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ADVERTI S EMENT

T O  T H E

P U B L I C.

T H E  fpiritof virtue and mora- I 
lity, which breathes in this 

ancient piece of eaitern inflru&ion, 
its force and concifenefs, and the 
hopes that it may do good, have pre
vailed with the perfon to whom it 
was feat, to communicate to the pub
lic, what was tranilated only for his 
particular amufement. There are 
foine reafons which at prefent make
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it proper to conceal» not only his 
own name, but the name of his cor- 
refpondent; who has now refided in 
China feveral years, and been en
gaged in a bufinefs very different 
from that of coliefling literary cu- 
riofities. Thefe reafons will not fub- 
iiit long; and, as he Teems to inti
mate a defign, on his return to Eng
land, ofpublifhing an entire tr^nfla- 
tion of Cao-tfoifs whole journey, the 
public will then, in all probability, 
have an opportunity of being fatisfi- 
ed concerning any particulars which 
they may be curious to know.
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Earl of ----------- .

Peking, May j z, 1749

M y L o r d ,

IN  the Jail fetter which I had the 
honour o f writing to yopr Lordihip, 

dated Dec. 23d, 174S, I think I con
cluded all I had to fay, in regard to the 
topography and natural hiftorv of this 
great empire.; I pqrpofed in this, and 
fome fucceeding ones, to have fet down 
fuchobfervations, as I have been able to 
make on the laws, government, re
ligion* and planners of the people. 
But a remarkable occurrence has hap
pened lately, which ingroil'es the con
vention of the literati here; and may

“ here-



hereafter, perhaps, afford matter o f 
fpeculation to the learned in Europe. 
As it is of a nature which, I know, will 
furnifli fome entertainment to your 
Lordfhip, I will endeavour to give you 
as diilind and particular an account of 
it, as I have been able to obtain.

Adjoining to China on the is
the large country of Thibet, called by 
fome Barantoia. In a province o f this 
country, named Lafa> refides the grand 
Lama, or high-prielt, of thefe idolaters; 
who is reverenced, and even adored as 
a God, by moil of the neighbouring 
nations. The high opinion which is 
entertained of his faored chara&er, in
duces prodigious numbers of religious 
people to rc'fort to Lafa  ̂ to pay their 
homage to him, and to give him pre
fen ts in order to receive his bleffing. 
H  is refidence is in a moil magnificent 
pagod, or temple, built on the top of 
the mountain Poutala. The foot of this 
mountain, and even the whole diitricl 
o f Lafaj is inhabited by an incredible

mini''
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Pref. o f H u m a n  L i f e . xi 
number of Lamas of different ranks 
and orders, feveral of whom have very 
grand pagods eredled to their honour, 
in which they receive a kind of inferior 
worihip. T he whole country, like JWy, 
abounds with priefts; and they entirely 
fubfifton the great number of rich pre- 
fents, which are fent them from the 
utmoil extent of Tartary, from the em
pire of the Great Mogul, and from al- 
moit all parts o f the Indies. When the 
grand Lama receives the adorations of 
the people, he is raifed on a magnificent 
altar, and fitscrofs-legg’d, upon a fplen- 
did cufhion : his worihippers proitrate 
themfelves before him in the humblell 
and moft abjedt manner; but he returns 
not the leaft fign of refpedl, nor ever 
fpeaks, even to the greateft princes; he 
only lays his hand upon their heads,and 
they are fully perfuaded, that they re
ceive from thence a full forgivenefs of 
all their fins. They are likewife fo ex
travagant as to imagine,-that he knows 
all things, even the fecrfets of the heart:;

and



xii The O e c o n o m y  Pref. 
and his particular difciples being a fe- 
JeCl number of about two hundred o f  
the moil eminent Lamas, have the ad- 
drefs to make the people believe he is 
immortal; and that, whenever heap- 
pears to die, he only changes his abode* 
and animates a new body.

The learned in China have long been 
of opinion, that, in the archives of this 
grand temple, fome very ancient books 
have for many ages been concealed: 
and the prefent emperor, who is very 
curious in fearching after the writings o f 
antiquity, became at length fo fully 
convinced of the probability of this opi
nion, that he determined to try whether 
any difeovery of this fort could be made. 
T o  this end, his firil care was to find 
out a perfon eminently fkilful in the 
ancient languages and characters. He 
at length pitch’d upon one of the Han- 
(ins, or doftors of the firft order, whole 
name was Cao-tfou, a man about fifty 
years o f age, of a grave and noble a f- 
j>eCt, o f great eloquence, and who, by

an



Pref. of H u m a K L i f e . xHt 
an accidental friendship with a certain 
learned Lama, who had refided many 
years at Peking, was become entirely 
mafter o f the language which the La
mas of ’Thibet ufe among themfelves.

With thefe qualifications he fet for
ward on his journey; and, to give his 
commiflion the greater weight, the Em
peror honour’d him with the title of 
Colao, or prime miniiler : to which he 
added a moil magnificent equipage and 
attendants; with prefents for the grand 
Lama, and the other principal Lamas, of 
an immenfe value ; alio a letter written 
with his own hand, in the following 
terms.

T o  the Great

Reprefentative of GOD.
Moil H igh, moil Holy, 

and Worthy to be adored!
“  the Emperor of China, So-
M V  V  vereign of all the Sovereigns 
V of the earth, in the perfon of this our 
! u moft



te moft reipeeled Prime Miniiler Cao- 
U tfotiy with all reverence and humility- 
ts proilrate ourlelf beneath thy facred 
4i feet, and implore for ourfelf, our 
“  friends, and our empire, thy moil 
“  powerful and gracious benedi&ion.

Having a ilrong defire to fearch 
into the records of antiquity, to learn 

44 and retrieve the wifdom of the ages 
“  that are pail; and being well inform- 
44 ed, that in the facred repofitories of 
44 thy moil ancient and venerable hie- 
44 rarchy, there are fome valuable 
44 books, which, from their great anti- 
44 cuity, are become to the generality 
“  even of the learned, almofl wholly 
44 unintelligible; in order, as far as in 
44 us lies, to prevent their being totally 
** loll, we have thought proper to au- 
44 thorife and employ our moil learned 
44 and refpetled Minifter Cao-t/ouf in 
44 this our prefent embaiTy to thy Sub- 
“  lime Holinefs; the buiinefsof which 
44 is to defire, that he may be permitted 
!! to read and examine the iaid writ

ings

xlv The Oeconomy Pref*



pref. o f H u m a  N L i f e . xv 
“  ings ; we expe&ing, from his great 
“  and uncommon ikill in the ancient 
“  languages, that he will be able toin- 
41 terpret whatever may be found, tho’ 
4i of the higheil and moil obicure an- 

tiquity. And we have commanded 
“  him to throw himfelf at thy feet,

’ 4‘ with fuch teftimonies of our refpett, 
as, we truft, w ill procure him the 

4t admittance we delire.11

I will not detain your Lordfhip with 
any particulars o f his journey, tho* he 
hath publilhed a large account of it, 
abounding with many furprilmg relati
ons ; and which, at my return to Eng
land, I may probably tranflate and pub
lish entire. Let it fuffice at prefent, 
that, when he arrived in thefe facred 
territories, the magnificence of his ap
pearance, and the richnefs of his pre
sent, failed not to gain him a ready ad- 
million. H e had apartments appointed 
him in the facred college, and was af- 
Tiftcd in his inquiries by one of the



moil learned Lamas. He continued 
there near fix months: during which 
time he had the fatisfa&ion of finding 
many valuable pieces of antiquity ; from 
ibme of which he hath made very cu
rious extracts, and hath formed fuch 
probable conjectures concerning their 
authors, and the times wherein they 
were written, as proves him to be a 
man of great judgment and penetra
tion, as well as moll extenfive read
ing.

But the moft ancient piece he hath 
difeovered, and which none o f the L a 
mas for many ages had been able to in
terpret or underltand, is a fmall fyitem 
o f morality, written in the language 
and chara&er of the ancient Gyrnno- 
fophifis or Bramins; but by what par
ticular perfon, or in what timei he 
does not pretend to determine. "This 
piece, however, he wholly Iranilated; 
though, as he himfelf COhfeiTes, with 
ait utter incapacity of reaching, in the

Chinefe

xvi The Oe C o ti o to Y Pref,



Pref. of H u m a n  L i f e . xvii
Chinefe language, the ftrength and fub- 
Jim ityof the original. T h e judgments 
and opinions of the Bonzees, and the 
learned Do&ors, are very much divi
ded concerning it. Thofe who ad
mire it the moft highly, are very fond 
of attributing it to Confucius, their own 
great philofopher; and get over the 
difficulty of its being written in the 
language and chara&er of the ancient 
Bramins, by fuppofing this to be only . 
a tranflation, and that the original work *  
of Confucius, is loll. Some will have IJ 
it to be the inftitutes of Lao Kiun, an- II 
other Chinefe philofopher, cotemporary If 
with Confucius, and founder o f the feft »  
faQ-ffee\ but thefe labour under the  ̂
fame difficulty, in regard to the lan
guage, with thofe who attribute it to 
Confucius. There are others, who from 
fome particular marks and fentimenu 
which they find in it, fuppofe it to be 
written by the Bramin Dandamis> whofe 
famous letter to Alexander the Great

B is



is recorded by the European writers. 
W ith thefe Cao-tfou himfelf feems moil 
inclined to agree; ar leaft To far as to 
think, that it is really the work of fomp 
ancient Bramin; being fully perfuaded, 
from the fpirit with which it is written, 
that it is no tranilation. One thing 
however, occafions fome doubt amongft 
them, and that is the plan of i t ; which 
is entirely new to the Eaftern people, 
and fo unlike any thing they have ever 
feen, that, if it was not for fome turns 
o f expreiiion peculiar to the Eaflt and 
the impoiTibjljty o f accounting for its 
being written in this very ancient lan
guage, many would fuppofe it to be 
the work of an European.

X

But whoever was the writer of .it, 
£he greatjnoife which it makes in this 
city, and all over^he empire, the eager- 
nefs with which it is read by all kipejs 
o f  people, and the high encomiums 
which are given to it by fome, at length

£viii The Oe co no m y  Pvef.



pref. of H u m a n  L i f e , xix
determined me to attempt a tranflation 
of it into Englijh; efpecially as I was 
perfuaded, it would be an agreeable 
prefent to your Lordfliip. And I was 
the more eafily induced to make this 
trial, as, very happily for me, you can
not judge how far I have fallen ihort 
of the original, or even of the Chi/tejj 
tranflation. One thing, however, it 
may perhaps be neceflary to apologize 
for, at leaft to give fome account o f ; 
and that is, the ftyle and manner in 
which I have tranflated it. I can 
allure your Lordfliip, that when I firft 
fat down to the work, I had not the 
leaft intention of doing it in this w ay; 
but the fublime manner of thinking 
which appeared in the Introduction, 
the great energy of expreflion, and the 
lhortnefs of the fentences, naturally led 
me into this kind of ftyle : and I hope, 
the having fo elegant a pattern to form 
myfelf upon, as our verfion of the book 
pf Job, the Pfalms, the works of So-

2 lomon}



lemon, and the Prophets, hath been of 
fome advantage to my tranilation.

Such 3? it is, if it affords your Lord- 
fhip any entertainment, I ihall think 
myfelf extremely happy; and in my 
next will refume my account of this 
people and their empire.

zx The O e c o n o m y , & c. - P ref.
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BO W  down your heads unto the 
dull, O ye inhabitants of earth! 

be iilent, and receive with reverence, 
inltru&ion from on high.

Wherefoever the fun doth ihinet 
wherefoever the wind doth blow,

I wherefoever there is an ear to hear, and 
S a mind to conceive; there let the pre- 
! ceptsoi'ffeberaade known,let the max

ima of truth be honour’d and. obey’d. 
All things proceed rrom God. His 

. power is unbounded, his wifdom is 
.V. iii c..enwty; and bis goodneis endu-

i t / *

i

areth co bh throne in the centre, 
and the breath of uis mouth givethlife
to the world.

He tbucheth the-liars with his finger 
and they run their courier rejoicing.

On the wings of the wind he walketh 
abroad, and performeth his will thro* 
all the regions of unlimited fpace.

Order, and grace, and beauty, fpring 
from his hand.

B i The



The voice of wifdom fpeaketh in all 
his works; but the human underftancU 
ing comprehendeth it not.

The lhadow of knowledge paiTeth 
over the mind of man as a dream : he 
feeth as in the dark ; he reaforieth and 
is deceived.

But the wifdom of God is as the 
light of heaven : he reafoneth n ot; his 
mind is the fountain of truth.

Juftice and mercy wait before his 
throne; benevolence and love enlight
en his countenance for ever.

Who is like unto the Lord in glory ? 
who in power fhall contend with the 
Almighty ? hath he any equal in w if
dom ? can any goodnefs be compared 
unto him,?

He it is, O man, who hath created 
thee; thy ftation on earth is fixed by 
his appointment : the powers of thy* 
mind are the gifts of his goodnefs; the 
wonders of thy frame are the work of 
his hand.

Hear then his voice, for it is graci
ous; and he tharobeyeth, ihall eftab- 
Ijjh his foul in peace.

xxii The Oeconomy, &c. Intro* #
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B O O K  I.

D u t i e s  that relate to M A N ,  con-* 
fidered as an In d i v i d u a l ,

C H A P ,  I,

C O N S I D E R A T I O N .

^ ^ ^ 5 * O M M U N E  with thyfelf,O I 
| C | man; and confider wherefore 

thou Wert made.
Contemplate thy powefs, contem

plate thy wants and thy connexionsi 
fo lhalt thou difcover the duties of life  ̂
and be direXed in all thy ways.

Proceed not to fpeak or to aX, before 
thou haft weighed thy words, and ex
amined the tendency of every ftep thou, 
ihalt take: fo ihall difgrace fly far front

B 4 thee,



I The Oe c o n o m y  Part I,
thee, and in thy houfe ihall fhame be 
a ftranger; repentance ihall not viftt 
thee, nor for row dwell upon thy cheek.

The thoughtlefs man bridleth not his 
tongue ; he fpeaketh at random, and is 
entangled in the fooliihnefs of his own 
words.i

As one that runneth in hafte, and 
leapeth over a fence, may fall into a 
pit which he doth not fee; fo is the 
man that plungeth fuddenly into any 
a&ion, before he hath coniidered the 
confequences thereof.

Hearken therefore unto the voice of 
Conhderation; her words are the words 
o f wifdom; and her paths ihall lead 
thee to iafety and truth.

CHAP.



?art I. of H u m a n  L ife . 2S
C H A P .  II.

M O D E S T Y .

H O  art thou, Om an, that pre-
fumeft on thine own wifdom ? 

or why doit thou vaunt thyfelf on thine 
own acquirements ?

The firft ftep towards being wife, it  
to know that thou art ignorant; and 
if thou wouldll be efteemed in the judg
ment of others, caitoffthe follyof feem- 
ing wife in thine own conceit.

As a plain garment beft adorneth a 
beautiful woman, fo a decent behaviour 
is the greateft ornament o f wifdom.

The fpeech of a modeft man giveth 
Juftre to truth; and the diffidence of 
his words excufeth his error.

He relieth not on his own wifdom; 
he weigheth the counfels of a friend, 
and receiveth the benefit thereof.

He turneth away his ear from his own 
praife, and believeth it not: he is the 
¡aft in difcovering his own perfeólions.

Yet
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$6 The O e g-6n o m ir Part I ¿j
Yet, as a veil addeth to beauty, f<j 

ire his virtues fet off by the fhadc whic/i 
his moddty caiteth upon them.

But behold the vairi man, and ob- 
ferve the arrogant: he cloatheth hiin- 
felf in rich attire, he walkeih in the 
public ftreet, he cafteth round his eyes, 
and courteth obfervation.

He toffeth up his head, and over- 
looketh the poor; he treateth his iftfe- 
riors with infolence, arid his fuperiors 
in return look down on his pride and 
folly with laughter.

He defpifeth the judgment of others; 
he relieth on his own opinion j arid is 
confounded.

He is puffed up with the vanity of 
his imagination ; his delight is to hear 
and to ipeak of himfelf all the day 
long.

He fwalloweth with greedinefs his 
own praife; and the flatterer in return 
eateth him up«

G H A A



C H A P .  HI.

A P P L I C A T I O N .

S I N C E  the days that áre pail aré 
gone for ever, and thofe that are 

to come may riot come to thee ; it be- 
hoveth thee, O  man, to employ thé 
prefent time, without regretting the 
lofs of that which is pail, or too much 
depending on that which is to come.

This inftant is thine ; the next is irf 
the womb of futurity, and thou know- 
eitnot what it may bring forth.

Whatfoever thou refolveit to do, do 
it quickly : defer not till the evening 
what the morning may aeeompliih.

Idienefs is the parent of want and 
of pain ; but the labour of Virtue 
bringeth forth, pleafure.

The hand of diligence defeateth 
want ; profperity and fucccfs are the 
induitrious man’s attendants.

£àrt Í. of H u m a n  L i f e . i f

Who



Who is he that hath acquired wealth, 
that hath rifen to power, that hath 
cloathed himfelf with honour, that is 
fpoken of in the city with praile, and 
that llandeth before the king in his 
counfcl ? even he that hath ill at out 
Idleneis from his houle; and hath laid 
Unto Sloth, Thou art mine enemy.

He rifeth up early, and lieth down 
late; he exercileth his mind with con
templation, and his body with a&ion ; 
and preferveth the health of both.

The ilothful man is a burden to 
himfelf; his hours hang heavy on his 
head ; he loitereth about; and know- 
eth not what he would do.

H is days pafs away like the fhadow 
of a cloud ; and he leaveth behind him 
no mark for remembrance.

His body is difeafed for want of ex- 
ercife; he wilheth for aftion, but hath 
not power to move. His mind is ih 
darknefs: his thoughts are confufed: 
he longeth for knowledge, but hath no

appli-

zS The O e c o n o m y  Part T,



Part I. of H u m a n  L i u . zg 
application. He would eat of the al
mond, but hateth the trouble of break
ing the ihell.

Hishoufe is in diforder; his fervants 
are wafteful and riotous; and he run
neth on towards ruin ; he feeth it with 
his eyes; he heareth it with his ears; 
he fhaketh his head, and wiiheth ; but 
hath no reiolution i till ruin cometh 
upon him like a whirlwind; and ihame 
and repentance defcend with him to 
the grave.

C H A P .  IV.

E M U L A T I O N .

IF thy foul thirtieth for honour, if  
thy ear hath any pleafure in the 

voice of praife, raife thyfelf from the 
dull whereof thou art made, and exalt 
thy aim to fomething that is praife- 
worthy.

The oak that now fpreadeth its 
branches towards the heavens, was

once



go The O e c o n o m y  Part I. 
once but an acron in the bowels of the 
earth.

Endeavour to be firil in thy calling, 
whatever it be ; neither let any one go 
before thee in well-doing : neverthe- 
lefs, do not envy the rfieritsof another, 
but improve thine own talents.

Scorn alio to deprefs thy competitor 
by difhoneil or unworthy methods; 
flrive lo raife thyfelf above him only 
by excelling him : fo fhall thy Cornell 
for fuperiority be crowned with ho
nour, if not with fuccefs.

By a virtuous emulation the fpirit of 
man is exalted within hsim $ he panteth 
after fame, and rejoiceth as a racer to 
run his courle.

He riieth like the palm-tree in fpite 
of oppreflion : and, as an eagle in the 
firmament of heaven, he foareth aloft, 
and fixetli his eye upon the glories of 
the fun.

T h e examples of eminent men are 
in his viftons by night j and his delight
js to follow  them ail the day long.

H s



He formerh great deiigns; he re- 
joiceth in the execution thereof; and 
his name goeth forth to the ends of the 
world.

But the heart of the envious man is 
gall and bitternefs; his tongue fpitteth 
venom; the fuccefs of his neighbour 
breaketh his re if.

He litteth in his cell repining ; and 
the good that happeneth to another, is 
to him an evil.

Hatred and malice feed upon his 
heart; and there is no reft; in him.

He feeleth in his own breaft no love 
ofgoodnefsj and therefore believeth 
his neighbour is like unto himfelf.

He endeavours to depreciate thofe 
who excel him ; and putteth an evil 
interpretation on all their doings.

He lieth on the watch, and meditates 
mifchief: but the deteftation of man 
purfueth him ; he is cruihed as a fpi- 
aer in his own web,
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C H A P .  V.

P R U D E N C E .

H E A R the words of Prudence ;
give heed unto her counfels, and 

(lore them in thine heart. Her max
ims are univerfal, and all the Virtues 
lean upon her; ihe is the guide, and 
the miftrefs of human life.

Put a bridle on thy tongue 5 fet a 
guide before thy lips; left the words of 
thine own mouth deftroy thy peace.

Let him that fcoffeth at the lame, 
take care that he halt not him felf; 
whofoever fpeaketh of another’s fail
ings with pleafure, lhall hear of his 
own with ftiame.

O f much fpeaking cometh repen
tance ; but in ftlence is fafety.

A  talkative man is a nuifance to fo- 
c ie ty ; the ear is ftcjt of his babbling; 
the torrent of his words overwhelmeth 
converfation,

Boaft



Boaft not of thyfelf, for it ihal] bring 
contempt upon thee; neither deride 
another, for it is dangerous.

A  bitter jeft is the poifon o f friend* 
ftiip; and he who reftrains not his 
tongue, fhall live in trouble.

Furniih thyfelf with the accommo
dations proper to thy condition; yet 
fpend not to the utmoft of what thou 
canft afford, that the providence of thy 
youth may be a comfort to thy old age.

Avarice is the parent of evil deeds; 
but frugality is the fure guardian of our 
virtues.

Let thine own bufinefs engage thy 
attention ; leave the care of the ftate 
to the governors thereof.

Let not thy recreations be expen* 
five; left the pain of purchasing them 
exceed the pleafure thou haft in their 
enjoyment.

Neither let profperity put out the 
eyes of circumfpedVion, nor abundance 
cut oft' the hands of frugality : he that 
too much indulgeth in theiupcrfluities

■ ■ c  ' o f
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o f life, fhall live to lament the want of 
its neceilkries.

Truft no man, before thou haft tried 
him *. yet miftruft not without reafon; 
it is uncharitable.

But when thou haft proved a man to 
be honeft, lock him up in thine heart 
as atreafure ; regard him as a jewel of 
ineftimable price.

Receive not the favours o f a merce
nary man; nor join in friendftiip with 
the wicked ; they fhall be fnares unto 
thy virtue, arid bring grief to thy foul.

Ufe not to-day, what to-morrow may 
w a n t; neither leave that to hazard, 
which forefight may provide for, or 
care prevent.

From the experience of others do 
thou learn w ifdom ; and from their 
failings corredb thine own faults.

Yet expe£l not even from prudence 
infallible fuccefs; for the day know- 
eth not what the night may bring forth.

T he fool is not always unfortunate, 
nor the wife man always fuccefsful:

yet
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yet never had a fool a thorough enjoy- 
ment, never was a wife man wholly 
unhappy. 7

c h a p , vr.  

F O R T I T U D E .

PE R ILS, and misfortunes, and want, 
and pain, and injury, are the lot of 

every man who cometh into the world.
It behoveth thee, therefore, early to 

fortify thy mind with courage and pa
tience ; that thou mayeft fupport with 
refolution thy allotted portion of cala
mity.

As the camel beareth labour, and 
heat, and hunger, and thirll, through 
defarts o f fand, and fainteth not: fo * 
man of fortitude fhall fuftain his virtue, 
through perils, and diftrefs.

A noble fpirit difdaineth the malice 
of fortune ; his grCatnefs of foul is not 
•to be call down.

His happinefs dependeth not on her 
froiles, and therefore with her frowns
be (hall not be difmayed,

C z r As



As a rock in the Tea he ftandeth firm ; 
end the daihing of the waves difturbeth 
him not.

He raifeth his head like a tower on 
an h ill; and the arrows of fortune drop 
at his feet.

In the inftant of danger, the courage 
o f his heart fuftaineth him j and the 
fie-dinefs of his mind beareth him out.

He meeteth the evils of life as a man 
that goeth forth unto battle, and re- 
turneth with vi&ory in his hand.

Under the preffure of misfortunes, 
his calmnefs alleviates their w eight; 
and by his conftancy he fhall furmounc 
them.

But the dailardly fpirit o f a timorous 
man betrayeth him to fhame.

By ihrinking under poverty, he ftoop- 
eth down to meannefs; and by tamely 
bearing infults, he inviteth injuries.

As a reed is ihaken with the breath 
o f the air, fo the ihadow of evil maketh 
him tremble,

la
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In the hour o f danger, he is embar- 

rafied and confounded ; in the day o f 
misfortune he iinketh, and defpair o- 
verwhelmeth his foul.

C H A P .  VIF.

C O N T E N T M E N T .

OR G E T  not, Oman, that thy
ftation on earth is appointed by 

the Avifdom of the Eternal ; whoknow- 
eth thy heart; who feeth the vanity of 
all thy wiihes; and who often in mer
cy denieth thy requefts.

Yet for all reafonable defires, for all 
honed endeavours,his benevolence hath 
eftablilhed, in the nature of things, a 
probability of fuccefs.

The uneafinefs thou feeleft, the mif- 
fortunes thou bew ailed; behold the 
root from whence they fpring, even 
thine own folly, thine own pride, thine 
own didempered fancy.

Murmur not therefore at the difpen^ 
fations of God.; but correil thine own

C 3 heart
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heart; neither lay within thyfelf, I f  I 
had wealth, power, or leilure, I fliould 
be happy; for kno v, they all bring to 
their feveral poiTeifors their peculiar 
inconveniencies.

The poor man feeth not the vexati
ons and anxieties of the rich ; he feel- 
eth not the difficulties and perplexities 
of pow er; neither knoweth he the 
wearifomenefsof leifure; and therefore 
it is that he repineth at his own lot.

But envy not the appearance of hap- 
pinefs in any man ; for thou knoweil 
not his fecret griefs.

T o  be fatisiied with a little, is the 
greareft wifdom; and he who increafeth 
his riches, increafeth his cares; but a 
contented mind is a hidden trealure, 
and a guard from trouble.

Yet, if thou fuffereft not the blan- 
diihments of thy fortunes to rob thee 
o f juilice, or temperance, or charity, or 
modeily, even riches themfelves ihali 
not make thee unhappy.

But hence lhalt thou learn, that the
cup

%
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cup of felicity, pure and unmixed, is by 
110 means a draught for mortal man.

Virtue is the race which God hath 
fet him to run, and happincfs the goal; 
which none can arrive at, till he hath 
finiihed his courfe, and received his 
crown in the manfions o f eternity.

C H A P .  v m .

T E M P E R A N C E .

T H E nearelt approach thou canfî  /  
make to happinefson this iide the*! 

grave, is to enjoy from heaven health, i f  
wifdom,. and peace of mind. H

Thefe Wettings if  thou poflefleft, and If 
would ft preferve to old age, avoid the 7 
allurements of Vplupiuoufnefs, and fly I 
from her temptations.

When fhe fpreadeth her delicacies on | 
the board, when her wine fparkleth in 1 
the cup, when fhe fmileth upon thee, ! 
and periuadeth thee to be joyful and | 
kappy; then is the hour of danger, then I 
let reafon ftand firmly on her guard. j

C 4 For, {



For, if  thou hearkeneft unto the words 
of her adverfary, thou art deceiv’d, and 
betray’d.

The joy which fhe prowifeth,chang- 
■ eth tomadnefs; and her enjoyments 
lead on to difeafes and death.

Look round her board,caft thine eyes 
[ upon her guefts, and obferve thofe who 
■  have been allured by her fmiles, who 
I have liftened to her temptations. 
f Are they not meagre ? are they not 

jickly ? are they not fpiritlefs ?
Their ihort hours of jollity and riot 

are followed by tedious days of pain 
and dejection ; ihe hath debauch’d and 
pall’d their appetites, that they have 
now no relifh for her niceft dainties: 
her votaries are become her viilim sj 
the juft and natural confeqUence which 

• G o i  hath ordain’d, in the conliiturion 
o f things, for the punilhment of thofe 
who abufe his gifts.

But who is Ihe, that with graceful 
ileps, and with a lively air, trips over 
yonder plain ?
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T he rofe bluiheth On her cheeks; 
the fweetnefsof the morning breatheth 
from her lips; joy, tempered with inno
cence and modefty, fparkleth in her 
eyes; and from the chearfulnefs of her 
heart, ihe fingech as file walks.

Her name is H ealth; ihe is the 
daughter of Exercife, who begot her 
upon Temperance : their ions inhabit 
the mountains that ftretch over the nor
thern regions of San 'Ton Hoe.

They are brave, a&ive, and lively ; 
and partake o f all the beauties and vir
tues of their fitter.

Vigour ilringeth their nerves; ftrength 
dwelleth in their bones: and labour is 
their delight ail the day long.

The employments of their father ex
cite their appetites, and the repafts of 
their mother refrelh them.

To combat the paflions, is their de* 
light; to conquer evil habits,their glory.

Their pleafures are moderate, and 
therefore they endure ; their repofe is 
jhort, but found and undiiturbed.

Their
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Their blood is pure, their minds are 
ferene; and the phyfician knoweth not 
the way to their habitations.

But fafety dwelleth not with the 
fons of men, neither is fecurity found 
within their gates.

Behold them expofed to new dangers 
from without, while a traitor within 
lurketh to betray them.

Their health, their ilrength, their 
beauty and a&ivity, hive raifed defire 
in the bofom of lafclvtous Love.

She ftandeth in her bower, ihe court- 
eth their regard, ihe fpreadeth her 
temptations.

Her limbs are foft, her air is deli
cate, her attire is loofc: Wantonnels 
fpeaketh in her eyes, and on her bofom 
fits Temptation : ihe beckoneth them 
with her finger; ihe wooeth them with 
her looks ; and by thefmoothnefsofher 
tongue ihe endeavoureth to deceive.

Ah ! fly from her allurements ; Hop 
thine ears to her enchanting words. If 
thou meeteiithelanguiihingofher eyes,

i f
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if thou heareft the foftnefs of her voice, 
if  ihe cafteth her arms about thee, (he 
bindeth thee in chains for ever.

Shame followeth, and difeafe, and 
want, and care, and repentance.

Enfeebled by Dalliance, with Lux
ury pamper’d, and foften’d by Sloth, 
ftrength fhall forfake thy limbs, and 
health thy conftitution ; thy days fhall 
be few, and thofe inglorious; thy 
griefs fhall be many, yet meet with no 
companion.
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B O O K  I L

The  P A S S I O N S .

C H A P .  I.
H O P E  and F E A R ,

H E promifes of Hope, are fweeter
than rofes in the bud, and far 

more flattering to expe&ation ; but the 
threatenings of Fear are a terror to the 
heart.

Neverthelefs, let not Hope allure, 
nor Fear deter thee from doing that 
which is right; fo flialt thou be pre
pared to meet all events with, an equal 
mind.

The terrors of death are no terrors to 
the good: reftrain thy hand from evil, 
and thy foul lhall have nothing to 
fear.

In ail thy undertakings let a reafon- 
able affurance animate cby endeavours;

if



if  thou defpaireil of fuccefs, thou ihalc 
not fucceed.

Terrify not thy foul with vain fears; 
neither let thy heart fink within thee 
from the phantoms of imagination.

From Fear proceedeth misfortune; 
but he that hopeth, helpeth himfelf.

As the oftrich when purfued hideth 
his head, but forgetteth his body ; fo 
the fears of a coward expofe him to 
danger.

If thou believeft a thing impoflible, 
thy defpondency (hall make it fo; but 
he that perfevereth, (hall overcome all 
difficulties.

A vain Hope fiattereth the heart of 
a fool j but he that is wife, purfueth it 
not.

In all thy defires let reafon go be
fore thee; and fix not thy Hopes be
yond the bounds o f probability; fo 
lhall fuccefs attend thy undertakings, 
and thy heart ihall not be vexed with 
difappointments.
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C H A P .  II.

J O Y  and G R I E  F.

LE T  not thy mirth be fo extrava
gant as to intoxicate thy mind; 

nor thy borrow fo heavy, as to deprefs 
thy heart ; this world affordeth no good 
fo tranfporting, nor'infli&eth any evil 
fo fevere, as ihould raife thee far a- 
bovc, or fink thee much beneath, the j 
balance of moderation.

i

Lo ! yonder flandeth the houfe of 
Joy ; it is painted on the outfide, and 
looketh gay ; thou mayft know it by , 
the notfe of mirth and exultation that 
iJTueth from it.

The miilrcis ilandeth at the door, 
and calleth aloud to al) that pafs by : 
Îhe fingeth, and ihouteth, and laugh- 
eth without ceafing.

She inviteth them to tafte the plea- 
fures of life; which, ihe telleth them, 
are no where to be found but beneath 
her roof. But
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But enter not thou into her gate; 
neither aiTociate thyielf with thofe who 
frequent her houie.

They call themfelves the Tons of Joy9
they laugh and feem delighted; but
jnadnefs and folly are in all their do
ings.

They are link’d with mifchief hand 
in hand, and their fteps lead down to 
evil; dangers befet them round about, 
and the pit o f deflru&ion yawneth be
neath their feet.

Look now on the other fide ; and 
behold in that vale overlhadow’d with 
trees, and hid from the light of men, 
the habitation of Sorrow.

Her bofom heaveth with fighs; her 
mouth is filled with lamentation; Ihe 
delighteth to dwell on the fub]e& of 
human mifery.

She looketh on the common acci- 
. dents of life, and weepeth: the weak- 

nefs and wickednefs of ,man is the 
I theme of her lips,
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All nature to her teemeth with evi!; 
every objeft file Teeth, is ting’d with 
the gloom of her own mind ; and the 
voice ot complaint faddeneth her dwel
ling day and night.

Come not near her c e ll; her breath 
is contagious: (he will blail the fruits, 
and wither the flowers, that adorn and 
fwceten the garden of life.

In avoiding the houie of Joy, let not 
thy feet betray thee to the borders of 
this difmal manfión ; but purfuc with 
care the middle path, which ihall lead 
thee by a gentle afeent to the bower 
o f Contentment.

W ith her dwelleth peace; with her 
dwell fafety and tranquility. She is 
chearful, but not gay; fhe is ferious, 
but not grave; íhe vieweth the joys 
and the forrows of life with fteadinefs 
and ferenity.

From hence, as from an eminence,
. ihalt thou behold the folly and the mi- 

tery o f ihofe; who either* led by the
gaiety
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gaiety of their hearts, take up their a- 
bode with the companions of jollity 
and riotous mirth; or, infefted by 
gloominefs and melancholy, fpend all 
their days in complaining of the woes 
and calamities o f human life.

Thou ftialt view them both with 
pity; and the error of their wavs (hail 
keep thy feet from flraying.

S the whirlwind in its fury tear-
eth up trees, and deformeth the 

face of nature, or as an earthquake in 
its convullions overturneth cities; fo 
the rage of an angry man throweth 
mi ¡chief around him; danger and de- 
ftruilion wait on his hand.

But confider, and forget not, thine 
own weaknefs; fo fhalt thou pardon 
the failings of others.

Indulge not thyielf in the pafiion

c h a p . m.

A N G E R .

D of
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o f Anger; it is whetting a fword tq 
wound thy own breail, or murder thy 
friend.

I f  thou beareft flight provocations 
with patience, it ihall be imputed unto 
thee for wifdom ; and if, thou wipeft 
fhem from thy remembrance, thy heart 
fhall feel reft, thy mind ihail not re
proach thee.

Seeft thou not, that the angry man 
lofeth his underftandjng ? Whilft thou 
art yet in thy fenfes, let the inadnefs 
o f another be a lefl'on to thyfelf.

Do nothing in thy paffion ; why wilt 
thou put to fea in the violence of a 
Horm ?

I f  it be difficult to rute thine anger, 
it  is wife to prevent it: avoid therefore 
•all occaftons’of falling into wrath ; or 
guard thyfelf agalnit them, whenever 
they occur.

A  fbol is provoked with infolent 
fpeeches; but a wrife man laugheth 
¿ ¿ m  to fcorn. *
*  ¿labour not revenge in thy bread;
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it will torment thy heart, and difcolour 
its beft inclinations.

Be always more ready to forgive, 
than to return an injury: he that 
watches for an opportunity of revenge, 
lies in wait againlt himfelf, and draw- 
eth down mifchief on his own head.

A mild anfwer to an angry man, 
like water caft upon the fire, abateth 
his heat; and from an enemy he ihall 
become thy friend.

Con fid er how lew things are worthy 
of Anger; and thou wilt wonder, that 
any but fools ihould be wroth

In folly or weaknefs it always be- 
ginneth ; but remember, and be well 
allured, it feldom concludeth without 
repentance.

On the heels of- Folly treadeth 
Shame; at the back of Anger ftartd- 
eth Remorfe.

CHAP.



C H A P .  IV.

P I T Y .

A S blolToms and flowers are ftrevv- 
ed upon the earth by the hand of 

i Spring, as the kindnefs of Summer 
I produceth in perfection the bounties 1 of Harveft ; fo the fmiles of Pity fhed 
I bleliings on the children of Misfor

tune.
He who pitieth another, recom- 

inendeth himielf; but he who is with
out compafiion, deferveth it not.

The butcher relenteth not at the 
bleating of the lamb; neither is the 
Jieart of the cruel moved with diftrefs.

But the tears of the compaiiionate are 
fweeter than dew-drops' falling from 
rofes on the bofom of the earth.

Shut not thine ear therefore againft 
the cries of the poor; neither harden 
t,hine heart againft; the calamities of 
th? innocent,
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When the Fatherlefs call upon thee* 

when the widow’s heart is funk, and 
ihe imploreth thy afliftance with tears 
of forrow; O pity her afHiftion, and 
extend thy hand to thofe who have 
none to help them.

When thou feeft the naked wanderer 
cf the ftreet fhivering with cold, and, 
deftituteof habitation, let bounty open 
thine heart; let the wings of charity 
¿belter him from death, that thine own 
foul may live.

Whilft the poor man groaneth on 
the bed of ficknefs, whilft the unfor
tunate languiih in the horrors of a 
dungeon, or the hoary head of age lifts 
up a feeble eye to thee for pity; O how 
canft thou riot in fuperiluous enjoy
ments, regardlefs of their wants, un
feeling of their woes.

» 3
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C H A P .  V,

D E S I R E  and L O V E .

BEware, young man, beware the 
allurements of Wantonnefs; and 

let not the harlot tempt thee to her 
delights.

Them adnefsof deiire lhall defeat its 
own purfuits; from the blindnefs of 
its rage thou lhak rufh upon deftruo 
tion.

Therefore give not up thy heart to 
her fweet enticements; neither fuffer 
thy foul to be enflaved by her enchant
ing delufions.

The fountain of health, which mitfl: 
iupply the ftream of pleafure, fhall 
quickly be dried up; and every fpring 
of joy {hall be exhauiled.

In the prime o f thy life pld age ihall 
overtake thee; thy fun (hall decline in 
the morning o f thy days.

But when virtue and modefty en
lighten her charms, the luihe of a beau

tiful
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tiful woman is brighter than the liar» 
of heaven ; and the influence of her 
power it is in vain to relift.

The whitenefs of her bofom trarr%. 
feendeth the lily; her fmile is more 
deliciods than a garden of rofes.

The innocence of her eye is like that 
of the turtle; limplicity and truth 
dwell in her heart.

The kifles of Her mouth are fweeter 
than honey; the perfumes of Arabid 
breathe from her lips.

Shut not thy bofom to the tehderneli 
of Lim e; the purity of its flame fhali 
ennoble thine heart, and ioften it tore« 
eeive the faireft intpreffioris.

r**
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Ê O O  K  III. 

W O M A N .

G I V E  ear, fair daughter of love, 
to the inftru&ions of Prudence ; 

and let the precepts of truth fink deep 
in thine heart: fo fliall the charm»'of 
thy mind add luftre to thy form ; and 
thy beauty, like thé rofe it refembleth, 
fhall retain bs fweetnefs, when its 
bloom is withered.

In the fpring of thy youth, in the 
morning of thy days, when the eyes of 
men gaze on thee with delight; ah! 
hear with caution their alluring words ; 
guard well thy heart, nor liften to their 
foft feducements.

Remember, thou art made man’s rea- 
fonable companion, not the flave of his 
paflion ; the end of thy being is to affift 
him in the toils of life, to footh him 
with thy tendcrnefs, and recompenfe 
his care with foft endearments.

Who
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Who is fhe that winneth the hearc 

of man, that fubdueth him to love, and 
riigneth in his breaft ?

L o ! yonder fhe walketh in maiden 
fweetnefs, with innocence in her mind, 
and modefty on her cheek.

Her hand feekerh employment; her 
foot delighteth not in gadding abroad.

She is cloathed with neatnefs; (he 
is fed with temperance; humility and 
meeknefs are as a crown of glory cir
cling her head.

On her tongue dwellech mufic; the 
fweetnefs o f honey floweth from her 
lip?.

Decency is in all her words; in her 
anfwers are mildnefs and truth.

Submiffion and obedience are the 
leflons of her life ; and peace and happi- 
nefs are her reward.

Before her fleps walketh Prudence ; 
and Virtue attendech at her right-hand. •

Her eye fpeaketh foftnefs and love; 
but diicretion with a iceptre fitteth on 
her brow.

T he



T he tongue of thelicentious is dumb 
in her prefence ; the awe of her virtue 
Jceepeth him filent.

When icandal is bufy, and the fame 
o f her neighbour is toffed from tongue 
to tongue, if charity and good-nature 
open not her mouth, the linger o f fi- 
lence refteth on her lip.

Her bread is the manfion of good- 
tiefs; and therefore fhe fufpefteth no 
evil in others.

Happy were the man that fhould 
fnake her his w ife; happy the child 
that ihall call her mother.

She preiideth in the houfe, and there 
is peace; (he commandeth with judg
ment, and is obeyed.

She arifeth in the morning; fhe con- 
iiders her affairs; and appointeth to 
every one their proper bufmefs.

T he care of her family is her whole 
d eligh t; to that alone (he applieth her 
llu d y ; and elegance with frugality is 
feen in her manlions.

T h e prudence of her management»
art
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an honour to her huiband, and he 
heareth her praife with iiienc delight.

She informeth the minds o f her 
children with wifdom j fhe fafhioneth 
their manners from the example of her 
own goodnefs.

The word o f her mouth is the law 
of her youth ; the motion of her eye 
commanded! their obedience.

She fpeaketh, and her fervants fly ; 
fhe pointeth, and the thing is donei 
for the law o f love is in their hearts 3 
her kindnefs addech wings to their feet.

In profperity fhe is not puffed u p ; 
in adveriity fhe healeth the wounds of 
fortune with patience.

The troubles o f her huiband are 
alleviated by her counfels, and fweet- 
ened by her endearments; he putteth 
his heart in her bofom, and receiveth 
comfort.

Happy is the man that hath made 
her his w ife ; happy the child that 
calleth her mother.

Part I. of H u  m'a m L i f e ,
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B O O K  IV.

CONSANGUINITY, or-Natu-

C H A P .  L

H U S B A N D .

A K E  unto thyfelf a wife, and
obey the ordinance o f God ; take 

unto thyfelf a wife, and become a 
faithful member of fociety.

But examine with care, and fix not 
fuddenly: on thy prefent choice de
pends the future happinefs of thee and 
thy poilerity.

I f  much of her time is deftroyed in 
drefs and adornments, if  Ihe is ena
mour’d with her own beauty, and de
lighted with her own praife, i f  Ihe 
laugheth much* and talketh aloud, if 
her foot abideth not in her lather^ 
houlc, and her eyes with boldnefs rove

ral R elati ons
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on the faces of men ; though her beau* 
ty were as the iun in the firmament 
of heaven, turn thine eyes from her 
charms, turn thy feet from her paths» 
and fuffer not thy foul to be enfnared 
by the allurements of thy imagination.

But when thou findefl fenfibility o f 
heart join’d with foftnefs of manners» 
an accompliihed mind, with a form 
agreeable to thy fancy, take her home 
to thy houfe ; fhe is worthy to be thy 
friend, thy companion in life, the wife 
of thy bofom.

O cherifh her as a blefling fent thee 
from heaven ; let the kinanefs of thy 
behaviour endear thee to her heart.

She is the miflrefs of thy houfe; 
treat her therefore with refpeft, that 
thy fervants may obey her.

Oppofe not her inclination without 
caufe; fhe is the partner of thy cares, 
make her alfo the companion pf thy 
pleafures.

Reprove her faults with gentlenefs; 
exaft not her obedience with rigour,
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Truft thy fecrets in her breaftj her 

counfels are lincere ; thou fhalt not be 
deceived.

Be faithful to her bed ; forihe is the 
mother of thy children.

When pain and ficknefs aiTault her, 
let thy tendernefs footh her affli&ion ; 
a  look from thee of pity and love, ihall 
alleviate her grief, or mitigate her pain; 
and be of more avail than ten phy. 
ficians.

Coníider the delicacy o f her fex, the 
tendernefs of her frame; and be not 
fevere to her weafcnefs, but remember 
thi^c own imperfe&ioitt.

C H A P .  II.
F A T H E R .

C On líder, thou who art a parent, 
the importance of thy tru ll; the 

being thou haft produced, it is thy 
duty to fupport.

Upon thee,alio itr fr ' > ,
thti

. . j  ■ ,  -



ther the child of thy bofom fhall be a 
bleffing or a curfe to thyfelf; a ufeful 
or a worthlefs member of the com
munity.

Prepare him with early inilruflion, 
and feafon his mind with the maxims 
of truth.

Watch the bent o f his inclination \ 
fet him right in his youth ; and let np 
evil habit gain itrength with his years.

So (hail he rile like a cedar on the 
mountains; his head fhall be feen a*
* ’ - * 1

bove the trees of the foreit.
A wicked ion is a reproach to his fa

ther; but he that doth right is an ho
nour to his grey hairs.

The foil is thine own, let it not 
want cultivation ; the feed which thou

* • 'fc

foweft, that alfo fhalt thou reap,
Teach him obedience, and he fhall 

bids thee ; teach him modefty, and he 
fhall not be aihamed.

Teach him gratitude, arid he fhall 
receive benefits; teach him charity, 
*nd he fhall gain love.
:4 " ' • Teach

,  t v ,
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Teach him temperance, and he fhall 

have health; teach him prudence» and 
fortune fhall attend him.

Teach him juftice, and he fhall be 
honoured by the w orld ; teach him 
fincerity, and his own heart fhall not 
reproach him.

Teach him diligence, and his wealth 
fhall increafe \ teach him benevolence, 
and his mind fhall be exalted.

Teach him fcience, and his life fhall 
be ufeful; teach him religion, and his 
death fhall be happy.

C H A P .  III.

S O N .

Fr o m  the creatures o f God let 
man learn wifdom, and apply to 

him felf the inftruftion they give.
G o to the defart, my fon; obferve 

the young llork of the wildernefs; let 
him fpeak to thy heart. He beareth 
on his wings his aged fire; he lodgeth 
him in fafety, and fupplieth him with 
food. The



The piety of a child is Tweeter than, 
the incenfe of Perjia offered to the fun ; 
yea more delicious than odours wafted 
from a field of Arabian fpiccs by the 
western gales.

Be grateful then to thy father, for 
he gave thee life ; and to thy mother* 
for ihe fuftained thee.

Hear the words of his mouth, for they 
are fpoken for thy good ; give ear to 
his admonition, for itproceedeth from 
love.

Parti, of H u man L i f e . 6^

He hath watched for thy welfare, he 
hath tCffetTlfor thy eafe; do honour 
therefore to his age, and let not his grey 
hairs be treated with irreverence.

Think o n th y  helplefs infancy, and 
the frow2ronefs of thy youth, and in
dulge the infirmities of thy aged pa
rents } aifift and fupport them in the. 
decline of life.

So ihall their hoary heads go down 
to the grave in peace; and thine own 
children, in reverence of thy example, 
ihall repay thy piety vti\)x filial love.

E  C H A P *



C H A P .  IV\
B R O T H E R S .

Y E are the children o f one father, 
provided for by his care; and 

the breaft o f one mother hath given 
you fuck.

Let the bonds o f aiFeiUon, therefore,, 
unite thee with thy brothers; that 
peace and happinefs may dwell in thy 
father’s houfe.

And, when ye feparate in the world, 
remember the relation that bindeth you 
to love and unity: prefer not a Gran
ger before thine own blood.

I f  thy brother is in adverlity, ailift 
h im ; i f  thy lifter is in trouble, forfake 
her not.

So Ihall the fortunes of thy father 
contribute to the fupport o f his whole 
race, and his care be continued to you 
all in your love to each other.

€6 The Oe c o n o m y Part I.
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B O O K  V.
*

P R O V I D E N C E ;  or, T h e A cci
dental Differences o f M E N .

C H A P .  I.

W I S E  and I G N O R A N T .

H E  gifts o f the underftanding 
JL are the treafures of G o d ; and 

he appointeth to every one his portion» 
in what meafure feemeth good unto* 
himfelf.

Hath he endow’d thee with wifdom ? 
hath he enlighten’d thy mind with the
knowledge o f truth ? communicate ic 
to the ignorant for their initru&ion; 
communicate it to the wife for their 
own improvement.

True wifdom is lefs prefuming than 
folly; the wife man doubteth often, 
and changeth his m ind; the fool is ob- 
ftinate, and doubteth not; he knoweth, 
ail things, but his own ignorance.

E  2- Th^
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T he pride of emptinefs is an abomi

nation, and to talk much is the foolifh- 
nefs of fo lly ; neverthelefs it is the part 
o f wifdom to bear the impertinence of 
fools, to hear their abfurdities with 
patience, and pity their weaknefs.

Yet be not puffed up in thine own 
conceit, neither boaft of fuperior un- 
deritanding; the cleared human know
ledge is but blindnefs and folly.

T h e wife man feeleth his imperfec
tions, and is humbled; he laboureth 
in vain for his own approbation. But 
the fool peepeth in the fliallow ftream 
o f his own mind, and is pleafed with 
the pebbles which he feeth at the bot
tom : he bringeth them up, and Ihew- 
eth them as pearls; and with the ap- 
plaufe of his brethren delighteth he 
himfelf.

He boafteth of attainments in things 
©f no worth : but where it is a fhame 
to be ignorant, there he hath no under
standing.

liven in the paths of wifdom he toil-
eth
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eth after folly j and fhame and difap- 
pointment are the reward of his labour. 

But the wile man cultivateth his 
mind w^h knowledge; the improve
ment of arts is his delight; and their 
utility to the public crowneth him 
with honour.

Neverthelefs, the attainment of vir
tue he accounteth as the higheft learn
ing ; and the fcience of happinefs is 
the iludy of his life.

C H A P .  II.

R I C H  and P O O R .

H E  man to whom God hath
given riches, and a mind to em

ploy them aright, is peculiarly favour
ed, and highly diftinguifhed.

He looketh on his wealth with 
pleafure; becaufe it affordeth him the 
means to do good.

He prote&eth the poor, that are in
jured ; he fuffereth not the mighty to 
opprefs the weak.

He



He feeketh out objects o f compaf- 
lion; he enquireth into their wants; 
he relieveth them with judgment, and 
without oilentation.

He affifteth and rewardeth merit; 
he encourageth ingenuity, and libe
rally promoteth every ufeful defign.

He carrieth on great w orks; his 
country is enriched ; and the labourer 
is employ’d ; he formeth new fchemes, 
and the arts receive improvement.

He coniidereth the fuperfluities of 
his table as belonging to the poor, and 
he dehaudeth them not.

T he benevolence of his mind is not 
check’d by his fortune. He rejoiceth 
therefore in riches, and his joy is 
bia.neleic

But wpe unto him that heapeth up 
weal ill in abundance, and rejoiceth 
alone in the ppiieiiion thereof.

That grindeth the face of the poor, 
and confidereth not the fweat of their 
brows.

7 0  TheOficoNOMY Parti.
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He thriveth on oppreffion without 
feeling ; the ruin of his brother dif- 
turbeth him not.

The tears of the orphan he drinketh 
as m ilk; the cries of the widow are 
inufic to his ear.

His heart is harden’d with the love 
of wealth; no grief or diftrefs can make 
impreliion upon it.

But the curie of iniquity purfueth. 
him ; he liveth in continual fear. T h e , 
anxiety of his mind, and the rapacious f  
defires of his own foul, take vengeance fi 
upon him, for the calamities he hath |1 
brought upon others. II

O ! what are the miferies of poverty, v  
in comparifon with the gnawings of * 
this man’s heart.

Let the poor man comfort himfelf, 
yea, rejoice; for he hath many reafons. ;!

He iitteth down to his morfel in. -
v *>

peace; his table is not crowded with. H 
flatterers and devourers. !j

He is not embarrafled with depen- ’
E 4 dents.
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dents, nor teafed with the clamours of 
Solicitation.

Debarr’d from the dainties of the 
rich, he efcapeth alfo their dil'eafes.

T he bread that he eateth, is it not 
Sweet to his tafte ? the water he drink- 
eth is it not pleafant to his thirft ? yea 
Sar more delicious than the richeft 
draughts of the luxurious.'

His labour preferveth his health, and 
produceth him a repofe, to which the 
downy bed of floth is a ftranger.

He limiteth his defires with humi
lity  ; and the calm of contentment is 
Sweeter to his foul than the acquire
ments of wealth and grandeur.

Let not the rich therefore prefume 
on his riches, nor the poor defpond in 
his poverty : for the providence of God 
difpenfeth happinefs to them both; and 
the diftribution thereof is more equally 
made, than the fool can believe.

72 The Oe coNOMf PartI.
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C H A P .  HI.

M A S T E R S  and S E R V A N T S .

RE P I N E  not, O m an, that thon 
ferveft another : it is the appoint

ment of God, and hath many advan
tages; it removeth thee from the cares 
and folicitudes of life.

The honour of a fervant is his fi
delity; his highett virtues are fubmif- 
fion and obedience.

Be patient therefore under the re
proofs of thy matter: and when he 
rebuketh thee, anfwer not again: the 
filence of thy reiignaticn ihall not be 
forgotten.

Be iiudious of his interefts; be dili-. 
gent in his affairs; and faithful to the 
truft which he repofeth in thee.

Thy time and thy labour belong unto 
him; defraud him not thereof, for he 
payeth thee for them.

And



And thou., who art a mafter, be juft
to thy fervant,if thou expeéteft fidelity; 
be reafonable in thy commands, if 
thou expecieft obedience.

T he fpirit of a man is in him; fe- 
verity and rigour, which create fear, 
cannot command his love.

M ix kindnefs with reproof, and rea- ; 
fon with authority; fo fhall thy admo- | 
nitions take place in his heart, and his 
duty fhall become his pleafure.

He (hall ierve thee faithfully from 1 
gratitude ; he fhall obey thee chear-  ̂
fully from love ; and fail not thou in 
return to give his diligence and fidelity 
their juli reward.

C H A P, IV.

M a g i s t r a t e s  and  S u b j e c t s .

O Thou, the favourite of heaven, 
whom the Tons of men, thy equals, 

have raifed to fovereign power, and 
fet as a ruler over themielves ; confider

the
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the ends and importance of their trull, 
far more than the dignity and height
of thy ilation.

Thou art cloathed in purple; thou 
art feated on a throne; the crown of 
majelly inveileth thy temples; the fcep- 
tre of power is placed in thy hand: 
but not for thyfeif were thefe enfigns 
given ; not meant for thy ow n, but the 
good of thy kingdom.

The glory of a king is the welfare of 
his people ; his power and dominion 
refteth on the hearts of his fubjecls.

The mind of a great prince is exalted 
with the grandeur of his iituation ; he 
revolveth high things, and fearcheth 
for bufinefs worthy of his power.

He calleth together the wife men of 
his kingdom ; he confulteth amongfl 
them with freedom, and heareth the 
opinion of them all.

He looketh among his people with 
difcernment; he diicovereth the abi
lities of men, and employeth them ac
cording to their merits.

Part L of H u m a n  L i f e .
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His magillrates are juft; his mini- 
flers are wile ; and the favourite of his 
bofom deceiveth him not.

He fmileth on the arts, and they 
flouriih ; the fciences improve beneath 
the culture of his hand.

W ith the learned and ingenious he 
delighteth him felf; he kindleth in their 
brealts emulation ; and the glory of his 
kingdom is exalted by their labours.

The fpirit of the merchant who ex- 
tendeth his commerce, the ikill of the 
farmer who enricheth his lands, the 
ingenuity of the artift, the improve
ments of the fcholar, all thefe he ho- 
noureth with his favour, or rewardeth 
with his bounty.

He planteth new colonies; he build- 
eth ilrong ihips ; he openeth rivers for 
convenience; he formeth harbours for 
fafety ; his people abound in riches; 
and the ftrength of his kingdom in- 
creafeth.

He frameth his ftatutes with equity 
and w ifdom ; his fubje&s enjoy the

fruits

y6 The Oe c o no my  Parti.



fruits of their labour in fecurity, and 
their happinefs coniifts in their obfer- 
vance of the law.

He foundeth his judgments on the 
principles of mercy; but in thepunifh- 
ment of offenders he is llritt and im
partial.

His ears are open to the complaints 
of his fubjeils; he reftraineth the hand 
of oppreffors; and delivereth them 
from their tyranny.

His people therefore loo^ up to him 
as a father, with reverence and love; 
they confider him as the guardian of 
all they enjoy.

Their affe&ion unto him begetteth 
in his breaft a love of the public; the 
fecurity o f their happinefs is theobjeil 
of his care.

No murmurs againil him arife in 
their hearts; the machinations of his 
enemies endanger not his ftate.

His fubje&s are faithful and firm in 
his caufe; they Hand in his defence as

a wail
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a wall of brafs. T he army of his 
enemy flieth before them as chaff be
fore the wind.

Security and peace blefs the dwel
lings of his people; and glory and 
ftrength encircle his throne for ever.

?8 TheOECQNOMY Parti.
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B O O K  VI.

The S O C I A L  D U T I E S .

C H A  P. i.

B E N E V O L E N C E .

H E N  thou coniidereft thy
wants, when thou beholdeffc 

thy imperfections, acknowledge his 
goodnefs, O  man ! who honour’d thee 
with reafon, endow’d thee withfpeech, 
and placed thee in fociety to receive 
and confer reciprocal helps and mutual 
obligations.

Thy food, thy cloathing, thy conve
nience of habitation, thy protection 
from the injuries, thy enjoyment of the 
comforts and the pleafures of life, thou 
oweft to the afliitance o f others; and 
couldft not enjoy but in the bands of 
fociety.

It is thy duty therefore to be friends
iy



ly to mankind, as it is thy intereil that 
men ihould be friendly to thee.

As the rofe breatheth fweetnefs from 
its own nature, fo the heart of a bene
volent man produceth good works.

He enjoyeth the eale and tranquility 
of his own breaft; and rejoiceth in the 
happinels and profperity of his neigh
bour.

He openeth not his ear unto {lander; 
the faults and the failings of men give 
pain to his heart.

H is defire is to do good, and he 
fearcheth out the occaiions thereof; in 
removing the oppreflion o f another he 
relieveth himfelf.

From the largenefs o f his mind, he 
comprehendeth in his wilhes the hap- 
pinefs of all m en; and from the gene- 
rod ty of his heart he endeavoureth to 
promote it*
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C H A P .  II.
J U S T I C E .

T H E  peace o f fociety dependeth 
on juftice ; the happinefs of indi

viduals on the certain enjoyment o f all 
their pofleflions.

Keep the deiires of thy heart, there
fore, within the bounds of moderation; 
let the hand of juftice lead them aright.

Caft not an evil eye on the goods o f 
thy neighbour; let whatever is hispro- 

| perty, be facred from thy touch.
Let not temptation allure, nor any 

provocation excite thee to lift up thy 
hand to the hazard of his life.

Defame him not in his charatter; 
bear no falfe witnefsagainft him.

Corrupt not his fervant to cheat or 
forfake him ; and the wife of his bo- 
fom, O tempt no,t to fin.

’Tw ill be a grief to his heart, whicfe 
thou canft not relieve; an injury to his 
life, which no reparation can atone.

F I *



In thy dealings with men be i m p a r 

tial and ju ft; and do unto them, as thou 
wouldft they fhould do unto thee

Be faithful to thy truft; and deceive 
not the man who relieth upon thee: 
be allured ’ tis lefs in the light of God 
to ftcal, than to betray.

Opprefs not the poor, and defraud 
not of his hire the labouring man.

When thou felleft for gain, hear the 
tvhifpcrings of Conference ; and be fa- 
tisfy’d with moderation ; nor from the 
ignorance of the buyer make advantage 
to thyfelf.

Pay the debts which thou oweft ; for 
he who gave thee credit relied upon 
thy honour; and to with-hold from 
him his due, is both mean and unjuft.

Finally, O  fon of fociety, examine 
thy heart; call remembrance to thy 
aid : and, if  in any of thefe things thou 
findeft thou haft tranfgrelfed, take 
forrow and ihame to thyfelf; and make 
fpeedy reparation to the uunoft o f thy 
power,

C H A P ,
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c h a p . nr.

C H A R I T Y .

HA PPY is the man who hath Town 
in his breaft the feeds of benevo

lence; the produce thereof ihall be 
charity and love.

From the fountain of his heart ihall 
rife rivers of goodnefs; and the dreams 
ihall overflow for the benefit of man
kind.

He affideth the poor in their trouble; 
he rejoiceth in furthering the profperi- 
ty of all men.

He cenfureth not his neighbour; he 
believeth not the tales of envy and ma
levolence ; neither repeateth he their 
ilanders.

He forgiveth the injuries of men; he 
wipeth them from his remembrance; 
revenge and malice have no place in 
his heart.

For evil he returneth not ev il; he 
Jiateih not even his enemies j but re-

F 2 ouiteth



84 T he O e c o  n o  m y  P a rti, 
quiteth their injuitice with friendly ad
monition.

T he griefs and anxieties of men ex
cite his companion ; he endeavoureth 
to alleviate the weight o f their misfor
tunes ; and the pleafure of fuccefs re
ward eth his labour.

He calmeth the fury, he healeth the 
quarrels of angry men ; and preventeth 
the mifchiefs of ftrife and animoiity.

He promoteth in his neighbourhood 
peace and good-w ill; and his name is 
repeated with praife and benedi&ions.

C H A P .  IV.

G R A T I T U D E .

AS the branches of a tree return 
their fap to the root, from whence 

it arofe ; as a river poureth his ftreams 
to the fea, whence his fpring was fup- 
ply*d; fo the heart of a grateful man 
delighteth in returning a benefit re
ceived.

He acknowledged his obligation
wufy



with chearfulnefs; he looketh on his 
benefa&or with love and efteem.

And, if  to return it be not in his 
power, he nourifheth the memory of it 
in his breaft with kindnefs; he forgct- 
teth it not all the days of his life.

The hand of the generous man is like 
the clouds of heaven, which drop upon 
the earth fruits, herbage, and flowers: 
the heart of the ungrateful is like a de- 
fart of fand, which fwalioweth with 
greedinefs the ihowers that fall, but 
burieth them in his bofom, and pro-* 
duceth nothing.

Envy not thy benefafUr; neither 
ftrive to conceal the benefit he hath 
conferred ; for, though to oblige is bet
ter than to be obliged, though the adl 
of generofity commandeth admiration; 
yet the humility of gratitude toucheth 
the heart, and is amiable in the fight 
both of God and man.

But receive not a favour from the
hand of the proud ; to the felfiih and
avaricious have no obligation: the va-

F 3 nity
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nity o f Pride ihall expofe thee to 
fhame; the greedinefs of Avarice ihall 
never be fatisfy’d.

C H A P .  V.

S I N C E R I T Y .

O Thou that art enamour’d with 
the beauties of Truth, and hail 

fixed thy heart on the iimplicity of her 
charms, hold fall thy fidelity unto her, 
and forfake her n ot: the conftancy of 
thy virtue ihall crown thee with honour.

The tongue of the fincere is rooted 
in his heart; hypocrify and deceit have 
no place in his words.

He blufheth at faliliood, and is con
founded : but in fpeaking the truth he 
hath a fteady eye.

He fupporteth as a man the dignity 
o f hi s chara&er j to the arts of hypocri
fy he fcornetn to itoop.

He is coniiitent with himfelf 5-'he is 
never embarraffed; he hath courage in 
truth, but to lie he is afraid.

He



Parti, of H u m a n  L i f e . 87 
He is far above the meartnefs of dif- 

iimulation ; the Words of his mouth 
are the thoughts of his heart.

Yet with prudence and caution.he 
openeth his lips: he ftudieth what is 
right, and fpeaketh with difcretion.

He adviieth in friendfhip; he re- 
proveth with freedom ; and whatfoever 
he promifeth ihall furely be performed.

But the heart of the hypocrite is hid 
in his breaft. He maiketh his words i  
in the femblance of truth, while the l i  
bulinefs of his life is only to deceive, l i  

He laugheth in forrow; he weepeth ||  
in jo y ; and the words of his mouth i f  
have no interpretation. 1

He worketh in the dark as a mole, 
and fancieth he is fafe: but he b!un- 
dereth into light, and is expos’d to lull 
view with his dirt on his head. I

He pail’eth his days in perpetual con- ; 
ftraint; his tongue and his heart are for j ( 
ever at variance. {<

rHe laboureth for the charatter of a U
F 4 righteous



righteous man s and huggeth himfelf 
in the thoughts of his cunning,

O  fool, fool! the pains which thou 
takeft to hide what thou art, are more 
than would make thee what thou 
wouldft feem; the children of wifdom 
ihall mock at thy cunning; and when 
thy difguife is ftripped off, the finger 
of derifion (hall point thee to fcorn.

88 The O e c o n o m y  Part I.
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B O O K  VII.

R E L I G I O N .
H E R E  is but one God, the
author, the creator, the governor 

of the world, almighty, eternal, and 
incompreheniible.

The fun is not God, tho* his nobleft 
image. H e enlighteneth the world 
with his brightnefs; his warmth giveth 
life to the produ&s of the earth: ad
mire him as the creature, the inftru- 
ment of God j but worlhip him not.

To the One who is fupreme, mod 
wife, and beneficent, and to him alone, 
belong worfhip, adoration, thankfgiv- 
ing, and praife.

Who hath ltretched forth the hea
vens with his hand; who hath defcribed 
with his finger the courfes of the ilars.

Who fetteth bounds to the ocean, 
which it cannot pais; and faith unto 
the itormy winds, Be 1H11.

Who
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Who ihaketh the earth, and the na

tions tremble ; who darteth his light
nings, and the wicked are difmayed.

Who calleth forth worlds by the 
word of his mouth ; who imiteth with 
his arm, and they fink into nothing.

“  O  reverence the majefty of the 
“  Omnipotent ! and tempt not his an- 
** ger, lell thou be deftroyed.”

T he providence of God is over all 
his works ; he ruleth and dire&eth 
with infinite wifdom.

He hath inftituted laws for the go
vernment of the world ; he hath won
derfully varied them in all beings ; and 
each, by his nature, conformeth to his 
will.

In the depth of his mind he revolv- 
eth all knowdedge ; the fecrets of futu- 
rity lie open before him.

The thoughts of thy heart are naked 
to his view; he knoweth thy détermi
nations before they are made.

W ith refpeét to his prefcience, then 
is nothing contingent ; with refpeét tt
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his providence, there is nothing acci
dental.

Wonderful he is in all his ways; his 
counfels are infcrutable; the manner 
of his knowledge tranfeendeth thy con
ception.

“  Pay, therefore, to his wifdom all 
“  honour and veneration ; and bow 
“  down thyfelf in humble and fubmif- 
te five obedience to his fupreme direc- 
t£ tion.”

The Lord is gracious and beneficent ; 
he hath created the world in mercy and
love.

H is goodnefs is confpieuous in all his 
works; he is the fountain of excellence, 
the centre of perfection.

The creatures of his hand declare his 
goodnefs, and all their enjoyments fpeak 
his praife : he cloatheth them with 
beauty, he fupporteth them with food ; 
he preferveth them with pleafure from 
generation to generation.

If we lift up our eyes to the heavens, 
his ghfc-y lhineth forth; if  we caft

them
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them down upon the earth, it is full 
of his goodnefsj the hills and the val- 
Hes rejoice and íin g; fields, rivers, and 
woods refound his praife.

But thee, O  man, he hath diftin- 
guiihed with peculiar favour, and ex
alted thy Ration above all creatures.

He hath endowed thee with reafun 
to maintain thy dominion; he hath 
fitted thee with language, to improve 
by fociety; and exalted thy mind with 
the powers of meditation, to contem
plate and adore his inimitable per- 
feólions.

And in the laws he hath ordained 
as the rule of thy life, fo kindly hath 
he fuired thy duty to thy nature, that 
obedience to his precepts is happinefs 
to thylelf.

(t O praife his goodnefs with fongs 
“  of chankfgiving, and meditate in fi- 
u lence on the wonders o f his love: 
“  let thy heart overflow with grati- 
(t tude and acknowledgment ¿ Jet the

“  lan-
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“  language of thy lips fpeak praife and 
** adoration; let the aftions o f thy life 
“  ihdw thy love to his law.’*

The Lord is juft and righteous; and 
will judge the earth with equity and 
truth.

Hath he eftabliihed his laws in good- 
nefs and mercy, and (hall he not punilh 
the tranfgreflbrs thereof?

O  think not, bold man ! becaufe thy 
punifhment is delay’d, that the arm of 
the Lord is weaken’d ; neither flatter 
thyfelf with hopes that he winketh at 
thy doings.

H is eye pierceth the fecretsof every 
heart, and he remembereth them for 
ever: he refpe&eth not the perfons, 
nor the ftations of men.

The high and the low, the rich and 
the poor, the wife and the ignorant; 
when the foul hath ihaken off the 
cumbrous {hackles of this mortal life, 
¡{hall equally receive frQJti the fentence
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o f God a juft and everlafting retribu
tion according to their works.

Then ihall the wicked tremble and 
be afraid ; but the heart of the righte
ous ihall rejoice in his judgments.

a

(t O fear the Lord, therefore, all the
days o f thy l ife ; and walk in the 

“  paths which he hath opened before 
“  thee. Let Prudence admoniih thee; 
“  let Temperance reftrain ; let Juftice 
u guide thy hand, Benevolence warm 
** thy heart, and Gratitude to heaven 
** infpire thee with devotion. Thefe 
“  ihall give thee happinefs in thy pre- 
“  fent ftate, and bring thee to the 
** maniions of eternal felicity in the 
‘ c paradife of G od/'

This is the true ( E c o n o m y  of 
H v m a n  L i f e .
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T O  T H E

Earl oF Cheflerfield*

Peking, Jan. io, 1749-50. 

My L  o R d,

NO T  a month after I had inclofed 
to your Lordilup the tranilation 

1 had attempted of the Oriental Syfiem 
of Morality, i o famous in thefe parts, we 
were agreeably furprized with a ma- 
nufcript of the fame fisc, whofe Anti
quity, Characters, and other internal 
marks, determined it to be the perform
ance of that author, which, at the fame 
time that it fliewed us fomething was 
Wanting to what we had before elteem- 
ed a complete fyitem, very happily 
iuppli^d the deficieacy»

G I could



I could not reft, after the firft dip
ping into it, without undertaking the 
pleafing talk of a Tranilation ; nor, 
when I had finiihed it, without doing 
myfelf the honour of tranfmitting it 
to your Lordihip. I need not tell your 
Lordftiip, that the energy of thought, 
fublimity of ftyle, and many other cir- 
cumftances, prove it to come from the 
divine hand that planned the other: the 
iiibftance of it carries abundantly more 
proof of it.

I f  I did not flatter myfelf that the 
Pirji Part had met the honour of your 
Lordihip’s approbation,! ihould not be 
fo earneft in difpatching this after it: 
but while I know the value of the work, 
and know your Lordfliip’s diftinguifh- 
ing genius, it would be ridiculous to 
affett a doubt about it.

J am, my L ord,

Tours, Sec,
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B O O K  L

M A N  confidered in the general

C H A P .  i.

O f the H U M A N  F R A M E  and 
S T R U C T U R E .

W E A K  and ignorant as thou 
art, O man ! humble as thou 

oughteft to be, O  child of the dull! 
wouidft thou raife thy thoughts to in
finite Wifdom ? wouidft thou fee Om
nipotence difplayed before thee ? con
template thine own frame^

Fearfully and wonderfully art thou 
made: praife therefore thy Creator with 
awe, and rejoice before him with re- . 
yerence,

G 2 Where4



Wherefore o f all creatures art thou 
only ered ; but that thou fhouldft be
hold his works! wherefore art thou to 
behold; but that thou mayft admire 
them ! wherefore to admire; but that 
thou mayft adore their, and thy Cre
ator !

Wherefore is confcioufnefs repofed 
in thee alone; and whence is it de
rived to thee ?

*Tis not in fleili to think ; ’ tis not in 
bones to reafon : the lion knoweth not 
that worms ihall eat him : the ox per- 
ceiveth not that he is fed for daughter.

Something is added to thee unlike to 
what thou feeft: fomething informs thy 
clay, higher than all that is the objed 
o f thy fenfes. Behold ! what is it ?

T h y  body remaincth perfed after 
this is fled; therefore it is no part of 
the body: it is immaterial; therefore 
eternal: it is free to a d ; therefore ac
countable for its adion6.

Knoweth the aft the- ufe o f food, be
came his teeth mow down the her

bage ?
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bage ? or ftandeth the crocodile ere&, 
altho* his back-bone is ftrait as thine ?

God formed thee as he had formed 
thefe: after them all waft thou created: 
fuperiority and command were given 
thee over a l l : and o f his own breath 
did he communicate to thee thy prin
ciple of knowledge.

Know thyfelf then the pride of his 
creation$ the link uniting divinity and 
matter: behold a part of God himfelf 
within thee : remember thine own dig
nity ; nor dare to defcend unto evil.

Who planted terror in the tail of the 
ferpent ? who cloathed the neck of the 
horfe with thunder ? even he who hath 
inftru&ed thee to cruih the one under 
thy feet, and to tame the other to thy 
purpofes.

3 C H A P -
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C H A P ,  ir

O f the U se of the S E N S E S ,  

A U N T  not of thy body, becaufe
it was firft formed; nor of thy 

brain, becaufe therein thy foul relideth. 
Is not the mailer of the houfe more 
honourable than its walls ?

The ground mull be prepared before 
com be planted : the potter mull build 
his furnace before he can make his 
porcelane.

As the breath o f heaven fayeth unto 
the water of the deep, this way fhall 
thy billows roll, and no other; thus 
high ihall they raife their fury, and no 
higher : fo let thy fpirit, O man, ac
tuate and direft thy flelh.; fo let thy 
Ipirit bring it into fubjeilion.

T h y  foul is the monarch of thy 
fram e: fuiFer not its fubjects to rebel 
againft it.

T h y body is as the globe of the
earth:



earth : thy bones the pillars that fuftain
it on its bails.

As the ocean giveth rife to fpring3, 
whofe waters return again into its bo- 
fom thro* the rivers: fo runneth thy 
life from the heart outwards, and fo 
returneth it unto its place again.

Do not both retain their courfe for 
ever ? behold, the fame God ordained 
them.

Is not thy nofe the channel to per
fumes ? thy mouth the path to delica
cies ? yet know thou, that perfumes 
long fmelt become offenflve ; that deli
cacies deftroy the appetite they flatter.

Are not thine eyes the centinels that 
watch for thee ? yet how often are they 
unable to diflinguiih truth from error ? 
keep then thy foul in moderation, teach 
thy fpirit to be attentive to its -good : 
fo ihall thefe its minifters be ever unto 
thee conveyances of truth.

Thine hand is it not a miracle ? is 
there in the creation aught like unto it ? 
wherefore was it given thee j but that

G 4 thou
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thou mighteft ftretch it out to the af- 
iiftance of thy brother ?

W hy of all things living art thou 
#lone made capable of blulhing ? T h e 
world lhall read thy ihame upon thy 
face, therefore do nothing ihameful.

Fear and difjnay» why rob they thy 
countenance of its ruddy fplendour ? 
Avoid guilt and thou (halt know that 
fear is beneath thee, that difmay is un
manly.

Wherefore to thee alone fpeak iha- 
dows in the yilions of thy pillow ? R e
verence them; for know that dreams 
are from on high.

Thou mm alone canft fpeak ; won
der at thy glorious prerogative, and pay 
to him who give thee fpeecha rational 
and welcome praife: teach alfo thy 
children wifdom; inftrudjt the offspring 
pf thy loins in piety.

C H A P .
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c h a p . m .

be S O U L  o f  M A N , its O r i g i n  

an d  A f f e c t i o n s .

T H E bleffings, O man! of thy 
external part are health, vigour 

and proportion ; the greateft of thefe 
is health. What health is to the body 
even that is honefty to the foul.

That thou haft a foul is of all know
ledge the meft certain; of all truths the 
moft plain unto thee: be meek; be 
grateful for it; feek not to know it 
perfeitly; it is infcrutable.

Thought, underftanding, reafon, 
w ill;— call not thefe thy foul! they 
are its addons, but they are not its 
eifence.

Raife it not too high that thou be not 
defpifed : be not thou like unto thofe 
who fall by climbing; neither debafeit 
to the fenfe o f brutes: nor be thou like 
to the horfe and the mule, in whom 
there is no underftanding.

Search



Search it by its faculties ; know it by 
its virtues : they are more in number 
than the hairs of thy head: the ftars of 

"heaven are not to be counted with them.
Think not with Arabia that one foul 

is parted among all men ; neither be
lieve thou with the ions of Egypt, that 
every man hath many : know that as 
thy heart fo is thy foul alio one.

Doth not the iun harden the clay ? 
doth it not alfo foftcn the wax ? as it is 
one fun that worketh both, even fo it is 
one foul that wiljeth contraries.

As the moon retaineth her nature tho* 
darknefs fpread itfelf before her face as 
a curtain ; fo the foul remaineth perfe£i 
even in the boiom of the fool.

She is immortal: fhe is unchange
able ; fhe is alike in a ll: health calleth 
her forth to Ihew her Jovelinefs; and 
application anointeth her with the oil 
of wifdom.

Altho’ file fhall live after thee, think 
not fhe was born before thee: fhe was

created

io 6  The Q e c o n o m y  Part II.



created with thy fleih, and formed with 
thy brain.

Juftice could not give her to thee ex
alted by virtues, nor mercy deliver her 
to thee deformed by vices. Thefe mu ft 
be thine, and thou muft anfwer them.

Suppofe not death can fhield thee 
from examination ; think not corrup
tion can hide thee from enquiry. He 
who formed thee of thou knoweft not 
what, can he not raife thee from thou 
knoweft not what again ?

Perceiveth not the cock the hour of 
midnight ? exalteth he not his voice, to 
tell thee when it is morning ? knoweth 
not the dog the footfteps of his mafter ? 
andfiieth not the wounded goatunto the- 
herb that healeth him ? yet when thefe 
die, their fpirit returneth to the duft: 
thine alone furvivech.

Envy not to thefe their fenfes, becaufe 
quicker than thine ow n: learn that the 
advantage lieth not in pofiefting good 
things; but in the knowing how to ufe 
them.
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Hadft thou the ear of the flag ; or 
were thine eye as ftrong and piercing 
as the eagle’s ; didil thou equal the 
hound in fm ell; or could the ape reiign 
to thee his tafte; or the tortoife her 
feeling; yet without reafon what would i 
they avail thee ? perilh not all thefe like ! 
their kindred ?

Hath any one o f them the gift of 
fpeech ? can any lay unto thee, There
fore did I fo ?

The lips of the wife are as the doors 
of a cabinet; no fooner are they open
ed, but treafures are poured out before 
thee.

Like unto trees of gold arranged in 
beds of iilver, are wife fentences utter
ed in due feafon.

Canit thou think too greatly of thy 
foul ? or can too much be faid in its 
praife ? it is the image of him who 
gave it.

Remember thou its dignity for ever; 
forget not how great a talent is com- .j 
mitted to thy charge.
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Whatfoever may do good, may alio 
do harm: beware that thou direfl its 
courfe to virtue.

Think not that thou canft lofe her in 
the croud : fuppofe not that thou canft 
bury her in thy clofet: a&ion is her 
delight, and ihe will not be withheld 
from it.

Her motion is perpetual; her at
tempts are univerfal: her agility is not 
to be fupprefs’d ; is it at the uttermoft 
part o f the earth ? ihe will have i t : is 
it beyond the region of the ftars ? yet 
will her eye difcover it.

Inquiry is her delight: as one who 
traverfeth the burning fands in fearch 
of water, fo is the foul that thirfteth 
after knowledge.

Guard her for Ihe is raih; reftrain her 
for ihe is irregular : correft her for ihe 
is outrageous: more unftable is ihe 
than w ater; more flexible than w ax; 
more yielding than air: is there alight 
then can bind her ?

As a fvvord in the hand of a mad
man m,
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man ; even fo is the foul to him who 
wanteth difcretioi?.

The end of her fearch is truth ; her 
means to difcover it are reafon and ex
perience : but are not thefe weak, un
certain and fallacious r how then Îhall 
lhe attain unto it ?

General opinion is no proof of truth, 
for the generality of men are ignorant.

Perception of thyfelf ; the knowledge 
of him who created thee ; the fenfe of 
the worihip thou oweft unto him ; are 
not thefe plain before thy face ? and 
behold ! what is there more that man 
needeth to know ?

no The O ECONOMY Part II.
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C H A P ,  IV.

Of the P e r i o d  and U s e s  9 /  H u m a n

S the eye of the morning to the
lark ; as the ihade of the evening 

to the owl; as honey to the bee, or as 
the carcafe to the vulture; even fuch 
is life unto the heart of man.

Tho’ bright it dazzleth not; tho* 
obfcure it difpleafeth not; tho’ fweetit 
cloyeth not; tho’ corrupt it forbiddeth 
not: yet who is he that knoweth its 
true value ?

Learn to eileem life as thou ought- 
eft; then art thou near the pinnacle of 
wifdotn.

Think not with the fool that nothing 
is more valuable; nor believe with the 
pretended wife that thou oughteft to 
contemn i t : love not life for itfelf, but 
for the good it may be of to others.

Gold cannot buy it for thee: neither 
can mines of diamonds purchafe back

L I F E .
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the moment thou haft now loft of i t : 
employ thy fucceedingones in virtue.

Say not that it were beft not to have 
been born; or if born that it had been 
beft to die early : neither dare thou to 
a(k of thy Creator, Where had been 
the evil had I not exifted ? Good is in 
thy power: the want of good, is e v il: 
tind if thy queftion be juft, lo ! it con- 
demneth thee.

Would the fifh fwallow the bait if  
he knew the hook was hid therein ? 

Would the lion enter the toils if  he law 
they were prepared for him ? fo nei
ther were the foul to periih with this 
clay, would man wifti to liv e ; neither 
would a merciful God have created 
him : know hence thou (halt live af
terward.

As the bird enclofed in the ¿age be
fore he feeth it, yet teareth not his 
fiefti againft its fides ; fo neither labour 
thou vainly to run front the ftate thou 
art in, but know-it is allotted thee j 
and be content with it,

Tho;
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T h o> its ways are uneven, yet are 
they not all painful; accommodate thy- 
felf to a ll; and where there is lead ap
pearance of evil, iufpe£l the greateft 
danger.

When thy bed is draw, thou fleepeft 
in fecurity; but when thou drctcheft 
thy felf on rofes beware of the thorns.

A good death is better than an evil 
life ; drive to live therefore as long as 
thou oughted, not as long as thou cand: 
while thy life is to others worth more 
than thy death, it is thy duty to pre- 
ferve it.

Complain not with the fool of the 
ihortnefs of thy tim e; remember thaC 
with thy days thy cares are ihortened.

Take from the period of thy life the 
ufelefs parts o f i t ; and what remain- 
eth ? Take, off the time of thine in
fancy, the fecond infancy of age, thy 
deep, thy thoughtlefs hours, thy days 
of ficknefs; and even at the fulnefs of 
years, how few feafons had thou truly 
numbered.
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He who gave thee life as a blefling, 
fhortened it to make it more fo : to 
what end would longer life have ferved 
thee? wiiheft thou to have had an op
portunity of more vices ? as to the good, 
will not he who limitted thy fpan, be 
latisfied with the fruits of it ?

T o  what end, O child o f forrow, 
wouldft thou live longer? to breathe, 
to eat, to fee the world ? all this thou 
haft done often already ; too frequent 
repetition, is it not tirefome ? or is it 
not fuperfluous ?

Would ft thou improve thy wifdom 
and thy virtue ? alas! what art thou 
to know ? or who is it that ihall teach 
thee ? badly thou employeft the little 
thou haft; dare not therefore to com
plain that more is not given thee.

Repine not at the want of knowledge, 
it muft perifh with thee in the grave; be 
honeft here, thou ihalt be wife here
after.

Say not unto the crow, why number- 
eft thou fevea times the age of thy lord ?

or
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or to the fawn, why are thine eyes to fee 
my offspring toan hundred generations? 
are thefe to be compared with thee in 
the abufe of life ? are they riotous ? are 
they cruel ? are they ungrateful ? learn 
from them rather that innocence of life 
and ilmplicity of manners are the paths 
to a good old age.

Knoweft thou to employ life better 
than thefe ? then lefs of it may fuffice 
thee.

Man who dares enflave the world, 
when he knows that he can' enjoy his 
tyranny but for a moment; what would 
he not aim at were he immortal ?

Enough haft thou of life, but thou 
regardeft not: thou art not in want of 
it, O man ! but thou art prodigal; thou 
throweft it lightly away, as if  thou hadft 
more than enough; and yet thou repi- 
neft that it is not gathered again unto 
thee.

Know that it is not abundance which 
. snaketh rich, but ceconomy.

Hz The



The wifecontinueth to live from his 
hrft period: the fool is always beginning.

Labour not after riches firii, *and 
think thou afterwards wilt enjoy them : 
he who neglecleth the prefent moment, 
throweth away all that he hath :.as the 
arrow paiTeth through the heart, while 
the warrior knew not that it was com
ing ; fo ihall his life be taken away be
fore he knoweth that he hath it.

What then is life, that man fhould 
deiireit? and what is breathing, that 
he ihould covet it ?

Is it not a ftene of deluiion ? a feries 
of mifadventures; a purfuit of evils 
linked on ali lides together; in the be
ginning it is ignorance, pain is in its 
middle, and its end is forrow.

As one wave pufheth on another, till 
both are involved in that behind them ; 
even fo fucceedeth evil to evil in the 
life of man ; the greater and the pre
fent fwallow up theleiler and the pall! 
our terrors are real eyils; our expe&a- 
tions look forward into improbabilities.

Fools?
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Fools, to dread as mortals; and to de
lire as if immortal !

What part of life is it that we would 
wifh to remain with us? is it youth? 
can we be in love with outrage, licen- 
tioufnefs and temerity ? is it age ? then, 
are we fond of infirmities.

It is faid grey hairs are revered, and 
in length of days is honour. Virtue 
can add reverence to the bloom of 
youth ; and without it age plants more 
wrinkles in the foul than on the fare- 
head.

Is age refpefled becaufe it hateth ri
ot ? what juilice is in this ? when it is 
not age deipifeth pleafure, butpleafure 
that defpifeth age.

Be virtuous vvhile thou art young, lb 
fhall thine age be honoured.
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M A N  ccnfidered in regard to his 
I n f i r m i t i e s , and their E f f e c t s .

C H A P .  I.

V A N I T Y .

INconftancy is powerful in the Heart 
of man; intemperance fwayeth it 

whither it w ill; defpair engrofleth much 
of it; and fear prod aimeth, Behold I 
fit unrivalled therein. But vanity is 
beyond them all.

Weep not therefore at the calamities 
o f the human itate; rather fmile at its 
follies. In the hands of the man ad- 
difted to vanity, life is but the ihadow 
o f a dream.

T he Hero, the moft renowned of hu
man chara&ers, what is he but a bub
ble, of this weaknefs ? the public is un
stable and ungrateful! why fiiould the

man
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man of wifdom endanger himfclf for
f o o l s ?

The man who negleaeth hisprefent 
concerns, to revolve how he will be
have when he is greater, feedeth him-
felf with wind, while his bread is eaten 
by another.

A ft as becometh thee in thy prefent 
ftation : and in a more exalted one thy 
face fhall not be aihamed.

What blindeth the eye, or what hi-' 
deth the heart of a man from himfelf* 
like vanity ? lo ! when thou feeft not 
thyfelf, then others difcover thee moft 
plainly.

As the tulip that is gaudy without 
fmell, confpicuous without u fe; fo is 
the man who fecteth himfelf up oa 
high, and hath no merit.

The heart of the Vain is troubled 
while it feemcth content: his cares are 
greater than his pleafures.

His folicitude cannot reft with his 
bones: the grave is not deep enough to 
hide it; he extendeth his thoughts be-

H  4 yond
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yond his being : he befpeaketh praife, 
to be paid when he is gone: but whofo 
promifeth it, deceiveth him.

As the man who engageth his wife 
to remain in widowhood that file difturb 
not his foul; fo is he who expeileth that 
praife ihall reach his ears beneath the 
earth; or cheriih his heart in its ihroud.

Do well whilft thou liveft; but re
gard not what is faid of it: content 
thyfelf with deferving praife, and thy 
poilerity ihall rejoice in hearing it.

As the butterfly, who feeth not her 
own colours ; as the jeflamine, which 
fcenteth not the odour it cafteth a- 
round ; fo is the man who appeareth 
gay, and biddeth others to take note of 
it .

T o  whatpurpofe, faith he, is my ven
ture o f gold, to what end are mv tables 
idled with dainties, if  no eye gaze up- 
on them, if  the world know it not ? 
give thy raiment to the naked ; and thy 
food unto the hungry ; loihalt thou be

p railed;
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prailed; and ihalt feel that thou deferv- 
eft it.

W hy beftoweft thou on every man 
the flattery of unmeaning words ? thou 
knoweft that when returned unto thee 
thou regarded: it not. He knoweth he 
lieth unto thee: yet he knoweth thou 
wilt thank him for it. Speak in fince- 
rity, and thou {halt hear with inftrac
tion.

The vain delighteth to fpeak of hhn- 
felf; but he feeth not that others like 
not to hear him.

If he hath done any thing worthy of 
praife; if he poifefs that which is wor
thy of admiration; his joy is to proclaim 
it; his pride is to hear it reported. The 
deiire of luch a man defeateth itfelf: 
men fay not, behold he hath done i t ; 
or fee he pofleffeth i t ; but mark how 
proud he is of it.

The heart of man cannot attend at 
once to many things: he who fixeth
his foul on ihew. lofeth reality: he pur-

fueth
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faeth babbles which break in their 
flight, while he treads to earth what 
Would do him honour.

c h a p . ir.

I N C O N S T A N C Y .

NA T U R E  urgeth thee to Incon- 
ftancy, O  man ! therefore guard 

thyfelf at all times againft it.
Thou art from the womb of thy mo

ther various and wavering ; from the 
loins of thy father inheriteft thou infta- 
b ility : how then lhalt thou be firm ?

Thofe who gave thee a body furnifh- 
ed it with weaknefs; but he who gave 
thee a foul, armed thee with refolution: 
employ it and thou art wife : be wife 
and thou art happy.

Let him who doeth well, beware 
how he boafteth of i t ; for rarely is it 
o f his own will.

Is it not the event of an impulfe 
from without ? born o f uncertainty;

enforced
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enforced by accident; dependent on 
fomewhat elfe ? to thefe then, and to 
accident is the praife due.

Beware of irrefolution in the intent 
of thy aftions; beware of in ability  in 
the execution ; fo {halt thou triumph 
over two great failings of thy nature.

What reproacheth reafon more than 
to aft contrarieties ? what can fupprefs 
the tendencies to thefe, but firmnefs of 
mind ?

The Inconflant feeleth that he chang- 
eth, but he knoweth not why;  he 
feeth that he efcapeth from himfelf, but 
he perceiveth not how : be thou inca
pable of change in that which is right; 
and men will rely upon thee.

Eftablifti unto thyfelf principles of 
aftion; and fee that thou ever aft ac
cording to them.

Firft know that thy principles are 
juft; and then be thou inflexible in 
the path of them.

So lhall thy paffions have no rule 
over thee : fo fhall thy conilancy en-

fure



iure unto thee the good thou poiTeifeft; 
and drive from thy door misfortune: 
anxiety and difappointmenc ihall be 
itrangers to rhy gates.

Sufpecl not evil in any one» until 
thou feed i t : when thou feeft it, for
get it not.

Wholb hath been an enemy, cannot 
be a friend ; for man mendeth not ot 
his faults.

How fliould his actions be right, 
who hath no rule of life? nothing can 
be juft which proceedeth not Irom 
reafon.

The Inconftant hath no peace in his 
foul; neither can any be at eafe, whom 
he concerneth himfelf with.

His life is unequal : his motions are 
irregular: his foul changeth with the 
weather.

To-day he loveth thee ; to-morrow 
thou art detefted by him : and why? 
himfelf knoweth not wherefore he 
loved, or wherefore he now hateth.

To-day he is the tyrant; to-morrow
thy
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thy icrvant is lei's humble ; and why ? 
he who is arrogant without power, will 
be fervile where there is no fubiebVion.

To-day he is profufe ; to-morrow he 
grudgeth unto his mouth that which 
it ihould e a t: thus it is with him that 
knoweth not moderation.

Who ill all iay of the camelion he is 
black, when the moment after, the ver
dure of the grafs overfpreadeth him ?

Who (hall fay of the Inconftant he is 
joyful, when his next breath fhail be 

1 fpent in iighing ?
f What is the life of fuch a man but 

the phantom of a dream ? in the morn
ing he rifeth happy; at noon he is on 
the rack : this hour he is a god; the 
next below a worm : one moment he 
laugheth ; the nekt he weepeth: he 
now willeth ; in an inftant he willeth 
not; and in another he knoweth not 
Whether he willeth or no.

Yet neither eafe nor pain have fixed 
them (elves on him; neither is he wax
ed greater, ox become lefs; neither

h a t h



hath he had caufe for laughter, nor 
reafon for his forrow : therefore fhall 
none of them abide with him.

The happinefs of the Inconílant is 
as a palace built on the furface of the 
fand ; the blowing of the wind carrieth 
away its foundation: what wonder 
then that it falleth ?

But what exalted form is this, that 
hitherward dire&s its even* its unin
terrupted courfe; whofe foot is on the 
earth, whofe head above the clouds?

On his brow iitteth majeilyj lleadi- 
nefs is in his port; and in his heart 
xeigneth tranquillity.

Though obilacles appear in the way, 
he deigneth not to look down upon 
them : tho’ heaven and earth oppofe 
his paiTage, he proceedeth.

T h e mountains fink beneath his 
tread : the waters of the ocean are dri
ed up under the foie of his foot.

The tiger throweth herfelf acrois his
T O
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way in vain; the fpots of the leopard 
glow againft him unregarded.

He marcheth through the embattled 
legions: with his hand he putteth aiide 
the terrors of death.

Storms roar againft his fhoulders, but 
are not able to ihake them: the thun
der burfteth over his head in vain; the 
lightning ferve.th but to ihew the glo
ries of his countenance.

H is name is Refolution! he cometh 
from the utmoft part of the earth : he 
feeth happinefs afar off before him ; his 
eye difcovereth her temple beyond the 
limits o f the pole*

He walketh up to it; he entereth 
boldly; and he remaineth there for 
ever.

Eftabliih thy heart, O man! in that 
which is right» and then know the 
greateft o f human praife is to be im
mutable,

C H A P ,



C H A P .  III.

W E A K N E S S .

V A I N  and inconftant as thou art, 
O child of imperfection! how 

canft thou be but weak ? Is not incon- 
ftancyconne&ed with frailty ? can there 
be vanity without infirmity ? avoid the 
danger of the on e; and thou fhalt 
efcape the mifchiefs of the other.

Wherein art thou moft weak.? In 
that wherein thou feemeft moft ftrong: 
in that wherein moft thou glorieft: 
even in poiTeiling the thing which thou 
haft; in ufing the good that is about 
thee.

Are not thy defires alfo frail? or 
knoweft thou even what it is thou 
wouldft wifh ? When thou haft ob
tained what moft thou foughteft after, 
behold it contenteth thee not.

Wherefore lofeth the pleafure that 
is before thee its relifh ? and why ap- 
pearetb that which is yet to copie, the

fwecter ?
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fweeter ? becaufe thou art wearied with 
the good of this, becaufe thou knoweft 
not the evil of that which is not with 
thee. Know that to be content is to 
be happy.

Could# thou chufe for thyfelf; would 
thy Creator lay before thee all thac 
thine heart could afk for; would happi- 
nefs then remain with thee ? or would 
joy dwell always in thy gates?

A las! thy weaknefs forbiddeth it l 
thy infirmity deelareth again# it. Va„ 
riety is to thee in the place of pieafure j 
but that which permanently delight- 
eth, mu# be permanent.

When it is gone, thou repenteft the 
lofs of i t ; tho* while it was with thee, 
thou defpifedft it*

That which fucceedeth it, hath no 
more pleafurefor thee ; and thou after
wards quarreleft with thyfelf for pre
ferring i t : behold theQnlycircumftance 
in which ihGU erre# not. •

Is there aily thing in which thy weak-
ttsfs appeared more than in defiring

I  things?



things? it is in the pofleifing, and in 
the uiing them.

Good things often ceafe to be good 
in our enjoyment of them ; what nature 
meant to be pure fweets, are fources of 
bitternefs to us: from our delights arife 
pain : from our joys forrow.

Be moderate in thy enjoyment; and 
it  ihall remain in thy polTeffion : let thy 
joy be founded on reafon; and to its 
end ihall forrow be a ftranger.

The delights of love are uihered in by 
iighs, and they terminate in languifh- 
ment and dejedlion : the objedt thou 
burnedilfor naufeateswith fatiety; and? 
no fooner hadft thou poflefled it, but 
thou wert weary of its prefence.

Join efteem to thy adm irationunite 
friendlhip with thy love : fo ihalt thou 
find in the end that content furpaifeth* 
raptures; that tranquillity is of more* 
worth than extafy.

God hath given thee no good with
out its admixture o f evil ; but he hath

given
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given thee alfo the means of throwing 
off the evil from it.

As joy is not without its allay of pain» 
fo neither is forrow without its portion 
o f pleafure. Joy and grief tho’ unlike 
are united: our own choice only can 
give them to us entire.

Melancholy itfelf often giveth de
light : and the extremity of joy is ming
led with tears.

T he beft things in the hands of a fool i  
may be turned to his deftru&ion: an dll 
out of the worll the wife will find thcfl 
means of good. II

So blended is weaknefs in thy nature, * 
O  m an! that thou haft not ftrength ei
ther to be good or to be evil entirely : 
rejoice that thou canft not excel in evil: 
and let the good that is within thy 
reach content thee.

The virtues are allotted to various 
ftations: feek not after impoffibilities, 
nor grieve that thou canft not poflefs 
them all.
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Wouldft thou at once have the libe
rality of the rich, and the contentment 
of the poor? or fhould the wife of thy 
bofom be defpifed becauie ihe fhevveth 
not the virtues of the widow ?

If thy father link before thee in the 
divifions of thy country, can at once 
thy juttice deitroy him, and thy duty 
fave his life ?

I f  thou behold thy brother in the 
agonies of a flow death, is it not mercy 
to put a period to his life ? and is it not 
alfo death to be his murderer?

Truth is but one; thy doubts are of 
thine own railing: he who made virtues 
what they are, planted alfo in thee a 
knowledge of their pre-eminence : in
form thy foul, and aft as that dilates
to thee; and the end lhall be always 
right. ■
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O f  the I n s u f f i c i e n c y  o f

K N O W L E D G E .

IF there is any thing lovely; if there 
is any thing deiirable; if there is 

any thing within the reach of man that 
L worthy of praife, is it not Know
ledge ? and yet who is it that attaineth 
unto it ? .

The ftatefman proclaimeth that he I 
hath i t : the ruler of the people claim-1 
eth the praife of it: but findeth the] 
fubjedl that he poifeileth it ?

Evil is not requisite to man; neither 
can vice be neceilary to be tolerated : 
yet how many evils are permitted by 
the connivance of the laws ? how many 
crimes committed by the decrees of the 
council ?

But be wife, O ruler! and learn, O 
thou that art to command the nations! 
one crime authorifed by thee is worfe

I 3 than
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than the efcape of ten from puniih- 
ment.

When thy people are numerous; 
when thy Tons encreafe about thy table* 
fendeft thou them not out to ilay the 
innocent; and to fall before the fword 
o f him whom they have not offend
ed?

I f  the object of thy delires demand- 
eth the lives of a tboufand, fayelt thou 
not, I will have it? furely thou forget- 
eil that he who created thee, created 
alfo thefe; and that their blood is as 
rich as thine. «

Sayeff thou that juftice cannot be 
executed without wrong ? furely thine 
own words condemn thee.

Thou who flattereft with falfe hopes 
the criminal that he may confefs his 
guilt; art thou not unto him a crimi
nal ? or is thy guilt the lefs becaufe he 
cannot puniih it.

When thou commanded to the tor
ture him who is but fufpe&ed of i l l ;

dare it
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dareft thou to remember, that thou 
mayft rack the innocent ?

Is thy purpofe anfwered by the e- 
vent ? is thy foul fatisfied with his 
confeflion? pain will enforce him to 
fay what is not, as eafy as what is; and 
anguifh hath caufed innocence to ac- 
cufe herfelf.

That thou mayft not kill him with
out caule, thou doft worfe than kill 
him : that thou mayft prove whether he A 
be guilty, thou deftroyeft him innocent JL 

O blindnefs to all truth ! O infuffi-fj 
ciency of the wifdom of the wife fli 
know when thy Judge fhall bid theei! 
account for this; then ihalt thou wiih^ 
ten thoufand guilty to have gone free, 
rather than one innocent to ftand forth t 
againft thee.

Infufficient as thou art to the main
tenance of juftice, how ihalt thou ar
rive at the knowledge of truth ? hovsr 
ihalt thou afeend to the footftep of her 
throne ?

I 4 As



As the owl is blinded by the radiance 
o f the fun, fo fliall the bright counte
nance of truth dazzle thee in thy ap-

» proaches.
If thou wouldft mount up into her 

throne, firft bow thyfelf at her foot- 
ftool: i f  thou wouldft arrive at the 
knowledge of her, firft inform thyfelf 
/of thine own ignorance.

More worth is ihe than pearls, there
fore feek her carefully; the emerald, 

i and the fapphire, and the ruby, are as 
i dirt beneath her feet; therefore purfue 
§ her manfully.
I T he way to her is labour; attention 
j is the pilot that muft conduit thee into 
jj her ports: but weary not in the way ; 

for when thou art arrived at her, the 
toil ihall be to thee for pleafure.

; Say pot unto thyfelf, behold truth 
i breedeth hatred, and 1 will avoid it: 

diffimulation raifeth friends, and I will 
follow i t : are not the enemies made 
by truth better than the friends, ob
tained by

[i 
i:
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Naturally doth man defire the truth,

yet when it is before him, he will not 
apprehend i t : and if it force itfelf upon 
him, is he not offended at it ?

The fault is not in truth, for that is 
amiable: but the weaknefs of man 
beareth not its fplendor.

Would’il thou fee thine infufficiency 
•more plainly ; view thylelf at thy de
votions? T o  what end was religion in- 
ilituted, but to teach thee thine infir
mities; to remind thee of thy weak
ness ; to {hew thee that from heaven 
alone thou art to hope for good ?

Doth it not remind thee that thou art 
duft? doth it not tell thee that thou art 
aihes ? And behold repentance: is it 
not built on frailty ?

When thou gitfeft an oath; when 
thou fwearelt thou wilt not deceive; 
behold it fpreadeth fhame upon thy 
face, and upon the face of him that re- 
ceiveth i t : dearn to be juft, and re
pentance may be forgotten : k|rn to 
be honeil, and oaths are unneceffary.

The
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TKe ihorter follies are ihe better: 

•fay not therefore to thyfelf 1 will not 
play the fool by halves.

He that heareth his oWn -faults with 
patience ihall reprove another with 
boldnefs.

He that giveth a denial with reafon, 
fhall fuffer a repulfe with moderation.

If thou art lufpe&ed, anfwer with 
freedom: whom Ihould fufpicion af
fright except the guilty ?

The tender of heart is turned from 
his purpofe by fupplications; the proud 
is rendered more obftinate by en
treaty: the fenfe of thine infufEci- 
ency commandeth thee to hear; but 
to -be juft thou muft hear without thy 
paffions.

h.
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C H A P *  v.
M I S E R Y .

E E B L E  and inefficient as thou

Part II. of H uman  L i f e . *39

art, O man ! in good ; frail and 
inconftant as thou art in pleafure; yet 
s there a thing in which thou art ftron  ̂

and unfhaken : its name is Mifery.
It is the character of thy being; the 

prerogative of thy nature: in thy breaft 
alone it reiideth; without thee there is 
nothing of it : and behold, what is its 
fource, but thine own paffions ?

He who gave thee thefe, gave thee 
alio reafon to iubdue them ; exert it 
and thou fhalt trample them under thy 
feet.

Thine entrance into the world, is it 
not fhameful ? thy deilruttion, is it not 
glorious? loI men adorn the inftru- 
ments of death with gold and gems, 
and wear them above their garments.

He who begetteth a man hideth his 
face; but he who killeth a thoufand k  
honoured.
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K n o w  t h o u  n o t w i t h f t a n d i n g  t h a t  i 

t h i s  i s  e r r o r : c u f t o m  c a n n o t  a l t e r  t l  
n a t u r e  o f  t r u t h ;  n e i t h e r  c a n  t h e  c p i  
n i o n  o f  m a n  d e f t r o y  j u f t i c e  :  t h e  g l o r  
a n d  t h e  f h a m e  a r e  m i f p l a c e d .

1 ' h e r e  i s  b u t  o n e  w a y  f o r  m a n  t o  fc 
p r o d u c e d :  t h e r e  a r e  a  t h o u f a n d  b  
w h i c h  h e  m a y  b e  d e f t r o y e d .

T h e r e  i s  n o  p r a i f e  o r  h o n o u r  t o  h i r  
w h o  g i v e t h  b e i n g  t o  a n o t h e r  ;  b u t  t r ;  
u m p h s  a n d  e m p i r e  a r e  t h e  r e w a r d s  c  
m u r d e r .

Y e t  h e  w h o  h a t h  m a n y  c h i l d r e n  h a t  
a s  m a n y  b l e f f i n g s :  a n d  h e  w h o  h a t !  
t a k e n  a w a y  t h e  l i f e  o f  a n o t h e r ,  i h a ;  
n o t  e n j o y  h i s  o w n .

W h i l e  t h e  f a v a g e c u r f e t h  t h e  b i r t h  c  
h i s  f o n ,  a n d  b i e f f e t h  t h e  d e a t h  o f  h i  
f a t h e r ,  d o t h  h e  n o t  c a l l  h i m f e l f  a  m e n  
f t e r  ?

E n o u g h  o f  e v i l  i s  a l l o t t e d  u n t o  m a n  
b u t  h e  m a k e t h  i t  m o r e  w h i l e  h e  l a  

m e n t e t h  i t .
T h e  g r e a t e f t  o f  a l l  h u m a n  i l l s  i s  f o r  

r o w  :  t o o  m u c h  o f  t h i s  t h o u  a r t  b o r
unto
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j r o ;  add r o c  u n t o  i t  b y  t h i n e  o w n

’rverieneis.
Grief is natural to thee, and is al

ways about thee; pleafure is a itranger, 
id vifiteth thee but at times: uie well 
lyreafon, and forrow fhall be cail be- 
ind thee : be prudent, and the vifits of 
w fhall remain long with thee.
Every part of thy frame is capable of

I-row: but few and narrow are the 
;hs that lead to delight.

?leafu'res can be admitted only iim- 
•• but pains rufh in a thoufand at a
ne.
As the blaze of ftraw fadeth as foon 
it is kindled; fo pafieth away the 
ightnefs of joy, and thou knoweft not
hat is become of it.
Sorrow is frequent; pleafure is rare: 
iin cotneth of itfelf; delight muft be 
irchafed : grief is unmixed j but joy 
anteth not its allay of bitternefs.
As the founded: health is lefs per-
dved than the lighted; malady, fo the

hiaheft
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higheft joy touches us Jefs deep, than 
the imalleft forrow.

W e are in love with anguifh; we often 
fly from pleafure: when we purchaie 
it, eoileth it not more than it is worth ?

Reflection is the bufinefs of man ; a 
fenfe of his ltate is his hrft duty: but 
who remembereth himfelf in joy? is 
it not in mercy then that forrow is al. 
Jotted unto us ?

Man foreteeth the evil that is to 
com e: he remembereth it when it is 
pail; he coniidereth not that the 
thought of affliction woundeth deeper 
than the affliction itfeJf: think not of 
thy pain but when it is upon thee, and 
thou fhalt avoid what molt would hurt 
thee.

He who weepeth before he needeth, 
weepeth more than he needeth; and 
why ? but that he loveth weeping.

T h e flag weepeth not till the fpear 
is lilted up agatnlt him ; nor do the 
tears of the beaver fall till the hound is 
ready to feize h im ; man anticipated

death

I



eath by the apprehenfion of i t ; and 
he fear is greater mifery, than the 

>4vent itfelf.
B e always prepared to give an account 

pf thine ailions, and the bell death is 
hat which is leaft premeditated.

art II. of H u m a n  L i f e . 14$

S i
C H A P .  VI

O f  J U D G M E N T .\

T H E  greateft bounties given to 
man are judgment and w ill: hap- 

;py is he who mifapplieth them not.
! As the torrent that rolleth down the 
mountains, deftroyeth all that is borne 
away by i t ; fo doth common opinion 
overwhelm reafon, in him who fub- 
mitteth to.it, without faying, what is 
thy foundation ?

See that what thou receive!! as truth 
be not the ihadow of it : what thou ac- 
knowledge!! as convincing is often but 
plaufible: be firm; beconftant; de
termine for th y fd f; fo ihalt'thou be

anfwer*
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anfwerable only for thine own weak- 
nefs.

Say not that the event proveth the 
wiidom of the atlion : remember man 
is not above the reach of accidents*

Condemn not the judgment of an
other, becaufe i.t diifereth from thine 
own : may not even both be in an er
ror ?

When thou edeemeth a man for his 
titles, and contemneft the dranger be
cause he vvanteth them; judged thou 
not of the camel by his bridle?

Think not thou art revenged of.thine 
enemy when thou flayed him: thou 
putted him beyond thy reach* thou 
gived him quiet; .Tnd thou takeft from 
thyfelf all means of hurting him.

Was thy mother incontinent, and 
grieveth it thee to be told of it ? isjraiity 
in thy wife, and art thou pained at the 
reproach of it ? he who defpifeth thee 
for it, condemneth him felf: art thou 
ani'werable for the vices of another ?

D if*



Difregard not a jewel becaufe thou. 
poifeiTeft i t : neither enhance thou the 
value of a thing becaufe it is another’s : 
poileilion to the wife addeth to the 
price of it.'

Honour not thy wife thelefs becaufe 
fhe is in thy power: and defpife him. 
that hath laid, wouldft thou love her 
lefs ? marry her ! What hath put her 
into thy power, but her confidence in 
thy virtue ? fhouldft thou love her lefs 
for being more obliged to her?

I f  thou wert juft in thy courtfhip of 
h er; tho’ thou negle&eft her while thou: 
haft her, yet fhall her lofs be bitter toi 
thy foul.

He who thinketh another beft only 
becaufe he polTeiTeth her ; i f  he be not 
wifer than thee, at leaft he is more 
happy.

W eigh not the lofs thy friend hath 
fuffered by the tears he iheddeth ; the 
greateft griefs are oft above thefe ex- 
preflions of them.

K
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Eileem not an aition becaufe it is 
done with noifeand pomp : the nobleft 

ibul is that which doth great things, 
pnd is not moved in the doing them.

Fame aftonifheth the ear of him who
■ - ;

Jieareth i t ; but tranquillity rejoiceth 
the heart that is pofiefied of it.

Attribute not the good adlions of an
other to bad caufes; thou canil not 
know his heart; but the world will 
know by this that thine is full of envy.

There is not in hypocrify more vice 
than folly : to be honeft is as eafy as to 
teem fo.

Be more ready to acknowledge a be
nefit, than to revenge an injury: fo fhait 
thou have more benefits than injuries 
done unto thee.
t,-. i .

Be more ready to love than to hate; 
fo fhalt thou be loved by more than 
hate thee.

Be willing to commend, and be flow 
to cenfure; fo ihall praife be upon thy 
virtues, and the eye of enmity ihall be
‘blind to thy imperfections.

*  *  *

14.6 The Opc.ONQMy Part II.



When thou doft good, do it becaufe 
it is good; not becaufe men efteem i t : 
when thou avoideft evil, fly it becaufe 
it is evil; not becaufe men fpeak againit 
i t : be honeft for love of honefty, and 
thou ihalt be uniformly fo : he that doth 
it without principle is wavering.

Wiih rather to reprove by the wife, 
than to be applauded by him who hath 
no underilanding : when they tell thee 
of a fault, they fuppofe thou canft im
prove ; the other when he praifeth thee 
thinketh thee like unto himfelf.

Accept not an office for which thou 
art not qualified ; left he who knoweth 
more of it defpife thee.

Inftrudi not another in that wherein 
thyfelf art ignorant; when he feeth it, 
he will upbraid thee.

Expe£ not a friendifyip with him who 
hath injured thee: he who fuffereth the 
wrong may forgive i t ; but he who do- 
eth it, it never will be well with him.

Lay not too great obligations on him 
thou wifheth to be thy friend; behold l

2 the
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he fenfe o f them will drive him from 
hee : a little benefit alienateth friend- 
h ip , a great one maketh an enemy.

Neverthelefs ingratitude is not in the 
jature of man : neither is his anger ir- 
econciieable : he hateth to be put in 

mind of a debt he cannot pay : he is 
aihamed in the prefence of him whom 
he nath injured.

Repine not at the good of a ftranger; 
neither rejoice thou in the evil that be
fall eth thine enemy : wilheft thou that 
others Ihould do thus by thee ?

Wouldft thou enjoy the good-will of 
all men ; let thine own benevolence be 
univerfal. I f  thou obtaineft it not by 
this, no other means could give it thee: 
and knoWj tho* thou haft it not, thou 
haft the greater pleafure of having me
rited it*

CHAP,
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C H A P .  VII,

P R E S U M P T I O N .
R I D E  and meannefs feem incom-
patible ; but man reconcileth con

trarieties : he is at once the moil mifer- 
able and the molí arrogant of all crea
tures.

Preemption is the bane of reafon; 
it is the nurfe of error: yet is it conge
nial with reafon in us.

Who is there that judgeth not either 
too highly of himfelf, or thinketh too 
meanly of others ?

Our Creator himfelf efcapeth not our 
preemption : how then íhali we be iafe 
from one another ?

What is the origin of fuperftition ? 
and whence arifeth falfe worihip? from 
our prefuming to reafon about what is 
above our reach; to comprehend what 
is incompreheniible.

Limited and weak as our underftand- 
ings are, we employ not even their lit-

K  3 tie



tie forces as we ought : we foar not high 
enough in our approaches to God’s 
greatnefs ; we give not wing enough to 
our ideas, when we enter into the ado
ration of divinity.

Man who fears to breathe a whifper 
againll his earthly fovereign, trembles 
not to arraign the difpenfations of his 
God : he forgetteth his majefty, and 
re-judgeth his judgments.

He who dareth not repeat the name 
o f his prince without honour, yet bluih- 
eth not to call that of his Creator to be 
witnefs to a lye.

He who would hear the fentence of 
the magiftrate with iilence, yet dareth 
to plead with the Eternal : he attempt
e d  to footh him with intreaties ; to flat
ter him with promifes ; to agree with 
him upon conditions ; nay to brave and 
murmur at him if  his requeft is not 
granted.

W hy art thou unpunifhed, O  man ! 
in thy impiety, but that this is not thy 
day o f retribution ?

Be

i$o The O e c o n o m y  Part II.
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Be not like unto thofe who fight with, 

the thunder, nor dare thou to deny thy 
creator thy prayers beeaufehe chailifetH"; 
thee : thy madnefs is on thine own head 
in this : thy inipiéty hürtëth noi One buE 
thy i elf.

Why boafleth man that he is the fa-' 
vourite oi his m iker; yet negle&eth to» 
pay his thanks, his adorations for it ? 
how fuiteth fuch a life with a belief ic> 
haughty ?

Man, who is truly but à mote in the 
wide expanfe, helieveth the whole earth., 
and heaven created for him : he think- 
eth the whole frame of nature hath in- 
tereil in his well - being.

As the fool, while the imagés trem '̂ 
ble on the bofom of the water, thinketh 
that trees, towns, and the wide horizon 
are dancing to do him pleafure, fo man 
while nature performs her deftined, 
courfe, believes that all her motions are 
but to entertain his eye.

While he courts the rays of the fun 
to warm him, hefuppofethitmadeon-

K 4 ly



]y to be of ufe to him : while he traceth 
the moon in her mighty path, he be- 
iieveth ihe was created to do him plea- 
fure.

Fool to thine own pride ! be hum
ble ! know thou art not the caufe why 
the world holdeth its courfe: for thee 
are not made the viciffitudes of fummer 
and winter.

No change would follow if  thy whole 
race exifted n o t: thou art but one a- 
mong millions that are bleffed in it.

Exalt not thyfelf to the heavens, for 
Jo the angels are above thee : nor dif- 
dain thy fellow-inhabitants of the earth* 
for that they are beneath thee: are they 
not the work of the lame hand ?

Thou who art happy, by the mercy of 
thyCreator, how dareft thou in wanton- 
nefs put others of his creatures to tor
ture ? beware that it return not upon 
thee.

Serve they not all the fame univerfal 
mailer with .thee? hath he not appoint
ed unto eacn its laws ? hath he not care

of

152 The Oe c o  n o  m y  Part II.



Part II. of H u m a n  L i f e . 153 
of their prefervation ? and dareft thou 
to infringe it ?

Set not thy judgment above that of 
all the earth: neither condemn as falf- 
hood what agreethnot with thine own 
apprehenfion : who gave thee the pow
er of determining for others ? or who 
took from the world the right of choice?

How many things have been rejected 
which now are received as truths r how 
many now received as truths fhal) in 
their turn be defpifed ? of what then 
can man be certain ?

Do the good that thou knoweft, and 
happinefs ihall be unto thee: virtue is 
more thy buiinefs here than wifdom.

Truth and falfhood, have they not 
the fame appearance in what we under
hand not ? what then but our preem p
tion can determine between them?

We eaiily believe what is above our 
compreheniion ; or we are proud to 
pretend it, that we may appear to have 
underitanding : is not this folly and 
arrogance ?

Who



Who is it that affirms moft boldly ? 
who is it that holds his opinion moll 
obllinateiy ? even he who hath moft ig
norance; for he alfu hath moil pride.

Every man when he layech hold of 
an opinion deiireth to remain in i t ; but 
moil of all he who hath moil preem p
tion ; he contenteth not himfelf to be
tray his own foul into it, but he will 
iiripofe it on others to believe in it 
alfo.

Say not that truth is eflabliihed by 
years, or that in a multitude of believ
ers there is certainty.

One human proportion hath as much 
authority as another, i f  reafon maketh 
dot the difference *

1^4  The OEcoNONi Y Part II.
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B O O K  I II .

O f the A f f e c t i o n s  of M A N , which 
are hurtful to him lelf and others.

C H A P .  I.

C O V E T O U S N E S S .

R I C H E S  are not worthy a ftrong 
attention : an earnelt care of ob

taining them is therefore uniuftifiable.
The deiire of what man calleth good, 

the joy he taketh in pofleffing it, is 
grounded only in opinion : take not up 
that from the vulgar; examine the 
worth of things thyfelf, and thou (halt 
not be covetous.

An immoderate deiire of riches is a 
poifon lodged in the fou l; it contami
nates and deftroys every thing that was 
good in i t ; it is no fooner rooted there, 
than all virtue, all honefty, all natural 
affeition fly before the face of it.

The



The covetous would fell his children 
for gold : his parents might die ere he 
would open his coffer: nay, he confi- 
dereth not hiinfelf in refpeft of it : in 
the fearch of happinefs he maketh him- 
felf unhappy.

As the man who felleth his houfe to 
purchafe ornaments for the embellish
ment of i t ; even fo is he who giveth 
up peace in the fearch of riches, in hope 
he may be happy in enjoying them.

Where covetoufnefs reigneth, know 
that the foul is poor. Whofo account- 
eth not riches the principal good of 
man, will not throw away all other 
goods in the purfuit o f them.

Whofo feareth not poverty as the 
greateft evil of his nature, will not pur
chafe to himfelf all other evils in the 
avoiding o f it.

Thou fool, is not virtue more worth 
than riches ? is not guilt more bafe than 
poverty ? enough for his neceflities is in 
the power of every m an: be content 
with it, and thy happinefs lhall fmile

at
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at the forrows of him who heapeth up
more.

Nature hath hid gold beneath the 
earth, as unworthy to be feen; filver 
hath ilie placed where thou trample!!: 
it under thy fe e t: meaneth ihe not by 
this to inform thee, that gold is not 
worthy thy regard ? that filver is be
neath thy notice ? ~

Covetoulnefs burieth under the 
ground millions of wretches : they dig 
for their hard mailers what returneth 
the injury; what maketh them more, 
miferable than thefe their ilaves- 

The earth is barren of good things 
where ihe hoardetn uptreaiure: where 
gold is in her bowels, there no herb 
groweth.

As the horfe findeth not there his 
grafs, nor the mule his provender; as 
the fields of corn laugh not on the fides 
of the hills ; as the olive holdeth not 
forth there her fruits, nor the vine her 
clutters j even fo no good dwelleth in

the
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the breaft of him whofe heart broodeth 
over his treafure.

Riches are fervants to the wife ; but 
they are tyrants over the foul o f the 
fool.

T he covetous ferveth his gold, it 
ferveth not h i m; he pofleiTeth his 
wealth as the iick doth a fever ; it burn- 
eth and tortureth him, and will not quit 
him until death.

Hath not gold deftroyed the virtue 
of millions ? did it ever add to the 
goodnefs o? any ?

Is it not moll abundant with the 
w orilof men ? wherefore then ihouldft 
thou deiire to be diflinguilhed by pof- 
feiling it ?

Have not the wifeft been thofe who 
have had leaft of it ? and is not wifdom 
happinefs ?

Have not the worft of thy fpecies 
poiTefied the greateft portions of it ? and 
hath not their end been miferable ?

Poverty wanteth many things; but
covetoufnefs dcnieth itfclf alb

The
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The covetous can be good to no man : 

but he is to none fo cruel as tohimfelf.
Be induftrious to procure gold; and 

be generous in the difpofal of it: man 
never is fo happy as when he giveth 
happinefs unto another.

c h a p . ir.

P R O F U S I O N .
' *

IFl there be a vice greater than the 
hoarding up of riches, it is the em

ploying them to ufelefs purpofes.
He that prodigally lavifheih that 

which he hath to fpare, robbeth the 
poor of what nature giveth him a right 
unto.

He who fquandereth away his trea- 
fure refufeth the means to do good: he 
denieth himfelf the pradHce of virtues 
whofe reward is in their hand ; whofe 
end is no other than his own happi
nefs.

is more difficult to be well with



riches, than to be at eafe under the 
want of them : man governeth himfelf 
much eafier in poverty than in abun
dance.

Poverty requireth but one virtue, 
patience, to fupport i t : the rich, if he 
have not charity, temperance, pru
dence, and many more, is guilty.

The poor hath only the good of his 
own ftate committed unto him ; the 
rich is entrufted with the welfare of 
thoufands.

He that giveth away his treafure 
wifely, giveth away his plagues: he 
that retaineth their increafe, heapeth 
up forrows.

Refufe not unto the ftranger that 
which he wanteth; deny not unto thy 
brother even that which thou wanteft 
thyfelf.

Know there is more delight in being 
without what thou haft given, than in 
poftefting millions which thou knoweft 
not the ufe of.

C H A P .
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C H A P .  III.

r e v e n g e

H E root of revenge is in the
weakneis of the foul : the moll 

abiecl and timorous are the moll ad
dicted to it.

Who torture thofe they hate, bat 
cowards? who murder thofe they rob* 
but women ?

The feeling an injury mail be pre
vious to the revenging it j but the noble 
mind difdaineth to fay it hurts me.

If the injury is not below thy notice, 
he that doth it unto thee, makethhim- 
felf fo : wouldft thou enter the lifts with, 
thine inferior ?

Difdain the man who attempteth to 
wrong thee : contemn him who would 
give thee difquiet.

In this thou not only preferveft thine 
own peace, but thou infli&eft ill the 
punifliment o f revenge* without Hoop-» 
ing to employ it agaipft him.

L As



As the tempeft and the thunder affeft 
not the fun or the ftars, but fpend their 
fury on ftones and trees below ; fo in
juries afcend not to the fouls o f the 
great, but wafte themfetves on fuch as 
are thofe who offer them.

Poornefs o f fpirit wifi aduate re
venge; greatnefs of foul defpifeth the 
offence; nay, it doth good unto him 
who intended tohave difturbed it.

W hy feekeft thou vengeance, O  man l 
w ith what purpofe k  it that thou pur- 
iueft it? think eft thou to pain thine 
adverfary by it?  know chat thyfelf 
fceieft its greateft torment.

Revenge gnaweth the heart o f hint 
w h o is infeded with i t ;  while he 
againft whom it is intended remain- 
«th eafy.

It is unjuft in the anguiih it in fiids; 
therefore nature intended it not for 
thee: needeth he who is injured, more 
pain ? or ought he to add force to the 
afflidion which another hath caft upon 
him ? _

%6z The Oe c o n o m y  PartII.



Part II. o f H u m a n  L i f e . i 6 f  
T he mao who meditateth revenge i$ 

not content with the mifchief he hath 
received, He addeth to his anguiih the 
puniihment due unto another j while 
he whom he feekcth to hurt, goeth his 
way laughing*, he maketh himfelf 
merry at this addition to his mifery.

Revenge is painful in the intent; and 
it is dangerous in the execution: feldoiu 
doth the axe fall where he who lifted it 
up intended; and lo 1 he remembereth 
not that it mu if recoil againft him. - 

Whilit the revengeful feeketh his 
enemy’s hurt, he oftentimes procureth 
his own deitru&ion : while he aimeth 
atone of the eyes of his adverfary, lo! 
he putteth out both his own.

I f  he attain not his end, he lament* 
eth i t : if  he fucceed, he repenieth of 
it. The fear o f juftice taketh away the 
peace of his own foul ; the care to 
hide him from it deftroyeth that of his 
friend.

Can the death of thine adverfary fa-
L 2 tiate
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tiate thy hatred ? can the fetting him 
at reft reftore thy peace ?

Wouldft thou make him forry for his 
offence, conquer him and fpare him: 
in death he owneth not thy fuperi- 
ority; nor feeleth he more the power 
of thy wrath.

In revenge there ihould be a triumph 
o f the avenger : and he who hath in
jured him ihould feel his difpleafure; 
he ihould fuffer pain from it, and ihould 
repent him of the caufe.

This is the revenge infpired from 
aqger; but that which maketh thee 
greateft, is contempt.

Murder for an injury arifeth only 
from cowardice: he who infli&eth it 
feareth that the enemy may live, and 
avenge himfelf.

Death endeth the quarrel; but it re- 
ftoreth not the reputation : killing is an 
a£t of caution, not of courage; it is 
fafe, but it is not honourable.

* There is nothing fo eafy as to re
venge



venge an offence; but nothing is fa 
honourable as to pardon it.

The greateft vi&ory man can obtain 
is over himfelf: he that difdaineth to 
feel an injury retorteth it upon him 
who offereth it.

When thou meditated revenge* thou 
confeiTeil that thou feel eft the wrong: 
when thou complained, thou acknow
ledged; thyfelf hurt by i t : meaneftthou 
to add this triumph to the pride of thine 
enemy ?

That cannot be an injury which is 
not felt: how then carThe who de- 
fpifeth it revenge it ?

If thou think it diihonourableto bear 
an offence, more is in thy power; thou, 
mayeft conquer it.

Good offices will make a man aihamed 
to be thine enemy. Greatnefs of foul 
will terrify him from the thought of 
hurting thee.

The- greater the wrong* the more 
glory is in pardoning i t ; and by how 
much more juftifiable would be re-

L  x venge,
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*enge, by fa much the more honour is 
in clemency.

Haft thou a right to be a judge in 
thine own caufe ; to be a party in the 
aét, and yet to pronounce fentence on 
it?  before thou condemneft, k t  an
other fay it is juft.

T he revengeful is feared« and there
fore he is hated : bat he that is endow
ed with clemency is adored. T he praife 
o f his aftions remaineth for ever ; and 
the love of the world attendeth him.

ï  66 The Oe c ô n o m y  ?*rt I î.

C H A P .  IV.

C R U E L T Y ,  H A T R E D ,  and
E N V Y .

E V  E N  G  E is deteftable : what
then is cruelty? lo! it poiTeiTeth 

the miichiefs of the other, bat it want- 
eth even the pretence of its provoca
tions.

Men difown it as not of their na
ture : they are afhamed o f it as a ftran-

ger



gcr to their hearts: do they not call it 
Inhumanity ?

Whence then is her origin ? unto 
what that is human oweth fhe her ex- 
iftence? her Father is Fear, and be
hold, Difmay, is it not her mother?

T he hero lifteth his fword again ft 
the enemy that reii&ethi butnofooner 
doth he lubmit than he is fatisfied.

It is not in honour to trample on the 
object that feareth ; it is not in virtue 
to infult what is beneath it : fubdue the i  
infolent and fpare the humble, and £ 
thou art at the height of vi&ory. p

He who wanteth virtue to arrive at 1 
this end 5 he who hath not courage to 1 
aicend thus into i t ; lo ! he fupplieth 
the place of conqueii by murder, of fo- 
vereignty by {laughter.

He who feareth all, flriketh at a ll; j 
why are tyrants cruel, but becauie they | 
live in terror ? |

The cur will tear the carcafe, though ] 
he dare not look it in the face while j  

• liv in g: but the hound that hunteth it \
h  4 t® I4
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to the death, mangleth it not after
wards.

Civil wars are the moft bloody, be- 
caufe thofe who fight them are cowards. 
Confpirators are murderers, becaufe in 

| death there is filence: is it not fear that 
l telleth them they may be betrayed ?
\ That thou mayft not be cruel, fet 

thyfelf too high for hatred : that thou 
mayft not be inhuman, place thyfelf 
above the reach of envy.

Every man may be viewed in two 
lights: in one he will be troublefome, 
in the other lefs ofFeniive : chufeto fee 
him in that in which he leaft hurteth 
th ee: then lhalt thou not do hurt unto

r  i \ ■ i ,

him.
W hat is there that a man may not 

turn unto his good ? in that which of- 
fendeth us moft, there is more ground 
for complaint than hatred. Man would 
be reconciled to him of whom he com- 
plaineth: what murdereth he but what 
he hateth ?

I f  thou art prevented o f a benefijt, fly
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not into rage: the lofs of thy reafon is 
the want of a greater.

Becaufe thou art robbed of thy cloak, 
would# thou ftrip rhyfelf of thy coat 
alfo ?
V ^

When thou envjeft the man whq 
poiTeifeth honours; when his titles and 
his greatnefs raife thy indignation : 
feek to know whence they came unto 
hjm ; enquire by what means he was 
poffeffed of them ; and thine envy will 
be turned into pity.

If the fame fortune were offered unto 
thee at the fame price; be aflured, if 
thou wert wife, thou would# retufe it.

What is the pay for titles but flat
tery ? how doth man purchafe power 
but by being a (lave to him who giveth 
it?

Wouldil thou lofe thine own liberty 
to be able to take away that of ano
ther? or canft thou envy him who 
doth fo ?

JVJan purchafeth nothing of his fupe- 
' riors. t , :

Part II. of H um an L i f e . 169



riors but for a price; and that price, is 
it not more than the value ? wouldft 
thou pervert thecuftoms of the worlds 
would ft thou have the purchafe and the 
price alfo ?

As thou canft not envy what thou 
wouldft not accept; difdain this caufe 
o f  hatred, and drive from thy foul this 
oecafion of the parent of cruelty.

I f  thou pofleffeft honour, canft thou 
envy that which is obtained at the ex
pence of it? if  thou knoweft the va
lue of virtue, pitieft thou not thofe who 
have bartered it fo meanly ?

When thou haft taught thyfelfto bear 
the feeming good of men without re
pining, thou wilt hear of their real 
happinefs with pleafure.

I f  thou fee ft good things fall to one 
who deferveth them, thou wilt rejoice 
in i t : for virtue is happy in the prof- 
perity o f the virtuous.

He who rejoiceth in the happinefs of 
another, increafeth by it his own.

C H A P .
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C H A P .  V.
H e a v i n e s s  o f H E A R T .

T H E  foul of the chearful forceth a 
fmile upon the face of aiHi&ion; 

but the defpondence of the fad, dead- 
eneth even the brightnefs of joy.

What is the fource of fadnefs but a 
feeblenefs of the foul ? what giveth it 
power but the want of fpirit ? roufe 
thyfelf to the combat, and ihe quitteth 
the field before thou ftrikeft.

She is an enemy to thy race; there
fore drive her from thy heart: fhe poi- 
foneth the fweets of thy life ; therefore 
fuffer her not to enter thy dwelling.

She raifeth the lofs of a Ifraw to the 
deftru&ion of thy fortune : while fhe 
vexeth thy foul about trifles, fhe rob- 
beth thee o f thine attention to the 
things of confequence; behold, fhe but 
propheiieth what fhe feemeth to relate 
unto thee.

She fpreadeth d row fine fs as a veil
over
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.over thy virtues: fhehideth them from 
jthofe who would honour thee on be
holding them : fheentangleth and keep- 
eth them down, while file maketh it 
moll necefTary for thee to exert them.

Lo ! ihe oppreffeth thee with evil j 
and ihe tieth down thine hands, when 
they would throw the Joad from off 
thee.

I f  thou wouldft avoid what is bafe; 
if  thou wouldft difdain whatjs coward
ly ; if  thou wouldft drive from thy heart 
what is unjuft, fuffer not fadnefs to lay 
hold upon it.

Suffer it not to cover itfelf with the 
face of piety : let it not deceive thee 
with a ihew of wifdom. Religion pay- 
jeth honour to thy M aker: let it r.ot be 
.clouded with melancholy: vyifdom 
maketh thee happy: know then that 
forrow, in her fight, is as a itranger.

For what ihould man be forrowful 
but for affii&ions.? why ihould his 
heart give up joy, when the caufes of 
ft are not removed from him? is not

this



this being miferable for the fake of 
mifery ?

As the mourner wholooketh fad be- 
cau fe he is hired to do fo ; who weepeth 
becaufe his tears are paid for; fuch is 
the man who fufFereth his heart to be 
fad, not becaufe he fuffereth aught, but 
becaufe he is gloomy.

it is not the occaiion that produceth 
the forrow ; for behold, the fame thing 
ihall be to another rejoicing.

Aik men if  their fadnefs maketh 
things the better j and themfelves will 
confefs to thee that it is folly; nay, they 
will praife him who beareth his ills 
with patience,who maketh head againlk 
misfortune with courage: applaufe 
ihould be followed by imitation.

Sadnefs is againft nature, for it trou* 
bleth her motions: lo ! it rendereth 
diitafteful whatfoever ihe hath made 
amiable.

As the oak falleth before the tempeft 
and raifeth not its head again ; fo bovv-
eih the hears of man -to ̂  the force of

fad-
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fadnefs, and returneth unto its ftrength 
no more.

As the fnow melteth upon the moun
tains from the rain that trickleth down 
their Tides, even fo is beauty waihed 
from off the cheeks b y  tears: and nei
ther the one nor the other reiloreth it- 
felf again for ever.

As the pearl is diffolved by the vi
negar, which feemeth at firft only to 
obfcure its furface; fo is thy happinefs, 
O  man l fwallowed up by heavinefs of 
heart, though at firft it feemeth only 
to cover it with its ihadoyv.

Behold fadnefs in the public ftreets: 
call thine eye upon her in the places of 
reibrt: doth any look upon her ? avoid- 
eth ihe not every one t and doth not 
every one flee from her prefence ?

See how flie droopeth her head, like 
the flower whofe root is cut afunder: 
fee how Ihe fixeth her eyes upon earth: 
fee how they ferve her to no purpofe 
but for weeping.

Is there in her mouth difeourfe ? is
there
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there in her heart the love of fociety ? 
is there in her foul, reafon ? aik her 
the caufe, and ihe knoweth it n o t: en
quire the occaiion, and behold there is 
none.

Yet doth her ftrength fail h er: lo f 
at length Ihe linketh into the grave; 
and no one fayeth what is become of 
her ?

Haft thou underftanding, and feeil 
thou not this ? haft thou piety, and per
ceived thou not thine error ?

God created thee in mercy: had he 
not intended thee to be happy, his be
neficence would not have called thee 
into exiftence: how dareft thou then 
to fly in the face of his majefty ?

While thou art moil happy with in
nocence, thou doeft him moil honour j 
and what is thy difeontent but mur
muring again ft him ?

Created he not all things liable to 
changes ? and dareft thou to weep at 
their changing,?

if
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If we know the law of nature, where

fore do we complain of it ? if  we are 
ignorant of it, what fhould we accufe 
but our blindnefs to what every mo
ment giveth us proof of?

Know that his not thou that art to 
give laws to the world : thy part is. to 
fubmit to them as thou findeft them ; 
if  they diitrefs thee, thy lamenting it 
but addeth to thy torment.

Be hot deceived with fair pretences, 
nor fuppofe that forrow he&leth misfor
tune : it is a poifon under the cpJourof 
a remedy : while it preterideth to draw 
the arrow from thy bread, lo ! it plun- 
geth it into thine heart.

W hile fadnefs feparateth thee from 
thy friends, doth it not fay thou art 
unlit forconverfation ? while it driveth 
thee into corners, doth it not proclaim 
that it is aihamed of itfelf ?

It is not In thy nature to meet the 
arrows o f ill fortune unhurt: nor doth 
reafon requireh  <?f th se; it inhyduty



to bear misfortune like a m an; but 
thou muft firft alfo feel it like one.

Tears may drop from thine eyes,tho* 
virtue falleth not from thine heart: be 
thou careful only that there is caufe, 
and that they flow not too abundantly.

The greatnefs of the evil is not to 
be reckoned from the number of tears 
ihed for i t : the greateft griefs are above 
thefe teftimonies; as the greateft joys 
are beyond utterance.

What is there that weakeneth the 
fpul like grief ? what deprelTeth it like 
fadnefs ?

Is the forrowful prepared for noble 
enterpriz.es ? or armeth he himfelf in 
the caufe o f virtue ?

Subjedt not thyfelf to ills, where 
there are in return no advantages; nei
ther facriiice thou the means of good 
unto that which is in itfelf an evil.
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B O O K  1V ?

O f the Advantages M A N  may ac
quire over l)is F eelow- C rea-
TURES.

1

C H A P .  I.

N O B I L I T Y  and H O N O U R .

NO B IL IT Y  refideth not but in the 
fou]; nor is there true honour 

except in virtue.
T he favour of princes tnay be bought 

b y  vice; rank and title may be pur- 
chafed for m oney: but thel'e are not 
true honour.

Crimes cannot e^alt a man to real 
g lo r y ; neither can gold make men no
ble.

When titles are the reward of virtue; 
when he is feton high who hath ferved 
bis country; he who beftoweth the ho
nours hath glory, like as he who receiv-



eth them ; and the world is benefited 
thereby.

Would!! thou wifh to be raifed, and 
men know not for what ? or would!! 
thou that they Ihould fay, why is this }

When the virtues o f the hero de
fee nd to his children, his titles accom
pany them w e ll: but when he who pof- 
fefleth them is unlike to him who de- 
ferved them ; lo l do they not call him 
degenerate ?

Hereditary honour is accounted the 
moil noble ; but reafon fpeaketh in the 
caufe of him who hath acquired it.

He who,meritlefi> himfelf, appealeth 
to the a&ions of his anccftors for his 
greatnefs, is like the thief who claimetb 
prote&ion by flying to the pagod.

What good is it to the blind that his 
parents could fee ? what benefit is it to 
the dumb that his grandfather was elo
quent ? even fo what is it to the mean 
that their predeceflors were noble ?

A mind difpofed to virtue maketh 
great the poilelTor of i t : and without

M 2  title?
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titles it will raife him above the vulgar.

He will acquire honour while others, 
receive it: and will he not fay unco 
them, fuch were the men whom thou 
glorieft in being derived from ?

As the ihadow waiteth on the fub- 
fiance, even fo true honour attendeth 
upon virtue.

Say not that honour is the child of 
boldnefs, nor believe thou that the ha
zard of life alone can pay the price of 
i t : it is not to the addion that it is due, 
but to the manner of performing it.

A ll are not called to the guiding the 
helm o f ftate; neither are armies to be 
commanded by every one : do well in 
that which is committed to thy charge, 
and praife ihall remain upon thee.

Say not that difficulties are necelfary 
to be conquered; or that labour and 
danger mult be in the way to renown; 
the woman who is chafle is fhe not 
praifed ? the man who is honeil de- 
ferveth he not. to be honoured ?

The



The thirft o f fame is violent; the 
delire of honour is powerful j and he 
who gave them to us, gave them for 
great purpofes.

«When defperate aftions are neceilary 
to the public ; when our lives are to be 
expofed for the good of our country, 
what can add force to virtue, but am
bition ?

It is not the receiving honour that 
delighteth the noble mind : its pride is 
the deferving it.

Is it not better men Ihould lay why 
hath not this man a itatue ? than that 
they ihould aik why he hath one ?

The ambitious will always be firilin 
the croud, lie preil'eth forward, he look- 
eth not behind him: moreanguifhis it 
to his foul to fee one before him, than 
joy to leave thoufands at adiftance.

The root o f ambition is in every 
man, but it rifeth not in a ll: fear keep- 
eth it down in fome ; in manyitisfup- 
preiled bymodefty.

It is the inner garment of the foul:
M  3 the-
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the firft thing put on by it with the 
fleih, and the lad it layeth down at its 
feparation from it.

It is an honour to thy nature when 
worthily employed : when thou direct
ed it to wrong purpofes, it lhameth and 
deftroyeth thee.

In the bread of the traitor ambition 
is covered: hypocrify hideth his face 
under her mantle j and cool diffimula- 
tion furniiheth her with fmooth words: 
but in the end men fhali fee what ihe 
is.

T he ferpent lofeth not his ding, tho* 
benumbed with the frod ; the tooth of 
the viper is not broken, tho* the cold 
clofeth his mouth: take pity on his 
date and he will (hew thee his fpirit: 
warm him in thy bofom* and he will 
requite thee with death.

H e that is truly virtuous, loveth vir
tue for herfelf; he difdaineth the ap- 
plaufe which ambition aimeth after.

How pitiable were the date of virtue 
i f  die could not be happy but from

another’s
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another’s pralfe! Ihe is too noble to 
feek recompence, and no more w ill, 
than can be rewarded.

T he higher the fun arifeth, the lefs 
Ihadow doth he make: even, fo the 
greater is the virtue, the lefs doth it 
covet praife: yet cannot it avoid its 
reward in honours.

Glory, like a ihadow, flieth him who 
puriueth it) but it fohoweth at the 
heels of him who would fly from i t : if  
thou courteft it without merit thou 
ihalt never attain unto i t : if thou de- 
ferveft it) though thou hideft thyfelf, ic 
will never forfake thee.

Purdue that which is honourable, do 
- that which is right; and the applaufe 

o f thine own coofcience will be more 
joy to thee than the (hours of millions 
who know not that thou deferveft them.

M 4 CHAP.



184 T h e O e c o n o m y  PartII.

C H A P .  II.
S C I E N C E  and L E A R N I N G .  

H E  nobleft employment o f the
mind of man is the itudy of the 

works of his creator.
T o  him whom the fcience of nature 

delighteth, every objett bringeth a 
proof of his God : and every thing that 
proveth this, giveth caufe o f adoration.

His mind is lifted up to heaven eve
ry moment: his life is one continued 
aét o f devotion.

Cafteth he his eye towards the clouds, 
findeth he not the heavens full of won
ders ? looketh he down to the earth, 
doth not the worm proclaim to him, 
— Could lefs than omnipotence have 
formed me ?

W hile the planets perform their 
courfes : while the fun remaineth in his 
place : while the comet wandereth 
through the liquid air, and returneth 
to its deftin’d road again : who but thv 
G o d ,0  man l could have formed them ?

what
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what but infinite wifdom could have 
appointed them their laws ?

Behold how awful their fplendour ! 
yet do they not diminiih: lo ! how 
rapid their motions! yet one runneth 
not in the way of another.

Look down upon the earth, and fee 
her produce: examine her bowels, and 
behold what they contain: hath not 
wifdom and power ordained the whole ?

Who biddeth thegrafs to fpring up ? 
who watereth it at its due feafons ? be
hold the ox croppeth i t : the horfe and 
the fheep feed they not upon it ? who 
is he that provideth it for them ?

W ho giveth increale to the corn 
which thou foweft ? and returneth it to 
thee a thoufand fold ?

Who ripeneth for thee the olive in 
its time ? and the grape alio, tho’ thou 
knoweft not the cauie of it ?

Can the meaneft fly create itielf ? or 
couldft thou, being aught leis than God, 
— couldft thou have faihioned it?

The beafts feel that they exiit; but
they



w
186 T h e O e CO no Mir Part II. 
they wonder not at i t ; they rejoice in l 
their life, but they know not that itI 
fhall end : each performeth its eourfe f 
in fucceifion i nor is there a lofs of one ' 
fpecies in a thoufand generations.

Thou who feeft the Whole as admi
rable as its Parts; canft thou better em
ploy thine eye than in tracing out thy 
creator’s greatnefs in them $ thy mind 
than in examining their wonders?

Power and mercy are difplayed in 
their formation : juftice and goodnefs 
Ihine forth in the provifion that is made 
for them : all are happy in their feveral 
w ays; nor enviethone the other.

What is the ftudy of words compared 
with this ? wherein is knowledge* but 
in the ftudy of nature ?

When thou haft adored the fabric* 
enquire into its ufe: for knowtheearth 
produceth nothing but may be of good 
to thee: are not food and raiment, and 
the remedies for thy difeafes all derived 
from the earth alone ?

Who is wife then but he that know-
eth
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eth it ? who hath underftanding but he 
that contemplateth it ? for the reft,what
ever fcience hath moft utility; whatever 
knowledge hath leaft vanity; prefer 
thefe unto the others; and profit of 
them for the fake of thy neighbour !

T o  live and to die ; to command and 
to obey; to do and to fuffer; are not 
thefe all that thou haft further to care 
about ? morality lhall teach thee thefe: 
the ceconomy of life ihall lay them be
fore thee.

Behold they are written in thine 
heart,, and thou needeft only to be re
minded of them : they are eafy of con
ception ; be attentive, and thou fhalt 
retain them.

All other fciences are vain, all other 
knowledge is boaft: lo ! it is not necef- 
fary or beneficial to man, nor doth it 
make him more good or more honeft.

Piety to thy God, and benevolence 
to thy fellow creatures, are they not 
thy great duties ? what ihall teach thee 
the one or what ihall inform thee of the 
other, like unto the ftudy of his works ?
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B O O K  V .

O f N a t u r a l  A C C I D E N T S *

C H A P ,  I.

P R O S P E R IT Y  and A D V E R S IT Y .

E T  not profperity elate thine heart
above meafure: neither let thy 

foul be deprefi'ed unto the grave, be- 
caufe fortune beareth hard again ft thee.

Her fmiles are |pt ftable, therefore 
build not thy confidence upon them; 
her frowns endure not for ever, there
fore let hope teach thee patience.

T o  bear adverfuy well is difficult: 
but to be temperate in profperity is the 
height of vyifdom.

Good and ill are the tefts by which 
thou art to know thy conftancy; nor is 
there aught elfe that can tell thee the 
powers of thine own fo u l: be therefore 
watchful when thefe are upon thee.

Behold
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Behold profperity how fwcetly ihe 

flattereth thee ; how infenfibly Ihe rob- 
beth thee of thy ftrength and thy vigour?

T ho’ thou haft been conilant in ill 
fortune ; tho’ thou haft been invincible 
in diftrefs ; yet by her thou art con
quered: not knowing that thy ftrength 
returneth not again, and yet.that thou 
again mayft need it.

Affliction moveth our enemies to 
pity; fuccefs and happinefs caufe even 
our friends to envy*

Adverlity is the feed of well doing! 
it is the nurfe of heroifm and boldnefs: 
who that hath enough will endanger 
himfelf to have more ? who that is at 
eale will fet his life on the hazard ?

True virtue will aft under all cir- 
cum(lances: but men fee moft of its 
effefts when accidents concur.

In adveriity manfeeth himfelf aban
doned by others; he findeth that all his 
hopes are centered within himielf: he 
roufeth his foul; he encountereth his 
difficulties, and they yield before him,

In
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In profperity he fancieth himfelf 

fafe; he thinketh he is beloved of all 
that fmile about his table : he groweth 
carelefs and remifs: he feeth not the 
danger that is before him : he trufleth 
to others, and in the end they deceive 
him.

Every man can advife his own foul 
in diftrefs: but profperity blindeth the 
truth.

Better is the forrow that leadeth to 
contentment, than the joy that render- 
eth man unable to endure diftrefs, and 
afterwards plungeth him into it.

Our pafiions diftate to us in all our 
extremes; moderation is the effeft of 
wifdom.

Be upright in thy whole life ; be con
tent in all its changes : fo (halt thou 
make thy profit out of all occurrences; 
fo lhall every thing that happeneth 
unto thee be the fource of praife.

T h e wife maketh every thing the 
means of advantage; and with the fame
pountenance beholdeth he all the faces

o f
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o f fortune : he governeth the good, he 
conqqereth the e v il; he is unmoved in
all.

Prefume not in profperity, neither 
defpair in adverfity : court not dangers, 
nor meanly fly from before them : dare 
to defpife whatever will not remain 
with thee.

Let not adveriity tear off the wings 
of hope; neither let profperity obfcure 
the light of prudence.

He who defpaireth of the end, ihall 
never attain unto i t ; and he who feeth 
not the pit, ihall periih therein.

He who calleth profperity his good; 
who hath laid unto her, with thee will 
I eftablilh my happinefs: lo ! he an- 
phoreth his vefiel |n a bed of fand, 
which the return of the tide waiheth 
away.

As the water that pafieth from the 
mountains, kiffeth, in its way to the 
ocean, every field that bordereth the 
rivers; as it tarrieth _pot in any place; 
even io fortune vifiteth the Tons of

inen;
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men : her motion is incefiant, ihe will 
not ftay : file is unilable as the winds, 
how then wilt thou hold her ? when 
file kifleth thee thou art blefled, but 
behold, as thou turnell to thank her, 
file is gone unto another.

C H A P ,  II.

P A I N  and S I C K N E S S .  

HE ficknefs of the body affe&etk
even the foul: the one cannot be 

in health without the other.
Pain is of all ills that which is moil 

fe lt; and it is that which from nature 
hath the feweii remedies.

When thy conftancy faileth thee, 
call in thy reafon : when thy patience 
quitteth thee, call in thy hope.

T o  luffer is a neceflity entailed upon 
thy nature; would!! thou that miracles 
ihould proteft thee from it ? or ihalt 
thou repine becaufe it happeneth unto 
thee, when lo ? it happeneth unto all ?
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It is injuftice to expert 'exemption 

from that thou wert born unto : fub- 
mit with modefty to the laws of thy 
condition.

Would ft thou fay to the feafons, pafs 
not on, left I grow old ? is it not bet
ter to fuffer with an equal mind that 
which thou canft not avoid ?

Pain that endureth long is moderate; 
bluih therefore to complain of i t : that 
which is violent is ihort; behold thou 
feeft the end of it.

T h y  body was created to be fubfer- 
vient to the fou l: while thou afftidteft 
the foul for pain, behold thou fetteft 
the body above it.

As the wife afRidleth not himfelf be
cause a thorn teareth his garment: fo 
the patient grieveth not his foul becaufe 
that which covereth it is.injured. ,

N CHAP.
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C H A P ,  I I I .

D E A T H

S the produflion o f the metal prov-
eth the work o f the alchemift : fo

is death the teft o f  our lives ; the aflay 
which iheweth the ftandard o f all our 
aftions.^

Wouldft thou judge o f a life, exa
mine the period o f i t : the end crown- 
eth the attempt; and where diflimula- 
tion is no more, there truth appeareth.

H e hath not fpent his life ill, who 
knoweth to die w e ll; neither can he 
have loft all his time, who employeth 
the laft portion o f it to his honour.

H e was not born in vain who dieth 
as he ou ght: neither hath he lived un- 
profitably who dieth happily.

H e that confidereth he is to die, is 
content while he liveth: he who ftriv- 
eth to forget it, hath no pleafure in any 
thing : his joy appeareth to him a jewel

which
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whi<;h he expe&eth every moment he 
ihall lofe.

Wouldft thou learn to die nobly; let 
thy vices die before thee. Happy is he 
who endeth the bufinefs of his life be
fore his death; who, when the hour 
cometh, hath nothing to do but to die; 
who wiiheth not delay, becaufe he 
hath no longer ufe for time.

Avoid not death, for it is a weaknefs; 
fear it not, for thou underftandeft not 
what it i s ; all that thou certainly 
knoweft is this, that it putteth an end 
to thy forrows.

Think not the longeft life the happi- 
e ft; that which is beft employed doth 
man the moft honour; himfelf ihall re
joice after death in the advantages of 
it.

This is the compleat (Economy 
of H uman L pf*.

T H E  END.
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