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T. JWĉ axsxw ,





’ F R O M  t h e  .

'V ^ X N ^ s iO H ';  <&£ J U L I U S  ■ C ^ S A R  :.' 

The '- ^ ;E { y ' ^ 1*.^'' T  t  O N- ltf 1688.

In E I G H T  V O L U M E  S, illuftrated vsjith Plates,

By D A V I D  H U M E,  Efq. :

A  N E W E D I T  I O N, with the A u t h o r ’s lafl 
; C orrections  and I mpr ovem e nts .

' ' ' To which is prefixed, . '■
A Short A C C O U N T  of his L I F E ,  written by Himfelf,

- V O L  I . " ; : , -• ’ f*

L O N D O N :
Printed for T .  C a d e i x 5 in the Strand j 

And fold by T . L o n g m a n , N° 39, ’Patemofer-row.

MDCCLXXXIX.



\



THE

L I F E

O F

D A V I D  H U M E ,  Efq.

W R I T T E N  B Y  H I M S E L F .

a 2

■ *



/

/



O W NM  Y

I

IT  is difficult for a mari to Ipeak long o f  himfelf 
without vanity* therefore I ihall be ihort, Ic 

inay be thought an inftance o f vanity that I pretend 
at all to write my life 5 but this Narrative ihall con
tain little more than the Hiftory o f my W ritings; as* 
indeed* almoft all my life has been Ipent in literary 
purfuits and occupations. T h e  firft fuccefs o f  moft 
of my writings was not fuch as to be an obje£t o f  
vanity.

I w a s  born the 26th o f  A pril 1711* old ftyle* at 
Edinburgh. I was o f a good family* both by father 
and mother: M y father's family is a branch o f  the 
Earl o f  Home's* or H um e's; and my anceftors had 
been proprietors o f the eitate which my brother pofo 
fefles for feveral generations. M y  mother was 
daughter o f Sir David Falconer* Prefident o f the 
College o f Juftice: T h e title o f Lord Halkerton 
came by fucceffion to her brother.

M y  family* however* was hot rich* and being 
m yfelf a younger brother* my patrimony, according 
to the mode o f my country* was o f cqurfe very flender.
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m y  o w n  l i f e .

My father, who paged for a man of parts, died when 
I was an infant, leaving me, with an elder brother 
and a After, under the care o f our mother, a woman 
of Angular merit, who, though young and handfome, 
devoted herfelf entirely to the rearing and educating 
of her children. I paifed through the ordinary 
courfe o f education with fuccefs, and was feized very 
early with a paffion for literature, which has been the 
ruling paffion of my life, and the great fource o f my 
enjoyments. M y ftudious difpofition, my fobriety, 
and my induftry, gave my family a notion that the 
law was a proper profeffion for m e; but I found an 
unfurmountable averfion to every thing but the pur- 
fuits o f philofophy and general learning; and while 
they fancied I was poring upon Yoet and Vinnius, 
Cicero and Virgil were the authors which I was fe- 
cretly devouring.

M y  very (lender fortune,^however, being unfuit- 
able to this plan o f life, and my health being a little 
broken by my ardent application, I was tempted, or 
rather forced, to make a very feeble trial for entering 
into a more adive fcene o f life. In 1734 I went to 
Briftol, with fome recommendations to eminent 
merchants; but in a few months found' that fcene to
tally unfuitable to me. I went over to France, with 
a view of profecuting my ftudies in a country retreat; 
and I there laid that plan of life which I have fteadily 
and fuccefsfully purfued. I refoived to make a very 
rigid frugality fupply my deficiency of fortune, to 
maintain unimpaired my independency, and to re
gard every objed as contemptible,, except the im
provement of my talents in literature.

D u r in g  my retreat in France, firft at Rheims, 
but chiefly at L a  Fleche, in ■ Anjou, I ^compoied

my
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my Treatife o f Human Nature. After paffing three 
years very agreeably in that country, I came over to 
London in 1737* In the end of 17385 I publiihed 
my Treatife, and immediately went down to my mo
ther and my brother, who lived at his country-houfe, 
and was employed himfelf very judicioufly and fuc- 
cefsfully in the improvement o f his fortune.

N ever literary attempt was more unfortunate than 
mjr Treatife o f  Human Nature. It fell dead-born from 
the prefs> without reaching fuch diftinition, as even 
to excite a murmur among the zealots. But being 
naturally o f a cheerful and fanguine temper, I very 
foon recovered the blow, and profecuted with great 
ardour my ftudies in the country. In 1742 I printed 
at Edinburgh the firft part o f my Effays : The work 
was favourably received, and foon made me en
tirely forget my former difappointment. I conti
nued with my mother and brother in the country, and 
in that tirpe recovered the knowledge o f the Greek 
language, which I had too much neglected in my early 
youth.

I n  1745 I received a letter from the Marquis o f 
Annandale, inviting me to come and live with him 
in England 5 I found alfo, that the friends and fa
mily o f that young nobleman were defirous o f putting 
him undet my care and direction, for the Rate o f his 
mind and health required it.— I lived with him a 
twelvemonth. M y appointments during that time 
made a conliderable acceffion to my fma11 fortune.
I  then received an invitation from General St. Clair 
to attend him as a fecretary to his expedition, which 
was at firft meant againft Canada, but ended in an 
incurfion offrthe coaftf of France. Next year, to wit,
1747, I  received ah invitation from the General to
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attend him in the fame ftation in his military em- 
bafly to the courts o f Vienna and Turin, I then 
wore the uniform o f an officer, and was introduced r 
at thefe courts as aid-de-camp to the General along 
with Sir Harry Erikine and Captain Grants now G e
neral Grant, Thefe two years were almoft the only 
interruptions which my itudies have received during 
the courfe o f my life: I pafled them agreeably, and 
in good company > and my appointments, with my 
frugality, had made me reach a fortune, which I 
called independent, though moft of my friends were 
inclined to fmile when I laid ib: In fhort, I was now 
mailer of near a thoufand pounds,

I had  always entertained a notion, that my want 
o f fuccefs in publiihing the Treatife o f Human N a
ture, had proceeded more from the manner than the 
matter, and that I had been guilty of a very ufual in- 
difcretion, in going to the prefs too early. I there
fore cait the firfb part o f that work anew in the E n
quiry concerning Eluman Underftanding, which was 
publiihed while I was at Turin. But this piece was 
at firft little more fuccefsful than the Treatife o f 
Human Nature. On my return from Italy, I had 
the mortification to find all England in a ferment, on 
account o f Dr. Middleton’s Free Enquiry, while my 
performance was entirely overlooked and negledted. 
A  new edition, which had been publiihed at London, 
o f my Eflays, moral and political, met not with a 
much better reception.

S uch is the force o f natural temper, that thefe 
disappointments made little or no impreffion on me«
I went down in 1749, and lived two years with my 
brother at hisj country-houfe, for my toother was 
now dead, I there compofed the fecond part o f  my 

~  ̂ Effay,
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Effay, which I called Political Difcourfes, and alfo 
my Enquiry concerning the Principles of Morals, 
which is another part o f my Treatife that I caft anew, 
Meanwhile my bookfeller, A . Millar, informed me 
that my former publications (all but the unfortunate 
Treatife) were beginning to be the fuhje£tof conver
sation ; that the fale o f them was gradually Increafing, 
and that new editions were demanded. Aniwers by 
Reverends and R ight Reverends came out two or 
three in a year; and I found, by D r. Warburton's 
railing, that the books were beginning to be efteemed 
in good company, However, I had a fixed refolu- 
tion, which I inflexibly maintained, never to reply 
to any body; and not being very irafcible in my tem
per, I have eafily kept myfelf clear o f all literary 
fquabbles. Thefe Symptoms o f  a rifing reputation 
gave me encouragement, as I was ever more dif- 
pofed to fee the favourable than unfavourable fide o f  
things; a turn o f mind which it is more happy to 
poffefs, than to be born to an eftate o f  ten thoufand 
a-year.

I n 1 7 5 1 ,  I removed from the country to the 
town, the true fcene for a man o f letters. In 1752 
■were publiihed at Edinburgh, where I then lived, 
my Political Difcourfes, the only work of mine that 
was fuccefsful on the firft publication. It was well 
received abroad and at home. In the fame year 
was publiihed at London, my Enquiry concerning 
the Principles of Morals j which, in my own opinion 
(who ought not to judge on that llibject), is o f all 
my writings, hiilorical, philolophical, or literary, 
incomparably the beft. It came unnoticed and un- 
obferved into the world.



I n 175a the Faculty of Advocates chofe me their 
Librarian, an office from which I received little or no 
emolument, but which gave me the command o f a 
large library. I then formed the plan o f writing the 
Hiftory o f England; but being frightened with the 
notion of continuing a narrative through a period of 
1700 years, I commenced with the acceffion o f  the 
houle o f Stuart, an epoch when I thought the mif- 
reprefentations o f faction began chiefly to take place. 
I was, I own, fanguine in my expectations o f the 
fuccefs of this work. I thought that I was the only 
hiftorian that had at once neglected prelent power, 
intereft, and authority, and the cry o f popular pre
judices ; and as the fubjeft was fuited to every capa
city, I expected proportional applaufe. But mife- 
rable was my dilappointment: I was affailed by one 
cry o f reproach, difapprobation, and even detefta- 
tion; Engliih, Scotch, and Iriih, W hig and T ory, 
churchman and fedary, freethinker and reiigionift, 
patriot and courtier, united in their rage againft the 
man who had prefumed to fhed a generous tear for 
the fate of Charles I. and the earl o f Strafford; and, 
after the firft ebullitions of their fury were over, 
what was (till more mortifying, the book feemed to 
fink into oblivion., M r. Millar told me, that in a 
twelvemonth he fold only forty-five copies o f it. I 
fcarcely, indeed, heard o f one man. in the three king
doms, cpnfiderable for rank or letters, that could 
endure the book. I muft only except the primate 
o f England, Dr. Herring, and the primate o f Ire
land, Dr. Stone, which feem two odd exceptions. 
Thefe dignified prelates feparately fent.me meffages 
not to be difeouraged.

' I WAS*
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I w a s , however, I confefs, difcouraged; and had 
not the war been at that time breaking out between 
France and England, I had certainly retired to fome 
provincial town of the former kingdom, have changed 
my name, and never more have returned to my na
tive country. But as this fcheme was not now prac- 
ticablc, and the fubfequent volume was confiderably 
advanced* I refolved to pick up courage and to per- 
fevere.

I n this interval, I publlihed at London my Na
tural Hiftory o f  Religion, along with fome other 
fmall pieces: Its public entry was rather obfcure, ex
cept only that Dr. Hurd wrote a pamphlet againft 
it, with all the illiberal petulance, arrogance, and 
fcurrility, which diftinguifh the Warburtonian fchool* 
This pamphlet gave me ibme coniblation for the 
otherwife indifferent reception of my performance.

I n  1756, two years after the fall o f the firft vo
lume, was publifhed the fecond volume o f my H if- 
tory, containing the period from the death of Charles I. 
till the Revolution, This performance happened to 
give lefs difpleafure to the W higs, and was better re
ceived, It not only rofe itfel£ but helped to buoy 
up its unfortunate brother.

B ut  though I had been taught by experience, that 
the W h ig  party were in pofieffion o f bellowing all 
places, both in the ftate and in literature, I was fo 
little inclined to yield to their fenfelefs clamour, that 
in above a hundred alterations, which farther ftudy, 
reading, or reflection engaged me to make in the 
reigns o f  the two firft Stuarts, I have made all of 
them invariably to the Tory fide. It is ridiculous to 
confider the Englifh conftitution before that period as 
a regular plan o f liberty,

I n



I n 175.9 I publiftied my Hiitory o f  the Houfe o f 
Tudor. The clamour againft this performance was 
aknoft equal to that againft the Hiftory o f the two firft 
Stuarts. T h e reign of Elizabeth was particularly ob- 

- noxious. But I was now callous againft the impref- 
fions of public folly, and continued very peaceably 
and contentedly in my. retreat at Edinburgh, to finiihjj 
in two volumes, the more early part o f the Englilh 
Hiftory, which I gave to the public in 1761, with 
tolerable, and but tolerable fuccefs.

B ut , . notwithftanding this variety o f winds and 
feafons to which my writings had been expoied, they 
had ftill been making fuch advances, that the copy- 
money given me by the bookfellers much exceeded 
any thing formerly known in England; I was be
come not only independent, but opulent. I retired 
to my native country of Scotland, determined never 
more to fet my foot out of i t ; and retaining the fatif- 
fadion of never having preferred a requeft to one 
great man, or even making advances o f friendihip to 
any of them. As I was now turned of fifty, I thought 
o f palling all the reft of my life in this philofophical 
manner, when I received, in 1763, an invitation 
from the Earl of Hertford, with whom I was not in 
the leaft acquainted, to attend him on his embafly 
to Paris, with a near profpect of being appointed fe- 
cretary to the embafly; and, in the meanwhile, o f 
performing the fun&ions o f that office. This offer, 
however inviting, I at firft declined, both becaufe I 
was reluctant to begin connexions with the great, 
and becaufe I was afraid that the civilities and gay 
¡company of Paris would prove difagreeable to a 
perfon of my age and humour: But on his Lordlhip’s 
repeating the invitation, I accepted of it. I have

every
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every reafon* both o f pleafure and interefi* to think 
myfelf happy in my connexions with that nobleman* * 
as well as afterwards with his brother General Con
way.

T hose who have not feen the ftrange effefts o f  
modes* will never imagine the reception I met with 
at JParis* from men and women o f all ranks and fic
tions. T h e more I refitled from their exceffive ci
vilities* the more I was loaded with them. There 
is* however* a real fatisfafldon in living at Paris, 
from the great number o f  feniible* knowing and po
lite company with which that city abounds above all 
places in the pniverfe. I thought once o f fettling 
there for life.

I w a s  appointed fecretary to the embafiy; and* in 
fummer 17 65* Lord Hertford left me* being ap
pointed Lord Lieutenant o f Ireland. I was Charge 
d? Affaires till the arrival o f the D uke of Richmond* 
towards the end o f the year. In the beginning o f 
1766* I left Paris* and next fummer went to Edin
burgh* with the fame view as formerly* o f burying 
m yfelf in a philofophical retreat. I returned to that 
place* not richer* but with much more money* and 
a much larger income* by means o f Lord Hertford's . 
friendihip* than I left i t ; and I was deflrous o f trying 
what fuperfluity could produce* as 1  had formerly 
made an experiment o f  a competency. But in 1767 
I received from M r. Conway an invitation to be Un~ 
der-fecretary j and this invitation* both the charafter 
o f  the perfon* and my connexions with Lord Hert
ford* prevented me from declining, I returned to 
Edinburgh in 1769* very opulent (for I poflefled a 
revenue o f  10001. a-year)* healthy* and though fome- 
what ftricken in years* with the profpeit o f enjoying



xiv:
long my eafe, and o f feeing the increafe o f my re
putation.

I n fpring 1775 I was ftruck with a diforder in my 
bowels, which at firit gave me no alarm, but has 
iince, as I apprehend it, become mortal and incurable. 
I now reckon upon a ipeedy diffolution. I have fuf- 
fered very little pain from my diforder; and what is 
more ilrange, have, notwithstanding the great decline 
o f  my perion, never differed a moment's abatement 
o f  my fpirits; infomuch, that were I to name a pe
riod of my life which I fhould mod choofe to pals 
over again, X might be tempted to point to this later 
period. I poffefs the fame ardour as ever in ftydy, 
and the fame gaiety in company. I condder, befides, 
that a man of dxty-five, by dying, cuts off only a 
few years o f indrmities; and though I fee many 
fymptoms of my literary reputation's breaking out at 
3aft with additional luftre, I knew that I could have 
but few years to enjoy it. It is difficult to be more 
detached from life than I am at prefen t,

T o  conclude hiftorically with my own charadter.
I am, or rather was (for that is the ftyle I mull now 
ufe in fpeaking of myfelf, which emboldens me the 
more to fpeak my fentiments); I was, I fay, a man 
o f mild difpodtion, of command o f temper, o f an 
open, focial, and cheerful humour, capable o f at
tachment, but little fufceptible o f enmity, and o f  
great moderation in all my paffions. Even my love 
o f literary fame, my ruling paffion, never foured my 
temper, notwithftanding my frequent difappointments. 
M y company was not unacceptable to the young and 
carelefs, as well as to the ftudious and literary; and 
as I took a particular pleafure in the company of mo- 
deft women, I had no reafonto be difpleafedwith the

6 reception
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reception I met with from them. In a word, though 
moft men, any wife eminent, have found reafon to 
complain of calumny, I never was touched, or even 
attacked by her baleful tooth; and though I wan
tonly expofed myfelf to the rage o f both civil and re
ligious faitions, they feemed to be difarmed in my 
behalf o f their wonted fury. M y friends never had 
occafion to vindicate any one circumftance o f my 
charaiter and conduit: N ot but that the zealots, we 
may well fuppofe, would have been glad to invent and 
propagate any ftory to my difadvantage, but they 
could never find any which they thought would wear 
the face o f probability. I cannot fay there is no va
nity in making this funeral oration o f myfelf, but I 
hope it is not a miiplaced one $ and this is a matter ofj 
fait which is eafily cleared and afcertained.

April iS, 1775.
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A D A M  S M I T H, LL.  D.

TO

W I L L I A M  S T R A H A N ,  Efq.

D E A R  SIR, KirkalJy, Fifeihire, Nov. 9, 1776.

IT  is with a real, though a very melancholy plea- 
fure, that I fit down to give you fome account o f 

the behaviour o f our late excellent friend, Mr* Hume, 
during his laft illnefs.

T h o u g h  in his own judgment his difeafe was mor
tal and incurable, yet he allowed himielf to be pre
vailed upon, by the entreaty o f his friends, to try 
what might be the effects o f  a long journey. A  few 
days before he fet out, he wrote that account o f his 
own life, which, together with his other papers, he 
has left to your care. M y account, therefore, iliaU 
begin where his ends.

H e fet out for London towards the end o f April, 
and at Morpeth met with M r. John Home and my- 
felf, who had both come down from London on pur- 

V ol, L  A  pole
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pofe to fee him, expecting to have foiind him at 
Edinburgh. M r. Home-returned with him,, and at
tended him during the whole o f his ftay in England, 
with that care and attention which might be expedted 
from a temper fo perfectly friendly and affectionate. 
A s I had written to my mother that fhe might expedt 
me in Scotland, I was under the neceffity o f con
tinuing my journey. H is difeafe feemed to yield to 
exercife and change of air, and when he arrived in 
London, he was apparently in much better health 
than when he left Edinburgh. He'was advlfed to go 
to Bath to drink the waters, which appeared forfome 
time to have fo good an effect upon him, that even 
he hirnfelf began to entertain, what he was not apt 
to do, a better opinion o f his own health, His iymp- 
toms, however, foon returned with their ufual vio
lence, and from that moment he gave up all thoughts 
of recovery, -but fubmitted with the utmoft cheerful- 
nefs, and the moil perfedt complacency and refigna- 
tion. Upon his return to Edinburgh, though he 
found hirnfelf much weaker, yet his cheerfulnefs ne
ver abated, and he continued to divert hirnfelf  ̂ as 
ufual, with correcting his own works for a new edi
tion, $ith reading books of amufement, with the 
converfation o f his friends; and fometimes in the 
evening with a party at his favourite game of whiff. 
His cheerfulnefs was fo great, and his converfation 
and amufements run fo much in their ufual ftrain, 
that notwithftanding all bad fymptoms, many people 
could not believe he was dying. ci I fhall tell your 
iC friend, Colonel Edmondilone,” faid Doclor Dun- 
das to him one day, cc that I left you much better, 
cc and in a fair way o f recovery.” iC Doctor,”  faid 
he, “  as I believe you would not chufe to tell any

thing
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^ thing but the truth, you had better tell him, that 
cç I am dying as fail as my enemies, if  I have any, 
cf could wiih, and as eafily and cheerfully as my belt 
if friends could defire/3 Colonel Edmondftone fooa 
afterwards came to fee him, and take leave of him 5 
and on his way home he could not forbear writing 
him a letter, bidding him once more an eternal 
adieu, and applying to him, as to a dying man, the 
beautiful French verfes in which the Abbé Chaulieu, 
in expectation o f  his own death, laments his ap
proaching feparation from his friend the Marquis de 
la Fare. M r, H um e’s magnanimity and firmnefs 
were fuch, that his moil affectionate friends knew, 
that they hazarded nothing in talking or writing to 
him as to a dying man, and that fo far from being hurt 
by this franknefs, he was rather pleafed and flattered 
by it. I happened to come Into his room while he 
was reading this letter, which he had juft received, 
and which he immediately ihowed me. I told him, 
that though I was fenfible how very much he was 
weakened, and that appearances were in many re- 
fpeéts very bad, yet his cheerfulnefs was itill fo great, 
the ipirit o f life feemed ffili to be fb very ftrong In 
him, that I could not help entertaining feme faint 
hopes. H e anfwered, cc Y our hopes are groundlefs. 
£c A n habitual diarrhoea o f more than a year’s ftand- 

Ing would be a very bad difeale at any age : A t my 
ic age it is a mortal One, W hen I He down in the 
tc evening I feel m yielf weaker than when I role in 

the morning; and when I rife in the morning 
££ weaker than when I lav down in the evening. I 

am fenfible, beiides, that feme o f my vital parts 
t£ are affefted, fo that I mu ft foon die/3 W ell,33 
faid I, £C If it muft be fo, you have at leaft the fatif-

A  2 . faction
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« fadiott o f leaving all your friends, your brother's 
cc family in particular, in great profperity/5 H e 
faid, that he felt that fatisfadion fo fenfibly, that 
.when he was reading, a few days before, Lucianos 
Dialogues of the Dead, among all the excufes which 
are alleged to Charon for not entering readily into 
his boat, he could not find one that fitted him , he 
had no houfe to finiili, he had no daughter to pro
vide for, he had no enemies upon whom he wiihed to 
revenge himfelfi ic I could not well imagine/5 faid 
he, <c what excufe I could make to Charon in order 

: to obtain a little delay* I have done every thing
££ o f confequence which I ever meant to do, and I 

could at no time exped to leave my relations and 
iC friends in a better fituation than that in which I 
C£ am now likely to leave them : I therefore have all 
ic reafon to die contented.55 H e then diverted him- 
ielf with inventing feverai jocular excufes which he 
fuppofed he might make to Charon, and with ima
gining the very furly anfwers which it might fait the 
charader of Charon to return to them. £C Upon fur- 
cc ther confideration/5 faid he, fC I thought I might 

fay to him, Good Charon, I have been correding 
£c my works for a new edition. Allow me. a little 
£C time, that I may fee how the Public receives the 
cc alterations/5 But Charon would anfwer, “ When 
iC you have feen the effed pf thefe, you will be for 
C£ making other alterations. There will be no end 
<£ of fuch excufes; fo, honeft friend, pleafe ftep into 
£C the boat/5 But I might ftill urge, “  Have a little 
£C patience, good Charon, I have been endeavouring 
"  to open the eyes o f the Public. I f  I live a few 

years longer, I may have the fatisfadion of feeing 
"  the downfal o f fome o f the prevailing fyftems of 

7. - ■ €f fuper-
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£C fuperftition/' But Charon v/ould then lofe. all 
temper and decency. if Y ou  loitering rogue, that 

will not happen theikmany hundred years. D o 
ic you fancy I will grant you a leafe for fo long a term ? 
ic Get into the boat this inftant, you lazy loitering 

rogue/3
B ut though M r. Hum e always talked o f his ap

proaching difTolution with great cheerfulnefs, he never 
affedted to make any parade of his magnanimity. H e 
never mentioned the fubjedt but when the co n v e n 
tion naturally led to it, and never dwelt longer upon 
it than the courfe o f the conversation happened to 
require: It was a fubjedt, indeed, which occurred 
pretty frequently, in confequence o f the enquiries 
which his friends, who came to fee him, naturally 
made concerning the ftate o f  his health* T h e con« 
verfation which I mentioned above, and which 
palled on Thurfday the 8th o f Auguft, was the lair* 
except one, that I ever had with him. H e had now 
become fo very weak, that the company o f his moil 
intimate friends fatigued him j for his cheerfulnefs 
was ftill fo great, his complaifance and loeial diipoii- 
tion were ftill fo entire, that when any friend was with 
him, he could not help talking more, and with greater 
exertion, than fuited the weaknefs o f his body* A t  
his own deiire, therefore, I agreed to leave Edin
burgh, where I was ftaying partly upon his account* 
and returned to my mother's houfe here, at Kirkaldy, 
upon condition that he would fend for me whenever 
he wiftied to fee m e; the phyfician who faw him nioft; 
frequently, Do£lor Black, undertaking, in the mean 
time, to write me occafionaily an account o f the ftate 
of his health*

A 3 t Os
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O n the 22d of Auguft, the Poeftor wrote me the 
following letter:

tc S ince my laft Mr. Hume has pafled his time 
pretty eafily, but is much weaker. H e fits up, goes 
down flairs once a day, and amufes himfelf with 
reading, but feldom fees any body. H e finds, that 
even the converfation o f his moil intimate friends fa
tigues and oppreifes him ; and it is happy that he does 
not need it, for he is quite free from anxiety, impa
tience, or low fpirits, and paifes his time very well 
with the affiftance of amufing bcoks.”

I received  the day after a letter from M r. H um e 
himfelf, of which the following is an extradl:

(t MY  D E A R E ST FRIEND, Edinburgh, Aug. 23, 1776.

I am obliged to make ufe of my nephew's hand 
in .writing to you, as I do not rife to-day. * *

# & # * & &
fC I go very fall to decline, and laft night had a 

fmall fever, .which I hoped might put a quicker pe
riod to this tedious illnefsj but unluckily it has in a 
great meafure gone off. I cannot fubmit to your 
coming over here on my account, as it is poffible for 
me to fee you fo fmall a part o f the day, but Dotftor 
Black can better inform you concerning the degree o f 
ftrength which may from time to time remain with me. 
Adieu, & c.”

T hree days after, I received the following letter 
from D odor B lack:

<e D E A R  S I R ,  Edinburgh, Monday, Aug, 26, 1776,

c< Y e s t e r d a y , about four o'clock afternoon, M r, 
Hume expired. T he near approach of his death be

came ,

L E T T E R  F R O M
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came evident in the night between Thurfday and F ri
day, when his difeafe became exceffive, and foon 
weakened him ib much, that he could no longer rife 
out o f his bed. H e continued to the laft perfe&ly 
fenfible, and free from much pain or feelings of di£* 
trefs. H e never dropped the fmalleft expreffion of 
impatience; but when he had occaiion to fpeak to the 
people about h in v  always did it with affection and 
tendernefs. I thought it improper to write to bring 
you over, efpecially as I heard that he had didtated a 
letter to you, defiring you not to come. When he 
became very weak, it coft him an effort to fpeak, 
and he died in fuch a happy compofure o f mind that 
nothing could exceed it,”

T h u s  died our moffc excellent* and never to be 
forgotten friend; concerning whofe philofophical opi
nions men will no doubt judge varioufly, every one 
approving or condemning them* according as they 
happen to coincide or difagree with his own; but 
concerning whofe charafter and conduft there can 
fcarce be a difference o f opinion. H is temper* in
deed, feemed to be more happily balanced, if  I may 
be allowed fuch an expreffion, than that perhaps o f 
any other man I have ever known. Even in the low- 
eft ftate of his fortune, his great and necelfary fruga
lity never hindered him from exerciiing, upon proper 
pccafions, a£ts both o f charity and generality. It 
was a frugality founded not upon avarice, but upon 
the love o f independency. T h e extreme gentlenefs o f 
his nature never weakened either the firiiineis o f his 
mind, or the fteadinefs o f his refblutions. H is con- 
ftant pleafantry was the genuine effufion o f good-na
ture and good-humour, tempered with delicacy and

modeilv,2 *
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modefty, and without even the flighteft tindture o f 
malignity, fo frequently the difagreeable fource o f 
what is called wit in other men. It never was the 
meaning o f his raillery to m ortify; and therefore, 
far from offending, it feldom failed to pleafe and de
light, even thofe who were the objedts o f it. T o  
his friends, who were frequently the objedts o f it, there 
was not perhaps any one o f all his great, and amiable 
qualities which contributed more to endear his $on- 
variation. And that gaiety o f temper, fo agreeable 
in fociety, but which is fo often accompanied with 
frivolous and fuperficial qualities, was in him cer
tainly attended with the moft fevere application, the 
moil extenfive learning, the greateft depth o f thought, 
and a capacity in every refpedt the moft comprehen- 
iive. . 0pon the whole, I have always confidered 
him, both in his lifetime and fince his death, as ap
proaching as nearly to the idea o f a perfedtly wife and 
virtuous man as perhaps the nature o f human frailty 
will permit,

I .ever am, dear Sir,

Moft affectionately your's,

A D A M  S M I T H .
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The B R I T O N S .

T H  E  curiofity, entertained by all civilized C H A P ,  
nations, o f  enquiring into the exploits and I_ 

adventures o f their anceftors, commonly excites a 
regret that the hiftory o f remote ages ihould always 
be fo much involved in obfcurity, uncertainty, and 
contradiction. Ingenious men, pofteffed o f  leifure, 
are apt to puih their refearches beyond the period in 
which literary monuments are framed or preiervcd j 
without reflecting, that the hiftory o f paft events is 
immediately loft or disfigured when intrufted to me
mory and oral tradition, and that the adventures o f 
barbarous nations, even i f  they were recorded, could 
afford little or no entertainment to men born in a 
more cultivated age, T h e  convulfions o f  a civilized 

V o I ,  B  ftate



C H A P ,  ftate ufually compofe the moil: inftru£tive and moil 
 ̂  ̂ interefting part of its hiftory ; but the fuBden, vio-

lent, and unprepared revolutions incident to Barba
rians, are fo much guided by caprice, and terminate* 
fo often in cruelty, that they difguft us by the uni
formity, o f their appearance 5 and it is rather forty- 

■ nate for letters that they are buried in filence and 
oblivion. T h e only certain means by which nations 
can indulge their curiofity in refearches concerning 
their remote origin, is to confxder the language, 
manners, and cuftoms of their anceftors, and to com
pare them with thofe o f the neighbouring nations^ 
T h e  fables, which are commonly employed to fup- 
ply the place of true hiftory, ought entirely to be 
disregarded ; or if any exception be admitted to this 
general rule, it can only be in favour o f the ancient 
Grecian fi&ions, which are fo celebrated and fo agree
able, that they will ever be the objects o f the atten
tion of mankind. Neglecting, therefore, all tradi
tions, or father tales, concerning the more early 
hiftory o f Britain, -we ihall only eonfider-the ftate o f 
the inhabitants as it appeared to the Romans on their 
invafion of this country : W e fhall briefly run over 
the events which attended the conqueft made by that 
empire, as belonging more to Roman than Britifh 
ftory : W e fhall haften through the obfcure and un« 
interefting period of Saxoh annals : And fhall re- 
ferve a more full narration for thofe times when the 
truth is both fo well afcertained and fo complete as 
to promife entertainment and inftrudtion to the 
'reader.

A ll  ancient writers agree in reprefenting the firfl 
inhabitants o f Britain as a tribe o f the Gauls or 
Celtæ, who peopled that ifland from the neighbour
ing continent. Their language was the fame, -their 
manners, their government, their fuperftition.s v&- 

„ r*ed onlyfoy thofe frnall differences, which time or a 
communication with the bordering nations muft ne- 
ceflanly introduce. The inhabitants o f Qaul^ efpe-

• dally
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dally in .thole parts which lie contiguous to Italy, 
had acquired, from a commerce with their fomhern 
neighbours, fome refinement in the arts, which gra
dually diffufed themfelves northwards, and thread 
hut a very faint light over this aland. The Greek 
and Roman navigators or merchants (for there were 

Scarcely any other travellers in thole ages) brought 
back the moil fhoeking accounts of the ferodty of 
the people, which they magnified, as ufual, in order 
to excite the admiration of their countrymen. The 
fouth-eafi parts, however, o f Britain, had already, be
fore the age o f Ciefar, made the hrft and moil re
quisite ftep towards a civil fettlement; and thê  Bri
tons, by tillage and agriculture, had there increafed 
to a great multitudea. T h e other inhabitants o f  
the ifland ilill maintained themfelves by paflure: 
T hey were clothed with .Reins o f beafts : They dwelt 
in huts, which they reared in the forefts and marfhes, 
with which the country was covered : They fhifted 
eafily their habitation, when adluated either by the 
hopes of plunder orkhe fear o f an enemy: T h e  
convenience of feeding their cattle was even a fuffi- 
cient motive for removing their feats': And as they 
were ignorant o f all the refinements o f life, their 
wants and their poffeffions were equally fcanty and 
Jitn’ted.

T h e  Britons were divided into many imall na
tions or tribes; and being a military people* whofe 
foie property 'was their arms and their cattle, it was 
impoffible, after they had acquired a relifli o f  liberty, 
for their princes or chieftains to eflabliih any de- 
fpotic authority over them. Their governments, 
though monarchical^ were free, as well as thofe o f  
all the Celtic nations; and the common people feem 
even tojiave enjoyed more liberty among them% than 
among the nations o f G auld, from whom they were 
defeended. E ach . ftate' was- divided into factions

3 Caefar, lib, 4, b Piod, Sic. lib. 4, jMela* lib* 3. cap, 6*
Strabo, lib, 4, e Dion Caunis, Hb, 73, d Cse&r, lib- 6*

B a within

T H E  B R I T O N S .



I.
C i  A P. within itfelfo: It was agitated with jealoufy or ani- 

moiity againft the neighbouring ftates: And while 
the arts of peace were yet unknown, wars were the 
chief occupation, and formed the chief objeft o f 
ambition, among the people.

T he religion o f the Britons was one o f the moil 
coniiderable parts o f their government; and the' 
Druids, who were their priefts, pofieffed great au- 

' thority among them. Beiides minifteririg at the 
altar, and directing all religious duties, they prefided 
over the education of youth; they enjoyed an im 
munity from wars and taxes ; they poffeffed both the 
civil and criminal jurifdi&ion ; they decided all con- 
troveriies among ftates as well as among private per- 
fonsy and whoever refufed to fubmit to their decree 
was expofed to the moft fevere penalties. The fen- 
tence o f excommunication was pronounced againft 
h im : H e was forbidden accefs to the facrifices or 
public worfhip; H e was debarred all intercourfe with 
his fellow-citizens, even in the common affairs o f  
life: His company was univerfally ihunned, as pro
fane and dangerous: H e was refufed the protection 

" o f lawf : And death itfelf became an acceptable relief 
from the -mifery and infamy to which he was ex- 
pofed. Thus, the bands of government, which were 
naturally loofe- among that rude and turbulent peo
ple, were happily corroborated by the terrors o f  
their fuperftition.

N o fpecies of fuperftition was ever more terrible 
than that o f the Druids. Befides the fevere pe
nalties, which it was in the power of the ecclefiaftics 
to inflid in this world, they inculcated the eternal 
tranfmigration of fouls; and thereby extended their 
authority as far as the fears of their timorous v o 
taries. They pradifed their rites in dark groves or 
other fecret receives£; and in order to throw a greater 
myftery over their religion, they communicated their

t Tacit. Agr. r Ciefar, lib. 6. Strabo, lib. 4 .
s Plin. lib* i i t cap. s.
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doftrines only to the initiated* and ftri£tly forbad the c  H A p- 
committing o f them to writing * left they ihould at t *_ f 
any time^be expofed to the examination of the pro
fane vulgar. Human facrifices were pra&ifed among 
them : T h e fppils o f war were often devoted to their 
divinities 3 and they puniihed with the fevereft tor-, 
tures whoever dared to fecrete any part o f the confe- 
crated offering: Thefe treafures they kept in woods 
and fcrefts* fecured by ho other guard than the ter
rors o f their religionh 3 and this fteady conqueft over 
human avidity may be regarded as more fignal than 
their prompting men to the moft extraordinary and 
moft violent efforts. N o  idolatrous worihip ever at
tained fuch an afcendant over mankind as that o f the 
ancient Gauls and Britons; and the Romans* after 
their conqueft*’ finding it impoffible to reconcile thofe 
nations to the laws and inftitutions o f their matters* 
while it maintained its authority* were at laft obliged 
to abolifh it by penal ftatutes 3 a violence which had 
never* in any other inftance* been pra£fcifed by thofe 
tolerating conquerors1.

: T h e R O M A N S *

T H E  Britons had long remained in this rude but 
independent ftate* when C^far* having over

run all Gaul by his vi&ories* firft caft his eye on 
their iffarid* H e was not allured either by its riches 
or its renown; but being ambitious o f  eijj|dng the.
Roman arms into a npw world* then moftly unknown* 
he took advantage of a fhort interval in his Gaulic 
wars* and made an inyafion on Britain. T h e  natives* 
informed o f  his intention* were fenfible o f the un
equal conteft* and endeavoured to appeafe him by 
fubmiffions, which, however* retarded not the exe
cution o f his deiign. After feme refiftance* he Annoantc 
landed* as is fuppofed* at D eal; and having ob- c -

i Sueton. In vita Claudii.
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C H A P . îained feveral advantages over.the Britons, and ob-
^ V .  llged them to promise hoftages for their future obe~  ̂

dienee, he was conftrained, by the neceffity of his' 
affairs, and the appféach o f winter, to withdraw his 
forces into Gaui. T h e Britons, relieved from the 
terror of his arms, neglected the performance of their- 
ftipulations ; and that haughty conqueror refolved 
next fummer to chaftife them for this breach of treaty. 
He landed with a greater force ] and though he 
found a more regular refiftancë from the Britons, 
Who had united under Caflivelaunus, orte of their 

.petty princes, Re difcomfited them in every ail ion. 
H e advanced into the country ; paflfed the Thames; 
in the face o f the enemy ; took and burned the ca- 

' piral o f Caffivelaunus ; eftablifhed his ally, Mandup 
bratius, in the fovereignty o f  the Trinofaàntes ; and 
having obliged the inhabitants to make him.new fbb-:

. imifllons, he again returned with his arrhÿ into Gauly 
and left the authority o f the Romans more nominal; 
than real in this iiland. •' -

T h e  civil wars which enfued; and which prepared 
the way for the eftablifhment of monarchy in Rome, 
faved the Britons from that yoke which:-Was ready to 
be impofed upon them. Auguftus, the fucceffor o f 
Cæfar, content with the yiflorÿ obtained over the 
liberties of his own country, was little ambitious o f 
acquiring fame by foreign wars; and being appre- 
henfive 1 ^  the fame unlimited extent o f dominion, 
which h i^ u b vçrted the republic,' might alfo over
whelm the empire, he recommended it to his file- 
ceifors never to enlarge the territories o f the R o 
mans. Tiberius, jealous o f the fame which might 
be acquired by hfs generals, made this advice o f 
Auguftus a pretence for his inactivity \  T h e mad - 
Tallies of Caligula, in which he menaced Britain with 
an invafion, ferved only to expofe hiinfelf and the 
çmpjre to ridicule : And the Britons had now, during

Ç HI  S T  ©‘R Y  O F  E N G L A N D .
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almoft a century, enjoyed their liberty unmolefted 
when the Romans, in the reign of Claudius* began 
to think ferioufty o f reducing them under their do
minion. W ithout feeking any more juififiable rea- 
fons o f hoftilky than were employed by the late 
Europeans in fubje&ing the Africans and Americans, ^  
they fent over an frmy under the command o f Plau- 
tius, art able general, who gained feme vi&ories, and 
made a eoniiderable pjogrefs in fubduing the inha
bitants. Claudius Aimfelf, finding matters fufficiently 
prepared for his reception, made a journey .into 
Britain ; and received the fob million o f  %veral Britifh 
dates, the Cantti, Atrebates, Regni,. and Trino- 
bantes, who inhabited the fouth-eaft parts o f the 
iiland, and whom their poffeffions and more culti
vated manner o f  life rendered willing to purchafe 
peace at the expence o f their liberty. The other 
Britons, under the command o f Caradacus, ftill 
maintained an.obftinate refinance, and the Romans 
made little progrefs againft them ; till Oftorius 
Scapula was fent over to command their armies.
T h is general advanced the Roman conquefts over a . 0,50. 
the Britons; pierced into the country of the Si- 
lures, a warlike nation, who inhabited the banks o f 
the Severne; defeated Caradacus in a great battle; 
took him prifoner, and fent him to Rome, where his 
magnanimous behaviour procured him better treat
ment than thole conquerors ufually bellowed on 
captive princes1.

N o t w it h s t a n d in g  thefe misfortunes, the Bri
tons were not fubdued; and this iiland was re
garded by the ambitious Romans as a field in which 
military honour might ftill be acquired. Under the A, D. 59. 
reign o f Nero, Suetonius Paulinos was inverted with 
the command, and prepared to fignalize his name by 
viftories over thofe barbarians*. Finding that the 
iiland o f Mona* now Anglefey, was the chief feat

T  H E R O M A N S ,
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c  h a p , 0f  the Druids, he refolved to attack it, and to fubb>
, *•' , je£t a place, which was the centre of their fuperfti-'
, I tion, and which afforded prote£tion to all their baffled: 

forces. T h e Britons endeavoured to obftrudt His 
landing on this facred iiland, both by the force o f 

, ; their arms and the terrors o f their religion. The; 
women and priefts were intermingled with the fo]diers 
upon the ftiorej and running about with flaming 
torches in their hands, and toiling their difhevelled- 
hair, they ftruck greater terror into the aftonifhed  ̂
Romans by their howlings, cries,, and execrations,! 
than the real danger from the armed forces was able 
to infpire. But Suetonius, exhorting his troops to-; 
defpife the menaces o f a fuperftition which they de-5 
fpifed, impelled them to the attack, drove the Bri^ 
tons off the field, burned the Druids in the fame fires1 
which thofe priefts had prepared for their captive- 
enemies, deftroyed all the confecrated groves and- 
altars ^ and, , having thus triumphed over the reli-: 
gion of'the Britons, he thought his future progrefs 
would be eafy, in reducing .the people to fubje&ion.- 
But he was diiappointed in his expectations, The 
Britons, taking advantage o f his abfence, were alt 
in arms j and headed by Boadicea, queen o f the- 
Iceni, who had been treated in the moft ignomi
nious manner by the Roman tribunes, had already 
attacked with fuccefs feveral fettlements o f their in-: 
fulting conquerors. Suetonius haftened to the pro
tection of London, which was already a flouriihing 
Roman colony $ but he found on his arrival, that it 
would be requisite for the general fafety to abandon 
that place to the mercilefs fury o f the enemy. L on
don was reduced to aihes ; fuch o f the inhabitants as 
remained in it were cruelly maffacred; the Romans 
and all ftrangers, to the number o f 70,000, were 
every where put to the fword without diftinCtion; 
and the Britons, by rendering the war thus, bloody, 
feemed determined to cut off all hopes o f peace or 
compofition with the enemy. But this cruelty was 

4  revenged
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revenged by Suetonius in a great and decifiye battle, c  HAP,; 
where 8.0,000 o f the Britons are faid to have pe- t t 
riihed j and Boadicea herfelf, rather than fall into 
the hands o f the enraged vi£tor, put an end to her 
own life by poiionm. Nero loon after recalled Sue
tonius from a government, where, by fuffering and 
inffiiling fo many feverities, he was judged im
proper for eompofing the angry and alarmed minds 
o f the inhabitants* After fome interval, Gerealis 
received the command from Vefpafian, and by his 
bravery propagated the terror o f  the Roman arms.
Julius Frontinus fucceeded Cerealis both in autho
rity * and in reputation: But the general who finally 
eftabliihed the dominion o f the Romans in this 
ifland, was Julius Agricola, .who governed it in the 
reigns of Vefpafian, Titus, andDomitian, and dif- 
tinguiihed hirnfelf in that fcene o f adlion.
- T his great commander formed a regular plan for 

fubduing Britain, and rendering the aequiiition ufeful 
to the conquerors. H e carried his vidtorious arms 
northwards, defeated the Britons in every encounter, 
pierced into the inacceffible forefts and mountains o f  
Caledonia, reduced every ftate to fubjeftion in the 
fouthem parts o f  the ifland, and chafed before him 
all the men o f fiercer and more intradlable lpirits^ 
who deemed-war and death itfeif lefs intolerable than 
fervitude under the vidtors. H e even defeated them 
in a deciiive adtion, which they fought under G al- 
gacus,- their leader 5 and having fixed a chain o f gar- 
rifons, between the friths o f Clyde and Forth, he 
thereby cut off. the ruder and more barren parts o f  
the ifland, and fecured the Roman province from 
the incurfions o f the barbarous inhabitants11.

D u r in g  thefe military enterpfifes, he neglefted 
not the arts o f peace* H e introduced laws and c i-  

. yility among the Britons, taught them to defire and 
p ile  all the conveniencies o f life, reconciled them to **

** Tacit, Ann, lib* B Tacit* Age.
the
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the Roman language and, manners, in tru d ed  them 
in letters and fcience, and employed every expedient 
to render thofe chains, which he had forged, both 
eafy and agreeable to them 0. The inhabitants, 
having experienced how unequal their own force 
was to refill that of the Romans, acquiefced in the. 
dominion of their niafters, and were gradually in
corporated as a part o f that mighty empire.

T his was the laft durable eonqueft made by the 
Romans ; and Britain, once iubdued, gave no far
ther inquietude to the vidtor, Caledonia alone, de
fended by its barren mountains, and by the contempt 
which the Romans entertained for it, fometimesdn- 
fefted the more cultivated parts o f the ifland by the 
incuriions of its inhabitants. T h e better to fecure 
the frontiers o f the empire, Adrian, who vifited this 
ifland, built a rampart between the river Tyne and 
the frith o f Solway: Loliius Urbicus* under Anto
ninus Pius, ere£ted one in the place where Agricola 
had formerly eftablifhed his garrifons : Severus, who 
made an expedition into Britain, arid carried his arms 
to the molt northern extremity o f it, added new for
tifications to the wall of Adrian j and during^the 
reigns o f all the Roman emperors, fuch a profound 
tranquillity prevailed in Britain, that little mention- 
is made o f the affairs of that ifland by any hiftorian* 
T h e only incidents which occurs are feme feditions 
or rebellions o f the Roman legions quartered there, 
and feme ufurpations of the imperial dignity by the 
Roman governors. The natives, difarmed, diipi- 
rited, and fubmiifive, had loft all defire, and even 
idea, o f their former liberty and independence.

R u t  the ..period was now come, when that 
enormous fabric o f the Roman empire, which had 
diffufed flavery and oppreffion, together with peace 
arid dvility, over fc cenflderable a part o f The globe, - 
was approaching towards its final diffoiution. Italy,

0 Tacit* Agr.
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and the centre o f the empire, removed, during fo c  
many ages, from ail concern in the wars, had en
tirely loft the military fpirit, and were peopled by 
an enervated race; equally difpofed to fubmit to a 
foreign yoke, or to the tyranny of their own rulers* 
T h e emperors found thémfelves obliged to recruit 
their legions from the frontier provinces, where the 
genius of'wary thoiigh laqguiihing, was not totally 
extinct; and theie mercenary forces, carelefs of laws 
arid civil iriftitutions, eftablifhed a military govern
ment, no left dangerous to thé foveréign than to the 
peòplé* T h e farther progrefs of thé fame diforders 
introduced the bordering barbarians into the fervi ce 
o f  thé Ròmaris > and t h rife fierce nations, having now 
added difcipiine to their native bravery,- could no 
lririger bè rêftràinëd by the impotent policy of the 
emperors, who - Were aceuftotried to employ one in 
thè déftru&iòn o f the others. Seniible o f their own 
force, arid allured by the profpecl o f  fë rich a prize; 
the northern barbarians, in the reign o f Arcadius 
arid Honorius, affailed at once all the frontiers of the 
Roman empire; and having firft lariated their avi
dity by plunder, began to think of fixing a iettlement 
in thé wafted provinces. T h e more diftant barba
rians, who occupied the deferred habitations o f the 
former, advanced in their acqui {irions, and prefftd: 
with their incumbent weight the Roman irate, al
ready unequal to the load which it fuliained. In- 
ftead o f arming the people in their own defence, thé 
emperors recalled all the dittant legions, in whom- 
alone they could repoi’e confidence; and collefted 
the whole military force for the defence o f  the ca
pital and centre o f the empire. T h e  neceffity o f 
felf-prefervation had luperfeded the ambition o f 
power ; and the ancient point o f honour, never to 
contra£t the limits o f the empire, could no longer 
be attended to in this defpérate extremity*

B r it a in  by its ikuation was rerqpved from the 
fury o f thefe barbarous iacurfions; and being alio a 
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remote province, not much valued by the Romans, 
the legions which defended it were carried over to the 
protedtion o f Italy and Gaul. But that province, 
though fecured by the fea againft the inroads o f the 
greater tribes o f barbarians, found enemies on its 
frontiers, who took advantage o f its prefent defence- 
lefs fituation. The Pi&s and Scots, who dwelt in 
the northern parts, beyond the wall o f Antoninus, 
made incuriions upon their peaceable and effeminate 
neighbours ; and befides the temporary depredations 
which they committed, thefe combined nations„ 
threatened the whole province with fubjeftion, or, 
what the inhabitants more dreaded, with plunder and 
devaftation. T h e Piits feem to have been a tribe o f  
the native Britiih race, who, having been chafed into 
the northern parts by the conquefts of Agricola, had 
there intermingled with the ancient inhabitants : T h e  
Scots were derived from the fame Celtic origin, had 
firit been eftabliihed in Ireland, had migrated to the 
north-weft coafts of this ifland, and had long been 
accuftomed, as well from their old as their new feats, 
to infeft the Roman province by piracy and rapine V  
Thefe tribes, finding their more opulent neighbours 
expofed to invafion, foon broke over the Roman 
wall, no longer defended by the Roman arms $ and 
though a contemptible enemy in themfelves, met 
with no refinance from the unwarlike inhabitants« 
T h e  Britons, accuftomed to have recourfe to the em
perors for defence as well as government, made fup- 
plications to Rome ; and one legion was fent over 
for their prote&ion. This force w,as an overmatch 
for the barbarians, repelled their invafion, routed 
them in every engagement, and having chafed them 
into their ancient limits, returned in triurhph to the 
defence, of the fouthern provinces o f the empirep. 
Their retreat brought on a new invafion o f the 
enemy. The Britons made again an application to

# See Note [A] at thé eî d of the Volume.
P'GjMas, Bede, lib, i, cap. Paul. Dlacçn,
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Rome, and again obtained the affiftance o f  a legion, C H A P , 
which proved eflfedtual for their relief: But the R o- t 7 
mans, reduced to extremities at home, and fatigued 
with thofe diftant expeditions, informed the Britons 

*tha£ they muft no longer look to them for fuccour, 
exhorted them to arm in their own defence, and 
urged, that as they were now their own matters, it 
became them to proteft by their valour that inde
pendence vriiich their ancient lords had conferred 
upon them q. That they might leave the iiland with 
the better grace, the Romans aflifted them in erednng 
anew the wall o f Severus^ which was built entirely 
o f ftone, and which the Britons had not at that time 
artificers ikilful enough to repairr. And having done 
this laft good office to the inhabitants, they bid a 
final adieu to Britain, about the year 448; after 
being matters o f the more confiderable part o f it 
during the courfe o f near four centuries.

Th e  B R I T O N S .

T H  E  abjeft Britons regarded this prefect o f 
liberty as fatal to them ; and were in no con

dition to put in praftice the prudent counfel given 
them by the Romans, to arm in their own defence. 
Unaccuftomed both to the perils o f war and to the 
cares o f civil government,' they found themfelves 
incapable o f forming or executing any meaiures for 
refitting the incurfions o f the barbarians, Gratian 
alfo and Conftantine, two Romans who had a little 
before afiumed the purple in Britain, had carried 
over to the continent the flower o f  the Britifh youth j 
and having periihed in their unfuccefsful attempts 
on the imperial throne, had delpoiled the iiland of 
thofe who, in this defperate extremity, were beft able 
to defend it. T h e Pi£ts and Scots, finding that the 
Romans had finally relinquifhed Britain, nowregarded

s Bede, lib. 1, cap, j s .  * Ibid.
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the whole as their prey, and attacked the northern 
wall with redoubled forces. T h e Britons,, already 
fubdued by their own fears, found the ramparts but 
a weak defence for them ; and deferring,their ftation, 
left the country entirely open to the inroads o f the 
barbarous enemy. The invaders carried devalua
tion and ruin along with them ; and exerted to the 
utmoft their native ferocity, which was not mitigated 
by the heiplefs condition and fubmiffiye behaviour 
o f the inhabitants8. The unhappy Britons iiad a 
third time recourfe to Rome, which had declared its 
refolution for ever to abandon them. JEtius, the 
patrician, fuftained, at that time, by his valour and 
magnanimity, the tottering ruins o f the empire, and 
revived for a moment, ampng the degenerate R o 
mans, the fpirit, as well as difcipline, of their an- 
ceftors. The Britifh ambafladors carried to him. 
the letter of . their countrymen, which was infcribed, 
The Groans of the Britons. The tenor o f the epiftle 
was fuitable to its fuperfcription. 'The barbarians, 
fay they, on the one hand, chafe us into the Jea ; the 

Jea, on the other, throws us back upon the barbarians \ 
and we have only the hard choice left us, ofperifhing 
by the /word or by the wavesh But iEtius, preffed 
by the arms of Attila, the .moil terrible enemy that 
ever aflafled the empire, had no leifure to attend i;o 
the complaints o f allies, whom generofity alone could 
induce him to The Britons, thus rejedted,
were reduced to defpair, deferred their habitations, 
abandoned tillage, and flying for protedlion to the 
forefts and mountains, fuffered equally from hunger 
and from the enemy. The barbarians themfelves 
began to feel the prefllires of famine in a country 
which they had ravaged ; and being harafled by the 
dilperfed Britons, who had not dared to refift them

H I S T O R Y  O P  E N G L A N D * ,
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/
in. a .body, they retreated with their ipoils into their & 
own country

T he Britons, taking advantage o f this interval, 
returned to their uiual occupations; and the fa
vourable feafons, which fucceeded, feconded their 
induftry, made them foon forget their paft miferies, 
and reftored to them great plenty o f  all the necef- 
faries o f life. JNo more can be imagined to have 
been pofieffed by a people fo rude, who had not, 
without the affiftance o f the Romans, art o f mafonry 
iiifficient to r.aife a ftone rampart for their own de
fence: Y e t the Monkiih hiftorians x, who treat o f 
thofe events, complain o f the luxury o f the Britons 
during this period, and afcribe to that vice, not to 
their cowardice or improvident counfels, ail their 
fubfequent calamities.

T he Britons, entirely occupied in the enjoyment 
o f the prefent interval o f  peace, made no provifion 
for refilling the enemy, who, invited by their former 
timid behaviour, foon threatened them with a new 
jnvafion. W e are not exaftly informed what ipecies 
o f civil government the Romans on their departure 
had left among the Britons ; but it appears probable, 
|hat the great men in the different diftricts affirmed a1 
kind o f regal, though precarious authority ; and lived 
in a.great meafure independent o f each other7. T o  
this.difunion ofcounfels were alfo added the diiputes 
o f  theology ; and the difciples of Pelagius, who was 
himielf a native o f Britain, having increafed to a great; 
^multitude, gave alarm to the clergy, who feem to 
,have been more intent on fuppreffmg them, than on 
oppofing the public enemy35 * Labouring under diefe 
domeftic evils, and menaced with a foreign invafion, 
,the Britons attended vonly to the fuggeftions o f  their 
prefent fe^rs; and following the counfels o f Vor~ 
kigern, .prince o f Dumnonlum, who, though drained

w Ann. Eeverl. p, 45. * Gildas, Bede, lib. x. cap. 14.
y Gildas, Ufher, Ant. Brit. p. 148. 347. ‘ s Gildas, Bede,
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c  H A P1. 'with every vice, poffeiTed the chief authority among 
*• . them1, they fent into Germany a deputation to in-

vite over the Saxons for their protection and af- 
fiftance.

t s  H I S T O R Y  OF ENGLAND,

The S A X O N S ,

OF all the barbarous nations, known either ift 
ancient or modern times, the Germans leerri 

to have been the moil diftinguiihed both by their 
manners and political inftitutions, and to have car
ried to the higheft pitch the virtues of valour and 
love of liberty; the only virtues which can have 
place among an uncivilized people, where juftice 
and humanity are commonly negleded. Kingly 
government, even when eftabliihed among the 
Germans (for it was not univerfal), poffeffed a very 
limited authority; and though the iovereign was 
ufually chofen from among the royal family, he was 
direded in every meafure by the common confent 
of the nation over whom he preiided. When any 
important affairs were tranfaded, all the warriors 
met in arms; the men of greateft authority em~ 

"ployed perfuaiion to engage their confent; the 
people expreffed their approbation by rattling their 
armour, or their diffent by murmurs; there was no 
neceffity for a nice fcrutiny of votes among a mul
titude, who were ufually carried with aftrong cur
rent to one fide or the other; and the meafure, thus 
fuddenly chofen by general agreement, was executed 
with alacrity, and profecuted with vigour. Even 
in war, the princes governed more by example than 
by authority: But in peace, the civil union was in 
a great meafure difiolved, and the inferior leaders 
adminiftered juftice after an independent manner, 
each in his particular diftrid. Thefe Were eleded 
by the votes of the people in their great councils j

* Gildas, Gul. Malm, p, 8.
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'ail'd-though-regard was paid to nobility in the choice, 
their perfonal qualities, chiefly their valour, procured 
them, from the fuffrages of their fellow-citizens, that 
honourable but dangerous diftindtion. The warriors 
o f  each tribe attached themfelves to their leader with 
the moil devoted affedrion and moil unihaken con- 
■ ftancy.. They attended him as his ornament in 
peace* as his defence in war, as his council in the 
adminiilration o f juftice. Their conftant emulation 
in military renown diffolved not that inviolable 
friendihip which they profeifed to their chieftain and 
to each other. T o  die for the honour o f their band, 
was their chief ambition: T o  furvive its difgrace, 
or the death o f their leader, was infamous. T hey 
even carried into the field their women and children* 
who adopted all the martial fentiments o f the men : 
And being thus impelled by every human motive* 
they were invincible ; where they were not oppofed 
either by the fimilar manners and inftitutions o f the 
neighbouring Germans, or by the iuperior difcipline* 
arms, and numbers of the Rom ans5.

T  he leaders and their military companions were 
maintained by the labour o f their ilaves, or by that 
o f  the weaker and lefs warlike part o f the commu
nity whom they defended. T h e contributions which 
they levied went not beyond a bare ilibfiftence; and 
the honours, acquired by a fuperior rank, were the 
only reward o f their fuperior dangers and fatigues, 
A ll the refined arts of life were unknown among: the 
Germans: Tillage itfelf waŝ  almoft wholly neg- 
ledted: T h ey  even feem to have been anxious to 
prevent any improvements o f that nature; and the 
leaders, by annually diftributing anew all the land 
among the, inhabitants o f each village, kept them 
from attaching themfelves to particular poileffions, 
or making fijeh prdgjrefsrin agriculture as might

lib, u, Tacit, de M oivGpim.
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divert their attention from military expeditions* the 
chief occupation of the community \

T he Saxons had been, for fome time regarded as 
one o f the moft warlike tribes o f  this fierce people, 
and had become the terror o f the neighbouring na
tions d. They had diffufed themfelves from the 
northern parts of Germany and the Cimbrian Cher- 
fonefus, and had taken poiTeiiion o f  all the fea~coaft 
from the mouth o f the Rhine to Jutland ; whence 
they had long infefted by their piracies all the eaftern 
and fouthern parts o f Britain, and the northern of 
G au le. In order to oppofe their inroads, the R o 
mans had eftabliihed an officer, whom they called 
Count of the Saacon fhore; and as the naval arts can 
flouriih among a civilized people alone, they feem 
to have been more fuccefsful in repelling the Saxons, 
than any o f the other barbarians by whom they were 
invaded, T h e diffolution o f the Roman power in
vited them to renew their inroad,s, and it was an 
acceptable circumftance, that the deputies o f  the 
Bretons appeared among them, and prompted them 
to*undertake an enterprize, to which they were of 
themfelves fufficlentiy inclinedf.

H engist and Horfa, two brothers, pofleiled 
great credit among the Saxons, and were much ce
lebrated both for their valour and nobility. They 
were reputed, as moft o f the Saxon princes, to be 
iprung from Woden, who was worihipped as a god 
among thofe nations, and they are faid to be his 
great grandfons®; a circumftance which added much 
to their authority. W e fhall not attempt to trace 
any^higher the origin o f thofe princes and nations. 
It is evident what fruitlefs labour it muft be to 
fearch, in thofe barbarous and illiterate ages, for,the

c Caefar, lib. 6, Tacit, ibid. d Amm, Marcell. lib. 28/ Grofius.
e Amm. Marcdl. lib. 27. cap. 7. lib. 28. cap. 7, i  Will*

Malm. p. 8. g Bede, lib, j, cap, 35, Saxoii Cliron. p. 13,
ISieimius, cap, 28» : sx
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^finals o f  a people* when their firft leaders, known 
in any true hiftory* were believed by them to be the 
fourth in defcent from a fabulous deity, or from a 
man exalted by ignorance into that character. T h e 
dark induftry o f antiquaries, led by imaginary ana
logies o f names, Or by uncertain traditions, , would in 
vain attempt to pierce into that deep obfcurity which 
covers the remote hiftory o f thofe nations.

T h e s e  two brothers, obferving the other pro
vinces o f Germany to be occupied by a warlike and 
neceffitous people, and the rich provinces o f Gaul 
already conquered or over-run by other German 
tribes, found it eafy to perfuade their countrymen to 
embrace the foie enterprise which promifed a fa
vourable opportunity of difplaying their valour and 
gratifying their avidity* T h ey embarked their 
troops in three veffels, and, about the year 449 or 
4 5 0 h, carried over 1600 men, who landed in the 
iile o f  Thanet, fa d  immediately marched to the de
fence o f the Britons againft the northern invaders* 
T h e Scots and F i f e  w7ere unable to refill the valour 
o f thefe auxiliaries ; and the Britons, applauding 
their own wifdom in calling over the Saxons, hoped 
thenceforth to enjoy peace and fecurity under the 
powerful protection o f that warlike people.

B u t  Hengift and Horfa perceiving, from their 
eafy victory over the Scots and Pifts, with what fa
cility they might fubdue the Britons themfelves, who 
had not been able to refill thofe feeble' invaders, 
were determined to conquer and fight for their own 
grandeur, not for the defence o f their degenerate 
allies. T h ey fent intelligence to Saxony of the fer
tility and riches o f  B rita in ;:and reprefented as cer
tain the *fubje£lion o f a people fo long difufed to 
arms, who, being now cut off from the Roman 
empire, o f which they had been a province during 
fo many ages, had not yet acquired any union

h Saxon Chronicle, p. i£. G ul. Malm. p. n .  Huntington,lib. 
p. 3,09. Ethelwcrd. Brampton, p.
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among themfelves, and were deftitute o f all affect 
tion to their new liberties-, and o f all national attach-* 
ments and regards1. T h e vices and puiillanimity o f 
Vortigern, the Britifh leader, were a new ground o f 
hope; and the Saxons in Germany/ following fucft 
agreeable profpedte, foon reinforced Hengift and 
Horfa with 5000 men, who came over in feventeen 
veffels. The Britons now began to entertain ap- 

: prehenfions o f their allies, whole numbers they found 
continually augmenting; but thought of no remedy, 
except a paffive fubmiffion and connivance. -This 
weak expedient foon failed them. The. Saxons 
fought a quarrel, by complaining that their Tub- 
Tidies were ill paid, and their provifions withdrawnk : 
And immediately taking off the mafk, they formed 
an alliance with the Pi£ts and Scots, and proceeded 
to open hoftility againft the Britons.

T h e  Britons, impelled by thefe violent extremi
ties, and roufed to indignation againft their trea
cherous auxiliaries, were neceffitated to take arm s; 
and having depofed Vortigern, who had become 
odious from his vices, and from the bad event o f 
his raih counfels, they put themfelves under the 
command of his fon Vortimer. T hey fought many 
battles with .their enemies; and though the victories 
In thefe aftions be difputed between the Britifh and 
Saxon annalifts, the progrefs ftill made by the Saxons 
proves that the advantage was commonly on their 
fide. " In one battle, however, fought at Eglesford, 
now Ailsford, Horfa, the Saxon general, was flain, 
and left the foie command over his countrymen in 
the hands of Hengift. .T his adtive general, con
tinually reinforced by freih numbers from Germany, 
carried devaftation into the moft remote corners o f 
Britain; and being chiefly anxious to fpread the ter
ror o f his arms, he fpared neither age, nor fex, nor 
condition, wherever he marched with his viftorious

* Chron, Sax. p. ij . Ann. Beverl. p. 4.9, k Bede, lib. 1.
cap. 15. Nennius, cap. 35, Gildas, § 23«
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forces. T he private and public edifices o f the Bri
tons were reduced to afhes: T h e priefts were (laugh- 
tered on the altars by thofe idolatrous ravagers : 
T h e bifhops and nobility (hared the fate of the 
vulgar: T h e people* flying to the mountains and 
deferts, were intercepted arid butchered in heaps: 
Some were glad to accept o f life and fervitude under 
their vidtors: Others* deferring their native coun
try* took (helter in the province o f Arm orica; 
where* being charitably received by a people of the 
fame language and manners* they fettled in great 
numbers* and gave the country the name of Brit
tany1.

T he Bririfh writers affign one cauie which facili
tated the entrance o f the Saxons into this ifland; 
the love 'with which Vorrigern was at fir ft feized for 
Rovena* the daughter o f Hengift* and which that 
artful warrior made ufe o f to blind the eyes o f the 
imprudent monarch171. The fame hiftorians add* 
that Yortimer died* and that Vcrtigern, being re- 
itored to the throne, accepted o f  a banquet from 
Hengift at Stonehenge* where 300 o f his nobility 
were treacheroufly flaughtered, and himfelf detained 
captive11. But thefe ftories feem to have been in
vented by the W elfh authors* in order to palliate the 
weak refiftance made at firft by their countrymen* 
and to account for the rapid progrefs and licentious 
devaluations o f the Saxons0.

A fte r  the death o f Yortimer, Ambroilus* a 
Briton* though o f Roman defcent, was invefted 
with the command over his countrymen, and en
deavoured* not without fuccefs* to unite them in. 
their refiftance againft the Saxons, Thofe conceits 
increafed the animofity between the two nations* and 
roufed the military fpirit of the ancient inhabitants* 
which had before been funk into a fatal lethargy*

* Bede, lib. i, cap. 15. Uihei*? p. zzfi. Gil das, § 24-
40 Nennius. Galfr. lib. 6. cap, iz, n Nennius* cap. 47, Galfr.
* Scillingfleet's Grig, Brit. p. 324, 325,
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Hehgift, however, notwithftanding their oppofition* 
ftill maintained his ground in Britain $ and‘in order 
to divide the forces and attention o f the natives, he 
called over a new tribe o f Saxons, under the com
mand of-hife brother O ita, and o f Ebiffa* the fon o f 
O fta ; and he fettled them in Northumberland. H e  
himfelf remained in the fouthern parts o f the ifland, 
and laid the foundation of the kingdom o f Kent, 
comprehending the county o f that name, Middle
sex, EfFex, and part of Surry, H e fixed his royal 
feat at Canterbury 5 where he governed about forty 
years, and he died in or near the year 488 ,; leaving 
his new-acquired dominions to his poffcerity.

T he fuccefs o f Hengift excited the avidity of the 
other northern Germans; and at different times, and 
under different leaders, they flocked over in multi
tudes to the invafion o f this ifland, Thefe con
querors were chiefly compofed o f three tribes, the 
Saxons, Angles, and Jutesp, who all paffed under 
the common appellation, Sometimes o f Saxons, 
fometimes of A n gles; and fpeaking the fame lan
guage, and being governed by the fame inftitutions, 
they were naturally led, from thefe caufes as well 
as from their common intereft, to unite themfelves 
againfl the ancient inhabitants. The refiftance how
ever, though unequal, was ftiil maintained by the 
Britons ; but became every day more feeble: A nd 
their calamities admitted of few intervals, till they 
were driven into Cornwal and Wales, and received 
protection from the remote .Situation or inacceffible 
mountains of thofe countries.

T he firfi: Saxon ftate, after that o f Kent, which 
was eftablifhed in Britain, was the kingdom o f 
South-Saxony, In the year 477% ¿Elia, a Saxon

P Bedes lib. i, cap, 15. Ethelwerd, p, 833. edit. Camdeni, Chron. 
Sax, p, n *  Ann, Beveid. p, 78. The inhabitants of Kent and the 
ifle qf Wight were Jutes. EiTex, JVIiddlefex, Surry, SuiTex* and all 
the fouthern counties bo Cornwal, were peopled by Saxons: IVlercia, 
and ether parts of the kingdom, were inhabited by Angles,

3 Chron, $ax. p. 14-, Ann. Beverl. p. S3,
chief
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chief* brought over an army from G erm any; and 
landing on the fouthern coaft* proceeded to take 
poffeffion o f the neighbouring territory. T h e Bri
tons* now armed* did not tamely abandon their pof- 
feffions; nor were they expelled* till defeated in 
many battles by their warlike invaders. T h e  moft 
memorable adtion* mentioned by hiftorians* is that 
o f Meacredes-Burnr; where* though the Saxons 
feem to have obtained the vidtory* they fuffered fo 
coniiderable a lofs, as fomewhat retarded the pro- 
grefs o f their conquefts. But iElla, reinforced by 
freih numbers o f his countrymen* again took the 
field againft the Britons; and laid fiege to Andred- 
Ceafter* which was defended by the garriibn and in
habitants with defperate valour3. T h e Saxons* en
raged by this refiftance* and by the fatigues and 
dangers which they had fuitained* redoubled their 
efforts againft the place* and when mailers o f it* put 
all their enemies to the fword without diftindtioru 
This decifive advantage fecured the conquefts o f 
iElla/ who affumed the. name o f King* and ex
tended his dominion over Suflex and a great part o f  
Surry* H e was flopped in his .progrels to the eaft 
by the kingdom of Kent: In that to the weft by 
another tribe o f Saxons* who had taken pofleffion o f  
that territory*

T h e s e  Saxons* from the fituation o f the country 
in which they fettled* were called the Weft-Saxons* 
and landed in the year 495* under the command o f 
Gerdic* and o f his fon Kenrick T h e Britons were* 
by paft experience* fo much on their guard* and lb 
well prepared to receive the enemy, that they gave 
battle to Cerdic the very day of his landing; and 
though vanquiihed* ftill defended* for fame time, 
their liberties againft the invaders. None o f the 
other tribes o f Saxons met with fuch vigorous re
fiftance* or exerted fuch valour, and perfeverance in

,r Saxon Chron. A .O . 4S5. Flor, Wigorn. 3 Hen* Hunting* 
Hb* 3* * Will. Malm, lib. t, cap. i, p, Chrcn. Sax. p. 15*
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puihing their conquefts. Cerdic was even obliged 
to call for the affiftance o f his countrymen from the 
kingdoms o f  Kent and Suffex, as well as from G e r-: 
many, and he was thence joined by a frefh army 
under the command of Porte, and of his fons Bleda 
and Meglari Strengthened-by thefe fuccours, he 
fought, in the year 508, a defperate battle with the 
Britons, commanded by Nazan-Leod, who was 
vi&orious in the beginning o f the adlion, and routed 
the wing in which Cerdic himfelf commanded $ but 
Kenric, who had prevailed in the other wing, 
brought timely affiftance to his father, and reftored 
the battle, which ended in a complete viftory gained 
by the SaxonsL Nazan-Leod periihed, with 5000 
o f  his’ arm y, but left the Britons more weakened 
than difcouraged by his death. T h e war ftill con
tinued, though the fuccefs was commonly on the fide 
o f the Saxons, whofe ihort fwords, and clofe man
ner o f fighting, gave them great advantage over the 
miffile weapons o f the Britons. Cerdic was -■ not 
wanting to his good fortune; and in order to ex
tend his conquefts, he laid fiege to M ount Badon 
or Banefdowne near Bath, whither the moil oh- 
ftinate of the difcomfited Britons had retired. T h e 
fouthern Britons, in this extremity, applied for af~ 
iiftance to Arthur, Prince o f the Silures, whofe 
heroic valour now fuftained the declining fate o f his 
country \  This is that Arthur fo much celebrated 
in the fongs of Thalieffin, and the other Britiih 
bards, and whofe military atchievements have been 
blended with fo many fables, as even to give oe- 
cafion for entertaining a doubt o f his real exiftence. 
But poets, though they disfigure the moft certain 
hiftory by their fi&idns, and ufe ftrange liberties 
with truth where they are the foie hiftorians, as 
among the Britons, have commonly feme founda
tion for their wildeft exaggerations, Certain it iŝ

u Chion. Sax. p. 17, w H, Hunting, lib. 2. Ethelvyerd, lib. 1. 
C/jiron, Sax. p. 17, X Hunting, lib, 2,
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that the fiege o f Badon was raifed by the Britons in 
the year 520: and the Saxons were there difcomfited 
in a great battle7. This misfortune flopped the 
progrefs of Cerdic; but was not fufficient to wreft 
from him the conquefts which he had already made. 
H e  and his fon, Kenric, who fucceeded him, efta-* 
blifhed the kingdom o f the Weft-Saxons, or o f 
W effex, over the counties o f Hants, Dorfet, W ilts, 
Berks, and the Ifle o f W ight, and left their new- 
acquired dominions to their pofterity. Cerdic died 
in 534, Kenric in 560.

W h ile  the Saxons made this progrefs in the 
ibuth, their countrymen were not lefs,a£tive in other 
quarters. In the year 527, a great tribe o f adven
turers, under feveral leaders, landed on the eaft- 
coaft o f Britain; and after*.fighting many battles, 
o f  which hiftory has preferved no particular account, 
they eftablifhed three new kingdoms in this ifland.- 
U ffa afiumed the tide o f king o f  the Eaft-Angles in 
575;  Crida that of Mercia in 585 and Erken- 
win that of Eaft-Saxony or EfTex nearly about the 
fame.time, but the year is uncertain. This latter 
kingdom was difmembered from that c f  Kent, and 
comprehended EfTex, Middlefex, and part of H ert- 
fordfhire. T hat o f the Eaft-Angles, the counties 
o f  Cambridge, Suffolk, and Norfolk : Mercia was 
extended over all the middle counties, from the- 
banks o f the Severn, to the frontiers o f thefe two 
kingdoms.

T he Saxons, foon after the landing o f Hengift, 
had been planted in Northumberland; but, as they 
met with an obftinate refiftance, and made but fmall 
progrefs in fubduing the inhabitants, their affairs 
were in fo unfettled a condition, that none of their 
princes for a long rime affumed the appellation of 
king. A t  laft, in 547 a, Ida, a Saxon prince o f 
great valourb, who claimed a defcent, as did all

7 Gil das, Saxon Chiron. Ht Hunting. lib. z Math. Welt.
Huiiyn^don, lib. s* a Chron( Sax, pi tj?. b Will, Msinii.p. *3-
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C H A P ,  the other .princes o f  that nation, from Woden,; 
, , brought over a reinforcement from Germany, and

v enabled the Northumbrians to carry on their con- 
quefts over the Britons. H e entirely fubdued the 
county now called Northumberland, the biihoprie 
o f  Durham, as well as fome o f the fouth-eail coun-, 
ties of Scotland; and he affumed the crown under 
the title o f king o f Bernicia. Nearly about the 
fame time, JEIk, another Saxon prince, having 
conquered Lancafhire, and the greater part o f  
Yorkfhire, received the appellation o f  king o f  
D e ir ic. Thefe two kingdoms were united in the 
perfon o f EthilfHd, grandfon o f Ida, who married 
AcCa, the daughter of iE lla; and expelling her 
brother Edwin, eftablifhed one o f the moil power
ful of the Saxon kingdoms by the title o f Northum
berland. How far his dominions extended into the 
country now called Scotland is uncertain; but it 
cannot be doubted, that all the lowlands, efpecially 
the eaft-coaft o f that country, were peopled in a 
great meafure from Germ any; though the expedi
tions, made by the feveral Saxon adventurers, have 
efcaped the records o f hiftory. The language fpo- 
ken in thofe * countries, which is purely Saxon, is 
a flronger proof of this event, than can be oppofed 
by the imperfect, or rather fabulous annals, which 
are obtruded on us by the Seottiih hiftorians.

The H E P T A R C H Y .

,H U  S was eftablifhed, after a violent conteft o f 
near a hundred and fifty years, the Heptarchy, 

or feven Saxon kingdoms, in Britain; and the 
whole fouthern part of the ifland, except Wales and 
Cornwal, had totally changed its inhabitants, lan
guage, cuftoms, and political inftitutions, T h e 
Britons* under the Roman dominion, had made

c Ann, Beyerl. p. 78,
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fuch advances rewards arts and civil manners* that 
they had built twenty-eight eonfiderable cities within 
their province, befides a great number o f  villages 
and country-feats d: But the fierce conquerors, by 
whom they were now fubdued, threw every thing 
back into ancient barbarity ; and thofe few natives  ̂
who were not either mafiacred or expelled their ha
bitations* were reduced to the mofl: abject flavery. 
None o f the other northern conquerors, the Franks, 
Goths, Vandals, or Burgundians, though they over
ran the fouthern provinces o f  the empire like a 
mighty torrent, made fuch devaluations in the con
quered territories, or were inflamed into fo violent 
an animofity againft the ancient inhabitants. A s  
the Saxons came over at intervals in feparate bo
dies, the Britons, however at firft unwarlike, were 
tempted to make refiftance; and hoftilities being 
thereby prolonged, proved more deftru drive to both 
parties, efpecially to the vanquiihed. T h e firft in
vaders from Germany, in (lead o f excluding other 
adventurers, who muft ihare with them the fpoils o f 
the ancient inhabitants, were obliged to folicit freflx 
fupplies from their own country; and a total exter
mination o f the Britons became the foie expedient 
for providing a fettle-merit and fubfiftence to the 
new planters. Hence there have been found in 
hiftory few conquefts more ruinous than that o f the 
Saxons; and few revolutions more violent than that 
which they introduced.

So long as the conteft was maintained with the 
natives, the fe'veral Saxon princes preferved a union 
o f counfels and interefts ; but after the Britons were 
fhut up in the barren countries o f Cornwal and 
Wales, and gave no farther difturbance to the Con
querors, the band o f alliance was in a great Tneafure 
di’flblved among the princes o f  the Heptarchy* 
Though One Prince feems frill to have been allowed,

Gjiiks, Bede, :Eb,-r.
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P h a  P. or to have affumed, an afeendant over the whole*
i - *• . his authority, i f  it ought ever to be deemed regular

or legal,- was extremely limited; and each ftate 
aded as if  it had been independent, and wholly fe-\ 
parate from the reft. Wars, therefore, and revo
lutions and diflenfions were unavoidable among a 
turbulent and military people; and thefe events, 
however intricate or confufed, ought now to become 
the objeds o f our attention. But, added to the 

' difficulty of carrying on at once the hiftory o f  fever* 
independent kingdoms, there is great difcourage- 
ment to a writer, arifing from the uncertainty, at 
leaft barrennefs, of the accounts tranfmitted to us. 
The monks, who were the only annalifts during* 
thofe ages, lived remote from public affairs,, con- 
fidered the civil tranfadions as entirely fubordinate 
to the eccleftaftical, and, befides partaking o f the 
ignorance and barbarity which were then univerfal, 
were ftrongly infeded. with credulity, with the love 
o f  wonder, and with a propenfity to impofture; 
vices almoft infeparable from their profeffion and 
manner qf life. T h e hiftory o f that period abounds 

* In names, but is extremely barren o f events ; or the 
events are related fo much without circumftances 
and caufes, that the moft profound or moft elo
quent writer muft defpair o f rendering them either 
inftrudive or entertaining to the reader. Even the 
great learning and vigorous imagination of Milton 
funk under the weight; and this author fcruples not 
to declare, that the ikirmifhes o f kites or crows as. 
much merited a particular narrative, as the confufed 
tranfadions and battles of the Saxon Heptarchye. In 
order, however, to conned the events in feme tole
rable meafure, we ihall give a fuccind account o f 
the fucceffions o f kings, and of the more remarkable 
revolutions in each particular kingdom ; beginning 
with that of Kent, which was:the firft eftablifhed,;;

c in.Kennct, p. ,gQ.
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C H A P ,

The  Kingdom o f K E N T .  y —T*-_f

Jn S O U S  fuceeeded his father, Hengift, in the 
' “J"kingdom o f Kent; but feems not to have pofi 
ieffed the military genius o f that conqueror, who 

' flrft made way for the entrance o f the Saxon arms 
into Britain.. A ll the Saxons, who fought either 
the fame o f  valour, or new eftabliihments by arms* 
flocked to the ilandard o f iElla, king of Suffex, who 
Was carrying on foccefsful war again ft the Britons, 
and laying the foundations o f a new kingdom,
Efcus was content to poffefs in tranquillity the king
dom o f Kent, which he left in 5 12 to his fon Q£ta, 
in whofe time the Eaft-Saxons eftabliihed their mo
narchy, and difmembered. the provinces o f Effex 
and Middlefex from that o f Kent. H is death, 
after a reign o f  twenty-two years, made room for 
his fon Hermenric in 534, who performed nothing 
memorable during a reign o f thirty-two years, ex
cept ailbciating with him his fon Ethelbert in the 
government, that he might fecure the fucceffion ia 
his family, and prevent fuch revolutions as are inci
dent to a turbulent and barbarous monarchy.

E t h e l b e r t  revived the reputation o f his family, 
which had languifhed for feme generations. T h e  
inaikivity o f  his predecefibrs, and the iituation o f his 
country, fecured from all hoftility with the Britons, 
feem to have much enfeebled the warlike genius o f 
the Kentifh Saxons; and Ethelbert, in his firft at
tempt to aggrandize his country, and_diftinguiih his 
own name, was unfucceisfulf. H e was twice dis
comfited in battle by Ceaulin, k in g o fW e ffe x ; and 
obliged to yield the iuperiority in the Heptarchy to 
that ambitious monarch, w;ho preferved no modera
tion in his victory, and by reducing the kingdom o f 
Sulfex to fubjeition, excited jealoufy in .all the
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.CHAP, other princes. An aflociation was formed againft
T . him; and Ethelbert, intruded with the command

1 * ' of the allies, gave him battle, and obtained a de
ci five viftoryg. . Ceaulin died foon after; arid 
Ethelbert fucceedcd as well to his afcendant among 
the Saxon dates, as to his other ambitious projets. 
He reduced all the princes, except the king of 
Northumberland, to a drift dépendance upon him; 
,and even edablilhed himfelf by force on the throne 
of Mercia, the mod extenfive of the Saxon king
doms. Apprehenfive, however, of a dangerous 
league againft him, like that by which he himfelf 
had been enabled to overthrow Ceaulin, he had the 
prudence to refign the kingdom of Mercia to 
Webba, thè rightful heir, the fon of Grida, who 
had firft founded that monarchy. But governed 
dill by ambition more than by judice, he gave 
Webba poiîèffion of the crown on fuch conditions, 
as rendered him little* better than a tributary prince 
under his artful benefaftor.

But the -mod memorable event which didin- 
guiihed the reign of this great prince, was the in- 
troduftion of the Chridian religion among the Eng- 
liih Saxons. The fuperdition of the Germans, par
ticularly that of the Saxons, was of the groffeft and 
mod barbarous kind ; and being founded on tradi
tional tales received from, their ancedors, not re-' 
duced to any iyftem, not fupported by political in- 
ditutions like that of the Druids, it feems to have 
made little impreifion on its votaries, and to have 

• eafily reiigned its place to the new doftrine promul
gated to them. Woden, whom, they deemed thé 
ancedor of all their princes, was regarded as the god 
of war, and, by a natural donfequence, became 
their fupreme deity, and the chief objeft of their reli
gious worihip. They believed, that if they ob
tained the favour of this divinity by their valour (for
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they made lefs account o f the other virtues)> they 
fliGuld be admitted after their death into his hall j 
and repofing on couches, fhould fatiate themfelves 
with ale from the fkulls of their enemies. whom 
they had flain in battle* Incited by this idea o f pa- 
radife, which gratified at once the paffion o f revenge 
and that o f intemperance, the ruling inclinations o f 
barbarians, they defpifed the dangers o f war, and 
increafed their native ferocity againft the vanquifhed 
by their religious prejudices, W e  know little o f  
the other theological tenets o f the Saxons: W e only 
learn that they were polytheiils 5 that they wor- 
fhipped the fun and moon 5 that they adored the 
god of thunder, under the name o f Thor 5 that they 
had images in their temples > that they practifed fa- 
crifices; believed firmly in fpells and inchantments  ̂
and admitted in general a fyftem o f doitrines which 
they held as facred, but which, like all other fuper- 
ftitions, muft carry the air o f  the wildeffc extrava
gance, if  propounded to thofe whoare not familiar
ized to it from their earlieft infancy,

T he conftant hoftiliues which the Saxons main
tained againft the Britons, would naturally Indifpofe 
them for receiving the Chriftian faith, when 
preached to them by ibch inveterate enemies; and 
perhaps the Britons* as is objected to them by G il- 
das and Bede, were not overfond o f communicating 
to their cruel invaders tire do&rine o f eternal life 
and falvation. But as a civilized people, however 
fubdued by arms, ftill maintain a fenfible fuperiority 
over barbarous and ignorant nations, all the other 
northern conquerors o f Europe had been already in
duced to embrace the Chriftian faith, which they 
found eflablifhed in the empire $ and it was impof- 
iible but the Saxons, informed o f this event, muft 
Ih|tve regarded with fome degree o f veneration a doc
trine,  ̂which had acquired the afcendanc over all 
their brethren. However limited in their views, 
they could not but have perceived a degree of cul

tivation
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h i s t o r y  of  En g l a n d .
tivation in the fouthetn countries beyond what theÿ 
therrifelves poiTeffed ; and it was natural for them to 
yield to that fuperior knowledge, as well as zeal; 
by which the inhabitants o f the Chriftian kingdoms 
were even at that time diftinguifhed.

B ut thefe caul es might long have failed o f  pro-» 
during any confiderabl^eflfeét* had not a favourable 
incident prepared the means o f introducing Chrifti- 
anity into Kent. Ethelbert* in his fathers lifetime* 
had married Bertha, the only daughter of Caribert* 
king o f Paris V  one of the defendants o f Clovis* 
the conqueror o f Gaul; but before he was admitted 
to  this alliance, he was obliged to ftipulate* that the 
princefs fhouid enjoy the free exercife o f her reli
gion; a concefllon not difficult to be obtained 
from the idolatrous Saxons \ Bertha brought over 
-a French bifhop to the court o f  Canterbury ; and 
being zealous for the propagation o f her religion* 
ihe had been very affiduous in her devotional exer- 
icifes* had fupported the credit of her faith by an irre
proachable conduct* and had employed every art o f  
infinuation and addrefs to reconcile her hufband to 
lier religious principles. H er popularity in the court* 
and her influence over Ethelbert* had ib well paved 
the way for thé reception o f the Chriftian doitrine* 
that Gregory* firnamed the Great* then Roman 
pontiff* began to entertain hopes o f effecting a pro- 
je£t, which he himfelf* before he mounted the pa
pal throne* had once embraced* of converting the 
Eritiih Saxons.

I t  happened* that this prelate* at that time in à 
private ftation* had obferved in the market-place o f 
Rome feme Saxon youth expofed to fale* whom the 
Roman merchants, in their trading voyages to Bri
tain* had bought of their mercenary parents"; Struck 
with the beauty of their fair complexions and bloom
ing countenances* Gregory âfkéd to what country

Greg, of Tours, lib. 9. cap. 26. H. Hunting, lib, 2«
1 Bede* lib, 1, cap. 25. Brompton* p, 729* \

they



they belonged  ̂ and being told they were Angles y 
he * replied, that they ought more properly to be 
denominated angels: It were a pity that the Prince 
of Darknefs fhould enjoy fo fair a prey, and that 
fo beautiful-a frontifpiece ihouid cover a mind 
deftitute o f ' internal grace and righreoufneis. En
quiring farther concerning the name o f their pro
vince, he was informed, that it was Deiri, a 
diftridt o f Northumberland: Deiri I replied he* 
that is good! They are called to the mercy of God 
from his anger, D e ira. But what is the name o f  
th e 1 king of that province ? H e was told it was 
¿Ella ox A lla : Alleluia, cried he: We muft endea
vour , that the praifes of God be Jung in their ‘country * 
Moved by thefe aliufions, which appeared to him 
fo happy, he determined to undertake, himfolf, a 
miffion into Britain; and having obtained the Pope's 
approbation, he prepared for that perilous journey: 
But his popularity at home was fo great, that the 
Romans* unwilling to expofe him to fuch dangers* 
oppofed his defign; and he was obliged, for the 
prefent, to lay afide all farther thoughts o f executing 
that pious purpofe

T he controversy between the Pagans and the 
Chriftians was not entirely cooled in that ag e; and 
no pontiff, before Gregor}7, had ever carried to 
greater excefs an intemperate zeal againft the former 
religion* H e had waged war with all the precious 
monuments o f the ancients, and even with their writ
ings j which, as appears from the (train of his own 
wit, as well as iron, the ftyle o f his compoiitions, 
he had not tafte or genius fufficient to comprehend. 
Ambitious to diftinguifh his pontificate by the con- 
verfion o f the Britifh Saxons, he pitched on Auguf- 
tine* a-Roman monk, and font him with forty alio- 
ciates to preach the gofpel in this iiland. Thefo 
miffionaries, terrified with the dangers which might

k Bede, Kb* a, cap. i, Spell, Cone, p* $ u
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c h a p , attend their pmpofmg a new doftrine to fo fierce a 
, J ‘  , people* of whofe language they were ignorant* 

flopped fome time in France* and fent back AuguF 
tine to lay the hazards and difficulties before the 
Pope* and crave, his permiffion to defilt from the 
tindertaking. But Gregory exhorted them to per- 
feverein their purpofe* advifed them to ehufe fome 
interpreters from among the Franks* who fall fpoke 
the fame language with the Saxons ]* arid recom
mended them to the good offices of queen Brune- 
haut* who had at this time ufurped the fovereign 
power in France. This princefs.* though ftained 
with every vice of treachery and ameky* either pof- 
feffed or pretended great zeal for the caufe* and 
Gregory acknowledged* that to her friendly affifF 
ance .was* in a great meafure* owing the fuccefs of 
that undertakingo  ̂ .

A u g u s t in e ., on his arrival in Kent* in the year. 
597 % found the danger much lefs than he had ap
prehended. Ethelberf*. already well-difpofed to
wards the Chriftian faith* affigned him a habitation 
in the I fie of Thanet; and loon after admitted him 
to a conference. Appreherffive* however* left ipellij 
or enchantments might be employed againft him by 
priefts, who brought- an unknown worfhip from a 
difiant country*, he had the precaution to receive 
them in the open ah**, where he believed the force of 
their magic would be more eafily diffipated °. Here 
Auguftine*. by means of his interpreters* delivered 
to him the tenets of the Chriftian faith* and pro* 
miled him eternal joys above* and a kingdom in 
heaven without end* if he would be perfuaded to 
receive that falutary do&rine. iC p Your words and 

promifes*” replied Ethelbert* iC are fair* but be-

1 Bede, lib. i .  cap. 23. m Greg. Epift. lib. 9. epift, 5$,
Spell. Cone. p-Ss. , n Higden. Polychron. lib. 5. Chron, 
Sax. p. 23. • o Bede, lib. 1. cap. 25. H. Hunting, lib; 3V
Jirompton, p. 729. Parker Antiq. Brit. Eccl. p. 6i:, p Bede,
Aib. 5, cap, 25, Citron, W , Thorn, p, 1753,

*f caufs



caufe they are new and uncertain, I cannot en~ c 
tirely yield to them, and reiinquifh the principles 
which I and'm y anceftors have fo long main- 
rained. .Y ou  are welcome, however, to remain' 
here in peace; and as you have undertaken fo 
long a journey, folely, as it appears, for what 
you believe to be for our advantage, I will fup- 

c< ply you with all necelfaries, and permit you to 
*c liver your doftrine to my iubjefts V ?
. A u g u s t in e , encouraged by this favourable re
ception, and feeing now a profpeft o f fuccefs, pro^ 
ceeded with redoubled zeal to preach the gofpel to 
the Kentifh Saxons. H e attrafted their attention 
by the aufterity o f  his manners, by the fevere pe
nances to which he fubjefted himfelf, by the ahiri- 
nence and felf-denial which he praftifed: And 
having excited their wonder, by a courfe of life 
which appeared fo contrary to nature, he procured 
more eafiiy their belief o f miracles, which, it was 
pretended, he wrought for their converfion r* In-, 
fiuenced by thefe motives, and by the declared fa
vour o f the- court, numbers of the Kentiilv men 
were baptized; and the King himfelf was perfuaded 
to fofamit to that rite of Christianity. H is example 
had great influence with his fuhjefts; but he em
ployed no force to bring them over to the new doc
trine. Auguftine thought proper, in the commence
ment o f  his million, to afllimc the appearance o f the 
greateft lenity: H e told Ethelbert, that the fervice 
of Chrift muft be entirely voluntary, and that no 
violence ought ever to be ufed in propagating fo ia- 
lutary a doftrines*

 ̂ T he intelligence received o f thefe fplritual con-, 
quefts, afforded great joy to the Romans; who now 
exulted as much in thole peaceful trophies, as their 
anceftors had ever done in their moil fanguinary 
triumphs, and moft fplcndid - victories* Gregory

2 Bede*, lib. i. cap. 25. H. Hunting, lib. 3. Brampton, p.729. 
y Bede, lib. t . cap. 25. 5 Ibid* cap. a 6, H* Hunt! ng- Ub* 3 ■ ‘
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c  H A P. tvrote a letter to Ethelbert, in which, after inform^ 
, ing him that the end of the world was approaching* 
J he exhorted him to difplay his zeal in the converfion 
o f his fuhje6ts, to exert rigour againft the worihip 
o f idols, and to buildup the good work o f holinefs, 
by every expedient o f exhortation, terror, blandifh- 
ment,, or correction* : A  doétrine more fuitable to 
that age, and to the ufual papal maxims, than the 
tolerating principles which Auguftine had thought it 

' prudent to inculcate. T h e pontiff alio anfwered 
fome queflions, which the miffionary had put con
cerning the government o f the new church o f Kent, 
Befides other queries, which it is- not material here 
to relate, Auguftine afked, Whether coufin-germans 
might be allowed to marry ? Gregory anfwered, that 
that liberty had indeed been formerly granted by the 
Roman law; but that experience had fhewn, that no 
Blue could ever come from fuch marriages ;■ and he 
therefore prohibited them, Auguftine afked. Whe
ther a woman pregnant might be baptized ? Gregory 
anfwered, that he faw no objection. How foon after 
the birth the child might receive baptifm ? It was an
fwered, Immediately, i f  neceffary. ■ How foon a huf- 
band might have' commerce with his wife after her 
delivery ? .N ot till fhe had given fuck to her child5 
a practice to -which Gregory exhorts all women* 
How foon a man might enter the churchy or receive 
thefacramenty after having had commerce with his 
w ife? It was replied, that, unlefs he had ap
proached her without defife, merely for. the fake o f 
propagating his fpecies, he was not without fin : But 
in all cafes it was requifite for him, before he entered 
the church, or communicated, to purge himfelf by 
prayer and ablution; and he ought not, even after' 
ufing thefe precautions, to participate immediately 
o f the facred duties". There are fome other ques
tions and replies ftili more indecent and more ridi-

1 Bede, lib. i .  cap. 32, Brompton, p. 732, Spell. Cone. p. 86* 
a Bede, lib. 1, cap. 27-, Spell. Cone. p. 97, 98, 99, &c.
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eulous And, on the whole, it appears that Gre- CH^ P* 
gory and his miffionary, if  fympathy of manners !
have any influence, were better calculated, than 
men o f more refined understandings, for making a 
progrefs with the ignorant and barbarous Saxons,

T h e  more to facilitate the reception o f Chrifti- 
anity, Gregory enjoined Auguftine to remove the 
idols from the Heathen altars, but not to deftroy the 
altars themfelves; becaufe the people, hefaid, would 
be allured to frequent the Chriftian worfhip, when 
they found it celebrated in a place which they were 
accuftomed to revere. And as the Pagans prac- 
tifed facrifices, and feafted with the priefts on their 
offerings, he alfo exhorted the miffionary to perfuade 
them, on Chriftian feftivals, to kill their cattle in the 
neighbourhood o f the church, and to indulge them
felves in thole cheerful entertainments to which they 
had been habituated x. Thefe political compliances 
iliew, that, notwithstanding his ignorance and pre
judices, he was not unacquainted with the arts o f 
governing mankind. Auguftine was confecrated 
archbiihop o f Canterbury, was endowed by Gregory 
with authority over all the Britiih churches, and re
ceived the pall, a badge o f eccleiiaftical honour, from 
Rom e Gregory alfo advifed him not to be too 
much elated with his gift of working miracles2; and 
as Auguftine, proud o f the fuccefs o f his million, 
feemed to think himfelf entitled to extend his autho
rity over the biihops o f Gaul, the Pope informed 
him, that they lay entirely without the bounds o f his 
jurifdiftion \

w Auguftine a Iks, Si mdier menßrua cdnfuetudine tenetur, an eeetcßam in-* 
trare d  licet, aut jacre? commumovh facramenta percipere ? Gregory ardwers,
Santa communisms myfierium in dfdem diebus percipere non debet prahlten  ̂ Si 
autetn eye ’venerations magna percipere non prafumitur  ̂ laudanda Auguftine 
aiks, Si p-oß illußonem, qua per fommirn foist at cidere, •vd corpus Domini qmtibet 
accipere nmleat 5 *vd, ß  facer dos jit, facra myßeria cekbrare f  Gregory ailiwers 
this learned'Cjueftion by many learned diftinfbons.

x Bede, lib. 1. cap. jo . Spell* Cone* p £g. Greg. Epift. iib, 9. 
epift. 71. Y Chron. Sax. p* 23*24, s Hi Hunting,
iib* 3. Spell. Cone, p. S3, Bede, lib. 1. Greg, Epift. lib. 9. epift. 60. 
p JBede, lib, j ,  cap. 27,
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*■  T he marriage o f Ethelbert with Bertha, and 
much more his embracing Chriftianity, begat a con- 
nexion o f  his fubje&s with the French, Italians, and 
other nations on the continent, and tended to re
claim them from that grofs ignorance and barba
rity in which all the Saxon tribes had been hitherto 
involved \  Ethelbert alio enabled0, with the cbn- 
fent o f the Rates o f his kingdom, a body o f laws, 
the firft written laws promulgated by any o f  the 

' northern conquerors; and his reign was in every re- 
fpebfc glorious'to hi-mfelf, and beneficial to his 
people. H e governed the kingdom o f Kent fifty 
years; and dying in 6x6, left the fucceffion to his 
ion, Eadbald. T his“ prince, feduced by a paffion 
for his mother-in-law, deferted for fome time the 
Chriftian faith, which permitted not thefe inceftu- 
ous marriages: His whole people immediately re
turned with him to idolatry. Laurentius, the fuc- 
ceffor o f Auguftine, found the Chriftian worihip 
wholly abandoned, and was prepared to return to 
Trance, in order to efcape the mortification of 
preaching the gofpei without fruit to the infidels, 
M dlitus and Juftus, who had been confecrated bi- 
ihops o f London and Rochefter, had already de
parted the kingdom d; when Laurentius, before he 
fihould entirely abandon his dignity, made one ef
fort to reclaim the king. H e appeared before that 
prince; and throwing off his veftments, ihowed his 
body all torn with hruifes and ftripes, which he had 
received. Eadbald, wondering that any man fhould 
have dared to treat in that manner a perfon of his 
rank, was told by Laurentius, that h e1 had received 
this chaftifement from St. Peter, the prince o f  the 
apoftles, who had appeared to him in a vifion, and 
feverely reproving him for his intention to defert his 
charge, had inflated on him thefe vifible marks o f 
his difple^fure e. Whether Eadbald was ft ruck with

 ̂ W il l .  Malm. p. 10. c W ilkins Leges Sax. p. 13. d Bede, 
lib, 2,. cap. 5. ? xbid. cap. 6. Chron. Sax. p. Higden,Iib. 5.
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the miracle* or influenced by fome other motive* c h a p , 
he divorced himfelf from his mother-in-law* and *“ 
returned to the profeffion o f Chriilianityf ; H is 
whole people returned with him. Eadbald reached 
not the fame or authority o f his father* and died in 
640* after a reign o f twenty-five years j leaving two 
Ions* Erminfrid and Ereombert,

E rco m bert , though the younger fon, by E m 
ma* a French princefs, found means to mount the 
throne* H e is celebrated by Bede for two exploits, 
for eftabliihing the fail o f Lent in his kingdom, 
and for utterly extirpating idolatry 5 which* not- 
withftanding the prevalence o f Chriilianity* had hi
therto been tolerated by the two preceding mo- 
narchs. H e reigned twenty-four years 5 and left 
the crown to Egbert his fon, who reigned nine 
years. This prince is renowned for his encourage
ment of learning; but infamous for putting to 
death his two coufin-germans* ions o f Erminfrid* 
his unde* T h e ecclefiaflical writers praife him for 
his beftowing on his fitter* Domnona* fome lands 
in the Ifle o f  Thanet* where ihe founded a mo- 
nailery.

T he bloody precaution o f  Egbert could not fix 
the crown on the head of his fon Edric. L o 
th air e* brother o f the deceafed prince* took pof- 
ieffion of the kingdom ; and* in order to fecure the 
power in his family* he aflbeiated with him Richard* 
his fon* in the adminiftration of the government. 
Edric* the difpoiTeffed prince* had recourie to Edil- 
wach* king o f Suflex* for ailiftance; and being 
fupported by that prince* fought a battle with his 
uncle, who was defeated and flam* Richard fled 
into Germany, and afterwards died in Luoca* a city 
o f Tufcany. 7 W illiam o f Malmefbury aferihes L o 
th aire’s bad fortune to fAvo crimes* his concurrence 
in the murder o f his cqufins* and his contempt for 
c liq u e ss.

f Brompton, p. 739* £ W ill. Malm* p. i t .
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C h a p * L othaire  reigned eleven years; Edric his foe-, 
T‘ , cefibr, only two. Upon the death o f the latter«* 

which happened in 686, Widred,. his brother, ob
tained pofleffion o f the crown. But as the fucceff 
fion had beeixof late lb much disjointed by revolu- 
tion4 .and ufurpations, . faction began to prevail 
among the nobility; which invited Cedwalla, king 
o f  Weffex, with his brother Mollo, to attack the 
kingdom. Thefe invaders committed great de
valuations in K en t; but th e . death o f M olla, who 
was flain in a fldrmiih*, gave a fhort breathing- 
time to that kingdom. Widred reftored the affairs, 
o f Kent; and after a reign of thirty-two years 
left the crown to his pofterity, Eadbert, Ethelbert, 
and Alric, his defendants, fuccefiively mounted the 
throne. After the death of the laft, which hap
pened in 794, the royal family of Kent was extin- 
guiihed; and every factious leader who could en
tertain hopes o f afeending the throne, threw the 
flate into confufion, k Egbert, who firit fucceeded, 
reigned but two years j Cuthred, brother to the 
king of Mercia, fix years; Baldred, an illegitimate 
branch of the royal family, eighteen; And after a 
troublefome and precarious reign, he was, in the 
year 723, expelled by Egbert, king o f Weffex, 
who diflblved the Saxon Heptarchy, and united the 
feveral kingdoms under his dominion.

4o H I S T O R Y  O F  E N G L A N D .

The Kingdom o f N O R T H U M B E R L A N D ,

A D elfrxd, king o f Bernicia, having married 
^  Acca, the daughter of ¿Ella, king of D e’iri, 
and expelled her infant brother, Edwin, had united 
$31 the counties north o f Humber into one m o
narchy, and acquired a great afeendant in the H e p 
tarchy* H e alio fpread the terror of the Saxon 
$rms to the neighbouring people; and by his vie-

11 Higden, lib. 5. i Chron. Sax. p.
 ̂ W ill. Malmel. lib. j .  cap. i .  p. 11.
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tories over the Scots and Pi£ts, as well as W elih, CHAP*  
extended on all fides the bounds o f his dominions. 8
H aving laid fiege to Chefter, the Britons marched 
put with all'their forcesto engage him* and they 
were attended by a body o f 1250 monks from the 
monaftery o f Bangor, who flood at a fmall diftance 
from the field o f battle, in order to encourage the 
combatants by their prefence and exhortations.
Adelfrid enquiring the purpofe o f this unufual ap
pearance, was told, that thefe priefts had come to 
pray againft him : Then are they as much our enemies, 
laid he, as thoje who intend to fight againft us1: And 
he immediately fent a detachment, who fell upon 
them, and did fuch execution,, that only fifty efcaped 
with their livesm. T h e  Britons, aftonifhed at this 
event, received a total defeat: Chefter was obliged 
to furrender: And Adelfrid, purfuing his viftory, 
made himfelf mafter o f Bangor, and entirely de- 
nioliihed the monaftery 5 a building fb extenfive, 
that there was a mile’s diftance from one gate of it 
to another j and it contained two thoufand one hun
dred  monks, who are iaid to have been there main
tained by their own labour11.

N o t w it h s t a n d in g  Adelfrid’s fuccefs in war, he 
lived in inquietude on account o f  young Edwin, 
whom he had unjuftly diipoffefied o f the crown o f 
DeYri. This prince, now grown to man’s cirate, 
wandered from place to place, in continual danger 
from the attempts of Adelfrid s and received at laffc 
protection in the court o f Redwald, king o f the 
Eaft-Angles; where his engaging and gallant de
portment procured him general efteem and affeftion. 
Redwald, however, was ftrongiy folicited by the 
king o f Northumberland to kill or deliver up his 
gueft; Rich prefents w$re promifed him if  he would 
com ply; and war denounced againft him in cafe o f

is refufah After rejebting feveral meffages o f this

- Bromptors, p, 779* m Trivet, aputl Spell. Cone, p* i i i -
I1 Bede, lib,-2» cap. a. W. Mahnef* lib. z» cap. 3.
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c  h  a  p . kind, his generality began to yield to the motives o f 
L intercity and he retained the laft ambaffador, till he 

ihould come to a refolution in a cafe o f fuch im
portance. Edwin, informed of his friend's per
plexity, was yet determined at all hazards to remain 
in Eaft-Anglia; and thought, that if  the proteftion 
o f  that court failed him, it were better to die, than 
prolong a life fo much expofed to the perfecutions o f 
his powerful rival- This confidence in Redwald's 
honour and friendihip, with his other accomplifh- 
ments, engaged the Queen on his fide s and Ihe 
effectually reprefented to her huiband the infamy of 
delivering up to certain deftruftion their royal gueft, 
who had Bed to them for proteftion againft his cruel 
and jealous enemies0, Redwald, embracing more 
generous refolutions, thought, it fafeft to prevent 
Adelfrid, before that prince was aware o f his inten
tion, and to attackhim while-he was yet unprepared 
for defence. H e marched fuddenly with ah army 
into the kingdom o f Northumberland, and fought 
a battle with Adelfrid; in which that monarch was 
defeated and killed, after avenging himfelf by the 
death o f Regner, fon of Redwaldp. H is own ions, 
Eanfrid, Ofwald, and Ofwy, yet infants, were caiv 
ried into Scotland j and Edwin obtained poffeiiion 
o f the crown or Northumberland,

Em won was the greateft prince o f the Heptarchy 
in that age, and diftinguilhed himfelf, both by his; 
influence over the other kingdoms9, and by the 
drift execution of juftice in Ins own dominions. 
H e reclaimed his fubjefts from the licentious life to 
which they had been accuftomed; and it was a 
common faying, that during his reign ^ woman or 
child might openly carry every where a purfe of 
gold, without any danger o f violence or robbery, 
ft here is a remarkable inftance, tranfmitted to us5

s W . Malmef. Kb. i, cap. 3. H. Hunting, lib. 3. Bede.
P Bede, lib. 2, cap. iz .  Broinpton, p, 7S1,
<1 Chron, Sax. p* 27.
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o f the affection borne' him by his fervants. Cuich-¥
elme, king o f Weffex, was his enemy ; but finding 
himfelf unable to maintain open war againft ib gal
lant and powerful a prince, he determined to uie 
treachery againft him, and he employed one Burner 
for that criminal purpofe. The affaffin having ob
tained admittance, by pretending to deliver a mef- 
fage from Cuichelme, drew his dagger, and rufhed 
upon the king. . L ilia ,1 an officer o f his army, 
feeing his matter's danger, and having no other 
means o f defence, interpofed with his own body 
between the king and Eumer’s dagger, which was 
puflied with fuch violence, that, after piercing Lilia, 
it even wounded E dw in: But before the afTaffin 
could renew his blow, he was diipatched by the 
king’s attendants.

T he Eaft-Angles conlpired againft Redwald, 
their king; and having put him to death, they 
offered their crown to Edwin, o f whole valour and 
capacity they had had experience, while he reiided 
among them. But Edwin, fr<3rp a fenfe -of grati
tude towards his benefactor., obliged them to fubmir 
to Earpwold, the ion o f Redwald; and that prince 
preferved his authority, though on a precarious 
footing, under the protection o f the Northumbrian 
monarch".

E dwin , after his acceffion to the crown, married 
Ethelburga, the daughter o f Ethelbert, K ing o f 
Kent. This princefs, emulating the glory of her 
mother Bertha, who had been the inftrument for 
converting her hufband and his people to Chriftia- 
nity, carried Paullinus, a learned biihop, along with 
her3; and befides ftipulating a toleration for the 
exercife o f her own religion, which was readily 
granted her, fhe ufed every reaibn to perfuade the 
king to embrace it. Edwin, like a prudent prince, 
hefitatedon the propofai; but promifed to examine

r Gul. Malmef. lib; j. cap. 3. & H, Hunting, lib. 3.
the
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C H A P ,  the foundations o f that doftrine; and declared* that 
a J* . i f  he found them fatisfa&ory* he was willing to he 

convertedf. Accordingly he held feveral confer
ences with Paullinus; canvaffed the arguments pro
pounded with the wlfeft o f his counfellors; retired 
frequently from company*. in order to revolve alone 
that important queftionf and* after a ferious and 
long enquiry* declared in favour o f the Chriftian 
religion0: T h e people foon after imitated his ex
ample. Befides the authority and influence o f the 
king, they were moved .by another linking ex
ample. Coifi* the high-prieft* being converted after 
a public conference with Paullinus* led the way in 
deftroying the images* which he had fo long wor- 
fhipped* and was forward in making this atonement 

-  for his paft idolatryw.
T his able prince perifhed with his. ion, Osfrid* 

an a great battle which he fought againft Penda* 
king o f Mercia* and C^dwalla* king o f the Britons*. 
T h at event, which happened in the forty-eighth 
year o f Edwin’s age and feventeenth of his reign 7* 
divided-the monarchy o f Northumberland, which, 
that prince had united in his perfon. Eanfrid* the 
fon of Adelfrid* returned with his brothers* Ofwald 
and Ofwy* from Scotland* and took poifeffion o f 
Bernicia, his paternal kingdom : Ofric* Edwin’s 
couiiri-german* eftablifhed himfelf in Deiri* the in
heritance o f his family; but to which the fons o f 
Edwin had a preferable title, Eanfrid* the elder 
furviving fon* fled to Penda* by whom he was trea- 
cheroufly ilain. The younger fon* Vufcfraea* with 
Yffi* the grandfon of Edwin* by Osfrid* fought 
proteftion in Kent* and not finding themfelves in 
lafety there* retired into France to king Pagobert, 
where they died2,

t Bede, lib. s. cap. 9.  ̂ u Bede, lib. 2. cap, 9, IVfalmef. lib. 1, 
caR* 3' w Bede, lib, 2.. cap. 13. Brompton, Higden.lib. 5.

Math. Weft. p. 114.. Chron. Sax. p. 29. y W. Malmef,
cap, 3, 2 Bede* lib. 2, cap. 20.

OSRIC,
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O sric , King of Deirix and Eanfrid o f BCrnieia, 
Returned to paganifm j and the whole people feem 
to have returned with them s fince Pattllinus, who 
was the iirit archbiihop o f Y ork , and who had con
verted them, thought proper to retire with Ethel- 
burga, the Queen Dowager, into Kent. Both theie 
Northumbrian kings periihed foon after, the firft in 
battle againft Csedwalla, the Briton; the fecond, by 
the treachery o f that prince. Ofwald, the brother 
o f Eanfrid/ of the race o f Bernicia, united again 
the kingdom of Northumberland in the year 634, 
and reftored the Chriftian religion in his dominions. 
HC gained a bloody and well-difputed battle againft 
Ciedwalla; the laid vigorous effort which the Britons 
made againft the Saxons. Ofwald is much cele
brated for his fanftity and charity by the Monkifh 
hiftorians; and they pretend, that his reliques 
wrought miracles, particularly the curing of a lick 
horfe, which had approached the place o f his inter
menta.

H e died in battle againft Penda, king of Mercia, 
and was fucceeded by his brother Ofwy j wrho efts- 
blifhed himfelf in the government of the whole 
Northumbrian kingdom, by putting to death Ofwin, 
the fon of Oiric, the laft king o f the race o f Deiri. 
H is fon Egfrid fucceeded h im ; who periihing in 
battle againft the Pifts, without leaving any chil
dren, becaufe Adekhrid, his wife, refufed to violate 
her vow o f chaftity, Alfred, his natural brother, ac
quired pofTeffion of die kingdom, which he go
verned for nineteen years 5 and he left it to Gfred, 
his fon, a boy o f eight years o f age. This prince, 
after a reign o f eleven years, "was murdered by 
Kenred his kinfman, who, after enjoying the crown 
only , a year, periihed by a like fate. Oiric, and 
after him Celwulph the ion o f Kenred, next mounted 
the throne, which the latter relinquiihed in the year
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738, in favour o f  Eadbert his coufin-german* who* 
imitating his predeceffor* abdicated the crown* and 
retired into a mo'naftery. Ofwolf, Ion o f Eadbert* 
was flain in a (edition  ̂ a year after his acceffion to 
the crown; and Mollo* who was not of the royal 
family* feized the crown. H e perifhed by the trea
chery of Ailred* a prince of the blood; and Ailred* 
having iucceeded in his defign upon the'throne* was 
foon after expelled by his fubjeóts. Ethelred* his 
fucceifor, the fon of Mollo* underwent a like fete. 
Celwold* the next king* the brother of Ailred* was 
depofed and flain by the people* and his place was 
filled by Ofred* his nephew* who* after a íhort reign 
o f ,a year* made way for Ethelbert* another fon o f 
Moflo* whole death was equally tragical with that 
o f almoft all his predeceJflbrs. After Ethelbert*s 
death an univerfal anarchy prevailed in Northum
berland ; and the people having, by fo many fetal 
revolutions* loft all attachment to their government 
and princes* were well prepared for fubjection to a 
foreign yoke * which Egbert* king o f Weffex* finally 
impofed upon them.

The Kingdom of E A S T - A N G L I ' A .

T H E  hiftory o f this kingdom contains nothing 
memorable* except the converfion o f Earp- 

wold* the fourth king* and great-grandfon of Uffa* 
the founder o f the monarchy. T he authority o f 
Edwin* king o f Northumberland* on whom that 
prince entirely depended* engaged him to take this 
ftep: Rut foon after* his wife* who was an idola
tréis* brought him back to her religion; and he 
was found unable to refill thole allurements which.; 
had (educed the wifeft of mankind. After his 
death* which was violent* like that o f moft o f the 
Saxon princes that did not early retire into mo- 
naileries* Sigebert* his fucceflbr* and half-brother» 
who had been educated in France* reftored Chrif-

tianityi
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tianity, and introduced learning among the Eaft- c h a p . 
Angles. Some pretend that he founded the univer- t ? 
iky o f Cambridge, or rather fome fchools in that 
place. It is almoft impoffible, and quite needlefs, 
to be more particular in relating the transactions o f 
the Eaft-Angles* W hat inftrudtion or entertain
ment can it give the reader, to hear a long bead- 
roll o f barbarous names, Egric, Annas, Ethelbert, 
Ethelwald, Aldulf, Elfwold, Beome, Ethelred, 
Ethelbert, who fucceffively murdered, expelled, or 
inherited from each other, and obfcurdy filled the 

’ throne of that kingdom ? Ethelbert, the laft o f 
thefe princes, was treacheroufly murdered by Off a, 
king o f Mercia, in the year 792, and his ftate was 
thenceforth united with that o f OiFa, as we iliall re
late prefently.

T h e  K in gd o m  o f  M E R C I A *

E  R  C I  A , the largeil, i f  not the moil power-
ful kingdom o f the Heptarchy, compre-----

hended all the middle counties o f England; and as 
its frontiers extended to thofe o f  all the other fix 
kingdoms, as well as to W ales, it received its name 
from that clrcumflance. W ibba, the ion of Crida3 
founder o f the monarchy, being placed on the 
throne by Ethelbert, king o f Kent, governed his - 
paternal dominions by a precarious authority 5 and 
after his death, Ceorl, his kinfman, was, by the 
influence o f the Kentiih monarch, preferred to his 
fon Penda, whofe turbulent character appeared dan
gerous to that prince. Penda was thus fifty years 
o f  age before he mounted the throne; and his te
merity and reftlefs difpofition were found nowile 
abated by time, experience, or refledtlon. H e en
gaged in continual hoftilities againft all the neigh
bouring ftates; and, by his injuftice and violence* 
rendered himfelf equally odious to his own fubjects 
and to ftrangers* Sigebert, Egric, and Annas,

‘ three



three icings of Eaft-Anglia, periihed fucceffively in 
battle againft him ; as did alfo Edwin and Ofwald* 
the two greateft princes that had reigned over N or
thumberland. A t laflr, Ofwy, brother to Ofwaid/ 
having defeated and (lain him in a decifive battle* 
freed the world from this fanguinary tyrant. Peada, 
his fon, mounted the throne of Mercia in 655* and 
lived under the prote&ion of Ofvvy, whofe daughter 
he had efpoufed. This princefs was educated in 
the Chriftian faiths and £he employed her influence 
with fuccefs, in converting her hufband and his fub- 
lefts to that relipion. Thus the fair fex have hado . . .
the merit of introducing the Chriftian doftrine into 
all the moil confiderable kingdoms- o f the Saxon 
Heptarchy. Peada died a violent-deathfa. H is 

Ton, Wolfhere, fucceeded to the government; and 
after having reduced to dependence the kingdoms 
o f EiTex. and Eaft-Anglia, he left the crown to his 
brother Ethelred, who, though a lover o f peace* 
ihowed himfelf not unfit for military enterprizes* 
Befides making a fuccefsful expedition into Kent, 
he repulfed Egfrid, king o f Northumberland, who 
had invaded his dominions; and he flew- in battle 
Elfwin, the brother o f that prince. Defirous, how
ever, of compofing all animofities with Egfrid, he 
paid him a fum of money as a compenfation for the 
lofs of his brother. After a profperous reign o f 
thirty years, he refigned the crown to fcendred, fon 
o f  Wolfhere, and retired into the monaftery o f 
Bardneyc. Kendred returned the prefent o f the 
crown to Ceolred, the fon of Ethelred; and making 
a pilgrimage to Rome, paffed his life there in pe
nance and devotion. The place of Ceolred was 
fupplied by Ethelbald, great-grand-nephew to Penda* 
by Alwy, his brother * and this prince, being {lain
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Ìli a mutiny, was fuccèeded by Offa, who wàs à de- £
aree more remote from Penda, by Eawa, another 
brother.

T his prince, who mounted the throne in 7 5 5  ^ 
had forme great qualities, and was fuccefsful in his 
warlike enterprifes againft Lothaire, king of Kent, 
arid Kenwulph, king o f  WeiTex, H e defeated the 
former in a bloody battle at Otford upon the D a- 
rent, arid reduced his kingdom to a ftate o f de
pendence: he gained a viétory over the latter at 
Renfington in Gxfordihire 5 and conquering that 
county, together with that o f Gloucefter, annexed 
both to his dominions, But all thefe fuccefles were 
ftained by his treacherous murder o f  Ethelbert, king 
o f the Eaft-Angles, and his violent feizing o f that 
kingdom. This young prince, who is faid to have 
pofìèifed great merit* had paid his addreifes to E E  
irida, the daughter o f Offa, and wTas invited with all 
his retinue to Hereford, in order to folerrinize the 
nuptials.* Am idft the joy and feftivity o f thefe en
tertainments, he was feized by Offa, and fecretly 
beheaded : And though Elfrida, who abhorred her 
father's treachery, had time to give warning to the 
EafEAnglian nobility, who efcaped into their own 
country. Offa, having extirigmfhèd the royal fa
mily, fuCceeded in his defigri o f fubduing that king
dom6. T h e perfidious prince, dèfirous o f re-efta- 
blifhing his character in the world, and perhaps o f 
nppeafmg the remorfes o f  his own conference, paid 
great court to the clergy, and praólifed all the 
monkiih devotion fo much eiteemed in that ig
norant and fuperftitious age. H e gave the tenth o f 
his goods to the churchf ; beftowed rich donations 
on the cathedral o f Hereford ; and even made a 
pilgrimage to Rome, where his great power and 
riches could not fail o f  procuring him the papal ab
solution. The better to ingratiate himielf with the

d Ohron. Sax. p. 59. c Brompton, p. 750, 751, 751.
f §pell. Cone. p. 30S. Brampton, p- 776, .
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fovereign pontiff, he engaged to pay him a year! f  
donation for the fupport o f an Englifh college at 
Rom e£> and in order to raife the fum, he impofed 
the tax of a penny on each houfe poffeffed o f thirty 
pence a year. This impofttion, being afterwards 
levied on all England, was commonly denominated 
Peter’s penceh; and though conferred at firft as a 
gift, was afterwards claimed as a tribute by the 
Roman pontiff. Carrying his hypocrify frill far
ther, Offa, feigning to be direfted by a yifion from 
heaven, difcovered at Verulam the reliques o f St. 
Alban, the martyr, and endowed a magnificent mo~ 
nailery in that, place1. Moved by all thefe a£ts o f 
piety, Malmefbury, one o f the beft o f the old 
Engliih hiftorians, declares himfelf at a lofs to de- 
teritiinek whether the merits or crimes o f this prince 
preponderated. Offa died, after a reign o f thirty- 
nine years, in 7941.

T his prince was become ib confiderable * in the 
Heptarchy, that the emperor Charlemagne entered 
into an alliance andfriendfhip with him; a circum- 
ftance which did honour to O ffa; as diftant princes 
■ at that.time had ufually little communication with 
each other. That emperor being a great lover o f 
learning and learned men, in an age very barren o f 
that ornament, Offa, at his defire, fent him over 
Alcuin, a clergyman much celebrated for his know
ledge, who received great honours from Charle
magne, and even became his preceptor in the 
fciences. The chief reafon why he.had at firft: de
fied  the company o f Alcuin, was, that he might 
oppofe his learning to the herefy o f Felix, bifhop o f 
Urgil in Catalonia; who maintained, that Jefus 
Chrift, confidered in his human nature, could, more 
properly, be denominated the adoptive, than the 
natural fbn of Godm. This herefy was condemned

£ Spell. Cone* p. 230« 310. 3 « , h Higden, lib. 5. i In- 
SHpk' P* 5* lib. 1. cap. 4.. *  Lib* x, cap. 4.,

Cilqju Sax. p* 6̂ , ¡a Duping cent* 3., chap. 4.,
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!n the council o f Francfort, held in 794, and con- 
lifting o f 300 biihops* Such were the queftions 
which were agitated in that age, and which em
ployed the attention not only of eloiftered fcholars, 
but of the wifeft and greateil princes\

E g f r i t h  fucceeded to his father, Gffa, but fur-* 
vived him only five months0; when he made way 
for Kenulph, a defendant o f  the royal family. 
This prince waged war againft K ent; and^taking 
Egbert, the king, prifoner, he cut off his hands, 
and put out his eyes; leaving Cuthred, his own 
brother,, in pofleffion o f the crown o f that kingdom* 
Kenulph was killed in an infurreclion o f the Eaft- 
Anglians, whofe crown his predecefTor, Offa, had 
uiurped. H e left his fon, Kenelm, a minor; who 
was murdered the fame year by his filter, Quend- 
rade, who had entertained the ambitious views o f 
affuming the government But ihe was fupplanted 
by her uncle, Ceolulf; who, two years after, was 
dethroned by Beornulfi T h e reign o f this ufurper, 
who was not o f the royal family, was fhort and un
fortunate : H e was defeated, by the Weft-Saxons, 
and killed by his own fubjedts, the Eaft-Anglesq* 
Ludican, his fueceiibr, underwent the lame faterj 
and W iglaff, who mounted this unftable throne, and 
Found every thing in the utmoffi confufion, could 
not wjthftand the fortune o f Egbert, who united all 
the Saxon kingdoms into one great monarchy*

T he Kingdom  o f  E S S E X .

T H I S  kingdom made no great figure in the 
H eptarchy; and the hiftory o f it is very im

perfect. S'leda fucceeded to his father, Erkinwin, 
the founder o f the monarchy; and made way for his

n Offa, in order to prote6l hi$ country from Wales, drew a rampart 
or ditch of a hundred miles in length from Baiimverke in Flintshire to 
the South lea near Briftoh See Speed's Jdefcriptton of Wales*

0 Ingulph. p. 6* P Ingulph. p; 7. Brampton, p. 776-
Ingulph, p. 7* f Alur, Bevcii. p- 87*
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C HjAP. fon, Sebert, who, being nephew to Ethelbert, king
I ' i o f  Kent, was perfuaded by that prince to embrace
U'"~v the Chriftian faith8. His Tons and conjund fuc- 

ceffors, Sexted and Seward, relapfed into idolatry, 
and were foon after flain irl a battle againft the 
W eft Saxons. T o  ihew the rude manner o f living 
in that age, Bede tells us1, that thefe two kings ex- 
prefleA great deiire to eat the white bread, diftri- 
buted by. Mellitus, the biihop, at the communion“. 
B u t on his refuting them-, unlefs they would fubmit 
to be baptized, they expelled him their dominions. 
T h e names o f the other princes, who reigned fuc- 
ceffively in EfTex, are Sigebert the little, Sigebert 
the good, who reftored Chriftianity, Swithelm, Sig- 
heri, Offa, This laft prince, having made a vow 
o f ehaftity, notwithftanding his marriage with K e- 
pefwitha, a Mercian princefs, daughter to Penda, 
went in pilgrimage to Rome, and 'ihut himfelf up 
during the reft of his life in a cloifter. Selred, his 
fucceifor, reigned thirty-eight years ; arid was the 
laft o f the royal line: T h e failure o f  which threw 
the kingdom into great confufion, and reduced it to 
dependence under Mercia*. Switherd ftrft acquired 
the crown, by the conceffion c-f the Mercian princes; 
and his death made way for Sigeric, who ended his 
life in a pilgrimage to Rome. His foccefibr, Si- 
geredj unable to defend his kingdom, fubmitted to 
the victorious arms o f Egbert.

54 H I S T O R Y  O F  E N G L A N D ,

The Kingdom of S U S S E S .

H P  H  E  hiftory o f this kingdom, the fmalleft in 
- the Heptarchy, is ftill more imperfeft than 

that o f EfTex. .¿Ella, the founder of the monarchy, 
left the crown to his fon, Cifla, who is chiefly re
markable for his long reign o f feventy-lix years.

• Chron. Six. p. 44. < Lib. ®. cap. 5. »: H. Hunting,
isb. 3. Brompton, p. 73 S. 7+3. Bede. w Malinef. lib. 1. cap. fr.

H  During



During his time, the South-Saxons fell almoft into 
a total dependence on the kingdom o f WeiTex; and 

,we fcarcely know the names o f the princes who 
were poflefled o f  "this titular fcvereignty. Adel* 
walch, the laft o f  them, was fubdued . in battle by 
Ceadwalla, king o f  WeiTex, and was ilain in the 
aftion ; leaving two infant fons, who, falling in to . 
the hand o f the conqueror, were murdered by him. 
T h e abbot o f  Redford oppofed the order for this 
execution; but could only prevail on Ceadwalla to 
fufpend it, till they Ihould be baptized. Berdthua 
and Audhun, two noblemen o f chara&er, refilled 
ibme time the violence o f  the W eft-Saxons; but 
their oppofition ferved only to prolong the mi* 
feries o f their country; and the fubduing o f this 
kingdom was the firititep which the W eft-S axons 
made towards acquiring the foie monarchy o f Eng* 
Jandx,

T H E  H E P T A R C H Y ,

The Kingdom of W E S S E X ,

T H E  kingdom o f WeiTex, which finally fwal- 
lowed up all the other Saxon ftates, met with 

great refinance on its firit eftabliihment: And the 
Britons, who were now enured to arms, yielded not 
tamely their poiTeffions to thofe invaders, Cerdic, 
the founder o f the monarchy, and his ion, Kenric, 
fought many fuceefsful, and ibme unfucceisful bat
tles .againft the natives; and the martial fpirit, 
common to all the Saxons, was, by means o f thefe 
hostilities, carried to the greateft height among this 
tribe. Ceaulin, who was the fon and fuceeilor o f 
Kenric, and who began his reign in 560, was ftill 
more ambitious and enterprifing than his prede  ̂
ceflors $ and, by waging continual war againft the 
Britons, he added a great part o f the counties o f 
Devon and Somerfet to his other dominions. Car-

E Brampton, p* Sqc,
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ried along by the tide o f fuccefs, he invaded the 
other Saxon ftates in his neighbourhood, and be
coming terrible to all, he provoked a general con
federacy againft: him* This alliance proved fuc- 
cefsful under the conduct o f Ethelbert, king o f  
K en t; and Ceaulin, who had loft the affe£tions o f 
his own fubjefts by his violent difpofttion, and had 
now fallen into contempt from his misfortunes, was 
expelled the throne7, and died in exile and mifery. 
Cuichelme and Cuthwin, his fons, governed jointly 
the kingdom, dll the expulfion o f the latter in 591, 
and the death o f the former in 593, made way for 
Cealric, to whom fucceeded Ceobald in 593, by 
whofe death, which happened in 611,  Kynegils in
herited the crown. This prince embraced Ghriftia- 
nity% through the perfuafion o f Ofwald, king o f 
Northumberland, who had married his daughter, and 
who had attained a great afeendant in the Heptarchy, 
Kenwalch next fucceeded to the monarchy, and 
dying in 672, left the fucceffion fo much difputed, 
that Sexburga, his widow, a woman of ipirjt^ kept 
poffeffion of the government till her death, which 
happened two years after. Efcwin* then peaceably 
acquired the crown; and, after a fhort reign o f two' 
years, made way for Kentwin, who governed nine 
years. Ceodwalla, his fuccefTor, mounted not the 
throne without opposition; but proved a great 
prince, according to the- ideas o f thofe times; that 
is, he was enterprifmg, warlike, and fuccefsfuk Ele 
entirely fubdued the kingdom o f Suffex, .and an
nexed it to his own dominions. H e made inroads 
into K ent; but met with refiftance from Widred, thq 
king, who proved fuccefsful againft Mollo, brother 
to Ceocjwalla, and flew him in a fkirmifh. Ceod
walla at lait, tired with wars and bloodihedy 
feized .with a fit o f devotion ; beftowed feveral en
dowments op t[]e church ; and made a pilgrimage

, f  Chron. Sax. p. as, * Higden/lib, 5. Chron. Sax, p. 15, 
jfUyr, ^eyed. pf 94. a. Bede, lib, 4, cap. 12, Chron, Sax,
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to  Rome* where he received baptifm* and died in 
6  89, Xna, his focceflbr* inherited the military vir
tues o f Ceodwalla* and added to them the more va
luable ones o f juftice* policy* and prudence. H e  
made war upon the Britons in Somerfet; and having 
finally fubdued that province* he treated the vaa- 
quiihed .with a humanity hitherto unknown to the 
Saxon conquerors. H e allowed the proprietors to 
retain poiTeffion o f  their lands* encouraged marriages 
and alliances between them and his ancient fubjefis* 
and gave them the privilege o f being governed by 
the fame laws. Thefe laws he augmented and afcer- 
tained; and though he was difturbed by fome in- 
furreftions at home* his long reign of thirty-feven 
years may be regarded as one of the moft glorious 
and moft profperous o f  the Heptarchy. In the de
cline o f his age he made a pilgrimage to R o m e; 
and after his return* fhut himfelf up in a cloifter* 
where he died.

T h ou gh  the kings o f W effex had always been 
princes o f the blood* defcended from Cerdic* the 
founder o f the monarchy* the order of fucceffion had 
been far from exadt; and a more remote prince had 
often found means to mount the throne* in pre
ference to one defcended from a nearer branch o f the 
royal family. Ina* therefore* having no children o f 
his own* and lying much under the influence o f  
Ethelburga, his queen* left by will the foeceffion to 
Adelard* her brother* who was his remote kinfman: 
But this deftination did not take place without fome 
difficulty. Ofwald* a prince' more nearly allied to 
the crown* took arms againft Adelard; but he being 
lupprefled* and dying foon after* the title. o f A de
lard was not any farther difputed; and in the year 
741* he was fucceeded by his coufin* Cudred. T h e 
reign o f this prince was diftinguifhed by a great 
viftory which he obtained* by means, o f Edelhun* 
his general, over Ethelbald* king o f Mereia. His 
death made way for Sigebert* his kinfman* who ga-

E  4 vcnied
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A-p* verned fo ill, that his "people rofe in an infurreftion* 
* ^  and dethroned him, crowning Cenuiph: in his dead* 

The. exiled prince., found a refuge with duke C u m , 
bran, governor of Hampfhlres who, that he might 
¿44 - new,-obligadons to Sigebert, gave him many 
falutary counfels for his future conduit, accompanied 
with fome reprehenfions for the pail. But thele 
were fo much refen ted by the ungrateful prince, 
that he confpired againil the life of his protestor, 
and treacheroufly. murdered him. After this in
famous action, he was forfaken by all the world $ 
and fkulklng about in the wilds and fprefte, was at 
laft dhcovered;by a fervant o f Cumbran’s, who in- 
ilantiy took revenge upon him for the murder o f 
his. mailer \

C enulpu , who had obtained the crown on the 
expuliion of Sigebertf was: fortunate in many expe
ditions againil the Britons o f Cornwall but after
wards loft fome reputation by his ill fuccefs againil- 
Offa, king of Mercian Kynehard. alfo, brother to 
the depofed Sigebert, gave him diilurbance; and 
though expelled the kingdom, he hovered on the 
frontiers, and watched an opportunity for attacking 
his rival. The king had an intrigue with a young, 
woman, who lived at Merton in Surrey, whither- 
having fecretly retired, he was on a fudden in- 
vironed, in the night-time, by Kynehard and hi§ 
followers, and after- making a vigorous refinance, 
was murdered, wirh all his attendants. . The nobi
lity and people of the neighbourhood, riling next 
day in arms, took revenge o;n Kynehard for the, 
Slaughter of their king, and put every one to the 
fwqrd yAo had been engaged in that criminal en  ̂
terprife. This event happened in' 78 4.

BitiTHEic next obtained pofTeffion o f the go^ 
yernment, though remotely defcended -from the royal 
family^ but he enjoyed not that dignity without in-

h- HigJen, lib, 5. W . Maimef. lib, 1. cap* f W. Malmef« 
liK'i, cap*

quietude.
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quietude. Eoppa, nephew to king Ina, by his C h a p * 
brother Xngild, who died before that prince, had , _l '_ 1 
begot Eta, father to Alchmond, from whom fprung “
E gbertd, a, young man o f the moft promifing hopes, 
who gave great jealoufy to Brithrie, the reigning 
prince, both becaufe he feemed by his birth better 
entitled to the crown, and becaufe he had acquired* 
to an eminent degree, the affections o f the people.
Egbert, fenfible o f his danger from the fuipicions o f 
Brithrie, fecretly withdrew into France5; where he 
was well received by Charlemagne. B y living in 
the court, and ferving in the armies o f that prince, 
the mqft able and moft generous that had appeared 
in Europe during feveral ages, he acquired thofe 
accompliihments, which afterwards enabled him to 
make fuch a ihining figure on the throne. And fa
miliarizing himfelf to the manners o f the French* 
who, as Malmefbury obfervesf, were eminent both 
for valour and civility above all the weftern nations* 
he learned to polifh the rudenefs and barbarity of the 
Saxon character: H is early misfortunes thus proved 
of Angular advantage to him.

I t  was not long ere Egbert had opportunities o f  
difplaying his natural and acquired talents, Brithrie, 
king o f Weffex, had married Eadburga, natural 
daughter of Oita, king o f Mercia, a profligate wo
man,, equally infamous for cruelty and for inconti
nence. H aving great influence over her huiband* 
fhe often inftigated him to Jeffrey fuch o f the nobi
lity as were obnoxious to h er; and where this expe
dient failed, flie fcrupled not being herfelf active in 
traiterous attempts againft them. She had mixed a 
cup of poifon for a young nobleman, who had ac
quired her huiband’s friendfhip, and had on that 
account become the object o f her jealoufy: But, un
fortunately, the king drank of the fatal cup along

T H E  H E P T A R C H Y .  B f
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with his favourite, and Toon after e x p i r e d T h i s  
tragical incident, joined to her other crimes, ren
dered Eadburga To odious, that ihe was obliged to 
fly into France; whence Egbert was at the fame 
time recalled by the nobility, in order to afcend the 
throne o f his anceftors*1. H e attained that dignity 
in the laft year o f the eighth century.

I n the kingdoms of the Heptarchy, an exaitrule 
o f  fucceffion was either unknown or not ftridtly ob- 
ferved; and thence the reigning prince was conti
nually agitated with jealouiy againft all the princes 
o f  the bloody whom he ftill confidered as rivals, and 
whole death alone could give him entire fecurity in 
his poifeffion o f the throne. From this fatal caufe, 
together with the admiration o f the monaftic life, 
and the opinion of merit ■ attending the prefervation 
ofchaftity even in a married ftate, the royal families 
had been entirely, extinguiihed in all the kingdoms 
except that of WefTex; and the emulations, fufpi- 
cions, and confpiraeies, which had formerly been 
confined to the princes o f  the blood alone, were now 
diffufed among all the nobility in the Teveral Saxon 
ftates. Egbert was the foie defcendaht o f thofe firft 
conquerors who fubdued Britain, and who enhanced 
their authority by claiming a pedigree from Woden, 
the fupreme divinity of their anceftors. But that 
prince, though invited by this favourable circum- 
ftance to make attempts on the neighbouring Saxons, 
gave them for feme time no difturbance, and rather 
chofe'to turn his arms againft the Britons in Corn- 
wal, whom he defeated in feveral battles \ H e was 
recalled from the conqueft of that country, by an in- 
vafion made upon his dominions by Bernulf, king o f 
Mercia. ’ .
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T he Mercians, before the accefiion o f  Egbert, C h a p ;  
bad very nearly attained the abfolute fovereignty in .mj'_ a 
the Heptarchy: They had reduced the Eaft-Angles 
under fubjeftion, and eftabliihed tributary princes in 

• the kingdoms o f Kent and Eilex. Northumberland 
was involved in anarchy; and no ftate of any confe- 
quence remained but that o f W effex, which, much 
inferior in extent to Mercia, was fupported folely by 
the great qualities of its fovereign. Egbert led his 
army againft the invaders; and encountering them 
at Ellandum in Wiltihire, obtained a complete vic
tory, and by the great ilaughter which he made o f 
them in their flight, gave a mortal blow to the 
power o f the Mercians. W hilft he himfelf, in pro
secution of his viftory, entered their country on the 
fide o f Qxfordihire, and threatened the heart oftheir 
dominions; he fent an army into Kent, commanded 
by Ethelwolph, his eldeft fon k; and expelling Bald- 
red, the tributary king, foon made himfelf matter 
o f  that country- T h e kingdom o f EiTex was con
quered with equal facility 5 and the Eaft-Angles, 
from their hatred to the Mercian government, which 
had been eftabliihed over them by treachery and 
violence, and probably exercifed with tyranny, im
mediately rofe in arms, and craved the protection o f 
Egbert K Bernulf, the Mercian king, who marched 
againft them, was defeated and flam; and two years 
after, Eudican, his fuccefior> met with the fame 
fate. Thefe infurreftions and calamities facilitated 
the enterprifes o f  Egbert, who advanced into the 
centre o f the Mercian territories, and made ealy 
eonquefts oyer a difpirited and divided people. In 
order to engage them more eafily to iubmiffian, he 
allowed W iglefj their countryman, to retain the 
title of king, whilft he himfelf exereiied the real 
powers o f fovereignty*. The anarchy which pre
vailed in Northumberland, tempted him to carry

& Ethelwerd, lib. 3. cap, J Ibid, lib* 3* cap* 3*
P p, j 3 S. jo*
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C H A P .  RiU farther his victorious arms; and the inhabitants, 
I;. t unable to refift his power, and deiirous o f poffeffing  ̂

K*~**r ~*J fome eftabliihed form of government, were forward, 
on his firft appearance, to fend deputies, who fub- 
mitted to his authority, and fwore allegiance to him 
as their fovereign. Egbert, however, ftill allowed 
to Northumberland, as he had done to Mercia andt 
EaiKAnglia, the power o f electing a king, who paid 
him tribute, and was dependent on him.

T hus were united all the kingdoms o f  the H ep
tarchy in one great Rate, near four hundred years* 
after the firft arrival of the Saxons in Britain ; and 
the fortunate arms and prudent policy o f Egbert at 
laft effected, what had been fo often attempted m  
vain by fo many princes0, Kent, Northumber
land, and Mercia, which had fucceffively afpired to 
general dominion, were now incorporated in his 
empire; and the other fubordinate kingdoms feem^ci 
willingly to iliare the fame fate. H is territories 
were nearly o f the fame extent with what is now 
properly called England; and a favourable profpeCfc 
was afforded to the Anglo-Saxons, o f eftabliihing a 
civilized monarchy, poffeffed of tranquillity within 
itfelf, and fecure againft foreign invafion. T h is 
great event happened in the year 827 V  ;

T he Saxons, though they had been fo long fet
tled in the ifland, feem not as yet to have been 
much improved beyond their German aneeftors,. 
either in arts, civility, knowledge,-humanity, juf- 
tice, or obedience to the laws» Even Chriftianity* 
though it opened the way to connexions between, 
them and the more polilffed ftates o f Europe, had 
pot hitherto been very effectual in baniihing their 
ignorance, or foftening their barbarous manners. 
A s they received that doftrine through the corrupted 
channels o f Rome, k  carried along with it a great 
mixture o f credulity and iuperftition, equally de—

V Chron* Sax. j j * » Ib id /

ftructiv#
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ftruftive to the underftanding and to morals, T h e  C HA P ,  
reverence towards faints and reliques feems to have t f 
almoft fupplanted the adoration o f the Supreme Be
ing, Monaftic obfervances were efteemed more 
meritorious than the active virtues: The knowledge 
o f  natural caufes was neglefted from the univerlal 
belief o f miraculous interpoiitions and judgments:
Bounty to the church atoned for every violence 
agairift fociety: And the remorfes for cruelty, mur
der, treachery, aflaffination, and the more robuft 
vices, were appealed, not by amendment o f life, 
but by penances, fervility to the monks, and an ab- 
je£t and illiberal devotionp. The reverence for the 
clergy had been carried to fuch a height, that, 
wherever a perfon appeared in a facerdotai habit,

, though on the highway, the people flocked around 
h im ; and ihowing him all marks o f profound re- 
ipeft, received every word he uttered as the moffc 
facred oracle Even the military virtues* fo in
herent in all the Saxon tribes, began to be neg- 
le& ed ; and the nobility, preferring the fecurity and 
floth o f the cloifter to the tumults and glory o f war, 
valued themfelves chiefly on endowing monafteries, 
o f  which they aiiumed the governmentr. T h e fe- 
veral kings too, being extremely impoverifhed by 
continual benefactions to the church, to which the 
ftates o f their kingdoms had weakly affented, could 
bellow no rewards on valour or military iervices, 
and retained not even fufficient influence to fupport 
their governments.

T H E  H E P T A R C H Y ,  gf

- P Thefe abufes were common to all the European churches; but 
the prisfts in Italy, Spain, and Gaul, made fome atonement for them 
by other advantages which they rendered fociety, For ieveral ages 
they were aimed! all Romans, or,'in other words, the ancient natives5 
and they preserved the Roman language,and laws, with feme remains 
of the former civility. But the prieits in the Heptarchy* after the frit 
miffiohanes, were wholly Saxons, and aimoft as ignorant and bar
barous as the laity. They contributed, therefore, little to the im
provement of the fociety in knowledge or the arts.

3 Bede, lib- 3. cap-, - r Ibid, lib, 5. cap, £3.̂  Epxftoli
Bedae* ad Egbert, 5 Bed-se Epifl* ad Egbert*
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A nother inconvenience which attended this 
jCorrupt fpecies of Chriftianity, was the fuperftitious 
attachment to Rome, and the gradual fubjedfcion o f 
the kingdom to a, foreign jurifdi&ion. The Britons, 
having never acknowledged^ any fubordmation to the 
Roman pontiff, had conduced all ecclefiaftical go
vernment by their domeftic fynods and councils1; 
But the Saxons, receiving their religion from R o
man monks, were taught at the fame time a pro
found reverence for that fee, and were naturally led 
to regard it as the capital o f their religion* P il
grimages to Rome were reprefented as the molt 
meritorious a£ts of devotion. N ot only noblemen 
and ladies of rank undertook this tedious journeyu s 
but kings themfelves, abdicating their crowns, 
fought for a fecure paffport to heaven at the feet o f  
the Roman f pontiff New reliques, perpetually
fent from that endlefs mint o f fuperftition, and mag
nified by lying miracles invented in convents, ope
rated on the aftonifhed minds of the multitude. 
And every prince has attained the eulogies o f the 
monks, the only hiftorians of thofe ages, not in 
proportion to his civil and military virtues, but to 
his devoted attachment towards their order, and hi& 
fuperftitious reverence for Rome. ..

T he fovereign pontiff, encouraged by this blind- 
nefs -and fubmiffive difpofition o f the .people, ad
vanced every day in his encroachments on the inde
pendence of the Englifli churches. Wilfrid, bifhop 
o f Lindisferne, the foie prelate of the Northumbrian 
kingdom, increafed this fubjeilion in the eighth 
century,  ̂ by his making an appeal to Rome againft 
the dedfions of an Engliih fynod, which had 
abridged his diocefe by the ereftion o f fome new 
biflioprics w. Agathd, the pope, readily embraced* 
this precedent of an appeal to his court i and W il-

1 Append, to Bede, numb, 10. ex edit. j 7M , Spelm, Cone. 
io8, 109.  ̂ Bede, lib. 5. cap. 7, w See Appendix

to JSede, numb. 19. Higden, lib. 5.

frid,
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frid, though the haughtieft and moil luxurious pre
late o f his age x, having obtained with the people 
the character o f fandlity, was thus able to lay the 
foundation of this papal pretenfion*

T he great topic by which Wilfrid confounded 
the imaginations o f men was* that St. Peter, to 
whofe cuftody the keys of heaven were entrufted, 
would certainly refnfe admittance to every one who 
ihould be wanting in refpeit to his fucceffbr. This 
conceit, well fuited to vulgar conceptions, made 
great impreffion on the people during feveral ages- 
and has not even at prefent loft all influence in the 
catholic countries.

H ad  this abjeft fuperftition produced general 
peace and tranquillity, it had made fome atonement 
for the ills attending it 3 but befides the ufual avi
dity o f men for power and riches, frivolous contro- 
verfies in theology were engendered by it, which 
were fo much the more fatal, as they admitted not, 
like the others, of any final determination from 
eftablifhed poffeffion. T h e diiputes excited in 
Britain, were o f the moil ridiculous kind, and en
tirely worthy o f thofe ignorant and barbarous ages, 
There were fome intricacies, obferved by all the 
Chriftian churches, in adjufting the day o f keeping 
E after; which depended on a complicated confider- 
ation o f the courfe o f the fun and moon ; And it 
happened that the miffionaries, who had converted 
the Scots and Britons, had followed a different ca
lendar from that which was obferved at Rome in 
the age when Auguftine converted the Saxons. T h e 
priefts alfo o f all the Chriftian churches were ac- 
cuftomed to ihave part o f their head $ but the form 
given to this tonfure was different in the former 
from what was praftifed in the latter. T h e Scots- 
and Britons pleaded the antiquity o f their ufages: 
The Romans, and their difciples, the Saxons, in-
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A ih lifted ori the uniVérfalitÿ o f theirs. That Eafter 
rnuit neceiTarily Be kept by a rule, which compre
hended both the day óf thé year and age o f the 
moon, was agreed by all ; that thé tonfure o f à 
prieft could not be omitted without the utmoft im
piety, was a point undiluted : But thè Romans 
and Saxons called their aiitagonifts fchifmatics ; be- 
taufe they celebrated Eafter on the very day o f the 
full moon in Mardis if that day fell On a Sunday, 
rnftead of waiting till the Sunday following; and 
becaufe they fhaved the fore-part o f their head from 
ear to ear, inftead o f making., that tonfure on the 
crown o f the head, and in a circular Fonili * In or
der to render their antagonifts odious, they affirmed, 
that once in feven years they concurred with the 
Jews in the time of celebrating that feftival7 : And 
that they might recommend their own form o f ton
fure, they maintained, that it imitated fymbolicaUy 
the crown of thorns worn by Chrift in iris paffion^ 
Whereas the other form was invented by Simon M a
gus, without any regard to that reprefentation 
Thefe controverfies had, from the beginning, ex
cited fuch animofity between the Britifh and Romifh 
priefts, that, inftead of concurring in their endea
vours to convert the idolatrous Saxons, they refofed 
all communion together, and each regarded his op
ponent as rio better than à P a ga n i The diipute 
lafted more than aXeritury ; and was at lait finilhed, 
not by men's difcovering the folly o f  it, which 
would have been too great an effort for human rea- 
fon to accompliih, but by the entire prevalence of 
the Romifh ritual over the Scotch and BritiibA 
Wilfrid, bifhop of Lindisferne, acquired great me
rit, both with the court óf Rome and with all the 
fouthern Saxons, by expelling the quartodeciman 
fchifm, as it was called, from the Northumbrian

y Bede, Jib. 2. cap. 19. 55 Bede, lib. 5, cap. it*  Eddius,
§ 24, a Bede, lib* 2. cap* 2, 4* 20, Eddius, §ï2.  h Bede, 
rib. 5, cap. j.6 , aa,

kingdom,
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kingdom, into which the neighbourhood o f  the Scots 
had formerly introduced i t c.

T h eo d o re , archbiihop o f Canterbury, called, in 
the year 68o, a fynod at Hatfield, confifting of all 
the biihops in Britaind; where was accepted and 
ratified the decree of the Lateran council, fum- 
moned by Martin, againft the herefy o f the Mono
thelites, T h e council and fynod maintained, in 
opposition to thefe heretics, that, though the divine 
and human nature in Chrift: made but one perfcn, 
yet had they different inclinations, wills, a£ts, and 
fentiments, and that the unity o f the perfon implied 
not any unity in the confcioufiiefs V This opinion 
it feems fomewhat difficult to comprehend ; and no 
one, unacquainted with the ecclefiaftical hiftory o f 
thofe ages, could imagine the height o f zeal and 
violence with which it was then inculcated- T h e 
decree o f the Lateran council calls the Monothelit|s 
impious, execrable, wicked, abominable, and 
diabolical ; and curfes and anathematizes them to all 
eternity f.

T h e  Saxons, from the firft introduction o f Chrif* 
tianity among them, had admitted the ufe o f images; 
and perhaps that religion, without feme o f thole 
exterior ornaments, had not made lo quick a pro- 
grefs with thefe idolaters : But they had not paid any 
ipecies o f worfhip or addrefs to images; and this 
abufe never prevailed among Chriftians, till it re
ceived'the fanétion o f the fécond council o f  Nice.

T H E  H E P T A R C H Y ,
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Egbert — —- Ethelwolf— — Ethelbald and Ephelkerf
.__ Ethered— ~ A lfred  the Great^~^Edward
the Elder----- Athelftan------ Edmund----- Edred—*
£dwy~~> Edgar-— ■— Edward the Martyn*

E G  B E R  T.

H  E  Kingdoms of the Heptarchy, though 
united by To recent a conqueft, Teemed to be 

.firmly cemented into one ftfte under E gbert; and 
the inhabitants of the feveral provinces had loft all 
defire of revolting from that monarchy or o f reftor- 

.¿gg  their former independent governments* Their 
Itmguage was every where nearly the fame, their ctif- 
toms, laws, inftitutions civil and religious ; and as. 
the race of the ancient kings was totally extinct in 

' all the fubjeited itates, the people readily transferred 
their allegiance to a prince, who feemed to merit it, 
by the fplenclour of his viftories, the vigour o f his, 
adminiftration, and the fuperior nobility of his birth. 
A  union alfo in government opened to them the 
agreeable profpedt o f future tranquillity ; and it ap
peared more probable, _ that they would henceforth 
become formidable to their neighbours, than be ex- 
pofed to their inroads and devaftations. But thefe 
flattering views were foon overcaft by ,the appearance 
o f the Danes, who, during fome centuries, kept 
the Anglo-Saxons in perpetual inquietude, com
mitted the moft barbarous ravages upon them, and 
at lait reduced them, to grievous fervitude,

T  he emperor Charlemagne, though naturally ge
nerous and humane, had been induced by bigotry to. 
exercife great feverities upon the Pagan Saxons in 
Germany, whom he fubdued; and betides often ra-
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E G B E R T .

waging their country with fire and fword* he had in ( 
cool blood decimated all the inhabitants for their re- . 
volts* and had obliged them* by the moft rigorous 
edi&s* to make a feeming compliance with the 
.’Chriftian dodtrine. That religion* which had eafily 
made its way among the Britiih Saxons by inhuma
tion and addrefs* appeared ihocking to their German 
brethren* when impofed on them by the violence o f 
Charlemagne ; and the more generous and warlike 
o f tnefe Pagans had fled northward into Jutland* in 
order to efcape the fury o f his perfections. Meet
ing there with a people o f firiiilar manners* they were 
readily received among them * and they foon fti-mu- 
lated the natives to concur in enterprifes* which 
both promifed revenge on the haughty conqueror* 
and afforded fubfiftenee to thofe numerous inhabit
ants with which the northern countries, were now 
overburdeneds. They invaded the provinces o f  
France* which were expofed by the degeneracy and 

"diffenfions o f Charlemagne's pofterity; and being ‘ 
there known under the general name of Normans* 
which they received from their northern fituation* 
they became the terror o f all the maritime and even 
o f  the inland countries. T h ey were alfo tempted to 
vifit England in their frequent excurfions; and being 
able* by flidden inroads* to make great progrefs 
over a people who were not defended by any naval 
force* who had relaxed their military inftitutionsy 
and who were funk into a fuperftition which had 
become odious to the Danes and ancient Saxons* 
they made.no diftinition in their hoftilities between 
the French and Englifh kingdoms. Their firfb ap
pearance'-in-this ifland was in the year 787 h* when 

. Brithric reigned in Wefiex* A  fmaii body o f  them 
landed in that kingdom* with a view o f learning 
the^ftate of the country; and when the magiitrate 
o f the place queftioned them concerning their enters

% Ypod. Neuilna, p. 414.
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prife, and fummoned them to appear before the 
king, and account for their intentions, they killed 
him, and flying to their ihips, efcaped into'their 
own country. The next alarm was given to Nor
thumberland in the year 794 T  when a body o f 
thefe piratés pillaged a monaftcry $ but their ihips 
being much damaged by a ftorm, and their leader 
(lain in a fkirrniih, they were at laft defeated by the 
inhabitants, and the remainder of them put to the 
fword, Five years after Egbert had eftabliihed his 

. monarchy over England* the Danes landed in the 
I fie o f Shçpey, and having pillaged it, efcaped with 
impunity1". They were not fo fortunate in their 
next .year’s entferprife, when they difembarked from 
thirty-five ihips, and were encountered by Egbert, 
at Charmouth in Dorfetfhire. T h e battle was 
bloody ; ,but though the Danes loft great numbers, 
they maintained the poft which they had,taken, and 
thence made good their retreat to their ihips1. 
Having learned by experience, that they rnuft ex- 
peil a vigorous refiftance from this warlike prince, 
they. entered into an alliance with the Britons o f 
Cornwal; and landing two years after in that coun
try, made an inroad with their confederates into the 
county o f  Devon * but were met at Hengefdown 
by Egbert, and-totally defeated0. W hile England 
remained in this ftate of anxiety, and defended it- 
felf more by temporary expedients than by any re  ̂
gular plan o f adminiftratioh, Egbert, who alone 
was able to provide effectually againft this new evil, 
unfortunately- died j and left the government tQ his 
ion Ethel wolf,

1 Chfan. Sax. p-66. Alur. Bevorl. p, ïo8. & Çhron. Saxi
P* * Ibid, .JSthelwarcj, lib» 3, çap. 3,■  ' m Chum*
Sax. p. 72, - - • ;
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r p H I  S prince had neither the abilities nor the vi- 
"*■  gour o f his father; and was better qualified for 

governing a convent than a kingdom 11. H e began 
his reign with making a partition of his dominions* 
and delivering over to his eldeft fon, Athelftan, the 
new-conquered provinces of Eflex* Kent* and SuiTex* 
But no inconveniencies feem to have arifen from this 
partition; as the continual terror of the Danifh inva
sions prevented all domeftic diflenfion. A  fleet o f 
thefe ravagers* confiding o f thirty-three fail* ap
peared at Southampton; but were repulfed with lois 
by W o lf here* governor o f the neighbouring county 
T h e  fame year* ¿Ethelhelm* governor of Dorfet- 
fhire*. routed another band which had diiembarked 
at Portfmouth; but he obtained the viitbry after a 
furious engagement* and he bought it with the lofs 
o f  his life pi N ext year the Danes made feveral in
roads into England; and fought battles* or rather 
ikirmiihes* in Eaft-Anglia and Lindefey and Kent 5 
where* though they were fometimes repulfed and 
defeated* they always obtained their end* o f com
mitting fpoil upon the country* and carrying o ff 
their booty. T hey avoided coming to a general 
engagement* which was not fuxted to their plan o f 
operations. Their veffels were fmall* andraneaflly 
up the creeks and rivers; where they drew them 
afhore* and having formed an entrenchment round 
them, which they guarded with part of'their num
ber* the remainder fcattered themfelves everywhere* 
and carrying off the inhabitants.and cattle and goods* 
they haftened to their ihips* and quickly diisp- 
peared. I f  the military force o f the county were 
ailembled (for there was no rime for troops to march

n Wm. IVtaln êf. lib* 2, cap» s. 0 Chron* Sax. p. 73*
Ethelward, lib. cap. 3. P Chron. Sax. p. 73. H*
Hunting, lib. 5,
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G HAP.  from a diftance), the Danes either were able to re* 
, ^  . pulfe them* and to continue their ravages with im-.

punity, or they betook themfelves to their veflels y 
and fetting fail* fuddenly invaded -feme diftant quar- 
ter, which was not preparèd for their reception* 
Every part o f England was held in continual alarm ; 
and the inhabitants o f one county durit not give 
affiftance to thofe of another, left their own families 
and property ihould in the mean time be expofed by 
their abfence to the fury of thefe barbarous ra
vages V  A ll orders o f men were involved in this 
calamity j ' and the priefts and monks, who had 
been commonly fpared in the domeftic quarrels o f 
the Heptarchy, were die chief objetfts on which the 

’ Daniih idolaters exercifed their rage and animofity. 
Every feafon o f the year was dangerous s and the 
abfence o f the enemy was no reafori why any man 
could efteem himfelf a moment in fafety.

T hese incurfions had now become almoft annual $ 
when die..Danes, encouraged by their fucceftes 
againft France as well as England (for both Icings 
doms were alike expofed to this dreadful , calamity), 

xj*. . invaded the iaft in fo numerous a body, as feemed 
to threaten it-with univerfal fubjefrion. But the 
Englifh, more military than thé Britons, whom, a 
few centuries before, they had treated; with like 
violence, routed themfelves with a t vigour propor
tioned’ to the exigency. Ceorle, governor o f  D e- 
vonfhire, fought: a battle with . one body o f the 
Danes at Wiganburgh % and put them to rout with 
great daughter. King Athdftan attacked another 
at fea near Sandwich, funk'nine o f their ihips,. arid 
put the reft to flight V A  body, of-them, however* 
ventured, for the firft time-, to- take up, winter- 
quarters in England's and receiving in the fpring a 
ftrong reinforcement of their countrymen in, 350

s Alured Eeverl. p. 108. ' * H.Hunt. lib, 5.,. Ethelward,
lib. 3. cap. 3. Simeon Dunelßj-, p. rzo=. * Chron. Sax*
p-. 74. AEeriu&j p. 2*

veiièls,



yeffels, they advanced from the Ifle o f Thanet, c h a p , 
where-they had ftationed themfelves; burnt the ci- , llm a 
ties o f London and Canterbury 5 and having put to 
flight Brichtric, who now governed Mercia under 
the tide o f King, they inarched into the heart o f 
Surrey, and laid every place wafte around them.
Ethelwolfj impelled by the urgency o f the danger, 
marched againft them at the head of the W eft- 
Saxons; and carrying with him his feeond fon, 
Ethelbald; gave them battle at Okely, and gained 
a bloody viftory over them. This advantage pro
cured but a fhort refpite to the Englifh, T h e  
Danes ftill maintained their fettlement in the Ifle o f  
Thanet; and being attacked by Ealher and Huda, 
governors o f Kent and Surrey, though defeated in 
the beginning o f the aftion, they finally repulfed $53*; 
the affailants, and killed both the governors. They 
removed thence to the Ifle o f Shepey ; where they 
took up their winter-quarters, that they might far
ther extend their devaftation and ravages,

T his unfettled ftate o f England hindered not 
Ethelwolf from making a pilgrimage to Rome $ 
whither he carried his fourth, and favourite fon,
Alfred, then- only fix years o f  agek H e pafied 
there a twelvemonth in exercifes o f  devotion 1 and 
failed not in that moil effential part o f devotion, li
berality to the church o f Rome, Befides giving 
prefents to the jn ore diilinguiihed ecclefiaflics. He 
made a perpetual grant of three hundred mancufes11 
a year to that fee; one third to fupport the lamps o f  
St, Peter’s, another thofe o f St. Paul’s, a third to 
the pope himfel£w. In his return home, he mar
ried Judith, daughter o f the emperor Charles the 
B ald; but on his landing in England, he met with 
,an oppofition which he little looked for.

* Aiferius, p- Chron. Sax, 76. Hunt. lib. 5. Amancus 
was about the weight of our prefent half crown: See Speltnan's Glai- 
faryy in verbo Maoctts. v  W , Malmef. lib, 2, cap. 2.
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C h a p . H is eldefh fon, Athelilan, being dead; Ethel-. 
ir* bald, his fecond, who had affumed the government,
' formed, in concert with many o f the nobles, the 

proje£t o f excluding his father from a throne, which 
hts weaknefs and fuperftition feem to have rendered 
him fo ill-qualified to fill. T h e people were di
vided between the two princes; and a bloody civil 
war, joined to all the other calamities under which 
the Engliih ■ laboured, appeared inevitable; when 
Ethelwolf had the facility to yield to the greater 
part o f his fon’s pretenfions. H e made with him a 
partition of the. kingdom; and taking to himfelfthe 
eaftern part, which was always at that time eileemed. 
the leail confiderable, as well as the moil expofed*, 
he delivered.oyer to.Ethelbald the fovereignty o f - the 
weilern.. .Immediately after, he fummoned' the 
Hates o f  the whole kingdom, and with the fame fa
cility conferred a perpetual and important donation 
on the church.

T he ecclefiaftics, in thofe days o f ignorance, 
made rapid advances in the acquisition o f power and 
grandeur; and inculcating the moil abfurd and moil 
interefled doftrines, though they fometimes met, 
from the contrary interefts o f the laity, with an op- 
pofition, which it required time and addrefs to 
overcome, they found no obflacle in their reafon or 
underilanding. N ot content with the donations o f  
land made them by the Saxon princes and nobles, 
and with temporary oblations from the devotion o f 
the people, they had cail a wiihful eye on a-vail re- ; 
venue, which they claimed as belonging to them, by 

. a facred and indefeaiible title. However little verfed 
in the fcriptures, they had been able to . difcover, that, 
under the Jewiih law, a tenth o f all the produce o f 
land was conferred on the priefthood; and forgetting. 
what they themfelves taught, that the moral part only 
o f  that law was obligatory on Chriilians, they infilled,

* Arteritis, p. 3. W. Malm. lib. a. cap. a. Matth, Weil. p. 1. 8.

that
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that this donation conveyed a perpetual property* 
inherent by divine right in thofe who officiated at 
the altar. During fame centuries* the whole fcope 
o f  fermons and homilies was directed to this pur- 
pofe; and one would have imagined* from the ge
neral tenor o f thefe difcourfes* that all the pradlical 
parts o f  Chriftianity were comprifed in the exaft 
and faithful payment o f tithes to the c l e r g y E n 
couraged by their fuccefs in inculcating theft doc
trines* they ventured farther than they were war
ranted even by the Levitical law* and pretended to 
draw the tenth o f all induftry* merchandife* wages 
o f  labourers* and pUy o f  fcldiersz ; nay* fome ca- 
nonifts went ft  far as to affirm* that the clergy were 
entitled to the tithe o f the profits made by courte
zans in the exercife o f their profeffiona. Though 
pariihes had been inftituted in England by Horio- 
rius* archbifhop o f  Canterbury* near two centuries 
before5, the ecclefiaftics had never yet been able to 
get pofftffion o f the tithes: T hey therefore feized 
the prefent favourable opportunity o f making that 
acquifition ; when a weak* fuperftitious prince filled 
the throne* and when the people* difcouraged by 
their Ioffes from the Danes* and terrified with the 
fear o f future invafions* were fufceptible o f anyim - 
preffion which bore the appearance o f religion % 
So meritorious was this conceffion deemed by the 
Englifh* that, trufting entirely to iupernatural a£~ 
fiftance, they negle£ted the ordinary means o f  fafety; 
and agreed, even in the prefent deiperate .extre
mity* that the revenues o f the church ihould be ex
empted from all burthens* though impofed for na
tional defence and fecurityd*

y Padre Paolo, fopra bendicii ecclefiaftld, p. $t, 52. edit, Colei?* 
2675, 1 Spell. Cone. vol. 1. p. s6S. a Padre Paolo, p, 132.

b Parker, p. 77. c Ingulf, p. S62. Sel den’s Hi it. of Tithes, c, S.
& AfTerius, p. a-. Chron. Sax, p. 76. W.,Maimef. lib, 2. cap. 2. 

Ethelward, lib. 3, cap, 3* M* Weft. p. 155. Ingulf, p* 17* Aluxv 
BeverL p. 95,

E T H E L W O L F .



C H AP» 
II.

Sj7‘

tlio.

E T H E L B A L D  and E T H E L B E R T .

p T H E L W O L F  lived only two years after m ak-;
ing this grant ; and by his will he fhared Eng

land between his two eldeft ions, Ethelbald and 
Ethelbert; the weft being affigned to the former; 
the eaft to the latter. Ethelbald was. a profligate 
prince; and marrying Judith, his mother-in-law, 
gave great offence to the people ; but moved by the 
remonftrances o f Swithurt, biihop o f Winchefter, 
he was at laft prevailed on to divorce her. H is 
reign was ihort; and Ethelbert, his brother* fuc- 
ceeding to the government, behaved himfelf, during 
a reign of five years, in a manner more worthy o f 
his birth arid ftation. The kingdom, however, was 
ftill infefted by the Danes, who made an inroad and 

/acked Winchefter; but were there defeated. A  
body alfo of thefe pirates, who were quartered in 
the I fie o f Thanet, having deceived the Englifh by 
a treaty, unexpectedly broke into Kent, and com
mitted great outrages.

m S T Q & r  OF ENGLAND,

265*

E T H E R E B .

I p T H E L B E R T  was fucceeded by his brother 
^  Ethered, who, though he defended himfelf 
with bravery, enjoyed, during his whole reign, no 
tranquillity from thofe.Danilh irruptions. H is 
younger brother, Alfred, feconded him in all his 
enterprifes; and generouily facrificed to the public 
good all reientment which he might, entertain on 
account of his being excluded by Ethered from a 
large patrimony which had been left him by his fa
ther.1

1  he firft landing o f the Danes in the rreign. o f 
Ethered was among the Eaft-Angles, who* ipore 
anxious for their prefent fafety than for the common 
intereft, entered into a feparate treaty with the

enemy i



E T H E R E  D. is

enabled them to make an irruption by land into the . _ * 
kingdom o f Northumberland. They there feized. 
the city of Y o rk ,' and defended it againit Oibricht, 
and iElla, two Northumbrian princes, who pe- 
riihed in the affaulth Encouraged by thefe foe- 
cedes, and by the fuperiority which they had ac
quired in arms, they now _ ventured, pnder the 
command o f FI inguar and Kuhba, to leave the 
iea-coaft, and penetrating into Mercia, they took 
up their winter-quarters at Nottingham, where they 
threatened the kingdom with a final fubjeffion.
T h e  Mercians, in thisTxtremity, applied to Ethered 
for fuccour; and that prince, with his brother, A l
fred, conducing a great army to Nottingham, ob
liged the enemy to diflodge, and to retreat into S70* 
Northumberland* Their reftlefs diipoiitioh, and 
their avidity for plunder, allowed them not to re
main long in thole quarters: T hey broke into 
Eaft-Anglia, defeated and took prifoner Edmund, 
the king o f that country, whom they afterwards 
murdered in cool blood; and committing the moft 
barbarous ravages on the people, particularly on the 
monafteries, they gave the Eall-Angles caufe to re
gret the temporary relief which they had obtained, 
by affifting the common enemy.

T he next ftation o f  the Danes was at Reading! t 7u 
whence they infefted the neighbouring country by 
their incurfions* T h e Mercians, defirous o f leak
ing off their dependence on Ethered, refuied to 
join him vrith their forces; and that prince, at
tended by Alfred, was obliged to march againit the 
enemy, with the W eft-3axons alone, his hereditary 
fuhjech* T h e Danes, being defeated in an action, 
ihut thfemfelves up in their garrifon; but quickly 
making thence an irruption, they routed the W eft- 
£ axons, and obliged them to raife the liege. A n  -

f Affer. p. 6. Chron. Sax. p. 79.
action
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P. añion ibón, after enfued at Ailon in Berkfhire*. 
where the Lngliih , in the beginning o f  the day, 
were in danger of a total defeat, Alfred, advancing 
with one divifión o f the armyr  was furrounded by 
the enemy in difadvantageous ground $ andEthered, 
who was at that time hearing mafs, refufed to* march 
to his affiftance, till prayers ihould be finiihedg: 
But as, he afterwards obtained the vidtory, this fuç- 
„cefs, not the danger of Alfred, was.afcribed by the 
monks , to the piety of that monarch. This battle 
o f Ailon did not terminate the war: Another battle 
was a little after fought at Baling $ where the Danes 
were more fuccefsful; and being reinforced by a 
new army from their own country, they became 
every day more terrible to thé Engliih. Amidflr 
thefe Confufiohs, Ethered died o f a wound which 
he had , received in an aûion. with the Danes y and 
left the inheritance of his cares and misfortunes, ra
ther than of his grandeur, to his brother, Alfred,, 
who was now twenty-two years o f age.

A L F R E D . '

n p H I S  prince gave very early marks of.thofe 
^  great virtues and ihining talents, by which, 

during the moil difficult times, he faved his country 
from utter ruin and fubverilon. Ethel wolf, his fa
ther, the year after his return .with Alfred from 
Rome, had again fent the young prince thither 
with a numerous retinue ; and a report being fpread 

. .of the king's death, the pope, Leo III. gave A l
fred the royal unftion1̂ ; whether prognofticating 
his future great nefs from the appearances of his 
pregnant genius, or willing to pretend, even in that 
age, to the right o f conferring kingdoms. A l
fred, on his return home, became every day more

 ̂ AfFer, p. 7. W . Malm, lib* 2. cap* 3. Simeon Dunelm. p, 125. 
Angba Sacra, vol. i. p. ¿o5; h A  fier. p. 2. W . Malm* lib. z, 
cap* 2, Ingulf, p, 869. Simeon Dunelm* p. izq . 139.
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the object o f his father’s affeffions j but being in
dulged in all youthful pleafures* he was much ne- 
glefted in his education3 and he had already reached 
his twelfth year, when he was yet totally ignorant o f 
the loweit elements o f  literature. His genius was 
fo il roufed by the recital o f Saxon poems* in which 
the queen took delight 3 and this fpecies of erudi
tion* which is fometimes able to make a confider- 
able progrefs even among barbarians* expanded 
thofe noble and elevated fentiments which he had 
received from nature1. Encouraged by the queen* 
and ftimulated by his own ardent inclination* he 
foon learned to read thoie compoiitions 3 and pro
ceeded thence to acquire the knowledge o f  the 
Latin tongue* in which he met with authors that 
better prompted his heroic Ipirit, and direfled his 
generous views, Abforbed in thefe elegant pur

suits* he regarded his acceffion to royalty rather as 
an objett o f regret than o f triumphk ; but being 
called to the throne* in preference to his brother’s 
children* as well by the will o f his father* a cir- 
cumftance which had great authority with the 
Anglo-Saxons1* as by the vows o f the whole na
tion* and the urgency o f public affairs* he ihook 
o ff his literary indolence* and exerted himielf in 
the defence o f his people. H e had fcarcely buried 
his brother* when he was obliged to take the field* 
in order to oppofe the Danes* who had fcized W il
ton* and were exerciiing their ufual ravages on the 
countries around. H e marched againft them with 
the few troops which he could ailemble on a hid
den 3 and giving them battle* gained at firft an 
advantage* but by his purfuing the victory too far* 
the fuperiority o f the enemy's numbers prevailed, 
and recovered them the day. Their lois* however* 
in the aftion was fo confiderable* that* fearing A l
fred would receive daily reinforcement from his fob-

* Affer. p. 5, M- Weft. p. 167, H After, p* 7* 1 Ibid*
p. 22, Simeon Punclna, p, j s l .
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je& s/they were/content to ftipulate for a fafe re-, 
treat, and promifed to depart the kingdom, f o r  
that purpofe they were conducted to London, and 
allowed to take up winter-quarters there 5 but, care- 
lefts o f their engagements, ■ they immediately fet 
themfteives to the committing o f fpoil on the neigh

bouring ' country. Burrhed, king' o f Mercia, in 
-whofe territories London was fituated, made a new 
.ftipulation with them, and engaged them, by pre~ 
Jents o f  money, to remove to Lindefey in Lincoln- 
,ihire; a country which they had already reduced to 
;i:uin anddefoladon. Finding therefore no object in 
that place, either for their rapine or violence, they 

Suddenly turned back upon Mercia, in a quarter 
where they-expedted to find it without defence 3 and 

r fixing their ftation at Rep ton in Derbyihire, they 
lai(^the whole country defolate with fire and fword.

¡ Burrhed, defpairing of fuccefs againft an enemy, 
whom no force could refill, .and no treaties bind, 
abandoned his kingdom, and flying to Rome, took 

-ihelter in a eloifterm. H e was brother-in-law to 
. Alfred, and the laft who bore the title o f King in 
Mercia.

T he  Weft-Saxons were now the only remaining 
¡power In England; and though fupported by the 
.vigour and. abilities of Alfred,, they were unable to 
fuftain the. efforts o f thofe ravagers,, who 'from  all 
quarters invaded them. A  new/warm o f Danes 
came over this year under three'princes, Guthrum, 
Ofcital, and Amu nd ; and haying firft joined their 
countrymen at Repton, they foon found .the ne- 
cefTity.of feparating, in order to provide for. their 
fubfiften.ee. Part, o f ¡them,, under the command o f 
Haldene, th eir chieftain11,. marched into Northum
berland, where, they-fixed their quarters; part o f 
them took quarters. at Cambridge, .whence they 
diilodged in the enfuing, fu mmer, and feized W ere-

m A f e  pi 8. Chroir. p* S2, Etlielv/ard, Jib, 4, cap. 4*
* Chroii, Sax. p. 83*

hamA

H I S T O R Y  O F  E N G L A N D .



ham, in the county o f Dorfet, the very centre o f  e H A f . 
Alfred^ dominions. T hat prince fo ftrakened „(n ’ 
them in thefie quarters, that they were content to 
come to a treaty with him, and ftipulated to depart 
his country. Alfred, well acquainted with their 
nfual perfidy, obliged them to fwear upon the holy 
reliques to the obfervance o f  the treaty ° n o t  that 
he expected they would pay any veneration to the 
reliques ; but he hoped, that, i f  they now violated 

‘this bath, their impiety would, infallibly draw down 
upon them the vengeance o f heaven. But the 
Danes, little apprehenfive o f  the danger, fuddenly, 
without feeking any pretence, fell upon Alfred's 
army; and having put it to rout, marched weft- 
ward and took poifeffion o f  Exeter, T h e prince 
collefted new forces; and exerted fuch vigour, that 
he fought in one year eight battles with the enemy?, 
and reduced them to the utmoft extremity, ;H e  
hearkened however to new propofals of peace; arid 
was fatisfied to ftiptilate with them, that they would 
fettle fomewhere in E n g l a n d a n d  would not per
mit the entrance o f more ravagers into' the-king
dom. But while he was expecting the execution o f  
this treaty, which it feCmed the intereft o f the Danes 
thenifelvestb fulfil,; he heard, that another-body had 
landed, and having collected all the fcattered troops 
o f their countrymen, had furprifed Chippenham, 
then a confiderable town, and were exerciiing their 
ufual ravages all around them.

T his laft incident quite broke the ipirit o f the 
Saxons, and reduced them to deipair. Finding 
that, after all the miferable havoc which they had 
undergone in their perfons and in their property; 
after all the vigorous actions which they had ex
erted in their own defence a new band, equally 4 
greedy o f fpoil and daughter, had difembarked 
among them,; they believed themfelves abandoned

A L F R E D ,  ^

° Aflfer. p. S. 
m m  battles,

p Ibid, 
% Afl«> p*

The Saxon Chron. p. Si, 
Alur. .Be veil, p. 194,
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C H A P . ,by heaven to deftru&ion, and delivered over to 
*L k thofe fwarms o f robbers, which the fertile north 

thus incefTantly poured forth againft them. Some 
left their country, and retired into Wales, or fled 
beyond fea: Others fubmitted to the conquerors, 
in hopes o f appealing'their fury by a fervile'obe
dience r : And every man’s attention being now en- 
groffetj. in concern for his own jxrefervation, no one 
w ould  hearken to the exhortations , o f the king, who 
fummoned them to make, under his conduit, one 
effort more in defence o f their prince, their coun
try, and their liberties. Alfred himfelf was ob
liged to  relinquifh the enfigns of his'"dignity, to 
difmxfs his fervants, and to feek ihelter, in the 
meaneft difguifes, from the purfuit and fury o f his 
enemies. H e concealed himfelf under a peafant’s 
habit, and lived feme time in the houfe o f a neat
herd, who had been entrufted with the care o f  
home o f his cows8. There paffed here an incident, 
which has been recorded by all the hiftorians, and 
was long preferved by popular tradition; though it 
contains nothing memorable in itfelf, except fo far 
as every circumftance is interefting, which attends 
ib much virtue and dignity, reduced to fuch dif- 
trefs. The wife o f the neat-herd was ignorant o f 
the condition o f her royal gueft; and obferving 
him one clay bufy by , the fire-fide in trimming his 
bow and arrows, fhe defired him to take care o f 
fome cakes, which were toafting, while fh'e was em
ployed elfewhere in other domeftic affairs. But 
Alfred, whofe thoughts were otherwife engaged, 
neglefted this injunftion* and the good woman, 
on her return, finding her cakes all burnt, r̂ated the 
king very feverely, and upbraided him, that he al
ways feemed very well pleafed to eat her warm
cakes, though he was thus negligent in toafting
them*. o

r Chron. Sax. p. 84. Alured Beverl. -p, 10c. ' AiTer. p. 4*
* Affer. p. 9; M . Well. p. , 7„. ■ , 5 P S
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B y  degrees, Alfred, as he found the fearch of c H ^ p* 
the enemy become more remifs, collefted fome of , n ’ t 
his retainers, and retired into the centre o f a bog,- ' 
formed by the ftagnating waters o f the Thoiie. and 
Parret, in Somerfetihire,> H e here found two 
acres of firm ground; and building a habitation on 
them, rendered himfelf fecure by its "fortifications, 
and frill more by the unknown and inacceffible reads 
which tedo|p k, and by the forefts and moraffes 
with wyhichft; was every way invironed* This place 
he called AEthelingay, or the Iile o f Nobles11) and 
it now bears the name o f Athelney. H e thence 
made frequent and; /unexpected Tallies upon the 
Danes, who often felt the vigour o f  his arm, but 
knew not. from what quarter the blow came. He. 
fubfifted himfelf and his followers by the plunder 
which he acquired) he procured them eoniolation by 
revengej and from {mall fucceffeS) he opened thei^ 
minds to hope, that, notwithftanding his prdent 
low condition, more important vi&ories might at 
length attend his valour.

A l f r e d  lay here concealed, but not unaftive, 
during a twelvemonth) when the news o f a pro- 
fperou-s event reached his ears, and called him to 
the field. Hubha, the Dane, having ipread de- 
variation, fire, and ilaughter,- over Wales, had 
landed in Devonihire from twenty-three veiTels, and 
laid fiege to the caitle o f Kinwith, a place fituated 
near the mouth o f the fmall river Tau. Oddune, 
earl o f Devonihire, with his followers, had taken 
ihelter there) and being ill fupplied with provifions, 
and even with water, he determined, by force vi
gorous blow, to prevent the neceffity o f fubmkting  ̂
to the barbarous enemy* H e made a fudden fally 
on the Danes before fun-rifing) and taking them 
unprepared, he put them to rout, purfued them 
with great ilaughter, killed Hubba himfelf, and

* Chron. Sax. p. 85. W . Malm. lib. z. cap. 4. Ethelward, lib. 4. 
cap. 4. Ingulf, p. 46.
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c h a p , got poffettion o f thé famous Reafeny or enchanted 
IL r ftandard, in which the Danes put great confi- 

' k_' 1 dencew. It contained the figure of a raven, which
had been inwoven by the three fitters of Hinguar 
and Bubba with many magical incantations, and 
which, by its, different movements, prognofticated, 
as the Danes believed  ̂ the good or bad fuccefs o f 
any entsrprife*.

W hen Alfred obferved this fym ptœ i o f  fuc- 
cefsfol reflftance in his fubjeéls, heJefPlis retreat j 
but before he would affemble them in arms, or 

h urge them to any attempt, which, i f  unfortunate, 
might, in v their prefent delpondency, prove fatal, 
he refolved to inipeit, himfelf, the fituation o f the 
enemy, and to judge o f the probability of fuccefs. 
For this purpofe he entered their camp under the 
diiguife of a harper, and paffed unfuipeited through 
every quarter. H e fo entertained them with his 
mufic and facetious humours, that he met with a 
welcome reception ; and was even introduced to the 
tent o f Guthrum, their prince, where he remained 
fome daysy. H e remarked the fupine fecurity of 
the Danes, their contempt o f the Engliih, their 
negligence in foraging and plundering, and their 
diffolute wafting of what they gained by rapine and 
violence. Encouraged by thefe favourable appear
ances lie fecredy fent emiffaries to the matt con- 
fiderablë of his fubjefts, arid iummoned them to a 
rendezvous, attended by their warlike followers, at 
Brixton, on the borders of Sehvood foreft2. The 
lingliih, who had hoped to put an end to their ca~

J lamities by fervile fubmiffion, now found the info- 
fonce and rapine of the conqueror more intolerable 
than all paft fatigues and dangers; and, at the ap
pointed day, they, joyfully reforted to their prince. 
On his appearance, they received' him with, ihouts

w Afier. p. j o , Chron.Sax, p. 84, AbbasRieval,p. 395. Àlured 
Beverl.;P.- 305. Affcr. p. 19. : 7  W..Malm, lib. 2. cap. 4.

2 Chron, Sax. p. 85,
4  QÎ
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df applaufe3; and could not fatiate their eyes with, 
the fight o f this beloved monarch* whom they had 
long regarded as dead* and who now* with voice 
and looks expreffing his confidence o f fuccefs, 
called them to liberty and to vengeance* H e in- 
ftantly conduced them to Eddington* where the 
Danes were encamped * and taking advantage o f 
his previous knowledge o f  the place* he directed his 
attack againft; the moft unguarded quarter o f the 
enem y.: T h e Danes* furprifed to fee an army o f  
Engliih* whom they confidered as totally fubdued* 
and ftill more aftoniihed to hear that Alfred was at 
their head* made but a faint refiftance* notwith- 
ftanding their fuperiority o f number* and were foon 
put to flight with great (laughter. T h e remainder 
q f the routed army* with their prirffce* was be- 
fieged by Alfred in a fortified camp to which they 
fled i but being reduced to extremity by want and 
hunger* they had recourfe to the clemency o f the 
vidfcor* and offered to fubmit on any conditions. 
T h e  king, no lefs generous than brave* gave them 
their lives; and even formed a fcheme for con
verting them* from mortal enemies, into faithful 
fubjedts and confederates* H e knew* that the 
kingdoms o f Eaft- Anglia and Northumberland 
were totally defolated by the frequent inroads o f  
the Danes ; and he now purpofed to repeople them* 
by fettling there Guthrum and his followers. H e  
hoped that the new planters would at laft betake 
themfelves to induftry* when* by reafon o f his’ re
fiftance* and the exhaufted condition o f the coun
try, they could no longer iuhlift by plunder * and 
that they might ferve him as a rampart againft any 
future incurfions o f  their countrymen* But before 
he ratified thefe mild conditions with the Danes* he 
required* that they ihould give him one pledge o f 
their fubmiffion* and o f their inclination to incor-

3 After* p. to . Chron. Sax. p. 85. Simeon Dnnelm, p.
Alured Beverl, p. 105. Abbas Rieval, p. 354.
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c  H A. P. porat^ with the Engliih, by declaring their convey 
0  fion to:Ghriftianityb, Guthrum, and his army, had 

no averiion f to ;-the propofal; and, without much 
inttruftion,; or argument, or conference/they were 
all admitted to baprifm. T h e king anfwered for; 
Guthrum at the font, gave him the name o f Athel-; 
ftan, and received him; as his adopted fonc. 

sso.' T he fnccefs of th is-expedient feemed to , corre- 
fpond to Alfred's hopes: The ¿greater part o f the 
Danes fettled peaceably in their new quarters: Some 
imaller bodies of the fame nation, which were dif- 
perfed in Mercia, were diitributed into the five cities 
o f  Derby, Leicefter, Stamford, Lincoln, and Not* 
tingham, and were thence called the F if  or Five- 
burgers. The more turbulent and unquiet made 
an expeditiol into France under the*command of 
Haftingsd; and except by a Ihort incurfion of 
Danes, who failed up the Thames and landed at 
Fulham, but iuddenly retreated to their; ihips on 
finding the country in a pofture of defence, Alfred - 
was not for feme years infefted by the • inroads of 
thofe barbarians".

T he king employed this interval o f tranquillity 
in , reftoring order to the ftate, which had been 
ihakCn by fo many violent convulfions; in efta- 
bliihing civil:and military inftitutions; in compofing 
the minds o f men £0 induftry and juftice; and in 
providing againft the return o f like calamities* H e 
was, more, properly than his grandfather Egbert, 
the foie monarch o f the Englifh (for fo the Saxons 
were now univerfally, called), becaufe the kingdom 
of Mercia was at laft incorporated in his ftate, and 
was governed by Ethelbert, his brother-in-law, who 
bore the title of Earl: And though the Danes, who 

, peopled Eaft-Anglia and Northumberland, were for 
fome time ruled immediately by their own princes, 

;they all acknowledged a fubordination to Alfred,

/Chron. Sax. p. 85. c AiTer. p. 10. Clii’on, Sax. p. 5.0.
a W. Malm, lib, z, cap. 4. Ingulf, p. 36* c p, SI.

and
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and fubmitted to his fuperior authority/ A s  equa
lity among fubjeits is the great fource of concord* 
Alfred gave the fame laws to the Danes and Eng- 
liih* and put them entirely on a like footing in the 
adrniniftrauon both o f civil and criminal juftice. 
The fine for the murder of a Dane was the fame 
with that for the murder o f an Engliffimanj the 
great fymbol o f equality in thofe ages.

T he king* after rebuilding the ruined cities  ̂ par
ticularly London** which had been deftroyed by 
the Danes in the. reign o f Ethel w olf eftablifhed a 
regular militia for the defence o f the kingdom. H e 
ordained that all his people ihould be armed and 
regiftered* he afligned them a regular rotation o f 
duty r he diftributed part into the caftles and for- 
treffes* which he built at proper places5; he re
quired another part to take the field on any alarm* 
and to affemble at ftated places o f rendezvous; and 
he left a fufficient number at home* who were em
ployed in the cultivation o f the land* and who af
terwards took their turn in military ierviceh* T h e 
whole kingdom was like one great garrifon; and the 
Danes could no fooner appear in one place* than a 
fufficient number was aflembled to oppofe them* 
without leaving the other quarters defencelefs or 
difarmedh ' ' ‘ -

B u t  Alfred* fenfible that the proper method o f 
oppofing an enemy* who made incurfions by fea* 
was to meet them on their own element* took care 
to provide himfelf with a naval forcek* which* 
though the moft natural defence o f  an iiland* had 
hitherto been totally neglefted by the Englifh, H e 
increafed the ihipping o f his kingdom both in 
number and ftrength* and trained his fubjech in the

f After. p, 15, Chron. Sax. p, §S. ML Weft. p. 171. Simeon. 
Bunelm. p. 131, Brampton* p. 812. Alured Beverl. ex edit. 
Hearrse, p. 106. £ AfTer. p. iS. Ingulf, p. 37. h Chron,
Sax. p, 92,-93. 1 Spelman’s life of Alfred* p* 147. edit, 1703.
* AfTer. p. 9. M. Weft, p, 179.
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practice as well o f failing, as o f naval; afliqp. H e
diftributed his armed véìTels in proper ftatlons round 
theifland, and was Ture to meet the Daniih Ihips 
either, before òr after they had landed their troops, ' 
and to purfue them in all their incurfions. ' Though 
thè Danés might fud4cnlyi, ‘ by Tyrprilè, difembark 
on the coaft, Which was generally become defolate by 
their frequent ravages, they were encountered' by the 
Engliih fleet in their retreat ; and efcaped not, as 

- formerly, ' by abandoning their booty, but paid, by 
their tòtàl deftru&io’n, thè penalty "òf thè diíordérs 
which they had committed.

I n this manner Alfred repelled lèverai inroads of 
thefe piratical Danes,' and maintained his kingdom, 
during Tome years, in Tafety ànd tranquillity. A  
fleet o f a hundred and twenty Ihips o f war was Ra
tioned upon the coaft j and being provided’ with 
warlike engines, as well as with expertTeamen, both 
Frifians and Engliih (for Alfred fupplied the de
fects of his own fubjetts by engaging able foreigners 
in his fervice), maintained a fuperiority over thofe 
fmaller bands with which England had To often 
been infefted1. But at laft Haftings, the famous 
Daniih chief, having ravaged all the provinces of 
France, both along the iea-coaft and the Loire and 
Seine, and being obliged to quit that country, more 
by the de-folation which he himfelf had ' occafioned, 
than by the refiftânce o f the inhabitants, appeared 
Off the coaft o f Kent with a fleet o f 330 Tail. ’ The 
greater part of the enemy difembarked in the Ro- 
ther, and feized the fort of Apuldorè, Haftings 
himfelf, commanding a'fleet o f eighty Tail, entered 
the Thames, and fortifying Milton in.Kent, began 
to ipread his forces over the country, and to commit 
the moil dèferudtive ravages. But Alfred, on the 
firft alarm o f , this defeent, flew to the defence o f 
his people, at the head o f a feledl band of foldiers,

£ ATer. p. 11/ Chron. Sax. p . 85, 87. M. .Well,, p. 176.
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"whom he always kept about his perfonm* and ga
thering to him the armed militia from all quarters* 
appeared in the field with a force fuperior to the 
enemy. A ll ftraggling parties* whom neceiTity, or 
love o f  plunder, had drawn to a diftance from their 
chief encampment* were cut off by the Englifh11; 
and thefe pirates* inftead o f encreafing their fpoil, 
found themfeIves cooped up in their fortifications* 
and obliged to fubfift by the plunder which they 
had brought from France. Tired o f this htuation, 
which muff in the end prove ruinous to them, the 
Danes at Apuldore rofe fuddenly from their encamp
ment* with an intention o f marching towards the 
Thames* and paffing over into E flex: B u t they 
efcaped not the vigilance o f Alfred* who encoun-k 
tered them atFarnham , put them to rout°* feized 
all their hories and baggage, and chafed the runa
ways on board their fhips* which carried them up 
the Colne to Merfey in Effex* where they en
trenched themfelves. Haftings, at the fame time 
and probably by concert* made a like movement; 
and deferring Milton* took poffeftion o f Bamflete, 
near the lfle o f Canvey in the fame county* s where 
he haftily threw up fortifications for his defence 
againft the power o f Alfred.

U n f o r t u n a t e l y  for the Englifh, Guthrum* 
prince o f the EaiTAnglian Danes* was now dead; 
as was alfo Guthred* whom the king had appointed 
governor o f the Northumbrians; and thofe reftlefs 
tribes* being no longer reftrained by the authority 
o f their princes, and being encouraged . by the ap
pearance o f fo great a body o f  their countrymen* 
broke into rebellion, fhook off the authority o f A l
fred, and yielding to their' inveterate habits o f  war 
and depredation9, embarked on board two hundred 
and forty veffels, and appeared before Exeter in the 
weft o f  England. Alfred loft not a moment in op-

After, p. 19. n Chfon. Sax, p. 92, 0 Ibid, p, 93. Flor.
Wigonwp. $95. P Chron. Sax, p, 93, S Ibid. p. 92.
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. pofing jthist new^em y^/vH aYing left fome forces at 
London, to make head againft Haftings and the 
other- Danes, he - .marched ftiddenly to, the weft/; 
and . falling on the rebels .before they; were aware, 
•purihe4 to their flaips wkh .great Slaughter, 
Thefe rayagers, Tailing next to Suffex, began tqi 
plunder the,country: near Chichefter; but the order 
which- Alfred -had every where eftablifhed, fufficed 
here, without bis prefence, for. the defence o f the 
place and the rebels, meeting with a new. rcpulfe, 
.in which many of them were killed, and fome of 
their fliips taken5,, were obliged to put again to fea, 
■ and were difcoyraged from attempting any other en- 
terprife. _ -  ■ , - ,

M e a n w h i l e , . the Daniih invaders in.Effex^ hay
ing united their force under the command o f Ha- 
flings,- advanced into the inland country, and made 
jpoif o f all around them ? but foon had reaibn to re
pent o f their temerity. T h e Engliih army left in 
London,, affifted by a body of the citizens, attacked 
the enemy's entrenchments atBamflete, overpower
ed the. gamion, and having done great execution 
upon them, carried off the wife and two fans of 
Haftings/. Alfred,generouily fpared thef^ captives; 
and even reftored them to H aftingsu,. on condition 
that he ihould depart the kingdom.

B u t  though the king had thus honourably rid 
him fdf of this- dangerous enemy, , he had' not en
tirely fubdued or expelled the invaders.. The pira
tical Danes willingly followed in an excurfion any 
profperous leader who gave them hopes o f booty; 
but were not fo eafily induced to, relinquiih, their 
enterprife, on fubmit to return, baffled and without 
plunder, into their native country. , Great numbers 
o f them, after the departure of Haftings, feized and 
fortified Shobury at the mouth of the Tham es; and

r Chron. Sax, p .'93. s Ibid, pv'96, Flor* Wigorn.
P* 596- £ Chron. Sax. p. 94. M, Weil. p. 17S, * M.
Well. p. 179, ' * ■' - J~-
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Jiaving left a garrifon there, they marched along the 
river, till they came to Boddington in the county o f 
Glocefter; where, being reinforced by fame W elih, 
jthey threw up entrenchments, and prepared for 
their defence. T h e king here furrounded them 
with the whole force o f his dominions and as he 
had now a certain profpedt o f vidlory, he refolved to 
truft nothing to chance, but rather to matter his 
enemies by famine than affault, They were re
duced to Tuch extremities, that, having eaten their 
own hpr'fes, and having many o f them perifhed 
with hunger x, they made a defperate fally upon the 
Engliih j and though the greater number fell in the 
aftion^ a confiderable body made their efcapeL 
Thefe roved about for .feme time in England, ftili 
purfued by the vigilance o f Alfred j they attacked 
Leicefter with fuccefs, defended themfelves in Hart
ford, and then fled to Quatford, where they were 
finally broken and fubdued. T h e fmall remains o f 
them either difperfed themfelves among their coun
trymen in Northumberland and Eaft-Anglia*, or 
had recourfe again to the fea, where they exercifed 
piracy, under the command o f Sigefert,, a North
umbrian. This freebooter, well acquainted with 
Alfred's naval preparations, had framed veflels o f a 
new conftrudiion, higher, and longer, and fwifter, 
than thofeof theEnglifh : but the king foon difcovered 
his fuperior fkill, by building veiTels ftili higher, 
and longer, and fwifter, than thofe of the North
umbrians i and falling upon them, while they 
were exercifing their ravages in the weft, he took 
twenty o f their fhips , and haying tried all the pri- 
loners at Winchefter, he hanged them as pirates, 
the common enemies o f mankind.

T he well-timed feverity o f this execution, toge
ther with the excellent pofture o f defence eftahlifhed

w Chron.Sax. p. 94. 1 Ibid, M . Weft. p. 179. Flor. Wigonu
p, 596-, y Chron. Sax. p. 95, > 2 Ibid, p* 97.
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jcvery" where/ reftored full tranquillity in England, 
and provided for'the future fecurity o f the govern
ment* T h e Eaft-Anglian and Northumbrian Danes, 
on the firft appearance o f Alfred upon their frontiers, 
made anew the moft humble fubmiffions, to him ; 
and: he thought it prudent to take them under/his 
immediate government, without eftablifhing over 
them a viceroy of their own nation V  T h e W elih 
alfo acknowledged his authority; and this great 
prince had nqw, by prudence and juftice and va
lour, eftablifhed his fovereignty over all the ibuth- 
ern parts, o f the ifland, from the Englifh channel to 
the frontiers o f Scotland ; when he died, in the vi
gour o f his age and the full ftrength o f his faculties, 
after a glorious reign o f twenty-nine years and a 
h alfb; in which he defervedly attained the appella
tion o f Alfred the Great, and the title o f  Founder of 
the Englifh monarchy.

T h e  merit o f this prince, both in private and 
public life, may with advantage be fet in oppoiition 
to that o f any monarch or citizen which the annals 
p f any age or any nation' can prefent to us. H e 
feems indeed to he the model o f that perfeft cha
rade^ which, under the denomination o f a fage or 
wife man, philofophers have been fond o f delineat
ing, rather as a fi&ion o f their imagination, than in 
hopes o f ever feeing it really exifting: So happily 
were all his virtues tempered together; fo juftly were 
they blended; and fo powerfully did each prevent 
the other from exceeding its. proper boundaries! 
H e  knew how to reconcile the moft enterprifing 
fpirit with the cooleft moderation; the moft obfti^ 
pate perfeverance with the eafieft flexibility; the 
moft fevere juftice with the gentleif lenity; the 
greateff vigour in commanding with the moft per- 
feift affability o f deportmentc; the higheft capacity

3 Flor- VVigorn. p. 598. b Affer, p. a?, Chron, Sax,
V* 99* c AfiTer. p.■ V ; ■ : and
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and inclination for fcience, with the moft íhíning c r a r  
talents for a£Hon. H is civil and his military virtues ' 
are almoft equally the obje£ts of our admiration 5 * ^   ̂
excepting, only, that the former, being more rare 
among princes, as well as more ufefbl, feem chiefly 
to challenge ourapplaufe. Nature alfc, as ifdefir- 
ous that fo bright a produftion o f her fkill iliould 
be let in’the faireft light, had bellowed on him every 
bodily accomplifhment, vigour o f limbs, dignity o f 
ihape and air, with a pleaiing, engaging, and open 
countenanced Fortune alone, by throwing him 
into that barbarous age, deprived him o f hiftorians 
worthy to tranfmit his fame to pofterity 1 and we 
with to fee him delineated in moré lively colours, 
and with more particular ftrokes, that we may at 
leaft perceive feme o f thofe fmall fpecks and bie- 
mifhes, from which, as a man, it is impoffible he 
could be entirely exempted.

B ut  we ihquld give but an imperfect idea o f 
Alfred’s merits were we to confine our narration to 
his military exploits, and were not more particular 
in our account o f his inftitutions for the execution 
o f  juftice, and o f  his zeal for the encouragement o f 
arts and fciénces.

A fter Alfred had fubdued, and had fettled or 
expelled the Danes, her found the kingdom in the 
moil wretched condition $ deiblated by the ravages 
o f  thofe barbarians, and thrown into diforders, 
which were calculated to perpetuate its mifery.
Though the great armies o f  the Danes were broken, 
the country was full o f  ftraggling troops o f  that na
tion, who, being accuftomed to live by plunder, 
were become incapable o f induftry $ and who, from 
the natural ferocity o f their manners, indulged them- 
felves in committing violence, even beyond what 
was requifite to fupply their neceflities* T h e Eng-
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lift  themfelves, reduced to the moil extreme indi
gence by thefe continued depredations, had fhaken 
off"all bands o f government; and thofe who had
been plundered to-day, betook themfelves next day 
to a like, diforderly life, and, from defpair, joined 
the robbers in pillaging arid ruining their fellow- 
citizens. Thefe were the evils for which it was rie- 
ceffary that the vigilance and aftivity o f Alfred 
fhould provide a remedy.

T h a t  he might render the execution o f juilice 
drift and regular, he divided all England into coun
ties; thefe counties he fubdivided into hundreds; 
and die hundreds into tithings. Every houfeholder 
was anfwerable for the-behaviour of 'his family and 
flaves, and even of his guefts, i f  they lived above 
three days in his houfe. Ten neighbouring houfe- 
holders were formed into one corporation, who, un
der the name o f a tithing, decennary, or fribourg, 
were anfwerable for each Other’s conduft, and over 
whom one perfon, called a tithingman, headbourg, 
or boriholder, was appointed to preiide. Every 

. man was punifned as an outlaw, who did not regifter 
himielf in fome tithing. And no man could change 
his habitation, without a warrant or certificate from 
the boriholder o f the tithing to which he formerly 
belonged.

W hen any perfon in any tithing or decennary 
was guilty of a crime, the boriholder was fummoned 
to anfwer for h i m; and if he were not willing to be 
furety for his appearance; -and .his clearing himfelf, 
the criminal was comnpltted to prifon,. and there 
detained till his trial/ -If he fled, either before or 
after finding fureties, ;the boriholder and decen
nary became liable .to: "enquiry, i and were expofed 
to the penalties of law.. Thirty-one days were 
allowed them for producing the criminal; and i f  
that time elapfed without their being able to find 
him, the .boriholder, with 'two other members

of ’
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o f the decennary, was obliged to appear, and, to- c h a p . 
gether with three chief members of the three neigh- 
bouring decennaries (making twelve in all), toiwear w J 
that his decennary was free from all privity both o f  
the crime committed, and of the efcape o f  the cri
minal. I f  the boriholder could not find fuch a 
number to anfwer for their innocence, the decennary 
was. compelled by fine to make fatisfaftion to the 
king,^according to the degree o f the offencef. By 
this inftitution every man was obliged from his own 
intereft to keep a watchful eye oyer the condudt o f 
his neighbours ; and was in a manner furety for the 
behaviour o f thofe who were, placed under the divi- 
fion to which he belonged: Whence thefe decen
naries received the name of frank-pledges.

S uch a regular diftriburion o f the people, with 
fuch a ftrifi: confinement in their habitation, may 
not be neceffary in times when men are more enured 
to obedience and jufticej and it might perhaps be 
regarded ks deilrudtive o f liberty and commerce in a 
poliihed ftate; but it was well calculated to reduce 
that fierce and licentious people, under the falutary 
reifraint o f law and government, But Alfred took 
care to temper thefe rigours by other inftitu.tions 
favourable to the freedom o f the citizens j and no
thing could be more popular and liberal than his 
plan for the adminiftration o f juftice. T h e bor- 
iholder fummoned together his whole decennary to 
affift him in deciding any teller difference which 
occurred among the members o f this fmall com
munity, In affairs o f greater moment, in appeals 
from the decennary, or in controverfies arifing be
tween members o f different decennaries, the cauie 
was brought before the hundred, which confifted o f 
ten decennaries, or a hundred families o f freemen, 
and which was regularly affembled once in four 
weeks, for the deciding o f caufes£. Their me-

f Leges St. Edw. cap. 20. apud Wilkins, p# 202.
Edw, cap. 2.
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Á &  thoü o f decifion deferves to be noted, as being thé 
r- origin o f juries; an inftitution, admirable in itfelf, 

and the beff calculated for the prefervation o f liberty 
and the adminiftration o f juftice, that ever was de
viled by the wit of mam Tw elve freeholders were 
chofen j who, having fworn, together with the hun-
dreder, or prefiding magiffrate o f  that divifion, to 

^dminifter impartial jufticeb, proceeded to the ex
amination of that caufe which was fubmitfed to 

I their jurifdiftion. And befide .thefe monthly meet- 
f ings of the hundred there was an annual meeting,

; appointed for a more general inípedtion o f the po- 
lice of theTlifixkff; for the enquiry into crimes, the 
correction of abufes in magiftrates, and the obliging 
o f every perfon to ihew the decennary in which he 
was regiftered. T  he people, in imitation o f their 
anceftors, die ancient Germans, aííembled there in 
arms ; whence a hundred was ibmetimes called a 
wapentake, and its court ferved both for the fup- 
port of military difcipline, and for the adminiftration 
o f civil juftice \

1 T he next fuperior court to that o f the hundred 
was the county-court, which met twice a year, after 
Michaelmas and Eafter, and confided o f the free- ! 
holders o f the county, who poffefied an equal vote 
in the decifion of caiifes. The bifhop prefided in 
this court, together with the alderman; and the 
proper object o f the' court was the receiving o f  ap
peals from the hundreds and decennaries, and the 
deciding of fuch controverfies as arofe between men 
o f different hundreds. Formerly, the alderman 
poffefied both the civil and military authority; but 
Alfred, fenfible that this conjunction o f powers ren
dered the nobility dangerous and independent, ap
pointed alfa a iheriff in each county, who enjoyed a 
co-ordinate authority with the former in the judicial ‘

 ̂ Freeing Alfred, and Got burn, spud W ilkins, cap. 3* p, 47.
Ethdlftani, cap. 3» apud Wilkins, p. 58, L L . Ethelr. § 4. 

W ilkins, p. 117, * Spelman, in voce Wapentake.
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function k. H is office alfo impowered.him to guard AF^ 
the rights o f the crown in the county* and' to levy « >**" J 
the fines im pofed; which in that age formed no 
Contemptible part o f the public revenue.

T h ere  lay an appeal* m default o f  juftice5 from 
all thefe courts £6 the king himfelf in council; and: 
as the people* fenfible o f  the equity and great talents 
o f Alfred* placed their chief ^confidence in him* he 
was loon overwhelmed with appeals from all parts, 
o f  England. H e  was indefatigable in the diipatcfr 
o f thefe caiifes 1 * but finding that his time muft be, 
entirely engrofled by this branch o f  duty* , he re- 
folved to obviate the inconvenience* by correcting 
the ignorance or corruption o f  the inferior m agis
trates* from which it arofem. H e  took care to 
have his nobility inftrudted in letters and the lawsn:
H e choie the earls and iheriffs from among the men ’ 
m oil celebrated for probity and knowledge: H e; 
puniihed feverely all malverfation in office0: A nd 
he removed all the earls, whom he found unequal* 
to the truftp; allowing only fome o f the more el
derly to ferve by a deputy* till their death ihould \ 
make room for more worthy fuccefibrs.

T he better to guide the magiftrates in the admi- 
niftration o f juftice* Alfred framed a body o f laws; 
which* though now loft* ferved long as the bafis o f  
Englifh jurifprudence* and . is generally deemed the 
origin of what is denominated the c o m m o n  l a w .
H e  appointed regular meetings o f  the ftates o f 
England twice a year in Londonq; a city which he 
himfelf had repaired and beautified* and which he 
thus rendered the capital o f the kingdom. T h e fi- 
milarity o f thefe Inftitutions to the cuftoms o f  the an
cient Germans* to the practice o f the other northern 
conquerors* and to the Saxon laws during the H ep- :

Ingulf, p, S70. 1 After. p. m Ibid.
Flor. Wigorn. p. 594. Abbas Rieval, p. 355. R Flor. W igonu 
p. 594* Brorapton, p* S14. 0 Le Miroir de Juftice* chap* a-
? After, p, a©*, s Le Miroir de Juftice,
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C H A P ,  tarchv, prevents us from regarding Alfred as the 
IL foie author of this plan o f government; and leads

* us rather to think, that,- like a wife rran; he con-*
tented himfelf with reformings extending, and exe  ̂
curing the inftitutions which he found previoufty 
eftabliflied, But, on the whole, fuch fuccefs at
tended his" legiflation, that every thing bore fud- 
'denly a new face, in England: Robberies and ini- 

■ quities.of all kinds were reprelfed by the punifh- 
ment or reformation of the criminals r ; And io ex  ̂
a£l was the general police, that Alfred, it is faid, 
hung up, by way o f bravado, golden bracelets near 
the highways; and no man dared to touch them % 
Y et, amidft theft' rigours o f juftice, this great 
prince preferved th  ̂ moit facred regard to the liberty 
o f his people; aid  it is a memorable fen ti ment 
preferved in his will, that it was juft the Englifh 
ihould for ever remain as free as their own thoughts k 

v As good morals and knowledge are almeft infe- 
. parable, in every age, though not in every indi

vidual; the care of Alfred for the encouragement of 
learning among his fubjefts, was another ufeful 
branch of his legiflation, and tended to reclaim the 
Englifh from their former diffolute and ferocious 
manners: Butfthe king was guided in this purfuit, 
lefrby political views, than by his natural bent and 
propenfity towards letters. When he came to the 
throne, he found the nation funk into the grofleft 
ignorance and barbarifm, proceeding from the con
tinued diforders in. the government, and from the 
ravages of the Danes *. T h e monafteries were de- 
ftroyed, the monks butchered or difperfed, their 
libraries burnt; and thus the only feats o f erudition . 
in thofe ages were totally fubverted. Alfred him
felf complains, that on his acceffion he knew not 
one perfon, fouth of the Thames, who could fo; 
much as interpret the Latin fervice^ and very few

r Ingulf], p= 2,7, s W« Malmef. lib. s. cap, a . 1 AiTer.
P‘ H-
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in the northern parts, who had even reached that 
pitch o f erudition. But this prince invited over the 
fnoft celebrated feholars from all parts of Europe j 
he eftablifhed fchools every where for the inftruc- 
tion o f his people; he founded, at leaft repaired, 
the univerfity o f Oxford, and endowed it with many 
privileges, revenues, and immunities3 he enjoined 
by law all freeholders poffeifed o f two hyde$u o f 
land or more to fend their children to fchool for 
their inftru&ion; he gave preferment both in church 
and Hate to iuch only as had made feme proficiency 
in knowledge: A nd by all theie expedients he had 
the fatisfaftion, before his deaths to fee a great 
change in the face o f affairs; and in a work o f  his, 
which is ftill extant, he congratulates himfelf on the 
progrefs which learning, under his patronage, had 
already made in England.

B u t  the moft effectual expedient, employed by 
Alfred, for the encouragement o f learning, was his 
own example, and the conftant afliduity with which, 
notwithftanding the multiplicity and urgency o f his 
affairs, he employed himfelf in the purfuits o f 
knowledge. H e ufually divided his time into three 
equal portions: One was employed in fleep, and 
the refe£tion o f his body by diet and exercife 3 an
other in the diipatch o f bufinds* a third in itudy 
and devotion j and that he might more exaftlymea- 
fore the hours, .he made ufe o f burning tapers c f  
equal length, which he fixed in lanthorns^ an ex
pedient fuited to that rude age, when the geometry 
o f dialling, and the mechanifm o f clocks and 
watches, were totally unknown. And by fuch a re
gular diftribution o f his time, though he often la
boured under great bodily infirmities *, this martial 
kero, who fought in perfon fifty-fix battles by fta

u A hytle contained land fuiHcient to employ ore plough. See H. 
Hunt. lib. 6. in A. JD, ioog. Anna]. Waver!* in A. D.  to?3. 
Oervaie of Tiibury fays, it commonly contained about too acres.

w Afier. p. W. Malm, lib, z.  cap. 4., Ingulf, p. S;o.
* After., p.4, i2, 13. *7,
You. I. H
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C H A P ,  and land7, was able, during a life o f no extraordk 
, nary length, to acquire more knowledge, and even 

to cornpofe more books, than moil ftudious men, 
though bleft with the greateft leifure and applica
tion, have, in more fortunate ages, made the ob- 
je d  o f their uninterrupted induftry..

Sensible that the people, at all times, especially 
when their underftandings are obftrucled by igno
rance and bad education, are not much fufceptible 
o f fpeculative inftrudion, Alfred endeavoured to 
convey his morality by apologues, parables, flories, 
apophthegms, couched in poetry 3 and befides pro
pagating, among his fúbjeds, former compofitions 
o f that kind, which he found in the Saxon tongue % 
he exercifed his genius in inventing works o f a like, 
nature ^ as well as in mandating from the Greek the 
elegant fables of AEfop, H e alfo gave Saxon trank 
lations o f Orofius's and Bede's hiftories; and of 
Boethius concerning the confolation o f philofophy \ 
And he deemed it nowife derogatory from his other 
great charaders o f fovereign, legiflatbr, ^warrior, 
and politician, thus to lead the way to his people in 
the purfuits of literature.

M eanwhile, this prince was not negligent in 
encouraging the vulgar and mechanical arts, which 
have a more fenfible, though not a clofer, connexion 
with the interefts of fociety. H e invited, from all 
quarters, induftrious foreigners to repeople his 
country,, which had been defolated by the ravages of 
the Danesc. H e introduced and encouraged manu- 
fadures of all kinds 3 and no inventor or improver 
o f any ingenious art did he fuffer to go unrewarded.d. 
H e prompted men of adivity to betake themfelves 
to navigation, to pufh commerce into the moll re
inóte countries, and to acquire riches by propagating

y W . MaJm. lib. 4. cap. 4. z After. p, 13. a Spelmaa, 
p. 124. Abbas Rieva], p. 355. b \ y . M alm . lib. ii. cap. 4.
Brompton, p. 814. c After, p. 13. F lbr. W igorn , p. .588.

! d Afler. p. so . ■
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induftry among their fellow-citizens. H e fet apart c h a p , 
a feventh portion o f  his own revenue, for maintain- , ^
ing a number o f workmen,' whom he conftantly 
employed in rebuilding the ruined cities, cattles* 
palaces, and roonafteries e. Even the elegancies o f 
life were brought to him from the Mediterranean 
and the Indies f * and his fubjedts* by feeing thole 
productions o f the peaceful arts, were taught to re- 
fpedfc the virtues, o f juftice and induftry* from which 
alone they could arife. Both living and dead, A l
fred was regarded by foreigners, no lefs than by his 
own.fubjedts, as the greateft prince after Charle
magne that had appeared in Europe during feveral 
ages, and as one o f the wifeft and beft that had ever 
adorned the annals o f any nation-,

A l fr e d  'had, by his wife, Ethelfwitha, daughter 
of a Mercian earl, three fons and three daughters,
The eldeft fon> Edmund,- died without iffue, in his 
father's lifetime. The third, Ethel ward, inherited 
his father's paffion for letters, and lived a private life.
The fecond, Edward, fucceeded to his power* and 
pafles by the appellation o f Edward the Elder, being 
the firib o f that name who fat on the English throne,

A E F R E D .  gg

E D W A R D  the Elder,

*np H l S  prince, who equalled his father in military 
^ talents, though inferior to him in knowledge 

and erudition % found immediately on his accef- 
iion, a fpecimen o f that turbulent life to which all 
princes, and even all individuals, were expoied, in 
an age when men, lefs reftrained by law or juftice, 
and lefs occupied by induftry, had no aliment for 
their inquietude, but wars, infurreitions, convul- 
fiomv rapine, ’and depredation* Ethdwald, his 
coulin-german, fon of king Ethdbert, the elder

e After. p. 20, 
lib. 2, cap. 4.
P- 4^i*

W . Malm. lib. a. cap'. 4- 
£ W . Malmef, iib.
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C HA P -  brother of Alfred, infilled on his preferable tide h p 

, and arming his partizans, took pofleffion o f W in- 
burne, where he feemed determined to defend hirn- 
felf to the laft extremity, and to await the ifiue o f 
his pretenfions h But when the king approached 
the town with a great army, Ethelwald, having the 
profpeit of ceitain deftruCtion, made his efcape, and 
fled firft into Normandy, thence into Northumber
land; where he hoped that the people, who had been 
recently fubdued by Alfred, and whcrwere impatient 
o f peace, would, on the intelligence o f that great 
prince’s death, feize the firft pretence or opportunity 
o f rebellion* The event did not difappoint his ex
pectations : The Northumbrians declared for him k*. 
and Ethelwald, having thus connected his interefts 
with the Danifh tribes, went beyond fea, and col
lecting a body o f thefe freebooters, he excited the 
hopes o f all thofe who had been accuftomed to fub- 
lift by rapine and violence1. T h e Eaft-Anglian 
Danes joined his p a r t y T h e  Five-burgers, who 
were feated in the heart o f Mercia, began to put 

„ themfelves in m otion; and the Englilh found that 
they were again menaced with thofe convulfions, 
from which the valour and policy of Alfred had fo 
lately refcued them. The rebels, headed by Ethel
wald, made an incurfaon into the counties o f Glo- 
cefter, Oxford, and W ilts; and having exercifed, 
their ravages in thefe places, they retired with their 
booty, before the king, who had aflembled an army, 
was able to approach them. Edward, however, 
who was determined that his preparations fhould not 
be fruitlefs, conducted his- forces into Eaft-Anglia, 
and retaliated the injuries which the inhabitants had 
committed, by fpreading the like devaluation- among 
them. Satiated with revenge, and loaded with 
booty, he gave orders to retire : But the authority

k Chron. Sax, p, 99.. too. * Ibid, p. 100. m  Hunting,
lib* 5. p. 352. k Cinon. Sax* p, 100. H, Hunting, lib. 5,. p. 352.

1 Ch ¿'on. Sax. p. zoo. Chron- Abb. St, Petri de Uurgo, p. 24,
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o f thoie ancientifeingfi, which was feeble in peace, 
was not much^better eftablifhed in the field; and 
the Kentiih men, greedy o f more ipoil, ventured, 
contrary to repeated orders, to ftay behind him, 
and to take up their quarters in Bury, This dif- 
obedience proved in the iffue fortunate to Edward* 
The Danes affaulted the Kentiih m en; but met 
with fo vigorous a refiftance, that, though they 
gained the field o f battle, they bought that advan
tage by the lofs o f  their' braveit leaders, and among 
the reft, by that o f Ethelwald, who perifhed in the 
action111. T h e king, freed from the fear o f fo dan
gerous a competitor, made peace on advantageous 
terms with the. Eaft-Anglesn*

I n order to reftore England to fuch a ftate o f 
tranquillity as it was then capable of attaining, 
nought was wanting but the fubjeftion o f the Nor
thumbrians, who, afiifted by the fcattered Danes in 
Mercia, continually infefted the bowels of the king
dom* Edward, in order to divert the force o f thefe 
enemies, prepared a fleet to attack them by fea; 
hoping that when his ihips appeared on their coaft, 
they muft at leaft remain at home, and provide for 
their defence. But the Northumbrians were lefs 
anxious to fecure their own property, than greedy to 
commit fpoil on their enemy; and concluding, that 
the chief ftrength o f the Engliih was embarked on 
board the fleet, they thought the opportunity fa
vourable, and entered Edward's territories with all 
fheir forces* T h e king, w ho' was prepared againft 
this event, attacked them on their return at Teten- 
hall in the county o f  Stafford, put them to rout, re
covered all the booty, and purfued them with great 

' Slaughter into their own country.
A ll the reft o f Edward’s reign was a fcene o f 

continued and fuccefsful aftion againft the N or
thumbrians, the Eaft-Angles, the Five-burgers,

m Chron, Sax. p, i o i* Brompton, p. 832* n Chnm* Sax*
p. j o ; ,  Brom-pton, p. 832. Mattiu Weft. p. xSs*
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C H AP. and the foreign Danes, who invadtd him from Nor-.;
IX‘ rnandy andBritanny. N or was he Tefs provident in 

potting his kingdom in a pofhire of defence, than 
vigorous in affaulting the enemy. H e fortified the 
tpwns o f  Chefter, Eddefbury, Warwic, Cher bury, 

■ Buckingham, Towcefter, Maldon, Huntingdon, 
and Colchefter. H e fought two fignal battles at 
Temsford and Maldon °. H e vanquished Thurke- 
tiil, a great Danifh chief, and obliged him to retire 
with his followers into France, in q u efto f Ipoiland 
adventures. H e fubdued the Eaft-Angles, and 
forced them to fwear1 allegiance to him : H e ex
pelled the two rival princes o f Northumberland, 
Reginald and Sidroc, and acquired, for theprefent, 
the dominions o f that province: Several tribes of 
the Britoiis were fubjedted by him ; and even the 
Scots, who, during the reign o f Egbert, bad, tin
der the eonduft of Kenneth, their king, increafed 
their power by the final fubjebbionof the Pidts, were 
neverthelefs obliged to give him marks o f fubrnif- 
fionp. In all thefe fortunate atchievements he was 
affifted by the aftivity and prudence of his lifter 
Ethelfleda, who was widow o f Ethel bert, earl of 
Mercia, and who, after her hufband’s death, re
tained the government o f that province. This 
princels, who had been reduced to extremity in 
child-bed, refufed afterwards all commerce-with her 
huiband; not from any weak, fuperftitioh, as was 
common in that age, but becaufe fire deemed all 
domeftic occupations unworthy^ of her mafculine 
and ambitious fpirith She died before her bro
ther; and Edward, during the remainder o f his 
reign, took upon himfelf the immediate government 
of Mercia, which before had been entrufted to the 
authority of a* governor h T h e Saxon Chronicle

. 0 Chron, Sax. p. log. F]or. Wigorn. p. 601. p Chron.
Sax. p. u o , Hoveclen, p. 421, q W . Maimef. Jib. cap. 5..
Matth. Wcftr p. Ingulf, p. 28, Higden, p. a6i. r Chron *
S3£. p- 110. Brdbptoiij p. 831. 'u -

to* H I S T O R Y  O F  E N G L A N D .

5 fixes



A T H E L S T A N . 103
fixes the death of this prince in 9253: H is kin 
dom devolved to Athelflan, his natural fon.

g , C HAP ,  
II,

A T H E L S T A N ,

H  E  ftain in this prince’s birth was not* in thofe 9*5. 
■ times, deemed fo confiderable as to exclude 
him from the throne; and Athelflan, being of an 
age, as well as o f a capacity, fitted for government, 
obtained the preference to Edward’s younger chil
dren, who, though legitimate, were o f too tender 
years to rule a nation fo much expoied both to fo
reign invafion and to domeftic eoavulfions, Some 
difcontents, however, prevailed on his acceffion; 
and Alfred, a nobleman o f confiderable power, was 
thence encouraged to enter into a confpiracy againfl 
him. This incident is related by hiftorians with 
circumftances which the reader, according to the de-* 
gree o f credit he is difpofed to give them, may im
pute either to the invention o f monks, who forged 
them, or to their artifice, who found means o f mak- 
ing them real. Alfred, it is faid, being feized upon 
flrong fufpicions, but without any certain proofs 
firmly denied the confpiracy imputed to him 5 and 
in order to juftify himfelf, he offered to fwear to his 
innocence before the pope, whole perfon, it was fup- 
poied, contained fuch fuperior fanftity, that no one 
could prefume to give a falfe oath in his prefence, 
and yet hope to efcape the immediate vengeance o f  
heaven. T h e king accepted o f the condition,, and 
Alfred was conduced to Rome s where, either can- 
fcious o f his innocence, or negleiting the fuperiti- 
tion to which he appealed, he ventured to make the 
oath required o f  him, before John, who then filled 
the papal chair. But no fooner had he pronounced 
the fatal words, than - he fell into convulfions, o f 
which, three days after, he expired. T h e king, as

5 Page 1 xo*
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i f  the guilt o f  the conlpirator were now fully afcer- 
tained, confifcated his eftate, and made a prefent o f 
it to the monaftery o f Malmeibury.* \ fecure that no 
doubts would ever thenceforth be entertained eon* 
cerning the juflice o f his proceedings*

T he dominion of-Athelftan was no iboner efta- 
bliihed over his Engliih fubjedts, than he endear 
voured to give feeurityto the government, by pro. 
viding againil the infurredtions o f the Danes, which 
had created fo much difturbance to his predeceffors. 
H e marched into Northumberland; and finding 
that the inhabitants bore with impatience the Englifti 
yoke, he thought it prudent to confer on Sithric, a 
Pahiih nobleman, the title o f King, and to attach 
him to his interefts, by giving him his filler, E.ditha, 
in marriage. But this policy. proved by accident 
the fource o f dangerous confequences. Sithric died 
in a twelvemonth after 3 and his two fons by a for
mer marriage, Anlaf and Godfrid, founding pre- 
teniions on their father’s elevation, aflumed: the fo- 
vereignty without waiting for Athenian’s content. 
They were foon expelled by the power o f that mo* 
narch; and the former took'ihelter in Ireland, as 
the- latter did in Scotland \ where he received, dur
ing fome time, protedion from Confiantine, who 
then enjoyed the crown of that kingdom. The 
Scottish prince, however, continually folicited, and 
even menaced by Athelftan, at laft promifed to de
liver up his-gueftj but fecretly detefting this trea
chery, he gave Godfrid warning to make his 
efcape u j and that fugitive, after fubfifting by piracy 
for fome'years, freed the king, by his death, from 
any farther anxiety. Athelftan, refenting Confta«- 
tine’s behaviour, entered Scotland with an armyj 
and ravaging the country with i m p u n i t y h e  re
duced the Scots to fucfr diftrefs, that their king wa^

HI S TORY OF E NG L A ND.

. c w - M alm . lib. t .  cap, Spell. Cone, p. 407.  ̂ M alm ,
lib . 2. cap. 6. v  Chrpa, p. 31** Hoye^ert, p.> 42s*
fi» Hunting, lib. 5, p. 354» ' ’ '
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A T  H E  L S T  A N, tof
content to preferve his crown* by making lubmif- c h a p , 
fions to the enemy, T h e Engliih hiftorians aflert*, n * 
that Conftantine did homage to Athelftan for his 
kingdom j and they add* that the latter prince, 
being urged by his courtiers to puih the.prefent fa
vourable opportunity, and entirely fubdue Scotland, 
replied, that it was more glorious to confer than 
Conquer kingdoms7, But thofe annals, fb uncer
tain and imperfect in themfelves, lofe all credit, 
when national prepofleffions and animoiities have 
place: And on that account, the Scotch hiftorians, 
who, without having any more knowledge o f . the 
matter, ftrenuoufly deny the fait, feem more worthy 
o f belief.

C o n s t a n t in e ,  whether he owed the retaining o f 
his crown to the moderation of Athelftan, who was 
unwilling to employ all his advantages againft him, 
or to the policy bf that prince, who efteeriied the 
humiliation o f an enemy a greater acquifition than 
the fubjeition o f a difcontented and mutinous peo
ple, thought the behaviour o f the Engliih monarch 
more an objeifc o f relentment than o f gratitude.
H e entered into a confederacy with Anlaf, who had 
coileited a great body o f Daniih pirates, whom he 
found hovering in the Irifh feas* and with fome 
W elih princes, who were terrified at the-growing 
power o f  Athelftan: And all thefe allies made by 
concert an. irruption with a great army into Eng
land. Athelftan, collefting his forces, met the 
enemy near Brunfbury in Northumberland, and de
feated them in a general engagement. T h is victory 
was chiefly afcribed to the valour o f Turketul, the 
Engliih chancellor: For in thofe turbulent ages, no 
one was fo much occupied in civil employments, as 
wholly to lay afide the military chara&er2,

* Hoyeden, p, 342, y W . Malmef, lib* 2. cap. £, Anglia
Sacra} vol. 1. p* u%r z The office of chancellor among the
Anglo-Saxons reiembled more that of a fecretary of ftate, than that

ouryrelent chancellor* See Spellman ¿a voce Gav&fisn'tis*
T here
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II.

io6
T here is a cireumftance, not unworthy o f no

tice, which hiftorians relate with regard to the tranf- 
aftions o f  this war. Anlaf, on the approach o f the 
Engliih army, thought that he could not venture too 
much to enfure a fortunate event; '  and employing 
the artifice formerly praftifed by Alfred againft the 
Danes, he entered the enemy V  camp in the habit 
o f a mlnibel. The ftratagem was for the prefent 
attended with like fuccefs. H e gave fuch fatif- 
fafti.cn to the fbldiers, who flocked about him, that 
they introduced him to the king’s tent 5 and Anlaf^ 
having played before that prince and his nobles 
during their repaft, was difmiffed with a handfome 
reward* His prudence kept him from refufmg the 
prefent; but his pride determined him, on his de
parture, to bury it, while he fancied that he was 
uneipied by all the world. But a foldier in AtheL 
ftan’s camp, who had formerly ferved under Anlaf, 
had been ftruck with fbme fufpicion on the firft ap
pearance of the minftrel; and was engaged by cu- 
riofity to obferve all his motions. H e regarded this 
laft action as a full proof o f A nlaPs difguife; and 
he immediately carried, the intelligence to Athelftan, 
who blamed him for not fooner giving him inform
ation, that he might5 have feiz'ed his enemy. But 
the foldier told him, ■ that, as he had formerly fworn 
fealty to Anlaf, he could never have pardoned him- 
feIf the treachery of betraying and ruining his an
cient matter; and that Athelftan himfelf, after fuch 
an inftance of his criminal conduft, would have had 
equal reafon to diftruft his allegiance. Athelftan, 
having praifed the generofit-y o f the foldier5 s prin
ciples, reflefted on the incident, which he forefaw 
might be attended with important confeque.nces; 
H e removed his ftatioa in the cam p; and as. a bi~ 
iliop arrived that evening with a reinforcement o f 
troops (for the ecclefiaftics were then no lefs war
like than the civil magiftrates), he occupied with 
his train that very place which had been left vacant by

the
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the king’s removal* The precaution o f  A  thelftai  ̂ C h a p , 
was found prudent: For no fooner had darknef§ , 
fallen, ‘than A nlaf broke into the camp, and haften- 
ing direfitly to the place where he had left the king’s 
tent, put the biihop to deaths before he had time to 
prepare for his" defence V

T here fell feveral Danifh and W elih princes in 
the aftion o f Brunfburyb; and Conftantine and A n- 
laf made their efcape with difficulty, leaving the 
greater part o f  their army on the field o f battle.
After this fuccefs, Athelftan enjoyed his crown in 
tranquillity; and he is regarded as one o f the 
ableft and moft adtive o f thofe ancient princes. H e 
paired a remarkable law* which was calculated for 
the encouragement o f commerce, and which Jt re
quired feme liberality o f mind in that age to have 
devifed: That a merchant, who had made three 
long fea-voyages on-his own account, Ihould be ad
mitted to the rank o f  a thane or gentleman, This 
prince died at Glocefter in the year 941% after a 
feign o f fixteen yearsj  and was luceeeded by Ed- 
?nund, his legitimate brother,
4 - t ’
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E D M U N D .

"C 'D M U N D , on his aeceffion, met with difturb- 
ance from the reftlefs Northumbrians, who lay 

in wait for every opportunity o f breaking into re
bellion. But marching fuddenly with his forces into 
their country, he fo overawed the rebels, that they 
endeavoured to appeafe him by the moft humble 
fubmiffionsd* In order to give him the lurer pledge 
o f their obedience, they offered to embrace Chris
tianity; a religion which, the Engliih Danes had 
frequently profeffed, when reduced to difficulties, 
but which, for that very reafon, they regarded as a

a W . Malmef. Jib. 2. cap. 6. Higden, p.263. b Brampton, 
p. S39- Ingulf, p, 29. c Chron. Sax* p* 114., d W .Malmef,
]ib* 2. cap* 7, 'Brampton, p. S57.

badge



C H A P ,  badge o f  fervitude, and fliook off as loon as a fa*. 
y  , vourable opportunity offered. Edmund, trufting 

: little to their fincerity in this forced fubmiffion, ufed 
the precaution o f removing the Five-burgers from 
the towns o f Mercia, in which they had been aE 
lowed to fettle; becaufe it was always found, that 
■ they took advantage o f every commotion, and in
troduced the rebellious or foreign Danes into the 
heart o f the kingdom. H e alfo conquered Cum 
berland from the Britons; and conferred that terri
tory on Malcolm king of Scotland, on condition 
that he fhould do him homage for it, and protect 
the north from all future incurfions o f the Danes.

E dmund was young when he came to the crown; 
yet was his reign fhort, as his death was violent. 
One day as he was folémnizing a feftival in - the 
county o f Glocefter, he remarked, that Eeolf^ a 
notorious robber, whom he had ientenced to ba- 
niihment, had yet the boldnefs to enter the hall 
where he himfelf dined, and to fit at table with his 
attendants. Enraged at this infolence, he ordered 
him to leave the room ; but on his refufing to obey,

' the king, whofe temper, naturally choleric, was in-* 
flamed by this additional infult, leaped on him him
felf, and feized him by the hair: But the ruffian, 
pufhed to extremity, drew his dagger, and gave 
Edmund a wound, o f which he immediately ex
pired. This event happened in the year 946/ and 
in the fixth year of the king's reign. Edmund left 
male-iflue, but fo young, that they were incapable 
o f governing the kingdom ; and his brother, Edred, 
was promoted to the throne,

E  D R  E  B .

H6- H P H E  reign of this prince, as thofe of his pre,- 
b ■ deceifors, was difturbed by the rebellions and 
incurfions of the Northumbrian Danes, who, though 
frequently quelled, were never entirely fubdued,

nor
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Hör had ever paid a fincere allegiance to the crown 
o f England. T h e acceffion o f a new king feemed 
to them a favourable opportunity for fliaking off 
the yoke ? but on Edred’s appearance with an army, 
they made him their wonted fubmiffions? and the 
king, having wafted the country with fire and 
fiword  ̂ as a puniihment o f their rebellion, obliged 
them to renew their oaths o f allegiance? and he 
ftraight retired with his forces. The obedience o f 
the Danes lafted no longer than the prefent terror* 
Provoked at the devaftations o f Edred, and even 
reduced b y  neceflity to fubfift on plunder, they 
broke into a new rebellion, and were again fub- 
dued: But the king, now inftrufted by experience, 
took greater precautions againft their future revolt* 
H e  fixed Englilh garrifons in their moft eonfider- 
able towns ? and placed over them an Englifh go
vernor, who might watch all their motions, and 
iupprefs any infurreffion on its firft appearance* 
H e obliged alfo Malcolm, king o f Scotland, to re
new his homage for the lands which he held in 
England.

E d r e d , though not unwarlike, nor unfit fo r  
aftive life, lay under the influence o f the loweft iu- 
pe r flit ion 5 and had blindly delivered over his con
fidence tq the guidance o f  Dunftan, commonly 
called St. Dunftan, abbot o f Glaftenbury, whom 
he advanced to the higheft offices, and who co
vered, under the appearance o f fanflity, the moft 
violent and moft infbknt ambition, Taking ad
vantage o f the implicit confidence repofed in him 
by the king, this churchman imported into E ng
land a new order o f monks, who much changed the 
ftate of ecclefiaftical affairs, and excited, on their 
firft eftablifhment, the moft violent commotions.

F r o m  the introduction of Chriftianity among the 
Saxons, there had been monafleries in England? 
and thefe eftabiifhrnents had extremely multiplied, 
by the donations of the princes and nobles ? whofe

fu perftU



C H A P ,  fuperftition, derived from their ignorance jmd pre  ̂
fi llt } carious, life* and increafed by remorfes for the 

~ ,r” ' crimes into which they were fo frequently betrayed, 
knew no other expedient for appeafing the Deity 
than a profufe liberality towards, the ecclefiaftics* 
But the monks had hitherto been a Ipecies of fecular 
priefls, who lived after the manner o f the prefent 
canons or prebendaries, and were both intermingled* 
in fome degree, with the world, and endeavoured 
to render themfelves ufeful to ir* They were em
ployed in the education of youth6 s They had the 
difpofal o f their own time and induftry: They were 
not fubjefted to the rigid rules o f an order: They 
had made no vows o f implicit obedience to their 
fuperiorsf : And they ftill retained the choice, with
out quitting the convent, either o f a married or a 
fingle life5. But a miftaken piety had produced in 
Italy a new fpecies o f monks, called Benedidtines ; 
who, carrying farther the plaufxble principles o f mor  ̂
tification, fecluded themfelves entirely from the 
world, renounced all claim to liberty, and made a 
merit of the moil inviolable chaftity. Thefe prac
tices and principles, which fuperftition at ftrft en
gendered, were greedily, embraced and promoted by 
the policy o f the court o f Rome. T h e Roman 
pontiff, who was making every day great, advances 
towards an abfolute fovereignty over the eccle- 
fiaftics, perceived that the celibacy o f the clergy 
alone could break off entirely - their connexion with 
the civil power, and depriving them of every other 
obje£t of ambition, engage them to promote, with ' 
uneeaiing induftry, the grandeur of their own order* 
H e was lenfible, that fo long as the monks were in
dulged in marriage, and were permitted to rear fa
milies, they never could be fubje£led to ftrift dif- 
cipline, or reduced to that flavery under their

e Oiberne in Anglia Sacra, tom. 3. p, 92. f Ofberne, p. 91.
S See Wharton’s notes to Anglia Sacra, tom. a. p. 917 Gervafe/ 

P* I 4̂S* Chron. Wint. MS, apud SpeiJ, Cone, p, 4.-34..
fuperiors,
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n r
fuperiors, which was requiiite to procure to the C H ^P» 
mandates, iffiied from Rome, a ready and 2ealous t f 
obedience. Celibacy, therefore, began to be ex
tolled, as the indifpenfable duty of priefts; and the 
pope undertook to make all the clergy throughout 
the weftern world renounce at once the privilege o f 
marriage: A  fortunate policy; but at the fame 
time an undertaking the moil difficult of any, iince 
he had the ftrongeft propenfkies o f human nature to 
encounter, and found, that the fame connexions 
with the female fex, which generally encourage de
votion, were here unfavourable to the fuccefs of his 
projeit. It is no wonder, therefore, that this mafter- 
ftroke of art Ihould have met with violent contra- 
diftion, and that the interefts of the hierarchy, and 
the inclinations o f the priefts, being now placed in 
this Angular oppofition, ihould, notwithftanding the 
continued efforts of Rome, hav*e retarded the exe
cution of that bold fcheme during the courfe o f 
near three centuries.

A s the biihops and parochial clergy lived apart 
with their families, and were more connected with 
the world, the hopes o f fuccefs with them wqre 
fainter* and the pretence for making them renounce 
nciarriage was much le'fs plauiible. But the pope, 
having caft his eye on the monks as the bafts o f his 
authority, ‘ was determined to reduce them under 
ftri£t rules o f obedience, to procure them the credit 
o f fandlity by an appearance o f the moft rigid mor
tification, and to break off all their other ties which 
might interfere with his fpiritual policy. Under 
pretence, therefore, o f reforming abufes, which 
were, in fome degree, unavoidable in the ancient 
eftabliihments, he had already fpread over the 
fouthern countries of Europe the fevere laws o f the 
monaftic life, and began to form attempts towards 
a like innovation in England. The favourable op
portunity offered itfelf (and it was greedily feixed),

ariflng
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CHAP, arifing from the weak Fuperftition of Edred, and the 
violent impetuous- charafter of Dunftan.

^ ' D u n s t a n  was born of noble parents in the weft 
of England; and being educated under his* uncle 
Aldhelm, then archbilhop of Canterbury, had be
taken himfelf to the ecclefiaftical life, and had ac
quired feme chara&er in the court of Edmund.- 
He was, however, reprefented to that prince as a 
man of licentious manners hj and finding his for
tune, blafted by thefe fufpicions, his ardent ambition 
prompted him to repair his indiferetions, by run
ning into an oppofite extreme. He fecluded him
felf entirely from the world; he framed a cell fb 
fmall, that he could neither ftand ereft in it, nor 
ftretch out his limbs during his repofe; and he here 
employed himfelf perpetually either in devotion or 
in manual labour'. It is probable, that his brain 
became gradually ’crazed by thefe folitary occupa
tions, and that his head was filled with chimeras, 
which, being believed by himfelf and his ftupid 
votaries, procured him the general chara&er of 
fanciity among the people. He fancied that the 
devil, among the frequent vifits which he paid him, 
was one day more earneft than ufual in his tempta
tions; till Dunftan, provoked at his importunity, 
ieized him by the nofe with a pair of red hot pin- 

, cers, as he put his head into the cell; and he held
him there, till that malignant fpirit made the whole 
neighbourhood refound with his bellowings. This 
notable exploit was ferioufly credited and extolled 
by the public; it is tranfmitted to pofterity by one 
who, confidering the age in which he lived, may 
pafs ror a writer of iome elegance1' ; and it infured 
to Dunftan a reputation which no real piety, much 
left virtue, could, even in the moil enlightened pe
riod, have ever procured him with the people.

b Ofterne, p. 95. Matt. Weft, p. 187. i Oiberne, p. j 5,
Giberne* p* 97, •

. ’ S upported
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SxjppokTlr* by the cliarafter'obtained In his re- c h a p . 
treaty Dunftan appeared again in the world; and t IL _j 
gained fuch an afcendant over Edred,_ who had fuc- 
ceeded to the crown, as made him, not only the 
director o f that prince’s confcience, but his.coun- 
iellor in the moft momentous affairs o f govern
ment, H e was placed at tire head o f  the trea-fury1, 
and being thus poifeifed both o f  power at court, and 
o f  credit with the populace, he was enabled to at
tempt with fuccefs the moft arduous enterprifes*
Finding that his advancement had been owing to 
the opinion o f his aufterity, he profeffed himfelf a 
partizan o f the rigid monadic rules; and after in
troducing that reformation into the convents o f 
Glaftenbury and Abingdon, he endeavoured to render 
it tmiverfal in the kingdom, *

T he minds o f men were already well prepared 
for this innovation. T h e praifes o f  an inviolable 
chaftity had been carried to the higheft extravagance 
by feme o f the firft preachers o f  Chriftianity among 
the Saxons: The pleafures o f  love had been repre
sented as incompatible with Chriftian perfection;
A nd a total abftinence from all commerce with the 
fex was deemed fuch a meritorious penance, as was 
jfufficient to atone for the greateft enormities. T h e 
coniequence feemed natural, that thole, at leaft, 
who officiated at the altar ihould be clear o f  this 
pollution; and when the doctrine o f tranfubflantia- 
tion, which was now creeping in®, was once fully 
eftabliihed, the reverence to the read body o f  Chrift 
in the eucharift bellowed on this argument an addi
tional force and influence. T h e monks knew how 
to avail themfelves of all thefe popular topics, and 
to fet off their own character to the belt advantage.
T h ey affected the greateft aufterity o f life and man
ners : They indulged themfelves in the higheft 
ftrains of devotion: They inveighed bitterly againit

1 Oiberne, p, 102, Wallingford, p, 541, ** Spell- Cone,
YOl, I- p. 4-5^,
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the vices and pretended luxury of the age: They 
were particularly vehement againft the diiiblute liveis 
of the feeular clergy, their rivals: Every inftance 
o f libertinifm in any individual of that order was re- 
prefented as a general corruption: And where other 
topics of defamation were wanting, their marriage 
became a fore fubjedt o f invective, and their wives 
received the name o f concubine, dr other more op
probrious appellation, The fectilar clergy, on the 
other hand, who were numerous and rich, and pof- 

, Defied o f the ecclefiaftical dignities, defended them- 
felves with vigour, and • endeavoured to retaliate 
upon their adverfaries. The people were thrown 
into agitation 5 and few inftances occur o f more 4 
violent diiTenfions, excited by the moft material dif
ferences in religion ; or rather by the moft frivolous: 
Since it is a juft remark, that the more affinity there 
is between theological parties, tire greater commonly 
is their animofity,

TnEprogrefs o f the monks, which was1 become 
confiderable, was fomewhat retarded by the death 
of Edred, their partifan, who expired after a reign 
o f nine years11. H e left children ; but as they 
were infants, his nephew Edwy, fon o f Edmund, 
was placed on the throne.

E  E> W  Y .

E D W Y ,  at the time of his accefiion, was not above 
fixteen or feventeen years of age, was -poffefled 

of the moft amiable figure, and was even endowed, 
according to authentic accounts, with the moft pro- 
mifing virtues0. He'would have been the favourite 
o f his people, had he not unhappily; at the com
mencement of his reign, been engaged in a contro- 
veriy with the monks, whqfe rage neither the graces 
o f the body nor virtues o f the mind could mitigate,

51 Chro&i Sax, p*ii5*

and
®’ H, Hunting, lib. 5. p. 356.
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Inâ yffio have purfued his memory with the fame C H À &  
unrelenting vengeance, which they exercifed againft , - ^
His perfon and dignity during hri fhort and unfortu- -
date reign. There was a Beautiful princefs of the 
royal blood, called Elgiva, who had made iriipref- 
lion on the tender héart o f Edwy ; and as lie was o f  
an age when the fbrtë o f the paffidhs firft begins to 
be felt, he had ventured, contrary to the advice o f 
his graveft coiinfellbrs, and the remonftrahcès o f  
the more dignified ec c l e f i a f t i c s t o  efpoufe hëir s 
though fhe was within the degrees b f  affinity prohi
bited by the canon-law*. À s  thé auftërity, âffeéied 
by  the. monks, made them particularly violent on 
this occaiion* Edw y entertained a ftrong prepof- 
ieffion againft them ; and feemed, on that account^ 
determined not to fécond their projeft, bf expelling 
the feculars from all the convents, and o f pbileffirig 
ihemfelves o f fhoie rich efta&lilhmentSi W àr Was
therefore declared between the king arid thè monks ; 
and the former foori found reafon to repent his pro
voking fuch dangerous enemies. On thè day o f his 
coronation, his nobility weré afiembled in a great 
hall, and were indulging themfelves in that riot and 
diforder, Which, From the example o f their German 
anceftors, had become habitual to the ^Englifhr 5 
when Edwy, attracted by fofter pleafures, retired 
into the queeifs apartment, and in that privacy 
gave reins to his fondnefs towards his wife, which 
was only moderately cheeked by thè prefence o f her 
mother. Dunftan conjectured the reafon o f the 
king’s retreat 5 and carrying along with him Odo, 
archbifhop o f Canterbury^ over whom he had 
gained an abfolute afcendant, he burft into the 
apartment, upbraided Edwy with his lafciviouf* 
nefs, probably beftowed on the queen the moft op
probrious epithet that can fee applied to her fex, 
and tearing him from her arms, pufhed him back, „

P W< MalmeH Ub* cap, 7. s Ibid* r Wallingford,
IP* 54***
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C H AP, jn a difgraceful manner, into thé banquet o f  thé 
^ II* , nobles'. Edwy, though young, and oppofed by 
• '**“*** the prejudices o f the people, found an opportunity 

o f  taking revenge for this public infolt. H e ques
tioned Dunilan concerning the adminiftration o f the 
treafury during the reign o f  his predeceiTor'; and 
■ when that minifter refufed to give any account o f 
money expended, as he affirmed,, by orders o f the 
late king, he accufed him o f malverfation in his 
office, and baniflied him the kingdom. But Dun- 
ftan’s cabal was not unaftive during his abfence : 
T hey filled the public with high panegyrics on his 
fanftity : They exclaimed againfl: the impiety o f the 
-king and queen : And having poifoned the minds 
o f  the people by thefe declamations, they proceeded 
to ftill more outrageous afts o f  violence againft the 
royal authority. Archbifbop Odo fent into the pa
lace a party o f  foldiers, who feized the queen, and 
having burned her face with à red-hot iron, in 
order to deftroy that Fatal beauty which had feduced 
Edwy, they carried her by force into Ireland, there 
to remain in perpetual exile“, Edwy, finding it in 
vain to refill, was obliged to confient to his divorcç, 
which was pronounced by Q dow $■ and a catailrophe, 
ftill more difmal, awaited the unhappy Elgiva. 
That amiable princefs, being cured o f her wounds  ̂
and having even obliterated the fears with which 
Odo had hoped to deface her beauty, returned into 
England, and was flying to the embraces of the 
king, whom ihe ftill regarded as her hufband, 
when ihe fell into the hands o f a party, whom the 
primate had fent to intercept her. Nothing but her 
death could now give fecurity to Odo and the 
monies j and the moil cruel death was requifite to 

" fatiate their vengeance;. She was hamftrirrged j and

? W . Malmef. Mb, 2. cap. y . Oibernc, j>. S3. 105.. M . Weft. 
P ‘ TÔ5» 19 '̂* 1 Wallingford, p.' 542, Alur. Beverl. p* ria*

u Gibern^ p, Sq,, Gervaie  ̂p. v/ Hovtidep, p, 42,5*

expired
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expired-a few days after at Glocefter in the moil 
acute torments*.

T he Engliih, blinded with fuperftition* inftead 
o f  being ihocked with his inhumanity* exclaimed 
that the misfortunes o f  Edwy and his xonfort were 
a juft judgment for their diffolute contempt o f the 
ecclefiaftical ftatutes. They even proceeded to re
bellion againft their fovereign f  and having placed 
Edgar at their head* the younger brother o f  Edwy* 
a boy o f thirteen ye^rs o f age* they foon put him 
in poiTeflion o f Mercia* Northumberland, Eaft- 
Anglia * and chafed Edwy into the fouthern coun
ties. That it might not be doubtful at whofe in- 
ftigation this revolt was undertaken, Dunftan re
turned into England, and took upon him the 
government o f  Edgar and his party. H e was firft 
inftalled m the fee o f  Worcefter* then in that o f 
London7* and, on Odo's death* and the violent 
expulfion o f Brithelm* his fucceifqr, 'in that o f Can
terbury^ o f  all which he ttng kept poiTeflion. 
Odo is tranfmitted to us by the monks under the 
character o f  a man o f  piety: Dunftan was even ca
nonized $ and is one o f thofe numerous faints o f the 
fame ftamp who diigrace the Romifli calendar. 
Meanwhile the unhappy Edwy was excommuni
cated % and purfued with unrelenting vengeance; 
but his death* which happened foon after* freed his 
enemies from all farther inquietude* and gave Edgar 
peaceable pofleffion of the government*.

E D G A R .
*

H T H I S  prince, who mounted the throne in fuch 
• early youth, foon difcovered an excellent capa- 

city in the adminiftration o f affairs* and his reign is

* Oibsffne, p, S+* Gervnfe, p. 1645, 1646. r Chroiu Sax,
p. 1x7. Fior. Wigorn. p. 605. Wallingford, p- 544’

* Hoveden, p. 4*5  ̂ Oiberne, p. 109. a Brompton* p, S63.
* S«e note [B] at the end of the volume*
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C H a  p. one of the moil fortunate that we meet with in the
L . ancient Engliih hiftory. H e Showed no averfion to, 

war i he made the wifeft preparations again.it in, 
vaders : And by this vigour ana foreiight he was 
enabled, without any danger o f Suffering infults, to 
indulge his inclination towards peace, and to employ 
himfelf in Supporting and improving the internal 
government o f his kingdom. H e maintained a 
body o f disciplined troops j which he quartered in 
the north,1 in order to keep the mutinous North
umbrians in fubjedion, and to repel the inroads o f 
the Scots. H e built and Supported a'powerful, 
navyb; and that he might retain the feamen in'the 
pradice of their duty, and always prefent a formi
dable armament tP his enemies, he Stationed three 
Squadrons off the coaft, and ordered them to make, 
from time to time, the circuit o f his dominions *. 
T h e foreign Danes dared nqt to approach a country 
which appeared in inch a pofture o f defence: The 
domeftic Danes faw inevitable'deftrudion to be the 
confequence o f their tumults and infurredions: The 
neighbouring Sovereigns, the lung of Scotland, the 
princes of Wales, o f the Iile pf Man, o f the Ork
neys, and even of Ireland', were reduced to pay 
fubmiffion to fo formidable a monarch. H e carried 
his Superiority to a great height, and m}ght have 
pxcited an univerfal combination againft him, had 
not his power been fo well eilabliihed, as to deprive 
his enemies o f all hopes o fih a k in g it . It is laid, 
that refiding once at Chefter, and having purpofed 
to go by water to the abbey o f St. John the Bap tiff 
he obliged eight of his tributary princes to row him 
|n a barge upon the D e e d. The Engliih hiftorians 
are fond of mentioning the name of Kenneth III. 
king o f Scots, among the number: T h e Scottiih 
hiftorians either deny the fad, or affert that their

 ̂ P‘  ̂ See note [C] at the end of, the volume.
F bpell. Cane. p. 433. d W , MalmeiVlibu 2* cap. Hoye« 

H, Hunting, lib. 5. p, 356. * " ' '
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king, if  ever he acknowledged himfelf a yaflal to 
Edgar, did him homage, not for his crown, but for 
the dominions which he held in England.

B u t  the chief means by which Edgar maintained 
his authority, and preferved public peace, was the 
paying o f court to Dunftan and the monks, who had 
at firffc plaeed hhn on the throne, and who, by their 
pretentions to fuperior fandity and purity o f  man
ners, had acquired an attendant over the people. 
H e favoured their fcheme for difpofleffing the fecular 
canons o f all the monafteriese j he bellowed prefer
m ent .on none but their partizans; he allowed Dun
ftan to refign the fee o f Worcefter into the hands o f 
Ofwaki, one o f his creaturesf $ and to place Ethel- 
wold, another o f them, in that ofW inchefter5; he 
ccnfulted thefe prelates in the adminiftration o f all 
ecclefiaftical, and even in that o f many civil affairs; 
and though the vigour o f his own genius prevented 

:him from being implicitly guided by them, the king 
the bifhops found fuch advantages in their 

mutual agreement, that they always aded in con
cert, and united their influence in preferving the 
peace and tranquillity o f  the kingdom.

I n  order to complete the great work o f placing 
the new order o f monks in all the convents, Edgar 

-fummoned a general council o f the prelates and the 
heads o f the religious orders. H e here inveighed 
againft the diilblute lives o f the fecular clergy $ the 

■ fmallnefs o f their tonfure, which, it is probable, 
maintained no longer any refemblance to fhe crown 
o f  thorns; their negligence in attending the exercife 
o f their fundion; their mixing with the laity in the 
pleafures o f gaming, hunting, dancing, and ting
ing j and their openly living with concubines, by 
which it is commonly fuppofed he meant their wives.

* Chron. Sax, p, 117, 11S. W . Malmef. lib**. eap*S. Hoveden, 
p.425,4-26. Oiberne, p. n z .  ̂ W* Malmei. lib "* csp-S.
Hoveden, p. 4-25. £ Gervafe. p. 1646. Erompton, p. S64. Fler.
NVigoi'n. p. 6e6, CItou. Abb* St. Petii de Burgo, p. £7,3?.
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H e then turned himfelf to Dunftan the primate j 
and in the name o f king Edred, whom he fuppofcd 
to look down from heaven with indignation againft 
all tho'-fe enormities, he thus addreiTed him : <c It is 
•«’ you, Dunftan, by whofe advice I founded mo, 
•« naileries, built churches, and expended my trea, 

fure in the fupport o f religion and religious 
«  houfes. You were my counfellor and affiftant in 
■ «’-■ all my fchemes: Y ou were the director o f my 
if confidence ; T o  you I was obedient in all things. 
« When did you call for fupplies, which I refufed 
«■ you? W as my affiftance ever wanting to the 
u  poor ? Did I deny fupport and eftablijOhments to 
ic the clergy and the convents ? Did I not hearken 

to your inftru&iohs, who told me that thefe cha- 
rities were, o f all others, the moft grateful to my 

<£ Maker, and fixed a perpetual fund for the fup- 
€C port o f religion ? And are all our pious endea- 
c£ vours now fruftrated by the diffolute lives o f the 
“  priefts? N ot that I throw any blame on you;

Y ou have reafoned, befought, inculcated, in- 
“  veighed: But it now behoves you to ufe iharper 
u  and more vigorous remedies 3 and conjoining 
“  your fpiritual authority with the civil power* to 

purge effectually the temple o f God from thieves 
and intruders11.”  It is eafy to imagine, that this 

harangue had the defired effe£t; and that, when the 
king and prelates thus concurred with the popular 
prejudices, it was not long before the monks pre
vailed, and eftabiiihed their new difcipline in almoft 
all the convents,

W e may remark, that the declamations againft 
the fecular clergy are, both here and in all the.his
torians, conveyed in general terms; and as that or
der of men are commonly retrained .by-the decency 
o f their character, it is difficult to believe that the 
complaints againft their diffolute manners could be

 ̂ p. 3 ^̂ * Spell, Cpnc, 4-7 7 j 47̂ *
fo
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E D G A R ,

|b univeriklly juft as is pretended, It is more pro
bable that -the monks paid court to the populace by 
an aflfe&ed aufterity o f life j and reprefentiog the 
moft innocent' liberties, taken by the other clergy, as 
great and unpardonable enormities, thereby prepared 
the way for the encreafe of their own power and in
fluence,: Edgar, however, like a true politician, 
concurred with the prevailing party; and he even 
indulged them in pretenfions, which, though they 
might, when complied with, engage the monks to 
fupport royal authority during his own reign, proved 
afterwards dangerous to his fucceffors, and gave 
difturbance to the whole civil power. H e feconaed 
the policy o f the court o f  Rome, in granting to feme 
monafteries an exemption from epifcopal jurifdic- 
tion : H e allowed the convents, even thole o f royal 
foundation, to ufurp the eleftion o f their own abbot: 
And he admitted their forgeries o f ancient charters, 
by which, from the pretended grant o f former kings, 
they affumed many privileges and immunities1.

T h ese  merits o f Edgar have procured him the 
higheft panegyrics from the m onks; and he is tranf- 
mitted to us, not only under the character o f a con- 
fummate ftatefman and an aftive prince, praties to 
which he fcems to have been juftly entitled, but un
der that o f a great faint and a man o f virtue. But 
nothing could more betray both his hypocrify in in
veighing againft the licentioufnefs of the fecular 
clergy, and the i©£erefted fpirit o f his partifans, in 
bellowing fuch eulogies on his piety, than the ufual 
tenour o f his> conduct, which was licentious to the 
higheft degree, and violated every law, human and 
divine. Y e t thofe very monks, who, as we are 
told by Ingulf, a very ancient hiftorian, had no idea 
o f any moral or religious merit, except ehaftity and 
obedience, not only connived at his enormities, but 
loaded him with the greateft praifes. Hiftory, how-

1 Chron. Sax. p. 11S. W* Malmef. lib, 2# gap, S. Seldeni Spiciieg. 
¡ad £adiii. p, *4-9, 15 .̂
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¿0 ft A ever, has preferred feme inftanees of his amours,
IL from, which, as from a fpecimen, we may form a

J ^jfe£ture of the reft.
E p g a r  broke into a convent, carried off Editha, 

■ a nun, by force, and even committed violence on 
her perfon K For this a£fc o f facrilege he was repri
manded by Dunftan; and that he might reconcile 

„ fcimfelfto the church, he was obliged not to fepa- 
rate from his miftrefs  ̂ hut to abftain from wearing 
Jhs crown during feven years, and to deprive himfelf 
fo long of that vain ornament1 ; A  punifhment very 
unequal to that which had been inflidled on the un
fortunate Edwy* who, for a marriage which in the 
’ftri£bft fenfe could only deferve the name o f irregu
lar, was expelled his kingdom, faw his queen treated 
■ with lingular barbarity, was loaded with calumnies, 
and has been represented to us under the moft odious 
colours. Such is the afeendant which may be at
tained, by hypocriiy and cabal, over mankind !

T here was another miftrefs of Edgar’s, with 
whom he firfhformed a connexion by a kind o f ac
cident. Paffing one day by Andover, he lodged in 
the houfe of a nobleman, whofe daughter, being en
dowed with all the graces o f perfon and behaviour, 
enflamed him at firft fight with the higheft defire; 
and he refolved by any expedient to gratify It, "As 
he had not leifure to employ courtihip or addrefs for 
attaining his purpofe, he went dire&ly to her mo
ther, declared the violence o f hh  paffion, and de
fied  that the young lady might be allowed to pafs 
that very night with him. The mother was a wo
man of virtue, and determined not to diihonour her 
daughter and her family by compliance; but be
ing well acquainted with the impetiiofity o f the 
king’s temper, ihe thought it would be eafier, as 

• well as fafer, to deceive than refufe him. She 
- feigned therefore a fubmiffion to his w ill; but fecretiy

/ Malmef. lib. z. cap. 8, Oiberne, p, Diceto, p, 4.57. 
liigden, ¡pf 467*a6£, Spell, Cone. p.̂ -Sx. 1 Oiherne, p. xis.
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E D G A R ,

ordered a waiting-maid* o f no difagreeable figure* to C H A P ,  
fteal into the king's bed* after all the company ,
ihould be retired to reft. In the morning, before 
day-break, the damfel, agreeably to the injun&ions 
o f  her miftrefs, offered to retire ; but Edgar, who 
had no referve in his pleafures, $nd whofe love to 
his bed-fellow was rather enflamed by enjoyment, 
refufed his confent, and employed force and entrea
ties to detain her, Elfleda (for that was thè name 
o f the maid), trufting to her own charms, and to the 
love with which, fhe hoped, ihe had now infpired 
the king, made probably but a faint refiftance ; and 
the return o f light difcovered the deceit to Edgar,
H e had palled a night lb much to his fatisfaftion, 
that he expreffed no difpleafure with the old lady on 
account o f her fraud ; his love was transferred to E l
fleda i Ihe became his favourite miftrefs 5 and main
tained her afcendant over him till his marriage with 
Elfrida m.

T hje circumftanees o f his marriage with this lady 
were more lingular and more criminal; Elfrida was 
■ daughter and heir o f Olgar, earl of Devonshire; and 
'though ihe had been educated in the country, and had 
never "appeared at court, ihe had filled all England 
with the reputation o f her beauty. Edgar himfelfj 
who was indifferent to no accounts o f this nature, 
found his curiolity excited by the frequent panegyrics 
which he heard o f  Elfrida ; and reflecting on her 
noble birth, he refolved, i f  he found her charms 
anfwerable to their fame, to obtain poiTeffion o f her 
on honourable terms. H e communicated his inten
sion to earl Athelwold,his favourite; but ufed the 
precaution, before he made any advances to her pa
rents, to order that nobleman, on fome pretence, to 
pay them a vilit, and to bring him a certain account 
o f the beauty o f their daughter. Athelwold, when 
introduced ro the young lady, found general report

J? W . Maknef. lib. Hig&n, p. a6S



C A R« to have fallen fhort of the truth; and being a&uated 
l l ' M by the moft vehement Jove, he determined to facrri 

"  ̂ free to this new paffion his fidelity to his mailer, and 
to the truft repofed in him. H e returned to Edgar, 
and told him, that the riches alone, and high qua
lity o f Elfrida* had been the ground o f the admira
tion paid her, and that her charms, far from being 
any wife extraordinary, would have been overlooked 
in a woman o f inferior Ration. W hen he had, by 
this deceit, diverted the king from his purpofe, he 
took an opportunity, after fame interval, o f turning 
again the converfation on Elfrida; H e remarked, 
that though the parentage and fortune o f the lady 
had not produced on him, as on others, any illufion 
with regard to her beauty, he could not forbear re- 
Refting that ihe would, on the whole, be an ad
vantageous match for him, and might, by her birth 
and riches, make him fufficient compenfation for the 
homelinefs o f her perfon. I f  the king, therefore, 
gave his approbation, he was determined to make 
propofals in his own behalf to the earl oF Devonfhire, 
and doubted not to obtain his, as well as the young 
lady's confent to the marriage. Edgar, pleafed 
with an expedient for eftablifhing his favourite's for
tune, not only exhorted him to execute his purpofe, 
but forwarded his fuccefs by his recommendations to 
die parents o f Elfrida; and Athelwold was foon made 
happy in the poffeffion of his miftrefs. Dreading, 
however, the deteftion o f the artifice, he employed 
every pretence for detaining Elfrida in the country, 
and for keeping her at a diftance from Edgar.

T he  violent paffion of Athelwold had rendered f 
him blind to. the neceffary confequences which muft 
attend his conduft, and the advantages which the 
numerous enemies that always purfue a royal favour- 
ice, would, by its means, be able to make againft 
him. Edgar was foon informed of the truth ; but 
before he would execute vengeance on Athelwold^ 
treachery, he refolved to latisfy himfelf with hk

own
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own eyes o f the certainty and full extent o f his guilt, c h a p * 
H e told him, that he intended to. pay him a vifit in _ n' j, 
his calile, and be introduced to the acquaintance o f 
his new-married wife 3 and Athelwold, as he could 
not refufe the honour, only craved leave to go before 
him a few hours, that he might the better prepare 
every thing for his reception. H e then difcovered 
the whole matter to Elfrida 3 and begged her., i f  ihe ^
had any regard either to her own honour or his life, 
to conceal from Edgar, by every circamftance o f  
drefs and behaviour, that fatal beauty which had 
feduced him from fidelity to his friend, and had be
trayed him into fo many falfehoods. Elfrida pro- 
mifed compliance, though nothing was farther from 
her intentions. She deeilied herfelf little beholden 
to Atheiwold for a paffion 'which had deprived her 
o f  a crown; and knowing the force o f her own 
charms, ibe did not defpair even yet o f reaching; 
that dignity, o f which her hufband’s artifice had be
reaved her. She appeared before the king with all 
the advantages which the richeft attire and the moft 
engaging airs could bellow upon her, and lhe ex
cited at once in his bofom the higheft love towards 
herfelf, and thè moil furious delire o f  revenge 
againft her huiband. H e knew, however, to dif- 
fèmble thefe pàffions 3 ànd feducing Athelwold into 
a wood, on pretence o f hunting, he ftabbed him 
with his own hand, and foon after publicly efpoufed 
Elfrida \

B e f o r e  we conclude our account o f this reign, 
we mull mention two circumftances, which are re
marked by hiftorians, The reputation o f  Edgar 
allured a great number of foreigners to vifit his 
court 3 and he gave them encouragement to fettle 
in England °. W e are told that they imported all 
the vices o f their relpeétìve countries, and contri-

11 W* Malm- lib* 2* cap, Sì 
S66* Fior* Wigorn. p. 606, 
p. 116. H. Hunting* lib. 5.

*3
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c  H A P. v fauted to corrupt the Ample manners o f the nativesp 5 
t t But as this fimplicity o f manners, fo highly ¿ndf 

often fo injudicioufly extolled, did not preferve them 
from barbarity and treachery, the greatefi o f all 
vices, and the moit incident to a rude uncultivated 
people, we ought perhaps to deem their acquaintance 
with foreigners rather an advantage; as it tended to 
enlarge their views, and to cure them o f thoie illiberal 
prejudices and ruftic manners to which iflariders are 
often fubjeft.

A nother remarkable incident o f this reign was 
the extirpation of wolves from England.  ̂ This ad
vantage was attained by the induftrious policy o f Ed
gar. 1 H e took great pains in hunting and purfuing 
thoie ravenous animals; and when he found that all 
that efcaped him had taken fhelter in the mountains- 
and forefts o f  Wales, he changed the tribute o f mo
ney impofed on the W elih princes by Athelftan, his 
predeceffor9, into an annual tribute o f  three hun
dred heads of wolves ; which produced fuch dili
gence in hunting them, that the animal has been no. 
more feen in this iiland,

E dgar  died, after a reign of fixteen years, and 
in the thirty-third o f his age. H e was fucceeded 
by Edward, whom he had by his firit marriage with 
the daughter of earl Ordmer.

E D W A R D  the Martyv.
$5/- » T H E  fucceffion o f this prince, who was only fif- 

^  teen years o f age at his father's death, did not 
take place without much difficulty and oppoiltipn. 
Elfrida, his ftep-mother, had a fon, Ethelred, feven 
years old, whom ihe attempted to raife to the 
throne: She affirmed* that Edgar’s marriage with the 
mother of Edward was expofed to infuperable ob
jections ; and as ihe had poffeffed great credit with

p W . Malmef, lib. ¿.cap. 8* S W* Malmef.-lib. a. cap* 6.,
Brompton, p. 838.
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her huiband, fhe had found means to acquire parti- P 
fans, who feconded all her pretenikms. But the 
title o f  Edward was fupported by many advantages. 
H e was appointed fucceifor by .the will o f  his fa
ther' : H e was approaching to man's eftate, and 
might loon be able to take into his own hands the 
reins o f government: T h e principal nobility, dread
ing the imperious temper o f Elfrida, were averfe to 
her fon's government, which muft enlarge her au
thority* and probably put her in poifeffion o f the 
regency: Above all, Dunftan, whofe charafter o f  
fanétity had given him the higheft credit with the 
people, had efpoufed the caufe o f Edward* over 
whom he had already acquired a great al Cendant5 ; 
and he was determined to execute the will o f  Edgar 
in his favour. T o  cut off all oppofite pretendo ns, 
Dunftan refolutely anointed and crowned the young 
prince at Kingfton j and the whole kingdom* with
out farther difpute, fubmkted to him*.

I t  was o f great importance to Dunftan and thè 
monks, to place on the throne a king favourable to 
their caufe : The fecular clergy had itili pamiàns in 
England, who wiftied to fupport them in the pof- 
feffion o f the convents, and o f the eedefiaftieal au
thority. On the firft intelligence o f Edgar's death* 
Alfere, duke o f Mercia, expelled the new orders o f 
monks from all the monafteries which lay within his 
jurifdi6tionu ; but Elfwin, duke o f Eaft-Anglia, and 
Brithnot, duke o f the Eaft-Saxons, protected them 
within their territories, and infiftejd upon the execu
tion o f the late laws enacted in their favour, In 
order to fettle this controverfy, there were fummoned 
feveral fynods, which, according to the practice o f  
thofe times, confifted partly o f ecclefiaftical mem
bers, partly o f the lay nobility. T h e monks were

r Hoveden, p. 4.27, Eadmer, p, 3. s Badmer, ex edit. Set*
denij p. 3, 1 W. Maim. lib. 2. cap, 9. Hoveden, p,
Giberne, p. 113. u Ghrom Sax. p. 123* W. Maimei* lib.
cap. 9, Hoveden, p. 4.27* firpmpton, p. F&r, Wigorn, p*
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CHAP, able to prevail in thefe afTembliesf‘ though, as i f
r lL ' appears, contrary to the fecret wiíhes, if  not the de- 

^jared inclination, o f the leading men in the na
tion* : They had more invention in forging miraclea 
to fupport their caufe; or having been fo fortunate 
as to obtain, by their pretended aufterities, the cha- 
railer o f  piety, their miracles were more credited by 
the populace.

I n one fynod, Dunftan, finding the majority of 
votes againft him, rofe up, and informed the audi
ence* that he had that inftant received an immediate, 
revelation in behalf o f the m onks: The afiembly 
was fo aftonifhed at this intelligence, or probably fo 
overawed by the populace, that they proceeded no 
farther in their deliberations. In another fynod, a 
voice iffued from the crucifix, and informed the 
members, that the eftabliihment o f the monks was 
founded on thfe will o f heaven, and could not be op- 
pofed without impiety x. But the miracle performed 
in the third fynod was ftill more alarming: The floor 
o f  the hall in which the afiembly met funk o f a fud* 
den, and a great number o f the members were ei
ther bruifed or killed by the fall. It was remarked, 
that Dunfian had that day prevented the king from 
attending the fynod, and that the beam, on which 
his own chair flood, was the only one that did not 
fink under the weight o f the afiembly7 : But thefe 
circumftances, inftead o f begetting any fofpicion of 
contrivance, were regarded as the lureft proof of the 
immediate interpolation o f Providence, in behalf of 
thofe favourites of heaven.

E dward lived four years after his accefíion, and 
there pafied nothing memorable during his reign.
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H is death* alone was memorable and tragical*. This 
young prince was endowed with the moil amiable 
Innocence o f manners $ and as his own intentions 

s were always pure* he was incapable o f entertaining 
any fuípicion againft others. Though his ftep-mo- 
ther had oppofed his fucceffion, and had raifed a 
party in favour o f  her own fon, he always fhowed 
her marks o f regard, and eyen exprefled, on all 
©ccafions, the moft tender affeftion towards his bro
ther* H e was hunting one day in Dorfetfliire i and 
being led by the chafe near Cprfe-caftle, where 
Elfrida refided, he took the opportunity o f paying 
her a vifit, unattended by any o f his retinue, and he 
thereby prefented her with the opportunity which 
ihe had long wifhed fon After he. had mounted 
his horfe, he defired iome liquor to be brought him> 
W hile he was holding the cup to his head, # fervant 
o f  Elfrida approached him, and gave him a ftab be
hind. T h e prince, finding himfelf wounded, put 
ipurs to his horfe; but becoming faint b y  lofs o f 
blood, he fell from the faddle, his foot iiuck in the 
ftlrrup, and he was dragged along by his unruly 
horfe till he expired. Being tracked by the bloody 
his body was found, and was privately interred at 
Wareham by his fervants.

T he youth and innocence o f this prince, with 
his tragical death, begat fuch compaffion among the 
people, that they believed miracles to be wrought 
at his tom b; and they gave him the appellation o f 
martyr, though his murder had no connexion with 
any religious principle or opinion, Elfrida built 
mo naileries, and performed many penances, in or
der tt> atone for her guilt, but could never, by all 
her hypocrify or remorfes, recover the good opinion 
o f the public, though fo eafily deluded in thole ig
norant ages.

* Chron. Sax, p, 124*
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Ethelred•--Settlement of the Normans -*-■ ■ ■ Edmund
Ironfide--Canute---Harold Barefoot --Bar-
dkanute--Edward the Confejfor——Harold»
„  e t h e l r e d .

T H E  freedom which England had fc long en
joyed from the depredations o f  the Danes* 

feems to have proceeded* partly from the cftablifh- 
ments which that piratical nation had obtained in 
the north o f France* and which employed all their 
fuperfluous hands to people and maintain them; 
partly from the vigour and warlike fpirit o f a long 
race o f Engliih princes* who preferved the kingdom 
in a pofture o f defence by fea and land* and either 
prevented or repelled every attempt o f the invaders. 
But a new generation o f men being now iprung up 
in the northern regions* who could no longer dif- 
burthen themfelves on Normandy; the Engliih had 
reafon to dread, that the Danes would again vifit an 
iiland to which they were invited, both by the me
mory o f their paft fucceiles* and by the expectation 
of affiftance from their countrymen* who* though 
long eftablifhed in the kingdom* were not yet tho
roughly incorporated with the natives, nor had en
tirely forgotten their inveterate habits o f  war and 
depredation. And as the reigning prince was a 
minor* and even when he attained to man’s eftatc* 
never dllcovered either courage or capacity fufficient 
to govern his own fubjedts, much lefs to repel a 
formidable enemy* the people might juftly apprehend, 
the worft calamities from fo dangerous a criiis.

T he Danes* before they durft attempt any im
portant enterprife againft England* made an incon-

fide^abl^
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filterable defcent by way o f trials and having landed 
from feven veflels near Southampton, they ravaged 
the country, enriched themfelves by fpoil, and de
parted with impunity. Six years after, they made 
a like attempt in the weft, and met with like fo o  
cefsn T h e invaders^ having now found affairs in a 
very different fituation from that in which they for
merly appeared, encouraged their countrymen to 
aifemble a greater force, and to hope for more con- 
iiderable advantages. They landed in Effex, under 
the command o f two leaders $ and having defeated 
and flain at Maldon, Brithnot, duke o f that county, 
who ventured, with a fmall body, to attack them* 
they fpread their devailations over all the neighbour
ing provinces. In this extremity, Ethelred, to 
whom hiftorians give the epithet o f the Unready$ 
inftead o f roufing his people to defend with courage 
their honour and their property, hearkened to the 
advice o f Siricius, archbifhop o f Canterbury, which 
was feconded by many o f  the degenerate nobility; 
and paying the enemy the fum of ten thoufani 
pounds, he bribed them to depart the kingdom* 
This fhameful expedient was attended with the fuc- 
cefs which might be expefled* T h e Danes next 
year appeared off the eaftern coaft, in hopes o f  fub-- 
duing a people who defended themfelves by their 
money, which invited affailants, inftead o f  their 
arms, which repelled them. But the Englifh, fcn- 
fible o f their folly, had, in the interval, affembled 
in a great council, and had determined to colled; at 
London a fleet able to give battle to the enem y*; 
though that judicious meafure failed of fucceft, from 
the treachery of Alfric duke o f Mercia, whofe name 
is infamous in the annals o f that age, by the cala
mities which his repeated perfidy brought upon his 
country. This nobleman had, in 983, fucceeded 
£0 his father, Alfere, in that extenfive command;

* Chron. Sax, p.
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but being deprived o f it two years after, and ba- 
nifhed the kingdom, he was obliged to employ all 
his intrigue, and all his power, which was too great 
for a fubjeit, to be reftored to his country, and re- 
inflated in his authority. H aving had experience 
o f  the credit and malevolence o f his enemies, he 
thenceforth trufted for fecurity, not to his fervices, 
or to the affeftions o f his fellow-citizens, but to. the 
influence which he Had obtained over his vaffals,. and 
to  the public calamities, which. he thought muft, 
in every revolution, render his afliftanee nece0arys 
Having fixed this refolution, he determined to. pre
vent all fuch fucceffes as might eftablifh the royal 
authority, x>r render his'own fituation dependent or 
precarious. A s  the Englifh had formed the plan of 
furrounding and deflroying the Daniih fleet in har
bour, he privately informed the enemy o f their 
danger; and when they put to fea, in confequence 
of this intelligence, he deferted to them, with the 
fquadron under his command, the night before 
the engagement, and thereby difappointed all 
the efforts o f his countrymen K Ethelred; en
raged, at his perfidy, feized his fon Alfgar, and 
ordered, his eyes to be put o u tc. But fuch was 
the power of Alfric, that he again forced him- 
felf into authority] and though he had given this 
fpecimen of his character, and received this grievous 
provocation, it was found neceifary to entruft him 
anew with the government of Mercia. This conduft 
of the court, , which in all its eircumftances is fo bar
barous,: weak, and imprudent, both merited and 
prognofticated the moil grievous calamities.

1  he northern invaders, now well aequaintedwith 
the defencelefs condition o f England,;, made a power
ful defeent under the command o f Sweyn king.of 
Denmark, and Glave king of Norway.; and failing 
up the Humber, ipread on ail fides their deflniftive

b d?^ lon* âx* P* Ia7 * W . Malm. p, 6z t Hidden, p* %7°*
* Chron. Sax, ptii*g# W, Mali», p. 6i.

ravages,

H I S T O R Y  OF E N G L A N D ;



Ravages* Lindefey was laid wafte^ Banbury was 
deftroyed; and all the Northumbrians, though 
moftly o f Danifh defcent, were conftrained either to 
join the invaders, or to fuffer under their depreda
tions* A  powerful army was aflembled to oppofe 
the Danes, and a general action eniuedj but the 
Engliih were deferred in the Battle, from the cow
ardice or treachery o f their threeTeaders, all o f them 
men o f Danifh race, Frena, Erithegift, and God
win, who gave the example o f a fhameful flight to 
the troops under their command,

E ncouraged  by this fuccefs, and ftill more by 
the contempt which it inlpired for their enemy, the 
pirates ventured to attack the centre o f the kingdom; 
and entering the Thames in ninety-four veflels, laid 
liege to London, and threatened it with total de- 
ilrudlion. But the citizens, alarmed at the danger, 
and firmly united among themfelves, made a bolder 
defence than the cowardice o f the nobility and gen
try gave the invaders reaion to apprehend; and the 
befiegers, after fuffering the greatcil hardihips, 
were finally fruffcrated in their attempt, In order to 
revenge themfelves, they laid wafte Effex, Suflex, 
and Hampfhire; and having there procured horfes, 
they were thereby enabled to fpread, through the 
more inland counties, the fury o f their depredations. 
In this extremity, Ethelred and his nobles had re- 
courfe to the former expedient i and fending ambaf- 
fadors to the two northern kings, they promifed 
them fubfiftence and tribute, on condition they 
would, for the prefent, put an end to their ravages, 
and fqon after depart the kingdom. Sweyn and 
Olave agreed to the terms, and peaceably took up 
their quarters at Southampton, where the fum o f 
fixteen thoufand pounds was paid to them, Glave even 
made a journey to Andover, where Ethelred refided; 
and he received the rite of confirmation from die 
Engliih bi ill ops, as well as many rich prefents from 
the king. H e  here promifed that he would never

-K 3 more
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C h  A P. m ore infeft the Englilh territories; and he faithfully 
R ... fulfilled the engagement. This prince receives, the 
" appellation o f St. Olave from the church o f R om e;

and, notwithstanding the general preemption which 
lies either againft the underftanding - or morals o f  
every one who in thofe ignorant ages w&s dignified 
.with that title, he feems to have been a man o f me
rit and of virtue. Sweyn, though lefs fcrupulous 
than Olave, was conftrained, upon the departure o f 
the Norwegian prince, to evacuate alfo the king
dom with all his followers,

; ; T his compofition brought only a fhort interval 
to the miferies of the Englilh. The Danifh pirates 
appeared foon after in the Severne; and having com
mitted fpoil in Wales, as well as in Cornwal and 
Pevonfhire, they failed round to the fouth coaft, 
and entering the Tamar, completed the devaluation 
o f thefe two counties. They then returned tp the 
Briftol-channel; and penetrating into the country 
by the Avon, fpread themfelves over all that neigh
bourhood, and carried fire and fword even into Dor- 

998. fetfhire,. They next .changed the feat o f war; and 
after ravaging the Iile of W ight, they entered the 
Thames and Medway, and laid fiege to Rochefter, 
where they defeated the Kentifh-men in a pitched 
battle. After this vidtory, the whole province o f 
Kent was made a fcene o f daughter, fire, and-de
valuation. The extremity o f thefe miferies forced 
the Englilh into couniels for common defence both 
by fea and land; but the weaknefs o f the king, the 
divifions among the nobility, the treachery of fome, 
the cowardice o f others, the want o f concert in all, 
fruftrated every endeavour : Their fleets and armies 
either came too latf to attack the enemy, o f were 
repulfed with dithonour; and the people were thus 
equally ruined by refiftapce or by fubmiflioo. T h e  
Englilh, therefore, deftitute both of prudence and 
unanimity in council, of courage and condud in the 
fleld, had rccpuffe. to the fame weak expedient:

j o  which
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which by experience they had already found fc in- 
effeélual : They offered the Danes to buy peace, by 
paying them a large fum o f money. Thefe ravagers 
rcfe continually in their demands ; and now required 
the payment o f 24,000 pounds, to which the Eng- 
liih were fo mean and imprudent as to fubmit*.
T h e departure o f  the Danes procured them another 
ihort interval o f repofe, which they enjoyed as if  it 
were to be perpetual, without making any effectual 
preparations for a more vigorous refiftance upon the 
next return o f the enemy,

B e s id e s  receiving this fum, the Danes were en
gaged by another motive to depart a kingdom which 
appeared fo little in a iituation to refill their efforts :
T h ey  were invited over by their countrymen in N or
mandy, who at this time were hard preffed by * the 
arms o f Robert king o f France, and who found it 
difficult to defend the fetdement which, with fo 
much advantage to themfelves and glory to their na
tion, they had made in that country, It is probable 
alfo, that Ethelred, obferving the clofe connexions 
thus maintained among all the Danes, however di
vided in government or fituation, was defirous o f 
forming an alliance with that formidable people :
For this purpofe, being now a widower, he made 
his addrefies to Emma, fifter to Richard IL  duke 
o f  Normandy, and he foon fucceeded in his négoci
ation. The princefs came over this year to England, 1001; 
and was married to Ethelred b.

I n the end o f the ninth, and beginning o f the tenth Settlement 
century, when the north, not yet exhaufted by "that or'  
multitude o f people, or rather nations, which *£he 
had fucceffively emitted, fent forth a new race, not 
o f conquerors, as before, but o f pirates and 
vagers, who infefted the countries poifeifed by her 
once warlike fons ; lived Rollo, a petty prince or 
chieftain o f Denmark, whofe valour and abilities

a Hovèden, p. 429. Chron, Mailr, p* 153* b fi* Hunt.
? ' } 53* Higdçn, p, Î7J, . . .
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e H A P* foem engaged the attention o f his cmntrymen, 

llh , was exppfed in hisr youth to the jealóufy o f  the k in g  
* " -v o f Denmark, who attacked tiis fmall but independ

ent principality; and who, being foiled in every 
affáult, had recourfe at laft to perfidy for effefting 
his purpofe, which he had often attempted in vain 
by force of armsc: H e lulled Rollo into fecurity by 
an infidious peace; and failing fuddenly upon him  ̂
murdered his brother arid his braveft officers, and 
forced him to fly for fafety into Scandinavia. Hero; 
many of his ancient fubjeéts, induced partly by af- 
feólion to their prince,: partly by the oppreffions o f  
the Dahiih monarch, ranged themfelves under his 

! .. ftandard, and offered to follow him in every enter-
prife. Eollo, infte&d of attempting to recover hisi 
pate'rriai dominions, where he muft expect a vigor-* 
ous reiiftance from the Danes, determined to pur- 
fue an eafier but more important undertaking, and 
torim ke his fortune, in imitation o f his country
men, by pillaging the richer and more fouthern 
coafts o f Europe. H e collected a body o f troops* 
which, like-‘that of all thofe ravagers, was compofed 
o f Norwegians, Swedes, Frifians, Danes, and ad
venturers of all nations, who, being accuftomed to 
a roving unfettled life, took delight in nothing but 

; war and plunder. His reputation brought him af- 
fociates from all quarters; and a vifion, which ho 

: pretended to have appeared to him in his ileep, and 
which, according to his interpretation o f it, pro
gnosticated the greateftfuccefles, proved alfo apower- 
fnk incentive with thofe 'ignorant and fuperftitious

T he firft attempt made by Rblio was on England* 
near the end o f Alfred's reign; when that great mo
narch, having fettled'Guthrum and his followers in 
JEaft-Anglia, and others o f thofe freebooters in 
Northumberland, and having reftored peace to his

c Dudo, ex edit. XJuchefne, p, 7 ^ 7 1, Gul* Gcmeticenis, lib. 2« 
3 ’ d Dudo, p. 71̂  Gul, Gem* in epift.adGul. Conq,
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haraiTed country, had eftablifhed the rnoft excellent c h a p * 
military as well as civil inftiuTtions among the Eng- Iir* 
life. T h e prudent Dane, finding that no advantages 
could be gained over fuch a people, governed by 
jfuch a prince, foon turned his enterprifes againft 
France, which he found more expofed to his in
roads0 j and during the reigns o f Eudes, an ufurper, 
and ©f Charles the Simple, a weak prince, he com
mitted the moft deftructive ravages both on the in
land and maritime provinces of that kingdom* T h e 
French, having no means o f defence againft a 
leader, who united all the valour o f  his countrymen 
with; the policy o f more civilized nations, were 
obliged to fubmit to the expedient praftifed by A l
fred, and to offer the invaders a iettlement in iome 
o f  thofe provinces which they had depopulated by 
their armsf*

T he reafon why the Danes for many years pur- 
fued meafures ib different from thofe which had been 
embraced by the Goths, Vandals, Franks, Bur
gundians, Lombards, and other northern con
querors, was the great difference in the method o f 
attack which was praftifed by thefe feveral nations, 
and to which the nature o f  their refpeftive fitua- 
tioxis neceffarily confined them. T h e latter tribes, 
living in an inland country, made incurfions by land 
upon the Roman empire; and when they entered 
far into the frontiers, they were obliged to carry 
along with them their wives and families, whom 
they had no hopes o f foon revifiting, and who could 
not otherwiie participate o f their plunder. T his 
circumftance quickly made them think o f forcing a 
fettlement in the provinces which they had overran ; 
paid thefe barbarians, ipreading themfelves over the 
country, found an intereft in protecting the property* 
and induftry o f the people whom they had iubdued* 
put the Danes and Norwegians, invited by their

* Gul, Gernet, iib, z .  cap. 6 , f  D u d o ,  p. Ss.

maritime



CHAP, maritime fituation, and obliged to maintain them  ̂
in- felves in their uncultivated country by fiihing, had

L '• acquired fome experience of navigation; and in their
military excurfions purfued the method praftifed 
againft the Roman empire by the more early Saxons: 
They made defcents in fmall bodies from their fhips, 
or rather boats, and ravaging the coafts, returned 
with the booty to their families, whom they could 
not conveniently carry along with them in thofe ha
zardous enterprifes. But when they eqcreafed their 
armaments, made incurfions into the inland coun
tries, and found it fafe to remain longer in the rmclffc 
of the enfeebled enemy, they had been accuftomed 
to crowd their veifels with their wives and children, 
and having no longer any temptation to return to 
their own country, they willingly embraced an op
portunity of fettling in the warm climates and culti
vated fields of the fouth.

A ffairs were in this fituation with Rollo and his 
followers, when Charles propofed to relinquiih to 
them part of the province formerly called Neuftria, 
and to purohafe peace on thefe hard conditions. 
After all the terms were fully fettled, there appeared 
only one circumftance ihocking to the haughty Dane: 
He was required to do homage to Charles for this 
province, and to put himfelf in that humiliating 

' pofture impofed on vafials by the rites of the feudal 
law. He long refufed to fubmit to this indignity; 
but being ■ unwilling to lofe fuch important advan
tages for a mere ceremony, he made a facrifice of 
his pride to his intereft, and acknowledged himfelf, 
in form, the vafial of the French monarch®. Charles 
gave him his daughter Giila in marriage} and, that 
he might bind him fafter to his interefts, made him 
a donation of a confiderable territory, befides that 
which he was obliged to iurrender to him by his fti- 
pulations. When fome of the French nobles in,

* 38 HI STORY OF ENGLAND.
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fbrmed Finn, that, in return for fo generous a pre
fect, it was expected that he fhould throw himfelf at 
the king’s feet, and make iuitable acknowledgments 
for his bounty ; Rollo replied, that he would rather 
decline the prefent; and it was with fome difficulty 
they could perfuade him to make that compliment 
by one o f his captains, T h e  Dane, commiffioned 
for this purpofe, full o f indignation at the order* 
and defpifmg ib unwarlike a prince, caught Charles 
by the foot, and pretending to carry it to his mouth* 
that he might kifs it, overthrew him before all his 
courtiers. T h e French, fenfible o f their prefent 
weaknefs, found it prudent to overlook this infulth.

R o l l o , who was now in the decline o f life, and 
was tired o f wars and depredations, applied himfelf* 
with mature counfcls, to the fettlement o f  his new- 
acquired territory, which was thenceforth called 
Normandy; and he parcelled it out among his cap
tains and followers* H e followed, in this partition* 
the cuftoms o f the feudal law, which was then uni- 
verfally eftabliihed in the fouthern countries^of E u
rope, and which fuited the peculiar cireumftances 
o f  that age. H e treated the French fubjefts, who 
fubmitted to him, with mildnefs and juftice s he re
claimed his ancient followers from their ferocious 
violence; he eftabliihed law and order throughout 
his ftate; and after a life ipent in tumults and ra
vages, he died peaceably in a good old age, and 
left- his dominions to his pofterity h

W i l l i a m  L  who fucceeded him, governed the 
dutchy twenty-five years; and, during that time, 
the Normans were thoroughly intermingled with 
the French, had acquired their language, had imi
tated their manners, and had made fuch progrefs 
towards cultivation, that, on -the death o f Wuliam, 
fiis fon Richard, though a minor k* inherited his do
minions : A  fure proof that the Normans were al—

k Gul, Gemet. lib. a. cap, 17. * Gul. Gemet. lib. 2., cap*
so, 2$. k Order, Vitalis, p*459« Gul* Gemet, lib. 4.* cap. 1.



E ready fomewhat advanced in civility, and that their 
government could now reft fecure on its laws and 
civil inftitutions, and was not wholly' fuftained by 
the abilities o f the fovereign. Richard^ after a long 
reign of fifty-four years, was fucceeded by his foil 
o f the fame name, in the year 996 1 ; which was 
eighty-five years after the firft eftabliihment o f  the 
Normans in France, This was the duke who gave 
his fitter Emma in marriage to Ethelred king o f  
England, and who thereby formed connexions'with 
a country which his po'fterity was fo foon after def- 
tined to fubdue.

T he Danes had been eftablifhed during a longer 
period in England than in France ; and though the 
Similarity o f their original language to that o f the 
Saxons, invited them to a more early coalition with 
the natives, they had hitherto found fo litde'example 
o f civilized manners among the Englifh, that they 
retained all their ancient ferocity, and valued them- 
felves only on their national charaXer o f  military 
bravery. The recent as well as more ancient 
atchievements o f  their countrymen, tended to fup- 
port this idea; and the Engliih princes, particularly 
Athelftan and Edgar, fenfible of that fuperiority, 
had been accuftomed to keep in pay bodies'of Daniih 
troops, who were quartered about the country, and 
committed many violences upon the inhabitants. 
Thefe mercenaries had attained to fuch a height o f 
luxury, according to the old Engliih writers that 
they combed their hair once a day, bathed them- 
felves once a week, changed their clothes frequently* 

.and by'all thefe arts of effeminacy, as well as by 
their military charaXer, had rendered themfelves fa 
agreeable to the fair fex, that they debauched the 
wives and daughters of the Engliih, and diihonoured 
many families. But what moft provoked the inha
bitants was, that inftead of defending them againft

* r̂der* Vitalis, p* 4$?* 115 Wallingford, p, 547*
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Invaders, they were ever ready to betray them to the c h a p ,  
foreign Danes, and to aflbciate themlelves with all v l l*' r 
ftraggling parties of that nation. T h e animofity 
between the inhabitants o f Engliih and Daniih race 
had, from thefe repeated injuries, rifen to a great 
height; when Ethelred, from a policy incident to 
weak princes, embraced the cruel refolution of mat- 
facring the latter throughout all his dominions*.
Secret orders were dilpatched to commence the exe- 1001. 
cution every where on the lame day; and the fefti- 
val o f St. Brice, which fell on a Sunday, the day on Nov. 
which the Danes ufually bathed themlelves, was 
chofen for that purpofe. It is needlefs to repeat the 
accounts tranfmitted concerning the barbarity o f this 
mafifacre: T h e rage o f the populace, excited by lo 
many injuries, fan£tified by authority, and ftimulated 
by example, diftinguifhed not' between innocence 
and guilt, fpared neither fex nor age, and was not 
fatiated without the tortures as well as death o f the 
unhappy victims. Even Gunilda, filler to the king 
o f  Denmark, who had married earl Paling, and had 
embraced Chriftianity, was, by the advice o f Edric, 
earl o f W ilts, feized and condemned to death by 
Ethelred, after feeing her hufband and children 
butchered before her face. This unhappy printefs 
foretold, in the agonies o f delpair, that her murder 
would foon be avenged by the total ruin o f the. Eng
liih nation.

N ever  was prophecy better fulfilled; and never 
did barbarous policy prove more fatal to the authors*
Sweyn and his Danes, who wanted but a pretence 
for invading the Engliih, appeared off the weftern 
coaft, and threatened to take full revenge for the 
daughter o f their countrymen. Exeter fell firft into 
their hands, from the negligence or treachery of earl 
PI ugh, a Norman, who had been made governor by 
the intereft o f queen Emma* They began to fpread

* See note [D ] at the end of the volume.
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c h a p * their devaluations over the country; when the fin g-, 
,  lifli, fenfible what outrages they muft now expeii

from their barbarous and offended enemy* affetTH 
bled more early, and in greater numbers than ufualj 
and made an appearance o f vigorous refiftance* 
B ut all thefe preparations were fruftrated by the 
treachery o f duke Alfric, who was intrufted with 
the command, and who, feigning fickne;f$, refufed 
to lead the army againft the Danes, till it was 
difpirited, and at laft diffipated, by his fatal mifcon- 
du6h Alfric foon after died ; and Edric, a greater 
traitor thanhe, who had married the king's daugh
ter, and had acquired a total afcendant over him/, 
fucceeded Alfric in the government o f Mercia, and 
in the command o f the Englifh armies, A  great- 
famine, proceeding partly from the bad feaions* 
partly from the decay of agriculture, added to all 
the other miferies of the inhabitants. The country* 
Rafted by the Danes, haraffedby the fruitlefs expe
ditions of its own forces, was reduced to the utmoft 

xaoj. defolation; and at laft fubmitted to the infamy o f 
purchafmg a precarious peace from the enemy, by 
the payment of 30,000 pounds.

T he Englifh endeavoured to employ this interval 
in making preparations againft the return o f the 
Danes, which they had reafbn foon to expect. A  
law was made, ordering the proprietors of eight 
hydes of land to provide each a horfeman and a 
complete fuitof armour; and thofe o f 310 hydes to 
equip a ihip for the defence o f the coaft. When 
this navy was aflembled, which muft have confifted 
o f near eight hundred veffelsn, all hopes of its fuc- 
cefs were diiappoinfed by the faftions, aninoofities, 
and difienfions of the nobility. Edric had impelled 
his brother Bright!ic to prefer an accufation of t-rea- 
fbn againft Wolfnoth, governor of SufTex, the father 
o f the famous earl Godwin; and that nobleman*

n. ^ere wcrc hydes in England* Confequemly the ihlps
equipped mult he 785, The cavalry was 30,450 men,

well
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well acquainted with the malevolence as well as 
power o f his enemy, found no means o f fafety but 
in deferring with twenty Ihips to the Danes. Brightric 
purfued him with a fleet o f eighty fail $ but his ihips 
being ihattfcred in a tempeft, and ftranded on the 
coaft, he was iuddenly attacked by Wolfhoth, and 
all his veffels burnt and deftroyed. The imbecility 
o f  the king was little capable o f repairing this mif- 
fortune: T h e treachery o f Edric fruftrated every 
plan for future defence : And the Engliih navy, dif- 
coneerted, diicouraged, and divided, was at laft 
fcattered into its feveral harbours.

I t  is almoft impoffible, or would be tedious, tore- 
late particularly all the miferies to which the Engliih 
were thenceforth expofed, W e hear o f nothing but 
the facking and burning o f towns; the devaftation o f  
the open country; the appearance o f the enemy in 
every quarter o f the kingdom 5 their cruel diligence 
in difeovering any corner which had not been ran- 
facked by their former violence. The broken and 
disjointed narration o f the ancient hiftorians is here 
well adapted to the nature of the war, which was 
conduced by iuch hidden inroads as would have 
been dangerous even to an united and well-governed 
kingdom, but proved fatal, where nothing but a ge
neral confternation and mutual diffidence and dif— 
fenfion prevailed. The governors o f one province 
refufed to march to the ailiftance o f another, and 
were at laft terrified from afiembling their forces for 
the defence o f  their own province. General coun
cils were fummoned; but either no reiolution was 
taken, or none was carried into execution. And 
the only expedient in which the Engliih agreed, was 
the bafe and imprudent one of buying a new peace 
from the Danes, by the payment of 48,000 pounds.

T his meafure did not bring them even that ihort 
interval of repofe which they had expefted from it, 
T h e Danes, disregarding all engagements, conti
nued their devaftations and hoftiHties; levied a new

coijtri-
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C JiA P. contribution of 8000 pounds upon the county o f  
IIK _ Kent alone; murdered the archbilhop o f Canter- 

^ " >̂ 1 * faUry} who had refufed to countenance this exadion; 
and the Engliih nobility found no other refource 
than that o f fubmitting every where to the Daniiht 
monarch, Iwearing allegiance to him, and deliver^ 

*013. ing him hoftages for their fidelity. Ethelred, 
equally afraid o f the violence o f the enemy and the 
treachery o f his own fubjeds, fled into Normandy* 
whither he had fent before him q'ueen Emma, and 
her two fons Alfred and Edward. Richard received 
his unhappy guefts with a generofity that does honour 
to his memory.

lei** T he king had not Been above fix weeks in N ot- 
mandy when he heard of the death of Sweyn, who 
expired at Gainfborough, before he had time to 
eftabliih himfelf in his new-acquired dominions. 
The Engliih prelates and nobility, taking advantage 
o f this event, fent over a deputation to Normandy; 
invited Ethelred to return to them, exprefimg a de- 
fire of being again governed by their native prince* 
and intimating their hopes that, heing now tutored 
by experience, he would avoid all thofe errors which 
had been attended with fuch misfortunes to himfelf 
and to his people. But the mifeondud o f Ethelred 
was incurable; and on his refuming the govern-' 
rnent, he difcovered the fame incapacity, indolence, 
cowardice, and credulity, which had fo often ex- 
pofed him to the infults of his enemies. His fon- 
in-law, Edric, notwithftanding his repeated treafons, 
retained fuch influence at court, as to inftil into the 
king jealoufies of Sigefert and Morcar, two o f the 
chief nobles of M ercia: Edric allured them into 
his houfe, where he murdered them; while Ethel
red participated in the infamy of the adion, by con- 
fifcating their eftates, and thrufting into a convent 
the widow of Sigefert. She was a woman o f Angu
lar beauty and merit; and in a vifit which was paid 
her, during her confinement, by prince Edmond, 

11 the
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the king’s eîdeft fon, ihe infpired hirtì with fò vìò- CHAP.
lent an affeiftion, that he releafed her from the con- 
Vent, and fooiì after married her, without the con- 
fent o f his father* * ■

M e a n w h i l e  the Eogliih fourld ift Canute* thû 
fon and fueceiïbr òf Sweyn, an enemy no lefs ter
rible than the prince from whom death had fò lately 
delivered them* H e ravaged the eaftern coaffi with 
mereikfs fury* and put albore all the Englifli holt- 
ages at Sandwich* after having cut off their handâ 
and nofeSi H e was obliged* by the neCeffity o f his 
affairs* to make à voyage to Denmark * but return
ing foon after* he continued his depredations along 
the fouthern coaft : H e even broke into the counties 
o f Dorfet* Wilts* and Somerfeti where an army 
was affembled againft him, under the command o f  
prince Edmond and duke Edric, The latter itili 
continued his perfidious machinations; and after 
endeavouring in vain to get the prince into his power, 
he found means to difperfe the army * and he then Ut£l 
openly defected to Canute with forty vCiTels.

N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  this misfortune* Edrriorid 
Was îlot difconcerted * but affembling all the forcé 
o f England, was in a condition to give battle to thé 
enenly. The king had had fuch frequent experience 
o f perfidy among his fubjefts* that he had loft all ton-* 
fidence in them : H e remained at London* pretend
ing ficknefs* but really from apprehenfions that they 
intended to buy their peace, by delivering him into 
the hands of his enemies* The army called aloud 
for their fovereign to march at their head againft thé 
Danes ; and, on his refufal to take the field, they 
Were lb difcouraged* that thofe vaft preparations be
came ineffectual for the defence o f the kingdom**
Edmond, deprived o f all regular fupplies to main
tain his foldiers, was obliged to commit equal ra
vages with thofe which were praftifed by the Danes ; 
and after making fonie fruitlefs expeditions into the 
north, which had iubmitted entirely to Canute5**
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p o W j he retired to London, determined there to 
maintain, to the laft extremity, the fmall remains 
o f Englifh liberty. H e here found every thing in 
confufion by the death of the king, who expired 
after an unhappy and' inglorious reign of thirty-five 
years. H e left two fons by Jus firft marriage, Ed
mond, who fucceeded him, and Edwy, whom C a
nute afterwards murdered. His two ions by the fe- 
cond marriage, Alfred and Edward, were immedi
ately, upon Ethelred’s death, conveyed into N or
mandy by queen Emma.

HI S TORY OF ENGLAND.

E D M O N D  Ironfide.

*npHIS prince, who received the name of Ironfide 
. J. from his hardy valour, poflèfìèd courage and 
abilities fufBcient to have prevented his country 
from finking into thofe calamities, but not to raife 
it from that abyfs of mifery into which it had already 
fallen. Among the other misfortunes of the Eng- 
liih, treachery and difaffedtipn had creeped in 
among the nobility and prelates ; and Edmond 
found no better expedient for {topping the farther 
progrefs of .thefe fatal .evils, than , to lead his army 
inftantly into the field, and .to employ them againft 
the common enemy. After meeting with feme 
fuccefs at Gillingham, he prepared himfelf to de-, 
cide, in one general engagement, the fate of, his 
crown ; and at Scoerfton, in the county of Glocefter,, 
he offered battle to the enemy, who were com
manded by Canute and Edric. Fortune, in the be- 

„ ginning of the day, declared for him ; but Edric, 
having cut off the head of one Ofmer, whofe coun
tenance refembled that of Edmond, fixed ico n  a 
fpear, carried jt  through the ranks in triumph, .and 
called aloud to the Englifh, that it was time to fly;, 
for, behold ! the head of their fovereigjn» ; A n d  
though Edmond, obferving the confternation o f the 
troops, took off his helmet and fhowed himfelf to

them,



them* the utmoft1 he could gain by his aftivity and 
Valour was to leave the victory: undecided* Edric 
now took a furer method to ruinhim* by pretending 
to'defert to him ; and as' Edmond was well ac
quainted with his power* and probably knew no 
other Oi the chief nobility in whom he could repofe 
more confidence* he was obliged* notwithftanding 
the repeated perfidy o f the man* to give him a con- 
fiderable' command in the army. A  battle foon after 
enfued at AfTmgton in Eflex; where Edric* flying 
in the beginning of the day* occafioned the total 
defeat o f die Englifh* followed by a great ilaughter 
o f  the nobility. The indefatigable Edmond* how
ever,; had ftill refources : AfTerfiblinga new army at 
Glocefter* he. was again in a condition to dilpute the 
field; when the Danifh and Englifh nobility* equally 
harafied with thofe convulfions* obliged their kings 
to come to a compromife* and! to divide the king
dom between them by treaty. Canute, referved to 
himfelf the northern diviixon* confifting o f  Mercia* 
Eaft-Anglia* and; Northumberland* which he had 
entirely lubdued: The fouthefn parts were left to 
Edmond, This prince furvived the .treaty about 
a month: He- was murdered at Oxford by two of 
his chamberlains* accomplices of Edric* who there
by made way for the fucaeffion- of Canute the Bane 
to the crown o f England,

■ E D M Q N £> I R ON S I D E.
a  h  a  p *
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^ r H E  Englifh, who had been unable to defend 
^  their country* and maintain their independency* 

under fo aftive and brave a prince as Edmond* 
could* after his death* expeft nothing but total fub- 
je£lion from Canute* who* aftive and brave him
felf* and at the head o f a great force* was ready to 
take advantage of the minority o f Edwin and Ed
ward* the two ions o f Edmond. Y e t this con
queror* who was commonly fo little fcrupulous*
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iHdwcd himfelf: anxious to cover his injuftice under 
plaufifale pretences: Before he feized the dominions 
o f  the Englifh princes, he fummoned a general af- 
fembly of the ftates* in order to fix the fucceffion of 
the kingdom^ H e here fuborrred feme nobles to 
depofe that* in the treaty of Glocefter* it had been 
verbally agreed either to name Canute* in cafe o f 
Edmond's death* fucceffor to his dominions* or 
tutor to his children (for hiftorians vary in this par
ticular) : And that evidence* fupported by the-greatf 
power of Canute* determined the ftates immediately 
to put the Daniih monarch in poffeiilon o f the go
vernment. Canute, jealous of the two princes* but 
fenfible that he ihould render himfelf extremely odi
ous if  he ordered them to be difpatched in E ng
land* fent them abroad to his ally the king of Swe
den* whom he defired* as icon as they arrived at 
his court* to'free him by their death from all far
ther anxiety. The Swedifh monarch was too ge
nerous to comply with the-requeft* but being afraid 
o f drawing on himfelf a quarrel with Canute* by 
proteding the young princes* he fent them to So
lomon* king o f Hungary* to be educated in his 
court. T h e elder Edwin was afterwards married to 
the filter of the king, o f Hungary; but the Englilh 
prince dying without iffue* Solomon gave his filter- 
in-law, Agatha*, daughter of the emperor Henry II. 
m marriage to Edward the younger brother; and' 
Ihe bore him Edgar Atheiing, Margaret* after
wards queen of Scotland* and Chriftina* who re-“ 
tired into a convent. < .. ■ ■

C a n u t e * though he had reached the great .point 
e f  his ambition*, in obtaining poileffion o f the Eng- 
liih crovyn* was obliged at foil to make great facri- 
fices to it 5 and to gratify the chief of the nobility*, 
by bellowing, on them the moil extenfive govern
ments. and jurifdidions. H e created Thurkill earl 
or duke o f Baft-Anglia (for thefe titles were then 
nearly of tire lame import)* Y ric of Northumber

land*
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land, and Edric o f  M ercia; referving only to him- C H A P ,  
felf the adminiftration o f Weffex. But feizing 
afterwards a favourable opportunity, he expelled 
Thurkilland Y ric from their.governments, andba- 
niihed them the kingdom : H e put to death many o f 
the Englifh nobility, on whofe fidelity he could not 
rely, and whom he hated on account of their diiloy- 
alty to their native prince* And even the traitor 
Edric, haying had the affurance to reproach him 
with his fervices, was condemned to be executed, 
and his body to be thrown into the Tham es; a fuit- 
able reward for his multiplied ads o f perfidy and 
rebellion.

C a n u t e  alfo found him felf obliged, in the be
ginning o f his reign, to load the people with heavy 
taxes, in order to reward his Danifli followers : H e 
exaded from them at one time the fum o f 72,000 
pounds s befides 11,000 pounds which he levied on 
London alone. H e was probably willing, from 
political motives, to mulft feverely that city, on 
account o f the affedion which it had borne to E d 
mond, and the refiftance which it had made to the 
Danifli power in two obftinate fieges0. But thefe 
rigours were imputed to neceifity; and Canute, like 
a wife prince  ̂ was determined that the Engliih, now 
deprived of all their dangerous leaders, Aiould be 
reconciled to the Danifli yoke, by the juftice and 
impartiality of his adminiftration. H e fent back to 
Denmark as many o f his followers as he Could fafely 
fpare: H e reftored the Saxon cuftoms in a general 
aflembly o f the ftates: H e made no diftindion be
tween Danes and Engliih in the diftribution of ju f
tice: And he took care, by a ftrict execution o f 
law, to proted the lives and properties o f all his 
people, The Danes were gradually incorporated 
with his new fubjeds $ and both v'cre glad to ofr-

c W . Malm. p. 73. Tmorit of thefe fieges, Canute diverted, the 
courleof the Thames, and by that means brought his ihtps above 
London bridge.
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C HAP*, tain a little refpite from thofe multiplied calamities 
. y *  , from which the one, no lets than the other, had, in 

■ v* - their fierce conteft for power, experienced fuch fatal 
confequences.

T he removal of Edmond’s children into fo dii- 
tant a country as Hungary,.was, next to their death, 
regarded by Canute as the greateft fecurity to his 
government: H e had no farther. anxiety, except 
with regard to Alfred and Edward, who were pro- 

, teXed and fupported by their uncle, Richard duke 
o f  Normandy. Richard even fitted o u t. a great 
armament, in order to reftore. the Englifh princes 
to the throne of their anceftors; and though the 
navy was difperfed by a ftorm, Canute, law. the dan
ger to which he was expofed from .the. enmity of fo 
warlike a people as the Normans. . In order to ac
quire the friendfhip of the duke, he ; paid his ad- 
drefles to queen Emma, lifter of that prince.; and 
promifed that .he-would leave the children, whom 
he ihould have by that marriage, in pofieffion of 
the crown of England. , Richard complied with his 
demand, and fent over Emma to England, where 
ihe was foon after married.to Canutep. The-Eng- 
lilh, though they difapproved o f  her efpoufing the 
mortal enemy of her former hufband and his family, 
were pleafed to find at court a fovereign, to whom 
they were accuftomed, and who had already formed 
connexions withthem: And thus Canute, befides 
fecuriog by this marriage the alliance of Normandy, 
gradually acquired, by the fame means, the con
fidence of his own fubjeXs k The Norman prince 
did not long furvive the marriage of Emma; and 
he left the inheritance of the dutchy to his eldeft fon 
o f the fame name; who dying a year after him 
without children, was fucceeded by his brother R o 
bert, a man of valour and abilities,

/ Chron. Sax. p. 151. W. MalmeT. p. 73, q W. Malmef. 
p. 73. Higden, p. »25. 1 ,

■ C a n u t e



C anute , having fettled his power in England be
yond all danger o f a revolution, made a voyage to 
Denmark, in order to refill the attacks of the king 
of Sweden ; and he carried along with him a great 
body of the Engliih, under the command of earl 
Godwin, This nobleman had here an opportunity 
of performing a fervice, by which he both recon
ciled the king's mind to the Engliih nation, and, 
gaining to himfelf the friendfhip o f his lbvereign, 
laid the foundation of that immenfe fortune which he 
acquired to his family, H e was ftationed next the 
Swedifh camp; and obferving a favourable oppor
tunity, which he was obliged fuddenly to feize, he 
attacked the enemy in the night, drove them from 
their trenches, threw them into diforder, purfued 
his advantage, and obtained a decifive vidtory over 
them.- Next morning Canute, feeing the Engliih 
camp entirely abandoned, imagined that thofe dif- 
affeCted troops had deferred to the enemy: H e was 
agreeably furprifed to find that they were at that 
time engaged in purfuit of the difeomfited Swedes. 
H e was fo pleafed with his fuccefs, and with the 
manner o f obtaining it, that he bellowed his daugh
ter in marriage upon Godwin, and treated him ever 
after with entire confidence and regard.

I n another voyage, which he made afterwards to 
Denmark, Canute attacked Norway, and expelling 
the juft but unwarlike Olaus, kept poileffion of his. 
kingdom till the death of that prince. H e had now, 
by his conquefts and valour, attained the utmoft: 
height o f grandeur : Having Jeifure from wrars and 
intrigues, he felt the unfatisfadlory nature o f all hu
man enjoyments; and, equally weary o f the glories 
and turmoils o f this life, he began to call his view 
towards that future exiilence, which it is fo natural 
for the human mind, whether fatiated by profperity, 
or difguiled with adverfity, to make the objefl o f  
its attention. Unfortunately, the lpiric which pre
vailed in that age gave a wrong direction to his de-

L  4 votion;
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c h a p , votion: Inftead o f making compenfation to thaffe 
, whom he had injured by his former a£ts of violence, 

he employed himfelf entirely in thofe exercifes o f 
piety which the monks repreiented as the moft me
ritorious, * H e built churches, he endowed monaf- 
teries, he enriched the ecclefiaftics, and he bellowed 
revenues for the fupport o f chantries at Affingtort 
and other places \ where he appointed prayers to be. 
faid for "the fouls of thofe who had there fallen in 
battle againft him» H e even undertook a pilgrim-, 
age to Rome, where he refided a confiderable time r 
Belides obtaining from the pope fome privileges for 
the Englifh fchool erefted there, he engaged all the 
princes, through whofe. dominions he was obliged tq 
pafs, tq defift from thofe heavy impofitions and tolls 
which they were aceuftomed to exa£b from the Eng- 
Jiih pilgrims, By this fpirit of devotion, no lefs; 
than by his equitable and politic adminiftration, he 
gained, in a good meafure, the affe&ions of hi$ 
fubjefe*

C anute, the greateft and moft powerful monarch 
o f his time, foyereign of Denmark and Norway, as 
well as of England, could not fail o f meeting with 
adulation from his courtiers 5 a tribute which is 1C 
berally paid even to the meaneft and weakefb 
princes. Some of his flatterers breaking out one 
day in admiration of his grandeur, exclaimed thatr 
every thing was poffible for him : Upon which thq 
monarch, it is faid, ordered his chair to be fet 0.11 
the fea-ihore, while the tide was riling; and as the 
waters approached, he commanded them to retire* 
and tq obey the voice of him who was lord of the- 
ocean. H e feigned to fit fome time in expectation- 
of their fubafiffion; but when the fea Hill advanced 
towards him, and began to waih him with its bil
lows, he turned to his courtiers, and remarked tq- 
them, that every creature in the univerfe was feeble' 
and impotent, and that power refided with one 
Being alone, in v/hofe hands were all the elements 
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o f nature; who could fay to the ocean? Thus fa r  
Jhalt thou go, and no farther \ and who could level 
with his nod the moft towering piles o f human pride 
and ambition.

T he only memorable aflion which Canute per
formed after his return from Rome? was an expedi
tion againft Malcolm? king of Scotland. During 
the reign o f Ethejred? a tax o f a ihilling a hyde had 
been impofed on all the lands o f England. It was 
commonly called Danegeit; becaufe the revenue had 
been employed? either in buying peace with the 
panes? or in making preparations againft the in
roads o f that hoftile nation. That monarch had 

'required that the fame tax fhould be paid by Cum 
berland which was held by the Scots, but Malcolm, 
a warlike prince? told him? that as he was always 
able to repulie the Danes by his own power? he. 
would neither fubmit to buy peace o f his enemies, 
nor pay others  ̂ for refifting them, Ethelred? 
offended at this reply? which contained a fecret re
proach on his own conduit, undertook an exnedi- 
rioff againft Cumberland 5 but though he committed 
ravages upon the country? he could never bring 
Malcolm to a temper more humble or fubmiflive. 
Canute? after his acceilion? fummoned the Scottiih 
king to acknowledge hlmfelt a vafial for Cumber
land to the crown of England ? but Malcolm re-* 
fufed compliance? on pretence that he owed homage 
to thpfe princes only who inherited that kingdom by 
right of blood. Canute was not o f a temper to 
bear this infult 5 and the king of Scotland ibon found 
tha> the fceptre was in very different hands from 
thofe of the feeble and irrefolute Ethelred* Upon 
Canute's appearing on the frontiers with a for
midable army? Malcolm agreed that his grand- 
£bn and heir? Duncan? whom he put in pofieffion 
o f Cumberland? ihould make the fubmifiions re
quired? and that the heirs o f Scotland Ihould al-



c h a p * ways acknowledge themfelves vaffals to England for
111' that provincer, ^

C anute palTed four years in peace after this en- 
terprife, and he died at Shaftlbury s ; leaving three 
fons3 Sweyn, Harold, and Hardicanute. Sweyn, 
whom he had by his firft marriage with Alfwen, 
daughter of the earl of Hampfhire, was crowned in 
Norway: Hardicanute, whom Emma had bom 
him, was in poiTeffion of Denmark: Harold, who 
was of the fame marriage with Sweyn, was at that 
time in England. 1

H I S T O R Y  OF E N G L A N D .

H A R O L D  B A R E F O O T .

1035. **irH Q U G H  Canute, in his treaty with Richard, 
duke of Normandy, had ftipulated that his chil

dren by Emma fhould fucceed to the crown of E ng
land, he had either confidered himfelf as releafed 
from that engagement by the death o f Richard, or 
efteenaed it dangerous to leave an unfettled and 
newly conquered kingdom in the hands of fa young 
a prince as Hardicanute: H e therefore appointed, 
bv his will, Harold fucceiTor to the crown. This 
prince was befides prefent, to maintain his claim ; 
he was favoured by all the Danes; and he got im
mediately poileftion of his father's treafures, which 
might be equally ufefu.l, whether he found it necef- 
fary to proceed by force or intrigue, in infuring his 
fucceffion. On the other hand, Hardicanute had 
the fuffragcs of the Englifh, who, on account o f 
his being born among them of queen Emma, re
garded him as their countryman; he was favoured 
by the articles of treaty with the duke of Normandy; 
and above all, his party was efpoufed by earl God
win, the rnoft powerful nobleman in the kingdom, 
efpecially in the province of Weiiex, the chief feat

r W. Malm, p, 74, * Chron. Sax. p. 154.. AV.Malm. p. 76.
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H A R O L D  H A R E F O O T .

o f the ancient Englifh. Affairs were likely to ter
minate in a civil wars when, by the interpofition of 
the nobility o f both parties* a compromife was 
made; and it was agreed that Harold fhould en
joy* together with London* all the provinces north 
o f the Thames, while the pofieffion o f the fouth 
ihouid remain to Hardicanute; and till that prince 
fhould appear and take pofieffion o f his dominions* 
Emma fixed her refidence at Winchefter* and efta- 
bliihed her . authority over her ion's ihare of the 
partition.

M e a n w h il e  Robert* duke of Normandy* died 
in a pilgrimage to the H oly Land* and being fuc- 
ceeded by a fon* yet a minor* the two Englifh 
princes* Alfred and Edward* who found no longer 
any countenance or prote£fion in that country* gladly 
embraced the opportunity o f paying a vifit* with a 
numerous retinue* to their mother Emma* who 
ieemed to be placed in a ftate o f fo much power and 
fplendor at Winchefter. But the face o f affairs 
foon wore a melancholy aipeft. Earl Godwin 
had been gained by the arts-of Harold* who pro- 
mifed to efpoufe the daughter o f that nobleman; 
and while the treaty was yet a fecret* thefe two ty
rants laid a plan for the deftruftion of the Engliili 
princes, Alfred was invited to London by Harold 
with many profeffions o f  friendfhip; but when he 
had reached Guildford* he was fet upon by Godwin's 
vaflals* about fix hundred of his train were murdered 
in the molt cruel manner* he himfelf was taken pri- 
foner* his eyes were put out* and he was conduced 
to the monaftery of Ely* where he died foon after \ 
Edward and Emma* apprifed o f the fate which was 
awaiting them* fled beyond fea* the former into

* H. Hunt, p, 365, YnotL Neiiftr, p, 4**4-. Hoveden, p, 43$. 
Chron. Mailr. p. 156. Higden} p. 277. Chron. St. Petri deBurgo, 
p. 39, Sim. Dun. p. 179, Abbas Rieval* p. 366, 374. Brampton, 
p. 935. Gui. Gem. lib. 7, cap. u ,  Math. Weft. p, 209. Plor. 
Wjgorp. p* Alur. Bcyefl. p, 11S.
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Normandy, the latter into Flanders. While Ha* 
rold, triumphing in his bloody policy* took poflfef- 
lion, without refinance, of all the dominions afligned 
to his brother,  ̂ .......:

T h i s  is the only memorable aftion performed,r 
during a reign o f four years, by this prince, >hpf 
gave fo bad a fpecimenof his charafteiy and whofeu 
bodily accomplifhments alone are known to us by his 
appellation of Barefoot> which he acquired from his 
agility in running and' walking. H e died on thê  
x4th of April, 103$; little regretted or efteemedi 
by his fubjefts; and. left the iucceiilon open to his 
brother, Hardicanute,

H A R D !  C A N U T E ,

T J A R D I C A N U T E , or Canute the Hardy, that 
X *  is, the robuft (for he too is chiefly known by1 
his bodily accomplishments), though, by remaining 
fo long in Denmark, he had been deprived of his; 
fnare in the partition o f . the kingdom, had not 
abandoned his pretentions 5 and he had determined/' 
before Harold's death, to recover by arms what he 
had loft, either by his own negligence, or by the 
neceflity of his affairs. On pretence of paying a 
vifit to the queen dowager in Flanders, he had af- 
fembled a fleet of fixty fail, and was preparing tq 
make a,defcent on England, when intelligence of his 
bi-other's death induced him to fail immediately to 
London, where he was received in triumph, and 
acknowledged king without oppoiition.

T he firft aft of Hardicanute's government af
forded his fubjefts a bad prognoftic of his future 
conduft,  ̂ He was fo enraged at Harold, for de
priving him of his ihare of the kingdom, and for 
the^cruel treatment, of his brother Alfred, that, in 
an impotent deflre of revenge againft the dead, he 
ordered his body to be dug ¿up, and to be thrown 
into the Tham es; And when it was found by Tome

fiihermen*
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fifhermen, and buried in London, he ordered it à  
again to be dug up, and to be thrown again into the 
river i But it* was fiihed up a fécond time, and then 
interred with great fecrecy. Godwin, equally for-* 
vile and infolent, fubmitted to be his infiniment in 
that unnatural and brutal aérion.

T hat  nobleman knew that he was univerfallÿ 
believed to have been an accomplice in the barbarity 
exercifed oh Alfred, and that he was on that account 
obnoxious to. Hardicanutes and perhaps he hopedi 
by difplaying this rage againft Harold's memory, to 
juftify himfelf from having had any participation in 
his counfels, But prince Edward, being invited 
over by the king, immediately on, his appearance* 
preferred an aceufation againft Godwin for the mur
der of Alfred, and demanded juftice for that crime* 
Godwin, in order to appeafe the king, made him a 
magnificent prefent o f a galley with a gilt ftern, 
towed by fourfcore men, who wore each o f them a 
gold bracelet on his arm, weighing ftxteen ounces, 
and were armed, and clothed in the moft iumptuous 
manner.- Hardicanute, pleafedwith the fplendorof 
this fpe<i|acle, quickly forgot his brother's murder; 
and on. Godwin's. fwearing that he was innocent o f  
the crime, he allowed him to be acquitted.

: T hough .Hardicanute, before his acceffion, had 
been called over by the vows o f the Englifh, he 
foon loft the affebaonsof the nation by his mifconw 
éu& -3 but nothing appeared more grievous to them, 
than his renewing the impofition o f Danegek, and 
obliging the nation to pay a great fum o f money to 
the Seet which brought him from Denmark. T h e  
difcontents ran high in many places ; In Woreefter 
the populace role, and put to death two o f the 
colleftors. The king, enraged at this oppofition, 
fwore vengeance againft the city, and ordered three 
noblemen, Godwin, duke o f VVeftex, Siward, duke 
o f Northumberland, and Leo frie, duke o f Mercia, * 
to execute his- menacés with* the utmoft rigour.

k ney



c h a p . They were obliged to fee fire to the city,* and de-* 
lIL liver it up to be plundered by their foldiers; but 

L they faved the lives of the inhabitants  ̂ whom they
confined in a fmalL ifland of the Severn, called 
Beverey, till, by their interceffion, they were able 
to appeafe the king, and obtain the pardon of the 
fupplicants.

T his violent government was o f ill or t duration, 
Hardicanute died in two years after his acceffion, 
at the nuptials of a Daniih lord, which he had ho
noured with his prefence. His ufual habits o f in

temperance were fo well known, that, ■ notwith- 
. ftanding his robuft conftkution, his fudden death 
gave as little furprife as it did forrow to his fubjedts.

I5g HIS T  O R *  O F £ N G L  A N  D/

E D W A R D  the Co n fesso r /  ■;

*041. r p H E  Engliih, on the death of Hardicanute, faw 
-*■  a favourable opportunity for- recovering their 

liberty, and for ihaking off the; Daniih yoke, un
der which they had fo long laboured. Sweyn, king 
o f Norway, the eldeft fon of Canute, was abfent; 
and as the two laft kings had died without iffue, 
none of that race prefented himfelfj nor any whom 
the Danes could fupport as fucceffor .to the throne. 
Prince Edward was fortunately at court on his bro
ther's detnifej and though the defcendants of E d 
mond Ironfide were the true heirs of the Saxon fa- 
mily, yet their abfence in fo remote a country as 
Hungary, appeared a fufficient reaibn for their ex- 
clufion, to a people like the Engliih, fo little ac- 
cuftomed to obferve a regular order in the fuccefiion 
o f their monarchs. A ll delays might be dangerous 3 
and the prelent occafion muft haftily be embraced; 
while the Danes, without concert, without a>leader, 
aftoniihed at the prefent incident, and anxious only 
xor their peribnal fafety, dürft, not oppofe the united 
voice of the nation.

B ut



B u t  this concurrence o f circumftanees in favour C H 
o f Edward, might have failed of its effect, had his t f  
ffucceffion been oppofed by Godwin* whole power, 
alliances, and abilities, gave him a great influence 
at all times, efpecially amidfl thole Hidden opportu
nities, which always attended a revolution of govern-f * Q
ment, and which, either feized or neglefted, com
monly prove decifive. There wereoppofite reafons 
which divided men's hopes and fears with regard .to 
Godwin's conduit. On the one hand, the credit o f 
that nobleman lay chiefly in Weffex, which was al- 
moil entirely inhabited by E nglilh: It was therefore 
prefumed that he would fecond the wiihes o f that 
people in reftoring the Saxon line, and in humbling 
the Danes, from whom he, as well as they, had 
reafon to dread, as they had already felt, the moil 
grievous oppreflions. On the other hand, there 
fubfifted a declared animoiity between Edward and 
Godwin, on account o f Alfred's murder; o f which 
the latter had publicly been accufed by the prince, 
and which he might believe lo deep an offence as 
could never, on account of any fubfequent merits; 
be fincerely pardoned. But their common friends 
here interpofed ; and reprefenring the neceiiky o f 
their good correfpondence, obliged them to lay 
afide all jealoufy and rancour, and concur in re
ftoring liberty to their native country, . Godwin 
only ftipulated that Edward, as a pledge o f his fin- 
cere reconciliation, ihould promife to marry his 
daughter Editha, and having fortified himfelf by 
this alliance, he fummoned a general council at 
Gillingham, and prepared every meafure for fecuring 
the fucceffion to Edward. T he Englilh were una
nimous and zealous in their relolurions; the Danes 
were divided and difpirited ; Any fmall oppofirion, 
which appeared in this affembly, was brow-beaten 
and fupprefied; and Edward was crowned king, 
with every demonftration o f duty and affection.

T he

Ed w a r d  t h e  c o n f .e s s g r .



ÜXSTOËŸ 0 1 ËMf âLANOr
AI*. T h e  triumph of the Engliih, upon this figiiaf
jj* ând decilive advantage, Was at firft attended with 

ibme infult and violence againit the Danes ; büt the 
king, by the rnildneis of his charaéter, iboil recon* 
died the latter to his adminlflratioii, and the diftinc- 
tion between the two nations gradually difappeared* 
T h e Danes were interfperfed with thé Engliih in 
moil of the provinces ; they ipoke nearly the fame 
language i they differed little in their manners and 
laws 3 domeftic diffenfions in Denmark prevented, 
for fome years, any powerful invafion from thence, 
which might awaken paft animofities ; and as thé 
Norman conqueft, which enfued icon after, re
duced both nations to equal fubjeâion, there is no 
farther mention in hiftory of any difference between 
them* The joy, however  ̂ o f their prefent deliver
ance made fuch impreffion on the minds of the Eng* 
lifh, that they inftituted an annual feftival For cele
brating that great event 3 and it was obferved in 
ibme countries even to the time of Spellmanu.

T h e  popularity which Edward enjoyed on his 
acceffion, was not deitroyed by the firft a6t o f his 
adminiftration, his refuming all the grants o f his 
immediate predeceffors 5 an attempt which is com
monly attended with the moll dangerous eonfe- 
quences* The poverty of the crown convinced thé 
nation that this adl of violence was become abfo* 
lutely neceffary 3 and as the lofs fell chiefly orr the 
Danes, who had obtained large grants from the'laté 
kings, their countrymen, on account of their fer- 

■ vices in fubduing the kingdom, the Eiiglifti were 
rather pleafed to fee them reduced to their primi
tive poverty* The king’s feverity alfo towards his 
mother, the queen-dowager, though expofed to 
fome more cenfure, met not with very general dis
approbation* H e had hitherto lived on indifferent

6 Spell, Giofisry, in verbo Hocdaf,
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terms with that princeis: he accufed her o f neglect- c h a p , 
ing him and his brother during their adverfe for- t J1**; ^ 
t i m e ; H e remarked, that as the fuperior quali
ties of Canute^ and his better treatment o f her> had 
made her intirely indifferent to the memory o f Ethel- 
red, ihe alfo gave the preference to her children o f 
the fecond bed, and always regarded Hardióañüte as 
her favourite. The fame realbns had probably made 
her unpopular in England; and though her bene
factions to the monks obtained her the favour o f 
that order, the nation was net, in general, dif- 
pleafed to fee her flopped by Edward o f immenfe 
treafures which ihe had amafied. H e confined her* 
during the remainder o f her life, in a monaftery at 
Winchefterj but carried his 'rigour againft her no 
farther* The ftoriesr,of his accufing her o f a parti
cipation in her fon Alfred's murder, and o f  a cri
minal correfpondence with the biihop o f Winchefter* 
and alio o f her jollifying herfelf by treading bare
foot, without receiving any hurt, over nine burning 
plough-ihares, were the inventions o f the monkifh 
hiftorlans, and were propagated and believed from 
the filly wonder o f pofterity h

T h e  Engiifh flattered themfelves that, by the ac- 
eeffion of Edward, they were delivered for ever 
from the dominion o f foreigners 5 but they foon 
found that this evil was not yet entirely removed.
T h e king had been educated in Normandy 3 and 
had contrafted many intimacies with die natives o f 
that country, as well as an affefrion for their man
ners y. The court of England was foon filled with 
Normans, who, being diilinguifhed both by the fa
vour of Edward, and by a degree o f cultivation iu- 
perior to that which was attained by die Engliih in 
thofe ages, foon rehdered their language, euitoms* 
and laws, failiionable in the kingdom. The ftudy 
o f the French tongue became general among thqf

w Anglia Sacra, voL I. p, 237, 
y ingulf, p. 6a,

V o l , L

* Higden, p. 277.
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c H A P. people. The courtiers, affe^red to irfiitate that hi*  
Iir; , tion in' their drefs, equipage; and entertainments s 

^  Even the lawyers employed a foreign language in 
their deeds and papers x : But above all, the church 
felt the influence and dominion o f thofe ftrangers: 
U lf  and William, two Normans, who had formerly 
been the king's chaplains, were created bifhops of 
Dorchefter and London, Robert, a Norman alfo, 
was promoted to the fee o f Canterbury y, and al
ways enjoyed the higheft favour o f his mafter, of 
which his abilities rendered him not unworthy. And 
though the king's prudence,, or his want o f autho
rity, -made him confer almoft all vthe civil and mi

litary employments on the natives, the eccleiiafticd 
preferments fell often to the fhare o f the Normans; 
and as the latter poileffed Edward's confidence, they 
had fecretly a great influence on public affairs, and 
excited the jealoufy of the Englifh, particularly o f 
Earl Godwin 2.

T his powerful nobleman, beiides being duke or 
carl of Weflex, had the counties of Kent and Suffex 
annexed to his government. His eldeftfon, Sweyn, 
pofTdied the fame authority in the counties o f O x- 
Tord, Berks, Glocefter, and Hereford: And H a
rold, his ftcond fon, was duke of Eaft-Anglia, and 
at the fame time governor o f Eilex. The great 
authority of this family was fupported by immenfe 
pofleiTions and powerful alliances; and the abilities, 
as well as ambition, of Godwin himfelf contributed 
to render it ftill more dangerous. A  prince of 
greater capacity and vigour than Edward would 
have found it difficult to iupport the dignity of the 
crown under fuch circumftances-; and as the haughty 
temper of Godwin made him often forget the re- 
fped due to his prince, Edward's animofity againft 
him was grounded ompenonal as well as political 
‘confiderations, on recent as well as more ancient in-

1 P- 62. y Chroii. Sax. p. iSu  * W. Malm’, p. So.

. * ........  ' juries*’
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furies, T h e king, in purfuance of his engage- C 
ments, had indeed married Editha, the daughter o f 
G o d w i n b u t  this alliance became a freih fource o f 
enmity between them. Edward's hatred o f the far
ther was transferred to that prineefs; arid Editha, 
though poiTeffed o f  many amiable accomplifhments, 
could never acquire thé confidence and âffeétion of her 
hufband. It is even pretended that, during the 
Whole courfe of her life, he abftained from all com- 

, merce o f  love with her i and fuch was the abfurd 
admiration paid to an inviolable chaftity during 
thole ages, that his conduct in this particular is 
highly celebrated by the monkiih Jiiftorians, and 
greatly contributed to his acquiring the title o f faint 
and confeflbr \

T h e  moft popular pretence on which Godwin 
could ground his diiaffeffion to the king and his ad^

■ miniitration, was to complain o f the influence of the 
Normans in the government 3 and a declared oppo- 
fition had thence arifen between him and thefe fa
vourites. It was not long before this animofity 
broke into aétion. Euftace, count of Bologne, 
having paid a vint to the king, paffed by-Dover 
in his return : One of his train, being refufed en
trance to a lodging which had been affigned him, 
attempted to make his way by force, and in the 
conteft he wounded the matter o f the houle*. T h e  
inhabitants revenged this infult by the death o f the 
ftranger; the count and his train took arms, and 
murdered the wounded townfmanj a tumult en- 
fued 5 near twenty perlons were killed on each fide j 
and Euftace, being .overpowered by numbers, was 
obliged to fave his life by flight from the fury of the 
populace. H e hurried immediately, to court, end 
complained o f the ufage he had met with : The king 
entered zealoufly into the quarrel, and was highly

a Chron. Sax, p. t 37»  ̂ W". Malm* p, 80. Hidden* p. 277.
Abbas Rie vaì. p. 366* <377. Matt h, Weil. p. 221* Chi on* l'Ilo;;!. 
Wykesj AngHa Sacra, vohi* p, 241.
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difpleafed that a ftranjger o f fuch diftinition, whom 
he had invited over to his court, ihould, -without 
any juft caufe, as he believed, have Telt fo feniihly 
the infolence and animofity of his people* H e gave 
orders to Godwin, in whofe government Dover lay, 
to repair immediately toihe place, and to punifh the 
inhabitants for the crime : But Godwin, who deflred 
rather to encourage than reprefs the popular dis
contents againft foreigners, rèfufed .obedience, and 
endeavoured to throw the whole blame of the riot on 
the count of Bologne, and his retinue c. Edward, 
touched in fo feniible a point, faw the neceffity o f 
exerting the royal authority ; and he threatened. 
Godwin, if  he perfifted in his difobedience, to .make 
him feel the utmoft effe&s o f his refentment.

T h e  earl, perceiving a rupture to be unavoidable, 
and pleafed to embark in a caufe where it was likely 
he fhould be fupported by his countrymen, made 
preparations for his own defence, or rather for an 
attack on Edward. Under pretence, o f repreffing 
fome diforders on the Welih frontier, he fecretly 
affembled a great army, and was approaching the 
king, who refided, without any military force, and 
without fufpicion, at Glocefter k Edward applied 
for proteftion to Siward, duke of Northumberland, 
and Leofric, duke of Mercia, two powerful noble- 
men, whofe jealoufy of Godwin’s greatnefs, as well 
as their duty to the crown, engaged them to defend 
the king in this extremity. They haftened to him 
with fuch of their followers as they could affemble 
on a fudden ; and finding the danger much greater 
than they had at firit apprehended, they iftued orders 
for muftering all the forces within their refpedtive 
governments, and for marching them without delay 
to the. defence of the king’s perfon and authority* 
Edward, meanwhile, endeavoured to gain time by 
négociation ; while Godwin, who thought the king

c Chron, Sax. p. 163, W. Malm, p .S i, 
** Caron, Sax. p. 163, W, Malm, p. Si,

Higdert, p.^79.
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entirely, in-his power* and who was willing to fave C h a p * 
appearances, fell into the fnare; and not fenfible 
that he ought to have no farther referve after he had 
proceeded fo far, he loft the favourable opportunity 
o f  rendering himfelf matter of the government*

T h e  Engliih, though they had no high idea o f 
Edward's vigour and capacity, bore him great affec
tion on account o f his humanity, juftice, and piety, 
as well as the long race of their native kings from 
whom he was defcended 3 and they haftened from 
all quarters to defend him from the prefent danger.
H is army was now fo confiderable, that he ven
tured to take the field 3 and marching to London, 
he fummoned a great council to judge of the rebel
lion o f Godwin and his ions. Thefe noblemen pre
tended at firft that they were willing to ftand their 
trial,* but having in vain endeavoured to make 
their adherents perfift in rebellion, they offered to 
come to London, provided they might receive hoft- 

v ages for their fafety: This propofal being rejected, 
they were obliged to difband the remains o f their 

: - forces, and have recourfe to flight. Baldwin, earl 
o f Flanders, gave proteftion to Godwin and his 
three ions, Gurth, Sweyn, and T o fti; the latter 
o f whom had married the daughter of that prince 5 
Harold and Leofwin, two other o f his fons, took 
ihelter in Ireland. T h e eftates o f the father and 
fons< were confifcated: Their governments were 
given to others: Queen Editha was confined in a 
monaftery at -Warewel: And the greatnefs of this 
family, once fo formidable, feemed now to be to
tally fupplanted and overthrown.

B u t  Godwin had fixed his authority on too firm 
a bafis, and he was too ftrongly fupported by alli
ances, both foreign and domeftic, not to occafion 
farther difturbances, and make new efforts for his 
re-eftablifhment* The earl o f Lenders permitted 
him to purchale and hire fhips within his harbours; 
and Godwin, having manned them with his fol-

M  3 , lowers,
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C  H A F. lowers/ and with free-hooters of all nations, put ,t<x 

lea, and attempted to make a defcent at Sandwich. 
The king, informed of his preparations, had equip
ped a considerable fleet, much Superior to that o f 
the enemy, and the earl haftily, before their ap
pearance, made his retreat into the Flemiili har
bours The EnglifR court, allured by the pre
fen t feeurity, and deftitute of all vigorous counfejs, 
allowed thg feamen to diiband, and the fleet to go 
'to decayf ; while Godwin, expedling this event, 
kept his men in readinefs for adtion, . H e .put to; 
fea immediately, and failed to the Ifle o f Wight,: 
where he was joined by Harold, with a fquadron 
which that nobleman had collected in Ireland. H e  
was now maiter of the fea 5 and entering every har
bour in the fouthern coaft, he feized all the fhips gy 
and fummoned his followers.in thofe counties, which 
had fo long been fubjedl to his government, to affift 
him in procuring juftice to himfelf, his family, and 
his country) againft the tyranny of foreigners. R e
inforced by great numbers from all quarters, he en
tered the Thames ; and appearing before London, 
threw every thing into confufion. The king alone 
ieemed refolufe to defend himfelf to the laft extre
mity; but the interpofition of the Englifh nobility, 
many* of whom favoured Godwin's pretenfions, 
made Edward hearken to terms of accommodation 5 
and the feigned humility of the earl, who difclaimed 
all intentions o f offering: violence to his fovereign. 
and deflred only to juitify himfelf by a fair and open, 
trial, paved the way for his more eafy admifiion. 
It was ftipulated, that he ihould give hoftages for. 
his good behaviour, and that the primate and all 
the foreigners ihould be. banilhed ■ By this treaty*, 
the preient danger of a civil war was obviated, .but 
the authority of die crown was confiderably-impaired, 
or rather entirely annihilated. Edward, fenfihle that

Chron. -S x̂, p, 16 6. \  5 ibi^l.
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he had not power fufficientto fecure Godwin's hail- 
ages in'England* fent them'over to his kinTman* the 
young duke of Normandy.

G o d w in 's death* which happened foon after* 
while he was fitting at table with the king* prevented 
him from farther eftabliihing the authority which 
he had acquired* and from reducing Edward to (till 
greater fubjefition H e was fucceeded in the go
vernment of "Wefiex* Sniiex* Kent* andEffex, and 
in the office o f Reward of the houfehold* a place o f 
great power* by his fon Harold* who was actuated 
by an ambition equal to that o f his father* and was 
luperior to him in addrefs* in infinuatiqn* and in 
virtue. B y a modeft and gentle demeanor* he acT 
quired the good-will oi Edward; at leaft foftened 
that hatred which the prince had fo long borne his 
family hi and gaining every day new partifans by his 
bounty and affability* he proceeded in a morefilent* 
and therefore a more dangerous manner* to the in- 
create qf his authority. The king, who had not 
flifficient vigour direfilly to oppofe his progrefs* 
knew of no other expedient than that hazardous one* 
o f raifing him a rival in the family o f Leofric* duke 
o f  Mercia* whofe fon Algar was invefted with the 
government of Eaft-Anglia* which* before the ha- 
niihment o f Harold* had belonged to the latter no
bleman, But this policy* o f balancing oppofite 
parries* required a more fteady hand to manage it 
than that o f Edward* and naturally produced fac
tion, and even civil broils* among nobles o f iiich 
mighty and independent authority. A lgar was foon 
after expelled his government by the intrigues and, 
power o f Harold ; but being protected by Griffith* 
prince o f Wales* who had married his daughter* 
as well as by the power o f his father Leofric* he 
obliged Harold to fqbmit to an accommodation* 
and was reinflated in the government of Eaft-Anglia*

* See note [E] at the end of the volume.
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c h a p . T h i s  peace was not o f long duration: Harold, tak- 

jng advantage o f Leofrie’s death* which, happened 
foon after, expelled Algar anew, and bamfhed him ■ 
the kingdom : And though that nobleman made a 
frefh irruption into Eaft-Anglia. with an army of 
Norwegians, and over-ran the country, his death 
ibon freed Harold from the pretenfions o f fo dan
gerous a rival, Edward, the eldeft fon of Algar, 
was indeed advanced to the government of Mercia; 
but the balance, which the king defired to eftablifti 
between thofe potent families, was wholly loft, and 
the influence of Harold greatly preponderated.

*¿'55* T he death o f Siward, duke o f Northumberland, 
made the way ftill more open to the ambition of that 
nobleman. Siward, befides his other merits, had ac
quired honour to England, by his fuccefsful conduct 
in the only foreign enterprife undertaken during 
the reign of Edward. Duncan, king of Scot
land, was a prince of a gentle difpoiition, but poft 
feffed not the genius requifite for governing a coun
try fo turbulent, and fo much infefted by the in
trigues and animofities of the great, Macbeth, a 
powerful nobleman, and nearly allied to the crown,, 
not content with curbing the king’s authority, car
ried ftill farther his peftilent ambition : H e put his. 
lovereign to death; chaced Malcolm Kenmore, his, 
ion and heir, into England; andufurpedthe crown*. 
Siward, whofe daughter was married to Duncan,, 
embraced, by Edward’s orders, the protection o f 
this diftreifed family: H e marched an army into-.

■ Scotland; and having defeated and killed Macbeth, 
in battle, he reftored Malcolm to the throne o f his. 
anceftorsh. This fervice, added to his former con
nections with the rpyak family of Scotland, brought 

, a great acceffion to the authority o f Siward in the 
north; but as he had loft his eldeft Ion, Qfberne,. 
in the aCtion with Macbeth, it proved in the iffue

h w .  Malm, p, 79. Hoveden, p. 44.3, Chroru MaiJr, p. 15s. 
Buchan am, p. 115, edit, 2715.

fatal



E D W A R D  T H E  C O N F E S S O R ,
fatal to his family. H is fecond fon, W althoef ap
peared., on his father’s death, too young to be en- 
trufted with the government o f Northumberland; 
and Harold’s influence obtained that dukedom for 
his own brother Tofti.

T h e r e  are two circumftances related o f Slward, 
which difcover his high fenfe of honour, and his 
martial difpofition. When intelligence was brought 
him of his fon Oiberne’s death, he was inconfolable; 
till he heard that the wound was received in the 
breaft, and that he had behaved with great gallantry 
in the a£Uon. When he found his own death ap
proaching, he ordered his fervants to clbthe him in 
a complete fuit of armour; and fitting ere£k on the 
couch, with a fpear in his hand, declared, that in 
that pofture, the only one worthy o f a warrior, he 
would patiently await the fatal moment,

T he king, now worn out with cares and infirmi
ties, felt himfelf far advanced in the decline o f life*- 
and having no iffue himfelf, began to think of ap
pointing a iueceflor to the kingdom. H e lent a 
deputation to Hungary, to invite over his nephew, 
Edward, Ton o f his elder brother, and the only re
maining heir of the Saxon line, That prince, whofe' 
fucceffion to the crown would have been eafy and 
undifputed, came to England with his children, E d 
gar, furnamed Atheling, Margaret and Chriftina; 
but his death, which happened a few days after his 
arrival, threw the king into new difficulties. H e  
faw, that the great power and ambition o f  Harold 
had tempted him to think o f obtaining pofleffion o f  
the throne on the firft vacancy, and that Edgar, on 
account of his youth and inexperience, was very 
unfit to oppofe the pretenfions o f fo popular and en- 
terprifmg a rival- T h e animofity which he had 
long borne to earl Godwin, made him averfe to the 
fucceffion o f his fon; and he could not, without 
extreme relu£tance, think o f an encreafe o f  gran
deur to a family which had rifen on die ruins o f



e  h a p . royal .authority, and which, by the murder o f Alfred,
; his brother  ̂ had contributed fo much to the weak- 

W ' ening of the Saxon line. In this uncertainty he fe- 
credy call his eye towards his* kinfman, William 
duke of Normandy, as the only perion whole, 
power, and reputation,; and capacity, could fup- 
port any deftination which he might make in his fa
vour, to the excltifion o f Harold and his family h 

T his famous prince was natural fon o f Robert 
duke of Normandy, by Harlotta, daughter o f a 
tanner in Falaifek, and was very early eftabliihed-ia 
that -grandeur from which his birth feemed to have- 

. fet him at fo-great a diftance, While he was but; 
nine years of age, his father had refolved to under-;, 
take a pilgrimage to Jerufalem; a fafhionable a£t of 
devotion, which had taken place o f the pilgrimages 
to Rome, and which, as it was attended with more, 
difficulty and danger, and carried thofe religious 
adventurers to the firft fources of Chriftianity, ap
peared to them more meritorious. Before his de
parture, he affembled the ftates of the dutchy; and 
informing them of his defign, he engaged them to.' 
fwear allegiance to his natural fon, William, whom, 

y f as he had no legitimate iffue, he intended, in cafe 
he ihould die in the pilgrimage, to leave -fucceffor 
to his dominions h As he was a prudent prince, he 
could not but forefee the great inconveniencies which 
mu ft attend this journey, and this fettlement of his 
fucceffion j ariiing from the perpetual turbulency o f the 
great, the claims of other branches of the ducal family, 
and the power of the French monarch : But all thefe 
confiderations were iurmounted by the prevailing 
yeai for pilgrimages.mo and,, probably, the unoro 
important they, were, the more would Robert,exult 
in facrificing them to what he imagined , to .be his 
religious duty, .

5 Tngujf, p, 68.- , & Brampton, p, oto.
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T h i s  prince, as he had apprehended, died in h is , 
pilgrim age; and the minority o f his fon was at
tended with all thofe diforders which were al- * 
moil unavoidable in that fituation. The licentious \ 
nobles, freed from the awe o f fovereign authority, 
broke out into perfonal animofities againil each 
other, and made the whole country a fcene of war 
and devaluation Roger, count of Toni, and 
Alain, count o f Britanny, advanced claims to the 
dominion of the fta-te; and Henry I._ king of 
France, thought the opportunity favourable for re
ducing the power o f a vaaal, who had originally ac
quired his fettlement in fo violent and invidious a 
manner, and who had long appeared formidable to 
his fovereign °, T he regency eftablifhed by Robert 
encountered great difficulties in fupporting the go
vernment under this complication o f dangers j and 
the young prince, when he came,to maturity, found 
himfelf reduced to a- very low condition. But the 
great qualities which he ibon difplayed in the field 
and in the cabinet, gave encouragement to his 
friends, and ftruck a terror into his enemies, H e  
qppofed himfelf on all fides againft his rebellious 
fubjecls, and againil-foreign invaders; and by his 
valour and condutt prevailed in every aftion. H e 
obliged the French king to grant him peace on rea- 
fonable term s; he expelled all pretenders to the fo- 
vereignty; and he reduced his turbulent barons to 
pay lubmiffion to his authority, \and to fufpend their 
mutual animofities. T h e natural feverity o f his 
temper appeared in a rigorous adminiftration ofju f- 
tice; and having found die happy effects o f this plan 
o f government, without which the laws in thole 
ages became totally impotent, he regarded it as a 
fixed maxim, that an inflexible conduit was the firft 
duty of a fovereign.

W* Malm. p. 95. GuL Gemet, lib. 7. cap. i ,
* W , M alm p* 97.
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T he tranquillity which he had eftabliihed in his 
dominions, had given William, leifure to pay a vifit 
to the king of England during the time of Godwin's 
banilhinent ; and he was received in a manner fuit- 
able to the great reputation which he had acquired, 
to the relation by which he was connected with E d
ward, and to the obligations which that prince owed 
to his family13. On the return of Godwin, and the 
expulfion o f the Norman favourites, Robert, arch- 
biihop of Canterbury, had, before his departure* 
perfuaded Edward to think of adopting William as 
his fucceiibr; a counfel which was favoured by the 
king's averfion to Godwin, his prepoifeffions for the 
Normans, and his efteem o f the duke. That pre
late, therefore, received a commiiiion to inform 
William of the king's intentions in his favour; and 
he was the firft peribn that opened the mind o f the 
prince to entertain thofe ambitious hopes'3. '  B u r 
Edward, irrefolute and feeble in his purpofe, find
ing that the Engliili would more eanly acquiefce in 
the reftoration o f the Saxon line, had, in the mean
time, invited his brother's descendants from H un
gary, with a view of having them recognifed heirs1 
to the crown. The death of his nephew, and the in
experience and unpromifing qualities of young E d
gar, made him relume his former intentions in fa
vour of the duke of Normandy; though his aver- 
fxon to hazardous enterprifes engaged him to poft- 
pone the execution, and even to keep his purpofe fe- 
cret from all his minifters.

H a r o l d , meanwhile, proceeded, after a more 
open manner, in encreafing his popularity, in efta- 
blifhing his power, and in preparing the way for his 
advancement on the firft vacan cy; an event which, 
from the age and infirmities o f  the king, appeared

P Hoveden, p. 44.x. Ingulf, -p. 65. Chron. Mailr. p. 157. 
Higden, p. %7 <1 Ingulf, p, 6S. Gill, Gemet, lib. 7. cap. 31. 
Order. Vitalis, p, 49*,
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not very diftant. But there was ftill an obftade* C HAF,  
which it was requifite for him previoufly to over- , lu * 
come. Earl Godwin* when reftored to his power 
and fortune* had given hoftages for his good beha
viour ; and among the reft, one ion and one grand- 
fon, whom Edward* for greater fecurity* as has been * 
related* had configned to the cuftody o f the duke o f 
Normandy. Harold* though not aware o f the duke's 
being his competitor* was uneafy that fuch near re
lations fhould be detained prifoners in a foreign coun
try ; and he was afraid left W  illiam ihould* in favour 
o f Edgar* retain thefe pledges as a check on the am
bition o f any other pretender. H e reprefented* 
therefore* to the king* his unfeigned fubmiffion to 
•royal authority, his fieady duty to his prince* and 
the little neceffity there was* after fuch a uniform 
trial o f his obedience, to detain any longer thofe 
hoftages who had been required on the firft com- 
poiing o f civil difcords. By thefe topics, enforced 
by his great power* he extorted the king’s conient 
to releafe them * and in order to effebfc his purpole* 
he immediately proceeded* with a numerous retinue* * 
on his journey to Normandy. A  tempeft drove 
him on the territory of Guy count o f Ponthieu* 
who* being informed of his quality* Immediately 
detained him prifoner* and demanded an exorbitant 
fum for his ranfom. Harold found means to con
vey intelligence o f his fituation to the duke o f N or
mandy ; and reprefented* that while he was pro
ceeding to bis court* in execution o f a commiffion 
from the king of England* he had met with this 
harih treatment from the .mercenary diipofition o f 
the count o f Ponthieu.

W i l l i a m  was immediately fenfible o f the im- 
- portance of the incident; H e forefaw* that if  he 

could once gain Harold, either by favours or me
naces* his way to the throne o f England would be 
open* and Edward would meet with no farther ob- 
itacle in executing the favourable intentions which 

12 he
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C fr À P. He - had entertained in his behalf. ' H e fent, there&
^ n h , fore, a meffenger to Guy, in order to demand thé 

liberty of his prifoner; and that nobleman, not 
daring to refufe fo great a prince, put Harold into 
the hands o f  the Norman, who condùéledK him to 
Roiien. William received him with every demon- 
ftràtion of refpeft and friendfhip ; and after fhowing 
himftlf difpofed to comply with his deiire, in de
livering up the hofcages, he took an opportunity o f 
dilclofing to him the great fecret, o f  his prétendons 
to the crown of England, and of the will which Ed
ward intended to make in his favour. H e defired 
the affiftance of Harold in peifedting that defign; 
he made profeffions of the utmoft gratitude in re
turn for fo great an obligation 3 he promifed that 
the prefent grandeur of Harold's family, which fup-? 
ported itfelf with difficulty under the jèalouiÿ, and 
hatred of Edward, fhould receive new encreafe from 
a fucceffor, who would be fo greatly beholden to 
him for his advancement. Harold was furprifed at 
this declaration of the duke > but being fenfible that 
he fhould never recover his own liberty, much lefs 
that of Hs brother and nephew, if  he refufed the de
mand, lie feigned a compliance with "William, /re
nounced all hopes of the crown for himfelf, and 
profeffed.his fmeere intention of fupporting the wilt 
of Edward, and féconding the pretentions of the* 
duke of Normandy. William, to bind him fafter 
to his interefts, befides offering him one of his 
daughters in marriage, required him to take an 
oath that he would fulfil his promifes ; and in order 
to render the oath more obligatory, he employed an 
artifice well-fuited to the ignorance and fuperftition ■ 
of the age. He fecretly conveyed under the altar, 
on which Harold agreed to.fwear, the reliques o f 
feme of the moft revered martyrs; and when H a
rold had taken the oath, he fnowed him the reliques, 
and admomfhed him to obferve rehgioufiy an engage
ment which had been ratified by fo tremendous a

fanftioru
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fanfHonk The Englifh nobleman was affconifhed ;  ̂
but diffombling his concern, he renewed the lame 
profeffions, and was difmiffed with all the-marks o f 
mutual confidence by the duke of Normandy.

W hen Harold found himielf at liberty, his am 
bition fuggefted caiiiiftry fufficient to juftify to him 
the violation of an oath, which had been extorted 
from him by fear, and which, if  fulfilled, might be 
attended with the fubjeftion o f his native country 
to a foreign power. H e continued ftill to pra&ife 
every art o f popularity; to encreafe the number o f 
his partifans; to reconcile the minds o f the Eng- 
liih to the idea of his fuccefllon; to revive their 
hatred o f  the Normans; and, by an oftentation o f 
his power and influence, to deter the timorous E d
ward from executing his Intended deftination in fa
vour of William. Fortune, ahoqt this rime, threw 
two incidents In his way, by which he was enabled 
to acquire general favour, and to encreafe the cha- 
rafter which he had already attained, of virtue and 
abilities.

T he W elih, though a lefs formidable enemv 
than the Danes, had long been accuftomed to infeit 
the weftern borders; and after committing fpoil on 
the low countries, they ufually made a haft}7 retreat 
into their mountains, where they were Sheltered 
from the purfuit o f their enemies, and were ready 
to feize the firft favourable opportunity or renewing 
their depredations. Griffith, the reigning prince, 
had greatly diftinguifhed himielf in thole incurfions; 
and his name had become ib terrible to the Engliih,

. that Harold found he could do nothing more ac
ceptable to the public, and more honourable for 
himielf, than the foppreffing o f fo dangerous an 
enemy. H e formed the plan o f an expedition 
againft W ales; and having prepared lome light- 
armed foot to puriue the natives into their feftneiles,

* Wace, p.4-59j 460. MS. penes Carte, p. 354. W. Malm. p. 9,.
H. Hunt.-p. 366, Hoveden, p. 449. Brampton; ». 947.
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.c  h  A  P- lome cavalry to fcour the open country; and & 
v  iquadron of ibips -to attack the fea-coaft, he, em-

ployed at once all thefe forces _ againft the W elih; 
profecuted his advantages with vigour, made no in- 
termiffion in his aiTaults, and at lafl: reduced the 
enemy to fuch diitrefs, that, in order to prevent1 
their total deftruftion, they made a facriiice o f their 
prince, -whole head they cut off, and fent to H a 
rold; and they were content to receive, as their fo- 
vereigns, two Welfti noblemen appointed by Ed
ward to rule over them. The other incident was 
no dels honourable to Harold.

T g s t i , brother of this nobleman, who had been 
, created duke o f Northumberland, being o f a violent 
tyrannical temper, had acted with fuch cruelty and 
injuftice, that the inhabitants role in rebellion, and 
chafed him from his government. Morcar and 
Edwin, two brothers, who pofiefled great power in 
thole parts, and. who were grandfons o f the great ■ 
duke Leofric, Concurred in the infurreftion; and 
the former, being elefted duke, advanced with an 
army to oppofe Harold, who was commiffioned by 
the king to reduce and chaftife the Northumbrians* 
Before the armies came to aft ion, Morcar> well 
acquainted with the generous difpofirion o f the 
Engliih commander, endeavoured to juftiiy his own 
conduft. H e reprefented to Harold, that Tofti 
had behaved in a manner unworthy of the Ration 
to which he was advanced, and no one, not even a 
brother, could fupport fuch tyranny, without parti
cipating, in fome degree, of the infamy attending 
it ;  that the Northumbrians, accuftomed to a legal 
adminiftration, and regarding it as their birth-right, 
Were willing to fubmit to the king, but required a 
governor who would pay regard to their rights and 
privileges; that they had been taught by their an- 
ceftors, that death was preferable to fervitude, and 
had taken the field, determined to periih, rather 
than fuffer a renewal o f thofe indignities to which

they
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they had fo long been expofed* and they trotted 
that Harold, on refie&ion, would not defend in an
other that Violent conduct, from which he himfelr, 
in his own government, had always kept at fo great 
a durance. This vigorous remonltra-nce was ac
companied with fuch a detail o f fafts, fo well iup- 
ported, that Harold found it prudent to abandon 
his brother's caufe; and returning to Edward, he 
perfuaded him to pardon the Northumbrians, and 
to confirm Morcar in the government. H e even- 
married the. fitter of that nobleman1; and by his 
intereft procured Edwin, the younger brother, to 
be eiedted into the government o f Mercia. Tofti 
in a rage departed the kingdom, and took fhelter 
in.Flanders with earl Baldwin, his father-in-law.

B y  this marriage Harold broke all meafures with 
the duke of Normandy; and William clearly per
ceived that he could'no longer rely on the oaths and 
promifes which he had extorted from him. But 
the 'Engliih nobleman w7as now in fuch a fituation* 
that he deemed it no longer neceffary to difiemble* 
H e had, in his conduit towards the Northumbrians, 
given fuch a fpecimen o f his moderation as had 
gained him the affe&ions o f his countrymen, H e 
faw that almoft all England was engaged in his in- 
terefts 5 while he himfelf poffeiled the government 
o f Weffex, Morcar that o f Northumberland, and 
Edwin that o f Mercia. H e now openly aipired to 
the fucceffion; and infilled, that fince it was ne- 
cefiary, by the confeffion of all, to fet afide the 
royal family, on account of the imbecility of Edgar, 
the foie -furviving heir, there was no one fo capable 
o f filling the throne as a nobleman of great power, 
o f mature age, o f long experience, of approved 
courage and abilities, who, being a native o f the 
kingdom, would effe£tually fecure it againit the do
minion and tyranny o f foreigners. Edward, broken

c Order, Vital is, p. 492,
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c  H AP, ^ th  age and infirmities, faw the difficulties too great 
^  xri:  , for him to encounter i and though his inveterate 

r prepoifeffions kept him from feconding the preten- 
fions o f Harold, he took but feeble and irrefolute 
fteps for fecuring the fucceffion to the duke o f N or
mandy While he continued in this uncertainty* 
he was furprifed by ficknefs, which brought him to 
his grave, on the fifth of January 1066, in the 
fixty-fifth year of his age* and twenty-fifth o f his 
reign.

T m s prince* to whom the monks give the title 
. o f faint and confeffor, was the laft of the Saxon line 

that ruled in England, Though his reign was 
peaceable and fortunate, he owed his prosperity lefs 
to his own abilities than to the conjunctures o f the 
times. The Danes, employed in other enterprifes, 
attempted not thofe incurfions which had been fo 
troublefome to all his predeceflors, and fatal to fome 
o f them. The facility of his difpofition made him 
acquiefce under the government of Godwin and his 
ion H arold; and the abilities, as well as the power 
o f thefe noblemen enabled them* while they were 
entrufted with authority, to preferve domeftic peace 
and tranquillity. The moft commendable circum- 
ftance of Edward^ government, was his attention to 
the adminiftration of juftice, and his compiling, for 
that purpofe, a body of laws, which he colletfted 
from the laws of Ethelbert, Ina, and Alfred, This 
compilation, though now loft (for the laws: that pafs 
under Edward's name were compo-fed afterwards u)3 
was long, the objecft of affedtion to the Englifh 
nation,.

E dward the ConfeiTor was the firft that touched 
for the king's evil: The opinion of his fandlitypro- 
cured belief to this cure among the people: H is 
fucceflors regarded it as a part o f their ftate and 
grandeur to uphold the fame opinion. It has been

* See note [F] at the end of the volume.
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tontinued down to our time; and the pra&ice was 
firft dropped by the<prefent royal family, who ob
served, that it could no longer give amazement even 
to the populace, and was attended with ridicule in 
the eyes o f all men o f underftanding.

H A R O L D .

T t A R O L D  had ib well prepared matters before 
*■ *' the death o f Edward, that he immediately 
Hepped into the vacant throne; and his acceffioa 
was attended with as little oppoiition and disturb
ance, as i f  he had iucceeded by the moft undoubted 
hereditary title, T h e citizens o f London were his 
zealous partifans; The bifhops and clergy had 
adopted his caufe: And all the powerful nobility, 
connected with him by alliance or friendfhip, will
ingly feconded his pretentions* T h e title o f Edgar 
Atheling was fcarcely mentioned j much lefs the 
claim o f the duk& o f Normandy: And Harold, 
aflembling his partifans, received the crown from 
their hands, without waiting for the free delibera
tion o f the Hates, or regularly fubmitting the quef- 
tion to their determination w. I f  anv were averieit
to this meafure, they were obliged to conceal their 
fentiments; and the'new prince, taking a general 
iilence for confont, and founding his title on the 
iuppofed fuffrages o f the people, which appeared 
unanimous, was, on the day immediately fuceeed- 
ing Edward's death, crowned and anointed king, 
by Aldred archbiihop o f York* The whole nation 
feemed joyfully to acquiefce in his elevation.

T he firfi; fymptoms of danger which the king 
difcovered came from abroad, and from his own

w G, Pi&. p. 19S, Ypod. Neuft. p.436. Order. Vltalis, p, 492. 
M- Weft. p. ftit. W* Malm. p. 93. Ingulf, p* 6S. Brompton  ̂
p* 9-57. Knyghton, p. 2339. H. Hunt, p, aio. Many of the h ii 
tbrians fay, that Harold was regularly eleclcd by the ftates; Some, 
tbatEdWai'd left himhi$ fuece&r by will*
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jgo’ h i s t o r y  o f & l a n d * : ..
c  h a p , brother Tofti, w h o  had^;fiibmitted to  a voluntary1"
. m ‘ t bani&ment; in Flanders! Enraged at the fuecefsfui 

ambition o f Harold; to which he himfelf had fallen 
a viftim, he filled the court or Baldwin with com
plaints o f the injuftice which he had fuffered: H e 
.engaged the intereft of that family againft his bro
ther : H e endeavoured to form intrigues with fome 
o f the difcontented nobles in England : H e fent his 
emiifaries to Norway, in order to roufe to arms the 
freebooters of that kingdom^ and to excite their 
hopes of reaping advantage: from , the unfettled ftate 
o f affairs on the ufurparion of the new king : And 
that Re might render the combination more formi
dable, he made a journey to Normandy r in expect
ation that the duke, who had married Matilda, 
another daughter o f Baldwin, would, in revenge o f 
his own wrongs, as well as thofe of T ofti, fécond, 
by his counfels and forces, the projected invafion o f 
England x.

T h e  duke of Normandy, whfen he finit received 
intelligence of Harold’s intrigues and acceflion, had 
been moved to the higheft pitch of indignation, but 
that he might give t;he better colour to his preten- 
fions, he fent an embaffy to England, upbraiding 
that prince with his breach o f faith, and fummon- 
ing him to refign immediately poiTeffion of the king
dom. Harold replied to the Norman ambaffadors,

. that the oath, with which lie was reproached, had 
been extorted by the well-grounded fear of violence, 
and could never, for that reafon, be regarded .as 
obligatory : That he had had no commiffion, either 
from the late king or the fiâtes of England, who- 
aione could difpofe of the crown,'/to make any ten
der-of the fucceflion to tltfe duke, of Normandy*5* and' 
ir he, a private perfon, had afiumed fo much; au
thority, arid had even voluntarily fworn to iupport 
the duke’s prétendons, the oath was unlawful, and

p* 49H Order
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'it;'.was his duty , to feize the firtt opportunity of 
breaking it: That he had obtained the cjpwn by 
the unanimous fuffrages o f the people* and ihould 
prove' himfelf totally unworthy o f their favour* did 
he’ not ftrenuouily maintain thofe national liberties* 
with whole .protection they had entrufted him : And 
that the duke* if  he made any attempt by force o f 
arms* ihould experience the power of an united nâ - 
tion* conduced by a prince* who* feniible o f the 
obligations impoied on him By .his royal dignity* was 
determined that the famehiidment ihould put a pe
riod to his life and to his governmenty.

T his anfwer was no other than William expeCted* 
and he had previouily fixed .his refolution of making 
an attempt upon E n g la n d , Confulting only his 
.courage* his rgfentment* and his "ambition* he over
looked all the difficulties infeparable from an attack 
on a great kingdom- by fu.ch inferior force* and he 
faw only the ciixumftances which would facilitate' 
his enterprife* H e confidered that England* -ever 
iihce the acceffion of Canute* had enjoyed profound 
tranquillity* during a period of. near fifty years* and 
It would require time for its foldiers, enervated by 
long peace, tp learn difcipline* and its generals ex
perience, H e knew, that it was entirely unpro
vided with fortified towns*, by which it could pro
long the war* but -mutt venture its whole fortune 
in one decifive aftioh againit a veteran enemy* who* 
being once matter of the field* would be in a condi
tion to overrun the kingdom. H e faw that H a
rold*, though he had given proofs o f vigour and 
bravery* had newly mounted a throne* which he had 
acquired by faction* froni which he had excluded a 
very ancienn. royal family* and which was' likely; to 
jtotter under him by its own inftability* much more 
If fliaken by any violent external impulie. And he 
hoped* that the very circumftaace of his croffihg the

y W. Malm, p, 99. .Higden, p. 5S5» Matth. Weft, p, 223,
■ Qeifi A ngl* incerto au£tore* p, 331, * -
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CHAP ,  fea, quitting his own country, and leaving himfetf 
n i* no hopes of retreat 5 as it would aftonifh the enemy 

by the boldnefs o f the enterprife, would infpirit his 
foldiers by defpair, and roufe them to fuftain the re- 
putation of the Norman arms.

T he Normans, as they had long been diftin^ 
guiihed by valour among all the European nations,* 
had at this time attained to the higheft pitch o f mi-* 
litary glory. Befides acquiring by arms fuch a no
ble territory in France, befides defending it againft 
continual attempts of the French monarch and all 
its neighbours, befides exerting many afts o f vi
gour under their prefent fovereign ; they had, about 
this very time, revived their ancient fame, by the 
moil hazardous exploits, and the moil wonderful 
fuccefles, in the other extremity of Europe. A  few 
Norman adventurers in Italy had acquired fuch an 
afcendant, not only over the Italians and Greeks, 
but the Germans and Saracens, that they expelled 
thofe foreigners, procured to themfelves ample efta- 
bliihments, and laid the foundation o f the opulent 
kingdom of Naples and S i c i l y T h e f e  enterpriies 
o f  men, who were all o f them vaffals in Normandy, 
many of them banifhed for faftion and rebellion, 
excited the ambition o f the haughty W illiam ; who 
difdained, after fuch examples o f fortune and 'v a 
lour, to be deterred from making an attack on a 
neighbouring country, where he could be fupported 
by the whole force o f  his principality.

T h e  fituation alfo of Europe infpired William 
with hopes, that, befides his brave Normans, he 
might employ againft England the flower of the mU 
litary force which was difperfed in all the neighbour
ing ftates. France, Germany, and the Low Coun
tries, by the prô refs of the feudal inftitutions, were 
divided and fubdivided into many principalities and 
baronies; and the pofleflors, enjoying the civil ju-*

* GuL Gemet, lib, 7. cap. 3s.
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rJfdi&ion within themfelves* as well as the right o f c  ^ A-p*
arms* ailed* in many reipeils* as independent fb-  ̂ ^
verelgns* and maintained their properties and pri
vileges lefs by the authority o f laws than by their 
own force and valour. A  military fpirit had uni- 
verfally diffufed itfelf throughout Europe; and the 
feveral leaders* whole minds were elevated by their 
princely fituation, greedily embraced the moft ha
zardous enterpriíes ¿ and being accuftomed to no
thing from their infancy but recitals of the fuccefs 
attending wars and battles*, they were prompted by 
a natural ambition to imitate thofe adventures, 
which they heard ib much celebrated* and which 
were fo much exaggerated by the credulity o f the 
age. United* however loofely* by their duty to 
one fuperior lord* and by their connexions with the 
great body o f the community to which they be
longed* they defired to ipread their fame each be
yond his own diftriit 5 and in all afiemblies* whe
ther inftituted for civil deliberations* for military 
expeditions* or merely for fhow and entertainment* 
to outihine each other by the reputation o f ftrength 
and prowefs. Hence their genius for chivalry;
-hence their impatience o f peace and tranquillity* and 
hence their readinefs to embark in any dangerous 
enterprife* how little foever interefted in its failure 
or fuccefs.

W i l l i a m , by his power* his courage* and his 
abilities* had long maintained a pre-eminence among 
thofe haughty chieftains; and every one who de
fined to fignalife himfelf by his addrefs in. military 
exercifes, or his valour in action* had been ambi
tious of acquiring a reputation in the court and in 
the armies o f Normandy. Entertained with that 
hofpitality and courtefy which diftinguifhed the age, 
they had formed attachments with the prince* and 
greedily attended to the proipeifcs o f the fignal glory 
and elevation which he promifed them in return for 
their concurrence in an expedition againft England,

N  4 T h s
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The more grandeur there appeared in the attempt, 
the more.it fuited their romantic fpirit: The fame 
of the intended, invaflori was already diffufed every 
where;...Multitudes crowded to tender to the duke 
their fervice,. with that of their vaifals and retainers3; 
And William found lefs difficulty in completing his 
levies," than in chufing the. moft veteran forces, and 
iri rejecting the; offers of thofe who were impatient 
to acquire fame under fo ‘renowned a leader,

Besides thefe advantages, which William owed 
to his perfonal 'valour and good conduft; he was 
indebted to fortune for. procuring him jorne affift- 
ance, and alio for removing many obiracles, which 
it was natural for him to exp eft in an 'undertaking, 
In which all his neighbours were fo deeply interefted. 
Conan, count of Britanny, was his mortal enemy: 
In order to.throv/a damp upon the duke's enter- 
prife, he chofe this conjunfture for reviving.his claim 
to'Normandy itfelf; and he required, -that in cafe 
o f William's fuccefs -agamft England, die ppiTeffidix 
of that clutchy flioukl devolve to him \  But C o 
nan died fuddeniy after making this, demand p and- 
Hoel, his fucceifor, inflead of adopting the malig
nity, or, more properly fpeaking, the prudence o f 
his precleceffor, zealouily ieconded the duke's views* 
and fent his .eldeft fon,, Alain Fergant, to ferve un
der him with a body of five thoufand Britons. The 
counts of Anjou and of Flanders encouraged their 
fubjefts to engage in the expedition; and even the 
court of France, though it might juftly fear the 
aggrandizement of fo dangerous ' a vaffal, purfued 
not its interefts on this oecafion with fufficient vigour 
and refolution. Philip L the reigning monarch, 
was a minor ; and W illiam, having communicated 
his projeft to the council, having defired affiftance, 
and offered to do homage, in cafe of his fuccels, 
xor the crown of .England, was indeed openly or-

a Gul, Fi£laveniis, p, b Gul, Gemet. lib, 7. cap. 33«
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dered to lay aiide all thoughts of the enterprifej c h a p .  
but the earl o f Flanders, his father-in-law» being.at 
the head of the regency, favoured under-hand his 
levies, and fecretly encouraged the adventurous no
bility to inliit under the ftandard of thejduke of Nor
mandy*

T h£ emperor, Henry IV* befides openly giving 
all his vaffals permiffion to embark in this expedi
tion, which fo much engaged the attention of Eu
rope, promifed his proteâion to the dutchy of N or
mandy during the. âbfence o f the prince, and there
by enabled him to employ his whole force in the in- 
vafion of Englandc. But the moft important ally, 
whom William gained by his négociations, was the 
pope, who had a mighty influence over the ancient 
barons, no lefs devout in their religious principles* 
than valorous in their military enterprises,. The 
Roman pontiff, after an infenfible progrefs during 

. fever al ages of darknefs and ignorance, began now 
to lift his head openly above all the princes o f' E u 
rope i to affume the office o f a mediator, or even 
an arbiter, in the quarrels of the greateft monarchs ; 
to interpolé in nil fecular affairs, and to obtrude 
his diélates as fovereign laws on his obfequious diff 
ciples. It was a fufficient motive to Alexander IL  
the reigning pope, for embracing William's quar
rel, that he alone had made an appeal to his tribunal* 
and rendered him umpire or the diipute between 
him and Harold ; but there were other advantages 
which that pontiff forefaw muft reluit from the con- 
queft of England by the Norman arms. That 
kingdom y though at firft converted by. Romifh 
rniffionaries, though it had afterwards advanced feme 
farther iteps towards fubjedtion to Rome, main
tained ftili a confiderable independence in its eccle- 
fiaftical adminiftration ; and forming a world within 
itielf* entirely feparated from the reft o f Europe, it

H A R O L D *  1 %
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C H A P, had hitherto proved inacceffible to thofe exorbitant 
n i* claims which fupported the grandeur o f the papacy 

Alexander therefore hoped, that the French and 
Norman barons, if fuccefsful in their enterprife, 
might import into that country a more devoted re
verence to the holy fee, and bring the Engliih 
churches to a nearer conformity with thofe o f the 
continent. H e declared immediately in favour o f 
W illiam’s claim; pronounced Harold a perjured 
ufurper ; denounced excommunication againft him 
and his adherents ; and the more to encourage the 
duke of Normandy in his enterprife, he fent him a 
confecrated banner, and a ring with one o f St. P e
ter's hairs in it k Thus were all the ambition and 
violence of that, ïnvafion covered* over fafely with 
the broad mantle of religion.

T he greateft difficulty which William had to en
counter in his preparations, ar-ofe from his own 
fubjeds in Normandy. T h e dates of the dutchy 
were affembled at Lifiebonne; and fupplies being 
demanded for the intended enterprife, which pro-̂  
mifed fo much glory and advantage to their coun
try, there appeared a reludance in many members^ 
both to grant fums fo much beyond the common 
meafure of taxes in that age, and to fet a precedent 
o f  performing their military fervice at a diftance 
from their own country. The duke, finding it 
dangerous to folicit them in a body, conferred fe  ̂
paratdy with the richeft individuals in the province;1 
and beginning with thofe on whofe affedions he, 
moil relied, he gradually engaged all of them to a<L 
vance the fums demanded. The count of Longue
ville feconded him in this négociation; as did the 
count of Mortaigne, Odo bifhop o f Baieux, and 
efpecially William Fitz-Ofborne, count ofBreteiiil, 
and conftable of the dutchy. Every perfon, when 
he himidf was once engaged, endeavoured to bring

** Bate, p. a*„ edit, 1684..
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ever others; and at laft the ftates themfelves, after c h a p ._ * tJT
ftipulating that this conceflion fhould be no pre- - 
cedent, voted that they would affift their prince to 
the utmoft in his intended enterprifee.

W il l ia m  had now affembled a fleet o f  3000 vef- 
fels, great and fm allr, and had felefted an army o f 
60,000 men from among thofe numerous fupplies 
which from every quarter folicited to be received 
into his fervice* The camp bore a fplendid yet a 
martial appearance, from the difcipline o f the men, 
the beauty and vigour o f the horfes, the luftre o f  
the arms, and the accoutrements o f both j but 
above all, from the high names o f nobility who en
gaged under the banners of the duke o f Normandy,
The moft celebrated wereEuftace count o f Boulogne,
Aimeri de Thouars, H ugh d’Eftaples, William 
d’Evreux, Geoffrey de Rotrou, Roger de Beaumont,
William de Warenne, Roger de Montgomery, H ugh 
de Grantmefnil, Charles Martel, and Geoffrey 
Giffard1. T o  thefe bold chieftains William held 
up the fpoils o f England as the prize o f their va
lour j and ppinting to the oppofite ihore, called to 
them, that there was the field, on which they muft 
ere£t trophies to their name, and fix their eftablifh- 
snents.

W hile  he was making thefe mighty preparations, 
the duke, that he might encreafe the number o f  
Harold’s enemies, excited the inveterate rancour o f 
Tofti, and encouraged him, in concert with Harold 
Halfager, king of Norway, to infeft the coafts o f  
England, Tofti, having collected about fixty veft 
fels in the ports o f Flanders, put to fea; and after 
committing feme depredations on the fouth and eafl: 
coafts, he failed to Northumberland, and was there 
joined by Halfager, who came over with a great 
armament o f three hundred fail* The combined 
fleets entered the Humber, and dilembarked the

*  Camden. Introd. ad‘Britann* p. a io . ad edit. Gihf. Verftegan* *
p. 175. f GuU Gemtr. lib, 7. cap. 34.* £ Ordericus Vital»,
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C H A P,, troops, who .began to extend their depredatiqns on 
' /!■  all Tides;..when Morear earl o f Northumberland, 

and, Edwin earl o f Mercia, the king’s brothers-inT 
law, having haftily collefled 'fome forces, venture^ 
to eive them batde. The addon ended in the de- 
•feat and 'flight of the-fe two noblemen.

H a r o l d , informed of . this defeat, haftened with 
an army to. the", prote&ian of .his people.; and .ex- 
prefTed the utmoil ardour to ihow hipiieif-worthy'of 
the crown which had been conferred upon. him. 
This prince, though he was not fenfible o f the full 
.extent of. his danger/from the great combination 
againft him, had employed every art of popularity 
t,o acquire the affeitions of the public; and he gave 
fo many proofs of an equitable and prudent admi- 
hiitration, that the Erighih found no. reafon to re
pent the choice which, they had made of a fbvereign. 
They flocked from all quarters to join his ftandard; 
and as foon as he reached; the enemy at Stand-ford, 
he found.himielf in a condition to give them battle.

Sept. 25. The adiion w,as bloody $ but the„ vidlory was. ,-deci- 
five on the fide o f Harold,. and Coded in the total rout 
.of the Norvegians, together with the death o f Xoiti 

’ and Halfagpr." Even the Norwegian fleet fell into 
the hands of H arold, who had the generofity to 
give prince. Olave, .the Tonmf jtHalfager, his li
berty, and allow him to,depart with twenty yeiTels> 
But he had, fcarcely time to rejoice for this vidtory 
when he received intelligence that the duke of-Nor
mandy was landed with a'great army in the fouth o f 
England. . /. .

T h e  Norman fleet and-army had been aflembled? 
early in the fummer, at the mouth o f die fmall river 
Dive, and, all the troops had been inftantly em
barked ; but the winds proved long contrary, anti 
detained, them in that harbour* The authority/ 
however, of the duke, the good difcipline main
tained among the feamen and foldiers, and the great 
care in fupplying them with provifions, had pre
vented any diforder ; when at laft the wind'became 
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H A R  Ö L D." *
favourable, and enabled them to fail along the coaft, G h  a p . 
till they reached Sr. Valori. .There were, however, t IXg  , 
feveral veifels loft in this ihort paiTage j, and as the 
wind again proved contrary, the army began to 
imagine that heaven had declared againft them, and 
that, nótwithftanding the pope’s benediftion, they 
were deftined to certain deftruftion. Thefe bold 
warriors, who defpiied real dangers, were very fub- 
jeft to the dread o f imaginary ones; and many o f 
them began to mutiny, forne of them even to defert 
their colours ; when the duke, in order to fupporc 
their drooping hopes, ordered a proceffion to be 
made with the reliques o f St. V aiorih, and prayers 
to be faid for more favourable weather. T h e wind 
inftantly changed,; and as this incident happened on 
the eve o f the feaft of St. Michael, the tutelar faint 
o f Normandy, the foldiers, fancying they law the 
hand o f heaven in all theie concurring circumftances, 
fet out with the greateft alacrity: They met with no 
oppofition on their paffage; A  great fleet, which 
Harold had ailembled, and which had cruifed all 
fummer bff the Hie o f W ight, had been difmlfTed, 
on his receiving falfe intelligence that William, dis
couraged by contrary winds and other accidents, had 
laid afide his preparations. T he Norman armament, 
proceeding in great order, arrived,' without any ma
terial lofs, at Pevenfey in Suííex; and the army 
quietly difembarked, T he duke himfeif, as he 
leaped on fhore, happened to ftumhle and fall 3 but 
had the prefence of mind, it is faid, to turn the 
omen to, his advantage, by calling aloud that he had 
taken poiTeflion of the country. And a foldier, 
running to a neighbouring cottage, plucked fome 
thatch, which, as if  giving him feizine o f  the king
dom, he.prefented to *his general. T h e joy and 
alacrity o f W illiam and his whole army was logrear, 
that they were nowife diicoura^ed, even when thev

h Iligden, p. Order. Viiali
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c h a p , heard of Harold's great victory over the Norwegians!
^ IÎ  J They feemed rather to wait with impatience the ar

rival of the enemy*
T he vi&ory o f Harold* though great and ho

nourable* had proved in the main prejudicial to his 
interefts, and may be regarded as the immediate 
caufe of his ruin. H e loft many o f his braveft offi
cers and foldiers in the aition i and he difgufted the 
reft, by refuiing to diftribute the Norvegian fpoils 
among them; a conduct which was little agreeable 
to his ufual generofity of temper $ but which his de
fire of fparing the people, in the war that impended 
over him from the duke of Normandy* had proba
bly occasioned. H e haftened* by quick marches,, 
to reach this new invader; but though he was rein
forced at London and other places with frefh troops* 
he found himfelf alfo weakened by the defertion o f 
his old foldiers* who from fatigue and difcontent fe- 
cretly withdrew from their colours. His brother 
Gurth* a man of bravery and conduit* began to en
tertain apprehenfions of the event ; and remonftrated 
with the king* that it would be better policy to pro
long the war * at leaft* to fpare his own perfon in 
the aition. H e urged to. him* that the deiperate 
fituation of the duke of Normandy made it requifite 
for that prince to bring matters to a fpeedy deeifion* 
and put his whole fortune on the ifilie o f a battle * 
but that the king o f England* in his own country* 
beloved by his fubjeits* provided with every fupply* 
had more certain and lefs dangerous means o f en- 
furing to himfelf theviilory: That the Norman 
troops* elated on the one hand with the higheffc 
hopes* and feeing* on the other* no relburce in cafe 
of a difcomfiture, would fight to the laft extremity * 
and being the flower of all the warriors o f the con
tinent* muft be regarded as formidable to the Eng- 
lifh ; That if their firft fire* which is always the moil 
dangerous* were allowed to languifh for wTant o f ac
tion* if they were harafied with fmall fkirmifhes* 
ftiakened in provifions* and fatigued with the bad

weather
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leather and deep roads during the winter fe&fon, c h a p . 
which was approaching* they muft fall an eafy and a Iir" |rf 
bloodlefs prey to their enemy: That if  a general ac~ 
tion were delayed, the Engliih, feniible o f die im
minent danger to which their properties, as well as 
liberties, were expofed from thofe rapacious invaders,, 
would haften from all quarters to his affiftance, and 
would render his army invincible : That, at leaft, if  
he thought it neceflary to hazard a battle, he oiight 
not to expofe his own perfon 5 but referve, in cafe 
o f  difaftrous accidents, fome refource to the liberty 
and independence of the kingdom : And that having 
once been fo unfortunate as to be conftrained to 
fwear, and that upon the holy reliques, to fupport 
the pretenfions o f the duke o f Normandy, it were 
better that the command of the army ihould be en- 
trufted to another, who, not being bound by thofe 
facred ties, might give the foldiers more allured 
hopes o f a proiperous iilue to the combat.

H a r o ld  was deaf to all thefe remonftrances - 
Elated with his paft profperity, as well as ftimulajed 
by his native courage, he refolved to give battle in 
perfon; and for that purpofe he drew near to the 
Normans, who had removed their camp and fleet to 
Haftings, where they fixed their quarters. H e was 
fo confident of fuccefs, that he fent a meflage to the 
duke, promifing him a fum of money if  he would 
depart the kingdom without effufion o f blood: But 
his offer was rejetSled with difdain 1 and William, not 
to be behind with his enemy in vaunting, lent him a 
meflage by feme monks, requiring him either to re- 
iign the kingdom, or to hold it o f him in fealty, or 
to fubmit their caufe to die ^arbitration o f the pope, 
or to fight him in Angle combat. Harold replied, 
that the God of battles would foon be the arbiter o f 
all their differences h

1 Higdern p. ^6,
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C H A P .  T he Engliih and Normans now-prepared them-" 
 ̂ Ig ',  ̂ ielves for this important decifion; but the afpedfc of 
*4.thoa<>- things, on the night before the battle, was very dif
fer. ferent in the two camps. The Engliih fpent the 

time in riot, and jollity, and diforder 5 the Normans 
in filence, and in prayer, and in the other functions 
o f  their religion \  On the morning, the duke 
called together the moft confiderable o f his com
manders , and made them a fpeech fuitabie to the 
occafion. " H e reprefented to them, that the event, 
which they and he had long wifhed for, was ap
proaching $ the whole fortune of the war now de
pended on their fwords, and would be decided in a 
iingle a£lion: That never army had greater motives 
for exerting a vigorous courage, whether they con- 
iidered the prize which would attend their vittory* 
or the inevitable deftrucfcion which muft enfue upon 
their difcomfiture : That if  their martial and veteran 
bands could once break thofe raw foldiers, who had 
raihly dared to approach them, they conquered a 
kingdom at one blow, and were juftly entitled to 
all its poiTefilons as the reward of their profperous 
valour: That, on the contrary, if  they remitted in 
the leaft their wonted prowefs, an enraged enemy 
hung upon their rear, the fea met them in their re
treat, and an ignominious death was the certain pu- 
niihment of their imprudent cowardice: That, by 
collecting fo numerous and brave a hoft, he had en- 
lured every human means of conqueft 3 and the com
mander of the enemy, by his criminal conduit, had 
given him juft caufe to hope for the favour of the, 
Almighty, in whole hands alone lay the event o f 
wars and battles: And that a perjured ufurper, ana- 
tnematized by the fovereign pontiff, and confcious 
oi his own breach of faith, would be ftruck with 
terror on their appearance, and would prognofti-

k W.Malm.p. ios. De Geft, Ang.U p, 333.
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cate to himielf that fate which his multiplied crimes 
had lb juftly merited1. The duke next divided his 
army into three lines: The firft, led by Montgo
mery, confifted o f archers and light armed infantry: 
The fecond, commanded by Martel, was compofed o f 
•his braveft battalions, heavy armed, and ranged in 
clofe order: H is cavalry, at whofe head he placed 
himfelf, formed the third line ; and were fo difpofed, 
that they ftretched beyond the infantry, and flanked 
.each wing o f the army m. H e ordered the iignal o f 
battle to be given ; and the whole army, moving at 
once, and Tinging the hymn or fong o f Roland, the 
famous peer o f Charlemagne n, advanced in order 
and with alacrity towards the enemy*

H a r o l d  had feized the advantage o f a riling 
ground, and having likewife drawn fome trenches 
to  fecure his flanks, he refolved to ftand upon the 
defenfive, and to avoid all action with the cavalry, 
in which he was inferior. T h e Kentilh men were 
placed in the van; a poft which they had always 
claimed as their due: The Londoners guarded the 
ftandard: And the king himfelf^ accompanied by 
his two valiant brothers, Gurth and Leofwln, dif- 
mounting, placed himfelf at the head o f his in
fantry, and expreffed his refolution to conquer, 
or to periih in the aftion. The firft attack o f 
the Normans was defperate, but was received with 
equal valour by the Engiifh; and after a furious 
combat, which remained long undecided, the for
mer, overcome by the difficulty o f the ground, and 
hard preffed by the enemy, began firft to relax their 
vigour, then to retreat; and confufion was ipread* 
ing among the ranks, when William, who found 
himfelf on the brink of deftru£tion, haftened with a 
fole£t band to the relief o f his difmayed forces, H is

H A R O L D .

1 H. Hunt. p. 36S. Brompton, p. 959. G ul. Pn5h p. 201, 
m G ul. Pi£L 2ox. Order. Vital, p. 501. a VV.Malm. p. i s r .  

Higden, p. 286. Matth. Weft, p .2 2 3 . Du Cange’s Gloflary in 
Verbo Cantilena Roiandt»

Voi,, L prefenceO



prefence reftored the aftion; the Engliih were 
obliged to retire with lofs; and the’ duke, ordering 
his fecond line to advance, renewed the attack with 
freih forces, and with redoubled courage. Finding 
that the enemy, aided by the advantage pf ground, 
and animated by the example of their prince, ftill 
made a vigorous refiftance, he tried a ftratagem, 
which was 'very delicate in its management, but 
which feemed advifable in his defperate fiuiation, 
where, if  he gained not a decifive vidlory, he was 
totally undone: H e commanded his troops to make 
a hafty retreat, and to allure the enemy from their 
ground by the appearance of flight. The artifice 
fucceeded againft thofe unexperienced foldiers, who, 
heated by the adion, and languine in their hopes, 
precipitately followed the Normans into the plain. 
William gave orders, that at once the infantry 
iliould face about upon their purfuers, and the ca
valry make an affault upon their wings, and both 
of them purfue the advantage, which the furprife 
and terror of the enemy muft give them in that cri
tical and decifive moment. The Englifh were re- 
pulfed with great (laughter, and driven back to the 
h ill; where, being rallied by the bravery of Harold, 
they were able, notwithftanding their lofs, to main
tain the poft, and continue the combat. The duke 
tried the fame ftratagem a fecond time with the 
fame fiiccefs; but even after this double advantage, 
he ftill found a great body of the Engliih, who, 
maintaining themfelves in firm array, feemed deter
mined to difpute the vidory to the laft extremity. 
H e ordered his heavy-armed infantry to make an 
affault upon them; while his archers, placed behind, 
ifiould gall the enemy, who were expofed by the fili
ation of the ground, and who were intent in defend
ing themfelves againft the fwords and fpears o f the 
aflailants. By this difpofition he at laft prevailed; 
Harold was (lain by an arrow, while he was com
bating with great bravery at the head o f his m en: 

4  ' H is
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H A R O L D .
H is two brothers fhared the fame fate: And the c h a p .
Engliih, difcouraged by the fall o f thofe princes* <  ̂ ‘ j
gave ground on all fides, and were purfued with 
great daughter by the victorious Normans. A  few 
troops, however, o f the vanquifhed had ilill the 
courage to turn upon their purfuers 5 and attacking 
them in deep and miry ground, obtained feme re
venge for the daughter and diihonour o f the day,
But the appearance of the duke obliged them to feek 
their fafety by flight; and darknefs laved them from 
any farther purfuit by the enemy.

T hus  was gained by William, duke o f Nor
mandy, the great and deciiive victory of Hairings, 
after a battle which was fought from morning till 
iunfet, and which feemed worthy, by the heroic va
lour dilplayed by both armies, and by both com
manders, to decide the fate o f a mighty kingdom.
W illiam had three hones killed under himj and 
there fell near fifteen thoufand men on the fide o f 
the Normans: T h e lofs was ftill more confiderable 
on that o f the vanquifhed $ befides^the deatfrof the 
king and his'two brothers. The dead body o f H a
rold was brought to William, and was generouily 
reftored without ranfom to his mother. The N or
man army left not the field o f battle without giving 
thanks to heaven in the moil fclemn manner for 
their victory: And the prince, having refreihed his 
troops, prepared to puih to the utmoft his advantage 
againfl the divided, difmayed, and difcomfitec}
Jknglifh.
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A P P E N D I X  h

The Anglo-Saxon Government and
Manners*

Fir ft  Saxon government «— — Succeftion of the kings-» '■ ■
The Wittenagemot------ The ariftocracy —■— - The

feveral orders of men------Courts of juftice ■■ —
Criminal law ----- Rules o f proof------ Military

force----- Public revenue------Value of money------ -
Manners,

T H  E  government o f the Germans, and that o f Appends 
all the northern nations, who eftabliihed 

themfelves on the ruins o f Rome, was always ex
tremely free 5 and thofe fierce people, accuftomed 
to independence and enured to arms, were more 
guided by perfuafion than authority, in the iiibmif- 
lion which they paid to their princes* T h e military 
defpotifin, which had taken place in the Roman em
pire, and which, previoufly to the irruption o f thofe 
conquerors, had funk the genius o f men, and de- 
ftroyed every noble principle o f fcience and virtue, 
was unable to refift the vigorous efforts o f a free 
people 1 and Europe, as from a new epoch, re
kindled her ancient fpirit, andv ihook o ff the bafe 
fervitude to arbitrary will and authority under which 
fhe had lb long laboured.; T h e free confcitudons 
then eftabliihed, however impaired by the encroach
ments o f fucceeding princes,.ftill preferve an air o f 
independence and legal adminiftration, which difi 
tinguifh the European nations 5 and. i f  that’ part o f
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Firft Sax
on govern
ment.

Appendix the globe maintain fentiments o f liberty, honour, 
l ' equity, and valour- fuperior to the reft o f mankind, 

it owes thefe advantages chiefly to the feeds im
planted by thofe generous barbarians.

T h e  Saxons, who fubdued Britain, as they en
joyed great liberty in their own country, obftinately 
.retained that invaluable'poffeffion in their new fet- 
tlement ; and they imported into this ifland the fame 
principles of independence, which they had inhe
rited from their anceftors. The chieftains (forfuch 
they were, more properly than kings or princes) 
who commanded them in thofe military expeditions, 
frill poffeifed a very limited authority; and as the 
Salons exterminated, rather than fubdued, the an
cient inhabitants, they were indeed tranfplanted into 
a new territory, but preferved unaltered all their 
civil and military inftitutions. The language was 
pure Saxon; even the names of places, which often 
remain while the tongue entirely changes, were al- 
moft all affixed by the conquerors; the manners and 
ctiftoms were wholly German; and the fame piiture 
o f a fierce and bold liberty, which is drawn by the 
mafterly pencil of Tacitus, will fuit thofe founders 
of the Engliih government. The king, fo far from 
being inverted with arbitrary power, was only con- 
fidered as the firft among the citizens; his authority 
depended more on his perfonal qualities than on his 
ftation; he was even fo far on a level with the people, 
that a ftated price was fixed for his head, and a le
gal fine was levied upon his murderer, which, though 
proportionate to his ftation, and fuperior to that paid 
for the life of a fubjeft, was a fenfible mark o f his 
fubordination to the community.

I t iseafyto imagirfe, that an independent people, 
fo little retrained by law. and cultivated by fcience, 
would not be very ftrift in maintaining a regular fuc- 
ceffion o f their princes. Though they paid great 
regard to the royal family, and afcribed to it an un- 
difputed fuperiority, they either had no rule, or

none
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none that was fteadily obferved, in filling the va- Appendix 
cant throne 3 and prefenr convenience, in that u  
emergency, was more attended to than general prin
ciples. W e are not, however, to fuppofe that the 
crown was confidered as altogether eleftives and 
that a regular plan was traced by the conftitution for 
fupplying, by the fuffrages o f the people, every va*. 
cancy made by the demife of the firft magiftrate. I f  
any king left a fon of an age and capacity fit for go
vernment, the young prince naturally ftepped into 
the throne: I f  he was a minor, his uncle, or the next 
prince o f the blood, was promoted to the govern
ment, and left the fceptre to his pofterity; Any fo- 
vereign, by taking previous meafures with the lead
ing men, had it greatly in his power to appoint his 
iucceiTor: A ll thefe changes, and indeed the ordi
nary adminiftration o f government, required the 
exprefs concurrence, or at leaft the tacit acqui- *
efcence o f the people 3 but poiieffion, however ob
tained, was extremely apt to fecure their obedience, 
and the idea o f any right, which was once excluded, 
was but feeble and imperfeft. This is fo much the 
cafe in all barbarous monarchies, and occurs fo often 
in the hiftory o f the Anglo-Saxons, that we cannot 
confiilently entertain any other notion o f their go
vernment. T h e idea o f an hereditary fucceffion in 
authority is fo natural to men, and is fo much forti
fied by the ufual rule in tranfmitting private pofief- 
lions, that it muft retain a great influence osl every 
fociety, which does not exclude it by the refinements 
o f a republican conftitution. But as there is a ma
terial difference between government arid private 
poffeffions, and every man is not as much qualified 
for exercifmg the one, as for enjoying the other, a 
people who are not fenfible of the general advan
tages attending a fixed rule, are apt to make great 
leaps in the fucceffion, and frequently to pais over 
the perfon, who, had he poffefled the requifite years 
and abilities, would have been thought entitled to

O 4  the

A P P E N D I X  L igg



Appendix ^  fovereignty. Thus, thefe monarchies are nofy 
 ̂ Lff ftri&ly fpeaking* either ele£Hve or hereditary; and 

though the deftination o f a prince may often be fol
lowed irv appointing his fucceflor, they can as little 
be regarded as wholly teftamentary. T h e ftates by 
their fuffrage may' fometimes eftablilh a fovereign; 
but they more frequently recognife the perlon whom 
they find eftablifhed r A  few great men take the 
lead; the people,. overawed and influenced, ac- 
quiefce in the government; and the reigning prince,, 
provided he be o f the royal family* paffes undilput- 
edly for the legal fovereign.

The Wit- I t is confefled, that our knowledge o f the Anglo* 
tenagemot. g ax0n fliftory and antiquities is too imperfeit to  

afford us means of determining, with certainty, all 
the prerogatives of the crown and privileges o f the 
people, or of giving an exact delineation o f that 
government. It is probable alfo, that the conftitu- 
tion might be fomewhat different in the different 
kingdoms of the Heptarchy, and that it changed 
confiderably during the courfe o f fix centuries*, 
which elapfed from the firit invafion o f the Saxons 
rill the Norman conqueft0. But moft o f thefe dif
ferences' and changes,, with their canfes and effedts* 
are unknown to u s : It only appears, that at all 
times, and in all the kingdoms, there was a national 
council,- called a Wittenagemot, or affembly o f the 
wife men (for that is the import of the term), whofe 
cement was requifite for enafting laws and. for rati
fying the chief afts of public adminiftration. T h e  
preambles to all the laws of Ethelbert, Ina, Alfred,,

® We know of one change, not inconfiderable, in the Saxon confti- 
tyiion. The Saxon Annals, pt 45, informs us, that it was in early 
times the prerogative of the king to name the dukes, earls, aldermen, 
and fherifts of tne counties. After, a contemporary writer, informs 
tis, that Alfred depoted all the ignorant aldermen, and appointed 
tnen of more capacity in their place : Vet the Laws of Edward the 
LonfeiTor, § 35. lay expreisiy, that the heretoghs or dukes, and the 
ihenfis, were cholen by the freeholders in the foikmote, a county 
court, which was aflembled once a year, and where all the freeholders 
iwore allegiance to the king,

E dw ard
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Edward the Elder, Athelftan, Edmond, Edgar, Appendix 
Ethdred, and Edward the Confeflor; even thofe to , * f
the laws o f Canute, though a kind of conquerors 
put this matter beyond controveriy, and carry proofs 
every , where of a limited and legal government.
But who were the conftituent members o f this W it- 
tenagemot has not been determined with certainty 
by antiquaries. It is agreed, that the bifhops and 
abbotsp were an eflential parts and it is alfo evi
dent, from the tenor o f thofe ancient laws, that the 
Wittenagemot enadled ftatutes which regulated the 
ecclefiaftical as well as civil government, and that 
thofe dangerous principles, by which the church is 
totally fevered from the ftate, were hitherto un
known to the Anglo-Saxons9. It alfo appears, that 
the aldermen, or governors o f  counties, who after 
the Danifh times were often called earls were ad
mitted into this council, and gave their confent to 
the public ftatutes. But befides the prelates and al
dermen, there is alfo mention o f the wites, or wife- 
men, as a component part o f the Wittenagemot; 
but who thefe were, is not ib clearly alcertained by 
the laws or the hiftory o f that period. T h e matter 
would probably be o f difficult difcuffion, even were 
it examined impartially; but as our modern parties 
have chofen to divide on this point, the queftion has 
been difputed with the greater obftinacy, and the 
arguments on both fides have become, on that ac
count, the more captious and deceitful. Our mo
narchical fa£tion maintain, that thefe wites orfa fi-  
entes were the judges, or men learned in the law :
T h e popular faftion afTert them to be reprefenta- 
tives o f the boroughs, or what we now call the 
commons.

A P P E N D I X ! .  201

P Sometimes abbefles were admitted $ at lea.il, they often iign the 
king's charters or grants. Spelm. GioiT. in verbo parli^m̂ rjum,

4 Wilkins pailim.
* See note [G] at the end of the volume,
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Appendix T he expreffions employed by all ancient hifto- 
l * f nans, in mentioning the Wittenageitiot, ieem to 

contradict the latter fuppofition. The members are 
almoft always called the principes, /atrapa opti
mates) magnates, proceres; terms which ieem id 
fuppofe an ariftocracy, and to exclude the com
mons. The boroughs alfo, from the low ffcate o f 
commerce, were fo fmall and ib poor, and the in
habitants lived in fuch dependence on the great 
m enr, that it feems nowife probable they would be 
admitted as a part of the national councils. T h e 
commons are well known to have had no fhare in 
the governments eftablifhed by the Franks, Bur
gundians, and other northern nations \ and we may 
conclude that the Saxons, who remained longer bar
barous and uncivilized than thofe tribes, would ne
ver think of conferring fuch an extraordinary privi
lege on trade and induftry* The military profeffion 
alone was honourable among all thofe conquerors s 
The warriors fubfifted by their pofleffions in land; 
They became confiderable by their influence over 
their vaflals, retainers, tenants, and llaves : And it 
requires ftrong proof to convince us that they would 
admit any of a rank fo much inferior as the bur- 
geffes, to fhare with them in the legiilative autho
rity. Tacitus indeed affirms, that, among the an
cient Germans, the confent of all the members o f 
the community was required in every important de
liberation $ but he fpeaks not of reprefentatives $ 
and this ancient praótice, mentioned by the Roman 
hiftorian, could only have place in fmall tribes, 
where eyery citizen might, without inconvenience, 
be áflembled upon any extraordinary emergency* 
After principalities became extenfive; after the dif
ference of property had formed diftinftions more 
important than thofe which arofe from perfonal

* Brady's Treatifc of Englifh Boroughs, p, 3, 4., 5, &c.
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ftrength and valour; we may conclude, that the Appendix 
national aiTemblies muft have been more limited in t_ ' f 
their number, and compofed only of the more con- 
fiderable citizens.

B u t  though we muft exclude the burgefies or 
commons from the Saxon Wittenagemot, there is 
fome neceffity for fuppofing that this aflfembly con
fided o f other members than the prelates, abbots, 
aldermen, and the judges or privy council. For as 
all thefe, excepting fome o f the ecclefiaftics 5, were 
anciently appointed by the king, had there been no 
other legiflative authority, the royal power had been 
in a great meafure abfoiute, contrary to the tenor of 
all the hiftorians, and to the practice o f all the 
northern nations. W e may therefore conclude, that 
the more coniiderable proprietors o f land were, with
out any election, conftituent members o f the na
tional affembly: There is reafon to think that forty 
hydes, or between four and five thoufand acres, was 
the eftate requifite for entitling the poffeflbr to this 
honourable privilege. W e find apaffage in an an
cient author *, by which it appears, that a perfbn o f 
very noble birth, even one allied to the crown, was 
not efteemed a princeps (the term ulually employed 
by ancient hiftorians when the Wittenagemot is 
mentioned) till he had acquired a fortune o f that 
amount. N or need we imagine that the public 
council would become diforderly or confuted by ad
mitting fo great a multitude. T h e landed property 
o f England was probably in few hands during the 
Saxon times; at leaft during the later part of that

s There is fome reafon to think that the bifhops were fome times 
chofen by the Wittenagemot, and confirmed by the king. Eddius, 
cap. 2. The abbots in the monaftenes of royal foundation were an
ciently named by the king ; though Edgar gave the monks the elec
tion, and only referved to himielf the ratification. This dellination 
was afterwards frequently violated ; and the abbots, as well as bifhops, 
were afterwards all appointed by the king j as we learn from Ing ulf, 
a writer contemporary to the con quell,

* Hilt. Eiienfis, lib, a, cap* 40*
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Appendix period: And as men had hardly any ambition to at- 
Iu v tend thofe public councils, there was no danger o f  

L  ” the aflembly’s becoming too numerous for the dif- 
patch o f the little buiinefs which was brought before 
them.

Ttiearif- lx  is certain, that whatever we may determine 
tooacy. concerning the conftituent members o f the W ittena- 

gemot, in whom, with the king, the legiflature 
refided, the Anglo-Saxon government, in the pe
riod preceding the Norman conqueit, was become 
extremely ariftocratical: The royal authority was 
very limited 5 the people, even if  admitted to that 
aflfembly, were o f little or no weight and confidera- 
tion. W e have hints given us in hiftorians, o f the 
great power and riches o f particular noblemen: 
And it could not but happen, after the abolition 
o f the Heptarchy, when the king lived at a diftance 
from the provinces, that thofe great proprietors, 
who refided on their eftates, would much augment 
their authority over their vaflals and retainers, and 
over all the inhabitants of the neighbourhood. 
Hence the immeafurable power afiumed by Harold, 
Godwin, Leofric, Siward, Morcar, Edwin, E d- 
rie, and Alfric, who controlled the authority of the 
kings, and rendered themfelves quite neceffary in 
the government. The two latter, though detefted 
by the people on account of their joining a foreign 
enemy, ftill preferved their power and influence; 
and we may therefore conclude, that their authority 
was founded, not on popularity, but on family 
rights and pofleffions* There is one Athelftan 
mentioned in the reign of the king of that name, 
who is called alderman of all England, and is laid to 
be half-king; though the monarch himfelf was a 
prince o f valour and abilitiesu. And we find, that 
in the later Saxon times, and in thefe alone, the

2C4 H I S T O R Y  O F  £ N G L A N D ,

a Hift. Ramef, § j .  p, 387,



great offices went from father to fon, and became Appendix 
in a manner hereditary in the familiesw. . lm r

T h e  circumftances attending the Invafions o f 
the Danes would alfo ferve much to encreafe the 
power of the principal nobility. Thofe freebooters 
made unexpected inroads on all quarters; and there 
was a neceffity that each county ihould refill them 
by its own force, and under the conduit o f  its own 
nobility and its own magiftrates. For the fame rea- 
fon that a general war, managed by the united ef
forts o f the whole ftate, commonly augments the 
power of the crown $ thofe private wars and inroads 
turned to the advantage o f the aldermen and nobles.

A m o n g  that military and turbulent people, fo 
averie to commerce and the arts, and lo little enured 
to induftry, juftice was commonly very ill admini- 
ftered, and great oppreffion and violence feem to 
have prevailed. Thefe diiorders would be increafed 
by the exorbitant power o f the ariftocracyj and 
would, in their turn, contribute to encreafe it*
M en, not daring to rely on the guardianihip o f the 
laws, were obliged to devote themfelves to the ier- 
vice of fome chieftain, whofe orders they followed, 
even to the difturbance o f the government or the 
injury o f their fellow-citizens, and who afforded 
them, in return, protedlion from any infult or in- 
juftice by ftrangers. Hence we find, by the ex
traéis which D r. Brady has given us from Domef- 
day, that almoft all the inhabitants, even of towns, 
had placed themfelves under the clientfhip o f lome 
particular nobleman, whofe patronage theypurchafed 
by annual payments, and whom they were obliged 
to confider as their fovereign, more than the king

w Roger Ho veden, giving the reafon why William the Conqueror 
made Coipatric earl oí Northumberland, lays, Nam ex matsms j  anguine 
Attmebat ad sum h&nsr illius combat us. Erat etiim ex mat re Algiibat ji.i£ 
fSthredi comb is. See alfo Sim. Dun. p. 205. We fee in thofe in- 
fhinces, the fame tendency towards rendering ofHces hereditary, which 
took place, during a more early period, on the continent $ and which, 
had already produced there its full effect,
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Appendix-himfel£ or even the legiflature*. A  client; though 
. lm , a freeman, was fuppofed fo much to belong to his 

patron, that his murderer was obliged by law to pay 
a fine to the latter, as a compenfation for his lofs 5 
in like manner as he paid a fine to the matter for the 
murder of; his flave7. Men who were o f a more 
confiderable rank, but not powerful enough, each 
to fupport himfelf by his own independent authority, 
entered into formal confederacies with each other, 
and compofed a kind of feparate community, which 
rendered itfelf formidable to all aggreffors. Dr* 
Hickes has preferred a curious Saxon bond o f this 
kind, which he calls a Sodalitium, and which con
tains many particulars charadteriftical o f the man
ners and cuftoms of the times z* A ll the affociates 
are there faid to be gentlemen o f Cambridgeihire; 
and they fwear before the holy reliques to obferve 
their confederacy, and to be faithful to each other: 
T hey promife to bury any o f the aflociates who dies, 
in whatever place he had appointed; to contribute 
to his funeral charges $ and to attend at his inter
ment ; and whoever is wanting in this laft duty, 
binds himfelf to pay a meafure o f honey. When 
any of the affociates is in danger, and calls for the 
affiftance of his fellows, they promife, befides flying 
to his fuccour, to give information to the fheriff; 
and if he be negligent in prote£hing the perfon ex- 
pofed to danger, they engage to levy a fine of one 
pound upon him ; I f  the prefident of the fociety 
himfelf be wanting in this particular, he binds him
felf to pay one pound; unlefs he has the reafonable 
excufe of ficknefs, or o f duty to his fuperior. When 
any of the affociates is murdered, they are to exaft 
eight pounds from the murderer; and if  he refufe 
to pay it, they are to profecute him for the fum at

x Brady’s Treatife of Boroughs, 3, 4, 5, &c. The cafe was th$ 
fame with the freemen in the country. See Pref. to his Hift. p. 8,

i X O j  &£C *

X LL. Edw. Conf, § S. spud Ingulf, % Biflert, Epift. p. 2.1.
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their joint expence. I f  any of the aflociates who Appendix 
happens to be poor kill a man} the fociety are to L  d 
contribute, by a certain proportion, to pay his fine:
A  mark a-pieee if the fine be 700 ihillings; lefs i f  
the perfon killed be a clown or ceorle; the half o f 
that fum again if  he be a Welfhman. But where 
any o f the affociates kills a man, wilfully and with
out provocation, he muft himfelf pay the fine. I f  
any o f the aflociates kill any o f his fellows in a like 
criminal manner, befides paying the ufual fine to 
the relations of the deceafed, he muft pay eight 
pounds to the fociety, or renounce the benefit of it:
In which cafe they bind themfelves, under the pe
nalty of one pound, never to eat or drink with him, 
except in the prefence o f the king, biihop, or aider- 
man. There are other regulations to prote£l them- 
fdves and their iervants from all injuries, to revenge 
fuch as are committed, and to prevent their giving 
abufive language to each other; and the fine, which 
they engage to pay for this laft offence, is a meafure 
o f honey.

I t  is not to be doubted but a confederacy o f  this 
kind muft have been a great iburce of friendihip and 
attachment; when men lived in perpetual danger 
from enemies, robbers, and oppreflors, and received 
proteition chiefly from their perfonal valour, and 
from the aftiftance o f their friends or patrons. A s 
animofities .were then more violent, connexions 
were alfo more intimate, whether voluntary or de
rived from blood: The moil remote degree of pro
pinquity was regarded: A n indelible memory o f be
nefits was preferved: Severe vengeance was taken 
for injuries, both from a point of honour, and 
as the beft means of future iecurity: And the civil 
union being weak, many private engagements were 
contrafted in order to fupply its place, and to pro
cure men that fafety which the laws and their own 
innocence were not alone able to infure to them.

0*f
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O n the whole, notwithstanding the feeming liber
ty, or rather licentioufnefs o f the Anglo-Saxons, the 
great body even of the free citizens, in thofe ages, 
really enjoyed much lefs true liberty than where the 
execution of the laws is the moft fevere, and where 
fubjefts are reduced to the ftrifteft fubordination 
and dependence on the civil magiftrate. The reafon 
is derived from the excefs itfelf o f that liberty. Men 
muft guard themfelves at any price againft Infults 
and injuries ; and where they receive not proteftion 
from the laws and magiftrate, they will feek it by 
fubmiffion to fuperiors, and by herding in iome pri
vate confederacy which a6ts under die direction o f a 
powerful leader. And thus all anarchy is the imme
diate caufe of tyranny, if  not over the ftate, at leaft 
over many of the individuals.

S e c u r i t y  was provided by the Saxon law s to all 
members of the Witteoagemot, both in going and 
returning, except they were notorious thieves and 
robbers*

T he German Saxons, as the other nations o f that 
continent, were divided into three ranks o f men, the 
noble, the free, and the flaves\ This diftinition 
they brought over with them into Britain.

T h e  nobles were called thanes; and were o f two 
kinds, the king’s thanes and lefter thanes, The lat
ter feem to have been dependent on the former; and 
to have received lands, for which they paid rent, fer- 
vices, or attendance in peace and war \  W e know 
of no title which raifed any one to the rank of thane, 
except noble birth and the poffeifton o f land, The 
former was always much regarded by all the G e r 
man nations, even in their moft barbarous ftate $ and 
as the Saxon nobility, having little credit, could 
fcarcely burthen their eftates with much debt, and as 
the commons had little trade or induftry by which

3 Nithard. KiiL Jib. 4,. Spelm, Feus and Tenures, p. 40.
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they could accumulate riches, thefe two ranks o f 
men, even though they were not feparated by pofi- 
rive laws., might remain long diftinct, and the .noble 
families continue many ages in opulence and fplen- 
dour. There were no middle rank of men, that 
could gradually mix with their fuperiors, and infen- 
fibly procure to themfelves honour and diftinotion. 
I f  by any extraordinary accident a mean perfon ac- 
quired riches, a circumftance fo fingular made him 
be known and remarked ; he became the objeil of 
envy, as well as o f indignation, to all the nobles; 
he would have great difficulty to defend what he had 
acquired; and he would find it impoffible to protect 
himfelf from oppreffion, except by courting thé pa
tronage of fome great chieftain, and paying a large 
price for his fafety.

T h e r e  are two ftatutes among the Saxon laws 
which feem calculated to confound thole different 
ranks of men ; that of Athelftan, by which a .mer
chant  ̂ who had made three long fea-voyages on his 
own account, was entitled to the quality of thanec ; 
and that o f the fame prince, by which a ceorle or 
hufbandman, who had been able to .purchafe five 
hydes o f land, and had a chapel, a kitchen, a hall, 
and a bell, was raifed to the fame diftinftion k But 
the opportunities were fo few, by which a merchant 
or ceorle could thus exalt himfelf above his rank, 
that the law could never overcome the reigning pre
judices ; the diftin£!:ion between noble and bafe. blood 
would ftill be indelible ; and die well-born thanes 
would entertain the higheft contempt for thofe legal 
and faftitious ones. Though we are not informed o f 
any of thefe circumftances by ancient hiitorians, 
they are io much founded on the nature of things,' 
that we may admit them as a neceffary and infallible 
confequence o f the fituation of the kingdom during 
thofe ages.

App

c Wilkins, p. 71* 
kins, p. 70.

V O L , I.

“ Seiden, Titles of Honour, p. 515» Wil-
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Appendix T he cities appear by Domefday-book to have 

h } been at the conqueft ¿ t ie  better than villages V
r  York itfelf, though it was always the fecond, at 

leaft the thirdf city in England, and was the capital 
of a great province, which never was thoroughly 
united with the reft, contained then but 1418 fa
milies5. Malmefbury-tells u sh, that the great dif- 
tinction between the Anglo-Saxon nobility, and the 
French or Norman, was, that the latter built mag
nificent andftately caftles; whereas the former con- 
fumed their immenfe fortunes in riot and hofpitality, 
and in mean houfes. W e may thence infer, that 
the arts in general were much lefs advanced in Eng
land than in France; a greater number of idle fer- 
vants and retainers lived about the great families; 
and as thefe, even in France, were powerful enough 
to difturb the execution o f the laws, we may judge 
of the authority acquired by the ariftocracy in Eng
land. When earl Godwin befieged the ConfefTor in 
London, he fummoned from all parts his hufcarles, 
or houfeceorles and retainers, and thereby conftrained 
his fovereign to accept of the conditions which he 
was pleafed to impofe upon him.

T he lower rank of freemen were denominated 
ceorles among the Anglo-Saxons ; and, where they 
were induftrious, they were chiefly employed in huft 
bandry: Whence a ceorle and a huibandman be
came in a manner fynonymous terms. T hey culti
vated the farms of the nobility or thanes, for which

e Whichever, being the capital of the Weft Saxon monarchy, was 
anciently a comiderable city, Gul. Pifl, p. 310.

f Norwich contained 738 houfes, Exeter 315, Ipfwich 538, North
ampton 6a, Hertford 146, Canterbury 262, Bath 64, Southampton S4, 
Warwick 225. See Brady of Boroughs, p. 3, 4, 5, 6, &c. Thefe 
are the mo ft con fide cable he mentions. The account of them is ex> 
i railed from Dome id ay - book.

S Brady s I reattieof Boroughs, p. 10. There were fix wards, be- 
fides the sichoiihop s palace 3 and five of thefe wards contained the 
number of families here mentioned, which, at the rate of five perfons 
to a family, makes about yobodouls. The fix til ward was laid wafte.

h P, 102. See alfo de Geft. Angl. p. 333,
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they paid rent ¿ and they feem to have been remove- Appendix 
able at pleafure. For there is little mention ofleafes ,
among the Anglo-Saxons: The pride of the nobi
lity, together with the general ignorance of writing,

lull have rendered thofe contraéis very rare, and 
mint have kept the hufbandmen in a dependent con
dition. The rents o f farms were then chiefly paid 
in kind h

B u t  the moil numerous rank by far in the com
munity feems to have been the flaves or villains, who 
were the property of their lords* and were confe- 
quently incapable themielves of pofleffing any pro
perty. Dr. Brady aiTures us, from a furvey o f 
Domefday-book fc, that, in all the counties o f Eng
land, the far greater part o f  the land was occupied 
by them, and that the hufbandmen, and ftill more 
the focmen, who were, tenants that eoiild not be re
moved at pleafure, were very few in companion.
This was not the cafe with the German nations, as 
far as we can colleél from the account given us by 
Tacitus. The perpetual wars in the Heptarchy, 
and the depredations of the Danes, feem to have 
been the caufe of this great alteration with the A n 
glo-Saxons. prifoners taken in battle, or earned 
off in the frequent inroads, were then reduced to 
ilavery; and became, by right o f war entirely at 
the difpoial of their lords. Great property in the 
nobles, especially if  joined to an irregular admini- 
ftration ofjuftice, naturally favours the power o f the 
ariftocracy ; but ftill more fo, if  the praélice o f ila
very be admitted, and has become very common.
The nobility not only poffefs the influence which al
ways attends riches, but alio the power which the 
laws give them over their flaves and villains. It 
then becomes difficult, and almoft impoffible, for a

1 LL, Inae, § 70. Theie laws fixed the rents for a hydej hut ít Is 
difficult to convert it into modern meafures. General Preface
to his Hiff. p. 7, S, 9, &c. 1 LI#, Edg. % 14-. spud Spdm.
Ucnc, voh i, p, 4.71.
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L
private man to remain altogether free and inde
pendent.

T here were two kinds of flaves among the An
glo-Saxons 5 houfehold flaves, after the manner of 
the ancients, and prasdial or ruftic* after the man
ner o f the Germans51. Thefe latter refembled thê  
ferfs, which are at prefent to be met with in Poland, 
Denmark, and fome parts o f Germany, The power 
of a mailer over his flaves was not unlimited among 
the Anglo-Saxons, as it was among their anceftors. 
If a man beat out his flave’s eye or teeth, the (lave 
recovered his libertyn: I f  he killed him, he paid a 
fine.to the king; provided the flave died within a 
day after the wound or blow: Other wife it paired 
unpuniihed The felling of themfelves or children 
to flavery was always the praftice among the Ger
man nationsp, and was continued by the Anglo^ 
SaxonsA

T he great lords and abbots among the Anglo- 
Saxons pofTefled a criminal jurifdiftion within their 
territories, and could puniih, without appeal, any 
thieves or robbers whom they caught there r. This 
inftitution muft have had a very contrary effedl to 
that which was intended, and muft have procured 
robbers a fore proteftion on the lands of fuch noble
men as did not fincerely mean to difcourage crimes 
and violence.

B ut  though the general ftraln of the Anglo-Saxon 
government Teems to have become ariftocratical, 
there were ft] 11 confiderable. remains of the ancient 
democracy, which were not indeed fufficient to pro- 
teft the ioweit of the people, without the patronage 
of fome great lord, but might give fecurity, and 
even fome degree of dignity, to the gentry or infe
rior nobility. The adminiftration ofjuftice, in par-

m Spelm. Gioii, in verb. ¿W«. n LL, JEIf. §■
° § T r • P Tacit, de Morib. Germ, q LL. In®,

§ IT\ Ailf. § is. r Higden, lib. i. cap. 50. LL, Edw. 
Coni. § *6, Spelai. Cone. voi. i. p. 4.1 j.. Gioii', in verb, Haiìgamt et 
infiingenihi‘fe-1
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ticular, by the courts o f the decennary, the hun- Appendix 
dred, and the county, was well calculated to de- *
fend general liberty, and to reftrain the power o f the 
nobles, In the county courts, or ini remotes, all 
the freeholders were aiTembled twice a-year, and re
ceived appeals from the inferior courts* They there 
decided all caufes, ecclefiailica) as well as civil $ and 
the biihop, .together with the alderman or earl, pre
fixed over them \ The affair was determined in a 
fummary manner, without much pleading, forma
lity, or delay, by a majority of voices ; and the bi- 
ihop and alderman had no further authority than to 
keep order among the freeholders, and interpofe 
with their opinion1. Where juftice was denied 
during three feffions by the hundred, and then by 
the county court, there lay an appeal to the king's 
court“ ; but this was not praftiied on flight occa- 
iions* The aldermen received a third of the fines 
levied in thofe courts w; and as moil o f the punifh- 
inents were then pecuniary, this perquiike formed a 
confiderable part o f the profits belonging to his office*
The two thirds alio, which went to the king, made 
no contemptible part of the public revenue. Any 
freeholder was fined who abfented himfeif thrice from 
thefe courts x.

A s the extreme ignorance of the age made deeds 
and writings very rare, the county or hundred court 
was the place where the moil remarkable civil tranf- 
aftions were finifhed, in order to preferve the me
mory of them, and prevent all future difputes. Here 
teftaments were promulgated, flaves manumitted, 
bargains of fale concluded; and fometimes, for 
greater fecurity, the moil confiderable o f thefe 
deeds were inferred in the blank leaves o f die parifh 
Bible, which thus became a kind of regifter too ia-

5 LL. Edg. § 5. Wilkins, p. 7S, LL. Cannt. § 17, Wilkins, 
p. 136. 1 Hickes, Diiterr, Epiih p. 2, 3, 4* 5s 6, 7. S,

u LL. Edg, § 2. Wilkins, p, 77. L L . Camit. § iS- apud W il
kins, p. 136. L L , Edw. C011L § 31, x L L . EtheltL §20,
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Appendix cred to be falfified. It: was not tmufiial to add to 
L , the deed an imprecation on all fuck as flhould be 

guilty o f that crim e7.
A m o n g  a people, who lived in fo Ample a man-, 

ner as the Anglo-Saxons, the judicial power is aL 
ways of greater importance than the legiflative, 
There were few or no taxes impofed by the ftates : 
There were few ftatutes enadled ; and the nation was 
lefs governed by laws than by cuftoms, which ad
mitted a great latitude of interpretation. Though 
it ihould, therefore, be allowed that the Wittena- 
gemot was altogether compofed of the principal 
nobility, the county-courts, where all the freeholders 
were admitted, and which regulated all the daily 
occurrences o f life, formed a wide bafis for the go
vernment, and were no contemptible checks on the 
ariftocracy. But there is another power ftill more 
important than either the judicial or legiflativej to 
wit, the power of injuring or ferying by immediate 
force and violence, for which it is difficult to obtain 
redrefs in courts of juftice. In all extenfive go
vernments, where the execution of the laws is feeble, 
this power naturally falls into the hands of the prin
cipal nobility; and the degree of it which prevails, 
cannot be determined fo much by the public ftatutes, 
as by fmall incidents in hiftory, by particular cuf- 
toms, and fometimes by the reafon and nature of 
things. The Highlands of Scotland have long been 
entitled by law to every privilege of Britiih fubjecfts y 
but it was not till very lately that the common 
people could in fa£fc enjoy thefe privileges.

T h e  powers of all the members o f the Anglo- 
Saxon government are difputed anpong hiftorians 
and antiquaries: The extreme obfcurity of the fub- 
jeft, even though fatftion had never entered into the 
queftion, would naturally have begotten thofe con- 
troverfies. But the great influence o f the lords over

¿14 H I S T O R Y  OF E N G L A N D ,
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their flaves and tenants, . the clientfhip o f the 
burghers, the total want o f a middling rank o f men, 
the extent o f the monarchy, the loofe execution o f 
the laws, the continued diforders and convulfions o f 
the ftate; all thefe circumftances evince that the 
Anglo-Saxon government became at laft extremely 
ariftocratical * and the events, during the period 
immediately preceding the conqueft, confirm this 
inference or conjecture.

B o t h  the puniihments inflicted by the Anglo- 
Saxon courts o f judicature, and the methods o f proof 
employed in all caufes, appear fomewhat Angular, 
and are very different from thofe which prevail at 
prefent among all civilized nations,

W e  muft conceive that the ancient Germans 
were little removed from the original ftate o f na
ture : The focial confederacy among thenrrwas more 
martial than civil: They had chiefly in view the 
means of attack or defence againft public enemies, 
not thofe o f protection againft their fellow-citizens: 
Their poffeffions were fo Header and fo equal, that 
they were not expofed to great danger 5 and the 
natural bravery of the people made every man truft 
to himfelf, and to his particular friends, for his de
fence or vengeance. This defeCt in the political 
union drew much clofer the knot o f particular con
federacies ; A n infult upon any man was regarded 
by all his relations and aiiociates as a common in
ju ry : They were bound by honour, as well as by 
a fenfe o f common intereft, to revenge his death, or 
any violence which he had fuffered: They retaliated 
on the aggreffor by like aCts. o f violence ; and if he 
were protected, as was natural and ufual, by his 
own clan, the quarrel was ipread ftili wider, and 
bred endleis diforders in the nation.

T h e  Frifians, a tribe o f the Germans, had never 
advanced beyond this wild and imperfeCt ftate o f  
fociety; and the right of private revenge ftili re-
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Appendix mained among them unlimited and uncontrolled %
, h But the other German.nations* in the age of Tacitus* 

had made one ilep farther towards completing the 
political or civil union. Though it ftill continued 
to be an indifpenfable point of honour for every clan 
to revenge the death or injury of a member* the 
magiftrate had acquired a right of interpofing in the 
quarrel* and of accommodating the difference. He. 
obliged the perion maimed or injured* and the re-; 
lations of one killed* to accept of a prefent from the 
aggreffcr and his relations % as a compenfation for 
the injuryb* and to drop all farther profecution of 
revenge. That the accommodation o f one quarrel 
might not be die fource of more* this prefent was, 
fixed and certain* according to the rank of the perfon 
killed or injured* and was commonly paid in cattle* 
the chief property o f thofe rude and uncultivated 
nations. A  prefent of this kind gratified the revenge 
o f the injured family* by the lofs which the aggreffor 
fuffered : It fatisfied their pride* by the fubmiffion 
'which it expreifed; It diminiihed their regret for 
the lofs or injury of a kinfman* by their acquifition 
o f new property; And thus general peace was for a 
moment reftored to the fociety c.

B ut  when the German nations had been fettled 
feme time in the provinces of the Roman empire* 
they made ftill another ftep towards a more culti
vated life* and their criminal juftice gradually im
proved and refined itfelf. The magiftrate* whofe 
office it was to guard public peace* and to fupprefs 
private animofities* conceived himfelf to be injured 
by every injury done to any of his people ; and be- 
fides the compenfation to the perfon who fuffered*

56 LX.. Fnf. tit. a. apud Lindenbrog. p, 491. a LL. AEthelb., 
^2.3. LX>. AX if. § i ]  -  ̂ Called by the Saxons mcpgbota.

c Tacit, de Morib. Germ. The author fays, that the price of the 
coaipofition was fixed which mult have been by the laws and the in- 
teipoiition of the magiftrates.
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or to his family* he thought himfelf entitled to ex- Appendix 
ait a fine* called the Fridwit, as an atonement for ' 
the breach of peace* and as a reward for the pains 
which he had taken in accommodating the quarrel.
When this idea, which is fo natural, was once flip*-

f . .  . 7 D

gefted* it was willingly received both by fovereign 
and people. T h e numerous fines which were le
vied* augmented the revenue of the king: And the 
people were fenfible that he would be more vigilant 
in interpofing with his good offices* when he reaped 
fuch immediate advantage from them; and that 
injuries would be lefs frequent* when* befides com- 
penfation to the perfon injured* they were expofed 
to this additional penalty \

T his fhort abftratt contains the hiftory o f the cri
minal juriiprudence, o f the northern nations for fe
ver al centuries. The ftate of England in this parti
cular* during the period of the Anglo-Saxons* may 
be judged o f by the colle£tion of ancient laws* pub- 
lifted by Lambard and Wilkins. The chief pur
port of thefe laws' is not- to prevent or entirely fup- 
prefs private quarrels* ’which the legiflator knew to 
be impoffible* but only to regulate and moderate 
them. The laws of Alfred- enpin* that if any one 
know that his enemy or aggrefibr* after doing him 
an injury, refolves to keep*within his own houfca?id 
bis own lands % he ftall -not "fight him till he re
quire compenfation for the injury,. I f  he be ftrong 
enough to befiege him in hishoufe, he may do it for 
feven days without attacking him ; and i f  th e. ag- 
greflor be willing* during that time* to furrender 
himfelf and his arms* his adverfary may detain him 
thirty days; but is afterwards obliged to reftore him
iafe to his kindred* and be content with the con1 pen-

#
d Eelides paying money to the relations of the decerned and to the 

king, the murderer was alio obliged to pay the mailer of a ilive or 
yapTal a fmn as a compenfation for his iois. This was called ihe 
Manbote* See S pel. Gioff. in verb. Fredtim, Manhot.

e The addition of thefe hit words iu Italics appears'neceliaiy from 
what follows in the lame law.

J a t h n .
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Appendix f a t ic n .  I f  the criminal fly to the temple* that fane- 
*•_ t tuary muft not be violated. Where the aflailant has 

not force fufficient to befiege the criminal in his 
houfe, he muft apply to the alderman for afiift- 
ance; and if  the alderman refufe aid* the aflailant 
muft have recourfe to the k in g : And he is not al
lowed to aflault the houfe, till after this fupreme 
magiftrate has refufed afliftance. I f  any one meet 
with his enemy* and be ignorant that he was re- 
folved to keep within his own lands* he muft* be
fore he attack him, require him to furrender him- 
felf prifoner, and deliver up his arms 5 in which cafe 
he may detain him thirty days: But if  he refufe to 
deliver up his arms* it is then lawful to fight him. 
A  Have may fight in his mailer’s quarrel: A  father 
may fight in his fon’s with any one* except with his 
m afterf.

I t  was enatfted by king Ina* that no man ihould 
take revenge for an injury till he had firft demanded 
compenfation* and had been refufed i t g.

K ing Edmond* in the preamble to his laws* 
mentions the general mifery occafioned by the lnuE 
tiplicky of private feuds and battles; and he efta- 
bliihes ieveral expedients for remedying this grievance. 
H e ordains, that if - any one commit murder* he 
may* with the afliftance of his kindred, pay within a 
twelvemonth the fine o f his crime; and if  they aban
don him, he fhall alone fuftain the deadly feud or 
quarrel with the kindred of the murdered perfbn: 
His own kindred are free from the feud, but on 
condition that they neither converfe with the cri
minal, nor fupply him with meat or other necejfariest 
I f  any of them, after renouncing him, receive him 
into their houfe, or give him afftftancey they are 
finable to the king, and are involved in the feud. 
I f  the kindred of the murdered perfon take revenge 
on any but the criminal himfelf after he is aban-

* IX , iEIfr, § aS. Wilkins, p, 43, £ XL. Inse, § 9,

doned
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domed by his kindred, ail their property is forfeited, Appendix 
and they are declared to be enemies to the king and , .
all his friendsh. It is alfo ordained, that the fine 
for murder ihali never be remitted by the k in g 15 
and that no criminal ihali be killed who flies to the 
church, or any o f the king's towns k -s and the king 
himfelf declares, that his houfe ihali give no pro
tection to murderers, till they have fatisfied the 
church by their penance, and the kindred of the de- 
ceafed, by making compenfation h T h e method 
appointed for transacting this compofition is found 
in the fame law m.

T h ese  attempts o f Edmond, to contraCfc and di- 
minifh the feuds, were contrary to the ancient fpirit 
of the northern barbarians, and were a ftep towards 
a more regular adminiftration of juftice. By the Sa
lic law, any man might, by a public declaration, 
exempt himfelf from his family quarrels : But then 
fie was confidered by the law as no longer belonging 
to the family j and he was deprived o f all right o f 
fucceflion, as the punifhnient of his cowardicen.

T he price of the king's head, or his weregild, 
as it was then called, was by law 30,000 thrimias, 
near 1300 pounds o f prefent money. The price o f 
the prince's head was 15,000 thrimfas f  that of a 
bifhop's or alderman’s 8000; a Sheriff's 400Q; 
a thane's or clergyman's 2000; a ceorle's 266.
Thefe prices were fixed by the laws o f the Angles.
By the Mercian law, the price of a ceorle's head 
was 200 ihillings; that of a thane's fix times as 
much; that of a king's fix times more By the 
laws of Kent, the price of the archbiihop's head was 
higher than that of the king’s p. Such refpect was 
then paid to the ecclefiaftics ! It muft be underftood, 
that where a perfon was unable or unwilling to pay

h LL. Edm.  ̂ 1. Wilkins, p, 73. * LL. Edm. § 3.
k Ibid. § a. * Ibid. § 4-. m Ibid. § 7* a Fit. 63.
0 Wilkins, p. 71, 73. P LL. Eithredi* apud Wilkins, p. n o .
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Appendix the fine, he was put out o f the protection o f law, 
_J‘_ , and the kindred of the deceafedhad liberty topunifti 

him as they thought proper.
S om e  antiquarians(i have thought that thefe com- 

penfations were only given for man-flaughter, not for 
wilful murder : But no fuch diftindlion appears in the 
laws 5 and it is contradidted by the pradlice o f all 
the other barbarous nations % by that o f the ancient 
Germans % and by that curious monument above 
mentioned, of Saxon antiquity, prefervçd by Hickes, 
There is indeed a law of Alfred’s, which makes 
wilful murder capital'5 but this feems only to have 
been an attempt of that great legiflator towards 
eftabliihing a better police in the kingdom, and it 
probably remained without execution. By the laws 
o f the fame prince, a confpiracy againft the life o f  
the king might be redeemed by a fineu.

T he price of all kinds of wounds was likewife 
fixed by the Saxon laws : A  wound of an inch long 
under the hair, was paid with one fhilling : One of a 
like fize in the face two ihillings : Thirty ihillings 
for the lofs of an ear; and fo forth There feems 
not to have been any difference made, according to 
the dignity of the perfon. By thé laws o f Ethel- 
bert, any one who committed adultery with his 
neighbour’s wife was obliged to pay him a fine, and 
buy him another wife k

, T hese inftitutions are not peculiar to the ancient 
Germans. They feem to be the neceffary progrefs 
o f criminal jnrifprudence among every free people, 
where the will o f the fovereign is not implicitly 
obeyed. W e find them among the ancient Greeks 
during the time of the Trojan war, Compofitions

S Tvirel, Introduit, vol. i. p. 126. Carte, yol. i. p, 366,
7 TiïidenbrogiuSj paiïim. * Tac, de Mor. Germ.
j  LL. As If. § 1 2. Wilkins, p. 29. It is probable, that by wilful 

■joouter Alfred means a treacherous murder, committed by one who 
has no declared feud with another, u LL. Æ lf 4 a  Wil«.
“ "••Ç -ÎS. " L L .  Æ If. S40. SeT X  ‘lE e S .

34, i'i i „ x LL, îitüidbi § 32.
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for murder are mentioned in Ne(tor’s fpeech to Appendix
Achilles in the ninth Iliad, and are called cnroutut. _̂V t
T h e Irifli, who never had any connexions with the 
German nations, adopted the fame praftice till very 
lately; and the price of a man’s head was called 
among them his m V; as we learn from Sir John 
Davis. The fame euftom feems alfo to have pre
vailed among the Jews7.

T h e f t  and robbery were frequent among the 
Anglo-Saxons. In order to impofe fome check 
upon thefe crimes, it was ordained that no man 
fhould fell or buy any thing above twenty pence va
lue, except in open m arketz ; and every bargain o f 
fale mud be executed before witneffes k Gangs o f 
robbers much difturbed the peace of the country; 
and the law determined, that a tribe o f banditti, 
confiding of between feven and thirty-five perfons, 
was to be called a titrma, or troop: A ny greater 
company was denominated an armyb. The pu- 
nifhments for this crime were various, but none 
of them capital*. I f  any man could track his 
ftolen cattle into another’s ground, the latter was 
obliged to iliow the tracks out oi it, or pay their 
value d.

R e b e l l io n , to whatever excels it was carried, 
was not capital, but might be redeem ed by a ium 
o f moneyc. The legifiators, knowing it im poffible 
to  prevent all diforders, on ly  impofed a higher fine 
on breaches of the Deace committed in the k in d ’si.  ̂ o
court, or before an alderman or bifliop. An  ale- 
houfe too feems to have been confidered as a privi
leged place; and any quarrels that aroie there were 
more feverely puniihed than elfewhere V

Y Exod. xxi. 29, 30. z IX . 2EtheliL § 12. a Ibid.
§ 10. 12. IX . Edg;. apud Wilkins, p. £0. IX - Eihcliedi, § 4 . 
apud Wilkins, p. 103. Hloih. & Eadm. § 16. L L . Canut. § 2%

k LL. lnse, § 12. c Ibid. £ 37. ** L L . EEthidit. § 2.
Wilkins, p. 63. c LL. Ethtiredi, spud Wilkin«, p. n o .
L L . AUf. § 4. Wilkins, p. 35. 1 LL, Hi-sth, ~ Estim.
 ̂ 12, 13, LL. Etheir, spud Wilkins, p. 117.
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Appendix I f the manner o f puniihing crimes among the 
r* Anglo-Saxons appear Angular,, the proofs were not 

Rulesof  ̂ leis f° ‘> an  ̂ were alfo the natural refult o f the iitua- 
proof. tion of -thofe people. Whatever we may imagine 

concerning the ufual truth and fincerity of men who 
live in a rude and barbarous Rate, there is much 
more falfehood, and even perjury among them, than 
among civilized nations: Virtue, which is nothing 
but a more enlarged and more cultivated reafon, 
never flouriihes to any degree, nor is founded on 
Ready principles of honour, except where a good 
education becomes general 5 and where men are 
taught the pernicious confequences o f vice, trea
chery, and immorality. Even fuperRition, though 
more prevalent among ignorant nations, is but a 
poor fupply for the defe6ls in knowledge and edu
cation : Our European anceRors, who employed 
every moment the expedient of fwearing on extra
ordinary croffes and reliques, were lefs honourable 
in all engagements than their pofterity, who, from 
experience, have omitted thofe ineffedtual fecurities. 
This general pronenefs to perjury was much en- 
creafed by the ufual want of difcernment in judges, 
who could not difcufs an intricate evidence, and 
were obliged to number, not weigh, the teftimony 
o f the witneffes s. Hence the ridiculous praftiee 
o f obliging men to bring compurgators, who, as 
they did not pretend to know any thing of the fa6t, 
expreffed upon oath, that they believed the perfon 
fpoke trues and thefe compurgators were in feme 
cafes multiplied to the number o f three hundred \  
The pra&ice alfo of fingle combat was employed 
by moil nations on the continent as a remedy againR 
falfe evidence1; and though it was frequently drop«

® Sometimes the laws fixed eafy general rules for weighing the ere» 
dlbility of witneffes. A  man whole life was eilimated at iso fhillings 
counterbalanced Jix ceorles, each of whole lives was only valued at 
twenty ihillings, and his oath was efteemed equivalent to that of all 
the lix. See Wilkins, p. 72.

h Prasf. Nicoh ad Wilkins, p. n „ i LL, Burgund. cap. 45. 
LL. Lomb. lib. 2. tit. 55. cap. 34,

6 ped,
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ped, from the oppofitioa o f the clergy, it was con- Appendix 
tinually revived, from experience o f  the falfehood „ X< 
attending the teftimony o f witneffes k. It became 
at laft a ipecies df jurifprudence: The cafes were 
determined by law, in which the party might chal
lenge his adverfary, or the witnefies, or the judge 
himfelf1: And though thefe cuftoms were abfurd, 
they were rather an improvement on the methods o f 
trial which had formerly been praftifed among thofe 
barbarous nations, and which ftill prevailed among 
the Anglo-Saxons*

W h e n  any controverfy about a fa£k became too 
intricate for thofe ignorant judges to unravel, they 
had recourfe to what they called the judgment o f  
God, that is, to fortune: Their methods of eon- 
fulting this oracle were various* One of them was 
the decifion by the crofs: It was prairifed in this 
manner. W hen a perfon was accufedof any crime, 
he firft cleared himfelf by oath, and he was attended 
by eleven compurgators. H e next took two pieces 
o f wood, one of which was marked with the fign o f 
the crofs, and wrapping both up in wool, he placed 
them on the altar, or on fome celebrated relique.
After foiemn prayers for the fuccefs o f the experi
ment, a prieft, or in his ftead fome unexperienced 
youth, took up one o f the pieces o f wood, ‘ and if  
he happened upon that which was marked with the 
figure of the crois, the perfon was pronounced inno
cent; if otherwife, guilty®. This pradtice, as it 
arofe from fuperftition, was abolished by it in 
France* T h e emperor, Lewis the Debonnaire, 
prohibited that method o f trial, not becaufe it was 
uncertain, but left that facred figure, fays he, of the 
crofs ihould be proftituted in common difputes and 
controveriies n.
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LL. Longob. lib, st. tit. 55. cap. 23. apud Lindenb. p. 66t,
1 See Desfontaines and Beaumanoir. m LL* Frifon. tit, 14*

apud Lindenbrogium, p, 4.516, n Du Cange in verb. Cm*.
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Military
force.

T h e  ordeal was another eitablifhed method of* 
trial among the Anglo-Saxons.* It was pradtifed 
either by boiling water or red-hot iron* T h e for
mer was appropriated to the common people; the 
latter to the nobility. The water or iron was con- 
fecrated by many prayers, mailes, failings, and ex- 
orcifms0; after which the perfon accufed either 
took tip a ftone funk in the waterp to a certain 
depth, o r 1 carried the iron to a certain diftance; 
and his hand being wrapped up, and the covering 
fealed for three days, if there appeared, on examin
ing it, no marks of burning, he was pronounced 
innocent; if otherwtfe, guilty k T h e trial by cold 
water was different: The perfon was thrown into 
confecrated water; if  he fwam, he was guilty; if  he 
funk, innocentr. It is difficult for us to conceive how 
any innocent perfon could ever efcape by the one 
trial, or any criminal be convi&ed by the other. But 
there was another ufage admirably calculated for 
allowing every criminal to efcape who had con
fidence enough to try ir. A  confecrated cake, 
called a corfned, was produced; which if  the per
fon could fwallow and digeft, he was pronounced 
innocent k

T h e  feudal law, if it had place at all among the 
Anglo-Saxons, which is doubtful, was not certainly 
extended over all the landed property, and was not 
attended with thofe confequences of homage, re
liefsE, worihip, marriage, and other burthens, which 
were infeparable from it in the kingdoms o f the 
continent. As the Saxons expelled, or almofl en
tirely deftroyed, the ancient Britons, they planted

° Spelm. m verb. Ordeal. Parker, p. 155. Lindenbrcg. p. 1209.
P LL. Inse, § 77. <3 Sometimes the perfon accufed walked

barefooted over red-hot iron. r Spelm, in verb, Ordeaimm.
3 Spelm. in verb, Corfned. Parker, p, 156, Text. Rutfenf. p .-3.
r On the death of an alderman, a greater or leifer thane, there was 

a payment made to the king of his belt arms ; anti this was caUecUliis 
heiiot: But this was not of the nature of a relief, See Spelm* ot 
Tenures, p. z. The value of this heriotwas fixed by Canute’s laws,

themfelvcs
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themiHves in this ifland on thè fame footing with Appendi*O T
their anceftofs in Germany, and round no oecalìon Vi \ . t j f  

for the feudal inftitutions u, which were calculated ' 
to maintain a kind of ftanding army* always in rea- 
dinefs to fupprefs any infurre£bion among the con
quered people* The trouble and expence of defend
ing the ftafe in England lay equally upon all the 
land j and it was ufual for every five hides to equip 
a man for the fervice. The trinoda n-ecejjitaf> as it 
was called* or the burthen of military expeditions*. - 
of repairing highways, and of building and fupport- 
ing bridges, was infeparabie from landed property* 
even though it belonged to the church or monafte- 
ries, unlels exempted by a particular charters T he 
ceorles or huihandmen were provided with arms* 
and were obliged to take their turn in military 
duty \  There were computed to be 243,600 hides 
in England y* conièquently the ordinary military 
force of the kingdom confifted of 48*720 men; 
though* no doubt* on extraordinary occafions, a 
greater number might be afièmbletk The king 
and nobility had fonie militaiy tenants* who were 
called Skhcun-men And there were fonie lands 
annexed to the office of aldermen* and to other 
offices ; but thefe probably were not of great extent* 
and were polle fled only during pleafure* as in the 
commencement of the feudal law in other countries 
of Europe.

T he revenue of the king ieems to have confifted PtihIk 
chiefly in fiis demefnes, which were large; and in ;eiiUe“ 
the tolls arid imports which he probably levied at 
difcretion on the: boroughs and lea-ports that lay ' 
within his demeihes, T ie could not alienate any 
part of the crown lands, even to religious ufès, with- ' 
out the confent of the ftates\ Danegelt was a land-

u BraQon de Acqu. rer. domin. lib, 2. cap. i6, See more ftdijr 
Spelman of feuds and tenures, and Craigills de jure feud* lib* i.
<lieg. w Spelm. Cono, voi. i. p̂  256* x Inae, ^51.

y Speim. of feuds and tenures, p. 17, 2 Spdm. Cooc, voi.
p. 195, a Ibid. p. 340,

Vol. I. tas
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Appendix tax of a {hilling a hide, impofed by the Rates \  either, 
*• for payment of the fums exa&ed by the Danes, or 

' for putting the kingdom  ̂ in £ pofture of defence 
againft thofe invadersc.

Value of T he Saxon pound, as likewlfe that which was 
money, coined for fonae centuries after the conqueft, was 

near three times the weight of our prefent money; 
There were forty-eight {hillings in the pound, and 
five pence in a {hillingd; confequently a Saxon 
{hilling was near a ñfth heavier than ours* and a 
Saxon penny near three times as heavy \ <' As to, 
the value of money in thofe times, compared to 
commodities, there are feme, though not very cer
tain means of computation* A  iheep, by the laws 
of Athelftan, was eftimated at a {hillings that is,, 
fifteen pence of our money* The fleece was two- 
fifths of the value of the whole lheepf s much above 
its prefent eftimation; and the reafon probably was,, 
that the Saxons, like the ancients, were little ac
quainted wkh any clothing but what was made of 
wool. Silk and cotton were quite unknown: Linen 
was not much ufed. An ox was computed at fix 
times the value of a íheep ¿ a cow at four K  I f  we 
fuppofe that the cattle in that age, from the defeéts 
in husbandry, were not fo large as they are at pre
lent in England* we may compute that money was 
then near ten times of greater value. .A  horfe was 
valued at about thirty-fix {hillings of our’ money, 
or thirty Saxon {hillings h'5 a mare a third lefs. A  
man at three pounds \ The board-wages of a child 
the firfl; year was eight {hikings, together with a 
cow’s pafture in fuminer, and an ox’s in winter 
William of Malmeibury mentions it as a remark
ably high price that W illiam Rufus gave, fifteen 
marks for a horfe, or . about thirty pounds >of our

 ̂ Gíiron. Sax* p. 12S» c LL, Edw, Con. $
á LL. iElf. £ 4-0-. ® Fleetwood's Chron* Pretiofum, p,
l  "j0* f LL, Inae. $ 69, g Wilkins, p. 66.
h  ibid, p, lift. S Ibid. k  LL, Inas, §  3.8,
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prefent money Between the years goo and rooo,
Ednoth bought a hide of land for about i x 8 killings , ‘ _f
o f prefent moneym- This was little more than a 
k illin g  an acre* which indeed appears to have been 
the ufual pricCj as v/e may learn from other ac- 
counts11* A  palfrey was fold for twelve fhillings 
about the year 966 The value of an ox in king 
Ethdred’s time was between feven and eight ihil- 
lings; a cow about fix findings p. Gervas o f T il
bury fays, that in 'Henry I/s time, bread which 
would fuffice a hundred men for a day was rated at 
three fhillings, -or a: killing o f that age; for it is 
thought that, foon after the conqueft, a pound fler- 
ling was divided into twenty fhillings; A  keep  was 
rated at a'ihilling, and fo o f other things in propor
tion* In Athenian's time a ram was valued at a 
ihilling, or four pence Saxon ‘b T h e tenants o f ■ 
Shireburn were obliged, at their choice, to pay- 
either fix pence, or four hens r. About 123a, the 
abbot of St* Albans, going on a journey, hired 
feven.handfome floutTories; and agreed, i f  any o f ■ 
them died on the road, to pay the owner 30 k i l 
lings a-piece o f our prefent m oney5* It is to be 
remarked, that* in all ancient times the railing o f 
corn, efpecialiy wheat, being a Tpecies o f manu - 
faitory, that commodity always bore a higher price, 
compared to cattle, than it does in our times V  
The Saxon Chronicle tells us u, that in the reign of 
Edward the Confeifor there was the moft terrible fa
mine ever known ; infomuch that a quarter o f wheat 
rofe to fixty pennies, or fifteen iliillings of our pre
fent money. Confequently it was as dear as iftit 
now coil feven pounds ten killings, This much 
exceeds the great famine in the end of queen Eliza-, 
beth; when a quarter of wheat was ibid for four

* P. i2t. m Hift- Earnef. p. 4.15. » Hift. Elienf, p. 47 j*
0 Ibid. p»47i, P Wilkins, p. 126* S Ibid. p. 56.
r Monad. Anglic, yol, ii. p. 52S, s Mat. Paris.
f Fleetwood, p, S3. 94. 96. 9S. u P. 157.

Q^2 . pounds.

A P P E N D I X  L - * :2 2 j



Appendix pounds. Money in this laft period was nearly of the 
, l \ fame value as in our* time. Thefe fevere famines are 

a certain proof of bad hufbandry.
O n the whole, there are three things to be con-  ̂

fideredi wherever a fum o f money is mentioned m 
ancient rimes. Firft* the change o f denomination, 
by which a pound has been reduced to the third part 
o f  its ancient weight in filveiv Secondly, the change 
in value by the greater plenty o f money, which has 
reduced the fame weight o f filver to ten times lefs 
value, Compared to commodities; and confequently 
z pound fterling. to the thirtieth part of the ancient 
value. Thirdly, the fewer people and lefs induftry, 
which were then to be found in every European king
dom. This circumftance made even the thirtieth 
part of the fum more.difficult to levy, and caufed 
any fum to have more than thirty times greater 

. weight and influence, both abroad and at home, 
than in our times j in the fame manner that a fum, 
a hundred thoufand pounds, for inftance,. is at pre- 
fent more difficult to levy in a fmall ftate, fuch as- 
Bavaria, and can produce greater effedts on fuch a 
fmall community,, than on England. This laft dif
ference is not eafy to be calculated- But allowing 
that England has now fix rimes more induftry, and 
three rimes .more people than it had at the conqueff 
and for fome reigns after that period, we are upon 
that fuppofition to conceive, taking all circumftances 
together, every fum of money .mentioned by bifto- 
rians, as if it were multiplied more than a hundred 
fold above a fum of the fame denomination at 
prefe'nt. -
. I n the Saxon times, land' was divided equally 
among all the male children of the deceafed, accord
ing to the euftom of Gavelkind. The praftice o f 
entails is , to be found'in thofe times \  Land was 
chiefly of two kinds,. bockland, or land held by

*  XL. § ¿ 7 , apud Wilkins, p, 43.

book
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book or charter, which was regarded as full pro- Appendix 
perty, and defcended to the heirs of the poileflor; , 
and folkland, or the land held by the ceorles and 
common people, who were removable at pleafure, 
and were indeed only tenants during the will o f their 
lords,

T he firft attempt which we find in England to 
feparate the ecclefiaftical from the civil jurifdidion, 
was that law o f Edgar, by which all difputes among 
the clergy were ordered to be carried before the 
bilhopy. T h e penances were then very fevere* 
but as a man could buy them off with money, or 
might fubiiimde others to perform them, they lay 
cafy upon the rich z„

W  i t h  regard to the manners o f the Anglo-Saxons Maimers* 
we can fay little, but that they were in general a rude 
uncultivated people., ignorant o f letters, unikilled 
jn the mechanical arts, untamed to fubmiflion un
der law and government, addi&ed to Intemperance* 
riot, and diforder. Their beft quality was their 
military courage, which yet was not fupported by 
difcipline or conduit. Their want o f fidelity to the *
prince, or to any trull repofed in them, appears 
ftrongly in the hiftory o f their later period s and 
their want o f humanity in all their hiftory. Even 
the Norman hiftorians, notwithstanding the low 
ftate o f the arts in their own country, fpeak o f 
them as barbarians, when they mention the invafion 
made upon them by the duke o f Normandya. T h e 
.conqueft put the people in a fitua-tion o f receiving 
ilowly from abroad the rudiments o f fcienee and cul
tivation, and o f cor reding their rough and licen
tious manners..
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C H  A  P , 1 7 .

W I L L I A M  t h e  C O N Q U E R O R ,

C onfequemes of the battle of Raftings----- Submiftion
of Ihe Engtifh— — Settlement o f the government—̂

. King's return to Normandy -----R if contents of the
,EngliJh-~— ft heir infurreCHons— — Rigours of the
Norman government ------ New infur re Elions ------

> New rigours of the government— ^Introduction of the
-  feudal law----- Innovation in eccleftaftical govern-
■ ynent*----- InfurreMion of the Norman barons----- ■

; Rifpute about inveftitures-----Revolt of prince Ro^
bert - Romejday book——  ft he New for eft---- •
W ar with France----- Death----- and char alter o f
William the Conqueror.

I k T O T H I N G  could exceed the confte-rnation 
IftH which feizedthe Englifh, when they received 

Intelligence o f the unfortunate battle o f Raftings, 
the death o f their king, the {laughter o f their prin
cipal nobility and o f their braveft warriors, and the 
rout and diiperfion of the remainder* But though 
the lofs which they had fuftained in that fatal afliion 
was confiderable, it might have been repaired by a 
■ great nation; where the people were generally 
armed, and where there reiided fo many powerful 
-noblemen in every province, who could have af- 
fembled their retainers, and have obliged the duke 
o f  Normandy to divide his army, and probably to 
wafte it in a variety of actions and rencounters* It 
was thus that the kingdom had formerly refilled, for 
many years, its invaders, and had been gradually 
fubdued, by the continued efforts o f the Romans, 
Saxons, and Danes ; and equal difficulties might 
-have been apprehended by William in this bold and

( ¿ 4  hazardous
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C H A P ,  hazardous enterprife. But there were feveral vices 
IV* in the Anglo-Saxon conftitution, which rendered 

it difficult for the Engliih to defend their liberties 
in fo critical an emergency. The people had in a 
great meafure loft all national pride and ipirit, by 
their recent and long fubjeòtion to the Danes $ and 
as Canute had, in the courfe o f his adminiftration, 
much abated the rigours o f conqueft, and had go
verned them equitably by their own laws, they re
garded with the lefs terror thè ignominy o f a foreign 
yoke, and deemed the inconveniences of fubmiffion 
lefs formidable than thole o f  bloodfhed, war, and 
refiftance. Their attachment alfo to the ancient 
royal family had been much weakened, by their ha
bits of fubmiffion to the Daniih princes, and by their 
late ele&ion of Harold, or their acquiefcence in his 
ufurpation. And as they had long been accuilomed 
to regard Edgar Atheling, the only heir of the 
Saxon line, as unfit to govern them even in times of 
order and tranquillity ; they could entertain fmall 
hopes of his being able to repair fuch great Ioffes as 
they had iuftained, or to withftand the victorious 
arms of the duke of Normandy.

T h a t  they might not, however, be altogether 
wanting to themfelves in this extreme neceffity, the 
Engliih took fome fteps towards adjufting their dift 
jointed government, and uniting themfelves againfl: 
the common enemy, The two potent earls, Ed
win and Mprcar, who had fled to London with the 
remains of the broken army, .took the lead on this 
occafion: In concert with Stigand, archbifhop of 
Canterbury, a man poffeffed of great authority and 
of ample revenues, they proclaimed Edgar, and en
deavoured to put the people in'a pofture of defence, 
and encourage them to refift the Normans \  But 
the terror of the late defeat, and the near neighbour
hood o f the invaders, encreafed the confufitm infe-

b Gul. Pictav, p. 205, Order. Vitalis, p, ¿os, Hoyeden, p.44,9. 
Knyghion, p. 23^,
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parable from great revolutions ; and every refolu- 
tion propofed was hafty, Aufluating, tumultuary; 
difconcerted by fear or fadtion, ill planned, and 
worfe executed.

W illiam s that his enemies might have noleifure 
to recover from their confirmation, or unite their 
counfels, immediately put himfelf in motion after 
his vi£tory, and refolved to profecute an enterprife, 
which nothing but celerity and vigour could render 
finally fuccefsful His firft attempt was againffc 
Romney, whofe inhabitants he feverely puniihed, 
on account of their cruel treatment o f fome Norman 
feamen and foldiers, who had been carried thither by 
ilrefs o f weather, or by a miftake in their courfec : 
And forefedng that his conquefi: o f England might 
ftill be attended with many difficulties and with 
much oppofition, he deemed it neceffary, before he 
ihould advance farther into the country, to make 
himfelf mailer o f Dover, which would both feeure 
him a retreat in cafe of adverfe fortune, and afford 
him a fafe landing-place for fuch fupplies as might 
be requifite for pufhing his advantages. The ter  ̂
ror diffufed by his victory at Haftings was fo great, 
that the garrifon of Dover, though numerous and 
well provided, immediately capitulated; and as the 
Normans, ruihing in to take poffeffion o f the town, 
haftily fet fire to fome of the houfes, William, de- 
firous to conciliate the minds o f the Englifh bv an 
appearance o f lenity andjuftice, made compenfation 
to the inhabitants for their Ioffes d.

T he Norman army, being much diftreffed with 
cl dyfentery, was obliged to remain here eight days; 
but the duke, on their recovery, advanced with 
quick marches towards London, and by his ap
proach encreaied the confufions which were already 
fo prevalent in the Englifh counfels. The ecciefx- 
attics ih particular, whole influence was great over

WI LLI AM THE CONQUEROR,
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a A P .  the people, began to declare in his favour; and as 
IV* moil o f the bifhops and dignified clergymen were 

everl then Frenchmen or Normans, the'pope's bull, 
by which his enterprife was avowed and hallowed, 
was now openly infilled on as a reafon for general fub~ 
miffion. The fuperior learning of thofe prelates* 
which, during the Confeffods reign, hadraifedthem 
above the ignorant Saxons, made their opinions be 
received with implicit faith ; and a young prince 
like Edgar, whofe capacity was deemed fo mean, 
was but ill qualified to refill the impreffion which 
they made on the minds of the people* A  repulfe 
which a body of Londoners received from five hun
dred Norman horfe, renewed in the city the terror 
o f  the great defeat at Haftings ; the eafy fubmiffion 
o f  all the inhabitants of Kent was an additional dif- 
couragement to them; the burning o f Southwark 
before their _eyes, made them dread a like fate to 
their own city; and no man any longer entertained 
thoughts but of immediate fafety and o f idf-pre- 
fervation. Even the earls Edwin and Morcar, in 
defpair of making effe&ual refiftance, retired with 
their troops to their own provinces; and the people 
thenceforth diipofed themfdves unanimouily to yield 

STibmlfTion to the victor* As foon as he paired the Thames at 
Wallingford, and reached Berkhamftead, Stigand 
the primate made fubmifiions to hi m: Before he 
came within fight of the , city, all the chief nobility, 
and Edgar Athding himfelf, the new-eleded king 
came into his camp, and declared their intention of 
yielding to his authority e. They requeiled him to 
mount their throne, which they now confidered as 
vacant; and declared to him, that as they had al
ways been ruled by regal power, they defired to fol
low, in this particular, the example of their ancef- 
tors, and knew of no one more worthy than himfelf 
to hold the reins of government k

e Hove^ >  p; 4.50. Flor, VVigorn. p. $34* f  Gul. Pia,
^  2-05, Gcd. Vital.'p, 50$,
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T hough this was the great obje£t to which the c  H 
duke’s enterprife tended* he feigned to deliberate on * ^ 
the offer; and being defirous* at firft* of preferring 
the appearance o f a legal adminiftration, he wiihed 
to obtain a more explicit; and formal confent of'the 
Englifh nation5: But Aimar of Aquitain* a man 
equally refpedted for valour in the field and for 
prudence in council* remonftrating with him on the 
danger of delay in fo critical aconjundlure* he laidafide 
all farther fcruples* and accepted of the crown which 
was tendered him. Orders were immediately iffoed 
to prepare" every thing for the ceremony of his co
ronation ; but as he was yet afraid to place entire 
confidence in the Londoners* who were numerous and 
warlike* he meanwhile commanded fortreiles to be 
ere ¿led* in order to curb the inhabitants* and to fe- 
cure his perfon and governmenth.

S tigand  was not much in the duke’s favour* 
both becaufe he had intruded into the fee on the ex- 
pulfion of Robert the Norman* and becaufe he pof- 
felled fuch influence and authority over the Englifh* 
as might be dangerous to a new^eftabliflied mo
narch. William* therefore* pretending that the 
primate had obtained his pall in an irregular man
ner from, pope Benedict IX . who was. himfelf an 
ufurper* refuied to be confecrated by him* and con
ferred this honour on Aldred* archbifhop of York. 
Weitminfter abbey was the place appointed for that 
magnificent ceremony; the moil confiderable of the 
nobility* both Engltfli and Norman* attended the 
duke on this oceafion; Aldred* in a ihort ipeech* 26th 
afked the former whether they agreed to accept o f  
William as their king; the biihop o f Coutance 
put the fame quefrion to the latter; and both be
ing anfwered with acclamationsk* Aldred admi
nistered to the duke the ufual coronation oath* by 
which he bound himfelf to protect the church* to

S Gol, Fifhv. p. 205.
 ̂ Order. Vital, p. 503.
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c  H A P. adminfter juftice, and to reprefs violence: He then
iy- , anointed him, and put the crown upon his head1, 

i . 'j'here appeared nothing but joy in the countenance 
of the fpe&ators: But in that very moment there 
burft forth the ftrongeft fymptoms of the jealoufy 
and animofity which prevailed between the nations, 
and which continually encreafed during the reign of
this prince. The Norman foldiers, who were placed
without, in order to guard the church, hearing the 
ihouts within, fancied that the Engliih were offering 
violence to their duke; and they immediately af- 
faulted the populace, and let fire to the neighbour
ing houfes. The alarm was conveyed to the nobi
lity who furrounded the prince; both Englifh and 
Normans, full of apprehenfions, rufhed out to fe- 
cure themfelves from the prefent danger; and it was 
with difficulty that William himielf was able to ap- 
peafe the tumult

1067. T he king, thus poffefied of the throne by a pre- 
the”*"- tended deftination of king Edward, and by an irre-

gular election of the people, but ftill more by force 
of arms, retired from London to Berkingin EiTex; 
and there received the fobmiffions o f all the nobi
lity who had not attended his coronation, Edric, 
firnamed the Forefter, grand-nephew to that Edric 
fo noted for his repeated acts of perfidy during the 
reigns of Ethelred and Edmond; earl Coxo, a man 
famous for bravery; even Edwin and Morcar, earls 
o f Mercia and Northumberland; with the other 
principal noblemen of England, came and fwore 
fealty to him; were received into favour  ̂ and were 
confirmed in the poilefiion of their eilates and dig
nities n. Every thing bore the appearance o f peace 
and tranquillity; and illiam had no other qccu-

1 Malmefbmy) p. 471» fays,..that he alfo promifed to govern the 
Noimans and Englifh by equal laws ; and this addition to the ufual ■ 
oath ieems not improbable, confidering the circumflanees of the 
times. 1

m GuL Pi<5K p. 206. Ordei*. Vitalis, p, 50?, n Gul. Pi£t* * 
-  ̂ p# Order, Vitalis, pr 506,
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pation than to give contentment to the foreigners 
who had affifted him to mount the throne, and to 
his new fubje£ts, who had fo readily fubmitted to 
him.

H e haS got poffdfion of the treafure o f Harold, 
which was confiderable; and being alfo fupplied 
with rich prefents from the opulent men in all parts 
o f England, who were felicitous to gain the favour 
o f their new fovereign, he diftributed great fums 
among his troops, and by this liberality gave them 
hopes o f obtaining at length thoie more durable 
eftabliihments which they had expected from his en- 
terpriíé The ecclefiaftics, both at home and 
abroad, had much forwarded his fuccefs; and he 
failed not, in return, to expréfs his gratitude and 
devotion in the manner which was moft acceptable 
to them; H e fent Harold's flandard to the pope, 
accompanied with many valuable prefents : A ll the 
confiderable monafteries and churches in France, 
where prayers had been put up for his fuccefs, now 
tailed o f his bounty p ; The Englifh monks found 
him well difpofed to favour their order: And he 
built a new convent near Haftings, which he 
called Battle Abbey, and which, on pretence o f 
fupporting monks to pray for his own foul, and for 
that of Harold, ferved as a laiting memorial of his 
victory q.

H e introduced into England that ftriét execution 
o f juftice for which his administration had been much 
celebrated in Normandy; and even during this vio
lent revolution, every diiorder or opprefEon met 
with rigorous punifhmentr. His army, in particu
lar, was governed with fevere difcipline; and not- 
withftanding the infolence of viótory, care was taken 
to give as little offence as poffible to the jealouiy o f

0 Gul. Pi6l, p. %o6 , P Ibid. 9 Gul. Gemet* p. sS3 . 
Chron. Sax. p.1S9. JVÍ. Weíl. p. 2.2S. M. Paris, p. 9. Diceio,

, p, 4.82 ♦ This convent was freed by him from all epifcopai jiinTa'c- 
tion. Monaft* Ang. tom. i* p, 311, 312. r Gui* Piel. p. 10S. 
Order. Vital, p, 506,
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C H A P, the vanquiilied. T h è king appeared folicitous to 
^ ; unite, in an amicable manner, the Normans and

jq6j. the Eiiglifh, by intermarriages and alliances ; and 
all his mew fubjefts who approached his peribn Avere 
received with affability and regard. N o figns ,of 
fufpicion appeared,... not even towards Edgar Articl
ing, the heir of the ancient royal family, whom 
William confirmed in the honours of earl o f Oxford, 
conferred on him by Harold, and whom he afFedled 
to treat with the higheft kintìnefs, as nephew, to the 
ConfeiTor, his great friend and benefa&or, Though 
he confifcated the eftates of Harold, and mf thofé 
who had fought in . the battle of Haftings on the fide 
o f that prince, ' whom he reprefented as ran ufurper,

* he .feemed willing to admit of every plaufible excufe 
for paft oppofition to his pretendo ns, and he re- 
eeived many .into favour who had carried arms , 

.. againit him. H e confirmed the liberties and im
munities of London, and the other cities o f England; 
and appeared defirous-of replacing every; thing on 
ancient eftablifhments. In his whole adminiftration, 
he bore thefemblance of the lawful prince, not of. 
the conqueror ; and. the Engliih began to flatter 
themfelves that they;had changed, not-the form of 
their government, but the fucceflion only of their 
foyereigns, a matter which gave them 'Email con-* 
cern. The better to r reconcile his. new fubjedts to 
his authority, William made a progrefs through 
fome parts of England,; and befides a fplendid court 
and majeftic prefence, which overawed the people, 
already ftruck with his military. fame, the appear
ance of his clemency and juftice gained the appro
bation of the wife, attentive to the firft fteps o f their 
new fovereign.

B ut  amidft this confidence and friendfhip which 
lie exprefied for the Engliih, the king took care to 
place all real power in the hands of his Normans, 
and itili to keep pofieffion of the fword, to which 
he was fenfible he had owed his advancement to fo

vereign.
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Yereign authority. H e difarmed the city o f Lon- 
don and other places, which appeared moil warlike , * j
and populous j and building citadels in that capital* 30̂ 7* 
as well as in Winchefter, Hereford* and the cities 
bell fituated for commanding the kingdom, he 
quartered Norman foldiers in all o f them, and left 
no where any power able to refill or oppofe him.
H e bellowed the forfeited eftates on the moil emi
nent o f his captains, and eilablifhed funds for the 
payment of-his foldiers. And thus, while his civil 
adminiftration carried the face o f a legal magiftrate, 
his military inftitutions were thofe o f a matter and 
tyrant; at leaft o f one who referved to himfelf, 
whenever he pleaied, the power o f affuming th a t. 
character,

B y  this mixture, however, o f vigour and lenity, King’s re* 
he had io Toothed the minds o f the Englifh, that he 
thought he; might fafely revifit his native country, 
and enjoy the triumph and congratulation of his 
ancient fubjedls, H e left the adminiftration in the 
hands of his uterine brother, Odo biihop o f Baieux, 
and of William Fitz Ofberne. That their authority 
might be expofed to lefs danger, he carried over March* 
with him all the moil confiderable nobility o f Eng
land, who, while they ferved to grace his court by 
their prefence and magnificent retinues, were in re
ality hoftages for the fidelity of the nation. Am ong v 
thefe were Edgar Atheling, Stigand the primate, 
the earls Edwin and Morcar, W  altheof, the ion o f 
the brave earl Siward, with others, eminent for the 
greatnefs of their fortunes and families, or for their 
ecclefiaftical and civil dignities. H e was vifited at 
the abbey o f Fefcamp, where he refided during 
fome time, by Rodulph, uncle to the king o f 
France, and by many powerful princes and nobles, 
who, having contributed to his enterprife, were de- 
iirous of participating in the joy and advantages o f 
its fuccefs. H is Engliih courtiers, willing to in- 

, gradate themfdves with their new fovereign, out
vied
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vied each other in equipages and entertainments < 
and made a difplay of riches which ftruek 'the fo
reigners with aftoniihmenti William o f Poi&iers* 
a Norman hiftorian % who. was prefent, fpeaks with 
admiration of the beauty of their perfons, the fize 
and workmanfh ip of their filver plate, the coftlineis, 
o f their embroideries, an art in which the Engliih 
then excelled 5 and he expreffes himfelf in luch 
terms, as tend much to exalt our idea o f the opu-* 
lence add cultivation of the people k But though 
every thing bore the face of joy and feftivity, and 
William himfelf treated his new courtiers with great 
appearance o f kindnefs, it was impoffible altogether 
to prevent the infolence of the Normans;, and the 
Engliih nobles derived little fatisfa&ion from thofe 
entertainments, where they confidered themfelves as 
led in triumph by their oftentatious conqueror.

I n England affairs took ftill a worfe turn during 
the abfence of the fovereign. Difcontents and 
complaints multiplied every where; fecret confpira- 
cies were entered into againft the government; hof- 
tilities were already begun in many places; and 
every thing feemed to menace a revolution, as ra
pid as that which had placed William on the throne. 
The hiftorian above mentioned, who is a panegyrifl: 
o f his mafter, throws the blame entirely on the 
fickle and mutinous difpofirionof the Engliih, and 
highly celebrates the juftice and lenity o f Ockfs 
.and Fitz Ofberne’s adminiftrationk But other 
hiftorians, with, more probability, impute, thei caufe 
chiefly to the Normans, who, defpiling a people 
that had fo eafily fubmitted to the yoke, envying 
their riches, and grudging the„ reftraints impofed

s P. 2II j  2 1% t

c As the hiftorian chiefly mfifts 011 the filver plate, his panegyrics 
on the Engitih magnificence fhows only how incompetent a judge he 
was of the matter. Silver was then of ten times the value, and was 
more than twenty times more rare than at prefent; and confequently, 
of all fpecies of luxury plate mu ft have been the rareft,

Jf * 2I2fc
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tipon their own rapine, were defirous of provoking 
them to a rebellion, by which they expeited to 
acquire new coiififcations and forfeitures, ■ and to 
gratify thofe unbounded hopes which they had formed 
in entering on this enterprife

I t  is evident, that the chief reafon of this altera
tion in the ientiments of the Engliih, muft be 
afcribed to the departure of William, who was 
alone able to curb the violence of his captains, and 
to overawe the mutinies of the people. Nothing 
indeed appears more Arrange, than that this prince, 
in lets than three months after the conqueft of a 
great, warlike,, and turbulent nation, fhould abfent 
himfelf, in order to reviiit his own country, which 
remained in profound tranquillity, and was not me
naced by any of its neighbours 5 and ihould fo long 
leave his jealous iubjefts at the mercy of an infolent 
and licentious army, Were we not allured of the 
fblidicy of his genius, and the good fenfe difplayed 
in all other circumftances of his conduit, we might 
afcribe this meafure to a vain oftentation, which 
rendered him impatient to difplay his pomp and 
magnificence among his ancient fubjects. It is 
therefore more natural to believe, that in ih extra
ordinary a ftep he was guided by a concealed policy- 
and that, though he had thought proper at firft to 
allure the people to fubmiffion by the femblance o f 
a legal adminiftration, he found that he could nei
ther fatisfy his rapacious captains, nor fecure his 
unftable government, without farther exerting the 
rights of conqueft, and feizing the poffeftions of the 
Engliih. In order to have a pretext for this vio
lence, he endeavoured, without dHoovering his in
tentions, to provoke and allure them into inturrec- 
tions, which, he thought, could never prove dan
gerous, while he detained all the principal nobility 
in Normandy, while a great and victorious army

W I L L I A M  T H E  C O N Q U E R O R ,
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was quartered la England and while he himfelf was 
ib near to iupprefs any tumult.or rebellion. But as 
no ancient writer has afcribed this tyrannical pur- 
pofe to William, it fcarcely feems _ allowable, from 
conjecture alone, to throw fuch an imputation upon 
him.

B u t  whether we are to account for that meafure 
from the king's vanity or from his policy, it was 
the immediate caufe o f all the calamities which the 
Englifh endured during this and the fubfequent 
reigns, and gave rife to thofe mutual jealoufies and 
animofities between them and the Normans, which 
were never appeafed till a long tra£t of time had 
gradually united the two nations, and made them 
one people. The inhabitants o f  Kent, who had 
fir ft fubmitted to the Conqueror, were the firft that 
attempted to throw off the yoke; and in confederacy 
with Euftace, count of Bologne, who had alfo been 
difgufted by the Normans, they made an attempt, 
though without fuccefs, on the garrifon o f Dover \ 
Edric the Forefter, whole poffeffions lay on the 
banks of the Severne, being provoked at the depre
dations of feme Norman captains in his neighbour
hood, formed an alliance with Blethyn* and Rowallan, 
two Welfti princes; and endeavoured, with their 
affiftance, to repel force by forcey. But though 
thefe open hoftilities were not very coniiderable, the 
difaffeCtion was general among the Englifb, who 
had become fenfible, though too late, of their de- 
fencelefs condition, and began already to experience 
thofe infults and injuries which a nation muft al
ways expecft, that allows itfelf to be reduced to that 
abjeft lituation. A  fecret confpiracy ŵ s* entered 
into to perpetrate in one day a general maffacre of 
the Normans, like that which had formerly been 
executed upon the Danes; and the quarrel was be-

x GuL Gemet. p. 289, Order. Vital, p. 50S. Anglia Sacra, 
vol. 1. p. 245. y Hoveden,, p. 450. M. Weil. p. 2,26. Sim. Uuuelm, p. 1̂ 7.
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come io general and national, that the vaffals of earl c  p 
Coxo, having defined him to head them in an infur- ^ , 
reftion, and finding him refolute in maintaining his 1067, 
fidelity to William, put him to death as a traitor to 
his country.

T he king, informed o f thele dangerous diicon- Dec. 6 . 
tents, haftened over to England 3 and by his pre
fence, and the vigorous meafures which he purfued, 
difconcerted all the fchemes o f the confpirators.
Such o f them as had been more violent in their 
mutiny, betrayed their guilt by flying, or concealing 
themfelves; and the confifcation o f their eftates, 
while it inGieafed the number of malcontents, both 
enabled William to gratify farther the rapacity o f 
his Norman captains, and gave them the profpedt 
o f  new forfeitures and attainders. The king began 
to regard all his Englifh fubjecls as inveterate and 
irreclaimable enemies; and thenceforth either em
braced, or was more fully confirmed in the re folia
tion of feizing their pofieiTions, and o f reducing 
them to the mod abje&'flavcry. Though the na
tural violence and ieverity o f his temper made him 
incapable of feeling any remorfe in the execution o f 
this tyrannical purpofe, he had art enough to con
ceal his intention, and to preferve ftill fome appear
ance o f juftice in his oppreflions. H e ordered all 
the Englifh, who had been arbitrarily expelled by 
the Normans during his abfence, to be reftored to 
their eftates z : But at the fame time he impofed a 
general tax on the people, that o f Danegelt, which 
had been aboliihed by the Confeilbr, and which had 
always been extremely odious to the nation a.

A s the vigilance of William overawed the mal-
contents, their iniurreftions were more the rduk 
an impatient humour in the people, than of ai

r\r

*y

* Chron. Sax. p. 173. This is a full proof that the Normans 
had committed great in juftice, and. were the real cauie of the inluaec- 
tions of the Englifh.

a Hovedcn, p, 450» Sim. Dunelm. p, 197» Alur* BeverL p-127-
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regular confpiracy,* which could give them a rational 
hope of fuccefs againft the eftablifhed power of the 
Normans. T he inhabitants of Exeter, mitigated 
by Githa, mother to king Harold, refufed to ad
mit a Norman garrifon, and betaking themfelves to 
arms, were ftrengthened by the acceffion of the 
neighbouring inhabitants o f  Devonfhire and Corn- 
wal \  The king haftened with his forces to chaftife 
this revolt^ and on his approach, the wifer and 
more confiderable citizens, fenfible of the unequal 
eonteft, perfuaded the people to fubmit, and to de
liver hoftages for their obedience. A  fudden mu
tiny' o f the populace broke this agreement; and 
William, appearing before the walls, ordered the 
eyes of one of the hoftages to be put out, as an 
earneft of that feverky which the rebels muft expect 
i f  they perievered in their revolt0. The inhabitants 
were anew feized with terror, and furrendering at 
difcretion, threw themfelves at the king’s feet, and 
iupplicafed his clemency and fbrgivenefs. William 
was not deftitute of generofity, when his temper was 
not hardened either by policy or paffion: H e was 
prevailed on to pardon the rebels, and he fet guards 
on all the gates, in order to prevent the rapacity 
and infolence of his foldiery h Githa efcaped with 
her treafures to Flanders. T h e v malcontents of 
Corn wal imitated the example of Exeter, and met 
with like treatment: And the king, having built a 
citadel in that city, which he put under the com
mand of Baldwin, fon of earl Gilbert, returned to 
W mchefter, and diiperfed ffiis army into their quar
ters. He was here joined by his wife Matilda, who 
had not before vificed England, and whom he now 
ordered to be crowned by arehbifliop Aldred. Soon 
after, ihe brought him an acceffion to his family 
by the birth of a fourth fon, whom he named Henry. 
His three elder fons, Robert, Richard, and W il
liam, ft ill reiided in Normandy.

Order. Vital, p, 51c, c Xbid,
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B u t  though the king appeared thus fortunate, 
both in public and domeftic life, the difcontents of v 
his Englifh fubjefts augmented daily ; and the in- *062* 
juries committed and fuffered on both fides, ren
dered the quarrel between them and the Nor
mans abfolutely incurable, The infolence of vic
torious matters, difperfed throughout the king
dom, feemed intolerable to the natives ; and when
ever they found the Normans, feparate or affembled 
in fmall bodies, they fecretly fet upon them, and 
gratified their vengeance by thè flaughter of their 
enemies. But an infurrebtion in the north drew 
thither the general attention, and foemed to threaten 
more important confequences. Edwin and Morcar 

• appeared at the head o f this rebellion ; and thefè po
tent noblemen, before they took arms, ftipulated 
foi* foreign foccours, from their nephew Blethyn, 
prince o f North Wales, from Malcolm king o f 
Scotland, and from Sweyn. king o f Denmark. Be- 
iides the general difcontent which had feized the 
Englifh, the two earls were incited to this revolt by 
private injuries, William, in order to inlure them 
to his interefts, had, on his acceflion, promifcd his 
daughter in marriage to Edwin  ̂ but either he had 
never ferioufly intended to perform this engagement, 
or, having changed his plan of adminiftration in 
England from clemency to rigour, he thought it 
was to little purpofe, if  he gained one family, while 
he enraged the whole nation. When Edwin, there
fore, renewed his applications, he gave him an ab- 
folute denialc ; and this difappointment, added to 
ib many other reafons of difguft, induced that no
bleman and his brother to concur with their in- 
cenfed countrymen, and to make one general effort 
for the recovery of their ancient liberties, W il
liam knew the importance o f celerity in quelling an 
infurrebtion, fupported by fuch powerful leaders,

c OrJer. Vital* p, 511,
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C H A P ,  and fo agreeable to the wifhes o f the people; and 
iv ; ; having his troops always in rdadinefs, he advanced 

io68. by great journies to the north. On his march he 
gave orders to fortify the caftle of Warwic, of which 
he left Henry de Beaumont governor, and that of 
Nottingham, which he committed to the cuftody of 
William Peverell, another Norman captain h He 
reached Y ork before the rebels were in any condi
tion for refiftance, or were joined by any o f the fo
reign fuccours which they expedted, except a fmall 
reinforcement from W aless ; and the two earls found 
no means of fafety, but having recourfe. to the cle
mency o f the vidtor. Archil, a potent nobleman in 
thofe parts, imitated their example, and delivered 
his ion as a hoftage for his fidelity h; nor were the 
people, thus deferred by their leaders, able to make 
any farther refiftance. But the treatment which 
William gave the chiefs, was very different from 
that which fell to the fhare of their followers. He 
obferved religiouily the terms which he had granted 
to the former, and allowed . them for the prefent to 
keep poffeffion o f their eftates; but he extended the 
rigours of his confifcations over the latter, and gave 
away their lands to his foreign adventurers. Thefe, 
planted throughout the whole country, and in pof- 
feffion of the military power, left Edwin and Mor- 
car, whom he pretended to fpare, deilitute of all 
fupport, and ready to fall, whenever he fhould think 
proper to command their ruin. A  peace which he 
made with Malcolm, who did him homage for 
Cumberland, feemed at the fame time to deprive 
them of all profpedt o f foreign afliftance *. 

lu l l 's  of 1  he Enghfh were now fenfible that their final de- 
imngoi ftruction was intended; and that inftead of a fo- . 
Vennnent. vereign, whom they had hoped to gain by their 

fub millions,’ they had tamely furrendered them- 
felves, without refiftance, to a tyrant and a con-

f Order, Vital, p. 5in  s Ibid, h ibid. 1 Ibid.

queror.
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queror. Though the early confifcation o f Harold’s 
followers might fcem iniquitous ; being inflidted on 
men who had never fworn fealty to the duke of N or
mandy, who were ignorant of his pretenfions, and 
who only fought in defence of the government which 
they themfelves had eftablifhed in their own coun
try : Y et were thefe rigours., however contrary to 
the ancient Saxon laws, excufed on account o f the 
urgent neceffities o f the prince  ̂ and thofe who were 
not involved in the prefent ruin, hoped that they 
ihould thenceforth enjoy, without moleftation, their 
pofTeffions and their dignities. But the fucceffive 
deftrudtion o f fo many other families convinced 
them, that the king intended to rely entirely on the 
fupport and affeilions of foreigners ; and they fore- 
faw new forfeitures, attainders, and aits o f violence, 
as the neceilary refult of this deftrudtive plan o f ad
min iftration. They obferved, that no Engliihman 
poffeilèd his confidence, or was entrufted with any 
command or authority ; and that the ftrangers, 
whom a rigorous difcipline could have but ill re- 
ftrained, were encouraged in their iniblence and ty
ranny againit them. The eafy fubmillion of the 
kingdom on its firft invafzon had expoièd the na
tives to contempt; the fubfequent proofs of their 
nnimofity and refentment had made them the object: 
-of hatred ; and they were now deprived o f every ex
pedient by which they could hope to make them- 
ielves either regarded or beloved by their fovereign. 
ImprefTed with the ienfe of this difmal fituation, 
many Engliflimen fled into foreign countries, with 
an intention o f paffing their lives abroad free from 
oppreffion, or o f returning on a favourable oppor
tunity to ailift their friends in the recovery of their 
native liberties k. Edgar Atheling himfelf, dread
ing the infidious careffes o f William, was perluaded 
by Cofpatric, a powei'ful Northumbrian, to eicape

k Order. Vital. p, 5cS, M. Weft. p. 225. M. Paris, p* 4. Sim* 
Dim, p. 297,
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c i i A p .  with him into Scotland; and he carried thither his 
t_ two lifter's, Margaret and Chriftina. They were
m TcsM  well received by Malcolm, who foon after efpoufed 

Margaret the elder filter; and partly with a view of 
ftrengthening his kingdom by the acceffion of fo 
many ftrangers, partly in. hopes of employing them 
againft the growing power of William, he gave great 
countenance to all the Engliili exiles. Many of 
them fettled there; and laid the foundation of fa
milies which afterwards made a figure in that 
country.

W h i l e  the Engliih fuffered under thefe . oppreft 
fions, even the foreigners were not much at their 
eafe; but finding thernfelves furrounded on, all 
hands by enraged enemies, who took every advan- 
tage againft them, and menaced them with ftill more 
bloody effeits of the public refentment, they began 
to wifh again for the tranquillity and fecurity of their 
native country. Hugh de Grentmefnil, and Hum- 
phry de Teliol, though entrufted with great com
mands, defired to be difmlffed the fervice; and 
fome others imitated their example: A  defertion 
which w7as highly refented by the king, and which 
he puniihed by the confifcadon of all their poflef- 
fions in Englandk. .But  W illiam’s bounty to his 
followers could not fail of alluring many new ad
venturers into his fervice; and the rage o f tide van- 
quifhed Engliili ferved only to excite the attention 
of the king and thofe warlike chiefs, and keep them 
in readinefs to.fuppreis every commencement of do- 
meftic rebellion or foreign invafion,

New6m- *.T was not -onS before they found occupation for 
furrec. * their prowefs and military conduit, Godwin, Ed- 
oons, rnond, and Magnus, three Tons of Blarold, had, 

immediately after the defeat at Haftings, fought a 
retreat in Ireland; where, having met with a kind 
reception from Dermot and other princes o f that

li Order* Viialis, p,
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Country, they projeited sn Invaiionon England, and 
they hoped that all the exiles.from Denmark, Scot
land, and Walds, afTifted by forces from thefe fe- 
veral countries, would at once commence hoftilities, 
androufe the indignation of the Englifh againft their 
haughty conquerors. They landed in Devonihire; 
but found Brian, Ion of the count of Britanny, at 
the head of fome foreign troops, ready to oppofe 

' them ; and being defeated in ieveral aftions, they_ 
were obliged to retreat to their fhips, and to return 
with great Id ’s to Ireland b The efforts o f the 
Normans were now directed to the north, where 
affairs had fallen into the utmoit confufion. T h e 
more impatient o f the Northumbrians had attacked 
Robert de Comyn, who was appointed governor o f 
Durham ; and gaining the advantage over him from 
his negligence, they put him to death in that city, 
with feven hundred o f his followers51. This fuccefs 
animated the inhabitants o f Y ork, who, riling in 
arms, flew Robert Fitz-Richard their governor11; 
and befieged in the caftle William Mallet, on whom 
the command now devolved. A  little after, the 
Daniih troops landed from 300 veffels: Ojberne, 
brother to king Sweyn, was entrufted with the com* 
mand o f thefe forces, and he was accompanied by 
Harold and Canute, two fons o f that monarch* 
Edgar Atheling appeared from Scotland, * and 
brought along with him Cofpauie, Waltheof, Si- 
ward, Bearne, Merlefwain, Addin, and other leaders, 
who, partly from the hopes which they gave o f 
Scottiih fuccours, partly from their * authority in 
thofe parts, eafily perfuaded the warlike and difcon- 
tented Northumbrians to join the infurrecHon. 
Mallet, that he might better provide for the defence 
o f the citadel o f York, fet fire to fome houfes which

1 Gul. Gemet. p. 290. Order. Vital, p. 513. Anglia Sacra, 
vol. i. p. 246,. Order* Vital, p. 512. Chron. de iVlsilr.
p. 116. Hoveden- p. 450, M. Paris, p. 5. Sim* Due. p. 19S.

** Order. Vital, p. 51a,
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c h a p , lav contiguous; but this expedient proved the im- 
iV* mediate caufe of his deftruition. The flames, 

ipreading into the neighbouring ftreets, reduced the 
whole city to afhes : The enraged inhabitants, aided 
by the Danes, took advantage o f the confufion to 
attack the caftle, which they carried by affault; and 
thegarrifon, to the number, ;o f 3000 men, was put 
to the fword without mercy

T h is  fuccefs proved a fignal to many other parts 
o f England, and gave the people an opportunity of 
ihowing their malevolence to the Normans. Here- 
ward, a nobleman in Eait-Anglia celebrated for va
lour, affembled his followers, and taking ihelter in 

- the Ifleo f Ely, made inroads on all the neighbour
ing countryp. The Engliih in the counties of So- 
merfet and Dorfet rofe in arms, and affaulted Mont- 
acute the Norman governor; while the inhabitants 
of Cornwal and Devon inverted Exeter, which from 
the memory of William’s clemency ftill remained 
faithful to him. Edric the Forefter, calling in the 
affiftance of the Welih, laid fiege to Shrewibury, 
and made head againft earl Brient and Fitz-Ofberne, 
who commanded in thofe quartersq. The Engliih, 
every where repenting their former eafy fubmiffion, 
feemed determined to make by concert one great 
effort for the recovery of their liberties, and for the 
expulfion of their oppreffors.

W i l l i a m , undismayed amidft this fcene o f  con
fufion, affembled his forces, and animating them 
with the profpeil of new confifcadons and forfeitures, 
he marched againft the rebels in the north, whom 
he regarded as the moil formidable, and whofe de
feat he knew would ftrike a terror into all the other 
malcontents. Joining policy to force, he tried be
fore his approach to weaken the enemy, by detach
ing the Danes from them ; and he engaged Gfberne, 
by large prefents, and by offering him the liberty

0 Order. Vital, p. 513, Hoveden, p.451. P Ingulf, p., 71*' 
Ci.ron. Abb. St. Petri de Burgo, p, 47, ' q Order, Vital, p. 514-
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o f plundering the fea-coaft, to retire, without com- c  
mitring farther hoftilities, into Denmark h Cof- * r 
patric alfo, in defpair of fuccefs, made his peace 1069, 
with the king, and paying a fum o f money as an 
atonement for his infurredlion, was received into 
favour, and even invefted with the earldom of 
Northumberland, Waltheof, who long defended 
Y o rk  with great courage, was allured with this ap
pearance of clemency; and as William knew how to 
efteem valour even in an enemy, that nobleman had 
no reafon to repent of this confidences. Even 
Edric, compelled by neceffity, fubmitted to the 
Conqueror, and received forgivenefs, which was 
foon after followed by fome degree o f trail and fa
vour- Malcolm, coming too late to fupport his 
confederates, was eonftrained to retire3 and all the 
Engliih rebels in other parts, except Here ward, 
who Hill kept in his faftneftes, difperfed themfelves, 
and left the Normans undifputed mailers o f the 
kingdom, Edgar Atheling, with his followers, 
fought again a retreat in Scotland from the puriult 
o f his enemies.

B u t  the feeming clemency o f William towards 1070, 
the Englifn leaders proceeded only from artifice, or 
from his efteem of individuals: H is heart was the so- 
hardened againft all compaffion towards the people3 vemment. 
and he fcrupled no meafure, however violent or fe- 
vere, which feemed requifite to fupport his plan o f 
tyrannical admlniftration, Senfible of the reftleis 
difpofition of the Northumbrians, he determined to 
incapacitate them ever after from giving difturbanee, 
and he iftiied orders for laying entirely wafte that 
fertile country which for the extent o f fixty miles 
lies between the Humber and the Tees h The

r Hoveden, p.45i- Chron. Ahb. St. Petri de Burgo, p. 4-7. Sim- 
Dan. p. 199. 3 Mahnef. p, 104.. H. Hunt, p- 369. c Chron.
Sax- p. 174. Ingulf, p. 79. Muimef. p. T03- Ilovetien, p.451*
Chron. Abb. St. Petri tie Buigo, p. 47. M, Pans, p. 5. Sim. Dun* 
p. 199. Brompton, p. 366, Kuyghton, p. 2344- Anglia Sacra, 
vol. i. p, 702,
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houfes. were reduced to afhes by the mercilefs Nor
mans ; the cattle feized and driven away $ the in- 
flruments of husbandry deftroyed; and the inhabit
ants compelled either to feek for a lubfiftence in the 
fouthern parts of Scotland, or if  they lingered in 
England, from a reluftance to abandon their an
cient habitations, they periihed miferably in the 
woods from cold and hunger- T h e lives o f a hun
dred thoufand perfons are computed to have been 
facrificed to this ftroke of barbarous policyu, which, 
by feeking a remedy for a temporary evil, thus in- 
flifted a lafting-wound on the power and populouf- 
nefs o f the nation.

■ B u t  William, finding himfelf entirely mailer of 
a people who had given him fuch fenfible proofs of 
their impotent rage and animofity, now refolved to 
proceed to extremities againit all'the natives of Eng
land ; and to reduce them to a condition in which 
they ihould no longer be formidable to his govern
ment. The infurredtions and confpiracies in fa 
many parts of the kingdom, had involved the bulk 
of the landed proprietors, more or iefs, in the guilt 
o f treafonj and the king took advantage o f exe
cuting againfi: them, with the utmoft rigour, the 
laws of forfeiture and attainder. Their lives were 
indeed, commonly fpared; but their eftates were 
con fife ated, and either annexed to the royal de- 
mefnes, or conferred with the molt profufe bounty 
on the Normans and other foreigners w. While the 
king’s declared intention was to deprefs, or rather 
entirely extirpate the Engliih gentry x, it is eafy to 
believe that fcarcely the form of juflice would be 
obferved in thofe violent proceedings * ;  and that 
any lufpicions ferved as the molt undoubted proofs 
o f guilty againit a people thus devoted to deftruc- 
tion. It was crime fufficient in an Englifhman to 
be opulent, or noble, or powerful; and the. policy

U: Order, Vital, p, 515. w Malmef. p. 104... ~ . x H. Hunt. 
,p. 370, * See note [H] at the end of the volume, ■ i
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o f the king, concurring with the rapacity o f foreign 
adventurers, produced almoit a total revolution in 
the landed property of the kingdom. Ancient and 
honourable families were reduced to beggary; the 
nobles themielves were every where treated with 
ignominy and contempt; they had the mortifica
tion of feeing their caftles and manors pofleiled 
by Normans of the meanefl birth and loweft Ra
tions y; and they found themfelves carefujly ex
cluded from every road which led either to riches or 
preferment

As power naturally follows property, this revo
lution alone gave great iecurity to the foreigners ; 
but William, by the new inflitutions which he efta- 
biifhed, took alfo care to retain for ever the military 
authority in thofe hands which had enabled him to 
fubdue the kingdom. H e introduced into England 
the feudal law, which he found eflabliihed in France 
and Normandy, and which, during that age,, was 
the foundation both of the liability and of the dis
orders in moil of the monarchical governments o f 
Europe. H e divided all the lands o f England, with 
very few exceptions, belide the royal demesnes, into 
baronies; and he conferred thefe, with the relerva- 
tion of Hated fervices and payments, on the molt 
coniiderabie o f his adventurers. Theie great ba
rons, who held immediately o f the crown, ihared 
out a great part o f their lands to other foreigners, 
who were denominated knights or vaffals, and who 
paid their lord the fame duty and fubmiffion in 
peace and war, which he himielf owed to his fove- 
reign. The whole kingdom contained about 700 
chief tenants, and 60,215 knights-fees z ; and as 
none of the native Englifh were admitted into the 
tirft rank, the few who retained their , landed pro-

*
y Order. Vhalis, p. 511, M. Weft, p, 229. * See note [I]

at the end of the volume* z Order. Vitalii, p. 523- Sec return
Abbatis, apud SeUlen, Titles of Honour, n. 573, Spelm. Glotl. in 
verbo Fudum* bir Robert Cotton.
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CHAP-  petty were glad to be received into the fecond, and 
IV* under the prote&ion of feme powerful Norman, to 

load themfelves and their pofterity with this grievous 
S°7°* burthen, for eftates which they had received free 

from their anceftorsk The fmall mixture of Eng^ 
lifh which entered into this civil or military fabric 
(for it partook of both fpecies), was fo reftrained by 
fubordination under the foreigners; that the Nor-, 
man dominion feemed now to be fixed on the moil 
durable bafis, and to defy all the efforts of its 
enemies.

T he better to unite the parts of the government, 
and to bind them into one fyftem, which might 
ferve both for defence againft foreigners, and for the 
fupport o f domeftic tranquillity, William reduced 
the ecclefiaftical revenues under the fame feudal 
law; and though he had courted the church on his 
invafion and acceffion, he now fubjefted it to fer- 
vices which the clergy regarded as a grievous ilavery, 
and as totally unbefitting their profeffion. The bi- 
jfhops and abbots were obliged, when required, to 
furnifh to the king, during war, a number o f knights 
or military tenants, proportioned to the extent of 
property poffeffed by each fee or abbey; and they 
were liable, in cafe of failure, to the fame penalties 
which were exadted from the laity b. The pope 
and the ecclefiaftics exclaimed againft this tyranny, 
as they called it$ but the king's authority was lo 
well eftablifhed over the army, who held every 
thing from his bounty, that fuperftition itfelf, even 
in that age when it was moft prevalent, was con- 
ftrained to bend under his fuperior influence.

B ut as the great body of the clergy were (till na
tives, the king had much reafcn to dread the effefts 
of their refentment: He therefore ufed the precau
tion of expelling the Engliih from all the confider-

a M. Weft, p. 225, M. Paris, p. 4. Braflon, lib, 1. cap, it* 
num. 1, Fleta, Hb. 1. cap. 8. n. a.

IVt. Pans, p. Sacra, vol, 1, p, 24-8*
able
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able dignities, and o f advancing foreigners in their C H A  P* 
place* The partiality of the ConfeiTor towards the ^  _ I j  
Normans had been fo great, that, aided by their 1070* 
fuperior learning, it had promoted them to many o f 
the fees in England; and even before the period o f 
the conqueft, icarcelv more than fix or feven of the 
prelates were natives of the country, But among 
thefe was Stigand, archbifhop of Canterbury; a man 
who, by his addrefs and vigour, by the greatnefs o f 
his family and alliances, by the extent of his pofief- 
fions, as well as by the dignity of his office, and his 
authority among the Engliffi, gave jealouiy to the 
ki ngc* Though William had on his acceffion 
affronted this prelate, by employing the archbifhop 
of Y ork  to officiate at his confecration, he was care
ful on other occafions to load him with honours and 
careffes, and to avoid giving him farther offence till 
the opportunity fhould offer of effecting his final de- 
ftru£tiond. T h e fnppreflion of the late rebellions, 
and the total fubjeition of the Engliffi, made him 
hope that an attempt againft Stigand, however vio
lent, would be covered by his great fuccefies, and 
be overlooked amidft. the "other important revolu
tions which affefted fo deeply the property and li
berty o f the kingdom. Y et, notwithftanding thefe 
great advantages, he did not think it fafe to violate 
the reverence ufualiy paid to the primate; but un
der cover of a new iuperftition, which he was the 
great inflrument of introducing into England.

T he doftrine which exalted the papacy above all innovatics 
human power, had gradually diffufed itfelf from the 
city and court of R om e; and was, during that age, venmiefit* 
much more prevalent in the fouthern than in the 
northern kingdoms o f Europe, Pope Alexander, 
who had affifted William in his conquefts, naturally 
expected that the French and Normans would im
port into England the fame reverence for his fa-

c Parker, p. i 6i , d Ibid, p. 164,
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cred character with which they were, imprefled in 
their own country; and would break the fpiritual 
as well as civil independency of the Saxons, who 
had hitherto condu&ed their ecclefiaftical govern* 
ment with an acknowledgment indeed o f  primacy 
in the fee o f Rome, but without much idea o f  its 
title to dominion or authority. A s foon, therefore, 
as the,Norman prince feemed fully eftablifhed on the 
throne, the pope difpatched Ermenfroy, bifhop of 
Sion, as his legate into England; and this prelate 
was the firfl that had ever appeared with that cha- 
raiter in any part of the Britiih iflands. The king, 
though he was probably led by principle to pay this 
fubmiffion to Rome, determined, as is ufual, to 
employ the incident as a means of ferving his po
litical purpofes, and. of degrading thofe Engliih 
prelates who were become obnoxious to him, : The 
legate fubmitted to become the inftrument of his 
tyranny; and thought that the more violent the 
exertion of power, the more certainly did it confirm 
the authority of that court from which he derived 
his com million. He fummoned, therefore, a coun
cil of the prelates and abbots at Winchefter; and 
being affifted by two cardinals, Peter and John, he 
cited before him Stigand, archbiihop of Canterbury, 
to anfwer for his conduit. The primate was ac- 
cufed of three crimes; the holding o f the fee of 
Winchefter, together with that of Canterbury; the 
officiating in the pall o f Robert his predecefior; and 
the having received his own pall from Benediit IX. 
who was afterwards depofed for fitnony, and for in- 
trufion into the p ap acy^  Thefe crimes of Stigand 
were mere pretences; fince the firfl: had been a 
practice not unufual in England, and was never 
any where fubje&ed to a higher penalty than a re- 
fignation of one of the fees; the fecond was a pure 
ceremonial; and as Benedict was the only pope who

e Hoveden, p. 
Sacra, vol. i. p.

4-5 3 * Diceto, p. 4.82. Kny^hton. p, 234.5; Asiglia 
5,6.  YpQd.Neuft.p,*^.  J
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then officiated, and his aits were never repealed, c  P. 
all the prelates o f the church, efpecially thole who . v ' j  
lay at a diftance, were excufable for making their 
applications to him. Stigand's ruin, however, was 
refolved on, and was profecuted vvith great feverity.
T h e legar? degraded him from his dignity: The 
king confifeated his eftate, and call him into prifon, 
where he continued in poverty and want during the 
remainder of his life. L ike rigour was exercifed 
againft the other Engliih prelates; Agelric, bifhop 
o f Selefey, and Agelmare of Elmham, were depofed 
by the legate, and imprifoned by the king. Many 
confiderable abbots ihared the fame fate: Egelwin, 
biihop o f Durham, fled the kingdom: Wulftan o f 
Worcefter, a man of an inoffenfive charailer, was 
the only Engliih prelate that efcaped this general 
proferiptionf, and remained in pofleffion o f his dig* 
nity. Aldred, archbiihop of York, who had fet 
the crown on William's head, had died a little be
fore of grief and vexation, and had left his maledic
tion to that prince, on account o f the breach of his 
coronation oath, and of the extreme tyranny with 
which he faw he was determined to treat his Eng
liih fubjefts s.

I t was a fixed maxim in this reign, as well as in 
fome of the fubfequent, that no native o f the ifland 
ihould ever be advanced to any dignity, ecclefiaftical, 
civil, or military11* The king, therefore, upon 
Stigand's depofition, promoted Lanfranc, a Milan- 
efe monk, celebrated for his learning and piety, to 
the vacant fee. This prelate was rigid in defending 
the prerogatives o f his Ration¿ and after along pro-

f Brompton relates, that Wulftan was alfo deprived by the iynod ; 
but refilling to deliver his paftoral itaff and ring to any hut the peribu 
from whom he firft received it, lie went immediately to king Edward's 
tomb, and ftruck the ftaff Jfo deeply into the ftone, that none but him* 
felf was able to pull it out i Upon which he was allowed to keep hii 
biftiopi ic. This inftance may lerve, inftead of many, as a ¿pecimen 
of the monkifh miracles. See alfo the Annals of Burton, p. 284,

6 Malmef. de Gcft, Font, p, 154* 11 Ingulf, p. 70, 71. ■
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c h a p , cefs before the pope, he obliged Thomas, a Nor- 
v , man monk, who had been appointed to the fee of 

jo.;o. York, to acknowledge the primacy o f the arch- 
biihop of Canterbury# Where ambition can be fo 
happy as to cover its enterprifes, even to the perfon 
himfelf, under the appearance o f principle, it is the 
moft incurable and inflexible o f all human paffions. 
Hence Lanfranc's zeal in promoting the interefts of 
the papacy, by which he himfelf augmented his 
own authority, was indefatigable; and met with 
proportionable ftrccefs. T h e devoted attachment 
to Rome continually increafed in England; and 
being favoured by the fentiments o f  the conquerors, 
as well as by the monaftic eftabliihments formerly 
introduced by Edred and by Edgar, it foon reached 
the fame height at which it had, during fome time, 
.flood in France and Italy1. It afterwards went 
much farther; being favoured by that very remote 
lituation which had at firft obftrudted its progrefs; 
and being lefs checked by knowledge and a liberal 
education, which were ftill fomewhat more common 
in the fouthern countries.

T he prevalence of this fuperftitious ipirit became 
dangerous to fome of William's fucceffors, and in
commodious to moft o f them : But the arbitrary 
fway of this king over the Englifh, and his exten- 
five authority over the foreigners, kept him from 
feeling any immediate ineonveniencies from it. He 
retained the church in great fubjecftion, as well as 
his lay fubjefts ;■ and would allow none, of what
ever character, to difpute his fovereign will and 
pleafure. H e prohibited his fuhjects from acknow
ledging any one for pope whom he himfelf had not 
previously received: H e required that ail the eccle- 
iiaftical canons, voted in any fynod, fhould firft be 
laid before him, and be ratified by his authority:

1>M. Weft. p. Lanfranc wrote in defence of die real prefence 
ogainft Eerengarius j and in thofe ages of ftupidity and ignoraffce, he 
was greatly applauded for that performance.

Even
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Even bulls or letters from Rome could not legally c f * 
be produced, till they received the fame ian£tion: \ /
AncI none of his minifters or barons, whatever of- 1070. 
fences they were guilty of, could be fubjeded to 
fpiritual cenfures till he himfelf had given his con- 
fen t to their excommunicationk. Thefe regulations 
were worthy of a fovereign, and kept united the civil 
and eccleiiaftical powers, which the principles intro
duced by this prince himielf, had an immediate 
tendency to feparate.

B u t  the Engliih had the cruel mortification to 
find that their king's authority, however acquired 
or however extended, was all employed in their op- 
preffion; and that the fcheme of their fubjedionj 
attended with every circumftance of infult and indig
nity was deliberately formed by the prince, and 
wantonly profecuted by his followers111, William 
had even entertained the difficult project o f  totally 
abolifhing the Engliih language; and, for that pur
pose, he ordered that in all fchools throughout the 
kingdom the youth fhould be inftruded in the 
French tongue; a pradice which was continued 
from cuftom till after the reign of Edward IIL  and 
was never indeed totally difcontinued in England*
The pleadings in the fupreme courts o f judicature 
were in French n: The deeds were often drawn in 
the fame language; T h e laws were compofed in 
that idiom 0; N o other tongue was ufed at court:
It became the language o f all fafhionable company 5 
and the Engliih themfelves, afhamed of their own 
country, affeded to excel in that foreign dia
led . From this attention o f William, and from 
the extenfive foreign dominions long annexed to the 
crown of England, proceeded that mixture o f French 
which is at prefent to be found in the Engliih tongue,

' £*■ ; 
k Eadmer, p, 6. * Order, Vital, p. 523, H* Hunt, p. 370.
m Ingulf, p, 71. n 36 Ed. III. cap. 15. Selden Spiciieg. ad

Eadmer, p. 1S9. Fortefcue de laud, leg, Angl, cap. 4$.
* Chran, Rothcm, A , D ,  jo66,
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c h a p . aiid which compofes the greateft and beft part of 
IV' our language* But amidft thofe endeavours to de- 

prefs the Englifh nation, the king, moved by the 
remonftrances o f fome of his prelates, and by the 
earned: defires o f the people, reftored a few of the 
laws of king Edwardp3 which, though feemingly 
of no great importance towards the prote&ion of 
general liberty, gave them extreme fatisfa&ion, as a 
memorial of their ancient government, and an un~ 
ufual mark of complaifance in their imperious con* 
querors

2071. T he fituation of the two great earls, Morcar and 
Edwin, became now very difagreeable. Though 
they J? ad retained their allegiance during this general 
infurreftion of their countrymen, they had not 
gained , the Icing’s confidence, and they, found them- 
felves expofed to the malignity of the courtiers, who 
envied them on account of their opulence and great- 
nefs, and at the fame time involved them in that ge
neral contempt which they entertained for the Eng
lifh. Senfible that they had entirely loft their 
dignity, and could not even hope to remain long in 
fafety; they determined, though too late, to fhare 
the fame fate with their countrymen. W hile Ed
win retired to his eftate in the north, with a view of 
commencing an infurredtion, ’ Morcar took fhelter 
in the I fie of Ely with the brave Hereward, who, 
fecured by the inacceffible fituation o f the place, Hill 
defended himfelf againft the Normans. But this 
attempt ferved only to accelerate the ruin of the few 
Englifh, who had hitherto been able to preferve their 
rank or fortune during the paft convulfions. Wil
liam employed all his endeavours to fubdue the Ifie 
of E ly ; and having furrounded ’ it with flat-bot
tomed boats, and made a caufeway through the 

 ̂ moraiies to the extent of two miles, he obliged the 
"'rebels to furrender at difcretion. Hereward alone

P Tn^ulf, p. E romp ton, p. 9S2, dCnyghton, p, 23 55. Hoveden,
p. 6qo, * See note [ K ]  at the end of the volume,
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2 6l
forced his way, fword in hand;, through the enemy; 
and ftill continued his hoftilities by fea againft 
the Normans, till at laft 'W illiam , charmed with 
his bravery, received him into favour, and reftored 
him to his eftate. Earl Morcar, and Egelwin 
bifhop o f Durham, who had joined the malcon
tents, were thrown into prifon, and the latter loon, 
after died in confinement. Edwin, attempting to 
make his efcape into Scotland, was betrayed by 
fome o f his followers, and was killed by a party o f 
Normans, to the great affliition of the Englifh, and 
even to that o f William, who paid a tribute of ge
nerous tears to the memory o f this gallant and beau
tiful youth* The king o f Scotland, in hopes o f 
profiting by thefe convuliions, had fallen upon die 
northern counties $ but on the approach o f William 
he retired; and when the king entered his country, 
he was glad to make peace, and to pay the ufual 
homage to the Engliih crown* T o  complete the 
king's profperity, Edgar Atheling himfelf, defpair- 
ing of luccefs, and weary of a fugitive life, fubmit- 
ted to his enemy i and receiving a decent penfion 
for his fubfiftence, was permitted to live in England 
unmolefted, But thefe adts of generofity towards 
the leaders were difgraced, as ufual, by William's 
rigour againft the inferior malcontents. H e ordered 
the hands to be lopt off, and the eyes to be put out, 
o f many of the prifoners whom he had taken in the 
Ifle of E ly ; and he difperfed them in that mlferable 
condition throughout the country, as monuments o f 
his feverity.

T he province o f Maine in France had, by the 
will of Herbert the laft count, fallen undeY the do
minion of William fome years before his conqueft o f 
England3 but the inhabitants, diflatisfied with the 
Norman government, and mitigated byFulk  count 
of Anjou, who had lome pretenfions to the fuceef- 
fion, now rofe in rebellion, and expelled the ma- 
giftrates whom the king had placed over them* The
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CH A P, full fettlement o f England afforded him leifure to 
lv ' punifh this infuit on his authority, but being un

willing toremove his Norman forces from this ifland, 
he carried over a confiderable army, compofed al- 
moft entirely of Englifh ; and joining them to fome 
troops levied in Normandy, he entered the revolted 
province. The Englifh appeared ambitious of dif- 
tingujfhing themfelves on this occafion, and of re
trieving that character of valour which had long been 
national among them*; but which their late eafy fub- 
jeftion under the Normans had fomewhat degraded 
and obfcured. Perhaps too they hoped that, by 
their zeal and activity, they might recover the con
fidence o f their fovereign, as their anceftors had for
merly, by like means, gained the affeCtions o f Ca
nute ; and might conquer his inveterate prejudices 
in favour of his own countrymen. The king's mi
litary conduit, feconded by thefe brave troops, foon 
overcame ail oppofmon'in Maine: The inhabitants 
were obliged to fubmit, and the count of Anjou re- 
linquifhed his pretenfions.

B u t  during thefe tranfaCtions the government o f 
tion oVtLe England was greatly difturbed ; and that to o . by 
Norman . thole very foreigners who owed every thing to the 
barons. Ring's bounty, and who were the foie objeCt o f his 

friendihip and regard. The Norman barons, who 
had engaged with their duke in the conqueft o f 
England, were men of the. moft independent ipirit; 
and though they obeyed their leader in the field, 
they would have regarded with difdain the richefl 
acquifitions, had they been required in return to 
fubmit, in their civil government, to the arbitrary 
will o f one man. But the imperious character of 
William, encouraged by his abfolute dominion over 
the Englifh, and often impelled by the neceffity of 

! his affairs, had prompted him to ftretch his authoN 
rity over the Normans themfelves beyond what the 
free genius o f that victorious people could eafily 
bear. The difcontents were become general among

thofe

1074
Infurrec-



tliofe haughty nobles; and even Roger, earl o f 
Hereford, fon and heir o f Fitz-Ofberne, the king’s 
chief favourite, was ftrongly infe£ted with them. 
This nobleman, intending to marry his filler to 
Ralph de Guader, earl o f Norfolk, had thought it 
his duty to inform the king o f his purpofe, and to 
defire the royal content; but meeting with a refu- 
fal, he proceeded neverthelefs to complete the nupr 
tials, and ailembled all his friends, and thofe o f 
Guader, to attend the folemnity. T h e two earls, 
difgufted by the denial o f their requell, and dread
ing W illiam ’s retentment for their difbbedience, 
here prepared mealures for a revolt; and during 
the gaiety o f the fellival, while the company was 
heated with wine, they opened the defign to their 
gtiefts. They inveighed againlt the arbitrary con
duit o f the king; his tyranny over the Engliih> 
whom they affedled on this occafion to commi
serate; his imperious behaviour to his barons o f the 
noblell birth; and his apparent intention o f  re
ducing the vidlors and the vanquiihed to a like igno
minious ftrvitude, Amidft their complaints, the 
indignity of fubmitting to a baftard9 was not for
gotten ; the certain proipedt o f  fucceis in a revolt, 
by the afliftance o f the Danes and the difeontented 
Englilh, was infilled on ; and the whole company, 
inflamed with the fame fentiments, and warmed by 
the jollity o f the entertainment, entered, by a lo- 
lemn engagement, into the-defign o f  ¿taking off 
the royal authority. Even earl Waltheoij who was 
prefent, inconfiderately exprelfed his approbation o f 
the confpiracy, and promifed his concurrence to
wards its fucceis.

T his nobleman, the laft o f the Englifn. who, 
for fome generations, poiTeffed any power or au
thority, had, after his capitulation at Y o rk , been

W I L L I A M  T HE  C O N Q U E R O R .
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received into favour by the Conqueror; had even 
married Judith, niece to that prince; and had been 
promoted to the earldoms o f Huntingdon and 
N o rth a m p to n C o fp a tr ic , earl of Northumber
land, having, on feme new difguft from William, 
retired into Scotland, where he received the earl
dom o f Dunbar from the bounty o f Malcolm $ 
W altheof was appointed his fucceffor in that im
portant command, and feemed ft ill to poflefs the 
confidence and friendship of his fovereigiT. But 
as he was a man of generous principles, and loved 
his country, it is probable that the tyranny exer- 
cifed over the Engliih lay heavy upon his mind, and 
deftroyed all the fatisfa£tion which he could reap 
from his own grandeur and advancement. When 
a profpecft, therefore, was opened o f retrieving their 
liberty, he haftily embraced i t ; while the fumes o f 
the liquor, and the ardour o f the company, pre
vented him from reflefting on the confequences o f 
that rafh attempt. But after his cool judgment re
turned, he forefaw, that the conipiracy o f thofe 
difcontented barons was not likely to prove fucceff- 
ful againft the eftablifhed power of William ; or i f  
it did, that the ilavery of the Engliih, inftead o f 
being alleviated by that event, .would become more 
grievous under a multitude o f foreign leaders, fac
tious and ambitious, whofe union and whofe dif- 
cord would be equally oppreffive to the people. 
Tormented with thefe refle&ions, he opened his 
mind to his wife Judith, o f whofe fidelity he en
tertained no fufpicion; but who, having fecretly 
fixed her affeftions on another, took this opportu
nity of ruining her eafy and credulous hufband. 
She conveyed intelligence of the confpiracy to the 
king, and aggravated every circumftance, which, 
fhe believed, would tend to incenfe him againft 
Waltheof, and render him abfolutely implacable8.

* Order. VitaK p. 522. Hoveden, p. 454. r Sim. Dun. p, 20c*
s Order. Vital, p, 536.
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Meanwhile the earl* ftifl dubious with regard to the 
part which he fhould a£t, difcovered the iecret in 
confeffion to Lanfranc, on whofe probity and ju d g 
ment he had a great reliance : H e was perfuaded 
by the prelate* that he owed no fidelity to thofe re
bellious barons, who had by furprife gained his con- 
fent to a crim e; that his firft duty was to his fo- 
vereign and benefadtor, his next to himfelf and his 
fam ily; and that, if  he feized not the opportunity 
■ of making atonement for his guilt by revealing it, 
the temerity o f the confpirators was fo great, that 
they would give fome other perfon the means o f  
acquiring the merit o f the difcovery. Waltheof^ 
convinced by thefe arguments, went over to Nor
mandy ; but though he was well received by the 
king, and thanked for his fidelity, the account, 
previoufly tranfmitted by Judith, had funk deep 
into William's mind, and had deftroyed ail the me
rit o f her hufband’s repentance.

T he confpirators, hearing o f  W altheoPs depar
ture, immediately concluded their deiign to be be
trayed ; and they flew to arms before their fchemes 
were ripe for execution, and before the arrival o f  
the Danes, in whofe aid they placed their chief 
confidence. T h e earl of Hereford was checked 
By, Walter de Lacy, a great baron in thofe parts, 
who, fopported by the bifhop o f Worcefter and the 
abbot o f Eveiham, raifed fome forces, and pre

sented the earl from palling the Severne, or ad
vancing into the heart o f  the kingdom. T h e earl 
of Norfolk was defeated at Fagadun, near Cam
bridge, by Odo, the regent, affifted by Richard de 
Bienfaite and William de Warrenne, the two ju- 
fticiaries. T h e prifoners taken in this a£Uon had 
their right foot cut oft, as a punifhment o f their 
treafon: T h e earl himfelf efcaped to Norwich, 
thence to Denmark, where the Daniih fleet, which 
had made an unfuccefsfol attempt upon the eoaft o f  

1 2 England,
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England foon after arrived, and brought him in
telligences that all his confederates were fupprefled, 
and were either killed, baniihed, or taken prisoners*, 
Ralph retired in defpair to Britanny, where he pof- 
fefted a large eftate and exte'nfive jurifdiftions.

T he king, who haftened over to England in 
order to fupprefs the infurreilion, found that no
thing remained but the puniihment o f the crimi
nals, which he executed with great feverity. Many 
o f the rebels were hanged ; fome had their eyes put 
out; others their hands cut off. B ut William, 
agreeably to his ufual maxims, ihowed more lenity 
to their leader, the earl of Hereford, who was only 
condemned to a forfeiture o f his eftate, and to im- 
prifonment during pleafure. The king feemed 
even difpofed to remit this laft part of the puniih
ment; had not Roger, by a freih infolence, pro
voked him to render his confinement perpetual. 
But Waltheof, being an Engliihman, was not 
treated with fo much humanity; though his guilt, 
always much inferior to that of the other confpira- 
tors, was atoned for by an early repentance and re
turn to his duty, William, inftigated by his niece, 
as well as by his rapacious courtiers, who longed 
for fo rich a forfeiture, ordered him to be tried, 
condemned, and executed. The Engliih, who 
confidered this nobleman as the laft refource o f 
their nation, grievouily lamented his fate, and fan
cied that miracles were wrought by his reliques, as 
a teftimony of his innocence and fan&ity. T h e 
infamous Judith, falling foon after under the king's 
diipieafure, was abandoned by all the world, and 
paired the reft of her life in contempt, remorfe, 
and mifery,

* Chron. Sax. p. 183. M, Paris, p. 7,
u Many of the fugitive Normans are fuppofed to have fled into 

Scotland ; where they were protected, as well as the fugitive Engliih  ̂
by Malcolm. Whence come the many French and Norman families, 
which are fou#d at prefent in that country.

N o t h i n g{. , ■ *
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N o t h i n g  remained to complete W illiam's fatif- 
fadtion but the punifhment o f Ralph de Guader ; 
and he haftened over to Normandy, in order to 
gratify his vengeance on that criminal. But though 
the Gonteft feemed very unequal between a private 
nobleman and the king of England, Ralph was fo 
-well fupported both by the earl of Britanny and the 
king o f France, that William, after befieging him 
for feme time in Dol, was obliged to abandon the 
¿enterprife, and make with thofe powerful princes a 
peace, in which Ralph himfelf was included. E n g
land, during his abfence, remained in tranquillity; 
and nothing remarkable occurred, except two ec- 
xlefiaftical fynods which were fummoned, one at 
London, another at Winchefter. In the former, 
±he precedency among the epifcopal fees was fet
tled, and the feat of feme o f them was removed 
from fmall villages to the moil confiderable town 
¡within the diocefe. In the fecond was tranfatted a 
bufinefs o f more importance.

T he  induftry and perfeverance are furprifing, 
with which the popes had been treafering up powers 
and pretcnfions during fo many ages o f ignorance ; 
while each pontiff employed every fraud for ad
vancing purpofes o f imaginary piety, and cherifhed 
all claims which might turn to thè advantage o f  his 
fuccelfors, though he himfelf could not expedt ever 
to reap any benefit from them. A ll this immenfe 
Here o f fpirkual and civil authority was now de
volved on Gregory V II , o f  the name o f H ilde
brand, the moft enterprifing pontiff that had ever 
filled that chair, and the leaft reftrained by fear, de
cency, or moderation. N ot content with fhaking 
off the yoke o f the emperors, who had hitherto 
cxercifed the power o f appointing the pope on 
.every vacancy, at leaft o f ratifying his election ; he 
undertook the arduous talk o f entirely disjoining 
the ecclefiaftical from the civil power, and o f  ex
cluding profana laymen from thè right which they
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C H A P . Had afTumed, o f filling the vacancies o f biflioprics, 
 ̂ IV* j  abbies, and other ipiritual dignitiesw. The fove- 
1076. reigns, who had long exercifed this power, and who

had acquired it, not by encroachments on the 
church, but on the people, to whom it originally 
belongedx, made great oppofition to this claim o f 

, the court of Rom e; and Henry IV . the reigning 
emperor, defended this prerogative o f his crown 
with a vigour and refolution fuitable to its import
ance. The few offices, either civil or military, 
which the feudal inftitutions left the fovereign the 
power of bellowing, made the'prerogative of con
ferring the paftorai ring and ftaff the moil valua
ble jewel of the royal diadem; elpecially as the ge
neral ignorance o f the age bellowed a confequence 

. on the ecclefiaftical offices, even beyond the great 
extent of power and property which belonged to 
them. Superftition, the child o f ignorance, in- 
veiled the clergy with an authority almoft facred; 
and as they ingroffed the little learning o f the age, 
their interpofition became requifite in all civil bufi- 
nefs, and a real ufefulnefs in common life was thus 
fuperadded to the fpiritual fandlity of their cha
racter.

W hen the ufurpations, therefore, of the church 
had come to fuch maturity as to embolden her to 
attempt extorting the right of inveftitures from the 
temporal power, Europe, elpecially Italy and Ger
many, was thrown into the moll violent convulfions, 
and the pope and the emperor waged implacable war 
on each other. Gregory dared to fulminate the len
ience o f excommunication againft Henry and his 
adherents, to pronounce him rightfully depofed, to 
free his fubjefts from their oaths o f allegiance; and, 
inftead o f Shocking mankind by this grofs encroach
ment on the civil authority, he found the ftupid peo  ̂
pie ready to fecond his moll exorbitant pretenfions.

w L’Abbe Cone. tom. x, p. 371, 372. com. 2* 
x Padre Paolo iopra beatf, ecclef. p, 30̂
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Every minifter, iervant, or vaflal of the emperor, ® 
who received any difguft, covered his rebellion un- w -v—' 
der the pretence of principle j and even the mother *o/6. 
of this monarch, forgetting all the ties of nature, 
was feduced to countenance the infolence of his 
enemies. Princes themfelves, not attentive to the 
pernicious confequences of thofe papal claims, em
ployed them for their prefent purpofes: And the 
controverfy, fpreading into every city of Italy, en
gendered the parties of Guelf and Ghibbelin; 
the moft durable and moil: inveterate factions that 
ever arofe from the mixture of ambition and reli
gious zeal. Befides numberlefs affaffinations, tu
mults, and convulfions, to which they gave rife, it 
is computed that the quarrel occafioned no lefs than 
fixty battles in the reign of Henry IV. and eigh
teen in that of his fuccelfor, Henry V. when the 
claims of the fovereign pontiff finally prevailed r.

B u t  the bold lpirit of Gregory, not diimayed 
with the vigorous oppofition which he met with 
from the emperor, extended his ufurpations all over 
Europe j and well knowing the nature of mankind, 
whofe blind aftoniihment ever inclines them to yield 
to the moft impudent pretenfions, he feemed de
termined to fet no bounds to the fpiritual, or rather 
temporal monarchy, which he had undertaken to 
eredt. He pronounced the fentence of excommu
nication againft Nicephorus, emperor of the Eaft;
Robert Guifcard, the adventurous Norman who 
had acquired the dominion of Naples, was attacked 
by the fame dangerous weapon: He degraded Bo- 
leflas, king of Poland, from the rank of king; 
and even deprived Poland of the title of a king
dom : He attempted to treat Philip king of France 
with the fame rigour which he had employed 
againft the emperor2: He pretended to the entire 
property and dominion of Spain j and he parcelled

Y Padre Paolo iopra benef. ecclef, p„ 113*
z EpUt* Greg, VIL epift. 32. 33, Pb, ? , eplft,
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it out amongft adventurers, who undertook to1 
conquer it from the Saracens, and to hold it in vaf- 
falage under the fee o f R o m ea : Even the Chrift- 
ian bifhops, on whofe aid he relied for fubduing the 
temporal princes, faw that he was determined to re
duce them to fervitude j and by affuming the whole 
legiflative and judicial power o f the church, ta 
centre all authority in the fovereign pontiff13.

W i l l i a m  the Conqueror, the moil potent, the 
moft haughty, and the moft: vigorous prince in 
Europe, was not, amidft all his fplendid fucceffes, 
fecure from the attacks o f this enterpriiing pontiff. 
Gregory wrote him a letter, requiring him to fulfil 
his promife in doing homage for the kingdom of 
England to the fee of Rome, and to fend him over 
that tribute, which all his predeceffors had been ac~ 
cuftomed to pay to the vicar o f Chrift. ' By the 
tribute, he meant Peter’s pence ; which, though as,, 
firfl a charitable donation of the Saxon princes, 
was interpreted, according to the ufual practice o f 
the Romifh court, to be a badge o f iubjection 
acknowledged by the kingdom. William replied,; 
that the money fhould be. remitted as ufual ; but 
that neither had he promifed to do,hom age to 
Rome, nor was it in the leaft his purpofe to im- 
pofe that fervitude on his ftatec. And the better 
to ihow Gregory his independence, he ventured., 
notwithftanding the frequent complaints of the 
pope, to refufe to the Englifh bifhops the liberty o f 
attending a general council which that pontiff had 
fummoned againft his enemies.

B ut though the king difplayed this vigour in 
fupporting the royal dignity, he was infefted with 
the general fuperftition o f the age, and he did not 
perceive the ambitious fcope of thofe inftitutions, 
which, under colour of ftridnefs in religion, were 
introduced or promoted by the court o f Rome*

a Epift, Greg. VII, lib. ï . epift. 7. b Greg. Epift. lib. %% 
epifl, 55. c Spicileg* Seldeni ad Eadnier* p. 4.

13 Gregory,
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Gregory, while he was throwing all Europe into 
combuftion by his violence and impoftures, af
fected an anxious care for the purity o f manners ; 
and even the chafte pleafures o f  the marriage-bed 
were inconfiftent, in his opinion, with the fanChty 
o f the facerdotai character. H e had iffued a decree 
prohibiting the marriage o f priefts, excommuni
cating all clergymen who retained their wives, de
claring fuch unlawful commerce to be fornication* 
and rendering it criminal in the laity to attend di
vine worihip when fuch profane priefts officiated 
at the altard. This point was a great objeCt in the 
politics of the Roman pontiffs; and it coft them 
infinitely more pains to eftablifh it, than the pro
pagation o f any fpeculative abfurdity which they 
had ever attempted to introduce. Many fynods 
were fummoned in different parts o f Europe, be
fore it was finally fettled; and it was there con- 
ilantly remarked, that the younger clergymen com 
plied cheerfully with the pope's decrees in this par
ticular, and that the chief reluCtance appeared in 
thofe who were more advanced in years: A n event 
fo little confonant to men's natural expectations^ 
that it could not fail to be gloifed on, even in that 
blind and iliperftitious age. W illiam  allowed the 
pope's legate to.aiiemble, in his abfence, a fynod 
at Winchefter, in order to eftablifh the celibacy o f  
the clergy; but the church o f England could not 
yet be carried the whole length expeCfced. T h e  
iynod was content with decreeing, that the bifliops 
fhould not thenceforth ordain any priefts or deacons 
without exacting from them a promife o f celibacy; 
but they enaCted, that none, except thofe who be
longed to collegiate or cathedral churches, fhould 
be obliged to ieparate from their wives.

T he king paffed fome years in Normandy; but 
his long refidence there was not entirely owing to

d Hoveden, p. 4.55. 457, FIor, Wigorn, p* 6;3. Spelm. Con- 
•il. fol, 33, A. D* 1076*
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his declared preference o f that dutchy: His pr^  
fence was alfo necdfary for compofmg thofe diftub- 
anees which had arifen in that favourite territory, 
and which had even originally proceeded from his 
own family/ Robert/ his eldeft ion, furnamed 
Gambarón or Courthole, from his fhort legs, was 
a prince who inherited all the bravery of his family 
and nation; but without that.policy and diffimula- 
tion, by which his father was fo much diftinguiihed, 
and which, no lefs than his military valour, had 
contributed to his great fuccefles* Greedy of fame, 
impatient of contradidtion, without referve in his 
friendihips, declared in his enmities, this prince 
could endure no control even from his imperious 
father, and openly afpired to that independence, to 
which his temper, as well as fome circumftances in 
his iituation, ftrongly invited him 6* When W il
liam firft received the fubmiffions of the province 
o f Maine, he had promifed the inhabitants that 
Robert jhould be their prince; and before he un
dertook the expedition againft England, he had, on 
the application o f the French court, declared him 
his fucceffor in Normandy, and had obliged the 
barons of that dutchy to do him homage as their 
future fovereign. By this artifice, he had endea
voured to appeafe the jealouiy of his neighbours, 
as affording them a prolpedi of feparating England 
from his dominions on the continent; but when 
Robert demanded of him the execution o f thofe 
engagements, he gave him an abfolute refufal, and 
told him, according to the homely faying, that he 
never intended to throw off his clothes till he went 
to bedf. Robert openly declared his difeontent; 
and was fufpe£ted of fecretly inftigating the king 
of France and the earl of Britanny to the oppofi- 
tion which they made to William, and which had 
formerly fruftrated his attempts upon the town of

e Order, Vital, p. 545. Hoveden, p.4^7. Flor, Wigorn. p. 639.
* Chron. de M a ik . p. ióq ,

Dol,
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Dol. And as the quarrel ftill augmented, Robert
proceeded to entertain a fcrong jeaioufy o f his two 
ilirviving brothers, W illiam and Henry (for R i
chard was killed in hunting by a hag), who,_ by 
greater fubmiffion and complaiiance, had acquired 
the affeflions o f their father. In this difpofition, 
on both fides, the greateft trifle fufficed to produce 
a rupture between them.

T he three princes, re fillin g  w ith  th e ir  father in  
the caftle of l’A igle in Normandy, were one day
engaged  in '{port to g e th e r ; and a fte r ' fom e m irth  
and jollity, the two younger took a fancy of throw-.
ino- over fome water oii Robert as he paffed through 
the court on leaving their apartments ; a frolic* 
which he would naturally have regarded as inno
cent, had it not been for the fuggeftions o f Aiherie 
de Grentmeinil, fon o f that H ugh de Grentmefnil, 
whom William had formerly deprived o f his for
tunes* when that baron deferred him during his 
■ greateft difficulties in England, The young man*, 
mindful of the injury, perfuaded the prince thaCx 
this aftion was meant as a public affront, which it 
behoved him in honour to relent; and the choleric' 
Robert, drawing his fword* ran up ftairs, with an 
intention o f taking revenge on his brothers11. T h e  
whole caftle was filled with tumult, which the 
himfelf, who haftened fiom his apartment, found 
fome difficulty to appeafe. But he could by no 
means appeafe the refentment o f his eldeft fon, wffio, 
complaining o f his partiality, and fancying that no 
proper atonement had been made him for the 
infult, left the court that very evening, and haft
ened to Rouen, with an intention o f feizing the 
citadel of that place b But being difappointed in 
this view by the precaution and vigilance o f Roger 
de I very, the governor, he fled to H ugh de N euf- 
chatel, a powerful Norman baron, who gave him
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c  H A  P, protedtion in his caftles; and he openly levied war 
^  ̂ againft his father k. T h e popular charafter o f the
^076/ prince, and a fimilarity o f manners, engaged all 

the young nobility o f Normandy and Maine, as 
well as of Anjou and Britanny, to take part with 
him; and it was lufpe£ted that Matilda, his mother, 
whofe favourite he was, fupported him in his re
bellion by fecret remittances o f money, and by the 
encouragement which fhe gave his partifans. 

st>79. A ll the hereditary provinces o f William, as
well as his family, were, during feveral years, 
thrown into convulfions by this war; and he was at 
laft obliged to fyave recourse to England, where that 
ipecies of military government which he had efta- 
bliihed gave him greater authority than the ancient 
feudal inftitutions permitted him to exercife in N or
mandy. H e called over an army of Englifh under 
his ancient captains, who foon expelled Robert and 
his adherents from their retreats, and reilored the 
authority o f the fovereign in all his dominions* 
T h e young prince was obliged to take ihelter in 
the caftle of Gerberoy in the Beauvoifis, which the 
king of France, who fecretly fomented all thefe 
diffenfions, had provided for him. In this fortrefs 
he was clofely befieged by his father, againft whom, 
having a ftrong garrifon, he made an obftinate de
fence. There palled under the walls of this place 
many recounters, which refembled more the Angle 
combats of chivalry, than the military actions o f 
armies; but one of them was remarkable for its 
circumftances and its event. Robert happened to 
engage the king, who was concealed by his helmet; 
and both of them being valiant, a fierce combat 
enfued, till at laft the young prince wounded his 
father in the arm, and unhoried him. On his call
ing out for affiftance, his voice difcovered him to 
his fon, who, ftruck with remorfe for his paft guilt,

k Order. Vital, p, 545. HoVeden, p, 457, Sim, Dun. p. aio-. 
Bicsto, p. 487.

and
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and aftonifhed with the apprehenfions o f  one much c  H^AF, 
greater, which he had fo nearly incurred, inftantly 
threw himfelf at his father’s feet, craved pardon for 1079* 
his offences, and offered to purchafe forgivenefs by 
any atonement1- T h e refentment harboured by 
W illiam was fo implacable, that he did not imme
diately correfpond to this dutiful fubmiffion o f his 
ion with like tendernefs; but giving him his ma- 
lediition, departed for his own camp, on Robert’s 
horfe, which that prince had affifted him to mount*
H e foon after raifed the fiege, and marched with 
his army to Normandy; where the interpolation 
o f  the queen, and other common friends, brought 
about a reconcilement, which was probably not a 
little forwarded by the generality o f the ion's be
haviour in this aftjon, and by the returning fenfe 
o f his paft mifcondu£t. T h e king feemed fo fully 
appeafed, that he even took Robert with him into 
England 5 where he intrufted him with the com
mand o f an army, in order to repel an inroad o f  
Malcolm king o f Scotland, and to retaliate by a 
like inroad into that country. T h e  W elih, unable 
to refift W illiam ’s power, were, about the fame 
time, neceifitated to pay a compenfation for their 
incurfions; and every thing was reduced to full 
tranquillity in this ifland.

T his ftate o f affairs gave W illiam  lelfore to be- soSr. 
gin and finifh an undertaking, which proves his ^Tbook 
extenfive genius, and does honour to his m em ory:
It was a general furvey o f all the lands in the king
dom, their extent in each diftrift, their proprietors, 
tenures, value; ;the quantity o f meadow, pafture, 
wood, and arable land, which they contained; and 
in feme counties the number o f tenants, cottagers, 
and Haves o f all denominations, who lived upon 
them. H e appointed commiffioners for this pur-

1 Malmef. p, i g 6 . H. Hunt. p. 369. Hoveden, p .3.^7. Fior,
W ig. p.639* Bun. p. ¿10, Diceto, p. 3S7. Knvs&tan,

AUu’, BsverL p, 135*
T  2 pofe,
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pofe, who entered every particular in t-heir regiitef 
by the verdidt of juries* and after a labour of fuc 
years (for the Work was fo long in finifhing) 
brought him an exadfc account of all the landed 
property of his kingdom” . This monument, 
called Domefday-book, the moft valuable piece o f 
antiquity poffefled by any nation, is ftill preferved 
in the Exchequer j and though only fome extrafts 
o f it have hitherto been publiihed, it ferves to illui- 
trate to us, in  many particulars, the ancient ftate 
o f England. T h e great Alfred had finiihed a like 
fiirvey o f the kingdom in his time, which was long 
kept at Winchefter, and which probably ferved as 
a model to William in this undertaking

T h e  king was naturally a great oeconomifi;; and 
though-no prince had ever been more bountiful 
to his officers and fervants, it was merely becaufe 
he had rendered himfelf uriiverfal proprietor o f 
England, and had a whole kingdom to beftow. 
H e referved an ample revenue for the crown * and 
in the general diftribution of land among his fol
lowers, he kept pofTeffion o f no lefs than 1422 ma
nors in different parts o f England0, which paid 
him rent either in money, or in corn, cattle, and 
the ufual produce o f the foil. A n  ancient hiftorian 
computes, that his annual fixed income, befides 
efcheats, fines, reliefs, and other cafual profits to a 
great value, amounted to near 400,000 pounds a 
yearp; a fum which, if  all circumftances be attended 
to, will appear wholly incredible. A  pound in that 
age, as we have already obferved, contained three

ra Chron. Sax. p. 190. Ingulf, p. 79. Chron. T . Wykes, 
p. S3. H. Hunt* p. 370. Hoveden, p. 4.60. M. Weft. p. 229,, 
Flor. Wigorn. p. 64.x. Chron. Abb, St. Petri de Burgo, p. 51. 
M; Paris, p. 8. The more northern counties were no£ compre
hended in this furveyj I fuppofe becaufe of their wild, uncultivated 
itate,

n Ingulf, p. 8.
0 Weft's inquiry into the manner of creating peers, p. 24.
p Order. Vital, p. 523, He fays *060 pounds and ibme odd {hil

lings and pence a day.
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times the weight of filver that it does at prefent j c p- 
and the fame weight of filver, by the moft proba- u, — j
ble computation, would purchafe near ten times io%i* 
in ore o f the neceflaries of life, though not in the 
fame proportion o f the finer manufactures. T his 
revenue., therefore, o f W illiam  would be equal to 
at leaft nine or ten millions at prefent] and as that 
prince had neither fleet nor army, to fupport, the 
former being only an occafional expence, and the 
latter being maintained, without any charge to him, 
by his military* vaffals, we muft thence conclude, 
that no emperor or prince, in any age or nation, 
can be compared to the Conqueror for opulence 
and riches. This leads us to fufpeft a great mif- 
take in the computation of the hiftorian ] though, 
if  we confider that avarice is always imputed to 
William as one o f his vices, and that having by 
the fword rendered himfelf mailer o f all the lands 
in the kingdom, he would certainly in the parti
tion retain a great proportion for his own ihare$ 
we can fcarcely be guilty o f any error in afierting,
’that perhaps no king o f England was ever more 
opulent, was more able to iiipport, by his revenue, 
the fplendour anti magnificence o f a court, or could 
beftow more on his pleafures, or in liberalities to 
his fervants and favouritesq.

T h e r e  was one pleaiure, to which W illiam, as The new 
well as all the Normans and ancient Saxons, was foreft* 
extremely addi& d, and that was hunting: But 
this plealure he indulged more at the expence o f  
his unhappy lubjefts, whole interefts he always dif* 
regarded, than to the lois or diminution o f his own 
revenue. N ot content with thole large fore its, 
which former kings pofiefied in all parts o f E ng
land̂ ; he refoived to make a new fbreft near W in- 
ehefter, the ufual place o f his refidence: A n d  for 
that purpofe, he laid wafte the country in Hampiliire
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C h a p , for an extent o f thirty miles, expelled the inhabit- 
 ̂ lv * ants from their houfes, feized their property, even 

,o8i. demolifhed churches and convents, and made the 
fufferers no compenfation for the injuryr. A t the 
fame time, he enafted new laws, by which he pro-/ 
hibited all his fubjefts from hunting in any of his 
forefts, and rendered the penalties more fevere than 
ever had been indicated for fuch offences. T h e 
killing of a deer or boar, or even a hare, was pu- 
nifhed with the lofs o f the delinquent's eyes; and 
that at a time, when the killing o f a man could be 
atoned for by paying a moderate fine or compo- 
fition.

T he tranfaflions recorded during the remainder 
o f this reign, may be confidered more as domeftic 
occurrences, which concern the prince, than as na- 
tional events, which regard England. Odo, bifhop 
o f Baieux, the king's uterine brother, whom he 
had created earl of Kent, and entrufted with a great 
ihare o f power during his whole reign, had amafled 
immenfe riches; and agreeably to the ufual pro
gress of human wifhes, he began to regard his 
prefent acquifitions but as a ftep to farther gran
deur. H e had formed the chimerical project of 
buying the papacy; and though Gregory, the 
reigning pope, was not o f advanced years, the pre
late . had confided fo much in the predictions o f an 
aftrologer, that he reckoned upon the pontiff's 
death, and upon attaining, by his own intrigues 
and money, that envied ftate o f greatnefs. R e- 
folving, therefore, to remit all his riches to Italy, 
he had perfuaded many confiderable barons, and, 
among the reft, Hugh earl of Chefter, to take the 
fame courfe; in hopes that, when he fhould mount 
the papal throne, he would beftow on them more 
confiderable eftablifhments in that country. The 
kjng, from whom all thefe projects had been care-

f Maimef, p. 3. H. Hunt* p* 735, Anglia Sacra, vol, i, p- zS8.

fully
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folly concealed, at laft got intelligence o f  the de- c ^ yA ? *
fign, and ordered Odo to be arretted. H is officers,
from refped to the immunities which the ecclefi- jog*,
, attics now aflumed, fcruplea to execute the com
mand, till the king himfclf was obliged in perfon 
to feize h im ; and when Odo infilled that he was a 
prelate, and exempt from all temporal jurifdiction,
William replied, that he arretted him, not as bi- 
fhop o f Baieux, but as earl o f Kent, H e was 
fent prifoner to Normandy 5 and notwithstanding 
the remonftrances and menaces o f  Gregory, was 
detained in cuftody during the remainder o f  this 
reign.

A n o t h e r  domeftic event gave the king much 1083? 
more concern: It was the death of Matilda, his 
eonfort, whom he tenderly loved, and for whom 
he had ever preierved the moil iincere friendfhip.
Three years afterwards he patted into Normandy, 
and carried with him Edgar Atheling, to whom he 
willingly granted permiflion to make a pilgrimage 
to the H oly Land. H e was detained on the con- 1087- 
tinent by a mifunderftanding, which broke out be- 
tween him and the king of France, and which was 
occafioned by inroads made into Normandy by 
fome French barons on the frontiers. It was little 
in the power o f princes at that time to reftraiu 
their licentious nobility; but W illiam  iufpe£ied, 
that thefe barons durft not have provoked his in
dignation, had they not been aiiured o f the coun
tenance and prote&ion of Philip. H is difpleafure 
was increafed by the account he received o f  fome 
railleries which that monarch had thrown out againfl 
him. William, who was become corpulent, had 
been detained in bed fome time by ficknefs; upon 
which Philip expretted his furprife that his brother 
o f England fhould be fo long in being delivered o f  
his big belly. The king fent him word, that, as 
foon as he was up, he would prefent fb many lights

T 4 a?
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C i ^ V p- at Notre-dame, as would perhaps give little plea-' 
fure to the king o f France; alluding to the ufual 

1087. praftice at that time of women after child-birth. 
Immediately on his recovery, he led an army into 
L ’lfle de France, and laid every thing wafce with 
fire and fword. H e took the town of Mante, 
which he reduced to afhes* But the progrefs o f 
thefe hoftilities was flopped by an accident, which 
foon after put an end to William's life. His horfe 
flatting afide o f  a fudden, he bruifed his belly on 
the pommel o f the faddle.; and being in a bad ha
bit of body, as well as fomewhat advanced in years* 
he' began to apprehend the coniequences, and or
dered himfelf to be carried in a litter to the mona- 
ilery o f St. Gervas. Finding his illneis Increafe, 
and being fen Able of the approach o f death, he 
difcovered at laft the vanity of all human grandeur, 
and was fbruck with remorfe for thofe horrible cru
elties and a£ts of violence, which, in the attain
ment and defence of it, he had committed during, 
the courfe of his reign over England, He, endea
voured to make atonement by prdents to churches 
and monafteries; and he iffued orders, that earl 
Morcar, Si ward Bearne, and other Engliih prifon- 
ers, fhould be fet at liberty. H e was even pre
vailed on, though not without reluftance, to con- 
fen t, with his dying breath, to releafe his brother 
Odo, againil whom he was extremely incenfed. 
Fie left Normandy and Maine to his eldeft fon 
R obert: Fie wrote to L  an franc, defiring him to 
crown William king of England : H e bequeathed 
to Henry nothing but the poileiTions of his mother. 
M atilda; but foretold, that he would one day fur- 
pals' both his brothers in power and opulence. 

9th Sept. He expired in the fixty-third year o f his age, in 
-eal1 the twenty-firft year of his reign over England, and 

in the fifty-fourth of that over Normandy.
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F ew  princes have been more fortunate than this G R  
great monarchy or were better entitled to grandeur 
and profperity, from the abilities and the vigour o f 1087* 
mind which he difplayed in all his conduéfc* H is 
.fpirit was bold and enterprifing, yet guided by pru- william 
dence : H is ambition, which was exorbitant, and Cm* 
lay little under the reilraints o f juftice, ftill lefs 
under thofe o f humanity, ever fubmitted to the 
di&ates o f found policy. Born in an age when the 
minds o f men were intraftahle and unacquainted 
with fubmiffion, he was yet able to diredfc them to 
his purpofes$ and partly from the afcendant o f his 
vehement character, partly from art and diffimu- 
lation, to eftabliih an unlimited authority. Though 
not infenfible to generofity, he was hardened againft 
companion 5 and he feemed equally oftentatious and 
equally ambitious o f fhow and parade in his cle
mency and in his feverity. T h e maxims o f  his ad- 
miniftration were auftere; but might have been uib~ 
ful, had they been folely employed to preferve or
der in an eftabliilied government8: T hey were ill 
calculated for foftening the rigours, which, under 
the moil gentle management, are infèparable from 
çonqueft. H is attempt againft England was the 
laft great enterprife o f the kind, which, during the 
courte o f feven hundred years, has fully fucceeded 
in Europe; and the force o f his genius broke 
through thofe limits, which firft the feudal inftitu- 
tions, then the refined policy o f princes, have fixed 
to the feveral ftates o f Chriftendom. Thouo-h he 
rendered himfelf infinitely odious to his Engiifh 
iubjefts, he transmitted his power to his pofteritv, 
and the throne is ftill filled by his defendants : A  
proof, that the foundations which he laid were firm 
and folid, and that, amidft all his violence, while 
he feemed only to gratify the prefent pafiion* he 
bad ftill an eye towards futurity.

s M. Weft, p.- * 3 p A n g l i a  Sacra, vol, i\ p. 35S,
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Some writers have been defirous o f  refufing to 
this prinee the title o f Conqueror, in the fenfe 
which that term commonly bears; and, on pre
tence that the word is fometimes in old books ap
plied to fuch as make an acquifition o f territory by 
any means, they are willing toreje£i W illiam’s title, 
by right of war, to the crown of England, It is 
needlefs to-enter into a controverfy, which, by the 
terms o f it, muft neceffarily degenerate into a dif- 
pute of words. It fuffices to fay, that the duke 
o f  Normandy’s firft invafion of the iiland was hof- 
tile ; that his fubfequent adminiftration was entirely 
fupported by arms 5 that in the very frame o f his 
laws he made a diftinilion between the Normans 
and Engiiih, to the advantage o f the former1 $ that 
he a£ted in every thing as abfolute matter over the 
natives, whofe incereft and attritions he totally d is
regarded j and that if  there was an interval when he 
aflumed the appearance o f a legal fovereign, the 
period was very fliort, and was nothing but a tem
porary facrifice, which he, as has been the cafe with 
moft conquerors, was obliged to make, o f his in
clination to his prefent policy* Scarce any o f 
thofe revolutions, which, both in hiftory and in 
common language, have always been denominated 
conquefts, appear equally violent, or were attended 
with fo fudden an alteration both of power and 
property. The Roman ftate, which fpread its do
minion over Europe, left the rights o f  individuals 
in a great meafure untouched $ and thofe civilized 
conquerors, while they made their own country the 
feat of empire, found that they could draw moft 
advantage from the fubjefted provinces, by fecur- 
ing to the natives the free enjoyment o f their own 
laws and o f their private pofleffions. The barba
rians, who fubdued the Roman empire, though they 
felled in the conquered countries, yet being ac-
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cuflomed to a rude uncultivated life* found a part c  **VA F * 
only of the land fufficient to fupply all their wants 5 
and they were not tempted to feize extenfive poflef- toSy, 
lions, which they knew neither how to cultivate nor 
enjoy. But the Normans and other foreigners* 
who followed the ftandard o f W illiam, while they 
made the vanquilhed kingdom the feat o f  govern
ment, were yet fo far advanced in arts as to be ac
quainted with the advantages'of a large property j 
and having totally fubdued the natives, they puihed 
the rights o f conqueft (very extenfive in the eyes o f  
avarice and ambition, however narrow in rhofe o f  
reafon) t<f the utmoft extremity againft them. E x- 
cept the former conqueft o f England by the Saxons 
themfelves, who were induced, by peculiar drcum - 
ftances, to proceed even to the extermination o f  the 
natives, it v/ould be difficult to find in all hiftory a 
revolution more deftruftive, or attended with a 
more complete fubjeciion o f the ancient inhabitants* 
Contumely feems even to have been wantonly added 
to oppreffionu 5 and the natives were universally re
duced to fuch a ftate o f meannefs and poverty, that 
the Englilh name became a term o f reproach; and 
feveral generations elapled before one family o f Saxon 
pedigree was railed to any confiderable honours, or 
could fo much as attain the rank o f baron o f  the 
realm Thefe fadts are fo apparent from the whole 
fenour o f the Englilh hiftory, that none would have 
been tempted to deny or elude them, were they not 
heated by the controverfies of faction $ while one 
party was ahfurdly afraid o f thole abfurd confe- 
quences which they faw the other party inclined to 
draw from this event. But it is evident that the 
prefent rights and privileges o f  the people, who are

l- H, Hunt, p. 370,, Brampton, p. 980, w So late as thereigii 
of king Stephen, the earl of Albemarle, before the battle of the Stand* 
ard, addreiled the officers of his army in thefe terms, Frocerts AttgUte da- 
TiJJlmi? &  getiere Normantd9 Brompton, p. 1026, See farther,
Abbas Ricval, p. 339, &c, All the barons and military men of 
England ftili called themfelves Normans*
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C H  A P. V-

W I L L I A M  R U F U S .

dccejfion o f William Rufus—— Conspiracy again#
the king------ Invafion o f Normandy ----The Cm -

Jades -----Acquifition of Normandy----- —Quarrel
with Anjelm the primate------ Death------ and cha
racter o f William Rufus.

I L L I A M , firnamed Rufus> or the Red, from C H A P ,  
the colour o f his hair* had no fooner pro- v ~ 

cured his father's recommendatory letter to Lan- I0g _̂ 
franc the primate,, than he haftened to .take meafures Acceffion 
forftcuring tohim felf die government o f England- 
Senfible that a deed fo unformal, and fo little pre- fu$. 
pared, which violated Robert's right o f  primogeni
ture, might meet with great oppofition, he trufted 
entirely for fuccefs to his own celerity $ and having 
left St. Gervas, while W illiam  was breathing his 
laft, he arrived in England before intelligence o f  
his father's death had reached that kingdom Pre
tending orders from the king, he ftcured the for- 
treiTes o f Dover, Pevenfey, and Haftings, whole 
fituation rendered them o f the greateft importance; 
and he got po hellion o f the royal treafure at W in - 
chefter, amounting to the fum o f iixty thoufand 
pounds, by which he hoped to encourage and in- 
creafe his partifansy. T h e primate, whofe rank 
and reputation in the kingdom gave him great au
thority, had been entrufted with the care o f his edu
cation, and had conferred on him the honour o f  
knighthood s i and being connected with him by

x W. Malm'ef. p. 120. M. Paris, p. 10. >' Ghroru Sax*
P* 192. Brampton, p. 9S3. 21 W. Maimef, p. 120. M . Paris,
p* xo. Thom, Kudbome, p, 263.
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C H A P ,  thefe ties, and probably deeming his pretenfions 
v * juft, declared that he would pay a willing obedience 

V to the laft will o f the Conqueror, his friend and be- 
nefa&or. Having affembled fome biihops, and 
fome o f the principal nobility, he inftantly pro
ceeded to the ceremony of crowning the new k in g 3 $ 
and by this difpatch endeavoured to prevent all fac
tion and refiftance. A t the fame time Robert, who 
had been already acknowledged futceffor to Nor
mandy, took peaceable poffeffion of that dutchy. 

Confplra- B ut though this .partition appeared to have been
cy againft 
the king.

feemed to menace that kingdom with a fudden 
revolution. The barons, who generally poffeffed 
large eftates both in England and in Normandy, 
were uneafy at the reparation of thofe territories $ 
and forefaw, that as it would be impoffible for them 
to preferve long their allegiance to two mafters, they 
muft neceffarily refign either their ancient patri
mony or their new acquiiitionsb. Robert's tide 
to the dutchy they efteemed inconteftable; his claim 
to the kingdom plaufible; and they all defired that 
this prince, who alone had any pretenfions to unite 
thefe ftates, fhould be put in poffeffion o f both. A  
comparifon alfo of the perfonal qualities o f the two 
brothers led them to give the preference to the elder. 
T h e duke was brave, open, fincere> generous: 
Even his predominant faults, his extreme indolence 
and facility, were not difagreeable to thofe haughty 
barons who affeited independence, and fubmitted 
with reludtance to a vigorous adminiftration in their 
iovereign. The king, though equally brave, was 
violent, haughty, tyrannical, and feemed difjDofed 
to govern more by the fear than by the love of his 
fubjefts. Odo bifnop o f Baieux, and Robert earl 
o f Mortaigne, maternal brothers of the Conqueror,

a Hoveden, p, 4.6s, \> Order, Vital«, p, 666.
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made without any violence or oppoiinon, there re
mained in England many caufes of difcontent, which



envying the great credit of Lanfranc, which was in- 
creafed°by his late fervices, enforced all thefe mo
tives with their partifans, and engaged them in a 
formal confpiracy to dethrone the king. T hey com
municated their defign to Euftace count o f Bologne* 
Roger earl of Shrewfbury and Arundel, Robert de 
Belefme, his eldeft ion, William biihop o f Durham* 
Robert de Moubray, Roger Bigod* H ugh de Great- 
rnefnil ; and they eafily procured the aifent o f thefe 
potent noblemen. T h e confpirators,. retiring to 
their cattles, haftened to put themfelves in a mili
tary pofture; and expefting to be foon fupported 
by a powerful army from Normandy, they had al
ready begun hoftilities in many places.

T he king, fenfible of his perilous filiation, en
deavoured to engage the afteitions o f the nativç 
Engliih. As that people were now fo thoroughly 
fubdued that they no longer afpired to the recovery 
o f their ancient liberties, and were content with the 
profpeit of fome mitigation in the tyranny o f the 
Norman princes, they zealoufly embraced W illiam 's 
caufe, upon receiving general promifes o f good 
treatment, and o f enjoying the licence o f  hunting hi 
the royal forefts, The king was foon in a fituation 
to take the field ; and as he knew the danger o f de
lay, he fuddenly marched into Kent; where his 
uncles had already feized the fortreffes o f Pevenfey 
and Rochefter. Thefe places he fucceffively re
duced by famine ; and though he was prevailed on 
by the earl o f Chefter, W illiam  de Warrenne, and 
Robert Fitz Hammon, who had embraced his caufe, 
to fpare the lives o f the rebels, he confifcated all 
their eftates, and baniihed them the k in gd om s 
This fuccefs gave authority to his négociations with 
Roger earl of Shrewfbury, whom he detached from 
the confederates : And as his powerful fleet, joined 
to the indolent conduit o f Robert, prevented the

* Chron. Sax. pt 195, Order. Vital, p, 66S,
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C HA P ,  arrival of thé Norman fuccours, all the other rebels 
L  v * , found no refdürce but in flight or fubrniflidn. Some 

ÏqzJT  o f  them received a pardon; but*the greater part 
were attainted ; and the king bellowed their eftates 
on the Norman barons, who had remained faithful 
to him. „

3089. W i l l i a m , freed from the danger o f thefe infur- 
refilions, took little care .of fulfilling his promifes to 
the Engliih, who Hill found themfelves expofed to 
the fame oppreffioris which they had undergone 
during the reign of the Conqueror, and which were 
rather augmented.by the violent impetuous temper 
o f  the prefent monarch. The death o f Lanfrancj 
who retained great influence over him, gave foott, 
after a full career to his tyranny ; and all orders o f 
men found reafon to complain o f an arbitrary and 
illegal adminiilration. Even the privileges o f the 
church, held facred in thofe days, were a feeble 
rampart againfl his ufurpations. H e feized the 
temporalities of all the vacant biihoprics and abbies ; 
he delayed the appointing of fucceflors to thofe dig
nities, that he might the longer enjoy the profits o f 
their revenue ; he bellowed feme of the church lands 
in property on his captains and favourites ; and he 
openly fet to fale fuch fees and abbies as he thought 
proper to difpofe of. Though the murmurs o f the 
ecclefiallics, which were quickly propagated to the 
nation, rofe high againlt this grievance, the terror 
o f William's authority, confirmed by the fuppref- 
fion of the late infurrefitions, retained every one in 
fubjection, and preferved general tranquillity in 
England.

1090. T he king even thought himfelf enabled to diflurb 
Norman-0 ^is brother in the pofleflion of Normandy. The 
dy, loofe and negligent adminiilration of that prince 

had emboldened the Norman barons to affefit a 
great independency ; and their mutual quarrels and 
devailations had rendered that whole territory a fcene 
o f  violence and outrage. Tw o of them, Walter 

7 and
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a'nd'Odo, were bribed by W illiam  to deliver the CHVA P * 
fortreffes o f St. Valori and Albemarle into his hands:
Others foon after imitated the example o f revolt; ioS9, 
while Philip, king o f France, who ought to have 
protefted his vaffal in the pofleffion o f  his fief* was, 
after making fome efforts in his favour, engaged by 
large prefents to remain neuter. T h e  duke had 
alfo reafon to apprehend danger from the intrigues 
of his brother Henry. This young prince, who „ 
had inherited nothing of his father's great pofleflions, 
but fome of his money, had furnifhed Robert, while 
he was making his preparations againft England, 
with the lurry of three thoufand marks ; and, in re
turn for fo {lender a fupply, had been put in poflef- . 
lion o f the Cotentin, which comprehended near a 
third of.the dutchy c f  Normandyw Robert after-" 
wards, upon fome fufpicion, threw him into prifon ; 
but finding himfelf expofed to invaiion from the 
king of England, and dreading the conjunction o f 
the two brothers againft -him* he now gave Henry 
his liberty, and even made ufe o f his affiffance in 
ikppreffing the infurreftions of his rebellious fubjefts,
Conan, a rich burgefs of Rouen, had entered into 
a confpiracy to deliver that.city to W illiam ; but 
Henry, ron the deteition o f his guilt, carried the 
traitor up to a high tower, and with his own hands 
flung him from the battlements.

T he king appeared in Normandy at the head of 
an army; and affairs feemed to have come to extre
mity between the brothers; when the nobility on 
both fides, ftrongly conne£led by intereft and al
liances, interpofed and mediated an accommodation.
The chief advantage o f this treaty accrued to W il
liam, who obtained poiTeffion o f the territory o f  
Eu, the towns o f Aumale, Fefcamp, and other 
places: But in return he promifed that he would 
affift his brother in fubduing Maine, which had re
belled; and that the Norman barons, attainted in  
Robert's caufe, fhould be reffored to their eftates in 
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England. The two brothers alfo ftipulated, -that 
on the demife o f  either without iffue, the furvivor 
ihould inherit all his dom inionsand twelve o f the 
molt powerful barons on each fide fwore, that they 
would employ their power to infure the effectual 
execution of the whole treatyd: A  ftrong proof of 
the great independence and authority o f the nobles 
in thole ages!

P r i n c e  Henry, difgufted that fo little care had 
been taken o f his intetfefts in this accommodation, 
retired to St. Michael’s Mount, a ftrong fortrefs on 
the coaft of Normandy, and infefted the neighbour
hood with his incurfions. Robert and William* 
with their joint forces, beiieged him in this place, 
and had nearly reduced him by the fcarcity o f wa
ter; when the elder, hearing o f his diftrefs, granted 
him permiffion to fupply himfelf, and alfo fent him 
feme pipes o f wine for his own table. Being re
proved by William for this ill-timed generofity, he 
replied, What, Jhall I  fiuffer. my brother to die of 
ihirft ? Where Jhall we find another when he is gone? 
The king alfo, during this liege, performed an a£fc 
o f generofity which was lefs fuitable to his charadter, 
Riding out one day alone, to take a furvey o f the 
fortrefs, he was attacked by two foldiers and dif- 
mounted. One of them drew his fword in order to 
difpatch him; when the king exclaimed, Hold, 
knave l I  am the king of England. T he ioldier 
fufpended his blow; and railing the king from the 
ground, with expreffions of refpeft, received a hand- 
ibme reward, and was taken into his fervice. Prince 
Henry was foon after obliged to capitulate;, and be
ing defpoiled of alt his patrimony, wandered about 
for fume time with very few attendants, and often in 
great poverty.
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T he continued inteftine difcord among the ba-  ̂
rons was alone in that age deftfuftive ; T h e public 
wars were commonly fhort and feeble, produced 3091- 

little bloodfhed, and were attended with no me
morable events T o  this Norman war, which was 
fo foon concluded, there iucceeded hoftilities with 
Scotland, which were not o f longer duration. R o 
bert here commanded his brother's army, and obliged 
Malcolm to accept of peace, and do homage to the 
crown o f England. This peace was not more 
durable. Malcolm, two years after, levying an 1093; 
army, invaded England; and after ravaging North
umberland, he ¿aid fiege to Alnwic, where a party 
o f earl Moubray's troops falling upon him by fur- 
prife, a fharp a£lion enfued, in which Malcolm was 
flam. This incident interrupted for fome years the 
regular fuccefTion to the Scottiih crown. Though 
Malcolm left legitimate fons, his brother Donald, 
on account of the youth o f thefe princes, was ad
vanced to the throne; but kept no long pofleffion 
o f it. Duncan, natural fon o f Malcolm, formed a 
confpiracy againft h im ; and being affifted by W il
liam with a fmall force, made himfelf mailer o f the 
kingdom. New broils enfued with Normandy.
The frank, open, remifs temper o f Robert was ill 
fitted to withftand the interefted rapacious charadler 
o f William, who, fupported by greater power, was 
ftill encroaching on his brother's pofTeffions, and in- 
iligating his turbulent barons to rebellion againft 
him. The king, having gone Over to Normandy 1094. 
to fupport his partifans, ordered an army o f twenty 
thoufand men to be levied in England, and to be 
conducted, to the fea-coaft, as if  they were inftantly 
to be embarked. Here Ralph Flambard, the king's 
minifter, and the chief inftrument of his extortions, 
exafted ten ihillings a-piece from them, in lieu o f 
their fervice, and then difmiffed them into their, fe
deral counties«- This money was ib fkilfully em
ployed by William, that it rendered him better fer^

U  2 vice
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C h A  Pi vice than he could have expedted from the army, 
^ Y; ^  He engaged the French king by new prefents to de-

1094.. part from the proteftion of R obert; and he daily 
bribed the Norman barons to defert his fervice : But 
was prevented from pufliing his advantages by art 
incuriion of the Welfh, which obliged him to return 
to England. H e found no difficulty in repelling the 
enemy; but was not able to make any confxderable 
impreffion on a country guarded by its mountainous 

1095, fituation. A  Conipiracy of his own barons, which 
was detefted at this time* appeared a more ierious 
concern, and engrofTed all his attention, Robert 
Moubray, earl of Northumberland, ’ was at the head 
of this combination; and he engaged in it the count 
d’Eu, Richard de Tunbridge, Roger de Lacey* and 
many others. The purpofe of the confpirators was 
to dethrone the king, and to advance in. his Head 
Stephen, count o f Aumale, nephew to the Con
queror. William's difpatch prevented the defign 
from taking effe£t, and difconCerted the confpira
tors. Moubray made feme reiiftance; but being 
taken prifoner, was attainted, and thrown into con
finement, where he died about thirty years after. 

.3096. The count d’Eu denied his concurrence in the plot; 
and to juftify himfelf fought, in the prefence o f the 
court at Windfor, a duel with Geoffrey Bainard 
who accufed him. But being worfted in the Com
bat, he was condemned to be caftrated* and to have 
his eyes put out, William de Alderi, another con- 
fpirator, was fuppoied to be treated with more ri
gour when he was fentenced to be hanged.

The cm-1 B u t  the noife of thefe petty wars and commotions 
iides* was quite funk in the tumult of the crufades, which 

now engroffed the attention of Europe* and have 
ever fincc engaged the curiofity of mankind, as the 

, moft fignal and moft durable monument of human 
folly that has yet' appeared in any age or nation. 
After Mahomet had, by means of his pretended 
revelations*, u dried the diiperfed Arabians under one

head,
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head, they iflbed forth from . their deferts in great 
multitudes * and being animated with zeal for their 
new religion, and fupported by the vigour o f  their 
new government, they made deep impreffion on the 
eaftern empire, which was far in the decline, with 
regard both to military difcipline and to civil policy. 
Jerufalem, by its fituation, became one o f their 
moil early conquefts; and the Chriftians had the 
mortification to fee the holy fepulchre, and the other 
places, confecrated by the prefence o f their religious 
founder, fallen into the poifeffion o f infidels. But 
the Arabians or Saracens were ib employed in mili
tary enterprifes, by which they fpread their empire 
in a few years from the banks o f the Ganges to the 
Streights of Gibraltar, that they had no leifure for 
theological controverfy: And though the Alcoran, 
the original monument o f their faith, feems to con
tain fome violent precepts, they were much lefs in- 
fedted with the fpirit of bigotry and periecution, than 
the indolent and fpeculative Greeks, who were con
tinually refining on the feveral articles o f their reli
gious iyftem. They gave little diilurbance to thofe 
zealous pilgrims, who daily flocked to Jerufalem j 
and they allowed every man, after paying a mode
rate tribute, to vifit the holy fepulchre, to pejform 
his religious duties, and to return in peace. But 
the Turcomans or Turks, a tribe o f Tartars, who 
had embraced Mahometanifm, having wreited Syria 
from the Saracens, and having in the year 1065 
made themfelves mailers o f Jerufalem, rendered the 
pilgrimage much more difficult and dangerous to 
the Chriftians. The barbarity o f their manners, 
and the confufions attending their uniettled govern
ment, expofed the pilgrims to many infults, rob
beries, and extortions; and thefe zealots, returning 
from their meritorious fatigues and iufrerings, filled 
all Chriftendom with indignation againit the infidels, 
who profaned the holy city by their prefence, and 
derided the facred myfleries in the very place o f
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their completion. Gregory VTL among the other 
vail ideas which he entertained, had formed the 
defign of uniting all the weilern Chriftians againft 
the Mahometans; but the egregious and violent 
invafions of that pontiff on the civil power of 
princes, had created him fo many enemies, and 
had rendered his fchemes fo fufpicious, that he was 
not able to make great progrefs in this undertaking* 
T h e work was referved for a meaner inftrument, 
whofe low condition in life expofed him to no jea- 
loufy, and whofe folly was well calculated to coin
cide with the prevailing principles o f the times.

P e t e r , commonly called the Hermit, a native 
o f Amiens in Picardy, had made the pilgrimage to 
Jerufalem. Being deeply affe&ed with the dangers 
to which that ad; of piety now expofed the pilgrims, 
as well as with the inftances o f oppreffioO under 
which the eaflern Chriftians laboured, he enter
tained the bold, and in all appearance impraftica- 
ble projefi: o f leading into Afia, from the fartheft 
extremities of the Weft, armies fufficient tofubdue 
thofe potent and warlike nations which now held the 
holy city in fubjeftionh H e propofed his views to 
Martin II. who filled the papal chair, and who, 
though fenfible of the advantages which the head of 
the Chriftian religion muft reap from a religious war, 
and th o u g h  he efteemed the blind zeal o f Peter ao
proper means for effecting the purpofe f, refolved 
not to interpofe his authority, till he faw a greater 
probability of fuccefs. He fummoned a council at 
Placentia, which confifted o f four thoufand eccle- 
fiaftics, and thirty thoufand feculars; and which 
was fo numerous that no hall could contain the 
multitude, and it was necefiary to hold the affenobly 
in a plain. The harangues of the pope, and of 
Peter himfelf, reprefenting the difmal fituation of 
their brethren in the eaft,_ and the indignity fuffered

e Gul. Tyrius, lib. 1, cap. i t . M , Paris,, p, 17.
f Gul. Tyrius, lib. x. ĉ .p. 13.
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by theChriftian name, in allowing the holy city to re
main in the hands ofinfidels, here found the minds o f 
men fo Well prepared, that the whole multitude fud- 
denly and violently declared for the war, and folemnly 
devoted themfelves to perform this ièrvice, fo meri
torious as they believed it to God and religion.

B ut though Italy feemed thus to have zealouily 
embraced the enterprifè, Martin knew, that, in 
order to infure fuecefs, it was neceflary to enlift the 
greater and mòre warlike nations in the fame en
gagement^ and having previouily exhorted Peter 
to vifit the chief cities and fovereigns o f Chriften- 
dom, he fummoned another council at Clermont m 
Auvergne2. The fame o f this great and pious de- 
iign, being now univerfally diffiifed, procured the 
attendance o f the greateft prelates, nobles, and 
princes $ and when the pope and the hermit renew
ed their pathetic exhortations, the whole aifembly, 
as if impelled by an immediate infpiration, not 
moved by their preceding impreffions, exclaim
ed with one voice, It is the w ill o f Gody It is the 
w ill of God! Words deemed fo memorable, and 
fo much the refult o f a divine influence, that they 
were employed as the fignal o f rendezvous and bat
tle in all the future exploits o f thofe adventurers h* 
Men of all ranks flew to arms with the utmoft ar
dour ; and an exterior fymbol too, a circumftance 
o f chief moment, was^here choièn by the devoted 
combatants. The fign o f the crofs, which had been 
hitherto fo much revered among Chriftians, and 
which, the more it was an object o f reproach among 
the Pagan world, was the more paffionately cherifh- 
ed by them, became the badge o f union, and was 
affixed to their right Ihoulder, by ail who enlifted 
themfelves in this facred warfare1.

® Condi, tom. x. Condì. Claroni, Matth, Paris, p. 16» M» 
Weft. p. 233,

h Hiitoria Beil, Sacri, tom. i. Mufrd ItaU
* Hilt, Beil, Sacri, tom, i. Muf, Ita), Onkr,. Vital, p, 721*
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E u r o p e  was at this time funk into profound ig
norance and fuperftkion: T h e ecclefiaftics had ac
quired the greateft; afcendant over the human tnind; 
The people, who, being little reftrain^d by honour, 
and lefs by law, abandoned themfdves to the worft 
crimes and diforders, knew of no other expiation than 
the obfervances impofed on them by their fpiritual 
pallors: And it was eafy to reprefent the holy war 
as an equivalent for all penancesk, and an atone
ment for every violation o f juftice and humanity, 
-But, amidft the abjeft fuperftition which now pre
vailed, the military fpirit alfo had univerfally diffuf- 
ed itfelf 5 and though not fupported by art or difci- 
pline, was become the general paffion of the nations, 
governed by the feudal lav/. A ll the great lords 
poffeiTed the right o f peace and w ar: They were 
engaged in perpetual hoflilities with each other: 
The open country was become a fcene o f outrage 
and diforder: The cities, ftill mean and poor, were 
neither guarded by walls nor protected by privi
leges, and were expofed to every infu'it:; Individu
als were obliged to depend for fafety on their own 
force, or their private alliances; And valour was 
the only excellence which was held in efteem, or 
gave one man the pre-eminence above another* 
When all the particular fuperftitions, therefore, were 
here united in one great objeft, the ardour for mi
litary enterprifes took the fame dirediion $ and E u
rope, impelled by its two ruling paffion s, was loof- 
ened, as it were, from its foundations, and feemed 
to precipitate itfelf in one united body upon the eafi.

A ll orders of men, deeming the crufades. the 
only road to heaven, enlifted themfelves under thefe 
facred banners, and were impatient to open the way 
with their fword to the holy city. Nobles, artifans, 
peafants, even priefts1, inrolled their names j and 
to decline this meritorious fervice was branded with

k Order* Vital, p* 710, 1 Ibid,
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fch§ reproach o f  impiety, or what perhaps was 
efteemed ftill more diigraceful, o f cowardice and 
pufillanimity m. The infirm and aged contributed to 
the expedition by prefents and m oney; and many o f 
them, not fatisfied with the merit o f this atonement, 
attended it  in perfon, and were determined, if  pof- 
fible, to breathe their iaft in fight o f that city where 
their Saviour had died , for them, Women them- 
felves, concealing their fex under the difguife o f ar
mour, attended the camp 5 and commonly fcrgpt 
(till more the duty o f the fex, by proftituting them- 
ielves, without referve, to the arm y\ T h e great- 
eft criminals were forward in a fervice, which they 
regarded as a propitiation for all crimes 5 and the 
moft enormous diforders were, during the courfe o f 
thofe expeditions, committed by men enured to 
wickednefs, encouraged by example, and impelled 
by necefiity. The multitude of the adventurers 
foon became fo great, that their more lagacious 
leaders, Hugh count o f Vermandois, brother to 
the French king, Raymond count o f Touloufe, 
Godfrey of Boiiillon prince o f Brabant, and Ste
phen count o f Blois °, became apprehenfive left the 
greatnefs itlelf o f the armament Ihould difappoint 
its purpofe; and they permitted an undifcipiined 
multitude, computed at 300,000 men, to go before 
them, under the command of Peter the Hermit 
and Walter the Moneylefsp. Thefe men took the 
road towards Conftantinople through Hungary and 
Bulgaria5 and trufting that Heaven, by fupernatu- 
tal affiftance, would fupply all their neceffities, they 
made no provifion for fubfiftence on their march. 
1  hey foon found themfelves obliged to obtain by 
plunder, what they had vainly expe&ed from mira
cles ; 'and the enraged inhabitants o f the countries 
through which they pafied, gathering together in 
arms, attacked the diforderly multitude, and put

*  W - Malrt3- * 33- n.Vertot Hifh de Chev. dc Maite*.
voi, u p, 4$, e Sun. Dunelm, p. -23, j  Mattlu Paris, pt 17,
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them to ilaughter without refiftance. The more 
difciplined armies followed after 5 and palling the 
ftreights at Conftantinople* they were nmftered in 
the plains o f Afia, and amounted in the whole to 
the number o f 700*000 combatants

A midst this univerfal frenzy* which ipread it« 
felf by contagion throughout Europe, efpecially in 
France and Germany* men Were not entirely for
getful of their preierit interefts; and both thofe 
who went on this expedition, and thofe who ftayed 
behind, entertained fchemes of gratifying* by its 
mean&* their avarice , or their ambition. The no- 
blescwho enlifted themfelves were moved* from the 
romantic Ipirit of the age* to hope for opulent efta- 
bliihments in the eaft* the chief feat of arts and 
commerce during thofe ages 5 and in piirfuit of 
thefe chimerical projects, they fold at the loweft 
price their ancient caftles and inheritances, which 
had now loft all value in their eyes. The greater 
princes* who remained at home* befides eftablifh- 
ing peace in their dominions by giving occupation 
abroad to the inquietude and martial difpoiition of 
their fubje&s* took the opportunity of annexing to 
their crown many confiderable fiefs, either by pur- 
chafe, or by the extin&ion o f heirs. The pope 
frequently turned the zeal o f the crufades from the 
infidels againft his own enemies, whom he repre- 
fented as equally criminal with the enemies o f 
Chrift. The convents and other religious focieties 
bought the pofieffions o f the adventurers; and as 
the contributions o f the faithful were commonly 
entrufted to their management* they often diverted to 
this purpofe what was intended to be employed againft 
the infidels'. But no one was a more immediate 
gainer by this epidemic fury than the king o f Eng
land*. who kept aloof from all connexions with 
thofe fanatical and romantic warriors.

H Matth. Paris, p. 20, i i ,
? Padre Paolo Hill, delie benef. eceleiiaft, p, 12S,
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R obert duke o f Normandy, impelled by the 
bravery and miftaken generoiity o f  his ipirit, had 
early enlifted himfelf in the crufade 3 but being al
ways unprovided with money, he found that it 
would be impraiticable for him to appear in a 
manner fuitable to his rank and ftation at the head 
o f his numerous vaifals and fobjedts, who, tranfo 
ported with the general rage, were determined to 
follow him into Aha, H e refolved, therefore, to 
mortgage, or rather to fell his dominions, which he 
had not talents to govern; and he offered them to 
his brother William, for the very unequal fum o f  
ten thoufand m arks5. The bargain was foon con
cluded: The king raifed the money by violent ex
tortions on his fubjefts of all ranks, even on the 
convents, who were obliged to melt their plate in 
order to furniih the quota demanded o f them 1 % 
H e was put in poffeffion of Normandy and Maine, 
and Robert, providing himfelf with a magnificent 
train, fet out for the H oly Land, in purfuit o f  
glory, and in full confidence o f fecuring his eternal 
Talvation.

T he fmallnefs o f this fum, with the difficulties 
which William found in raifing it, fuffices alone to 
refute the account which is heedlefsly adopted by 
hiftorians, o f the enormous revenue o f the Con
queror. Is it credible, that Robert would configa 
to the rapacious hands of his brother fuch confider- 
able dominions, for a fum, which, according to 
that account, made not a week’s income of his 
father's Engliih revenue alone ? O r that the king 
of England could not on demand, without oppreff? 
jng his fubjefts, have been able to pay. him tho 
money ? The Conqueror, it is agreed, was frugal 
as well as rapacious 3 yet his treafure, at his death*

3 W, Malm. p. 123. CUron. T . Wykes, p, *4, Annal. W i* 
vei-I. p. i 39. W . Heming, p, 467, Flor. Wig. p, 64S. Sim. 
.Uunelm, p. 222. Knyghton, p. 2364.
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.GH A P. exceeded not 60,000 pounds, which härdjy amounts
, Vi , ed to his income for two months: Another certain

refutation bf that exaggerated account.
’ T h e  Fury o f  the crufades, during this age, lefs 
infefted England than the neighbouring kingdoms;

> probably becaufe the Norman conquerors, finding 
their fettlement in that kingdom ftill fomewhat pre
carious, dürft riot abandon their homes in queft of 
diftant adventures. The felfiih interefted fpirit alfo 
o f the king  ̂ which kept him from kindling in the 
general flame, checked its progrefs among His fub- 
je£ts; and as he is accufed o f open profanenefsu, 
and was endued with a fharp w i t i t  is likely that 
lie made the romantic chivalry o f the crufaders the 
object of his perpetual raillery. A s an inftance of 
his irreligión, we are told, that he once accepted of 
fixty marks from a Jew, whofe fon had been con
verted to Chriftianity, and who engaged him by 
that prefent to affift him in bringing back the 
youth to Judaifm. William employed both me
naces and perfuafion for thatpurpofe; but finding 
the convert obftinate in his new faith, he fent for 
the father and told him, that as he had riot fuc- 
ceeded, it was not juft that he fhould keep the pre- 
fent; but as he had done his utmoft, it was but 
equitable that he fhould be paid for his pains; 
and he would therefore retain only thirty marks of 
the m o n e y A t  another time, it is laid, he fent 
for fome ■ learned Chriftian theologians and feme 
tabbies, and bade them fairly difpute the queftion 
¡of their religion in his prefence; H e was perfectly 
indifferent between them ; had his ears open to rea
son and conviétion; and would embrace that doc
trine which upon comparifon ihould be found iup- 
ported by the moft folid arguments.7. . I f  this ftory 
be true, it is probable that he meant only to amufe 
himfelf by turning both into ridicule: .But we muft

11 G. Newbr. p. 358. W. Gemet. p. 293. w W. Malm. 
J1* x Eadmer, p. 47, y W. Malm, p, 123*
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be cautious of admitting every thing related by the C h a  P. 
monkiih hiftorians to the difad vantage of this —̂ *
prince : H e had the misfortune to be engaged m ic9&,
Quarrels with the ecclefiaftics, particularly with A n - .
ielms commonly called St. Anfelm, archbifliop ot 
Canterbury; and it is no wonder his memory 
fliould be blackened by the hiftorians o f that order.

A f t e r  the death o f  Lanfranc, the king for fe -  Quarrel
veral years retained in his own hands the revenues 
o f Canterbury, as he did thoie o f many other va- primate, 
cant bifhoprics 5 but falling into a dangerous fick- 
nefs, he was feized with remorfe, and the clergy re- 
prefented to him, that he was in danger o f eternal 
perdition, if before his death he did not make atone
ment for thofe multiplied impieties and facrileges, 
o f  which he had been guilty H e refolved there- 

. fore to fupply inftantly the vacancy o f  Canterbury; 
and for that purpofe he fent for Anfelm, a Pied- 
montefe by birth, abbot of Bee in Normandy, who 
was much celebrated for his learning and piety.
The abbot earneftly refuied the dignity, fell on'his 
knees, wept, and entreated the king to change his 
p u r p o f e a n d  when he found the prince obftinate 
in forcing the paftoral ftaff upon him, he kept his 
fi.it fo fail clenched, that it required the utmoft vio
lence of the hyftanders to open it, and force him 
to receive that eniign o f fpiritua! d i g n i t y W i l 
liam foon after recovered; and his paffions regain
ing their wonted vigour, he returned to his former 
violence and rapine. H e detained in prifon ieveral 
pierfons whom he had ordered to be freed during; the 
time of his penitence ; he frill preyed upon the ec- 
clefiaftical benefices; the fale o f  fpiritual dignities 
continued as open as ever; and he kept poffeffion 
o f a confiderable part of the revenues belonging to 
the fee of Canterburyc. But he found in Anfelm
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that perfevering oppoiition, which he had reafon m 
expeft from the oftentatious humility which that 
prelate had difplayed in refufing his promotion.

T he opposition made by Anfelm was the more 
dangerous on account o f  the character o f  piety 
which he foon acquired in England, by his great 
zeal againft all abufes, particularly thofe in drefs 
and ornament. There was a mode, which, in that 
age, prevailed throughout Europe, both among 
men and women, to give an enormous length to 
their ihoes, to draw the toe to a iharp point, and to 
affix to it the figure of a bird’s bill, or fome fuch 
ornament, which was turned upwards, and which 
was often fuftained by gold or filver chains tied to 
the kneed. The ecclefiaftics took exception at this 
ornament, which, they faid, was an attempt to bei/" 
the Scripture, where it is affirmed, that no man cari 
add a cubit to his ftature; and they declaimed 
againft it with great vehemence, nay aflembled 
fome fynods, who abfolutely condemned it. But, 
fuch are the ftrange contradictions in human nature ! 
though the clergy, at that time, could overturn 
thrones, and had authority fufficient. to fend above 
a million of men on their errand to the deferts of 
Afia, they could never prevail againft thefe long- 
pointed ihoes: On the contrary, that caprice, con
trary to all other modes, maintained its ground dur
ing feveral centuries ; and if the clergy had not at 
laft defifted from their perfecution of it, it might 
itili have been the prevailing fafhion in Europe.

B u t  Anfelm was more fortunate in decrying the 
particular mode which was the objefl: of his averfion, 
and which probably had not taken fuch faft hold of 
the affections of the people. H e preached zealouf- 
ly againft the long hair and curled locks which were 
then faihionable among the courtiers ; he refilled the 
allies on Afti-Wednefday to thole who werefo accou-

d Order# Vital, p, 6Sz* \V, Maìiiief: p, 12-3. Knyghron* 
p. 2369.
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tred; and his authority and eloquence had fuch in- $ Hv^  p* 
fluencei that the young men univerfally abandoned L , j  
that ornament, and appeared in the cropt hair, which 1996, 
was recommended to them by the fermons of the 
primate. T he noted hiftorian o f Anfelm, who was 
alfo his companion and fecretary, celebrates highly 
this effort of his zeal and pietye,

W hen Y/illiam’s profanenefs therefore returned 
to him with his health, hewas fpon engaged in con- 
troverfies with this auftere prelate. There was at 
that time a fchifm in the church between Urban and 
Clement, who both pretended to the papacyf 5 and 
Anfelm, who, as abbot o f Bee, had already acknow
ledged the former, was determined, without the 
king's confent, to introduce his authority into E ng
land2. W illiam, who, imitating his father's exam
ple, had prohibited his fubje£ls from recognizing 
any pope whom he had not previouily received, 
was enraged at this attempt; and fummoned a fynod 
at Rockingham, with an intention of depofing A n 
felm : But the prelate's fuffragans declared, that, 
without the papal authority, they knew o f no ex
pedient for infiifting that punifhment on their pri
mate11. T h e king was at laft engaged by other 
motives to give the preference to Urban's tide;
Anfelm received the pall from that pontiff; and 
matters feemed to be accommodated between the 
king and the primate1, when the quarrel broke out 
afreih from a new caufe. William had undertaken 
an expedition againft Wales, and required the arch« 
bifhop to furnifh his quota o f ibldiers for that fer- 
vice; but Anfelm, who regarded the demand as 
an oppreffion on the church, and yet durft not re-? 
fufe compliance, lent diem fo miferably accoutred, 
that the king was extremely difpleafed, and threat-

c Eadmerj p. 23. f Hovedep, p.4.63. § Eadmer,
P* 29- M. Parisj p. 13, ¡Diceto, p. 4-94- Spelm. Cone. voi. ii> 
p. ni* 11 Eadmei’, pT 30. 1 Diceto, p. 4-95,

ened

W I L L I A M  R U F U S ,  303



C HÀP. cAed hiin with a profecution k. Anfelm; on thé
^  v* r other hand, demanded pofitively that all the reve^

1096,, nues o f his fee ihould be reftored to him 5 appealed 
to Rome againft the king's injuftice1; and affairs1 
came to fuch extremities, that the primate, finding 
it dangerous to remain in the kingdom* defìrèd and 
obtained the king's permiflion to retire beyond fea. 
A ll his temporalities were feh:edm; but he was re
ceived with great rdpeét by Urban, who considered 
him as a martyr in the caufe o f religion, and even 
menaced thè king, on account of his proceedings 
againft the primate and the church, with the fentence 
o f excommunication* Anfelm affifted at the coun
cil of Bari, where, befides fixing the controverfy 
between the Greek and JLatin churches concerning 
the proceffion o f the Holy Ghoftn, the right of 
eleótion to church preferments was declared to be  ̂
long to the clergy alone, and fptritual cenfures were 
denounced againft all ecclefiaftics, who did homage 
to laymen for their fees or benefices, and againft all 
laymen who exaited it°. The rite of homage, by 
the feudal cuftoms, was,, that the vaffal ihould throw 
himfelf on his knees, fhouid put his joined hands 
between thofe o f his- fuperior, and ihould in that 
pofture fwear fealty to him p, But the council de
clared it execrable, that pure hands, which could 
create God, and could offer him up as a facrifice 
for the falvation of mankind, fhouid be put, after 
this humiliating manner, between profane hands, 
which, befides being inured to rapine and blood
shed, were employed day and night in impure pur- 
pofes and obfcene contacts'*. Such were the rea- 
fonings prevalent in that age; reafonings which, 
though they cannot be paffed over in filence*: with-

k Eaclmer, p. 37. 43. 1 Ibid. p. 40. M . Paris,
p, 13. Parker, p. 178, n Eadraer, p. 49. M . Paris, p, 13, 
Sim, D un. p. 224. ® M . Paris, p, 14. P Spelman, D u
Cange, in verb. Homagium. <1 W , Heming* pi 467. El or*
W igorn. p. 64-9, Sim. Dunelm* p. 224, Brompton, p. 994.
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out omitting the moil curious, and, perhaps, not 
the leaft inftrublive part o f hiftory, can fcarcely be 
delivered with the requifite decency and gravity.

T he ceffion of Normandy and Maine by duke 
Robert increafed the king’s territories; but brought 
him no great increafe o f power, becaufe o f the un
fettled ftate o f thofe countries, the mutinous difpo- 
fition o f the barons, and the vicinity of the French 
king, who fupported them in all their infurrefiions* 
Even Helie, lord o f  la Fleche, a fmall town in 
Anjou, was able to give him inquietude; and this 
great monarch was obliged to make feveral expedi
tions abroad, without being able to prevail over fo 
petty a baron, who had acquired the confidence and 
affeélions o f the inhabitants o f Maine* H e was, 
however, fo fortunate, as at laft to take him pri- 
ibner in a rencounter; but having releafed him, at 
the interceffion o f the French king and the count o f 
Anjou, he found the province o f  Maine itill ex- 
pofed to his intrigues and incurfions* Helie, being 
introduced by the citizens into the town o f Mans, 
befieged the garrifon in the citadel: W illiam, who 
was hunting in the new foreft, when he received in
telligence o f this hoftile attempt, was fo provoked, 
that he immediately turned his horfe, and galloped 
to the fea-fhore at Dartm outh; declaring, that he 
would not flop a moment till he had taken venge
ance for the offence. Fie found the weather ib 
cloudy and tempeftuous, that the mariners thought 
it dangerous to put to fea: But the king hurried 
on board, and ordered them to fet fail inftanriy; tell
ing them, that they never yet heard o f a king that 
was drownedr* By this vigour and celerity, he 
delivered the citadel o f Mans from its prefent dan
ger; and puriuing Helie intO“his: own territories, he 
laid fiege to M ^ o ly a fir ia jl caftte- in thofe 'parts: 
But a wound, which he received^ before this place,

r W . Malm, p. V*H, p. 378« ‘ M. Paris, p, 36*
Ypod. Neuft. p, ¿ i* ,
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C HA P ,  obliged him . to raife the fiege $ and he returned to 
y V‘, , England,

1100. T he weaknefs o f the greateft monarchs, during 
this age, in their military expeditions againft their 
neareft neighbours, appears the more furprifing, 
when we confider the prodigious numbers, which 
even petty princes, ftconding the enthufiaftic rage 
o f  the people, were able to affemble, and to con
duit in dangerous enterprifes to the remote pro
vinces of Afia. William, earl of Poitiers and duke 
o f Guienne, enfiamed with the glory, and not dis
couraged by the misfortunes, which had attended 
the former adventurers in the crufades, had put 
himfelf at the head of an immenfe multitude, com
puted by fome hiftorians to amount to 60,000 
horfe, and a much greater number o f foot3, and 
he purpofed to lead them into the H oly Land againit 
the infidels. H e wanted money to forward the pre
parations requifite for this expedition, and he offer
ed to mortgage all his dominions to William, with
out entertaining any fcruple on account of that ra
pacious and iniquitous hand, to which he refolved 
to confign them 1. The king accepted the offer; 
and had prepared a fleet and an army, in order to 
effort the money, and take poffeffion o f the rich 

¿'JAuguft. provinces of Guienne and P oiftou ; when an acci
dent put an end to his life, and to all his ambitious 
projeits. Pie was engaged in hunting, the foie 
amufement, and indeed the chief occupation o f 
princes in thofe rude times, when fociety was little 
cultivated, and the arts afforded few objects worthy 
o f attention. Walter Tyrrel, a French gentleman, 
remarkable for his addrefs in archery, attended him 
in this recreation, o f which the new foreft was the 
fcene; and as William had difmounted after a 
chafe, Tyrrel, impatient to fhow his dexterity, let 
fly an arrow at a*flag, which fuddenly flatted be-

£ W , Malm. p. 149. The whole is faid by Order. Vital, p. 789, 
p  amount to 300,000 men. * W . Malmef. 127.
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fóre him* T h e arrow, glancing from a tree, ftruck c P* 
the king in the breaft, and inftantly flew hi mu* _■ * _t 
while Tyrrel, without informing any one o f the ac- noo. 
cident, put ipurs to his horfe, battened to the fea- T eath 
fhore, embarked for France, and joined the eru- 
fade in an expedition to Jerufalem; a penance 
which he impofed on himfelf for this involuntary 
crime. The body o f W illiam  was found in the fo- 
reft by the country-people, and was buried without 
any pomp or ceremony at Winchefter.- H is cour
tiers were negligent in performing the lail duties to 
a matter who was fo little beloved * and every one 
was too much occupied in the interefting object o f  
fixing his fucceííbr* to attend the funeral o f a dead 
fovereign.

T he memory o f this monarch is tranfmitted to andcha- 
us with little advantage by the churchmen, whom 
he had offended 5 and though we may fufpeél, in Rufus, 
general, that their account o f  his vices is fomewhat 
exaggerated* his conduót affords little reafon for 
contradicting the character which they have affigned 
him, or for attributing to him any very eftimable 
qualities. H e feems to have been a violent and ty
rannical prince; a perfidious, encroaching* and dan
gerous neighbour j an unkind and ungenerous rela
tion. H e was equally prodigal and rapacious in 
the management o f his treafury; and if he poífeííed 
abilities, he lay fb much under the government o f  
impetuous pattlons* that he made little ufe o f them 
in his adminiftration; and he indulged, without re- 
ferve, that domineering policy which fuited his 
temper, and which* if  fupported, as it was in him, 
with courage and vigour, proves often more fue- 
cefsful in diiorderly times, than the deepeft fore
fight and moil refined artifice.

T h e  monuments which remain o f this prince 
in England, are the Tower, Weftminfter-hall, and

u W . Malm, p, 126 * H. Hunt. p. 37S* M . Paris, p. 37*
Petr. Blef. p. tío ,
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c h a p , London-bridge, winch he built. T h e moil laud- 
. * _ , able foreign enterprife which he undertook, was the

xiqg„ fending of Edgar Atheling, three years before his 
death, into Scotland with a fmall army, to reilore 
prince Edgar, the true heir of that kingdom, fon 
o f Malcolm, and o f Margaret, filler o f Edgar 
A theling; and the enterprife proved fuccefsful. It 
tras remarked in that age, that Richard, an elder 
brothery of W illiam's, periihed by an accident in 

^he new foreft; Richard, his nephew, natural fon 
o f duke Robert, loft his life in the fame place, after 
the fame manner: And all men upon the king's 
fate, exclaimed, that, as the Conqueror had been 
guilty o f extreme violence, in expelling all the in
habitants o f that large diftricSt to make room for his 
game, the juft vengeance o f heaven was iignalized, 
in the fame place, by the flaughter of his pofterity, 
W illiam was killed in the thirteenth year o f his 
reign, and about the fortieth of his age. A s he 
was never married, he left no legitimate iffiie.

I n the eleventh year of this reign, Magnus, king 
of Norway, made a defcent on the iile o f  Anglefea^ 
but was repulfed by H ugh, earl o f Shrewfbury. 
This is the laft attempt made by the northern na
tions upon England. That reftlefs people feerrt 
about this time to have learned the practice o f  til- 
uge, which thenceforth kept them at home, and 

freed the other nations of Europe from the devalu
ations fpread over them by thofe piratical invaders. 
This proved one great caufe. of the fubfequent let- 
tlernent and improvement of the fouthern nations«
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*The Crufades—— Aecejfion of Henry— —Marriage 
of the1 king------ Invafion by duke Robert———Ac
commodation with Robert— ■— Attack of Normandy 
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qimfrret with Anjelm, the primate-— — Comp fomif ?
with him--- —Wars abroad----- Death of prince
William-----Kingys fecond marriage-------Death
*------and char abler of Henry.

/% F T  E R  the adventurers in the holy war were c h a p , 
aflfembled on the banks of the Bofphorus, op- VI* 

pofite to Conftantinople, they proceeded on their 
enterprife; but immediately experienced thofe dif- The cru- 
ficulties which their zeal had hitherto concealed ^des* 
from therm and for which, even if they had fore- 
feen them, it would have been almoft impoffible to 
provide a remedy/ The G reek. emperor, Alexis 
Comnenus, who had applied to the W  eilern Chrift- 
ians for fuccour againft the Turks, entertained 
hopes, and thofe but feeble ones, of obtaining ruch 
a moderate íupply, as, adting under his command, 
might .enable him to repuife the enemy': But he 
was extremely aftonifhed to fee his dominions over
whelmed, on a hidden, by fuch an inundation of 
licentious barbarians, who, though they pretended 
friendfhip, defpifed his fubjedts as unwarlike and 
detefted them as heretical. By all the arts of policy, 
in which he excelled, he endeavoured to divert the 
■ torrent 5 but while he employed profeiEons, cardies, 
civilities, and feeming fervices towards the leaders 
of the cruiade, he fecretly regarded thofe imperious

X  3 allies



allies as more dangerous than the open enemies by 
whom his empire had been formerly invaded. H av
ing efffedted that difficult point of difembarking 
them fafely in Afia, he entered into a private cor- 
refpondence with Soliman, emperor of the Turks; 
and praftifed every infidioug art, which his genius, 
his power, or his fituation enabled him to employ, 
for difappointing the enterprife, and difcouraging 
the Latins from making thenceforward any fuch pro
digious migrations* His dangerous policy was fe- 
,conded by the diforders infeparable from fo vail a 
multitude, who were not united under one head, 
and were condufted by leaders of the moil inde
pendent intradlable fpirit, unacquainted with mi
litary difcipline, and determined enemies tq civil 
authority and fubmiffion. The fcarcity of provi- 
fions, the excefles of fatigue, the influence of un
known climates, joined to the want of concert in 
their operations  ̂ and to the fword of a warlike ene
my, deflroyed the adventurers by thoufands, and 
would have abated the ardour of men impelled to 
w?ar by lefs powerful motives. Their zeal how
ever, their bravery, and their irrefiftible force ft ill 
carried them- forward, and continually advanced 
them to the great end of their enterprife. After ah 
obftinate fiege, they took Nice, the feat of the 
Turkifh empire; they defeated Soliman in two 
great battles; they made themfelves mailers of A n
tioch ; and entirely broke the force of the Turks, 
who had fo long retained thole countries in fuejec
tion. The foldan of Egypt, whofe alliance they 
had hitherto courted, recovered, on the fall of the 
Turkifh power, his former authority in Jerufalem; 
and he informed them by his ambaffadors, that if 
they came difarmed to that city, they might now 
perform their religious* vows, and that all Chriftian 
pilgrims, who ihould thenceforth vifit the holy fe- 
pulchre, might expe6t the fame good treatment 
which they had ever received from his predeceffors.

Th§
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The offer was rejected; the ioldan was required to 
yield up the city to the Chriftians; and on his re- 
fufal, the champions of the crofs advanced to the 
liege o f Jerufalem* which they regarded as the con- 
fummation of their labours. By the detachments 
which they had made* and the difafters which they 
had undergone* they were diminiihed to the num
ber of twenty thoufand foot and fifteen hundred 
horfej but theie were ftill formidable* from their 
valour* their experience* and the obedience 'which* 
from paft calamities* they had learned to pay to their 
leaders. After a fiege of five weeks* they took Je- 
rufalem by affauit; and* impelled by a mixture of 
military and religious rage* they put the numerous 
garrifon and inhabitants to the fword without dif- 
tinilion. Neither arms defended the valiant* nor 
fubmiffion the timorous : No age or fex was fpar- 
e d : Infants on the breaft were pierced by the fame 
blow with their mothers* who implored for m ercy: 
Even a multitude* to the number o f ten thoufand 
perfons* who had furrendered themfelves prifoners* 
and were promifed quarter* were butchered in cool 
blood by thofe ferocious conquerors The ftreets 
o f Jerufalem were covered with dead bodies x 5 and 
the triumphant warriors* after every enemy was 
fubdued and flaughtered* immediately turned them
felves* with the fentiments o f humiliation and con
trition* towards the holy iepulchre. They threw 
afide their arms* ftill ftreaming with blood: They 
advanced with reclined bodies, and naked feet and 
heads* to that facred monument: They fung an
thems to their Saviour* who had there purchafed 
their falvation by his death and agony: And their 
devotion* enlivened by the prefence o f the place 
where he had fuffered* fo overcame their fury* that 
they diffolved in tears* and bore the appearance o f 
every foft and tender fentiment. So inconiiftent is

Vertotj vol. i, p, 57.
* M. Pans* p. 34. Order. Vital, p* 756, JPieeto* p, 49S.
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c h a p , human nature with itfelfi And fo eafily does the 
VI; ^  moll effeminate fuperftition ally, both with the moil; 

„00. heroic courage and with the fierceft barbarity !
T his great event happened on thé fifth of July 

in the laft year of th e. eleventh century. The 
Chriftian princes and nobles, after chufiñg Godfrey 
of Boiiillion king o f Jerusalem, began to fettle 
themfelves in their new conquefts ; while fome of 
them returned to Europe, in order to enjoy at 
home that glory, which their valour had acquired 
them in this popular and meritorious enterprife. 
Among thefe was Robert duke of Normandy* 
who,. as he had relinquifhed the greateft dominions 
o f any prince that attended the crufade, had all 
along diftinguifhed himfelf by the moll intrepid 
courage, as well as by that affable difpofition and 
unbounded generofity, which gain the hearts of fol- 
diers, and qualify a prince to ihine in a military life. 
In paffing through Italy, he became acquainted 
with Sibylla, daughter of the count o f Converfana, 
a young lady of great beauty and merit, whom he 
efpoufed: Indulging himfelf in this new paffion, as 
well as fond of'enjoying eafe and pleafure, after the 
fatigues of fo many rough campaigns, he lingered a 

■ , twelvemonth in that delicious climate; and though 
his friends in the north looked every moment for 
his arrival, none of them knew when they côuld 
with certainty expe£t it. By this delay he loft the 
kingdom of England, which the great fame he had 
acquired during the crufades, as well as his un« 
doubted title, both by birth and by the preceding 
agreement with his deceafed brother, would, had 
he been prçfent, have infallibly fecured to him. 

AccdTion P rince Henry was hunting with Rufus in the 
«f Henry, new foreft, when intelligence of that monarch's 

death was brought him; and being fenfible o f the 
advantage attending the.conjuncture, he hurried to 
Winchefter, in order to fecure the royal treafure, 
which he knew to be a neceifary implement for fa-

1 1 cilitating
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eilitating his deiigns on the crown. H e had fcareely 
reached the place when William de Breteiiil, keeper 
o f the treafure, arrived* and oppofed himfelf tq 
Henry's preteniions. This nobleman* who had 
been engaged in the fame party of hunting* had no * 
fooner heard of his mailer's death* than he haftened 
to take care of his charge; and he told the prince, 
that this treafure, as well as the crown, belonged to 
his elder brother, who was now his fovereign; and 
that he himfelf, for his part, was determined, in fpite 
o f  all other preteniions, to maintain his allegiance 
to him. But Henry, drawing his fword, threatened 
him with.inftant death if he dared to difobey him; 
and as others o f the late king’s retinue, who came 
every moment to Winchefter, joined the prince's 
party, Breteiiil was obliged to withdraw his oppofi- 
tion, and to acquieice in this violence y.

H e n r y , without lofing a moment, haftened with 
fhe money to London; and having afiembled feme 
noblemen and prelates, whom his addrefs, or abili
ties, or prefents, gained to his fide, he was ludden- 
]y defied, or rather faluted k in g ; and immediately 
proceeded to the exercife o f royal authority. In 
left than three days after his brother's death, the 
ceremony of his coronation was performed by Mau
rice bifhop. of London, who was periliaded to o f
ficiate on that occafion *; and thus, by his courage 
and celerity, he intruded himfelf into the vacant 
throne. N o one had fufficient fpirit or fenie of duty 
to appear in defence of the abfent prince: A ll men 
were feduced or intimidated: prefent poffeifion 

- fupplied the apparent defe&s in Henry's title, which 
was indeed founded on plain ufurpation: And the 
barons, as well as the people, acquiefced in a claim, 
which, though it could neither be juftified nor com
prehended, could now, they found, be oppofed 
through the perils alone of civil war and rebellion.

T Order. Vital, p. 7S2,
z Chroiu Sax. p. 20S, Order. Vital, p. 7S3.
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But as Henry forefaw that a crown, ufurped 
againft all rules of juftice, would fit unfteady on his 
head, he refolved, by fair profeffions at leaft, to 
gain the affedions of all his fubjeds. Beiides tak
ing the ufual coronation-oath to maintain thé laws 
and execute juftice, he paffed a charter, which was 
calculated to remedy many of the grievous oppref- 
fions which had been complained of during the 
reigns o f his father and brothera. H e there pro
mifed, that, at the death of any biihop or abbot, he 
never would feize the revenues of the fee or abbey 
during the vacancy, but would leave the whole to 
be reaped by the fuccefforj and that he would ne
ver let to farm any ecclefiaftical benefice, nor dif- 
pofe of it for money. After this conceflion to the 
church, whofe favour was of fo great importance, 
he proceeded to enumerate the civil grievances 
which he purpofed to redrefs. H e promifed that, 
upon the death of any earl, baron, or military te
nant, his heir ihould be admitted to the pofTefiidn 
of his eftate, on paying a juft and lawful relief ; 
without being expofed to fuch violent exadtions as 
had been ufual during the late reigns : He remitted 
the wardfhip of minors, and allowed guardians to 
be appointed, who ihould be anfwerable for the 
truft ; H e promifed not to difpofe of any heirefs in 
marriage, but by the advice of all the barons j and 
if any baron intended to give his daughter, fifter, 
niece, or kinfwoman in marriage, it ihould only be 
jneceftary for him to confult the king, who promifed 
to take no money for his confent, nor ever to refuiè 
permiffion, unlefs the perfon, to whom it was pur
pofed to marry her, Ihould happen to be his ene
m y; He granted his barons and military tenants 
the power of bequeathing, by will, their money or 
perfonal eftates ; and if they negle&ed to make a *

* Cbron, Sax, p, aoS. Sim, Punelm, p, 225,
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will, he promifed that their heirs ihould fucceed to 
them : H e renounced the right o f impofing money- 
age, and of levying taxes at pleaiure on the farms 
which the barons retained in their own hands b: H e 
made fome general profeffions o f moderating fines; 
he offered a pardon for all offences ; and lie remitted 
all debts due to the crown: H e required that the 
vaffals of the barons fhould enjoy the fame privileges 
which he granted to his own barons; and he pro
mifed a general confirmation and obfervance o f the 
laws of king Edward, This is the fubftance of the 
chief articles contained in that famous charterc.

T o  give greater authenticity to thefe conceifions, 
Henry lodged a copy o f his charter in fome abbey 
o f each county; as if  defirous that it ihould be ex- 
pofed to the view of all his fubjedts, and remain a 
perpetual rule for the limitation and diredtion of his 
government: Y et it is certain that, after the pre- 
lent purpofe was ferved, he never once thought, 
during his reign, of obferving one Angle article 
o f it f  and the whole fell fo much into negledt and 
oblivion, that, in the following century, when the 
barons, who had heard an obfcure tradition o f it, 
defired to make it the model o f the great charter 
which they cxadted from king John, they could 
with difficulty find a copy of it in the kingdom. 
But as to the grievances here meant to be redrefled, 
they were ftill continued in their full extent; and 
the royal authority, in all thofe particulars, lay un
der no manner o f reftridtion. Reliefs o f heirs, fb 
capital an article, were never effedtually fixed till 
the time of Magna Chartad5 and it is evident that 
the general promife here given, o f accepting a juft

b See Appendix II. c Matth. Paris, p, 38. Hoyeden, p, 468» 
jBmmpton, p. 10«. Hagulftad, p. 310, d Glanv, lib* cap,36. 
What is called ardief'iii the Conqueror's laws, preferved by Ingulf 
ieems to have been the heriot; fince reliefs, as well as the other bur
dens of the feudal law, were unknown in the age of the Confeilor, 
whole luy/$ thefe originally were,
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and lawful relief* ought to hayp been reduced to 
more precifion* in order to give fecurity to the fub- 
je£t The oppreffion of wardihip and marriage was 
perpetuated even till the reign of Charles II,: And 
it appears from Glanville % the famous jufticiary of 
Henry II, that* in his time* where any man died 
inteftate* an accident which muft have been very 
frequent when the art of writing was fo little known* 
the king* or the lord o f the fief* pretended to feize 
all the moveables* and to exclude every heir* even 
the children of the deceafed : A  fure mark of a ty
rannical and arbitrary government.

T he Normans* indeed* who domineered in Eng
land were, during this age* fo licentious a people* 
that they may be pronounced incapable o f any true 
or regular liberty $ which requires fuch improve
ment in knowledge and morals as can only be the 
refult of reflection and experience* and muft grow to 
perfedtion during feveral ages of fettled and efta- 
blifhed government. A  people fo infenfible to the 
rights of their fovereign as to disjoint* without ne- 
ceffity* the hereditary fucceffion* and permit a 
younger brother to intrude himfelf into the place of 
the elder* whom they efteemed* and who was guilty 
of no crime but being abfent* could not expeifc 
that that prince would pay any greater regard ta 
their privileges* or allow his engagements to fetter 
his power* and debar him from any confiderable in- 
tereft or convenience. They had indeed arms in 
their hands* which prevented the eftabliihment of a 
total defpotifm* and left their pofterity fufficients 
power* whenever they fhould attain a fufficient de
gree of reafon, to afiume true liberty: But their 
turbulent difpofition frequently prompted them to 
make fuch ufe of their arms* that they were more

e Lib. 7. cap. 16, This practice was contrary to the laws of king 
Ed ward j ratified by the Conqueror, as we learn from Ingulf, p 91* 
But laws had at that time very little influence : Bower and violence 
governed every thing.
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fitted to obilruct the execution of juftice, than to C  H a  P* 
Hop the career o f violence and oppreflion. The /  j  
prince, finding that greater oppofition was often n 0o. 
made to him when he enforced the laws than when 
he violated them, was apt to render his own will 
and pleafure the foie rule of government; and, on 
every emergence, to confider more the power o f the 
peribns whom he might offend, than the rights o f 
thofe whom he might injure. The very form of 
this charter o f Henry proves that the Norman ba
rons (for they, rather than the people o f England, 
are chiefly concerned in it) were totally ignorant of 
the nature of limited monarchy, and were ill quali
fied to conduit, in conjunction with their fovereign, 
the machine of government. It is an aft o f his foie 
power,' is the refult of his free grace, contains fome 
articles which bind others as well as himfelf, and is 
therefore unfit to be the deed of any one who pofieffes 
not the whole legiflative power, and who may not 
at pleafure revoke all his conceffions.

H e n r y , farther to increafe his popularity, de
graded and committed to prifon Ralph Flambard, 
biihop of Durham, who had been the chief inftru- 
ment of oppreffion under his brotherf : But this aft 
was followed by another, which was a direft viola
tion *of his own charter, and was a bad prognoftic 
of his fincere intentions to obferve i t ; H e kept the 
fee o f Durham vacant for fbte years, and during 
that time retained poiTeffion o f all its revenues.
Senfible of the great authority which Anielm had 
acquired by his charader of piety, and by the per
fections which he had undergone from William, 
he fent repeated mefiages to him at Lyons, where 
he refided, and invited him to return and take pof- 
feffion of his dignitiess. On the arrival of the pre
late, he propofed to him the renewal o f that homage

f Chron. Sax, p, 208. W, Malm, p, 156. Matth, Paris. p, $5*
Alur. Bcveri. p, 144. £ Cbron. Sax, p- 208. Order, Vital.
P' 783* Matth, Paris, p* 39. T\ RuJ borne. p ,273*
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CHAP,  which he had done his brother, and which had neves*'
. V1‘ , been refufed by any Englifh bifhop: But Anfelm' 
¿ico. had acquired other fentiments by his journey to 

Rome, and gave the king an abiolute refufal. H e 
objefted the decrees of the council of Bari, at which 
he himfelf had affiited; and ho declared, that fo far 
from doing homage for his fpiritual dignity, he 
would not fo much as communicate with any eccle- 
fiaftic who paid that fob million, or who accepted of 
inveftitures from laymen. Henry, who expended* 
in his prefent delicate fituationy to reap great ad
vantages from the authority and popularity of An- 
felm, durft not infift on his demand g :■ H e only 
defired that the controverfy might be fufpended $ 
and that meffengers might be fent to Rome, in or
der to accommodate matters with the pope, and 
obtain his confirmation of the laws and cuftoms of 
England,

Marriage T h e r e  immediately occurred an important affair, 
kLg£ *n which the king was obliged to have recourfe to 

the authority of Anfelm. Matilda, daughter of 
Malcolm III. king of Scotland, and niece to Edgar 
Atheling, had, on her father's death, and the fob- 
fequent revolutions in the Scottifh government, 
been brought to England, and educated under her 
aunt Chriftina, in the nunnery of Rumfey. This 
princefs Henry purpofed to marry; but as ihe had 
worn the veil, though never taken the vows,, doubts 
might arife concerning the lawfulnefs of the aft; 
and it behoved him to be very careful not to fhock, 
in any particular, the religious prejudices of his fob- 
jefts. The affair was examined by Anfelm, in a 
council of the prelates and nobles which was fum- 
moned at Lambeth : Matilda there-proved that Ihe 
had put on the veil, not with a view of entering into 
a religious life, but merely in confequence of a cuf- 
tom familiar to the Englifh ladies who protefted
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their chaftity from the brutal violence o f the Nor- c  R F- 
mans, by taking flielter tinder that habit b, ■ which, . ' _«
amidft the horrible licentioufnefs of the times, was yet h m , 
generally revered. The council, feniible that even a 
princefs had otherwife no iecurity for her honour, 
admitted this reafon as valid: They pronounced 
that Matilda was ftill free - to marry1 \ and her 
efpoufals with Henry were celebrated by Anfelm 
with great pomp and folemnity k. N o act of the 
king's reign rendered him equally popular with his 
Engliih fubjedts, and tended more to eftablifh him 
on the throne. Though Matilda, during the life o f 
her uncle and brothers, was not heir of the Saxon 
line, ihe was become very dear to the Engliih on 
account of her connexions with it: And that people, 
who before the conqueft had fallen into a kind of in
difference towards their ancient royal family, had 
felt fo feverely the tyranny of the Normans, that 
they reflefted with extreme regret on their former 
liberty, and hoped for a more equal and mild 
adminiftration, when the blood o f their native 
princes fhould be mingled with that o f their new 
fovereigns k

B u t  the policy and prudence o f Henry, which, Invafior.by 
if  time had been allowed for thefe virtues to produce 
their full effeit, would have fecured him poileffion ert* 
o f the crown, ran great hazard of being fruftrated 
by the fudden appearance o f Robert, who returned 
to Normandy about a month after the death of his 
brother William. H e took poiieflion, without op- w u  
poiition, of that dutchyj and immediately made 
preparations for recovering England, o f which, 
during his abfence, he had by Henry's intrigues 
been fo unjuftly defrauded. The great fame which 
he had acquired in the Eaft forwarded his preten- 
fions 5 and the Norman barons, feniible o f the eon- 
fequences, expreffed the fame difcontent at the fe-

h Eadmer, p. 57. 1 Ibid* k Hoveden, p. 4-5 2 .
* M. Paris* p. 40*
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c h a p * paration o f the dutchy and kingdom, which had 
^ Vl'_ t appeared on the acceffion of William, Robert de 

3101, Belefme earl of Shrewibuty and Arundel, William 
de la Warrenne earl of Surrey, Arnulf de Mont
gomery, Walter Giffard, Robert de Pontefraft, 
Robert de Mallet, Y vo  de Grentmefnil, and .many 
others of the principal nobilitym, invited Robert 
to make an attempt upon England, and promifed, 
on his landing, to join him with all their forces. 
Even the Teamen were affedted with the general po
pularity of his name, and they carried over to him 
the greater part of a fleet which had been equipped 
to oppofe his paflage, Henry, in this extremity, 
began to be apprehenfive for his life, as well as for 
his crown; and had recourfe to the fuperftition o f 
the people, in order to oppofe their fentiment of 
juftice. He paid diligent court to Anfelm,' whofe 
fandtity and wifdom he pretended to revere. H e 
confulted him in all difficult emergencies $ feemed 
to be governed by him in every meafure 5 promifed 
a ftrict regard to ecclefiaftical privileges; profefied 
a great attachment to Rome, and a refolution of 
perfevering in an implicit obedience to the decrees 
o f councils and to the will of the ibvereign pontiff, 
By thefe carefies and declarations he entirely gained 
the confidence of the primate, whole influence over 
the people, and authority with the barons, were of 
die utmoft fervice to him in his prefent fituation. 
Anfelm fcrupled not to allure the nobles of the 
king's lincerity in thofe proieflions which he made, 
of avoiding the tyrannical and oppreffive govern
ment of his father and brother; H e even rode 
through the ranks of the army, recommended to 
the foldiers the defence of their prince, 'reprefented 
the duty of keeping their oaths of allegiance, and 
prognosticated to them the greateit happinefs from 
the government of fo wife and juft a fovereign. By

m Order, Vital, p. 785,
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this expedient, joined to the influence of the earls 
ofW arwicand Mellent, o f Roger Bigod, Richard , v,~
de Red vers, and Robert Fitz-Hamon, powerful noi, 
barons, who ftill adhered to the prefent govern
ment, the army was retained in the king’s intercity, 
and marched, with feeming union and firm nets, to 
opp-ofe Robert, who had landed with his forces at 
Portfm'outh.

T he two armies lay in fight of each other for Accom* 
fome days without coming to action; 'and both 
princes, being apprehenfive o f the event, which bert. 
would probably be dec! five, hearkened the more 
willingly to the couniels of Anfelm and the other 
great men who mediated an accommodation be
tween them. After employing fome negociation* 
k  was agreed that Robert fhould reiign his preten- 
fions to England, and receive in lieu of them an 
annual penfion of 3000 marks; that if  either o f the 
princes died without illue, the other fhould fucceed 
to his dominions; that the adherents of each 
fhould be pardoned, ana rellored to all their pof- 
ieilions either in Normandy or England; and that 
neither Robert nor Henry fhould thenceforth en
courage, receive, or proteft the enemies o f the 
other".

T h is  treaty, though calculated io much for n o : ,  
Henry’s advantage, he was the firft to violate. He 
reftored indeed the eflates o f all Robert’s adherents; 
but was fecretly determined, that noblemen fo 
powerful and fo ill affefted, who had both inclina
tion and ability to difturb his government, fhould 
not long remain unmolefted in their prefent opu
lence and grandeur. H e began with the earl of 
Shrewfbury, who was 'watched for fome time by 
fpies, and then ind idled on a charge, con fitting of 
forty-five articles. This turbulent nobleman, know
ing his own guilt, as well as the prejudices of his

11 Chron. Sax. p. 203. W. Malmef, p, 155.
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judges and the power of his profecutor, had re- 
courle to arms for defence i But being foon fup~ 
preffed by the adrivity and addrefs of Henry, he 
was banifhed the kingdom, and his great eilate was 
confifcated. His ruin involved that of his two bro
thers, Arnulf de Montgomery, and Roger earl of 
Lancafter. Soon after followed the profecution 
and condemnation of Robert de Pontefradt and 
Robert de Mallet, who had diftinguifhed themfelves 
among Robert's adherents. William de Warenne 
was the next vidtim; Even William earl of Corn- 
wal, fon of the earl of Mortaigne, the king's uncle, 
having given matter of fufpicion againft him, loft 
all the vaft acquifirions of his family in England. 
Though the ufual violence and tyranny of the Nor
man barons afforded a plaufible pretence for thofe 
profecutions, and it is probable that none of the 
fentences pronounced againft thefe noblemen was 
wholly iniquitous j .men. eafily faw or conjedbured 
that the chief part of their guilt was not the injuftice 
or illegality of their condudt. Robert, enraged at 
the fate of his friends, imprudently ventured to 
come into England; and he remonftrated with his 
brother, in fevere terms, againft this breach of 
treaty: But met with fo bad a reception, that he 
began to apprehend danger to his own liberty, 
and was glad to purchafe an efcape, by refigning 
his penfion.

T h e  indifcretion of Robert foon expofed him to 
more fatal injuries. This prince, whofe bravery 
and candour procured him reipedt while at a dis
tance, had no fooner attained the pofleffion of 
power and enjoyment of peace, than all the vigour 
of his mind relaxed $ and he fell into contempt 
among thofe who approached his perfon or were 
iubjedted to his authority. Alternately abandoned 
to diffokite pleafures and to womaniih fuperftition, 
he was fo remifs, both in the care of his treafure 
and the exercife of his government, that his fervants

* pillaged
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pillaged his money with impunity. ftole from him 
his very clothes, and proceeded thence to pra&ife 
every fpecies of extortion on his defencelefs fub- 
jedts. The barons, whom a fevere adminiftration 
alone could have reftrained, gave reins to their 
unbounded rapine upon their vaiials, and inveterate 
animoiities againft each other; and all Normandy, 
during the reign o f this benign prince, was become 
a fcene o f violence and depredation- The Nor- 
mans at laft, obferving the regular government 
which Henry, notwithftanding his ufurped title, 
had been able to eftabliih in England, applied to 
him, that he might ufe his authority for the fup- 
preilion o f thefe diforders; and they thereby afforded 
him a pretence for interpoiing in the affairs of Nor
mandy. Inftead of employing his mediation to 
render his brother's government reipe&able, or to 
redrefs the grievances of the Normans; he was only 
attentive to fupport his own partifans, and to in- 
creafe their number by every art of bribery, in
trigue, and iniinuation. Having found, in a vifit 
which he made to that dutchy, that the nobility 
were more difpofed to pay fubmiffion to him than 
to their legal fovereign, he collected, by arbitrary 
extortions on England, a great army and treafure, 
and returned next year to Normandy, in a iituation 
to obtain, either by violence or corruption, the do
minion of that province. H e took Bayeux by 
ftorm after an obftinate fiege: H e made himfelf 
mailer of Caen by the voluntary fubmiffion of the 
inhabitants: But being repulfed at Falaife, and 
obliged by the winter feafon to raife the iiege, he 
returned into England -s after giving affurances to 
his adherents that he w?onld perlevere in fupporting 
and protecting them,

N e x t  year he opened the campaign with the iiege 
of Tenchebray; and it became evident, from his 
preparations and progrefs, that he intended to ufiirp 
the entire poffeffion of Normandy- Robert was at

■ Y  2 laft
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lait roufed from his lethargy ; and being fupported 
by the earl of Mortaigne and Robert de Rellefme, 
the king’s inveterate enemies, he raifed a coniider- 
able army, and approached his brother's camp* 
with a view of finiihing, in one decifive battle, the 
quarrel between them. H e was now entered on 
that feene of adion in which alone he was qualified 
to excel; and he fo animated his troops by his ex
ample., that they threw the Englifh into diforder, 
and had nearly obtained the vi&ory°; when the 
flight of Bellefme fpread a panic among the Nor- 
mans, ' and ocçafioned their total defeat. Henry, 
befides doing great execution oh the enemy, made 
near ten thoufand prifoners ; among, whom was 
duke Robert himfelf, and'all the moil confiderable 
barons, who adhered to his i n t e r e f t s T h i s  vic
tory was followed by the final reduction of Nor
mandy': Rouen immediately fubmitted to the con
queror: Falaife, after fome négociation, opened 
its gates; and by this aequifition, befides ren
dering himfelf mailer of an important fortrefs, he 
got into his hands prince William, the only fon. 
of Robert: H e affembled the ilates o f Normandy; 
and having received' the homage of ail the vafTals 
of the dutchy, having fettled the government, re
voked his brother's donations, and difmantled the 
cailles lately built, he' returned into England, and 
carried along with him the duke as priibner. That 
unfortunate prince was detained in cuftody during 
the remainder of his life, which was no lefs than 
twenty-eight years, and he died in the caille of 
Cardiff in Glamorganfhire ; happy if, without lofing 
his liberty, he could have relinquifhed that power 
which he was not qualified either to hold or exer- 
crife. Prince William was committed to the care ' 
of Helie de St. Saen, who had married Robert's 
natural daughter, and who being a man of probity

0 H. Hunt, p. 37g, M. Paris, p. 43. Brampton, p. ïqqz,
P Eadmcr, p. 90. Chron. Sax, p. 414. Order. Vital, p. Sii.
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and honour beyond what was ufual in thofe ages, 
executed the truft with great affeftion and fidelity. 
Edgar Atheling, who had followed Robert in the. 
expedition to Jerufalem, and who had lived with 
him ever fince in Normandy, was another illuf- 
trious prifoner taken in the battle o f Tenchebray q. 
Henry gave him' his liberty, and fettled a fmall 
penfion on him, with which he retired; and he 
lived to a good old age in England, totally ne
glected and forgotten. This prince was diftin- 
guifhed by perfonal bravery: But nothing can be 
a ftronger proof of his mean talents in every other 
refped, than that, .notwithstanding he poileiled the 
affiedtions of the Englifh, and enjoyed the only legal 
title to the throne, he was allowed, during the 
reigns of fo many violent and jealous ufurpers, to 
live unmolefted, and go to his grave in peace.

A  l i t t l e  after Henry had completed the con- 
queft of Normandy, and fettled the government of 
that province, he finiihed a controverfy, which had 
been long depending between him and the pope, 
with regard to the inveffitures in ecclefiafrical be
nefices ; and though he was here obliged to relin- 
quifh fome of the ancient rights o f the crown, he 
extricated himfeif from the difficulty on eaiier terms 
than moft princes, who in that age w-ere fo un
happy as to be engaged in difputes with the apofo 
tolic fee. The king's iituarion, in the beginning 
of his reign, obliged him to pay great court to 
Anfelm : The advantages which he had reaped 
from the zealous friendihip of that prelate, had 
made him fenfible how prone the minds o f his 
people were to fuperftition, and what an afcendant 
the ecclefiaftics had been able to affume over 
them. H e had ieerj, on the acceffion of his bro
ther Rufus, that though the rights ot primogeni
ture were then violated, and'the inclinations of al-
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molt all the barons thwarted, yet the authority of 
Lanfran^, the primate, had prevailed over all other 
coniideranons: His own cafe, which was ftill more 
unfavourable, afforded an ■ inftance in which the 
clergy , had more evidently fhewn their influence 
and authority. Thefe recent examples, while they 
made him cautious not to offend that powerful 
body, convinced him, at the fame time, that it 
was extremely his intereft to retain the former pre
rogative of the crown in filling offices of fuch vaft 
importance, and to check the ecclefiaftics in that 
independence to which they vifibly afpired. The 
choice , which his brother, in a fit o f penitence, 
had made of Anfelm, was fo far unfortunate to the 
king's pretenfions, that this prelate was celebrated 
for his piety and zeal, and aufterity of manners $ 
and though his monkifh devotion and narrow prin
ciples prognoflicated no great knowledge of the 
world or depth of policy, he was, on that very ac
count, a more dangerous inftrument in the hands 
of politicians, and retained a greater afcendant 
over the bigoted populace. The prudence and 
temper of the king appear in nothing more con- 
fpicuous than in the management of this delicate 
affair; where he was always fenfible that it had 
become neceffary for him ro rifque his whole crown, 
in order to preferve the moil invaluable jewel of itK 

A n s e l m  had no fooner returned from banlili- 
ment, than his refufal to do homage to the king 
raifed a difpute, which Henry evaded at that cri
tical junfture, by promifmg to fend a meffenger, 
in order to compound the matter with Pafcal II, 
who then filled the papal throne. The meflenger, 
as was probably forefeen, returned with an abfo- 
lute refufal of the king's demands q; and that for
tified by many reafons, which were well qualified to 
operate on the underitandings of men in thofe ages.

p E^dmeiv p» 5$, s W . Malm. p.
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Fafcal quoted the fcriptures, to prove that Chrift C 
was the door; and he thence inferred, that all ec- , 1
elefiaftics muft enter into the church through Chrift noj. 
alone, not through the civil magiftrate, or any 
profane laymenr. "  It is monftrous,”  added the 
pontiff, £c that a fon ihould pretend to beget his 
iC father, or a man to create his God : Priefts are 
tc called gods in fcripture, as being the vicars o f 
<c God: And will you, by your abominable pre- 

teniions to grant them their inveftlture, affume 
the right of creating them5 ?19 
B u t  how convincing ibever thefe arguments, they 

could not perfuade Henry to refign fo important a 
prerogative; and, perhaps, as he was poileffed o f 
great reflexion and learning, he thought that the 
abfurdity of a man’s creating his God, even allow
ing priefts to be gods, was not urged with the beft 
grace by the Roman pontiff. But as he deGred 
frill to avoid, at leaft to delay, the coming to any 
dangerous extremity with the church, he perfuaded 
Anfelm, that he ihould be able, by farther negoti
ation, to attain fome compoGtion with Palcal; and 
for that purpofe he dilpatched three bifhops to 
Rome, while Anfelm fent two mefiengers of his 
own, to be more fully allured of the pope’s inten
tions h Pafcal wrote back letters equally pofitive 
and arrogant, both to the king and primate; ur
ging to the former, that by afluming the right of in- 
veftitures, he committed a kind of fpiritual adul- 

. tery with the church, who was the ipoufe o f Chrift, 
and who muft not admit of fuch a commerce with 
any other peribn *; and inftfting with the latter, 
that the pretenfion of kings to confer benefices was
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the fouree of all fimony ;■ a topic which had but too 
much foundation in thofe ages w,

H e h r y  had now no other expedient than to fup- 
prefs the letter addreffed to himfelf, and to perfuade* 
the three biiliops to prevaricate, and aflfert upon 
t.heir epifcopal faith, that Pafcal had affbred them, 
in private of his good intentions towards Henry, 
and of his refoiution not to refent; any. future' exer- 

* tion of his prerogative in granting inveftitures; 
though he himfelf fcrupled to " give this afiurance 
under his band, left .other princes ihould copy the 
example, and affume a like privilege \  Anfelrrfs 
two meffengers, who were monks,- affirmed to him, 
that it was, impoffible this ftory could have any 
foundation: But their word was not deemed equal 
to that of three bifhops j and the king, as if he had 
finally gained his caufe, proceeded to fill the fees of 
Hereford and Salifbury,. and to inveft fhe new bi- 
jfhops in the ufuai manner7. But Anfelm, who, 
as he had good reafon, gave no,credit to the affever- 
ari'on of the king's meffengers, refufed not only to 
confecrate them, but even to communicate with 
them; and the biftiops themfelves, finding how 
odious they were become, returned to Henry the 
enfigns of their dignity. The quarrel every day 
in c re afed be tween the king and th e pri ma te : The 
former, notwithfianding the prudence and modera
tion. of his temper, threw out menaces againft fueh 
as ihould pretend to cppofe him in exerting.the an
cient prerogatives of his crown: And Anfelm, fen- 
fibie of his own dangerous fituation, defired leave 
to make a journey to Rome, in order to lay the 
cafe before the fovereign pontiff. Henry, well 
pleaded to rid“ himfelf without violence, of fo in
flexible an antagonift, readily granted him permit* 
lion. ■ The prelate was attended to the ftiore by in-

'v Eadmer, p. 64.. 6 6 *  ̂ .E.admer, p. 65. W , Malm., p. 2.2,5,
Y Eiulmei-j p. 66. W . Malm, p. 225,, Hoveden, p. 4-69*' Sim. 
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finl# multitudes, not only monks and clergymen, C1M*P. 
but people of all ranks, who fcrupled not An this t / -> 
manner to declare for their primate againft their 1107. 
fovereign, and who regarded his departure as the 
final abolition of religion and true piety in the 
kingdom *. The king, however, feized all the re
venues .of his fee; and', fent William de Warelwaft 
to negotiate with Pafcal, and tô  find fome means 
o f accommodation in this delicate, affair.

T he Engliih mlnifter told Pafcal, that his ma
iler would rather loofe his crown, than part with 
the right of granting inveftitures. And I/* re
plied Pafcal, “  would rather lofe my head than al-

low him to retain it V* Henry iecretly prohi
bited Anfelm from returning, unlefs he refolved to 
conform himfelfro the laws and ufages o f the king
dom; and the primate took up his refidenceat L y T 
ons, in expectation that the king would at laft be 
obliged to yield the point which was the prefent * 
objeCt of controverfy between them. Soon after, 
he was permitted to return to his monaftery at Bee 
in Normandy; and Henry, befides reftoring to him 
the revenues of his fee, treated him with the greateft 
reipeCt, and held feveral conferences with him, in 
order to foften his oppofition, and bend him to fub- 
miffionb. The people of England, who thought 
all differences now accommodated, were inclined to 
blame their primate for abfenting himfelf fb long 
from his charge; and he daily received letters from 
his partifans, representing the neceffity o f his ipeedy 
return. The total extinction, they told him, o f 
religion and Chriftianity was likely to enfue from 
the want of his fatherly care; The moil fhocking 
cuftoms prevail in England : And the dread of his 
fevericy being now removed, iodomy, and the prac
tice of wearing long hair, gain ground among all 
ranks'of men, and thefe enormities openly appear

z Eatlmer, p. 71. a Esdmer, p. 73. W. Malm. p. ^ 6 .
M . Paris, p. 4-0. b Hovedcn. p, 47? ■
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c h a p , every where, without fenfe of ihame or fear oi 

V1‘ niihmentc.
IJO7, T he polity of the court o f Rome has commonly 

been much admired; and men/judging by fuccefs, 
have beftowed the higheft eulogies on that pru
dence by which a power, from fuch ilender begin
nings, could advance, without force of arms, to 
eftablifti an univerfal and almoft abfolute monarchy 
in Europe. But the wifdom of fo long a fucceffion 
o f men who filled the papal throne, and who were 
o f fuch different ages, tempers, and interefts, is 
not intelligible, and could never have place in na
ture. The inftrument, indeed, with which they 
wrought, the ignorance and iuperftition of the peo
ple, is fo grofs an engine, of fuch univerfal preva
lence, and fo little liable to accident or diforder, that 
it may be iuccefsful even in the moft unfkilful 
hands; and icarce any indiferetion can.fruflrate ita 
operations. While the court of Rome was openly 
abandoned to the moft flagrant diforders, even 
While it was torn with fchifms and factions, the 
power of the church daily made a fenfible progrefs 
in Europe; and the temerity of Gregory and cau
tion of Pafcal were equally fortunate in promoting 
it. The clergy, feeling the neceffity which they 
lay under of being protected againft the violence of 
princes or rigour of the laws, were well pleafed tq 
adhere to a foreign head, who, being removed from 
the fear of the civil authority, could freely employ 
the power of the whole church in defending her an
cient or ufurped properties and privileges, when 
invaded in any particular country: The monks, 
defirous of an independence on their diocefans, pro- 

/feffed a ftill more devoted attachment to the triple 
crown; and the ftupid people poflefTed no fcience 
or reafon, which they could oppofe to the moft ex
orbitant preteniions. Nonfenfe pafled for demeuv-

e Eci&ner, p. 8j.

fixation?



ftration: The moll criminal means were fan&ified c 
by the piety of the end : Treaties were not fuppof- ' t 
ed to be binding, where the interefts of God were jipj* 
concerned : The ancient laws and cuftoms of ftates 
had no authority againft a divine right: Impudent 
forgeries were received as authentic monuments o f 
antiquity: And the champions o f holy churchy i f  
fuccefsful, were celebrated as heroes * i f  unfortu
nate, were worfhipped as martyrs 5 and all events 
thus turned out equally to the advantage o f clerical 
usurpations, Pafcal himfelf the reigning pope, 
was, in the courfe of this very eontroverfy concern
ing inveilitures, involved in eircumftances, and ne- 
ceilitated to follow a conduit, which would have 
drawn difgrace and ruin on any temporal prince 
that had been fo unfortunate as to fall into a like 
iituation* His perfon was feized by the emperor 
Henry V . and he was obliged, by a formal treaty, 
to refign to that rfionarch the right o f granting in
vestitures, for which they had fo long contended4*
In order to add greater folemnity to this agreement, 
the emperor and pope communicated together on 
the fame hofte; one half of which was given to the 
prince, the other taken by the pontiff: The moil 
tremendous imprecations were publicly denounced 
on either of them who ihould violate the treaty;
Y et no fooner did Pafcal recover his liberty, than 
he revoked all his conceftions, and pronounced the 
fentence of excommunication againft the emperor, 
who, in the end, was obliged to fobmit to the 
terms required o f him, and to yield up all his pre- 
tenfions, which he never could refume \

T he king of England had, very nearly fallen into 
the fame dangerous fituation; Pafcal had already 
excommunicated the earl o f Mellent, and the other

d W. Malm. p. 167.
e Padre Paolo lypra benef. eccleft p, n z ,  W . Malmef. p. 170,

Chron. Abb. St. Petri de Burgo, p, 63* Sim. D unelm, p. 133.
minifters
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C H A P ,  rninifters of Henry, who were inftrumental in fup- 
porting his pretenfionsf : H e daily, menaced the 

k 1,07. king himfelf with a like fentence $ and he fufpended 
the blow only to give him leifure to prevent it by a 
timely fubmiffion. The malcontents waited impa
tiently for the opportunity o f difturbing his govern
ment by confpiracies and infurre6tiqnss: The 
king’s beft friends were anxious at the profpeit of 
an incident which would fet their religious and civil 
duties at variance: And the countefs of Blois, his 
lifter, a grincefs of piety, who had great influence 
over him, was affrightened with the danger of her 
brother’s eternal damnation Henry, on the other 
hand, feemed determined to run all hazards, rather 
than refign a prerogative of fuch importance, 
which had been enjoyed by all his predeceiTors $ 
and it feemed probable, from his great prudence 
and abilities, that he might be able to fuftain his 
rights, and finally prevail in the conteft. While 
Pafcal and Henry thus flood mutually in awe of 
each other, it was the more eafy to bring about an 
accommodation between them, and to find a me
dium in which they might agree.

Compro- Before bifhops took pofleffion of their dignities, 
rniie with they had formerly been accuftomed to pafs through 
Anfelm. tw0 ceremonies:: They received from the hands of 

the fovereign a ring and c roller, as fymbols of their 
office; and this was called their inveftiture: They 
aifo made thofe fubmiffions to' the prince which 
were required of vaffals by the rites of the feudal 
law, and which received the name of homage. And 
as the king might refufe both to grant the invefti- 
ture and to receive the homage, though the chapter 
had, by fome canons of the middle age, been en
dowed with the right of eleilion,. the fovereign had 
in reality the foie power of appointing prelates.

 ̂ Eadmer, p, 79* ® Ibid. p. So»  ̂ Ibid. p. 79.
Urban
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Urban II, had equally deprived laymen of the rights c H A F* 
o f granting Inveftiture and of receiving homage1 : g
The emperors never were able, by all their wars no*/, 
and negotiations, to make any diftin&rion be ad
mitted between them: The interpolation of profane 
laymen, in any particular, was ftill reprefented as f . 
impious and abominable: And the church openly 
afpired to a total independence on the ftate. But 
Henry had put England, as well as Normandy, 
in fuch a fituation as gave greater weight to his ne
gotiations; and Pafcal was for the prefent fatisEed 
with his refigning the right o f granting inveftitures, 
by which" the ipiritual dignity was fuppoied to be 
conferred ; and he allowed the biihops to do ho
mage for their temporal properties and privileges k.
T h e pontiff was well pleafed to have made this ac- 
quifitiori, which, he hoped, would in time involve 
the whole: And the king, anxious to procure an 
efcape from a very dangerous fituation, was con
tent to retain fome, though a more precarious au
thority, in the election of prelates.

A f t e r  the principal controveriy was accommo
dated, it was not difficult to adjuft the other differ
ences. The pope allowed Anfelm to communicate 
with the prelates who had already received invefti- 
tures from the crowns and he only required o f 
them fome fubmiffions for their paft mifconduQ: K 
H e alfo granted Anfelm a plenary power o f reme
dying every other diforder, which, he faid, might 
arife from the barbaroufnefs of the country m. Such 
was the idea which the popes then entertained o f 
the Enghfh; and nothing can be a ftronger proof 
of the miferable ignorance in which that people 
were then plunged, than that a man, who iac on 
the papal throne, and who fubfifted by abfurdities

* Eadmer, p. 91. W . Malm. p. 163, Sim. Dunelm- p. 230,
k Eadmer, p. 91. W . Malm. p. 164., z z f .  Hoveden, p. 47*- 

M, Paris, p. 4.3, T . Rudb. p, 474.. Brompion, p, iooo, Wilkins,
P< 303. ChVon. DunfE p, 31, 1 Eadmer, p. $7. m Ibid, p, 91.
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C H A P. and nonfenfe, fhould think himfelf intitled to treat 
them as barbarians.

D u r i n g  the courfe of thefe controverfies, a 
fynod was held at Weftminfter, where the king, 
intent only on the main difpute, allowed fome ca
nons of lefs importance to be enabled, which tend
ed to promote the ufurpations of the clergy. The 
celibacy of priefts was enjoined ; a point which it 
was ftill found very difficult to carry into execution: 
And even laymen were not allowed to marry within 
the feventh degree of affinityn* By this contriv
ance the pope augmented the profits which he reap
ed from granting difpenfations; and likewife thofe 
from divorces. For as the art of writing was then 
rare, and pariih regifters were not regularly kept, 
it was not eafy to afcertain the degrees of affinity 
even among people of rank; and any man who had 
money fufficient to pay for it, might obtain a di
vorce* on pretence that his wife was more nearly 
related to him than was permitted by the canons. 
The fynod alfo pafled a vote, prohibiting the laity 
from wearing long hair0. The averfion o f the 
clergy to this mode was not confined to England. 
When the. king went to Normandy, before he had 
conquered that province, the bifhop of Seez, in a 
formal harangue, earneftly exhorted him to redrefs 
the manifold diforders under which the government 
laboured, and to oblige the people to poll their hair 
in a decent form. Henry, though he would not 
refign his prerogatives to the church, willingly 
parted with his hair: H e cut it in the form which 
they required of him, and obliged all the courtiers 
to imitate his examplep.

T h e  acquifition of Normandy was a great point 
of Henry's ambition; being the ancient patrimony 
of his family, and the only territory, which, while 
in his pofipiiion, gave hirn any weight or confider-

Wars
abroad.

n Eadmer, p. 67, 68, Spelm. Cone, vol. ii. p,
41 Eadmer, p, 63 , p „Order. Vital, p, 816,
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ntion on the continent: But the injuftiee of his 
ufurpation was the fource o f great inquietude, in
volved him in frequent wars, and obliged him to 
impofe on his Engliih fubje&s thofe many heavy 
and arbitrary taxes, o f which all the hiftorians o f 
that age unanimoufly complaint His nephew 
William was but fix years of age, when he com
mitted him to the care of Helie de St. Saen; and k  
is probable, that his reafon for intrufting that im
portant charge to a man of fo unblemiihed a eha- 
rafter, was to prevent all malignant fufpicions, in 
cafe any accident fhould befal the life o f the young 
prince. H e foon repented of his choice ; but when 
he defired to recover pofleffion o f  William’s per- 
Ion, Helie withdrew his pupil, and carried him to 
the court of Fulk count of Anjou, who gave him 
proteilionr. In proportion as the prince grew up 
to man's eftate, he difcovered virtues becoming his 
birth; and wandering through different courts o f 
Europe, he excited the friendly companion o f 
many princes, and raifed a general indignation 
againft his uncle, who had fo unjuftly bereaved him 
o f his inheritance. Lewis the Grois, fon of Phi
lip, was at this time king o f  France, a brave and 
generous prince, who having been obliged during 
the lifetime o f  his father, to fly into England, in 
order to efcape the perfections o f his flep-mother 
Bertrude, had been protefted by Henry, and had 
thence conceived a perfonal friendihip for him. But 
thefe ties were foon diffolved after the acceffion o f 
Lewis, who found his interefts to be in fo many 
particulars oppofite to thofe of the Engliih monarch, 
and who became fenfible of the danger attending 
the annexation of Normandy to England. H e 
joined, therefore, the counts of Anjou and Flan
ders in giving difquiet to Henry’s government;

3 Eadmer, p, S3. Chron. Sax. p. s i t ,  21s, 213- 219» azo, 22?* 
H. Hunt. p. 3S0, Hoveden, p. 4.70. Ann, Waved, p, 143*

r Order. Vital, p, 837.
and

H E N R Y  I. n s
C R A P .

11-97.



■co H I S T O R Y  OF E N G L A N D .
CHAP,  and this 'monarch* in order to defend his foreign 
^  V1‘ f dominions* found himfeif obliged to go over to 

mo. Normandy* where he refuted two years. The war 
which ehfued among thofe princes was attended 
with no memorable event* and produced only flight 
ikirmifhes on the frontiers* agreeably to the weak 
condition of the fovereigns hr that age* whenever 
■ their fubjefts were not routed by fome great and 
Urgent occafion. Henry* by contracting his eldelt 
fon William to the daughter of Fulk* detached 

. that prince from the alliance* and obliged the 
others to come to an accommodation with him* 
This peace was not of long duration. His nephew* 
William* retired to the court of Baldwin earl, of 
Flanders, who efpoufed his caufe* and the king 

; of France having feon after* for other reafons, 
joined the party* a new war was kindled in Nor
mandy* which produced - no event more memora- 

*n3, ble than had attended the former. A t laft the 
cleath of Baldwin* who was flain in an aCtion near 
Eu* .gave fome refpite to Flenry* and enabled him 
•to carry on war with more advantage againit his 
enemies. . 1

L e w i s  finding himfeif unable to wreft Norman
dy from the king by force of arms* had recourte to 
the dangerous expedient of applying to the fpimual 
power* and of affording the ecclefiafiics a pretence 
to interpoie in the temporal concerns of. princes. 
He carried young William to a general council* 
which was affembled at Rheirris by pope Calix- 
tus II. prdented, the Norman prince to them* com
plained of the manifeft ufurpation and. injuftice of 
Henry, craved the afiiilance of die church for re- 
inftating the true heir in his dominions* and repre  ̂
fented the enormity of detaining in captivity fo 
brave a prince as Robert, one of the moil eminent 
champions of the crofs, and who, by that very qua
lity* was placed/under the immediate protection 
of the holy fee. Henry knew how to defend the



rights of his crown with vigour* and yet with dex- C A A  P* 
terity. H e had fent over the Engliih biihops to 
this fynod; but at the fame time had warned them 1119. 
that Ir any farther claims were ftarted by the pope 
or the ecclefiaftics* he was determined to adhere to 
the laws and cuftorns of England* sand maintaia 
the prerogatives tranfmitted to him by his prede- 
ceffors. G o,” faid he to them* “  falute, the 
“  pope in my name; hear his apoftolical precepts $

but take care to bring none of his new inven- 
<c tions into my kingdom.”  Finding, however, 
that it would be caller for him to elude than oppofe 
the efforts of Calixtus* he gave his ambaffadors 
orders to gain the pope and his favourites by liberal 
prefents and promifes. The complaints o f the 
Norman prince were thenceforth heard with great 
coldneis by the council; and Calixtus confefted, 
after a conference which he had the lame fummer 
with Henry* and when that prince probably renew
ed his prefents, that, o f all men whom he had ever 
yet been acquainted with* he was beyond compa- 
rifon the moft eloquent and perfuafive.

T he warlike meafures of Lewis proved as inef- 
fedfcual as his intrigues. H e had laid a fcheme for 
iurpriiing N oyon; but Henry having received 
intelligence of the defign, marched to the relief o f ' 
the place, and fuddenly attacked the French at 
Brenneville, as they were advancing towards it. A  
fharp conflict enfued; where prince William be
haved with great bravery* and the king himfelf was 
in the moft imminent danger. H e was wounded 
in the head by Crifpin, a gallant Norman officer, 
who had followed the fortunes of W illiam 5; but 
being rather animated than terrified by the blow, he 
immediately beat his antagonift to the ground* and 
fo encouraged his troops by the example, that they 
put the French to total rout, and had very nearly

5 H* Hunt. p .381. M . Paris, p. 47. DicetO, p. 503.
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c h a p , taken their king priioner. The dignity o f the pefy 
v , fons engaged in this fkirmifh, rendered it the moil 
^ ¡¿ 9 /  memorable aftion o f the war: For, in other re- 

fpeéts, it was not o f great importance. There 
were nine hundred horfemen* who fought on both 
iides ; yet were there only two perfons flain, The 
Veil were defended by that heavy armour worn by 
the cavalry in thofe times1. An accommodation 
foon after enfued between the kings o f France and 
England ; and the interefts o f young William were 
entirely negleéled in it*

i *ïo. B ut this public proiperity of Henry was much 
prince °f overbalanced by a domeftie calamity which befel 
william, him. His only ion William had now reached his 

eighteenth year and the king, from the facility 
with which he himfelf had ufurped the crown, 
dreading that a like revolution might fubvert his 
family, had taken care to have him' recognized fuc- 
ceffor by the fiâtes of the kingdom, and had car
ried him over to Normandy,*, that he.might receive 
the homage of the barons of that dutchy. The 
king, on his return, fet fail from Bar fleur, and was 
foon carried by a fair wind out of fight o f land, 
The prince was detained by feme accident; and his 
failors, as well as their captain Thomas Fkz-Ste- 
phens, having ipent the interval in drinking, were 
fo fluttered, that, being in a hurry to follow the 
king, they heedlefsly carried theL fhip on a rocky 
where fhe immediately foundered. William was- 
put into the long-boat, and had got clear o f the 
fhip; when hearing the cries o f  his natural fitter,;, 
the countefs of Perehe, he ordered the feamen to- 
row back in hopes of faving her : But the num
bers who then crowdedrin, foon funk, the boat; 
and the prince with all his retinue periihed. Above 
a hundred and forty young noblemen of the prin
cipal families of England and Normandy^ were loft

" Order. Vital, p. §5̂ *
on



Òri this occafiom A  butcher of Rouen was the 
only petibn on board who efcapedu : H e clung to 
the mail, and was taken up next morning by fifh- 
ermen. Fitz-Stephens alio took hold of the mail; 
but being informed by the butcher that prince 
William had periifced, he faid that he would not 
furvive the difaiter ; and he threw himfelf headlong 
into the ieaw. Henry entertained hopes for three 
days, that his ion had put into fome diftant port o f 
England : But when certain intelligence o f the ca
lamity was brought him, he fainted away ; and it 
was remarked, that he never after was ieen to fmile, 
nor ever recovered his wonted cheerfulneis

T he death o f William may be regarded in one 
reipeét as a misfortune to the Engliih; becaufè it 
was the immediate fource of thofe civil wars, which* 
after the demife of the king, caufed fuch confufion 
in the kingdom : But it is remarkable, that the 
young prince had entertained a violent averiion to 
the natives ; and had been heard to threaten, than 
when he ihould be king, he would make them 
draw the plough, and would turn them into beafts 
of burthen. Thefe prepoflèffions he inherited from 
his father, who, though he was wont, when it 
might ferve his purpofe, to value himfelf on his 
birth, as a native of Englandy, ihowed, in die 
courfe of his government, an extreme prejudice 
againft that people. A ll hopes of preferment, to 
eccleiiaftical as well as civil dignities, were denied 
them during this whole reign ; and any foreigner, 
however ignorant or worthlefs, was fore to have the 
preference in every competition A s the Engliih 
had given no difturbance to the government during 
the courfe o f fifty years, this inveterate antipathy in 
a prince of fo much temper as well as penetration, 
forms a prefumption that the Engliih df that age

u Sim* Dunelm. p. 242. Alured Eeverl. p. 14$. 
w Order* Vital, p. 868. x Hoveden, p, 476. Order. Vital. '
869, ? Gul* Neub. libi 1. cap. 3,  ̂Eadmeiy p. lio-
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CHAP,  v/ere ftill a rude and barbarous, people even coro :̂ 
^  VI* , pared to the Normans/ and impreffes us with' no 

iiao*- .very favourable, idea of the Anglo-Saxon manners. * 
P r i n c e  William left no children; and the king 

had not now any legitimate’: iffue; except one 
daughter, Matilda, whom in m o  he had betroth
ed, though only eight, years of age a, to the emr 
peror Henry V. and whom he had then fent over 
to be educated in.Germany*. But as her abfence 
from the kingdom, and her marriage into a foreign 
family, might endanger the fucceffion, Henry, who 
was now a widower, was induced to marry in hopes 

icing's fe* 0f  having male heirs; and he made his addreffes 
ihî e.n ai" t0 Adelais, daughter of Godfrey duke of Lovaine, 
"tiai., and niece of pope Calixtus, a young princefs of an. 

amiable perfonb. But Adelais brought him no 
children; and the prince, who was m o i likely to 
difpute the fucceffion, and even the immediate, pof- 
feffion of the crown, recovered hopes of fubverting 
his rival, who had fucceffively feized all his patri
monial dominions. William, the fon of duke Ro
bert, was ftill protefted in the French court; and 
as Henry’s connexions with the count of Anjou were 
broken off by the death of his fon, Fulk joined the 

' . party of the unfortunate prince," gave him his daugh
ter in marriage, and aided him in railing difturb- 
ances in Normandy. But Henry found the means, 
of drawing off the count, of Anjou, by forming anew 
with him a nearer connexion than the former, - and 
one more material to the interefts of that count’s 

jia;. family. The emperor, his fon-in-law, dying with
out iffue, he beftowed his daughter on.. Geoffrey, the 
eldeft fon of Fulk, and endeavoured to inlure, her 
fucceffion by having her recogniied heir to all his 
dominions, and obliging, the barons both ot Nor
mandy and England to fwear fealty to her. Fie

Chron. Sax. p. 2^. W f Malm. p. 166, Order. Vital, p. S3. 
* See note [Mj at the end of the volume. 
b Chim, Sax. p. 223, W. Malm. p. 1-65.
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, hoped that the choice o f this hufband would be 
more agreeable to all his fubjeets than that of the 
emperor; as fecuring them from the danger of fall
ing under the dominion of a great and diftant po- 
tentate, who might bring them into fubjection, and 
reduce their country to the rank of a province: But 
the barons were difpleafed, that a ftep io material to 
national interefts had been taken without confulting 
themc; and Henry had too fenfibly experienced 
the turbulence of their diipofition, not to dread the 
effefts .of their refentment, It feemed probable 
that his nephew’s party might gain force from the 
increafe of the malcontents: An acceilion o f power 
which that prince acquired a little after, tended to 
render his pretenfions ftill more dangerous, Charles 
earl of Flanders being affailinated during the cele
bration of divine fervice, king Lewis immediately 
put the yoiing prince in pofleflion o f that county, 
to which he had pretenfions in the right of his 
grandmother Matilda, wife to the Conqueror, Bufc 
William furvived a very little time this piece o f 
good fortune, which feemed to open the way to ftill 
farther profperity. H e was killed in a ikirmifh 
with the landgrave of Alface, his competitor for 
Flanders; and his death put an end, for die prefect* 
to the jealoufy and inquietude o f Henry,

T he chief , merit of this monarch’s government 
confifts in the profound tranquillity which he efta- 
hiiihed and maintained throughout all his domi
nions during the greater part of his reign. The mu
tinous barons were retained in fubj^ilioff; and his 
neighbours, in every attempt which they made upon 
him, found him fo well prepared, that they were 
difcouraged from continuing or renewing their en- 
terprifes. In ordqr to repreis the incurfions o f the 
Welfh, he brought over ibme Flemings in the year 
Vm> and fettled them in Pembrokefture, where

c W, Malm, p. 175, The annals ofWaverly, p, 1503 fayt that 
tjie king aiked and obtained the content of all the barons,

Z  3 they
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they long maintained a different language, and 
cuftoms, and manners, from their neighbours* 
Though his government feems to have been arbi
trary in England, it was judicious and prudent; 
and was as little oppreffive as the neceffity of his 
affairs would permit. H e wanted not attention to 
the redrefs of grievances; and hiftorians mention in 
particular the levying o f purveyance, which he en
deavoured to moderate and reftrain. The tenants 
in the king’s demefne lands were at that time oblig
ed to iupply gratis the court with proviiions, and to. 
furniih carriages on the fame hard terms, when the 
king made a progrefs, as he did frequently, into 
any of the counties. Thefe exadlions were ib griev
ous, and levied in fo licentious a manner, that the 
farmers, when they heard, of the approach of the 
court, often deferred their houfes, as if  an enemy 
had invaded the country *; and iheltered their per- 
fons and families in the woods, from the infults of 
the king’s retinue. Henry prohibited thole enor
mities, and puniihed the perfons'guilty of them by 
cutting off their hands, legs, or other members6* 
But the prerogative was perpetual; the remedy ap
plied by Henry was temporary; and the violence 
itfelf of this remedy  ̂ fo far from giving fecurity to 
the people, was only a proof of the ferocity of the 
government, and threatened a quick return of like 
abufes.

O ne great and difficult objedt of the king’s pru
dence was, the guarding againft the encroachments 
of the court of Rome, and prote£ring the liberties 
of the church of England, The pope, in the year 
i i o i , had fent Guy, archbiihop of Vienne, as le
gate into Britain ; and though he was the firft that 
for many years had appeared there in that chara&er, 
and his comtniffion gave general furprife f, the king, 
who was then in the commencement of his reign,

a Eadmer, p. 94, Chron. Sax, p. * c Eadmer, p. 94.
f Ibid, pf $8, 1

and
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and was involved in many difficulties., was obliged 
Co fubmit to this encroachment on his authority. 
But in the year 1116, Anfelm abbot of St, Sabas, 
who was coming over with a like legantine com- 
miffion, was prohibited from entering the king
dom 2 ; and pope Calixtus, who in his turn was then 
labouring under many difficulties, by reafon of the 
pretenfions o f Gregory, an antipope, was obliged to 
promile, that he never would for the future, except 
when folicited by the king himfelf, lend any legate 
into England11, Notwithftanding this engagement, 
the pope, as foon as he had fupprefied his antagonift, 
granted the cardinal de Crema a legantine commif- 
lion over that kingdom; and the king, who, by 
reafon o f  his nephew’s intrigues and invafions, 
found himfelf at that time in a dangerous fitimtion* 
was obliged to fubmit to the exercife o f this com- 
miffion \ A  iynod was called by the legate at Lon* 
don; where, among other canons, a vote palled, 
enafting fevere penalties on the marriages of the 
clergy *“. The cardinal, in a public harangue, de
clared it to be an unpardonable enormity, that a 
priefl fhould dare to confecrate and touch the body 
of Chrift immediately after he had rifen from the 
fide of a ftrumpet: For that was the decent appel
lation which he gave to the wives o f the clergy. 
But it happened, that the very next night, the offi
cers of juftice, breaking into a diiorderly houle, 
found the cardinal in bed with a courtezan1; an in
cident which threw fuch ridicule upon him, that he: 
immediately ftole out of the kingdom: The iynod 
broke u p ; and the canons againfl the marriage o f 
clergymen were worfe executed than everra.

£ Hoveden, p. 474, h Eadmer, p* 145, 137, * ̂ 3 *
* Chron.Sax, p. 449, k Spelm. Cone. vol. ii. p* 34*
1 Hoveden, p, 47 S, M, Paris, p. 4S. Matth. Weft, ad ann. 

1215. H. Huntingdon, p, 3S2.. It is remarkable, that this laft writer* 
who was a clergyman as well as the others, makes an apology for 
tiling fuch freedom with the fathers of the church $ but fays, that the 
ia£t was notorious, and ought not to be concealed.

m Chron. Sax. p. £34.
Z  4 H enry*
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H e n r y , in order to prevent this alternate re Yew 
lution of conceffions and encroachments, fent W il
liam, then archbifhop of Canterbury, to remon- 
ftrate with the court of Rome againft thofe abufes, 
and to affert'the liberties of the Engliih church., It 
was a ufual maxim with every pope, when he found 
that he could not prevail in any pretenfion, to grant 
princes or ftates a power which they had always ex- 
ercifed, to refume at a proper jun&ure the claim 
which feemed to be refigned, and to pretend that 
the civil magiftrate had pofleifed the authority only 
from a fpecial indulgence of the Rom^n pontiff. 
After this manner, the pope, finding that the French 
nation would not admit his claim of granting invef- 
titures, had paffed a bull, giving the king that au
thority; and he now prafitifed a like invention to 
elude the complaints of the king of England. He 
made the archbifhop of Canterbury his legate, re
newed his ■ commiffion from time to time, and (till 
pretended'that the rights which that prelate had ever 
exercifed as metropolitan, were entirely derived 
from the indulgence of the apoftolic fee.. The Eng
liih princes, and Henry in particular, who were- 
glad to avoid any immediate conteft of fo danger
ous a nature, commonly acquiefced by their filence 
in thefe pretenfions of the court of Rome

As every thing in England remained in tranquil
lity, Henry took the opportunity of paying a vifit 
to Normandy, to which he was invited, as well by his 
affeftion for that country, as by his tendernefs for 
his daughter the emprefs Matilda, who was always 
his favourite. ‘ Some time after, that princefs was 
delivered of a fon, who received the name of Hen
ry ; and the king, farther to enfure her fucceffion, 
made all the nobility of England and Normandy 
renew the oath of fealty, which they had already 
lworn to her11. The joy of this event, and the fa-

. * See note [N] at the end of the volume. ft W, Malm. p. 177.
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tisfa&ion which he reaped from his daughter^ com- c h a p * 
pany, who bore fucceffively two other fons, made t Vt* J 
his reiidence in Normandy very agreeable to him 0; 
and he feemed determined to pais the remainder o f 
his days in that country; when an incuriion of the 
Welih obliged him to think of returning into Eng
land. H e was preparing for the journey, but was 
feized with a fudden illnefs at St. Dennis le For- iftefBse* 
ment, from eating too plentifully of lampreys, a 
food which always agreed better with his palate than 
his conftitutionp. H e died in the fixty-feventh Heath 
year o f his age, and the thirty-fifth o f his reign; 
leaving by will his daughter Matilda heir o f all his 
dominions, without making any mention o f her 
hufband Geoffrey, who had given him feveral caufes 
of diipleafureq.

T h is  prince was one- o f the moil accomplilhed and cha- 
that has filled the Engliih throne, and poifefied all rafter 
the great qualities both of body and mind, natural 
and acquired, which could fit him for the high Ra
tion to which he attained. His peribn was manly, 
his countenance engaging, his eyes clear, ierene, 
and penetrating. The affability of his addrefs en
couraged thofe who might be overawed by the fenfe 
of his dignity or o f his wifdom; and though he 
often indulged his facetious humour, he knew how to 
temper it with difcretion, and ever kept at a dif- 
tance from all indecent familiarities with his cour
tiers, His. fuperior eloquence and judgment would 
have given him an afcendant, even had he been 
born in a private Ration; and his perfonal bravery 
would have procured him refpeit, though it had 
been lefs lupported by art and policy* By his great 
progrefs in literature, he acquired the name o f 
Beau-clercs or the fcholar: But his application to 
thofe ledentary purfuits abated nothing o f the acti
vity and vigilance o f his government; and though

° H. Hunt. p. 3S5. P H. Hunt. p* 385. M. Paris, p* £0*
q W, Malm. p. *78, ' -

the

H E N R Y  I,



c  H A P. the learning o f chat age-was better fitted to corrupt;. 
t than improve the underftandtng, his natural good 

TI;35> fenfe preferved itfelf untainted, both from the pe
dantry and fuperftition which were then fo preva
lent among men of letters. His temper was 
fufceptible of the fentiments as well o f  friendihip as 
o f refentment^ and his ambition, though high, 
might be deemed moderate and reafonable, had not 
his conduit towards his brother and nephew ihowed 
that he was too much difpofed to facrifice to it all the 
maxims of juftice and equity. But the total inca
pacity o f Robert for government afforded his 
younger brother a reafon or presence for feizing the 
feeptre both o f England and Normandy $ and- when 
violence and ufbrpation are once begun, neceifity- 
■ obliges a prince to continue in the fame criminal' 
courfe, and engages him in meafures which his bet
ter judgment and founder principles would other- 
wife have induced him to reject with warmth and; 
indignation.

K in g  Henry was much addifted to women; and 
hiftorians mention no lefs than feven illegitimate 
fens and fix daughters born to him*. Hunting 
was alfo oneof his favourite amufements 5 and he 
exercifed great rigour againft thofe who encroached 
on the royal forefts, which were augmented1 during 
his reign1, though their number and extent were 
already too great. T o  kill a flag was as criminal 
as to murder a man: H e made all the dogs be 
mutilated which were kept on the borders of his 
forefts: And he fometimes deprived his fubjeflrs of 
the liberty of hunting on their own lands, "or even 
cutting their own woods. In other refpedtshe exe
cuted juftice, and that with rigour; the heft maxim 

' which a prince in that age could follow, Stealing
was firft made capital in this reignu: Falffe coining,

r Order. Vital, p. 805. s Gemet. lib. 8. cap. 29.
c W. Malm, p. 179. . u Sim. Dunelm. p. 231. Brampton,

F* woo. FJor. Wigorn, p, 653, Hoveden, p. 471.
3 which
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\vhich was then a very common crime, and by c h a p , 
which the money had been extremely debafed, was 
feverely puniihed by Henry w. Near fifty criminal^ fisj. 
o f thi$ kind were at one time hanged or mutilated j 
and though thefe punifliments feem to have been 
exercifed in a manner fomewhat arbitrary, they 
were grateful to the people, more attentive to pre- 
fent advantages than jealous of general laws. There 
is a code which pafles under the name o f Henry I. 
but the belt antiquaries have agreed to think it 
{purious. It is however a very ancient compilation*, 
and may be uftful to inilruft us in the manners and 
c-uftoms of the times. W e learn from it, that % 
great diftinftion was then made between the Engliih 
and Normans, much to the advantage o f the lat
ter *, The deadly feuds, and the liberty o f private 
revenge, which had been avowed by the Saxon 
laws, were {till continued, and were not yet wholly 
illegaly.

A mong the laws granted on the king’s accef- 
fion, it is remarkable that the re-union o f the civil . 
and eccleiiaftical courts, as in the Saxon times, was 
enafted2. But this law, like the articles o f his 
charter, remained without effect, probably from the. 
oppofition o f archbiihop Anielrru

H enry, on his acceffion, granted a charter to 
London, which feems to have been the firft ftep 
towards rendering that city a corporation. By this 
charter, the city was empowered to keep the farm 
o f Middiefex at, three hundred pounds a year, to 
cleft its own fheriff and jufticiary, and to hold pleas 
of the crown; and it was exempted from foot,
Danegdt, trials by combat, and lodging the king’s 
retinue. Thefe, with a confirmation o f the privi
leges o f their court o f huttings, wardmotes, and

H E N R Y  L m

w Sim. Dunelm. p. 2,31. Brampton, p. jooo. Hoveden, p. 4-71. 
Annal. Waverl. p, 14.9. x LL. Hen. 1. § iS. 75,

¥ LL. Hen. §82* 3 Spelra. p. 305, Liackitone, vol. liL
P* 63. Coke, a Xnft, 70*
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c h a p * common halls, and their liberty of hunting in 
^ VI* -y Middlefex and Surrey, are the chief articles o f  this 

jj35; charter1. " . ’
* It is faid  ̂ that this prince, from indulgence to

his tenants, changed the rents o f his demefnes, 
which were formerly paid in kind, into money, 
which was more eafily remitted to the exchequer. 
But the great fcarcity of coin, would render that 
commutation difficult to be executed, while at the 
fame time provifions could not be fent to a diftant 

-quarter o f the kingdom. This affords a probable 
reafon why the ancient kings of England fo fre
quently changed their place o f abode: They carried 
their court from one place to another, that tjiey 
might confume upon the fpot the revenue of their 
feveral demefnes.

* Lambardi Archaionamia ex edit, Twifden. Wilkins, p, **3, 
ft |>hU= de Scaccario, lib* .̂ cap, 7. . '  ’ *
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Accejjion of Stephen-— —War with Scotland In- 
; furreElion in favour of Matilda—— Stephen taken

prif oner-- —.Matilda crowned— — Stephen releafed
—— -Reftored to the crown— :— Continuation of the. 
civil wars-— —Conipromife between the king and 

5 prince Henry—-—-Death of the king,

IN the progrefs and fettlement of the feudal law, G H A P** 
the male iucceffion to fiefs had taken place V1I# 

fome time before, the female was admitted 5 and 
eftates being confidered as military benefices, not 
as property,' were tranfmitted to fuch only as could 
ferve in the armies, and perform in perfon the con
ditions upon which, they were originally granted.
But when the continuance o f rights, during fome 
generations, in the fame family, had, in a great 
meafure, obliterated the primitive idea, the females 
were gradually admitted to the poifeiTion of feudal 
property; and the fame .revolution of principles 
which procured them the inheritance o f private 
eftates, naturally introduced their fuccefilon to go
vernment and authority. The failure, therefore, 
o f ’ male heirs to the kingdom of England and 
dutcfty o f Normandy, feemed to leave the; fuccef- 
fion open, without a rival, to the emprefs Matilda; 
and as Henry had made all His vafTals in both ftates 
fwear fealty to her, he prefumed that they would 
not eaiily be induced to depart at once from her 
hereditary right, and from their own reiterated 
oaths and engagements. But the irregular manner 
in which he himfelf had acquired the crown, might 
have inftructed him, that neither his Norman nor

Engliftri
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C H A P .  Engîifli fubjefts were as yet capable o f adheriftg to 
VII‘ a iti'ift rule of government ; and as every precedent 
1135* °f this kind feems to give authority to new ufurpa-̂  

tions, he had rëafon to dread, even from his own 
family, fome invaiion of his daughter's title, which 
he had taken fuch pains to1 éftabliili.

A  del a , daughter o f William the Conqueror, 
had been married to Stephen count of Blois, and 
had brought him feveral foils ; among whom Ste
phen and Éfenry, the two youngeft, had'been in
vited over to England by the late king, arid; had 
received' gréât honours, riches, and preferment, 
from the zealous frieridfbip which th*at prince bore 
to every one that had been io fortunate as to ac
quire his favbür arid good opinion. Henry, who 
had betaken hinrifélf to the ecclefiaftical profeflion, 
Was created abbot of Glaftenbury and bilhop of 
Winchefter ; and though thefe dignities were con- 
iiderable, Stephen had, from his uncle's liberality, 
attained éftablilhménts ftill more folid and durable k 
T hé king had married him to Matilda, who was 
daughter and heir of Euftace count o f Boulogne, 
and who brought him, befides that feudal fove- 
reignty in France, an immenfb property in Eng
land, which in the diftribution of lands had been 
conferred1 by the Conqueror on the family o f Bou
logne. Stephen alfo by this marriage acquired a 
new connexion with the royal family of England; 
as Mary, his wife's mother, was fitter to David the 
reigning king of Scotland, and to Matilda, the firtt 
wife of Henry, and mother o f the emprefs. The 
king, ftill imagining that he ftrengthened the in- 
terefts of his family by the aggrandifement o f Ste
phen, took pleafure in enriching him by the grant 
of new pofieffions ; and he conferred on him the 
great eftate forfeited by Robert Mallet in England, 
and that forfeited by the earl of Mortaigne in Nor-

* Gul, Nsubr, f ,  360. Brampton, p, 10*3.
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mandy* Stephen, in return, profefled great at
tachment to his uncle; and appeared fb zealous for 
the fuccefilon o f  Matilda, that, when the barons 
iwore fealty to that princefs, he contended with R o
bert earl of Gloucefter, the king's natural ion, 
who ihould firft be admitted to give her this tefti- 
many of devoted zeal and fidelityb. Meanwhile 
he continued to cultivate, by every art o f popu
larity, thê  friendfnip o f the Engllih nation $ and 
many virtues, with which he feemed to be endowed, 
favoured the fuccefs of his intentions. By his bra
very, aftivity, and vigour, he acquired the efteem 
of the barons: By his generality, and by an affable 
and familiar addrefs, unufual in that age among 
men of his high quality, he obtained the affeflions 
o f the people, particularly of the Londoners % And 
though he dared not to take any fceps towards his 
farther .grandeur, left he ihould expofe himfelf to 
the jealoufy o f ib penetrating a prince as Henry 5 
he ftill hoped that, by accumulating riches and 
power, and by acquiring popularity, he might ia 
time be able to open his way to the throne*

N o fooner. had Henry breathed his laft than Ste
phen, infenfible to all the ties o f gratitude and fide
lity, and blind to danger, gave full reins to his cri
minal ambition, and trufted that, even without any 
previous intrigue, the celerity of his enterpriie, and 
the boldnefs of his attempt, might overcome the 
weak attachment which the Engliih.and Norman^ 
in that age bore to the laws and to the rights o f their 

, fovereign. H e haftened over to England $ and 
though the citizens of Dover, and thofe of Canter
bury, apprifed of his purpofe, iliut their gates againft 
him, he flopped not till he arrived at London, where 
fome of the lower rank, inftigated by his emiiTaries, 
as well as moved by his general popularity, immedi
ately faluted him king* His nest point was to ae-

h W. Maim, p, 59a, e Ibid, p, $79. Gslfi Steph, p, 92S.
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C H A P ,  quire the good-will of the clergy; and by perform-** 

VII> ing the ceremony of his coronation, to put himfelf 
V n35‘ xn poffeffion of the throne, from which he was con

fident it would not be eafy afterwards to expel him. 
His brother, the biihop of Winchefter, was ufeful 
to him in thefe capital articles: Having gained 
Roger biihop of Saliibury, who, though he owed a 
great fortune and advancement to the favour of the 
late king, preferved no fenfe of gratitude to that 
prince’s family; he applied, in conjun&ion with 
that prelate, to William archbiihop of Canterbury, 
and required him, in virtue of his office, to give the 
royal un£tion to Stephen. The primate, who, as 
all the others, had fworn fealty to Matilda, refufed 
to perform this ceremony; but his oppofition was 
overcome by an expedient equally diffionourable 
with the other fteps by which this revolution was 
effe&ed. .Hugh Bigod, fteward of the houfehold, 
made oath before the primate, that the late king on 
his death-bed had fhown a diflatisfaftion with his 
daughter Matilda, and had expreffed his intention 
of leaving the count of Boulogne heir to all his do
minions*1. William, either believing or feigning to 
believe Bigod’s teftimony, anointed Stephen, and 

22d Dec. put the crown upon his head; and from this reli
gious ceremony that prince, without any fhadow 
either of hereditary title or confent o f the nobility or 
people, was allowed to proceed to the exercife of 
lovereign authority. Very few barons attended 
his coronatione; but none oppofed his ufurpation, 
however unjuft or flagrant. The fentiment of re
ligion which, if corrupted into fuperftition, has 
often little efficacy in fortifying the duties of civil 
fociety, was not affe&ed by the multiplied oaths 
taken in favour of Matilda, and only rendered the 
people obedient to a prince who was countenanced

J Matth. Paris, p. 51. Diceta, p. 505, Chron. DunfK p. »5« 
9 Brompton, p. TQ23,

by



by the clergy, and who had received from the"pri
mate the rite of royal unftion and confecrationf,

S t e p h e n , that he might farther fecure his totter
ing throne, paired a charter, in which he made li
beral promifes to all orders of men3 to the clergy, 
that he would ipeeflily fill all vacant benefices, and 
would never levy the rents of any of them during 
the vacancy j to the nobility, that foe would reduce 
the royal forefts to their ancient boundaries, and 
corredt all encroachments; and to the people, that 
he would remit the tax of Danegelt, and reftore the 
laws of king Edward2. The late king had a great 
treafure at Winchefter, amounting to a hundred 
thoufand pounds: And Stephen, by feizing this 
money, immediately turned againft Henry's family 
the precaution which that prince had employed for 
their grandeur and fecurity: An event which natu
rally attends the policy o f amafling. treafures. By 
means of this money the ufurper infured the com
pliance, though not the attachment, of the principal 
clergy and nobility 5 but not trufting to this frail fe
curity, he invited over from the continent, parti
cularly from Britanny and Flanders, great numbers 
of thofe bravoes or .diforderly foldiers, with whom 
every country in Europe,, by reafon of the general 
ill police' and turbulent government, extremely 
abounded h. Thefe mercenary troops guarded his 
throne by the terrors of the fword; and Stephen, 
that he might alfo overawe all malcontents by new 
and additional terrors of religion, procured a bull 
from Rome, which ratified his title, and which the 
pope, feeing this prince in pofieffion o f  the throne, 
and pleafed with an appeal to his authority in fecular 
controverfies, very readily granted him 1.

f Such ftref$ was formerly laid on the rite of coronation} that the 
monkiili writers never give any prince the title of king till he is 
crowned ; though he had for fome time been in poifdlion of the 
crownj and exefeifed all the powers of Jbvereignty.

s W. Malm, p, 179- Hoveden, p, 481. h W, Malm. p. 179.
1 Hagulftad. p. 259, 3*3,
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M a t i l d a , and her hufband Geoffrey, were as 
unfortunate in Normandy as they had been in Eng
land. The Norman nobility, moved by an here
ditary animofity againft the AngCvins, foil applied 
to Theobald count of Blois, Stephen’s elder bro
ther, for prote£lion and affiifance; but hearing 
afterwards that Stephen had got pofleffion of the 
Engliih crown, and having many of them the fame 
reafons as formerly for defiring a continuance of 
their union with that kingdom, they transferred 
their allegiance to Stephen, and put him in poffef- 
fion of their government. Lewis the younger, the 
reigning king of France, accepted the homage of 
Euftace, Stephen’s eldeft fon, for the dutchy; and 
the more to corroborate his connexions with that 
family, he betrothed his fitter Conftantia to the 
young prince. The count of Blois refigned all his 
pretenfions, and received, in lieu of them, an annual 
penfion of two thoufand marks; and Geoffrey him- 
ielf was obliged4:o conclude a truce for two years 
with Stephen, on condition of the king’s paying 
him, during that time, a penfion of five thoufandk. 
Stephen, who had taken a journey to Normandy, 
finiihed all thefe tranfaftions in perfon, and foon 
after returned to England.

R o b e r t  earl of Glocefter, natural fon of the 
late king, was a man of honour and abilities; and 
as he was much attached to the interefts of his fitter 
Matilda, and zealous for the lineal fucceffion, it 
was chiefly from his intrigues and refiftance that 
the king had reafon to dread a new revolution of 
government. This noblerfian, who was in Nor
mandy when he received intelligence o f Stephen’s 
acceffion, found himfelf much embarrafifed con
cerning the meafures which he fhould purfue in that 
difficult emergency. T o  fwear allegiance to the 
ufurper appeared to him difhonoufable, and a

k M4. Paris, p, 53*
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breach of his oath to Matilda: T o  refufe giving c  
this pledge of his fidelity* was to banifh h i m f e l f * f 
from England, and be totally incapacitated from n%6* 
ferving the royal family, or contributing to their 
reftoration h H e offered Stephen to do him ho
mage, and to take the oath of fealty $ but with an 
exprefs condition that the king fhould maintain all 
his ftipulations, and fhould never invade any o f 
Robert's rights or dignities : And Stephen, though 
fenfible that this referve, fo unufual in itfelf, and fb 
unbefitting the duty of a fubjefl:, was meant only to 
afford Robert a pretence for a revolt on the firft fa
vourable opportunity, was obliged, by the nume
rous friends and retainers of that nobleman, to re
ceive him on thofe terms The clergy, who 
could fcarcely at this time be deemed fubjefts to 
the crown, imitated that dangerous example : They 
annexed to their oaths o f allegiance this condition, 
that they were only bound fo long as the king de
fended the ecclefiaftical liberties, and fupported the 
riifcipline of the church \  The barons, in return 
for their fubmiffion, exafted terms frill more de- 
ftruftive of public peace, as well as of royal au
thority : Many of them required the right o f forti
fying their caftles, and of putting themfelves in a 
pofture of defence ; and the king found himfelf to
tally finable to refiife his confent to this exorbitant 
demand A ll England was immediately filled with 
thofe fort re fies, which the noblemen garrifoned 
either with their vaffals, or with licentious foldiers, 
who flocked to them from all quarters. Unbounded 
rapine was exercifed upon the people for the main
tenance of thefe troops; and private animofities, 
which had with difficulty been reftrained by law, 
now breaking out without control, rendered Eng
land a fcene of uninterrupted violence and devalua
tion* Wars between the nobles were carried on

1 Malmef, p. 179. ® Ibid. M. Paris, p, 51*
n W* Malm. p. 179, 0 Ibid, p, jSo,
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c h a p  with-the utmoft fury in every quarter; the barons 
vn * even affumed the right , o f coining money, and of 

exerciiing, without appeal, every aft of jurifdi£tionp; 
and the'inferior gentry, as well as the people, find
ing. no defence from the laws during this total diffo- 
lution of fovereign authority, were obliged, for 
their immediate fafety, to pay court to feme neigh
bouring chieftain, and to purchafe his. proteilion, 
both by fubmitting to his exaitions, and by affifting 
him in his rapine upon others. The ereition of 
one caftle proved the immediate caufe of building 
many others; and even thofe who obtained not the 
king's permiffion, thought that they were entitled, 
by the great principle of felfiprefervation, to put 
themfelves on an equal footing with their neigh
bours, who commonly were alfo their enemies and 
rivals. The ariftocratical power,., which is ufually 
io oppreffive in the feudal governments, had now 
rifen to its utmoft height during the reign of a 
prince who, though endowed with vigour and abi
lities, had ufurped the throne without the pretence 
of a title, and who was neceffitated to tolerate in 
others the fame violence to which he himfelf had 
been beholden for his fovereignty.

B u t  Stephen was not of a difpofitron to fubmit 
long to thefe ufurpations, without making fome 
effort for the recovery of royal authority. Finding 
that the legal prerogatives of the crown were re
filled and abridged, he was alfb tempted to make 
his power the foie meafure of his conduit; and to 
violate all thofe conceftions which he himfelf had 
made on his acceffion q, as well as the ancient pri
vileges of his fubjeits. The mercenary ipldiers, 
who chiefly fupported his authority, having ex- 
haufted the royal treafure, fubfifted by depreda
tions; and every place was filled with the . beft: 
grounded complaints againft the‘government. The

P Trivet, p. 19. Gul. Neub. p. 373., Chron. Heming. p. 487* 
Brompton, p. 1035. 1 W.Malm. ft. iSo:, M. Paris, p. 51.
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tari of Glocefter, having now fettled ■ with his C * ^ F- 
friènds the plan of an infurrection, retired, beyond  ̂ j 
fea, fent the king a defiance, folemnly renounced 1137* 
his allegiance, and upbraided him with the breach 
of thofe conditions which had been annexed to the 
oath of fealty fworn by that nobleman". David, w ” ^;'th 
king of Scotland, appeared at the head of an army scotb-d. 

‘in defence of his niece’s title, and, penetrating into 
Yorkihire, committed thé moil: barbarous devafta- 
tionsmn that country. The fury of his mafTacres 
and ravages enraged the northern nobility, who 
might otherwife have been inclined to join him 5 
and William earl of Albemarle, Robert de Ferrers,
William Piercy, Robert de Brus, Roger Moubray,
Ubert Lacey, Walter l’Efpec, powerful barons in _ 
thofe parts, ailembled an army, with which they 
encamped at North-Allerton, and awaited the ar
rival of the enemy. A  great battle was here fought, aadAug. 
called the battle of the Standards from a high cru
cifix, ere£ted,;by the Englifh on a waggon, and 
carried along with the army as a. military enfign.
The king o f Scots was defeated, and he himfelf, as 
well as his fon Henry, narrowly efcaped falling into 
the hands of the Englifh.; This fuccefs overawed the 
malcontents in England, and might have given 
fome inability to Stephen’s throne, had he not been 
fo elated with profperity as to engage in a controverfy 
with the clergy, who were at that time an over
match for any monarch.

T hough  the great power o f  the church in an
cient times weakened the authority o f the crown, 
and interrupted the courfe o f  the laws, it may be 
doubted whether, in ages o f Rich violence and out
rage, it was not rather advantageous that feme li
mits were let to the power o f  the fword, both in 
the hands o f the prince and nobles, and that men 
were taught to pay regard to fome principles and
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, C H A P ,  privileges. The chief misfortune was, that the 
VI1' prelates on fome occafions afted entirely as barons, 

employed military power againft their fovereign or 
their neighbours, and thereby often encreafed thofe 
diforders which it was their duty to, reprefs. The 
bifhop of Salifbury, in imitation o f the nobility, 
had built two ftrong caftles, one at Sherborne, an
other at the Devizes, and had laid the foundations 
of a third at Malmefbury: His nephew Alexander, 
bifnop of Lincoln, had ereited a fortrefs at New
ark: And Stephen, who was now feriiible from 
experience of the mifchiefs attending thefe multi
plied citadels, refolved to begin with deftroying 
thofe of the clergy, who by their funition feemed 
lefs intitled than the barons to fuch military fecuri- 
ties*. Making pretence bf a fray which had arifen 
in court between the retinue of the biihop of Salif
bury and that of the earl of Britanny, he feized 
both that prelate and the biihop of Lincoln, threw 
them into prifon, and obliged them by menaces to 
deliver up thofe places of ftrength which they had 
lately erected

H e n r y  biihop of Winchefter, the king’s bro
ther, being armed with a legantine commiiiion, 
now conceived himfelf to be an eccleiiaftical fove
reign no lefs powerful than the civil; and forgetting 
the ties of blood which connected him with the 
king, he refolved to vindicate the clerical privi
leges, which he pretended were here openly vio- 

joth Aug. lated. H e affembled a fynod at Weftminfter, and 
there complained of the impiety of Stephen’s mea- 
lures, who had employed violence againft the dig
nitaries of the church, and had not awaited the fen- 
tence of a fpiritual court, by which alone, he af
firmed, they could lawfully be tried and condemned, 
if  their conduit had any wife merited cenfure orpu- 
niihmentu. The fynod ventured to fend a fummons

6 Gul, Neubr. p. 362. t Chran. Sax. p. a35# W. Malmef. 
P* 181. u W. Malm. p. 18a.

to



to the king, charging him to appear before them, 
and to juftify his meafuresw; and Stephen, inftead  ̂
o f refenting this indignity, fent Aubrey de Yere to i i 35, 
plead his caufe before that affembly. De Vere ae- 
cufed the two prelates o f  treafon and fedition but 
the fynod refufed to try the caufe, or examine their 
conduit, till thofe caftles, of which they had been 
difpoffefled* were previoufly reftored to them*. The 
bifhop of Salifbury declared that he would appeal to 
the pope i and had not Stephen and his partifans 
employed menaces, and even ihown a difpoiition of 
executing violence by the hands of the fbldiery, af
fairs had inftantly come to extremity between the 
crown and the m itrey.

W hile this quarrel, joined to fo many other 
grievances, encreafed the difoontents among the 
people, the empreis, invited by the opportunity, 
and fecretly encouraged by the legate himfelft 
landed in England, with Robert earl o f Glocefter, 
and a retinue of a hundred and forty knights. She 
fixed her refidence at Arundel caftle, whofe* gates vourof 
were opened to her by Adelais the queen-dowager, 
now married to William de Albini earl of Suffex; 
and fhe excited by meffengers her partifans to take 
arms in every county of England. Adelais, who 
had expected that her daughter-in-law would have 
invaded the kingdom with a much greater force, 
became apprehenfive o f danger 5 and Matilda, to 
eafe her or her ■ fears, removed firft to Briftol, 
which belonged to Jier brother Robert, thence to 
Glocefter, where fhe remained under the protec* 
tion of Milo, a gallant nobleman in thofe parts, 
who had embraced her caufe. Soon after Geoffrey 
Talbot, William Mohun,. Ralph Lovel, William 
Fits-John, William Fitz-Alan, Paganell, and many- 
other barons, declared for her s and her party, which

w W* Maim, p, 1S2. M. Paris, p, 53, * W, Malm* p. 1S3,
r Ibid* '
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was generally, favoured in the kingdom, feemed every 
day to gain ground upon that of her antagonift.

W e r e  we to relate all the military events tranf- 
mitted to us by contemporary and authentic hifto- 
rians, it would be eafy to fwell our accounts of this 
reign into a large volume: But thofe incidents, fo 
little memorable in themfelves, and fo confufed 
both in time and place, could afford neither inftruc- 
tion nor entertainment to the reader. It fuffices 
toTav, that the war was fpread into every quarter; * 
and. that thofe turbulent barons, who had already 
fhakeu off, in a great meafure, the reftfaint of go
vernment, having now obtained the pretence of a 
public caufe, carried on their devacations with re
doubled fury, exercifed implacable vengeance on 
each other, and fet no bounds to their oppreffions 
over the people. T h e caftles of the nobility were 
become receptacles of licenfed robbers; who, faliy- 
ing forth day and night, committed fpoil on the 
open country, on the villages, and even on the 
cities; put the captives to torture, in order to make 
them reveal their treafures; fold their perfons to 
ilavery; and fet fire to their houfes, after they had 
pillaged them of every thing valuable. The fierce- 
nefs of their difpofition, leading them to commit 
wanton deftru&ion, fruftrated their rapacity of its 
purpofe; and the poverty and perfons even of the 
ec cl efi allies, generally fo much revered, were at 
laft, from neceffity, expofed to the fame outrage 
which had laid wafte the reft of the kingdom.. The 
land was left untilled ; the inftruments of hufbandry 
were deftroyed or abandoned; and a grievous fa
mine, the natural refult of thofe diforders, affefted 
equally both parties, and reduced the fpoilers, as 
well as the defencelefs people, to the moft extreme 
want and indigence

t" z  Chron# Sax* p. 238. W# Malmef, p. 185. Geft. Stepli. p.961.
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peace, which never interrupted thefe deftrudtive ho- L  
ftilities, there happened at laft an event, which 1240* 
feemed to promife fome end of the public calami
ties, Ralph, earl of Chefter, and his half brother 
William de Roumara, partifans o f Matilda, had 
furprifed the caftle o f Lincoln ; but the citizens, 
who were better affected to Stephen, having invited 
him. to their aid, that prince laid dole liege to die 
caftle, in hopes of foon rendering himfelf mailer o f  
the place, either by aflault or by famine. The earl 
o f Glocefter haftened with an army to the relief o f 
his friends; and Stephen, informed o f his approach, 
took the field with a refolution of giving him battle*
After a violent ihock, the two wings of the royalifts 
were put to flight; and Stephen himfelf, furrounded 
by the enemy, was at laft, after exerting great efforts 
o f valour, borne down by numbers, and taken pri- Stephen 
ioner. H e was conducted to Glocefter; and though 
at firft treated with humanity, was foon after, on f 
fome fufpicion, thrown into prifon and loaded with 
irons.

S t e p h e n ’s party was entirely broken by the cap
tivity of their leader, and the barons came in daily 
from all quarters, and did homage to Matilda,
The princeis, however, amidft all her profperity, 
knew that ihe was not fecure o f iuceeis, unlefs fhe 
could gain the confidence of the clergy; and as the 
conduft of the legate had been of late very ambi
guous, and ihowed his intentions to have rather 
aimed at humbling his brother, than totally ruining 
him, fhe employed every endeavour to fix him in 
her interefts. She held a conference with him in 2.3 March* 
an open plain near Winchefter; where fhe pro- 
mifed upon oath, that if he would acknowledge her 
for fovereign, would recognife her title as the foie 
defCendant of the late king, and would again fub- 
mit to the allegiance which he, as well as the reft 
pf the kingdom, had fworn to her, he iliould in

return
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return be entire mafter o f the adminiflration, and 
in particular ihould, at his pleafure, difpoie of all va- 
cant bifhoprics and abbies* Earl Robert, her bro
ther, Brian Fitz-Cqunt, Milo of Glocefter, and other 
great men, became guarantees for her obferving 
thefe engagements1; and the prelate was at laft in
duced to promife her allegiance, but that ftill bur
dened with the exprefs condition, that ihe lhould 
on her part fulfil her promifes. H e then conduced 
her to Winchefter, led her in proceffion to the ca
thedral, and with great folemnity, in the prefence 
o f  many bifhops and abbots, denounced curfes 
againft all thofe who curfed her, poured out bidd
ings on thofe who bleflfed her, granted abfelution to 
fuch as were obedient to her, and excommunicated 
fuch as were r e b e l l i o u s T h e o b a l d  archbifhop of 
Canterbury foon after came alfo to court, and, 
fwore allegiance to the emprefsc.

M a t i l d a , that ihe might farther enfure the at
tachment of the clergy, was willing to receive the 
crown from their hands; and inftead o f affembiing 
the ftates of the kingdom, the meafure which the 
conftitution, had it been either fixed or regarded, 
feemed neceffarily to require, fhe was content, that 
the legate ihould fummoii an ecclefiaftical fynod, 
and that her title to the throne ihould there be ac
knowledged, The legate, addrefling himfelf to the 
afiembly, told them, that in the abfence o f the em
prefs, Stephen his brother had been permitted to 
reign, and, previouily to his amending the throne, 
had feduced them by many fair promifes o f honour
ing and exalting the church, o f maintaining the 
laws, and of reforming all abufes: That it grieved 
him to obferve how much that prince had in every 
particular been wanting to his engagements; public 
peace was interrupted, crimes were daily committed 
/with impunity, bifliops were thrown into prifon and

» W . Malm. p. 1S7, Chron. Sax. p. 24.2. Contin. Flor.
Wig. p. $76* c W , Malmef. p. 187.
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forced to furrender their pofleffions, abbies were put 
to fale, churches were pillaged, and the moft enor
mous diibrders prevailed in the adminiftration: 
That he himfelf, in order to procure a redrefs o f 
thefe grievances, had formerly fummoned the king 
before a council of biihops 5 but inftead of inducing 
him to amend his conduit, had rather offended 
him by that expedient: That, how much fcever 
mifguided, that prince was ftill his brother, and the 
object of his affeitions; but his interefts, however* 
muft be regarded as fubordinate to thofe of their 
heavenly Father, who had now rejeited him, and 
thrown him into the hands o f his enemies: That 
it principally belonged to the clergy to eleifc and or
dain kings; he had fummoned them together for 
that purpoiej and having invoked the divine affift- 
ance, he now pronounced Matilda the only defoend-r 
ant of Henry, their late fovereign, queen o f Eng
land* The whole aflembly, by their acclamations 
or filence, gave, or feemed to give, their aflent to 
this declaration d*

T he only laymen fummoned to this council, 
which decided the fate of the crown, were the Lon
doners ; and even thefe were required not to give 
their opinion, but to fubmit to the decrees o f the 
iynod. The deputies o f London, however, were 
not fo paffive: They infilled that their king fhould 
be delivered from prifon $ but were told by the le
gate, that it became not the Londoners, who were 
regarded as noblemen in England, to take part 
with thofe barons, who had bafely fbrfaken their 
lord in battle, and who had treated holy church 
with contumelyc* It is with reafon that the citi
zens of London affumed fo much authority, if  it 
be true, what is related by Fitz-Stephen, a con-

d W . Malmef. p. iSS* This author, a judicious man, was pre* 
fent, and fays, that he was very attentive to what pafFed. 
fpeech, therefore, may be regarded as entirely genuine*

e W , Malmef, p, iSS*
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temporary author, that that city could at this time 
bring into the field no lefs than 80,000 combat
ants f. , ' *r \

L o n d o n ,  notwithftanding its great power, and 
its attachment to Stephen, was at length obliged to 
fobmit to.Matilda; and her authority, by,the pru
dent conduct of earl Robert, feemed, to be efta- 
bliihed over the whole kingdom : But affairs re
mained not long in this fituation. That princefs, 
betides the difadvantages o f her fex, which weak-* 
ened her influence over a turbulent and martial 
people, was of a paffionate, imperious fpirit, and 
knew not how to temper with affability the harfh- 
nefs of a refufak Stephen's queen, feconded by 
many of the nobility, petitioned for the liberty of 
her huiband ; and offered, that, on this condition, 
he fhould renounce the crown, and retire into a 
convent* The legate defired that prince Euftace, 
his nephew, might inherit Boulogne and the other 
patrimonial eftates of his fathers : The Londoners 
applied for the eftablifhment of king Edward's laws; 
inltead of thofe of king Henry, which, they faid, 
were grievous andoppreffive\ All thefe petitions* 
were rejected in the moil haughty and peremptory 
manner.

T he legate, who had probably never been fin- 
cere in his compliance with Matilda's government, 
availed himfelf of thé ill-humour excited by this 
imperious conduit, and fecretly mitigated the Lon
doners to a revolt. A  confpiracy was entered into

H I S T O R Y  O F  E N G L A N D .

f P. 4. Were this account to be depended on* Londorurtuft at that 
time have contained near 40.0,000 inhabitants, which is above double 
the number it contained at the death of1 queen Elizabeth. But thefe 
.loofe calculations, or rather guefies, deferve very little credit, Peter 
of Blois, a .contemporary writer, and a man of fenfe, fays there were 
then only forty thoufand inhabitants in London, which is,much more 
likely. See Epift. 151, What Fitz-Stephen fays ■ of the prodigious 
riches, fplendour, and commerce of London, proves only the surest 
poverty of the other towns of the kingdom, and indeed of afl the 
nqrthem parts of Europe,

£ Brampton, p. 1031, h Contin. Flor. W ig. p* 677*
Gervafe, p. 1355.
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to feize the perfon o f  the emprefs $ and ihe laved A P. 
herfelf from the danger by a precipitate retreat, t ’ ^  
She fled to Oxford; Soon after fhe went to W  in- 1*41,
chefterj whither the legate, defirous to fave appear
ances, and watching the opportunity to ruin her 
cauie, had retired, But having affembled all his 
retainers, he openly joined his force to that of the 
Londoners, and to Stephen’s mercenary troops, 
who had not yet evacuated the kingdom; and he 
befieged Matilda in Winchefter. The princeft, 
being hard preffed by famine, made her efcape; 
but in the flight, earl Robert, her brother, fell into 
the hands ofvthe enemy, This nobleman, though 
a fubje£t, was as much the life and foul o f his own 

' party, ,as Stephen was o f the other; and the em- Stephen 
prefs, fenfible o f his merit and importance, con- releafed, 
fenced to exchange the priibners on equal terms.
The civil war was again kindled with greater fury 
than ever.

E a r l  Robert, finding the fuccefles on both fides 
nearly balanced, went over to Normandy, which, 
during Stephen’s captivity, had fubmitted to the 
earl of Anjou ; and he perfuaded Geoffrey to allow 
his eldeft fon Henry, a young prince of great hopes, 
to take a journey into England, and appear at the 
head of his partifans. This expedient, however, II4-, 
produced nothing decifive, Stephen took Oxford 
after a long fxege: H e was defeated by earl Robert 
at W ilton: And the emprefs, though of a mafcu- 
line fpirit, yet being harafled with a variety of good 
and bad fortune, and alarmed with continual dan
gers to her perfon and' family, at laft retired into 
Normandy, whither ihe had fent her fon fome rime 1*46- 
before. The death of her brother, which hao- ^onttrUL  
pened nearly about the lame time, would have $;vii wars, 
proved fatal to her interefls, had not feme incidents 
occurred, which checked the courle of Stephen’s 
profperity. This prince, finding that the* cafties 
built by the noblemen of his own party encouraged

the
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C H A P -  the fpirit o f independence, and were little lefs dan- 
VH* gerous than thofe which remained in the hands of 

the enemy, endeavoured to extort from them a fur- 
render of thofe fortreiles ; and he alienated the af- 
fe&ions of many of them by this equitable demand. 
The artillery alio o f the church, which his brother 
had brought over to his fide, had, after fome inter- 
val, joined the other party* Eugenius III. had 
mounted the papal throne; the bifhop of Win- 
ehefter was deprived of the legantine commiflion, 
which was conferred on Theobald archbifhop of 
Canterbury, the enemy and rival o f the former le
gate. That pontiff alfo, having iummoned a ge
neral council at Rheims in Champagne, inftead of 
allowing the church of England, as had been ufual,

4 to ele£t its own deputies, nominated five Engliih 
biihops to reprefent that church, and required their 
attendance in the council. Stephen, who, nor- 
withftanding his prefent. difficulties, was jealous of 
the rights of his crown, refufed them permiffion to 
attend1; and the pope, fenfible of his advantage in 
contending with a prince who reigned by a difputed 

! title, took revenge by laying all Stephen's party
3147. under an i n t e r d i c t T h e  difcontents of the roy- 

alifts, at being thrown into this fituation, were aug
mented by a comparifon with Matilda's party, who 
enjoyed all the benefits o f the facred ordinances; 
and Stephen was at laft obliged, by making pro
per fubmiffions to the fee of Rome, to remove 
the reproach from his party h

314?. T he weaknefs of both fides, rather than any de- 
creafe of mutual animofity, having produced a tacit 
ceffation of arms in England, many of the nobility, 
Roger de Moubray, William de Warenne, and 
others, finding no opportunity to exert their mili
tary ardour atihome, infilled themfelves in a new 
crufade, whicli with furprifing fuccefs, after former

) St. Thom. p. 225. k Chron. W< Thotn. p-1807*
1 Epift. St. Thom, p. a?,6.
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difappointments and misfortunes, was now preached C  H a  Pf 
by St. Bernard“1. But an event ibon after happen- , VIL ^  
ed which threatened a revival o f hoftilities in Eng- 
land. Prince Henry, who had reached his fixteenth 
year, was defirous of receiving the honour o f 
knighthood; a ceremony which every gentleman in 
that age paifed through before he was admitted to 
the ufe of arms, and which was even deemed requifite 
for the greateft princes. H e intended to receive 
his admiffion from his great-uncle, David king of 
Scotland; and for that purpofe he paifed through 
England with a great retinue, and was attended by 
the moffc confiderable o f his partifans/ H e re
mained fome time with the king o f Scotland; made 
incuriions into England; and by his dexterity and 
vigour in all manly exercifes, by his valour in war, 
and his prudent conduit in every occurrence, he 
roufed the hopes, o f his party, and gave fymptoms 
o f thofe great qualities which he afterwards diiplayed 
when he mounted the throne of England. Soon 
after his return to Normandy, he was, by Matilda's u So* 
confent, invefted in that dutchy; and upon the 
death of his father Geoffrey, which happened in the 
fubfequent year, he took poffeflion both of Anjou 
and Maine, and "concluded a marriage, which 
brought him a great aeeeffion o f power, and ren
dered him extremely formidable to his rival, Elea
nor, the daughter and heir of William duke o f 
Guienne, and earl of Poiftou, had been married 
fixteen years to Lewis V IL  king of France, and 
had attended him in a crufade, which that monarch 
conduced againft the infidels: But having there loft 
the affections o f her hufband, and even fallen under 
iome fufpicion o f gallantry with a handfome Sa
racen, Lewis, more delicate than polite, procured 
a divorce from her, and reftored her thofe rich pro
vinces, which by her marriage fhe had annexed to

10 Hagulft. p. 175, 276.
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the crown o f France, Young Henry, neither difl 
couraged by the inequality of years, nor by the re
ports of Eleanor’s gallantries, made fuccefsful court- 
ihip to that princefs, and, efpoufing her fix weeks 
after her divorce, got poftefiion of all her domi
nions as her dowry. The luftre which he received 
from this acquifition, and the profpedt of his rifing 
fortune, had fuch an effect in England, that when 
Stephen, defirous to enfure the crown to his foil 
Euftace, required the archbiihop of Canterbury to 
anoint that prince as his fucceffor, the primate refuf- 
ed compliance, and made his efcape-beyond Tea, to 
avoid the violence and refentment of Stephen.

H e n r y , informed of thefe difpofitions in the 
people, made an invafion on England: Having 
gained feme advantage over Stephen at Malmeibury, 
and having taken that place, he proceeded thence 
to throw fuccours into Wallingford, which the king 
had advanced with a fuperior army to befiege. A  
decifive adtion was every day expedted ; when the 
great men of both fides, terrified at the profpedt of 
farther bloodfhed and confufion, interpofed with 
their good offices, and fet on foot a negotiation be
tween the rival princes. The death of Euftace, 
during the courfe of the treaty^ facilitated its con- 
clufion: An accommodation was fettled, by which 
it was agreed, that Stephen ihould poffefs the crown 
during his lifetime, that juftice ihould be .adminif- 
tered in his name, even in the provinces which had 
fubmitted to Henry, and that this latter prince 
ihould, on Stephen’s demife, fucceed to the king
dom, and William, Stephen^ fon, to Boulogne 
and his patrimonial eftate. After all the barons had 
fworn to the obfervance o f this treaty, and done ho
mage to Henry, as to the heir of the crown, that 
prince evacuated the kingdom; and the death of 
Stephen, which happened the next year, after a 
Ihort illnefs, prevented all thofe quarrels and jear-

loufies,
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loufies, which were likely to have enfued in io de- c  
licate a fituation. u

E n g l a n d  fuffered great miferies during the reign 
of this prince: But hisperfonal chara£ter, allowing 
for the temerity and injuftice of his uiurpation, ap- 
pears not liable to any great exception; and he 
feems to have been well qualified, had he fucceeded 
by a juft title, to have promoted the-happinefs and 
profperity of his fubjefts n. H e wa$ poffeffed o f in- 
duftry, aftivity and courage, to a great degree; 
though not endowed with a found judgment, he was 
not deficient in abilities; he had the talent of gain
ing men’s affe£tions; and, notwithftanding his pre
carious fituation, he never indulged himielfin the 
exercife o f any cruelty or revenge0. His advance
ment to the throne procured him neither tranquil
lity nor happinefs; and though the fituation o f 
England prevented the neighbouring ftates from 
taking any durable advantage of her confufions, her 
inteftine diforders were to the laft degree ruinous 
and deftruftive. The court of Rome was alfo per
mitted, during thofe civil wars, to make farther 
advances in her ufurpations; and appeals to the 
pope, which had always been ftri&ly prohibited by 
the Engliih laws, became now common in every 
ecclefiaitical controverfyp.
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State of 
Europe*

-an ton o

H E  extenfive confederacies,, by which the. Eu
ropean; potentates are now at once unkedjpff;, 

fet in oppoiition to each other,; and which, though.-,' 
they are . apt to diffnfe the leaft fpark of diffeSfion 7  
throughout the whole, are at leaft attended with - 
this advantage,,; that they prevent any violent revo- .' 
lotions or conquefts in particular -flates, were to
tally unknown, in ancient ages; and the theory of 
foreign politics: ;;in each. kingdom formed a fpeeir- ■ 
lation much lefs complicated -and involved than at. 
prefen t, Commerce had not yet bound together, 
the moil diftant nations in fo clofe a chain i Wars,-, 
finiihed in one campaign and often in one battle, ' ; 
were little affedted. by the* movements of remote, 
ftates: The imperfedt communication among the • 
kingdoms, and their ignorance o f each other's iitu-7; 
ation, made it impracticable for a- great number of 
them to * combine dn one projedt or effort : And .: 
above all, the turbulent lpirit and independent fitu- ,' 
ation of the barons or great vaffals in each ftate gave 
fo much occupation to the fovereign, that. he was ’ 
obliged to confine his attention chiefly to his own 
ftate and his own fyftem of government^ arid -was .

. more
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rrioré indifferent about what pafïèd among his neigh
bours. Religion alone, not politics, carried abroad 
the views of princes; wliile it either fixed their 
thoughts on the Holy Land, whofe conqueft and 
defence was deemed a point of common honour and 
intereft, or engaged them in intrigues with the R o
man pontiff* to whom they had yielded the direc
tion of ecclefiaftical affairs, and who was every day 
affuming more authority than they were willing to 
allow him. -

B efore the conqueft of England by the duke of 
Normandy, this jfland was as much feparatfed from 
the reft of thé world in politics as in fituation; and 
except from the inroads of the Daniih pirates* the 
Englifh, happily ■ confined at home, had neither - 
enemies nor allies on the continent. The foreign 
dominions of William connefted them with .the 
king and great vaffals of France ; and while the op- 
pofite pretenfions of the pope and emperor in Italy 
produced a continual interconrfe between Germany 
and1 that country, the two great monarchs of France 
and England formed, in another part of Europe, a. 
feparate fyftem, and carried on their wars and né
gociations, without meeting either with oppofition 
or fupport from the others *

O n the decline of the Carlovingian race, the no-, stiteof 
bles in every province of France, taking advantage France, 
of the weaknefs of the fovereign, and obliged to 
provide, each for his own defence, againft the ra
vages of the Norman freebooters, had affumed, 
both in civil and, military affairs, an authority al- 
mofl independent, and had reduced within very 
narrow limits the prerogative of their princes.
The acceffion of Hugh Capet, by annexing a great 
fief to the crown, had brought Jo me addition to the 
royal dignity; but this fief, thfpgh considerable for 
a fubjeft, appeared a:: 1 a:' 
prince who was placédEjt^ÎîÆâead of' fo^géat a N  
community, The royakiRtiéîïls corififted only of
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c h a p . Paris, Orleans* Eftampes* Compiegne* and a few
, VIIL , places fcattered over the northern provinces: In the 

reft of the kingdom, the prince's authority was 
rather nominal than real: The vaiials were accuftom- 
.ed, nay entitled* to make war without his permiffion 
on each other: They were even entitled* if they con
ceived themfelves injured* to turn their arms againft 
their fovereign,: They exercifed all civil jurifdift ion, 
without appeal* over their tenants and inferior vaf- 
fals: Their common jealoufy of the crown eafily 
united them againft any attempt on their exorbit
ant privileges; and as fome of them had attained 
the power and authority of great princes* even the 
fmalleft baron was fure of immediate and effeftual 
proteftion. Befides fix ecclefiaftical peerages* which, 
with the other immunities of the church* cramped 
extremely the general execution of juftice; there 
were fix lay peerages* Burgundy* Normandy* 
Guienne* Flanders* Touloufe* and Champagne* 
which formed very extenfive and puiffant fovereign- 
ties. And though the combination of all thofe 
princes and barons could* on urgent occafions* muf- 
ter a mighty power; yet was it very difficult to fet 
that great machine in movement ; it was almoft 
impoffible to preierve harmony in its parts ; a fenfe 
of common intereft alone could* for-a time* unite 
them under their fovereign againft a common ene
my ; but if the king attempted to turn the force of 
the community againft any mutinous vaffal* the 
fame fenfe of common intereft made the others op- 
pofe themfelves to the fuccefs of his pretenfions, 
Lewis the Grofs, the laft fovereign, marched at one 
time to his frontiers againft the Germans at the 
head of an army o f two hundred thoufand men ; but 
a petty lord of Corbeil* of Puifet* of Couci* was 
able* at another period, to fet that prince at-deti* 
ance* and to maintain] open war againft him.

T he authority of the Engliffi monarch was much 
more extenfive within his kingdom* and die difpro-

portion

21% H I S T O R Y  O F  E N G L A N D .

1



portion much greater between him and the moft 
powerful of his vaffals. His demeihes and reve
nue were large, compared to the greatnefs of his 
ftate: He was accuftomed to levy arbitrary exac
tions on his fubjerits : His courts of judicature ex
tended their jurifdifliion into every part of the king
dom : He could eruih by his power, or by a judi
cial fentence, well or ill founded, any obnoxious 
baron: And though the feudal inftitutions which 
prevailed in his kingdom, had the fame tendency 
as in other ftates, to exalt the ariftocracy and de- 
prefs the monarchy, it required, in England, ac
cording to. its prefent conftitution, a great com
bination of the vaffals to oppofe their fovereign lord, 
and there had not hitherto arifen any baron fo pow
erful as of himfelf to levy war againft the prince* 
and afford protection to the inferior barons.

W hile fuch were the different fituation^ o f 
France and England, and the latter enjoyed fo 
many advantages above the farmer; the acceflion o f 
Henry IL  a prince of great abilities, poffdied o f 
fo many rich provinces on the continent, might ap
pear an event dangerous, if  not fatal, to the French 
monarchy, and fufficient to break entirely the ba
lance between the ftates. He was mafter, in the 
right of his father, of Anjou  ̂ and Touraine$ in 
that of his mother, of Normandy and Maine j in 
that of his wife, of Guienne, Poiftou, Xaintogne, 
Auvergne, Perigord, Angoumois, the Limoufin. 
He loon after annexed Britanny to his other ftates, 
and was already poffeffed of the fuperiority over that 
province, which, on the firft cefiion o f Normandy 
to Rollo the Dane, had been granted by Charles 
the Simple in vaifalage to that formidable ravager. 
Thefe provinces compofed above a third of the 
whole French monarchy, and were much fuperior 
in extent and opulence to thole territories which 
were fubjefted to the immediate jurifdicHon and 
government of the king, , The vaffal was here more

B b  3 powerful
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powerful than his liege lord: The fituation which 
had.enabled Hugh Capet to depofe the Carlovin- 
gi'an princes, feemed to be renewed, and that with 
much greater advantages on the fide of the vaffal t 
And when England was added to fo many pro
vinces, the French king had reafon to apprehend, 
from this .conjuncture, fome great difafter to  himfelf 
and to his family; But, in reality, it was this cir- 
curnftance, which appeared fo formidable, that faved 
the Capetian race, and by its confequences exalted 
them to that pitch o f grandeur which they at pre- 
fent enjoy,

T he limited authority of the prince in the feudal 
conftitutions, prevented the king of England from 
employing with advantage the force of fo many 
ftates, which were fubjedted to his government 5 
and thefe different members, disjoined in fituation, 
an<f disagreeing in laws, language, and manners, 
were never thoroughly cemented into one monarchy. 

.Tie . foon became, both from his diftant place of 
refidence, and from the incompatibility of in- 
terefts, a kind of foreigner to his French domi
nions 5 and his fybjedts on the continent confidered 
their allegiance as more naturally due to their fu- 
perior lord, who lived in their neighbourhood, and 
who was acknowledged to be the fupreme head of 
their nation. He was always at hand to invade 
them; their immediate lord was often at too great 
a diftance to protedt them; and any diforder in any 
part of his difperfed dominioris gave advantages 
againft him. The other powerful vaffals of the 
French crown were rather pleafed to fee the expul
sion of the Enghih, and were not affedted with that 
jealoufy, which would have ariien from the opprefi* 
fion of a co-vafial who was of the fame rank with 
themfelves. By this means, the king of France 
found it more eafy to conquer thofe numerous pro
vinces from England, than to fubdue a duke of 
NprmanJy or Guienne, a count of Anjou, Maine,
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<or Puidou. And after rcduc’no- fuch extenfive ter- c h a p .
jitories, which immediately incorporated with the ,  ̂ ‘ -j
body of the monarchy* he found greater facility in 1154, 
uniting to the crown the other great fiefs which 
ftill remained ieparate and independent.

B ut as thefe important coniequences could not' 
be forefeen by human wildom, the king of France 
remarked with terror the rifing grandeur of the 
houfe of Anjou or Plantagenet; and, in order to 
retard its - progrefs, he had ever maintained a ftrift 
union with Stephen, and had-endeavoured to fop- 
port the tottering fortunes of that bold uforper«
But after this prince's death it was too late to think 
o f oppofing the fucceflion of Henry, or preventing 
the performance of thole ftipulations which, with 
the unanimous content o f the nation, he had made 
with his predeceflor. The EngHih, haraffed with 
civil wars, and difgufted v/ith the bloodihed and 
depredations which, during the courfe of fo many 
years, had attended them, were little difpofed to 
violate their oaths, by excluding the lawful heir 
from the fucceflion of their monarchy ‘h Many of 
the moil confiderable fortrefles were in the hands of 
his partifans; the whole nation had had occaiion to 
fee the noble qualities with which he was endowedr, 
and to compare them with the mean talents of W il
liam, the fon of Stephen; and as they were ac
quainted with his great power, anH were rather 
Dleafed to fee the accefiion of ib many foreign do- 
minions to the crown o f England, they never en
tertained the leaft thoughts of refitting; them. Hen- 
ry himfclfi teniible of the advantages attending his 
prefent fituation, was in no hurry to arrive in Eng
land ; and being engaged in the fiege of a cattle on 
the frontiers of Normandy, when he received in
telligence of Stephen's death, he made it a point 
of honour not to depart from his enterprife, till he

3 75
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had brought it to an iffue. H e then fet out on his 
journey, and was received in England with the ac
clamations of all orders o f men, who fwore with 
pleafure the oath of fealty and allegiance to him.

T he firft aft of Henry’s government correfponded 
to the high idea entertained o f his abilities, and prog- 
nofticated the re-eftablifhment of juftice and tran
quillity, o f which the kingdom had fo long been 
bereaved. He immediately difmified all thoie mer- 

. cenary foldiers who had committed great diforders 
in the nation ; and he fent them abroad, together 
with William of Ypres, their leader, the friend and 
confident of Stephen5. H e revoked all the grants 
made by his predeceflbrc, even thofe which necef- 
iity had extorted from the emprefs Matilda; and 
that princefs, who had refigned her rights in favour 
o f Henry, made1 no oppofition to a meafure fo ne- 
ceffary for fupporting the dignity of the crown. 
H e repaired the coin, which had been extremely 
debafed during the reign of his predeceflbr; and 
he took proper meafures againft the return of a like 
abufeu. He was rigorous in the execution of juf
tice, and in the fuppreffion of robbery and violence; 
and that he might reftore authority to the laws, 
he caufed all the new-erefted caftles to be demo- 
liihed, which had proved fo many fanftuaries to 
freebooters and rebels The earl of Albemarle, 
Hugh Mortimer, and Roger the fon of Milo of 
Glocefter, were inclined to make fome refiftance to 
this falutary meafure; but the approach of the king 
with his forces foon obliged them to fubmit.

E v e r y  thing being reftored to full tranquillity 
in England, Henry went abroad in order to op- 
pole the attempts of his brother Geoffrey, who, 
during his abfen.ce, had made an incurfion into
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Anjou and Maine* had advanced fome pretenfions 
to thofe provinces* and had got poffeflion of a con* . _* s
iiderable part of them *. On the king's appearance, u 57# 
the people returned to their allegiance 3 and Geof
frey* refigning his claim for an annual penfion o f a 
thoufand pounds, departed and took poiTefTion o f 
the county o f Nantz, which the inhabitants, who 
had expelled count H od their prince, had put into 
his hands. Henry returned to England the fol
lowing year: The incuriions of the Welih then pro
voked him to make an invafion upon them 3 where 
the natural faftnefles of the country occafioned him 
great difficulties, and even brought him into dan
ger. His vanguard, being engaged in a narrow 
pafs, was put to rout; Henry de EiTex, the here
ditary ftandard-bearer, feized with a panic, threw 
down the ftandard, took to flight, and exclaimed 
that the king was flain: And had not the prince 
immediately appeared in perfon, and led on his 
troops with great gallantry, the confequence might 
have proved fatal to the whole army*. For this 
mifbehaviour, Eflfex was afterwards accufed of fe
lony by Robert de Montfort; was vanquiihed in 
Angle combat; his eftate was confiscated; and he 
himfelf was thruft into a convent L The fubmif- 
fions of the Welih procured them an accommoda
tion with England.

T he martial diipofition o f the princes in that age 115S* 
engaged them to head their own armies in every 
enterprife, even the moft frivolous; and their feeble 
authority made it commonly imprafticable for them 
to delegate, on occafion, the command to their ge
nerals. Geoffrey, the king's brother, % died foort 
after he had acquired pofleffion of Nantz: Though 
he had no other title to that county than the volun
tary fubmiffion or eleftion of the inhabitants two 
years before, Henry laid claim to the territory as

* See note [O] at the end of the volume, x Neubr. p. 3S3,
Chron, W, Heming. p.4-52,. y M. Paris, p. 70, Neubr.p.3S3,
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devolved to him by hereditary rights and he went 
over to fupport his pretenfions by force of arms, 
Conan, duke or earl of Britanny (for thefe titles are 
given indifferently by hiftoriahs to thofe princes), 
pretended that Nants had been lately feparated by 
rebellion from his principality, to which of right it 
belonged; and immediately on Geoffrey's death 
he took poffeffion of the difputed territory. Left 
Lewis the French king ihould interpofe in the con- 
troverfy, Henry paid him a vi.iit 5 and fo allured 
him by cardies and civilities, that an alliance was 
contracted between them; and they agreed that 
young Henry, heir to the Engliih monarchy, ihould 
be affianced to Margaret of France; though the 
former was only five years o f age, the latter was kill 
in her cradle. Henry, now fecure of meeting with no 
interruption on this fide, advanced with his army into 
Britanny; and Conan, in defpair of being able to 
make reiiftance, delivered up the county of Nantz 
to him. The able conduit of the king procured 
him farther,and more important advantages from 
this incident. Conan, haraffed with the turbulent 
difpofition of his fubjects, was defirous of pro
curing to himfelf the fupport of fo great a monarch; 
and he betrothed his daughter and only child, yet 
an infant, to Geoffrey the king's third fon, who was 
of the fame tender years. The duke of Britanny 
died about feven years after; and Henry, being 
mejne lord, and alfo natural guardian to his fon and 
daughter-in-law, put hipnfelf in poiieffion of that 
principality, and annexed it for the prefer# to  his 
other great dominions.

T he  king had a profpeft of making ftill farther 
acquihtions ; and the afitivity of his temper fuffered 
no opportunity of that kind to efcape him, Phi
lippa, duchefs of Guienne, mother of queen Elea
nor, was the only iffue of William IV . count of 
Touloufe; and would have inherited his dominions, 
had not that prince, defirous of preferving the, fuc- 

1 1 ceftion
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eeffion In the male-line, conveyed the principality c  ** A  p , 
to his brother Raymond de St. Gilles, by a contrail: v ' j  
o f fale which was in that age regarded as fiditious 115̂ . 
and illufory. Ry this means the title to the county 
o f Touloufe came to be difputed between the male 
and female heirs $ and the one or the other, as op
portunities favoured them, had obtained poffefnon. 
Raymond, grandfon of Raymond de St. Gilles, 
was the reigning foverei-gnj and on Henry’s re
viving his wife's claim, this prince had recourfe for 
protedion to the king of France, who was lo 
much concerned in policy to prevent the farther 
aggrandizement of the Englifh monarch. Lewis 
himfelf  ̂ when married to Eleanor, had ailerted the 
juftice of her claim, and had demanded poffeiTionof 
Touloufe5̂  but his fentiments changing with his 
Intereft, he now determined to defend by his power 
and authority the title of Raymond. Henry found 
that it would be requiflte to fupport his preteniions 
againft potent antagonifts; and that nothing but a 
formidable army could maintain a claim which he 
had in vain afierted by arguments and manifeftos.

A n army, compofed of feudal vaffals, was com
monly very in tradable and undifciplined, both be- 
eaufe of the independent fpirit of the perfons who 
ferved in it, and becaufe tile commands were not 
given, either, by the choice o f the ibvereign, or from 
the military capacity and experience of the officers.
¿Each baron conduced his own vaffals: His rank 
was greater or lefs, proportioned to the extent of his 
property : Even the fupreme command under the 
prince was often attached to birth : And as the mi
litary vaffals were obliged to ferve only forty days 
at their own charge; though, if the expedition were 
diftant, they were put to great expence; the prince 
reaped little benefit from their attendance. , Henry, 
feniibie of thefe inconveniencies, levied upon his

z Neubr. p* 3S7* Clnoa. W. Heming. p* 494.
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vaflals in Normandy and other provinces which 
were remote from Touloufe, afum of money in lieu 
of their fervice; and this commutation, by reafon 
of the great diftance, was ftill more advantageous 
to his Engliih vaflals. H e impofed, therefore, a 
fcutage of 180,000 pounds on the knight’s fees, 
a commutation to which, though it was unufual, 
and the firft perhaps to be met with in hiftory *,the 
military tenants willingly fubmitted; and with this 
money he levied an army which was more under his 
command, and whofe fervice was more durable and 
conftant. Affifted by Berenger count o f Barcelona, 
and Trincaval count of Nifmes, whom he had 
gained to his party, fie invaded the county of Tou- 
loufe; and after taking Verdun, Caftlenau, and 
other places, he befieged the capital of the pro
vince, and was likely to prevail in the enterprife $ 
when Lewis, advancing before the arrival of his 
main body, threw himfelf into the place with a fmall 
reinforcement, Henry was urged by feme of his 
niinifters to profecute the liege, to take Lewis pri- 
foner, and to impoie his own terms in the pacifica
tion 5 but he either thought it fo much his intereft 
to maintain the feudal principles, by which his fo
reign dominions were fecured, or bore fo much re- 
ip eft to his fuperior lord, that he declared he would 
not attack a place defended by him in perfon 5 and 
he immediately raifed the liege \  H e marched into 
Normandy to proteft that province againft an in-., 
curfioii which the count of Dreux, inftigated by 
king Lewis his brother, had made upon it, War 
was now openly carried on between the two mo- 
narchs, but produced no memorable event: It loon 
ended in a ceflation of arms, and that followed by a 
peace, which was not, however, attended with any 
confidence or good correfpondence between thoie 
rival princes. The fortrefs of Gifors, being part

* Mad;ox, p. 435. Gervafe, p, 1381, See note [P] at the end of 
the volume, 3 Fitz-Steph, p, zz. Diceto, p. ¿3*.
. , ' of

H I S T O R Y  O F  E N G L A N D ,



o f the dowry ftipulated to Margaret of France, had c h a p * 
been configned by agreement to the knights tern- . ' ,
plars, on condition that it fhould be delivered into n6o* 
Henry's hands after the celebration of the nuptials.
The king, that he might have a pretence for im
mediately demanding the place, ordered the mar
riage to be folemnized between the prince and prin- 
cefs, though both infantsb; and he engaged the 
grand-mafter of the templars, by large prefents, as 
was generally fufpecfced, to put him in pofleftion o f 
Gifors c. Lewis, refenring this fraudulent conduit, 
bamfhed the templars, and would have made war ns*, 
upon the king of England, had it not been for the 
mediation and authority of pope Alexander III* 
who had been chafed from Rome by the anti-pope 
Viftor IV* and reftded at that time in France.
That we may form an idea of the authority pof- 
fefied by the Roman pontiff during thofe ages, it 
may be proper to obferve that the two kings had, 
the year before, met the pope at the caftle of Torci 
on the L o ir ; and they gave him fuch marks of re- 
fpeil, that both difmounted to receive him, and 
holding each o f them one o f the reins of his bridle, 
walked on foot by his fide, and condu&ed him in 
that fubmiffive manner into the caftled. A  fpec~ 
tacle, cries Baronius in an ccftacy, to God, angels, 
and men \ and fucb as had never before been exhibited 
to the world!

H en-r y , loon after he had accommodated his dif- ixfo* 
ferences with Lewis by the pope's mediation, re
turned to England ; where he commenced an enter- 
prife, which, though required by found policy, and 
even conduced in the main with prudence, bred

b Hoveden, p, 4.92. Neubr, p. 400. Diceto, p, 552* Brompton,
P‘ i45°-

c Since the firft publication of this hiftory, Lord Lyttelton has 
publiflied a copy of the treaty between Henry and Lewis, by which it 
appears, if there was no iecret article, that Henry was not guilty of 
any fraud in this tranlaflion.

d Trivet, p, 48.
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VIII.

ii 6a.
Difputes 
between 
the civil 
and eccle- 
fiaftical 
powers*

him great difquietude, involved him in- dangery 
and was not concluded without home lofs and dis
honour.

T h e  ufurpations of the clergy, which had at firft 
been gradual, were now become fo rapid, and had 
mounted to fuch a height, that the Conteft between 
the regale and pontificale was really arrived at a crifis 
in England j and it became necefiary to determine 
whether the. king or the priefts, particularly the 
archbiihop of Canterbury, ihouid be fovereign of 
the kingdome. The afpiring fpirit of Henry, 
which gave inquietude to all his neighbours, "Was 
not likely long to pay a tame fubmiffion to the en
croachments of fubjedts; and as nothing opens the 
eyes of men fo readily as their intereft, he was in no 
danger of falling, in this refpedt, into that abjeft 
fuperftition which retained his people in fubjedtion. 
From the commencement of his reign, in the go
vernment of his foreign dominions, as well as of 
England, he had iliown a fixed purpofe to reprefs 
clerical ufurpations,' and to maintain thofe preroga
tives which had been transmitted to him by his 
predeceffors. During the fchifm of the papacy be
tween Alexander and-Viftor, he had determined, 
for feme time, to remain neuter : And when in
formed that the arqjibiihop of Rouen and the biihop 
of Mans had, from their own authority, acknow-' 
ledged Alexander as legitimate pope, he Was fo en
raged, that though he fpared the archbiihop on ac
count of his great age, he immediately iffued 
orders for overthrowing the houfes of the bifhop of 
Mans and archdeacon of Rouen * ;  and k was not 
till he had deliberately examined the matter, by 
thofe views which ufually enter into the. councils 
of princes, that he dllowed that pontiff to exercife 
authority over any of his dominions* In England, 
the mild character and advanced years of Theobald,

f f i s i o r y  o f  En g l a n d *

e Fiiz-Stephen, p. 27. v *
# See ijote [ Q j  at the end of the voluine.
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archbifhop of Canterbury, together with his merits 
in refufmg to put the crown on the head of Eultace, 
fon of Stephen, prevented Henry, during the life
time of that primate, from taking any meafures 
sgainit the multiplied encroachments of the clergy: 
But after his death, the king refolved to exert him- 
felf with more activity; and that he might be fe- 
cure againft any oppofition, he advanced to that 
dignity Becket, his chancellor, on whofe compli
ance he thought he could entirely depend.

T h o m a s  a  B e c k e t , the firffc man of Engjifh de- 
fcentwho, fince the Norman conqueflr, had, during 
the courfe of a whole century, rifen to any coniider- 
able Ration, was born of reputable parents in the 
city of London; and being endowed both with in- 
duftry and capacity, he early infinuated himfelf into 
the favour of archbifhop Theobald, and obtained 
from that prelate fome preferments and offices. 
By their means he was enabled to travel for im
provement to Italy, where he itudied the civil and 
canon law at Bologna; and on his return he ap
peared to have made fuch proficiency in knowledge, 
that he was promoted by his patron to the arch
deaconry of Canterbury, an office of confiderable 
trull* and profit. H e was afterwards employed with 
fuccefs by Theobald in tranfadling bufinefs at 
Romej  and on Henry’s acceffion he was recom
mended to that monarch as worthy of farther pre
ferment. Henry, who knew that Becket had been 
inftrumentai in fupporring that refolution of the 
archbifhop, which had tended fo much to facilitate 
his own advancement to the throne, was already 
prepofieffed in his favour; and finding, on farther 
acquaintance, that his ipirit and abilities entitled him 
to any trull, he loon promoted him to the dignity 
of chancellor, one of the firft civil offices in the 
kingdom. The chancellor, in that age, befides 
the ciiftody o f the great feal, had pofieffion of all 
vacant prelacies and abbies; he was the guardian
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CH A P, of all fuch minors and pupils as were the king’s te- 
vnh nants; all baronies which efcheated to the crown
n6a. were under his adminiftration ; he was entitled to

a place in council, even though he were not parti
cularly fummoned ; and as he exercifed alfb the 
office of fecretary of ftate, and it belonged to him 
to counterfign all commiffions, writs, and letters- 
patent, he was a kind of prime rninifter, and was 

. concerned in the difpatch of every bufinefs of im
portance f. Befides exercifing this high office, 
Becket, by the favour of the king or archbifhop, 
was made provoft o f Beverley, dean of Haftings, 
and conftable of the Tower ; H e was put in pof- 
feffion of the honours o f Eye and-Berkham, large 
baronies that had efcheated to the crown ; And to 
complete his grandeur, he was entrufted with the 
education o f prince Henry* the king’s eldeft fon, 
and heir of the monarchyE. The pomp of his re
tinue, the fumptuoufnefs of his furniture, the 
luxury of his table, the munificence of his prefents, 
corresponded to theie great preferments; or rather 
exceeded anything that England had ever before 
feen in any fubjeét. His hiftorian and fecretary, 
Fitz~Stephensh, mentions, among other particulars, 
that his apartments were every day in winter co
vered with clean ftraw or hay, and in fummer with 
green ruffles or boughs; left the gentlemen who 
paid court to him, and who could not, by reafon 
of their great-number, find a place at table, fhould 
foil their fine clothes by fitting on a dirty floor \ A 
great number of knights were retained in hisfervice; 
the greateft barons were proud of being received at 
his table ; his houfe was a place o f education for the

f Fitz-Steph, p- 13. £ Ibid, p, i $ t Hid. Quad. p. q. 14=
h P. 15.
■* John Baldwin held the manor of Oterasfee in Ayleibury of the 

king in foccage, bynhe fervice of finding litter for the king’s bed, 
viz. in fummer, grafs or herbs, and two grey geefe j and in winter, 
ftraw, and three eels, thrice in the year, if the' king fhould come 
thrice in the year to Ay kfbuiy .  Madox, Bar. Anglica, p* 247-
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Ions of the chief nobility; and the king hirnfelf fre- C h a p * 
«quently vouchfafed to partake of his entertainments* , Vili> / 
A s his way of life was fplendid and opulent, his 
amuiements and occupations were gay, and partook 
o f the cavalier fpirit, which, as he had only taken 
deacon’s orders, he did not think unbefitting his 
character* H e employed hirnfelf at leifure hours 
in hunting, hawking* gaming, and horiemanihip ; 
he expofed his perfon in feveral military a£Hons k; 
he carried over, at his own charge, feven hundred 
knights to attend the king in his wars at Touloufe; 
in the fubfequent wars on the frontiers of Nor
mandy he maintained, during forty days, twelve 
hundred knights, and four thoufand of their train1; 
and in an embafly to France, with which he was 
sntrufted, he aftoniihed that court by the number 
and magnificence o f his retinue*

H enry, befides committing all his more im
portant bufinefs to Becket’s management, honoured 
him with his friendihip and intimacy; and when
ever he was diipofed to relax hirnfelf by iports o f 
any kind, he admitted his chancellor to the party m.
An inftance of their familiarity is mentioned by 
Fitz-Stephens, which, as it ihows the manners of 
the age, it may not be improper to relate* One 
day, as the king and the chancellor were riding to
gether in the ftreets o f London, they obferved a 
beggar who was ihivering with cold* Would it 
not be very praife-worthy, faid the king, to give 
that poor man a warm coat in this fevere feafon ? It 
would, furely, replied the chancellor; and you do 
well, Sir, in thinking of fuch good adions* Then 
he fhall have one prefently, cried the king*. And 
feizing the ikirt of the chancellor’s coat, which 
was fcarlet, and lined with ermine, began to pull 
it violently* The chancellor defended hirnfelf for

k Flti-Steph. p* 13. Hiit. Quad* p. 9. 1 Fiti*$teph. p.ip*
so, n ,  23* 04 Ibid* p, t6. Hiil. Quad. p. 3.
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CHAP,  lome tim e; and they had both of them like to have 
. vnL , tumbled off their horfes in the ftreet, when Becket, 

after a vehement ftruggle, let go his coat; which 
the king beftowed on the beggar, who, being igno
rant of the quality of the perfons, was not a little 
furprifed at the prefentn.

B e c k e t , who by his ¿omplaifance and good- 
humour had rendered himfelf agreeable, and by his 
induftry and abilities ufeful to his mailer, appeared 
to him the fitteft perfon for iupplying the vacancy 
made by the death of Theobald, As he was well 
acquainted with the king's intentions0 of retrench
ing, or rather confining within the ancient bounds, 
all ecdefiaftical privileges, and always ihowed a 
ready difpofition to comply with themp, Henry, 
who never expected any refiftance from that quar
ter, immediately ifiued orders for eleding him 
archbifhop of Canterbury, But this refolution, 
which was taken contrary to the opinion of Ma
tilda, and many of the miniflersq, drew after it 
very unhappy confequences; and never prince of fo 
great penetration appeared in the iffue to have fo 
little underftood the genius and charader of his 
minifter.

No fooner was Becket inftalled in this high dig- 
hity, which rendered him for life the fecond perfon 
in the kingdom, with fome pretenfions of alpiring 
to be the firft, than he totally altered his demeanor 
and condud, and endeavoured to acquire the cha
rader of fandity, of which his former bufy and 
oftentatious courfeof life might, in the eyes of the 
people, have naturally bereaved him. Without 
confulting the king, he immediately returned into 
his hands the commiffion o f chancellor $ pretending 
that he muff thenceforth detach himfelf from fecular 
affairs, and be folely employed in the exercife of

* Fitz-Steph. p, 16. ® Ibid. p. 17, P Ibid. p.
Bpiit, St. Xhom. p, *3®, a Epift, St* Thom* p* 167*
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his fpirittiai funXion; but in reality* that he might C HAP ,  
break off all connexions with Henry, and apprife , V_iir' j  
him that Becket, as primate of England* was now ne*. 
become entirely a new perfonage, H e maintained* 
in his retinue arid attendants alone* his. ancient 
pomp and luftre* which was ufeful to ftrike the 
vulgar: In his own perfon he affected the greateft 
aufterity and moft rigid mortification* which he 
was fenfible would have an equal or a greater ten
dency to the fame end. H e wore fack-cloth next 
his firing which* by his affected care to conceal it*
Was neceffarily the more remarked by all the world:
H e changed it fo feldom* that it was filled with 
dirt and vermin: H is ufual diet was bread * his 
drink water, which he even rendered farther unpa
latable by the mixture of unfavoury herbs : H e tore 
his back with the frequent difcipline which he in- 
fiiXed on it: H e daily on his knees walked* in imi
tation o f Chrift, the feet of thirteen beggars, 
whom he afterwards difmiffed with prefents r : H e 
gained the affeXions o f the monks by his frequent 
charities to the convents and hofpitals: Every one 
who made profefiion o f fanXity was admitted to his 
eonverfation* and returned full of panegyrics on the 
humility* as well as on the piety and mortification 
of the holy primate: He feemed to be perpetually 
employed in recking prayers and pious leXures, or 
in peruiing religious diicourfes : His afpeX wore 
the appearance of ferioufnefs* and mental recollec
tion* and fecret devotion: And all men of penetra
tion plainly faw that he was meditating fome great 
defign, and that the ambition and oftentation of his 
charaXer had turned itfelf  ̂towards a new and more 
dangerous objeX.

B e c k e t  waited not till Henry ihould commence 
thofe projeXs againft the ecclefiafticaj power* which 
he knew had been formed by that prince; H e was the king

and Bee* 
ket.
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c h a p , himfelf the aggreflor; and endeavoured to overawe 
^ v:IiL, |t the king by the intrepidity and boldnefs of his en- 

* -terpriies. H e fummoned the earl of Clare to fur- 
render the barony of Tunbridge, which ever fince 
the conqueft had remained in the family of that no
bleman ; but which, as it had formerly belonged to 
the fee of Canterbury, Beeket pretended his prê  
'deceffors were prohibited by the canons to alienate. 
The earl of Clare, befxdes the luftre which he de- 

, rived from the greatnefs of his own birth and the 
extent of his poffeftions, was allied to all the prin
cipal families in the kingdom; his lifter, who was
a celebrated beauty, had farther extended his ere-* *
dit among the nobility, and was even fuppofed to 
have gained the king's affections; and Beeket could 

.not better difeover, than by attacking fo powerful 
an intereft, his refolution, o f  maintaining with vi
gour the rights, real or pretended, of his fee3.

W il l ia m  de Eynsford, a military tenant of the 
crown, was patron of a living which belonged to a 
manor that held of the archbifliop o f Canterbury; 
but Beeket, without regard to William’s right, 
prefented, on a new and legal pretext, one Lau
rence to that living, who was violently expelled by 
Eynsford. The primate making himfelf, as was 
ufual in fpiritual courts, both judge and party, 
ilTued, in a fummary manner, the fentence of ex- 
communication againft Eynsford, who complained 
to the king that he who held in capiie o f the crown 
ftiould, contrary to the practice eftablilhed by.the 
Conqueror, and maintained ever fince by his fuo 
ceflors, be fubjedted to that terrible fentence, with
out the previous confent of the fovereign h Henry, 
who had now broken off all perfonal intercourfe 
with Beeket, fent him, By a meflenger, his orders 
to abfolve Eynsford; but received for anfwer, that 
it belonged not to the king,to inform him whom

s Fitz Steph. p, ?g. Gervaie, p. 1384.
; M , Paris, «, 7/Diceto, p, ,

' . . . * ■ . Ihould
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ihould abiolve and whom excommunicatoy: And c 
it was not till after many remonflrances and me
naces, that Becketj though with the worft grace 
imaginable, was induced to comply with the royal 
mandate. _ 7

H e n r y , though he found himfelf thus grievoufly 
miftaken in the charafter of the perfon whom he had 
promoted to the primacy, determined not to defift 
from his former intention of retrenching clerical 
ufurpations. H e was entirely matter of his exten- 
five dominions: The prudence and vigour of his 
adminiilration, attended with perpetual iiiccefs, had 
paifed his charailer above that of any of his prede- 
cefiors The papacy feemed to be weakened by a 
fchifm, which divided all Europe: And he rightly 
judged, that if the prefent favourable opportunity 
were neglected, the crown mutt, from the preva
lent fuperftition o f the people, be in danger of 
falling into an entire fubordination under the mitre* 

T he union of the civil and ecclefiaftical power 
ferves extremely, in every civilized government, 
to the maintenance of peace and order; and pre
vents thofe mutual encroachments which, as there 
can be no ultimate judge between them, are often 
attended with the moil dangerous confequences. ? 
Whether the.fupreme magi Urate, who unites theie 
powers, receives the appellation o f prince or pre
late, is not material: The fuperior weight which 
temporal interefts commonly bear in the apprehen- 
fions of men above fpiritual, renders the civil part 
of his chara&er moil prevalent; and in time pre
vents thofe grofs impoilures and bigoted p erfec
tions, which in all falfe religions are the chief found
ation of clerical authority. But during the pro- 
grefs of ecclefiaftical ufurpations, the ftate, by the 
refiftance of the civil magiftrate, is naturally thrown 
into convulfions $ and it behoves the prince, both

H E N R Y  II:
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c h a p . for his own intereft, and for that o f the public, to 
L Lni l  j  provide in time fufficient barriers againft fo dan- 

1163* gerous and infidious a rival. This precaution had 
hitherto been much negledted in England, as well 
as in other catholic countries; and affairs at lafl 
feemed to have come to a dangerous crifis : A  fo- 
vereign o f the greateft abilities was now on the 
throne: A  prelate of the moil inflexible and intre
pid charadler was pojGfeffed of the primacy: The 
contending powers appeared to be armed with their 
full force, and it was natural to expeft fome extra
ordinary event to refult from their conflict

A m o n g  their other inventions to obtain moneŷ  
the clergy had inculcated the neceffity of penance as 
an atonement for fin; and having again introduced 
the prailice of paying them large fums as a com
mutation, or fpecies of atonement for the remifiion 
of thofe penances, the fins of the people, by thefe 
means, had become a revenue to the priefts; and 
the king computed, that by this invention alone 
they levied more money upon his fobje&s than 
flowed, by all the funds and taxes, into the royal 
exchequerx. That he might eafe the people of fo 
heavy and arbitrary an impofkion, Henry required 
that a civil officer of his appointment fhould be 
prefent in all ecclefiaftical courts, and fhould for 
the future give his confent to every compofition 
which was made with finners for their fpiritual 
offences.

T he eccleflaftics in that age had renounced all 
immediate fob ordination to the magiftrate: They 
openly pretended to an exemption in criminal accu- 
farions from a trial before courts of juftice; and 
were gradually introducing a like exemption in civil 
caufes ; Spiritual penalties alone could be inflifted 
on their offences: And as the clergy had extremely 
multiplied in England, and many of them were con-

 ̂ Fitz*Steph. p. 32*
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fequently of very low chara£ters, crimes of the 
deepeft dye, murders, robberies, adulteries, rapes, 
were daily committed with impunity by the eccle- 
fiaftics. It had been found, for inftance, on en
quiry, that no lefs than a hundred murders had, 
fince the king’s acceffion, been perpetrated by men 
o f that profeffion, who had never been called to 
account for thefe offences7 5 and holy orders were 
become a full protedtion for all enormities. A  
clerk in Worcefterihire, having debauched a gen
tleman’s daughter, had at this time proceeded to 
murder the father 3 and the general indignation 
againft-this crime moved thé king to attempt the 
remedy o f an abufe which was become fo palpable, 
and to require that the clerk fhould be delivered up, 
and receive condign punifhment from the magif- 
tratez. Becket infilled on the privileges of the 
church ; confined the criminal in the biihop’s pri- 
fon, left he fhould be feked by the king’s officers $ 
maintained that no greater punifhment could be in* 
flidled on him than degradation: And when the 
king demanded that immediately after he was de
graded he fhould be tried by the civil power, the 
primate afferted that it was iniquitous to try a man 
twice upon the fame accufation, and for the fame 
offencea.

H e n r y ’,  laying hold of fb plaufible a pretence, 
refolved to pufh the clergy with regard to all their 
privileges, which they had raifed to an enormous 
height, and to determine at once thofe controverfies 
which daily multiplied between the civil and the 
ecclefiaftical jurifdi£tions. H e fummoned an affem- 
bly of all the prelates of England j and he put to 
them this concife and decifive queftion, Whether 
or not they were willing to fubmit to the ancient

Y Neubr. p, 394-* 2 Fitz-Steph. p. 33. Hift- Quad. p. 32.
a Fiu-Steph, p. 29. Hift. Quad. p. 33. 4.5. Hoveden, p. 4-92. 

M . Paris, p. 72. Diceto, p. 536, 537* Brampton, p. 205S* 
Oervaie, p. 1384, Epiih St. Tbom, p. 208, 209.
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P, laws and cuftoms of the kingdom ?, The bifhops 
unanimoufly replied, that they were willing, faving 
their own- orderb: A  device by which they thought 
to dude the prefent urgency o f the king's demand,, 
yet referve to themfelves, on a favourable oppor
tunity, the power of refuming all their pretenfions. 
The king was fenfible of the artifice, and was pro
voked to the higheft indignation. H e left the aft 
fembly, with viable marks of his difpleafure: He 
required the primate inftantly to furrender the ho
nours and caftlt̂ s of Eye and Berkham: The bi- 
{hops were terrified, and expefted .ftill farther 
effe&s of his refentment, Becket alone was in
flexible ; ana nothing but the interpofition of the 
pope’s legate and almoner, Philip, who dreaded a 
breach with fo powerful a prince at fo unfeafonable a 
junfture, could have prevailed on him to retraft the 
faving claufe, and give a general and abfolute pro- 
irtife of obferving the .ancient cuftoms c.

B u t  Henry was not content with a declaration in 
thefe general terms; He* refolved, ere it was too 
late, to define exprefsly thole cuftoms with which he 
required compliance, and to put a ftop to clerical 
yfurpations before they were fully confolidated, and 
could plead antiquity, as they already did a facred 
authority, in their favour. The claims of the church 
were open and vifible. After a gradual and in fen- 
fible progrefs during many centuries, the mafic had 
at laft been taken off, and feveral eccleiiaftical coun
cils, by their canons, which were pretended to be 
irrevocable and infallible, had pofitively defined 
thofe privileges and immunities, which gave fuch 
general offence, and appeared fo dangerous to the 
civil magiftrate* Henry therefore deemed it ne- 
ceiiary to define with the fame precifion the limits 
of the civil power; to qppofe his legal cuftoms to 
their divine ordinances; to determine the exact boon-

h Fitz-Steph. p, 31, Hsft. Qt^d, p. 54-, Hoved.en, p. 4.92.
" Hift, Q âd* p. 37. Hoveden, p. 493. Gervaie, p. 13S5*
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daries of the rival jurifdidtions ; and for this ]?ur- c  P» 
pofe he fummoned a general council o f the nobility r ‘ r 
and prelates at Clarendon, to whom he fubmittea 1164.. 
this great and important queftion. 25thJan,

T h e  barons were all gained to the king’s party, Conitim- 
either by the reafons which he urged, or by his fu- 
perior authority: The biihops were overawed by the 
general combination againft them: And the follow
ing laws, commonly called the Conjlitutions of Claren  ̂
dony were voted without oppofition by this affemblyd.
It was enacted, that all fuits concerning the advow- 
fon and prefentation of churches ihould be deter
mined in the civil courts: T hat the churches be
longing to the king’s fee, fhould not be granted 
in perpetuity without his confent: That clerks ac- 
cufed o f any crime ihould be tried in the civil 
courts: That no perfon, particularly no clergy
man o f any rank, ihould depart the kingdom with
out the king’s licenfe: That excommunicated 
perfons ihould not be bound to give fecurity for 
continuing in their prefent place of abode: That 
laics ihould not be accufed in ipirkual courts, ex
cept by legal and reputable promoters and wit- 
neffes: That no chief tenant o f the crown ihould 
be excommunicated, nor his lands be put under 
an interdidt, except with the king’s cpnfent : That 
all appeals in fpiritual caufes ihould be carried 
from the archdeacon to the bilhop, from the 
biihop to the primate, from him to the'king; and 
ihould be carried no farther without the king’s 
confent: That if  any law-fuit arofe between a 
layman and a clergyman concerning a tenant, 
and it be difputed whether the land be a lay or 
an ecclefiaftical fee, it ihould firft be determin
ed by the verdidT of twelve lawful men to what 
clafs it belonged j  and if  it be found to be a 
lay-fee, the caufe ihould finally be determined in
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£ HAP.  the civil courts: That no inhabitant in demefhe 
VIIJ‘ , ihould be excommunicated for non-appearance in 

a fpiritual court, till the chief officer o f the place 
where he refides be confulted, that he may com
pel him by the civil authority to give fatisfa&ion 
to the church: That the archbiihops, biihops, and 
other fpiritual dignitaries, ihould be regarded as 
barons of the realm; ihould poileis the privileges 
and be fubje&ed to the burthens belonging to that’ 
rank; and ihould be bound to attend the king in 
his great councils, and affift at all trials, till the 
feutence, either of death or lofs o f members, be 
given againft the criminal: That the revenue of 
vacant fees ihould belong to the king ; the chapter, 
or fuch of them as he pleafes to fummon, ihould fit 
in the king’s chapel till they made the new eleftion 
with his confent, and that the biihop-ele£t ihould 
do homage to the crown : That if  any baron or 
tenant in capite ihould refufe to fubmit to the fpi
ritual courts, the king ihould employ his autho
rity in obliging him to make fuch fubmiffions; if 
any of them throw off his allegiance to the king, 
the prelates ihould affift the king with their cen- 
fures in reducing him: That goods forfeited to the 
king ihould not be proteited in churches or 
church-yards: That the clergy ihould no longer 
pretend to the right of enforcing payment of debts 
eontra&ed by oath or prpmife; but ihould leave 
thefe law-fuits, equally with others, to, the deter
mination of the civil courts: And that the fbns of 
villains ihould not be ordained clerks, without the 
confent of their lorde.

T hese articles, to the num bered fixteen, were 
* calculated to prevent the chief ahufes which had 

prevailed in ecclefiaftical affairs, and to put an ef
fectual flop to the ufurpations o f the church, whi$h, 
gradually ftealing on, had threatened the total de-

e Hi(L Quad. p. 163. M . Paris* p, 70, 71. Spelm. Cone, 
vol. ii. p. 63, Gervale, p. 13&6, Wilkins, p. 311.
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itruction of the civil power* Henry, therefore, by G h  A p* 
reducing thofe ancient cuftoms of the realm to writ- t VIIL , 
ing, and by colle£ting them in a body, endeavoured I264, 
fo prevent all future difpute with regard to them; 
and by palling fo many ecclefiaftical ordinances in 
a national and civil affembiy, he fully eftablifhed 
the fuperiority of the legiilature above all papal de
crees or fpiritual canons, and gained a fignal vic
tory over the ecclefiaftics. But as he knew, that 
the bifhops, though overawed by the prefent com
bination of the crown and the barons, would take 
the firft favourable opportunity of denying the au
thority which had enailed thefe conftitutions 3 he 
refolved that they fhould all fet their feal to them, 
and give a promife to obferve them. None o f the 
prelates dared to oppofe his will $ except Becker, 
who, though urged by the earls of Cornwal and 
Leicefter, the barons of principal authority in the 
kingdom, pbftinately withheld his affent* A t  laft,
Richard de Haftings, grand prior o f the templars 
in England, threw himfelf on his knees before nim ; 
and with many tears entreated him, if  he paid any 
regard either to his own fafety or that o f the church, 
not to provoke, by a fruitlefs oppoiition, the in
dignation of a great monarch, who was refolutely 
bent on his purpofe, and who was determined to 
take full revenge on every one that ihould dare to 
oppofe himf. Becket, finding himfelf deferred by 
all the world, even by his own brethren, was at laft 
obliged to comply j and he promiled, legally, with 
good faiths and without fraud or referves, to ob
ferve the Gonftitutions; and he took an oath to that 
purpofe-. The king, thinking that he had now 
finally prevailed in this great enterpmfe, fent the 
conftitutions to pope Alexander, who then relided 
in France; and he required that pontiff’s radfica-

f Hift. Quad, p. 3S. Hoveden, p. $93. S Fitz-Stepiup. 35.
Epift. St. Thom. p. 25. h Fitz-Steph. p. 45. HdL Quad.

3tj. Gervale, p. 1386*
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tionofthem : But Alexander, who, though he had 
owed the moft important obligations ' to the king, 
plainly faw, that thefe laws were calculated to efta- 
blifh the independency o f England on the papacy, 
and of the royal power on the clergy, condemned 
them in the ftrongeft terms 3 abrogated, annulled, 
and rejefted them. There were only fix articles, 
the leaft important, which, for the fake of peace, 
he was willing to ratify.

B e c k e t , when he obferved that he might hope 
for fupport in an oppofition, expreffed the deepeit 
forrow for his compliance 3 and endeavoured to en
gage all the other bifliops in a confederacy to ad
here to their common rights, and to the ecclefiafti- 
cal privileges, in which he reprefented the interest 
and honour of God to be fo deeply concerned. He 
redoubled his aufterities, in order to punifh himfelf 
for his criminal affent to the conftitutions of Cla
rendon : He proportioned his difcipline to the enor
mity of his fuppofed offence: And he refufed to 
exercife any part of his-archiepifcopal function, till 
he fhould receive abfoifition from the pope 3 which 
was readily granted him. Henry, informed of his 
prefent difpofitions, refolved to take vengeance for 
this refra6tory behaviour; and he attempted to cruih 
him, by means of that very power which- Becket 
made fuch merit in. fupporting, H e applied to 
the pope, that he fhould grant the commiffion of le
gate in his dominions to the archbifhop of York; 
but Alexander, as politic as he, though he granted 
the commiffion,, annexed a claufe, that it fhould 
not impower the legate to execute any a£t in preju
dice of the archbifhop-of Canterbury1: And the 
king, finding how fruitlefs fuch an authority would 
prove, fent back the commiffion by the fame mel- 
fenger that brought itk.
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T he primate, however, who found himfelf ftill c h a p * 
expofed to the king's indignation, endeavoured ._ 
twice to efcape fecretly from the kingdom; but was X1̂  
as often detained by contrary winds: And Henry 
haftenet! to make him feel the effects of an obfti- 
nacy, which he deemed fo criminal. H e inftigated 
John, marefchal o f the exchequer, to fue Becket 
in the archiepifcopai court for feme lands, part of 
the manor of Pageham; and to appeal thence to 
the king's court for juftice k On the day appoint
ed for trying the caufo, the primate fent four 
knights to reprefent certain irregularities in John's 
appeal j and at the fame time to excufe himfelf, on 
account of fickriefs, .for not appearing peribnally 
that day in the court. This flight offence (if it even 
deferve the name) was reprefented as a grievous 
contempt; the four knights were menaced, and 
with difficulty efeaped being fent to prifon, as offer
ing falfehoods to the court * ; and Henry, being 
determined to profecute Becket to the utmoft, fum- 
moned at Northampton a great council, which he 
purpofed to make the inftrument of his vengeance 
again ft the inflexible prelate,.

T he king had raifed Becket from a low ftatioix 
to  the higheft offices, had honoured him with his 
countenance and friendfhip, had trufted to his affift- 
ance in forwarding his favourite project againft the 
clergy; and when he found him become of a fuddeu 
his moft rigid opponent, while every one befide 
complied with his will, rage at the difappointment, 
and indignation againft luch . fignal ingratitude, 
tranfported him beyond all bounds of moderation; 
and there feems to have entered more o f paffion 
than of iuilice, or even of policy, in this violent 
profecution m. The barons, notwithftanding, in the 
great council, voted whatever fenreiice he was pleat
ed to dictate to them > and the biihops themielves,

1 Hoveden, p, 494. M . Paris, p* 71. Diceto, p. 537,
*  See note [K] at ihe end of the volume« ® Neubr* p* 794»
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c h AP. who undoubtedly bore a fecret favour to Beckety
v VIIL , and regarded him as the champion of their pri-

1164.. vileges, concurred with the reft* in the defign of 
oppreiftng their primate. In vain did Becket urge, 
that his court was proceeding with the utmoft re
gularity and juftice in trying the marefchal’s eaufe; 
which, however, he faid, would appear from the 
iherifFs teftimony to be entirely unjuft and ini
quitous : That he himfelf had difcovered no con
tempt of the king’s court $ but, oh the contrary, 
by fending four knights xo excufe his abfence, had 
virtually acknowledged its authority: That he alfo, 
in confequence of the king’s fummons, perfbnally 
appeared at prefent in the great council, ready to 
juftify his caufe againft the marefchal, and to fub- 
mit his conduit to their enquiry and jurifdiftion: 
That even lhould it be found that he had been 
guilty of non-appearance, the laws-had affixed a 
very flight penalty to that offence : And that, as he 
was an inhabitant of Kent, where his archiepifcopal 
palace was feated, he was by law entitled to fome 
greater indulgence than ufual in the rate of his 
fine11.. Notwithftanding thefe pleas, he was con* 
demned as guilty of a contempt o f the king’s 
court, and - as wanting in the fealty which he had 
fworn tp his fovereign $ all his goods and chattels 
were confifcated* $ and that this triumph over the 
church might be carried to the utmoft, Henry 
biihop of Winchefter, the prelate who had been fo 
powerful in the former reign, was, in ipite of his 
remonftrances, obliged, by order o f the court, to 
pronounce the fentence againft him p. The pri
mate lubmitted to the decree $ and all the prelates, 
except Folliot, bifhop of London, who paid court 
to the king by this fingularity, became fureties for 
hi mV It is remarkable, that feveral Norman ba
rons voted in this council $ and we may conclude,

n Fitz*Steph. p, 37. 4*. , e Hift. Quad. p. 47. Hoveden,
p. 4 4̂. Gervafe, p. 1389. P Fitz-Steph, p. 37, s -
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with feme probability* that a like pradice had pre- c h a p , 
vailed in many of the great councils fummoned t_VIII‘ _Jt 
iince the conqueft, For the contemporary hifto- 1164., 
rian* who has given us a full account o f thefe tranf- 
a&ions* does not mention this circumftance as any 
wife Angularr* and Becket* in all his fubfequent 
remonftrances* with regard to the fevere treatment 
which he had met with* never founds any objec
tion on an irregularity* which to us appears very 
palpable and flagrant, So little preciiion wTas there 
at that time in the government and conftitution !

T he king was not content with this fentence* 
however violent and oppreffive. Next day* he de
manded of Becket the fum of three hundred 
pounds, which the primate had levied upon the 
honours of Eye and Berkham, while in his pofief- 
iion, Becket* after premifing that he was not obli
ged to anfwer to this fuit* becaufe it was not con
tained in his fummons* after remarking that he 
had expended more than that fum in the repairs of 
thofe caftles, and of the royal palace at London; 
expreffed however his refolution* that money fnould 
not be any ground of quarrel between him and his 
fovereign: H e agreed to pay the fum ; and imme
diately gave fureties for i t s. In the iiiblequent 
meeting, the king demanded five hundred marks* 
which* he affirmed* he had lent Becket during the 
war at Touloufe1; and another fum to the fame 
amount, for which that prince had been furety for 
him to a Jew. Immediately after thefe two claims* 
he preferred a third of frill greater importance : H e 
required him to give in the accounts o f his admi- 
niftration while chancellor* and to pay the balance 
due from the revenues of all the prelacies, abbies* 
and baronies* which had* during that time* been 
fubjefted to his management0, Beeket obferved* 
that* as this demand was totally unexpected* he had

r Fitz-Steph. p* 36. s Ibid, p, 38. * Hifr* Qpsd,
p. 47. » Hoveden* p. 494-. Diceto, p, 53?,
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c  H AP* not com e prepared to anfwer it; b u t he required a 
VHI*  ̂ delay, and prom ifed in that cafe to g iv e  fatisfa&iom

‘ The king infilled upon furetles; and Becket de-
fired leave to confult his fuffragans In a cafe of fuch 
importance w. .

It is. apparent, from the known character of 
Henry, and from the ufual vigilance o f his go- 
vermaient, that, when he promoted Becket to the 
fee o f Canterbury, he was, on good grounds, well 
pleafed with his adminiftration in the former high of
fice with which he had entrufted him ; and that, even 
If that prelate had diffipated money beyond the in
come of his place, the king was fatisfied that his 
expences were not blameable, and had in the main 
been calculated for his fervice*. Tw o years had 
fince elapfed; no demand had, during that time, 
been made upon hi m; it was not rill the quarrel 
arofe concerning eccleiiaflicaL privileges, that the 
claim was flatted, and the primate was, of a hid
den, required to produce accounts of fuch intricacy 
and extent before a tribunal which had fhown a 
determined refolutiomto ruin and opprefs him, To 
find fureties, that he ihould anfwer fo boundlefs 
and uncertain a claim, which, in the king's eili- 
marion-amounted, to 44,000 marks7y was.imprac
ticable; andBeckeris fuffragans were extremely at 
a lofs what counfel^to give him in fuch a critical 
emergency. By the advice of the biihop of Win- 
chefter he offered two thoufand marks as a general 
fatisraftion for all demands: But this offer was re
medied by the-king Sortie prelates exhorted him 
to refign his fee, on condition of receiving an ae- 
quittah Others were* of opinion, that he ought to 
fubmit himfelf entirely to the -king's mercya: But 
the primate, thus puihed to the utmoft, had too 
much courage fink under oppreffion; H e de-

w Fitz-Steph. p. 3S. x Hoveden, p, 495. Y Eplih
St. Thom, p, 315. s FiU-Steph. p. 38, a Fitz*Steph,
p. 39. Gervafej.p, 1390,
■ , termined

400 H I S T O R Y  O F  E N G L A N D .



ter mined to brave all his enemies* to truft to the c  ^  p* 
facredneis of his character for prote&ion* to in-  ̂ j  
volve his caufe with that of God and religion* and 11-64- 
to itand the utmoft efforts of royal indignation.

A f t e r  a few days fpent in deliberation* Becket 
Went to church* and faid mafs* where he had pre- 
vioufly ordered, that the introit to the communion 
fervice ihould begin with thefe words, Princes /at 
andfpake againft me; the paffage appointed for the 
martyrdom of 5 t* Stephen, whom the primate 
thereby tacitly pretended to referable in his fuffer- 
ings for the fake o f righteoufhefs. H e went thence 
to court arrayed in his facred veftments: As foon 
as he arrived within the palace-gate* he took the 
crofs .into his own hands* bore it aloft as his pro
tection* and marched in that pofture into the royal 
apartmentsb. The king* who was in an inner 
room* was aftonifhed at this parade, by which the 
primate feemed to menace him and his court with 
the fen ten ce of excommunication \ and he fent fame 
o f the prelates to remonftrate with him on account 
o f fuch audacious behaviour. Thefe prelates com
plained to Becket* that* by fubferibing himfelf to 
the conftitutions of Clarendon* he had feduced 
them to imitate his example 5 and that now* when 
it was too* late* he pretended to fhake off all Sub
ordination to the civil power* and appeared defir- 
ous of involving them in the guilt which muff at
tend any violation of thofe laws* eftablifhed by 
their cpnfent* and ratified by their fubferiptions 
Becket replied* that he had indeed fubferibed the 
conftitutions of Clarendon, legally* with goad faith* 
and without fraud or r e fe r v e but in thefe words 
was virtually implied a falvo for the. rights of their 
order, which* being conne&ed with the caufe of:
God and his church* could never. be * relinquiihed 
by their oaths and engagements: That if he and

b Fitz-Steph. p. 40. Hift. Quad, p, $3, Hovede:  ̂ p. 4=4- 
Neubr. p.394. Epill, St. Thom. p. 43. c Fitz-iitph- p- 55*
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they had erred in refigning the ecclefiaftical privp 
leges; the beft atonement they could now make 
was to retrail their confent, which, in fuch a cafe* 
could never be obligatory, and to follow the pope’s 
authority, who had ioiemnly annulled the confti- 
tutions of Clarendon, and had abfolved them from 
all oaths which they had taken to obferve them; 
That a determined refolution was evidently em
braced to opprefs the church ; the ftorm had firffc 
broken upon him; for a flight offence, and which 
too was falfely imputed to him, he had been tyran
nically condemned to a grievous .penalty ; a new 
and unheard-of claim was fince ftarted, in which he 
could expedt no juftice; and he plainly faw, that he 
was the deftinecf vidtim, who, by his ruin, muft 
prepare the way for the abrogation o f all fpiritual 
immunities : That he ftridtly inhibited them who 
were his fuffragans from affifting at any fuch trial, 
or giving their fandtion to any fentence againft 
him; he put himfelf and his fee. under the protec
tion of the fupreme pontiff; and appealed to him 
againft any penally which his iniquitous judges 
might think proper to-infiidl upon him : And that, 
however terrible the indignation of fo great a mo
narch as Henry, his fword could only kill the bo
dy ; while that of the church, entrlifted into the 
hands of the primate, could kill the foul, and throw 
the difobedient into infinite and eternal perdition d.

A p p e a l s  to the pope, even in ecclefiaftical 
caufes, had been abolifiled by the conftitucions of 
Clarendon, and were become criminal by law; but 
an appeal in a civil caufe, fuch as the king's de
mand upon Becket, was a pradtice altogether new 
and unprecedented; it tended diredtly to the fub- 
verfion of the government, and could receive no 
colour of excufe, except from the,determined refo- 
lution, which was but too apparent in Henry and the

■d i4itz-Sl'ph. p-4-z. 44., 45, 46* Hift.. Qiirii. p. 57. Hoveden, 
P‘ 4-95*1 M. Parts, p. 72. Epift. St, Thom, p. 43. 19s* ..

H I S T O R Y  O F  E N G L A N D ,



great council,,to effe&uate, without juftice, but un- c  h a p« 
der colour of law, the total ruin of the inflexible , f
primate. The king, having now obtained a pre- 1164. 
text fo much more plaufible for his violence, would 
probably have puihed the affair to the utmoft ex
tremity againft him; but Becket gave him no lei- 
fure to conduft the profecution. He refufed fo 
much as to hear the fentence, which the barons, fitting 
apart from the biihops, and joined to feme fheriffs 
and barons of the fecond rank % had given upon the 
king's claim: He-departed from the palace; afked Banifh- 
Henry's immediate permiffion to leave Northamp- 
ton 5 and upon meeting with a refufal, he withdrew fe- 
creriy ; wandered about in difguife for fbme time; and 
atlaft took fhipping, and arrived fafely at Gravelines.

T he violent and unjuit profecution of Becket 
had a natural tendency to turn the public favour on 
his fide, and to make men overlook his former in
gratitude towards the king, and his departure from 
all oaths and engagements, as well as the enormity 
of thofe ecclefiaftical privileges, of which he affected 
to be the champion. There were many other rea- 
fons which procured him countenance and protection 
in foretgn countries. Philip earl of Flandersf, 
and Lewis king of France3, jealous of the rifing 
greatnefs of Henry, were well pleaied to give him 
difturbance in his government; and forgetting that 
this was the common caufe of princes, they affefted 
to pity extremely the condition of the exiled pri
mate ; and the latter even honoured him with a vifit 
at Soifibns, in which city he had Invited him to fix 
his refidence\ The pope, whofe interefts were 
more immediately concerned in fupporting him,

e Fitz Steph. p. 46, This hi dorian is funpofed to mean the more 
eonfiderable vilify 1$ of the chief barons : Thtde had no title to nt m 
the great council, and the giving them a place there was a palpable 
irregularity i Which however is not in lilted on in any of Bechet's re- 
mo n ift ranees. A  farther proof how little hired the con Citation 
st that time ! ■f Epiit. St. Thom. p. 3 5 = 3 Ibid. p. 37.

il Hift, Qnad. p, 76.
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c h a p , gave a cold reception to a magnificent embafty
, vnL , which Henry fent to accufe him; while Becket 

^64. himfelf, who had come to Sens in order to juftify 
his caufe before the fovereign pontiff, was received 
with the greateft marks of diftinftion. The king, 
in revenge, fequeftered the revenues of Canter
bury ; and by a conduit which might be efteemed 
arbitrary, had there been at that time any regular 
check on royal authority, he banifhed all the prb 
mate's relations and domeftics, to the number of 
four hundred, whom he obliged to fwear, before 
their departure, that they would inftantly join their 
patron. But this policy, by which Henry endea
voured to reduce Becket fooner to neceffity, loft its 
effect: The pope, when they arrived, beyond fea, 
abfolved them from their oath, and diftributed 
them among the convents in France and Flanders: 
A  refidence was afligned to Becket himfelf in the 
convent of Pontigny, where he lived for feme years 
in great magnificence, partly from a peniion grant
ed him on the revenues of that abbey, partly from 
remittances made him by the French monarch. 

si65* T he more to ingratiate himfelf with the pope, 
•Becket refigned' into his hands the fee of Canter
bury, to which, he affirmed, he had been unca- 
nonically .elefted by the authority of the royal man
date ; and Alexander, in his turn, befides inverting 
him anew with that dignity, pretended to abrogate, 
by a bull, the fentence which the great council of 
England had paffed againft him. Henry, after 
attempting in vain to procure a conference with the 
pope, who departed feon after for Rome, whither 
the'profperous ftate of his affairs now invited him, 
made provifions againft. the confequences of that 
breach which impended between his kingdom and 
the apoftolic fee. H e iffued orders to his juftici- 
aries, inhibiting,, under fevere penalties, all appeals 
to the pope or archbifhop; forbidding any one to 
receive any mandates from them, or apply in any
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cafe to their authority ; declaring it treafonable to 
bring from either o f them an interdict upon the 
kingdom, and puniihable in fecular clergymen by 
the lofs of their eyes and by caftration, in regulars 
by amputation of their feet, and in laics with death; 
and menacing with fequeftration and banifhment 
the perfons themfelves, as well as their kindred, 
who ihould pay obedience to any fuch interdict : 
And he farther obliged all his fubjeds to fwear to 
the obfervance of thofe orders \ Thefe were edids 
o f the utmoft importance, affeded the lives and 
properties of all the fubjeds, and even changed, for 
the time, thé national religion, by breaking off all 
communication with Rome: Y et were they ev
aded by the idle authority of the king, and were 
derived entirely from his will and pleafure.

T he fpiritual powers, which, in the primitive 
church, were, in a great meaiure, dependant on 
the civil, = had by a gradual progrefs reached an 
equality and independence ; and though the limits 
o f the two jurifdidions were difficult to afcertain or 
define, it was not impoilible, but, by moderation 
on both iides, government might {till have been 
conduded in that imperfed and irregular manner 
which attends all human Inftitutions. But as thé 
ignorance of the age encouraged the eccleiiafties 
daily to extend their privileges, and even to ad
vance maxims totally incompatible with civil go- 
vernmentk, Henry had thought it high time to put 
an end to their prétendons, and formally, in a pub
lic council, to fix thofe powers which belonged to 
the magiftrate, and which he was for the feature de
termined to maintain. In this attempt he was led 
to re-eftablifh cuftoms, which, though ancient, were 
beginning to be aboliihed by a contrary pradice,

* Hi it. Quad* p. 8S» 167. Hoveden, p. 496* Pans, p. 73.
k $>uis dubiiet, fays Becket to the king, Jdcerrfotes Ckriffi regum et ¿triad* 
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and which were ftiil more ftfongly oppofed by the 
prevailing opinions and lend men ts of the age. 
Principle, therefore, ftood on the one fide, power 
on the other; and if the Englifti had been a&uated 
by confidence more than by prefent intereft, the 
controverfy mutt foon, by die general defeiHon of 
Henry’s fubjeits, have been decided againft him. 
Becket, in order to forward this event, filled all 
places with exclamations againft the violence which 
ho had fuffered. H e compared himfelf to Chrift, 
who had been condemned by a lay tribunal and 
who was crucified anew in the prefent opprefiions 

mnder which his church laboured: H e took it for 
granted, as a point inconteftable,. that his caufe was 
the caufe of Go dm: H e affumed the character of 
champion for the patrimony of the Divinity: He 
pretended to be the fpiritual father o f the king and 
all the people of England11: H e even told Henry, 
that kings reign folely by the authority of the 
church0; And though he had thus torn off the veil 
more openly on the one fide, than that prince had 
on the other, he feerned ftiil, from the general fa
vour borne him by the ecciefiaftics, to have all the 
advantage in the argument. The king, that he 
might employ the weapons of temporal power re
maining in his hands, fufpended the payment of 
Peter’s-pence ; he made advances towards an alli
ance with the emperor, Frederic Barbarofla, who 
was at that time engaged in violent wars with pope 
Alexander ; he difcovered fome intentions of ac
knowledging Pafcal HI. the-p'refent anti-pope, who 
was prodded by that emperor; and by t-hefe ex
pedients he endeavoured to terrify the enterprifing 
though prudent pontiff from proceeding to extre
mities againft him.

H I S T O R Y  OP E N G L A N D .
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B u t  the violence of Becked ftill more than the  ̂ y 1  ̂? 
nature of the controverfy, kept affairs from remain- , "  ,
ing long in fufpenfe between the parties. That 1160. 
prelate, inftigated by revenge, and animated by the 
prefent glory attending his fituation, pufhed mat
ters to a decifion, and .iffued a cenfure, excommu
nicating the king's chief minifters by name, and 
comprehending iij general all thole who favoured or 
obeyed the-conffitutions of Clarendon : Thefe con- 
ftitutions he abrogated and annulled; he abfolved 
all men from the oaths which they had taken to ob- 
ferve them; and he fufpended the fpiritual thunder 
over Henry himfelf only that the prince might 
avoid the blow by a timely repentance

T he fituation of Henry was fo unhappy, that 
he could employ no expedient for faving his minif
ters from this terrible cenfure, but by appealing to 
the pope himfelf, and having recourfe to a tribunal ' 
whole authority he had himfelf attempted to abridge 
in this very article of appeals, and which, he knew, 
was fo deeply engaged on the fide of his adverfary.
But even this expedient was not likely to be long 
effectual. Becket had obtained from the pope a 
legantine commiffion over England; and in virtue 
of that authority, which admitted of no appeal, he 
fummoned the blihops of London, Saiifbury, and 
others, to attend him, and ordered, under pain of 
excommunication, the ecclefiaftics, fequeftered on 
his account, to be reitored in two months to all 
their benefices, But John of Oxford, the king's 
agent with the pope, had the addrefs to procure 
orders for fuipending this fentence$ and he gave 
the pontiff fuch hopes of a fpeedy reconcilement 
between the king and Becket, that two legates,
William of Pavia and Otho, were feat to Nor-

P Fitz-Steph. p. 56. Hift. Quad. P* 9 3 * P* ?4 *
Beaulieu Vie tie St. 'Fhoiiu p* 213* Epift, St. Thom. p. 14-3* s23*
Hoveden, p, 4.99,
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mandy, where the king then refided, and they en
deavoured to find expedients for thatpurpofe. But 
the pretenfions of the parties were, as yet, too op- 
pofite to admit o f an accommodation: The'king 
required, that all the conftitutions o f Clarendon 
ihould be ratified; Bec-ket, 'that, previoufly to 
any agreement, he and his adherents ihould be-re
stored to their poffeffions: Andris the legates had 
no power to pronounce a definitive - Sentence on ei
ther fide, the negotiation foon after came to no
thing. The cardinal of Pavia alfo, being1 much 
attached to Henry, took care to protraft the nego
tiation; to mitigate the pope, by the accounts 
which he fent of that prince's condu£t; and to pro
cure him every poffible indulgence from the fee of 
Rome. About this time the king had alfo the ad- 
drefs to obtain a diipenfation for the marriage of 
his third fon Geoffrey, with the heir.efs of Britan- 
n y; a conceffion which? confidering Henry'S de
merits towards the church, gave great fcandal both 
to Becket, and to his, zealous patron the king of 
France.

T he intricacies of the feudal law had, in that 
age, rendered the boundaries of power between the 
prince and his vaffals, and between one prince and 
another, as uncertain as thofe - between the crown 
and the mitre; and all wars took their origin from 
difputes, which, had there been any tribunal pof- 
feifed of power to enforce their decrees* ought tq 
have been decided only before a court of judicature, 
Henry, in profecution of Pome controverfies, in 
which he was involved with the count of Auvergne  ̂
a vaiial of the dutchy of Guienne, had invaded the 
territories of that nobleman; who had recourfe to 
the king of France, his fuperior lord, for protec
tion, and thereby kindled a 'vyar between the two. 
monarchs. But this war was, as ufual, qo lefts fee
ble in its operations, that it was frivolous in its

H I S T O R Y  OF E N G L A N D .
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jcaufe and objeft: and after occafioning fome mu- c  H A P, 

tual depredations'1, and fome infurre&ions among ^ vnr*  ̂
the barons of Poiftou and Guienne, was termi^ $167, 
nated by a peacet The terms of this peace were 
rather difadvantageous to Henry, and prove that 
that prince had, by reafon of his conteft with the 

- ^ h u rch , loft the fupe.riority which he had hitherto 
‘ ma&itained oyer the crown of France; An addi- 

•"* tional motive to him for accommodating thole dif?
• ferences.

' T he pope and the king began at iaft to perceive,
' /that, in- the prefent fxtuation of affairs, neither of 
T  thepa Could expect a final and decifive vi&ory over 
*’ thevdrfi£iy and that they had more to fear than to 

hope ,.;/rbm the duration of the controverfy.
Thbugh -tljfe vigour of Henry's government had 
confirmed \bks authority in ail his dominions, his 
throne ¿might be iliaken by a lentence o f excommu
nication f' and.-if England itfclf could, by its fitua- 
tiony-bp more eafily guarded againft the contagion 
o f iup^ftitious prejudices, his French provinces at 
leaft,.:’̂ wHpfe /communication was open with the 
neighbouring ftates, would be much expofed, on 
fhat »account, to fome great revolution or cqnvul- 
fioiT. H e could not, therefore, reafonably Ima- 

j gine that the pope, while he retained fuch a check 
upon him, would formally recognife the conftitu- 
tions of Clarendon, which both put an end to paT 
pal pretenfions in England, and would give an ex
ample to other ftates of afierting a like independ
ency k Pope Alexander, on the other hand, be
ing ftill engaged in dangerous wars with the em
peror Frederic, might juftly apprehend, that Henry, 
rather than relinquifh claims of fuch importance,
\vould join the party of his enemy 5 and as the trials 
hitherto made o f the Ipiritual weapons by Becket

4 Hoveden, p, 5*7. M. Paris,, p. 75. Biceto* p* 54.7. Ger? 
vafe, p. 1402* 1403. Robert de'Monte*

f Epiil, St. Thom. p. 330, 3 Xbid. p* 276*
11 bad



had not fucceeded to his expeftation, and every 
thing had remained quiet in all the king’s domi
nions, nothing feemed impoffible to the capacity 
and vigilance o f fo great a monarch. The difpofi- 
tion o f minds on both fides, refill-ting from thefe 
cireumftances, produced frequent attempts towards 
an accommodation; but as both parties knew that 
the eflential articles o f the difpute could not then be 
terminated, they entertained a. perpetual jealoufy of 
each other, and were anxious not to lofe the leait 
advantage in the negotiation. The nuncios Gra- 
tian and Vivian, having received a cbm'miffion to 
endeavour a reconciliation, met with the king in 
Normandy; and after all differences feemed to be 
adjufted, Henry offered to fign the treaty, $with a 
falvo to his royal dignity $ which gave filch, umbrage 
to Becket, that the negotiation, in the end,*became 
fruidefs, and the excommunications ‘we're renewed 
againft the king’s miniflers. Another negotiation 
was condufted at Montmirail, in preffoceoof the 
king of France and the French prelates; where 
Becket alfo offered to make his fubmifftoiis, with a 
falvo to the honour of God, and the liberties of the 
church ; which, for a like reafon, was extremely 
offenfive to the king, and rendered the treaty abor
tive. A  third, conference, under the fame media
tion, was broken off, by Becket’s infixing on a like 
referve in his fubmiffions; and even in a fourth 
treaty, when all the terms were adjufted, and when 
the primate expetfted to be introduced to the king, 
and to receive the kifs of peace, which it was ufual 
for princes to grant in thofe times, and which was 
regarded as a fure pledge of forgivenefs, Henry re
fused him that honour; under pretence, that, dur
ing his anger, he had made a rafh vow to that pur- 
pofe. This formality ferved, among fuch jealous 
fpirits, to prevent the conclufion of the treaty; and 
though the difficulty was attempted to be overcome 
by a difpenfation which the pope granted to Henry

from
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from his vow, that prince could not be prevailed on c h a p * 
to depart from the refolution which he had taken.

I n one o f thefe conferences, at which the French 1169. 
king was prefent, Henry faid to that monarch:

There have been many kings of England, ibme* 
o f greater, fome of lefs authority than myfelf:

C£ There have alfo been many archbiihops of Can
terbury, holy and good men, and entitled to 
every kind of refpeit; Let Becket but ait to- 

u wards me with the fame fubmiflion which the 
tc greateft o f his predeceflors have paid to the leaft 
fc of mine, and there iliall be no controverfy be- 
“  tween us.” , Lewis was fo ftruck with this ftate of 
the cafe, and with an offer which Henry made to 
fubmit his caufe to the French clergy, that he could 
not forbear condemning the primate, and withdraw
ing his friendihip from him during fome rime: But 
the bigotry o f that prince, and their common ani- 
mofity againft Henry, foon produced a renewal of 
their former good correfpondence.

A l l  difficulties were at laft adjufted between the 
parties; and the king allowed Becket to return, on 
conditions which may be efteemed both honourable 
and advantageous to that prelate. H e was not re- Compro- 
quired to give up any rights o f the church, or re- 
fign any of thole pretenfions which had been the 
original ground of the controverfy. It was agreed 
that all thefe queftions lhould be buried in oblivion ; 
but that Becket and his adherents ihould, without 
making farther fubmiffion, be reftored to all their 
livings, and that even the poffeiTors of fuch bene
fices as depended on the fee o f Canterbury, and had 
been filled during the primate’s abfence, fhould be 
expelled, and Becket have liberty to fupply the va
cancies h In return for conceffions which en
trenched fo deeply on the honour and dignity of the 
«crown, Henry reaped only the advantage of feeing
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his minifters abfolved from the fentence o f excom
munication pronounced againft them, and o f pre
venting the interdift, which, i f  thefe hard condi
tions had not been complied with, was ready to be 
laid on all his dominions V  It was eafy to fee how 
much he dreaded that event, when a prince o f fo 
high a fpirit could fubmit to terms fo difhonourable 
in order to prevent it. So anxious was Henry to 
accommodate all differences, and to reconcile him- 
felf fully with Becket, that he took the moft ex
traordinary fteps to flatter his vanity, and even, 
on one occafion, humiliated himfelf fo far as to 
hold the ftirrup o f that haughty prelate while he 
mounted y.

B u t  the king attained not even that temporary 
tranquillity which he had hoped to reap from thefe 
expedients. During the heat o f his quarrel with 
Becket, while he was every day expediting an inter
dict to be laid on his kingdom, and a fentence o f 
excommunication to be fulminated againft his per- 
fon, he had thought it prudent to have his ion, 
prince Henry, affociated with him in the royalty, 
and to make him be crowned king by the hands o f 
Roger archbifhop of York, By this precaution he 
both enfured the fucceffron of that prince, which, 
confidering the many paft irregularities in that 
point, could not but be efteemed fomewhat pre
carious ; and he preferved at lead his family on the 
throne, if the fentence of excommunication fhould 
have the effeCt which he dreaded, and fhould make 
his fubjefts renounce their allegiance to him. 
Though this defign was conducted with expedition 
and fecrecy, Becket, before it was carried into exe
cution, had got intelligence o f i t : and being de- 
firous of obftru&ing all Henry’s meafures, as "well 
as anxious to prevent this affront to himfelf, who

x Hi ft, Quad, p, 104., Brompton, p. 1063, Gervafe, p. 140^ 
Epift. St. Thom, p, 704, 705, 706., 70.7. 793, 7-73) 794. Benedift. 
AbbaSj p. 70» y Epii{, 45. lib., 5,
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pretended to the foie right, as archbiihop o f Can- c  H A  P. 
terbury, to officiate in the coronation, he had inhi- L VI*T* 
bited all the prelates o f England from affifting at 
this cerempny, had procured from the pope a man
date to the fame purpofe2, and had incited the 
king o f  France to proteft againft the coronation o f 
young Henry, unlefs the princefs, daughter o f that 
monarch, ihould at the fame time receive the royal 
unilion. There prevailed in that age an opinion, 
which was a-kin to its other fuperftitions, that the 
royal unilion was effential to the exercife o f royal 
power 1 : It was therefore natural both for the king 
o f France, careful o f his daughter's eftablifhment, 
and for Becket, jealous o f his own dignity, to de
mand, in the treaty with Henry, fome fatisfadlion 
in this effential point. Henry, after apologifing to 
Lewis for the omiffion with regard to Margaret, 
and excufing it on account o f the fecrecy and dif- 
patch requifite for conduiling that meafure, pro- 
mifed that the ceremony _ ihould be renewed in the 

* perfons both o f the prince and princeis: And he 
allured Becket, that belides receiving the acknow
ledgments of Roger and the other biihops for the 
feeming affront put on the fee o f Canterbury, the 
primate ihould, as a farther fatisfailion, recover, his 
rights by officiating in tffis coronation. But the 
violent ipirit of Becket, elated by the power o f the 
church, and by the viilory which he had already 
obtained over his fovereign, was not content with 
this voluntary compenfation, but refolved to make 
the injury, which he pretended to have foffered, a 
handle for taking revenge on all his enemies. On 
his arrival in England he met the archbiihop o f 
Y ork, and the biihops of London and Salifbury, 
who were on their journey to the king in Nor
mandy : H e notified to the archbiihop the fenrence 
o f  fufpenfion, and to the two biihops that of ex-

1 Hift. Quad, p, 103, Epift. St. Thom, p, Gervafe, p. 1412.
a Epiit. St. Thom. p. 70S.
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c  h  À  Pi communication, which at his felicitation the pope 
<_VI11* hae* Pronollnce<i  againft them. Reginald de W a- 

t i70; renne, and Gervafe de Cornhill, two of the king’s 
Becket’s rninifters who were employed on their duty in Kent, 
fVorìî ba- afked him, on hearing o f this bold attempt, whe- 
niihment* ther he meant to bring fire and fword into thé king

dom? But the primate, heedlefs of the reproof 
proceeded, in the moft oftentatious manner, to take 
poffeffion of his diocefe. In Rochefter, and all the 
-towns through which he palled, he was received 
with the Îhouts and acclamations of the populace. 
A s he approached Southwark, the clergy, thé laity, 
men of all ranks and ages, camé forth to meet him, 
and celebrated with hymns o f joy his triumphant 

* entrance. And though he was obliged, by order o f 
the young prince, who refided at Woodftoke, to re
turn to his diocefe, he found that he was not mif- 
taken when he reckoned upon the higheft venera
tion of the public towards his perfon and his dig
nity. H e proceeded, therefore, with the more 
courage to dart his fpiritual thunders : H e ifified 
the fentence of excommunication againft Robert de 
Broc and Nigel de Sackville, with many others, 
who either had affifted at the coronation o f the 
prince, or been aitive in the late perfecution of the 
exiled clergy. This violent meafure, by which he 
in effeit denounced war againit the king hifiifel£ is 
commonly afcribed to the vindiétive difpofition and 
imperious charaiter of Becket; but as this prelate 

1 was alfo a man of acknowledged abilities, we are
not, jn his paffions alone, to look for the caule o f 
his conduit, when he proceeded to thefe extremities 
againft his enemies. His fagacity had led him to* 
difcover all Henry’s intentions $ and he propofed, by 
this bold and unexpeited affault, to prevent the exe
cution of them. ' ,

T he king, from his experience of the difpofitions 
o f his people, was become fenfible that his enter- 
prife had been too bold in eftablilhing the conftitu- 

5 tions
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tions o f Clarendon, in defining all the branches o f c  
royal power, and in endeavouring to extort from ^ 
th€ church of England, as well as from the pope, 
an exprefs avowal of thefe difputed prerogatives. 
Confcious alfo of his own violence in attempting to 
break or fubdue the inflexible primate, he was not 
difpleafed to undo that meafure which had given his 
enemies fuch , advantage againft him ; and he was 
contented that the controverfy fhould terminate in 
that ambiguous manner, which was the utmoft that 
princes in thofe ages could hope to attain in their 
difputes with the fee of Rome. Though he drop
ped, for the prefent, the profecution o f Becker, he 
ftill referved to himfelf the right o f maintaining, 
that the conftitutions o f Clarendon, the original 
ground o f the quarrel, were both the ancient cuf- 
toms and the prefent law of the realm: And though 
he knew that the papal clergy aflerted them to be 
impious in themfelves, as well as abrogated by the 
fentence of the lovereign pontiff, he intended, in 
ipite o f their clamours, fteadily to put thofe laws 
in execution b, and to truft to his own abilities, and 
to the courfe o f  events, for fuccefs in that perilous 
enterprife. H e hoped that Becket’s experience of 
a fix years’ exile would, after his pride was fully 
gratified by his reiteration, be fufficient to teach 
him more referve in his oppoikion: Or if any con
troverfy arofe, he expefted thenceforth to engage 
in a more favourable caufe, and to maintain with 
advantage, while the primate was now in his power % 
the ancient and undoubted cuftems of the king
dom againft the ufurpations of the clergy. But 
Becket determined not to betray the ecclefiaftical 
privileges by his connivanced, and apprehenfive left 
a prince of fuch profound policy, if allowed to pro
ceed in his own way, might probably in the end 
prevail, refoived to take all the advantage which

b Epift. $t. Thom. p. 837. 839. c Fitz Steph, p. 65.
d Epiit. St. Them. p. 34.5.

4 * 5

HAP.
vnr.
— * 1 ^
1170*

his



his préfent vi&ory gave him, and to difcShpert théf 
cautious meafures of thè king, by the vehémèncè 
and rigour of hb own condii¿i1 e. Affured of fupjiort 
from Rome,v he was little intimidated by dangers, 
which his courage taught him to defpifê  and which* 
even if attended with the moft fatal eonfequences* 
would ferve only to gratify his ambition and thirft 
of glory f.

W h e n  the fufpended and excommunicated pre
lates arrived at Baieux, where the king then refided, 
and complained to him of the violent proceedings 
of Becket, he. inftantly perceived the confequences j 
was fenhble that his whole plan of operations was 
overthrown ; forefaw that the dangerous conteft be
tween the civil and fpiritual powers, a conteft which 
he himfelf had firft roufed, but which he had en
deavoured, by all his late negotiations and concef- 
fions, to appeafe, muft come to an immediate and 
deci five iffue ; and he was thence thrown into the' 
moft violent commotion. The archbifhop of York 
remarked to him, that fo long as Becket lived, he 
could never expeft to enjoy peace or tranquillity : 
The king himfelf, being vehemently agitated, burft 
forth into an exclamation againft his fervants, 
whofe want of zeal, he faid, had fo long left him 
expofed to the enterprifes of that ungratefuL and 
imperious prelates. Four gentlemen of his houfe- 
hold, Reginald Fitz-Urfe, William de Tracia 
Hugh de Moreville, and Richard Brito, taking 
thefe paffionate expreffions to bea hint for Becket’s 
death, immediately communicated, their thoughts 
to each other ; and fwearing to avenge their prince's 
quarrel, fecretly withdrew from courth. Some 
menacing expreffions which they had dropped, gave 
a fufpicion of their defign ; and the king difpatched 
a rneffenger after them, charging them to attempt

HI STORY OF ENGLAND,
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ridifliittg àgÿnft the perfdn of the primate * : Bdc C h a p* 
thëfè :Ordèr§ arrived too late to prevent their fatal t vm* 
purpdie. The: four aflaffins, though, they took iÏiÇX** 
different roads to England, arrived nearly about the 
fame time at SaltwoOde near Canterbury $ and be
ing there joined by lome affiftants; they proceeded 
in great naftè to the archiepifcopal palace. - They 
found thé primatê  who trufted entirely to the fa-̂  
crednefs of his character* very flenderly attended ; 
and though they threw out many menaces and re
proaches agàinft him; he was fb incapable of fearj 
that,-f • without ufmg any precautions againft their 
violence, he immediately went to St. Benedict’s 
church to hear vefpers; They followed him thi- ©ec.^. 
ther, attacked him before the altar, and having Thomas°a 
cloven his head with many blows, retired without Becket. 
meeting any oppofition. This was the tragical end 
of Thomas a Becket, a prelate of the moft lofty, 
intrepidi and inflexible fpirit, who was able to co
ver torche world, and probably to himfèlfj the en- 
terprifés of pride and ambition, under the diiguife 
of IknCtity* and of zeal for the interefts of religion :
An extraordinary perlbnage, furely* had he been 
allowed to remain in his firffc ftation, and had di
rected the vehemence of his character to the fupport 
of law and juftice ; ■ inftead of being engaged, by the 
prejudices of the times, to iàerïiîce all private du
ties and public connections to ties which he ima
gined ôr rëpréfented as fuperior to every civil and 
political confideration. But no man who enters 
into the genius of that age can reafonably doubt 
of this prelate’s fincerity. The fpirit of fuperftition 
was fo prevalent, that it infallibly caught every 
earelefs rèafoner,' much more every one Whole in- 
tereftj, and honour̂  and ambition, were engaged to 
fuppôrt if i " All the wretched literature of the times 
Was1' inlifted on that dMéï Some faint glimmerings 
of comruoii ifenfe might fometimes pierce through

* Hift, Qjiad. »4*. Trivet̂  p. 55.
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C H A P; the thick cloud of ignorancê  ori what y?$s worfo 
q_ Vin* _» the illufions of perverted, fcience, which had blotted 

1170. out the fun/ and enveloped the face of,nature: But 
thoie who preferred themfelves untainted by the 
general contagion, proceeded on no principles which 
they could pretend to juftify: They were more in
debted to their total want of inftru&ion, than to 
their knowledge, if they ftill retained fome ihare of 
underitanding: Folly was pofleffed of all the fchools, 
as well as all the churches; and her votaries aflumed
the garb of philofophers* together with the enfigns 
of lpiritual dignities. Throughout that large col
lection of letters which bears the name of St. Tho
mas, we find, in all the retainers of that aipiring 
prelate, no lefs than in himfelf, a moil entire and 
abfolute conviction of the rèafon and piety of their 
own party, and a diidain of their antagonifts : Nor 
is there lefs cant and grimace in their ftyle, when 
they addrefs each other, than when they compofe 
manifeftos for the perufal of the public. The fpirit 
of revenge, violence, and ambition, which accom
panied their conduCt, inftead of forming, a prefump- 
tion of hypocrify,\ are the fureft pledges of their fin- 
cere attachment to a caufe, which fc much flattered 
thefe domineering paillons.

H e n r y ,  on the firfl, report of Becketts violent 
meafures, had purpoled to have him arretted, and 
had already taken fome fteps towards the execution 
of that defign; But the intelligence of his murder 
threw the prince into great contternation ; and he 
was immediately fênfible of the dangerous confe- 
quences which he had reafon to apprehend, from fo 
unexpected' an event. An archbilhop of reputed 
fanClity afiaffinated before the altar,, in the exercife 
of his fuñetions, and ón account of his zeal in main
taining eCclefiaftical privileges, i muft attain the 
highelt honours of martyrdom $ while his murderer 
would be ranked among the moft bloody tyrants 
that ever were expofed to the hatred and deteftation 
of mankind. Interdicts and excommunications,
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Weapons in themfelves ip terrible, would, he fore
saw, be armed with double force,„ when employed 
in a Caiife fo much calculated to work on the hu** 
iuan paffions, and fo peculiarly adapted to the elor 
quence of popular preachers and declairners. In 
tain would he plead his own innocence, and even 
his total ignorance of the : He was fuffidently 
guilty, if the church thought’proper to efteem him 
iuch: And his concurrence in Becket’s martyrdom, 
becoming a religious opinion, would be received 
with all the implicit credit which belonged to the 
mofl: eftablilhed̂  articles of faith* Thefe confiderà̂  
tions gave the king the moft unafFeéted concern ; 
and as it was extremely his intereil' to clear himfelf 
frorn all fuipicion, he took no care to conceal the 
depth of his affliction k* He ihut himielf up from 
the light of day, and from all commerce with his 
fervants : He even refufed, during three days, all 
food and fuftenance1 : The courtiers, apprehending 
dangerous e fifed s from his deipair, were at laft 
obliged to break in upon his folitudej and they 
employed every topic of confolation, induced him 
to accept of nourifhment, and occupied his leifure 
in taking precautions againft the confequences which 
he fo juftly apprehended from the murder of the 
primate.

T h e  point of chief importance to Henry was to 
convince the pope of his innocence $ or rather, to 
periuade him that he would reap greater advantages the king* 
from the fubmiilions of England, than from pro
ceeding to extremities againft that kingdom. The 
archbifhpp of Rouen, the bifhops of Worcefter and 
Evreux, with five perfons of inferior quality, were 
immediately diipatched to Rome m, and orders were 
given them to perform their journey with the ut- 
moft expedition. Though the name and authority

TI7T,
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CHAP- of the court of Rome were fo terrible in the remoté 
, countries of Europe, which were funk in profound 

t i7u ignorance, and were entirely unacquainted with its 
character and condud ¿ the pope was fo little re
vered at home, that his inveterate enemies fur- 
rounded the gates of Rome itfelf, arid even con
trolled his government in that city; and the1 am- 
bafladors who, from a diftant extremity of Europe, 
carried to him the humble or rather abjed fubmif- 
flons of the greateft potentate of the age, found the 
útmóft difficulty to make their way to him, and to 
throw themfdves at his feet. It at length 
agreed that Richard Barré, one of their number, 
Jhould leave the reft behind, and run all the hazards 
of the paffagen, in order to prevent the fatal ’confe- 
quences which might enfue from any delay in giving 
fatisfadion to his holinefs. He found, on his ar
rival, that Alexander was already wrought up to the 
greateft rage againft the king, that Becket's partifans 
were daily ftimulating him to revenge, that the king 
of France had exhorted him to fulminate the moft 
dreadful fentence againft England, and that the 
very mention of Henry's name before the facred 
college was received with every expreffion of horror 
and execration. The Thurfday before Eafter was 
now approaching, when it is cuftomary for the pope 
to denounce annual curies ágainft all his eñemies; 
and it was expeded that Henry ffiould, with all the 
preparations peculiar to the difcharge of that facred 
artillery, be folemnly comprehended in the number. 
But Barre found means to appeafe the pontiff, and 
to deter him from a meafure which, if it failed of 
fuccefs, could not afterwards be eafily recalled: 
The anathemas were only levelled in general againft 
all the adors, accomplices, and abettors of Bee- 
ket’s murder. The abbot of Valaffe, and the arch
deacons of Salifbury and Lifieux, with others of

» Hoveden, p. 526. Epift, St, Thom, p. 863.
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HefpyV minifters, who foon after arrived, befides c h a p . 
afferring their prince’s innocence, made oath before vm' 
the whole confiftory, that he would ftand to the '“T T ^  
popéis judgment in the affair, and make ev̂ ry fub- 
miffipn that ihould be required of him. The ter
rible blow was thus artfully eluded ; the cardinals 
Albert and Theodin were appointed legates to ex
amine the caufe, an(d were ordered to proceed to 
Normandy fqr that purpofe; and though Henry’s 
foreign dominions were already laid under an ipter- 
diCt by the archbifhop of Sens, Becker’s great par- 
tifan, and the pope’s legate in France, the general 
expectation, that the monarch would eafily excul
pate himfelf from any concurrence in the guilt, kept 
every oné in fufpenfe, and prevented all the bad 
confequences which might be dreaded from that 
fentence.

T h e  clergy, meanwhile, though their rage was 
happily diverted from falling on the king, were not 
idle in magnifying the fanftity of Becket; in ex
tolling the merits of his martyrdom; and in exalt
ing him above all that devoted tribe who in feve- 
ral ages had, by their "blood, cemented the fabric 
of the temple. Other faints had only borne tefli- 
mony by their iufferings to the general doCtrines of 
chriftianity; but Becket had iacrinced his life to 
the power and privileges of the clergy; and this 
peculiar merit challenged, and not in vain, a fuitable 
acknowledgment to his memory. Endlefs were 
the panegyrics on his virtues; and the miracles 
wrought by his reliques were more numerous, more 
nonfenfical, and more impudently attefted, than 
thqíe which ever filled the legend of any confeflbr or 
martyr. Two years after his death he was canonized 
by pope Alexander; a iolemn jubilee was eftablifhed 
for celebrating his merits; his body was removed to 
a magnificent fhrine, enriched with prefents from all 
parts of Chriftendom; pilgrimages were performed 
to obtain his interceffion with heaven; and it was

É e 3 computed̂
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c h a p , computed, that in one year above a hundred thou-
_ * :j fand pilgrims arrived in Canterbury, and paid their 

uyi. devotions át his tomb. It is indeed a mortifying 
reflection to thofe who áre actuated by the love of 
fame, Sfo juftly denominated the lait infirmity of 
noble minds, that the wifeft legiflatqr, and moft 
exalted genius that ever reformed or enlightened the 
world, can never expert fuch tributes of praife as 
are laviihed on the memory of pretended faints, 
whofe whole condud was probably to the laft de-* 
gree odious or contemptible, and whofe induftry 
was entirely di reded to the pur fui t of óbje&s per
nicious to mankind- It is only a conqueror, a per- 
fonage no lefs entitled to our hatred, who can pre
tend to the attainment of equal renown and glory.

I t  may not be amifs to remark, before we con
clude the fubjed of Thomas a Becket, that the 
king, during his controverfy with that prelate, was 
on every occafion more anxious than ufual to exprefs 
his zeal for religion, and to avoid all appearance of 
a profane negligence on that head. He gave his 
confent to the impofing of a tax on all his domi
nions for the delivery of the Holy Land, now 
threatened by the famous Saladme: This tax 
amounted to two-pence a pound for one year, and 
a penny a pound for the four fubfequent 0. Almoft 
all the princes of Europe laid a like impofition on 
their fubjeds, which received the name of Saladine’s 
tax. During this period, there came over from 
Germany about thirty heretics of both Texes, under 
the diredion of one Gerard; fimple ignorant people, 
who could give no account of their faith, but de
clared themfelves ready to fuffer for the tenets of 
their mailer. They made only one convert in 
England, a woman as ignorant as themfelves; yet 
they gave fuch umbrage to the clergy, that they 
were delivered over to the fecular arm, and were

0 Cbron. Gervafe, p. 1399. Pam, p. 74.

pu niílied*

42i HI S TORY OF ENGLAND.

£



H E N R Y II. 423

1171.

punifhed, by being burned on the forehead, and c h a p . 
then whipped through the ftreets. They feemed Vm’ 
to exult in their fufferings, and as they went along, 
fung the beatitude, Blejed are ye, when men hate 
you and f  erjecute you?. After they were whipped, 
they were thruft out almoit naked in the midft of 
winter, and perifhed through cold and hunger; no 
one daring or being willing to give them the leaft 
relief. W e are ignorant o f the particular tenets of 
thefe people: For it would be imprudent to rely 
on the reprelentations left of them by the clergy, 
who affirm that they denied the efficacy of the fa- 
craments, and the unity o f  the church. It is pro
bable that their departure from the ftandard o f ortho
doxy was ftill more fubtile and minute. They feem 
to have been the firft that ever fuffered for herely in 
England.

A s icon as Heriry found that he was in no imme
diate danger from the thunders o f the Vatican, he 
undertook an expedition againft Ireland; a deiign 
which he had long projected, and by which he 
hoped to recover his credit, fomewhat impaired hy 
his late tranfaftions with the hierarchy.

p Neqbr. p. 391. M* Paris* p. 74., Heming. p. 494.
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H E N R Y II. ' :
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State of Ireland— ^Conquejl of that ijlandr— —The 
kings accommodation with the court of Rome- —•—

/ ' Revolt of young Henry and his brother s-rr— ^W'irs
and injur regions — War with Scotland— —
Penance of Henry for Becked s murder--- — Wil
liam king of Scotland defeated and, taken prifoner
---- -The kings accommodation with his Jons— — ■
The king's equitable adminiftration------Crufades
------ Revolt of prince Richard-— —Death and
character of Henry?— ' -Mijcellaneous tranJaElions 
of his reign* ";

CHAP.  A  S Britain was foil peopled from Gaul, fo was 
 ̂ IX> , f \ ,  Ireland probably from Britain; and the kri 
1*72. habitants of all thefe countries feem to have been fo 

£rate of many tribes of the Celtae, who derive their Origin 
eland. from an antiquity that lies far beyond the records of 

any hiftory or tradition. The Irilh fr6m the be
ginning of time had been buried in the moil pro
found barbariim and ignorance^ and as they were 
never conquered,, or even invaded by the Romans  ̂
from whom all the weftern world derived its civi
lity, they continued ftill in the moil rude ftate of 
fociety, and were diftinguiihed by thofe vices alone 
to which human nature, not tamed by education, 
or retrained by laws, is for ever fubjeft. The 
fmall principalities into which they were divided, 
pxercifed perpetual rapine and violence againft each 
other; the uncertain fpccefl|on of their princes was 

continual fource of domeftic conyulfions; the
• • • ufual

r
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ufaal title o f each petty fovereign was the murderer c h a p . 
o f his predeceiTor j courage and force, though ex- t lx \ . 
ercifed in the commiffion of crimes, were more ho
noured than any pacific virtues; and the moil Am
ple arts o f life, even tillage and agriculture, were 
alnrlofl: wholly unknown among them. They had 
felt the invalions of the Danés and the other northern 
tribes; but thefe inroads, which had ipread barba- 
rifm in other parts of Europe, tended rather to im
prove the Irifh; arid the only towns which were to 
be found in the ifland, had been planted along the 
coaft by the freebooters o f Norway and Denmark.
T h e other inhabitants exercifed pafturage in the 
open country; fought proteélion from any danger 
in their forefts and moraffes; and being divided by 
the fiercefi: animofities againil each other, were ftill 
more intent on the means of mutual injury, than on 
the expedients for common of even for private in- 
tereft.

B e sid e s  many fmall tribes, there were in the age 
o f Henry II. five principal iovereignties in the 
ifland, Munfter, Leinfter, Meath, Ulfter, and 
Connaught; and as it had been ufual for the one or 
the other o f thefe to take the lead in their wars, 
there was commonly fome prince, who feemed, for 
the time, to aót as monarch o f Ireland. Roderic 
O ’Connor, king o f Connaught, was then advanced 
to this d i g n i t y b u t  his government, ill obeyed 
even within his own territory, could not unite the 
people in any meafures, either for the eftabliihment 
o f order, or for defence againfi: foreigners. The 
ambition o f Henry had, very early in his reign, 
been moved by the profpeib of thefe advantages, to 
attempt the fubje&ing of Ireland; and a pretence 
was only wanting to invade a people who, being 
always confined to their own ifland, had never 
given any reafbn of complaint to any o f  their neigh-

$ Hoyeden, p. 5*7,
hours.
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hours. For this purpofe, fie had recourfe to Rome, 
which aflumed a* right to difpofe o f kingdoms and 
empires 5 and not forefeeing the dangerous difputes, 
which he was one day to maintain with that feê  he 
helped, for prefect, or rather for an imaginary con
venience, to give fanftion to claims which were now 
become dangerous to all fovereigns. Adrian III. 
who then filled the papal chair, was by birth an 
Engliihman; and being on that account the more 
diipofed to oblige Henry, he was eafily perfuaded 
to aft as mailer of the world, and to make, with
out any hazard or expence, the acquifition o f a 
great ifland to his fpiritual jurifdiftion, The Iriih 
had, by precedent .millions from the Britons, been 
imperfeftly converted to chriftianity; and, what 
the pope regarded as the fureft mark o f their im- 
perfeft converfion, they followed the doftrines of 
their firil teachers, and had never .acknowledged 
any fubjeftion tQ the fee of Rome. Adrian, there
fore, in the year 1156, iffued a bull in favour of 
Henry; in which, after premifing that this prince 
had ever fhewn an anxious care tp enlarge the 
church of God on earth, and to increafe the num
ber of his faints and deft in heaven ; he reprefents 
his defign of fubduing Ireland as derived from the 
fame pious motives: H e confiders his care qf pre- 
vioufly applying for the apoilolie fanftjop as a fure 
earneft of fuccefs and viftory; and having efla- 
bliihed it as a point inconteftable, that all Chriftian 
kingdoms belong to the patrimony of St. Peter, he 
acknowledges it to be his own duty to fow among 
them the feeds of the gofpel, which might in the 
laft day fruftify to their eternal falvation: H e ex
horts the king to invade Ireland, in order to extir
pate the vice and wickednefs of the natives, and 
oblige them to pay yearly, from every houfe, a 
penny to the fee of Rom e; He gives him entire 
right and authority over the ifland, commands all the 
inhabitants to obey him as their fovereign, and* in-

6 veils

HI STORY OP ENGLAND.



yefts with full power all fuch godly inftruments as 
he fhould think proper to employ in an enterprife 
thus calculated for the glory o f God and the falva- 
tion of the fouls of menr* Henry, though armed 
with this authority, did not immediately put his 
defign in execution; but being detained by more 
interefting buflnefs on the continent, waited for a  
favourable opportunity of invading Ireland*

D e r m o t  Macmorrogh, king of Leiniler, had, by 
his licentious tyranny, rendered himfelf odious to 
iiis fubjedfcs, who feized with alacrity the firft oc- 
Cafion that offered of throwing off the yoke, which 
was become grievous and oppreffive to them. This 
prince had formed a defign on Dovergilda, wife o f 
Ororic prince o f Breffhy; and taking advantage o f  
her huiband’s abfence, who, being obliged to vifit 
a diftant part o f his territory, had left his wife fe- 
cure, as he thought, in an iiland forrounded by a 
bog; he fuddenly invaded the place and carried off 
the princefss. This exploit, though ufual among 
the Iriih, and rather deemed a proof o f gallantry 
and fpirit*, provoked the refentment o f the huf- 
band; who, having collefted forces, and being 
ftrengthened by the alliance o f Roderic king o f 
Connaught, invaded the dominions o f Dermot, and 
expelled him his kingdom. The exiled prince Bad 
recourfe to Henry, who "was at this time in Guienne, 
craved his affiftance in reftoring him to his love- 
reignty, and offered, on that event, to hold his 
kingdom in vaffalage under the crown of England. 
Henry, whofe views were already turned towards 
making acquiiitions in Ireland, readily accepted the 
offer; but being at that time embarrafled by the re
bellions of his French fubje&s, as well as by his 
difputes with the fee o f Rome, he declined for the 

"prefent embarking in the enterprife, and gave

H E N R Y  II>
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c h a p * Dertmot no farther affiftance than letters patent, by 
IX* which he empowered all his iubje&s to aid the Iriih 

prince in the recovery of his dominions1“. Dermot, 
lupported by this authority, came to Briftol; and 
after endeavouring, though for fome time in vain, 
to engage adventurers in the enterprife, he at laft 
formed a treaty with Richard, furnamed Strongbow, 
earl of Strigul. This nobleman, who was o f the 
illuftrious houfe of Clare, had impaired his fortune 
by expenfive pleafures; and being ready for any 
defperate undertaking, he promifed affiftance to 
Dermpt, on condition that he ihould efpoufe Eva 
daughter o f that prince, and be declared heir to all 
his dominions^. While Richard was aiTembling 
his fuccours, Dermot went into Wales ; and meet
ing with Robert Fitz-Stephens, conftable o f Aber- 
tivi, and Maurice Fitz-Gerald, he alfo engaged 
them in his ferviee, and obtained their promiie of 
invading Ireland. Being now allured of fuccour, 
he returned privately to his own ftate; and lurk
ing in the monaftery of Fernez, which he had 
founded (for this ruffian was alio a founder of mo- 
nafteries), he prepared every thing for the reception 
of his Englifh allies V

T he troops, of Fitz-Stephens were firft ready. 
That' gentleman' landed in* Ireland with thirty 
knights, fixty efquires, and three hundred archers; 
but this fmall body, being brave men, not unac
quainted with difcipline, and completely armed, a 
thing almoft unknown in Ireland, ftruck a great 
terror into the barbarous inhabitants, and feemed to 
menace them with fome fignaT revolution. The 
conjunction of Maurice de Fendergaft, who, about 
the fame time, brought over ten knights and fixty 
archers, enabled Fitz-Stephens to attempt the fiege 
o f Wexford, a town inhabited by the Danes ? and 
after gaining an advantage, he made himfelf mafter

Conqueft 
of that 
iÜand.
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o f  the place7. Soon after, Fitz-Gerald arrived c h a p . 
With ten knights, thirty efquires, and a hundred IX* 
archersz ; and being joined by the former adven
turers, compofed a force which nothing in Ireland 
was able to withftand. Roderic, the chief monarch 
o f the ifland, was foiled in different actions; the 
prince o f Offory was obliged to fubmit, and give 
hoftages for his peaceable behaviour ; and Dermot, 
not content with being reftored to his kingdom of 
Leinfter, projected the dethroning o f Roderic, and 
afpired to the foie dominion over the Irifh,

In profecution of thefe views, he fent over a 
meffenger to the earl of Strigul, challenging the 
performance o f his promife, and diiplaying the 
mighty advantages which might now be reaped by 
a reinforcement of warlike troops from England.
Richard, not fatisfied with the general allowance 
given by Henry to all his fubjets, went to that 
prince, then in Normandy ; and having obtained a 
cold or ambiguous permiflion, prepared himfelf for 
the execution o f his defigns. H e firft lent over 
Raymond, one of his retinue, with ten knights and 
feventy archers, who, landing near Waterford, de
feated a body o f three thoufand Irifh that had ven
tured to attack hi ma; and as Richard himfelf, who 
brought over two hundred horie, and a body o f 
archers, joined, a few days after, the victorious 
Englifti, they made themfelves mafters o f Water
ford, and proceeded to Dublin, which was taken 
by affault. Roderic, in revenge, cut off the head 
o f Dermot’s natural fon, who had been left as a 
hoftage in his hands; and Richard, marrying Eva, 
became foon after, by the death o f Dermot, matter 
o f  the kingdom o f Leinfter, and prepared to ex
tend his authority over all Ireland. Roderic and 
the other Irifh princes were alarmed at the dan
ger; and combining together, befieged Dublin

with



with an army of thirty thoufand men: But earl 
Richard, making a fudden fally at the head o f ninety 
knights, with their followers, put this numerous 
army to rout, chafed them off the field, and pur
ified them with great daughter. None in Ireland 
now dared to oppoie themfelves to the Engliih \

H enry, jealous of the progrefs made by his own 
fubjeds, lent orders to recal all the Engliftr, and 
he mad  ̂ preparations to attack Ireland in perfonc : 
But Richard, and the other adventurers, found 
means to appeafe him, by making him the moil 
humble fubmiffions, and offering to hold all their 
acquifitions in vaffalage to his crownd. That mo
narch landed in Ireland at the head o f five hundred! 
knights, befides other foldiers: H e found the Iriih 
fo difpirited by their late misfortunes, that, in a pro
grefs which he made through the ifland,,he had no 
other occupation than to receive theffiomage of his 
new fubjeds. H e left moil o f the Iriih chieftains 
or princes in poffeffion of theii* ancient territories; 
bellowed fome lands on the Engliih adventurers; 
gave earl Richard the commiffion of fenefchal of 
Ireland; and after a ilay of,a few months, returned 
in triumph to England. By thefe trivial exploits* 
fcareely worth relating, except for the importance 
o f the confequences, was Ireland fubdued, and an
nexed to the Engliih crown.

T he low it ate of commerce and induftry during 
thofe ages made it impradicable for princes to fup- 
port regular armies, which might retain a conquered 
country in fubjedion 5 and the extreme barbarifm 
and poverty of Ireland could ftill lefs afford tmeans 
o f bearing the expence. The only expedient, by 
which a durable conqueit could then be made or 
maintained, was by pouring in a multitude of new 
inhabitants, dividing among them the lands of the 
vanquiihed, eitabliihing them in ail offices of trait

b Girald. Carnbr, p, 773. c Ibid. p. -770.
A Ibid, p. 775.
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and authority, and thereby transforming the ancient 
inhabitants into a new people. By this policy, the 
northern invaders of old, and qf late the duke o f 
Normandy, had been able to fix their dominion, 
and to ereit kingdoms, which remained ftable on 
their foundations, and were tranfmitted to the pos
terity of the firit conquerors. But the ftate of Ire
land rendered that ifland fo little inviting to the 
Englifh, that only a few of defperate fortunes could 
be perfuaded, from time to time, to tranfport 
themfelves thithere; and inftead of reclaiming the 
natives from their uncultivated manners, they were 
gradually affimilated to the ancient inhabitants, and 
degenerated from the cuftoms" o f their own nation. 
It was alfo found requiiite to beftow great military 
and arbitrary powers on the leaders, who -command
ed a handful of men amidft fuch hoftile multitudes; 
and law and equity, in a little time, became as 
much unknown in the Englifh fettlements, as they 
had ever been among the Irifh tribes. Palatinates 
were ereited in favour o f the new adventurers; in
dependent authority conferred; the natives, never 
fully fubdued, ftill retained their animofky againft 
the conquerors; their hatred was retaliated by like 
injuries; and from thefe caufes, the Irifh, during 
the courfe of four centuries, remained ftill favage 
and untraftable: It was not till the latter end o f 
Elizabeth’s reign, that the ifland was fully fubdued; 
nor till that of her fuccefior, that it gave hopes o f 
becoming a ufefnl conqueft to the Englifh nation. 

B e s id e s  that the eafy and peaceable fubmiffion of 
the Irifh left Henry no farther occupation in that 
ifland, he was recalled .from it by another incident, 
which was of the laft importance to his intereft and 
fafety. The two legates Albert and Theodin, to 
whom was committed The trial of his conduit in die 
murder o f archbifhop Becket, were arrived in Nor-

* Brcmptonj p. 1069. Ncubrig. p. 403.
rr.andy;
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CHAP,  rnandy; and being impatient o f delay, fent' hirtt 
IX‘ frequent letters, full o f menaces, if  he protraftecl

Ü72. any longer making his appearance before themf.
H e haftened therefore to Normandy, and had a 
conference with them at Savigny, where their de
mands were fo exorbitant, that he broke off the ne- 
gociation, threatened to return to Ireland, and bade 
them do their worft againft him. They perceived 
that the feafon was now paft for taking advantage of 
that tragical incident ; which, had it been hotly1 
purfued by interdifts and excommunications, was 
capable of throwing the whole kingdom into com- 
bullion. But the time which Henry had happily 
gained had contributed to appeafe the minds of 
men : The event could not now have the fame in
fluence as when it was recent; and as the clergy 
every day looked for an accommodation with the 
king, they had not oppofed the preteniions of his 
partifans, who had been very induftrious in repre
senting to the people his entire innocence in the 
murder of the primate, and his ignorance o f the de- 
figns formed by the aflafTins. The legates, there
fore, found themfelves obliged to lower their terms; 
and Henry was fo fortunate as to conclude an ac
commodation with them. H e declared upon oath, 
before the reliques o f the faints, that, fo far from 
commanding or defiring the death o f the archbiihop, 
he was extremely grieved when he received intel
ligence of it : But as the pafiion, which he had ex- 
prefied on account of that prelate’s conduit, had 
probably been die occafion of his murder, he ftipu- 
lated the following conditions, as an atonement for 

The king’ s the offence ; H e promifed, that he ihould pardon 
dationm°" as had been banifhed for adhering to Becket,
with the and Ihould reftore them to their livings ; that the 
Rome.°f Canterbury ihould be reinftated in all its an

cient pofTeffions ; that he ihould pay the templars a

f GiraldL Cambr. p, 778*

furtf



foor of money fufficient for the fubfiftence o f  two 1 
hundred knights during a year in the Holy Land ; * 
that he fbould himfeir take the crofs at the Chrift- 
mas following, and* if the pope required it, ferve 
three years againft the infidels, either in Spain or 
Palefline; that he ihould not infill on the obferv- 
ance of fuch cuftoms, derogatory to ecclefialtical 
privileges, as had been introduced in his own time -> 
and that he ihould not pbHruft appeals to the pope 
in ecclefiaftical caufes, but ihould content himfelf 
with exa&ing fufficient fecurity from fuch clergy
men as left his dominions to profecute an appeal, 
that they Ihould attempt' nothing againft the rights 
of his crown3. Upon iigning thefe conceilions, 
Henry received ^bfolution from the legates, and 
was confirmed in the grant of Ireland made by pope : 
Adrianh ; and nothing proves more flrongly the 
great abilities of this monarch, than his extricating 
himfelf, on fuch eafy terms, from fo difficult a fitu- 
ation. H e had always infilled, that the laws efta- 
blifhed at Clarendon contained not any new claims, 
but thg ancient cuftoms o f the kingdom; and he 
was ftill at liberty, notwithftanding the articles o f 
this agreement, to maintain his pretenfions. A p 
peals to the pope were indeed permitted by that 
treaty ; but as the king was alio permitted to exaft 
reafonable fecurities from the parties, and might ‘ 
ftretch his demands on this head as far as he pleaf- 
ed, he had it virtually in his power to prevent the 
pcpe frpm reaping any advantage by this feeming 
conceffion. And on the whole, the conftitutions o f 
Giafendon remained ftill the law of the realm; 
thbuglr-the. pope and his legates feem fo litde to 
ha?e conceived the king's power to lie under any 
legal limitations, that they were fatisfied with his 
departing, by treaty, from one o f the moft moment-

& M . Paris, p. 88. Benedift.- Abb. p. 34.. Hoveden, p. 5*5. 
Diceto, p. 560. Chron. Gerv. p. 1441.

h Brampton, p. 1071. Liber Nie. Scac, p. 47.
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gus articles of thefe conitkutions, without requiring 
any repeal by the Rates of the kingdom.

H enry, freed from this dangerous controverfy 
with the eccleiiaftics and with the fee of Rome, 
feemed now to have reached the .pinnacle, of human 
grandeur and felicity, and to be equally happy in 
his domeftic iituation and in his political govern
ment. A  numerous progeny of fons and daughters 
gave both luftre and authority to his crown, pre
vented the dangers of a difputed fuccefiion, and re- 
preffed all pretenfions of the ambitious barons. 
The king’s precaution alio, in eft abli Rung the fe- 
yeral branches of his family, feemçd well calculated 
to prevent all jealoufy among the brothers*, and to 
perpetuate the greatnefs of his family. H e had ap
pointed Henry his eldeft fon, to be his fucceffor in 
the kingdom of England, the duchy o f Normandy, 
and the-counties of Anjou, Maine, and Touraine ; 
territories which lay contiguous, and which, by 
that means, might eafily lend to each other mutual 
affiftance both againft inteftine commotions and 
foreign invasions. Richard, his fécond fon, was 
inverted in the dutchy of Guienne and county of 
Poiétou ; Geoffrey, his third fon, inherited, in right 
of his wife, the dutchy of Britanny j and the new 
conqueft of Ireland was deftined for the appanage of 
John, his fourth fon. He had alfo negotiated, in 
favour of this laft prince, a marriage with Adelais, 
the only daughter of Humbert count of Savoy and 
Maurienne -, and was to receive as her dowry confi- 
derable demefnes in Piedmont, Savoy, BfeSè, and 
Dauphiny1. But this exaltation of his family ex
cited the jealoufy of ali his neighbours, who made 
thofe very fons, whofe fortunes he had fo anxioufly 
eftablifhed, the means o f embittering his future life, 
and difturbing his government.,

1 Ypod. Neuft. p. 44$. Bened. Abb. pi 3$. Hoveden, p. 531« 
Dicèto, p. j6z. Brompton, p. 1081. Rymer, vol. i. p. 13.
* j * 3
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Y o u n g  Henry, who was riling to man’s eft ate, 
began to dilplay his character* and afpire to inde
pendence: Brave, ambitious, liberal, munificent, 
affable 3 he difcovefed qualities which give great 
luftre to youth j prognofticate a Ihining fortune: 
but, unlefs tempered in mature age wkh difcretion, 
are the forerunners of the greateft calamities k. It 
is laid, that -at the time when this prince received 
the royal un&ion, his father, in order to give greater 
dignity to the ceremony, officiated at table as one 
of the retinue ; and obferved to his fon, that never 
king was more royally ferved. It is nothing extra - 
ordinary, faid young Henry to one of his courtiers, 
if* the Jon o f a count fhould Jerve the Jon of a king* 
This faying, which might pafs only for an innocent 
pleafantryj or even for an oblique compliment to 
his father, was however regarded as a iymptom of 
his afpiring temper3 and his conduct foon after juf- 
tified the eonjeftu-re.

H e n r y , agreeably to the promife which he had 
given both to the pope and French king, permitted 
his Ion to be crowned anew by the hands of the 
archbiihop of Rouen, and affociated the princefs 
Margaret, fpoufe to young Henry, in the cere
mony1. H e afterwards allowed him to pay a vifit 
to his father-in-law at Paris, who took the oppor
tunity of inftilling into the young prince thofe am
bitious fentiments to which he was naturally but top 
much inclined111. Though it had been the conftant 
prailice of France, ever fince the acceffion of the 
Capetian line, to crown the fon during the lifetime 
of the father, without conferring on him any pre- 
fent participation pf royalty; Lewis perfuaded his 
fon-irvdaw, that, by this ceremony, which in thofe

k Chroti. Gerv, p. 1463. 1 Hoveden, p. 519. Diceto,
p. 560. Erompton, p. iaSo. Chjron. Gerv. p. 14.i1. Trivet, 
p. 58. It appears from Madox’s Hiftory of the Exchequer, that Aik. 
garments were then known in England, and that the coronation rpbes 
of the young king and queen cyit eighty-feven pounds ten ihiliings 
and four-pence, money of that age. C1 Girald, Cambr. p* 7S2.
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* ages was'deemed fo important, he had acquired a 
title to fovereignty, and that the king could not, 
without injuftice,exclude him from immediate poffef- 
fion of the whole, or at leaft a part, o f his domi
nions. In confequence of thefe extravagant ideas, 
young Henry, on his return, defired the king to 
refign to him either the crown of England or the 
dutchy of Normandy; difcovered great difcontent 
on the refufal; fpake in the moft undutiful terms of 
his father; and foon after, in concert with Lewis, 
made his efcape to Paris, where he was protected 
and fupported by that monarch.

W hile Henry was alarmed at this incident, and 
had the profpe£t of dangerous intrigues, or even of 
a war, which, whether fuccefsful or not, muft be 
extremely calamitous and difagreeable to him, he 
received intelligence of new misfortunes, which muft 
have affefted him in the moft fenfible manner. 
Queen Eleanor, who Had diigufted her firffc huf- 
band by her gallantries, was no dels offenfive to her 
fecond by her jealoufy; and after this manner car
ried to extremity, in the different periods of her life, 
every circumftance of female weaknefs. She com
municated her difcontents againft Henry to her two 
younger fons, Geoffrey and Richard, perfuaded 
them that they were alfo entitled to prefent poffeffion 
of the territories aligned to them; engaged them 
to fly fecretly to the court of France; and was me
ditating, herfelf, an efcape to the fame court,, and 
had even put on man's apparel for that purpofe; 
when ihe was feized bv orders from her. huiband, 
and thrown into confinement. Thus Europe faw 
with aftoniihmerit the belt and moft indulgent of 
parents at war with his whole family; three boys, 
fcarcely arrived at the age of puberty, require a 
great monarch, in the full vigour of his age and 
height of His reputation, to dethrone himfelf in their 
favour; and feveral princes not aihamed to fupport 
them in thefe unnatural and abfurd pretenfions.

H e n ry ,
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H e is r y , reduced to this perilous and difagree- 
able fituation, had recourfe to the court of Rom e: 
Though fenfibie o f the danger attending the inter- 
pofition of eccleiiaftical authority in temporal dif- 
putes, he applied to the pope, as his fuperior lord, 
to excommunicate his enemies, and by thefe cen- 
fures to reduce to obedience his undutiful children, 
whom he found fuch reludtance to puniih by the 
fword of the magiftrate". Alexander, well pleafed 
to exert his power in fo juftihable a caufe, iiTued the 
bulls required of h i m: But it was foon found, that 
thefe fpiritual weapons had not the fame force as when 
employed in a fpiritual controverfy; and that the 
clergy were very negligent in fupporting a fentence, 
which was nowife calculated to promote the imme
diate interefts of their order. The king, after tak
ing in vain this humiliating itep, was obliged to 
have recourfe to arms, and to enlift fuch auxili
aries, as are the ufual refource of tyrants, and 
have feldom been employed by fo wife and juft a 
monarch.

THE'loofe government which prevailed in all the 
Hates of Europe, the many private wars carried on 
among the neighbouring nobles, and the impoffibi- 
lity o f enforcing any general execution of the laws, 
had encouraged a tribe of banditti to difturb every
where the public peace, to infeft the highways, to 
pillage the open country, and to brave all the ef
forts of the civil magiftrate, and even the excom
munications of the church, which were fulminated 
againft them0, Troops of them were fometimes 
inlifted in the fervice of one prince or baron, fome
times in that of another: They often a&ed in an in
dependent manner, under leaders of their own:

H E N R Y  II.

n Eplft. Petri Elef. epift, 136. in Biblloth. Patr. tom. xxiv. p-. 104S. 
His words are, Vefirtt juriJdiBiams efi rigmm Angliif, quantum ad fn*da~
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Thé peaceable and induftrious inhabitants, reduced 
to poverty by their ravages, were frequently obli
ged, for fubfiftence, to betake themfelves to a like 
diibrderly courfe of life i And a continual inteftine 
war, pernicious to indoffry, as well as to the exe
cution of juftice, was thus carried on in the bbwels. 
of every kingdom Thofe defperate ruffians re
ceived the name fometimes of Brabançons, fome- 
tirnes of Routiers or Cottereaux y but for what rea- 
fon is not agreed by hiftorians : And they formed a 
kind of fociety or government among themfelves, 
which fet at defiance the reft o f mankind. The 
greatefi monarehs were not afhamed, ore occafion, 
to have recourfe to their affiftance $ and as their 
habits of war and depredation had given them ex
perience, hardin efs, and coy rage, they generally 
çompofed the moft formidable part of thofe armies, 
which decided the political quarrels of princes. Se
veral of them were enlifted among the forces levied 
by Henry-s e n e m i e s b u t  the great treafures 
amaffed by-^hat prince enabled him to engage'more 
numerous troops of them in his fervice ; and the f ix 
ation of his affairs rendered even fuch banditti the 
only forces on whofe fidelity he could repofe any 
confidence. His licentious barons, difgufted with 
a vigilant government, were more defirous of being 
ruled by young, princes, ignorant of public affairs, 
remifs in their conduit, and profufe in their 
grants1“; and as the king had enfured to his fons the 
fucceffion to every particular province of his do
minions, the nobles dreaded no danger in adhering 
to thofe who, they knew, muft fome time become 
their fovereigns. Prompted by thefe motives, 
many of the Norman nobility had defmed to his fon 
Henry ; the Breton and Gafcon ba ôns feemed 
equally difpofed to embrace the quarrel of Geoffrey 
and Richard. Difaffeition had creeped in among

P  Giron. G e r v .  p. *461. <3 Petr. BkC epifo 47.
1 BiCeto, p. ^70.
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the Englifti; and the earls of Leicefter and Chef- c *b a f . 
ter in particular had openly declared againft the ^ Vs: _j 
king. Twenty thoufand Brabançons, therefore, 1x73. 
joined to feme troops which he brought over front 
Ireland, and a few barons o f approved fidelity, 
formed the foie force with which he intended to re- 
fift his enemies.

L ewis, in order to bind the Confederates In a 
clofer union, lummoned at Paris an affembly o f  the 
chief vaffais o f the crown, received their approba
tion of his meafures, and engaged them by oath to 
adhere to die caufe of young Henry. This prince, 
in return, bound himfelf by a like tie never to de- 
ièrt his French allies ; and having made a new great 
feâl, he laviihly diftributed among them many 
con fiderable parts of thofe territories which he pur- 
pofed to conquer from his father. The counts of 
Flanders, Boulogne, Blois, and Eu, pardy moved 
by the general jealouiy arifing from Henry's power 
and ambition, pardy allured by the proipeft of 
reaping advantage from the inconfiderate temper 
and the neceffities of the young prince, declared 
openly in favour of the latter. William, king of 
Scotland, had alfo entered into this great confede
racy y and a plan was concerted for a general inva- 
fion on different parts of the king's extenfive and 
factious dominions.

H o st il itie s  were firft commenced by the counts 
of Flanders and Boulogne on the frontiers o f Nor
mandy. Thofe princes laid fiege to Aumale, which 
was delivered into their hands by the treachery of 
the count of that name; This nobleman furren- 
dered himfelf prifoner ; and on pretence of thereby 
paying his ranfom, opened the gates of all his other 
fbrtreffes. The two counts next befieged and made 
themfelves mailers of Drincourt : But the count of 
Boulogne was here mortally wounded in the affault ; 
and this incident put fome ftop to the progrefs of 
the Flemiih arms, F f 4 u
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în fur sec
tions •

c  H A F. I n another quarter, the king o f France, being 
ÎX•_ à ftrongly affifted by his vaffals, affembled a great 

. army of feven thoufand knights and their followers 
Wars and on horfeback, and a proportionable number o f in- 

£antry . Carrying young Henry along with him, he 
laid ftege to Yerneuil, which was vigoroufly de
fended by Hugh de Lacy and Hugh de Beauchamp, 
the governors. After he had lain a month before 
the place, the garrifon, being ftrakened for provi- 
fions, were obliged to capitulate ; and they cnga- 
ged, if not relieved within three days, to furrender 
the town, and to retire into the citadel. On the 
laft of thefe days, Henry appeared with his army 
upon the heights above Verneiiil. Lewis, dread
ing an attack, fent the archbiihop of Sens and the 
count of Blois to the Englifh camp, and defired 
that next day ihould be appointed for a conference, 
in order to eftabliiK a' general peace, and terminate 
the difference between Henry and his fons. The 
king, who paflionately defired this accommodation, 
and fufpedted^no fraud, gave his confent 5 but 
Lewis, that morning, obliging the garrifon to fur- 
render, according to the capitulation, fet fire to 
the place, and began to retire with his army. 
Henry, provoked at this artifice, attacked the rear 
with vigour, put them to rout, did fome execution, 
and took feveral prifoners. The French army, as 
their time of fervice was now expired, immediately 
difperled themfelves into their feveral provinces; 
and left Henry free to profecute his advantages 
againft his other enemies.

T he nobles of Britanny, inftigated by the earl 
of Çhefter and Ralp de Fougères, were all in arms; 
but their progrefs was checked by a body of Bra
bançons, which the king, aftef Lewis’s retreat, had 
fent againft them. The two armies came to an 
aftion near Dol ; where the rebels were defeated, 
fifteen hupdred killed on the fpot, and the leaders, 
the earls of Chefter and Fougeres, obliged to take

fhelter
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fhelter in the town o f Dol. Henry haftened to 
form the fiege o f that place, and carried on the at
tack with fuch ardour, that he obliged the gover
nor and garrifon to- furrender themfelves prifoners. 
By thefe vigorous meafures and happy fucceffes, 
the infurreftions were entirely quelled in Britanny $ 
and the king, thus fortunate in all quarters, will
ingly agreed to a conference with Lewis, in hopes 
that his enemies, finding all their mighty efforts 
entirely fruftrated, would terminate hoftilities on 
feme moderate and reafonable conditions.

T he two monarchs met between Trie and Gifors; 
and Henry had here the mortification to fee hi* 
three fcns in the retinue of his mortal enemy* A s 
Lewis had no other pretence for war than iupporfc- 
ing the claims of the young princes, the king made 
them fuch offers as children might be alhamed to 
infill on, and could be extorted from him by no
thing but his parental afie£tion, or by the prefent 
necefiity o f his affairss. H e infilled only on retain
ing the fovereign authority in all his dominions j 
but offered young Henry half the revenues of Eng
land, with fome places of furety in that king
dom ; or, if he rather chofe to refide in Nor
mandy, half the revenues o f "that dutchy, with 
all thofe o f Anjou. H e made a like offer 
to Richard in Guiennei he promifed to refign 
Britanny to Geoffrey; and if  theie conceffions were 
not deemed fufficient, he agreed to add to them 
whatever the pope’s legates, who were prefent, 
fhould require o f him*. The earl o f Leicefter was 
alfo prefent at the negotiation j and either from the 
impetuofity of his temper, or from a view of ab
ruptly breaking off a conference which mutt cover 
the allies with confufion, he gave vent to the moft 
violent reproaches againft Henry, and he even put

5 Hoveden, p, 539* * Ibid. p. 53̂ ' Broniptonj p. 108$,
his
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C tit A P. his hand to hrs fword, as i f  he meant to attempt 

feme violence againft him. This furious a&iori threw 
the whole company into confufion, and put an end 
to the* treaty .

T h e  chief hopes of Henry’s enemies feemed now 
to depend on the ftate of affairs in England, where 
his authority was expefed to the moft imminent 
danger. One article of prince Henry’s agree
ment with his foreign confederates -was* that he 
ihould refign Kent, with Dover, and all its other 
fortreffes, into the hands of the earl of Flanders7 : 
Yet fo little national or public fpirit prevailed 
among the independent Engliih nobility, fo wholly 
bent were they on the aggrandizement each of 
himfelf and * his own family, that, notwithftapding 
this pernicious conceffion, which muff have pro
duced the ruin of the kingdom, the greater part of 
them had confpired to make an infurre&ion, and 
to fupport the prince’s pretenfions. The king’s 
principal refource Jay in the church and the biihops, 
with whom he was now in perfect agreement; whe
ther that the decency of their chara£ter made them 
aihamed of fupporting fo unnatural a rebellion, or 
that they were entirely fatisfied with Henry’s atone
ment for the murder of Becket, and for his former 
invafion of ecclefiaftical immunities. That prince, 
however; had refigned none o f the effential rights 
of his crown in the accommodation ; he main
tained ftill the fame prudent jealoufy of the court 
of Rom e; admitted no legate into England,, with
out his fwearing to attempt nothing againft the 
royal prerogatives; and. he had even obliged the 
monks of Canterbury, who pretended to a free 
election on the vacancy made by the death of 
Becket, to chufe Roger, prior of Doyer, in the 
place of that turbulent prelatex.

u Hoveden, p. 536. w Ibid, j>. ,533,
Neub. p. 50S, x Hoveden, p. 537,
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T he king of Scotland made an irruption into 
Northumberland, and committed great devasta
tions ; but being oppofed by Richard de Lucy, 
whom Henry had left guardian of the realm, he 
retreated into his own country, and agreed to a cef- 
fation of arms. This truce enabled the guardian to 
march fbuthward with his army, in order to oppoie 
an invafion which the earl of Leicefter, at the head 
o f a great body of Flemings, had made upon Suf
folk. The Flemings had been joined by Hugh 
B'igod, who made them matters of his cattle of 
Framlingharn; and marching into the heart of the 
kingdom, where they hoped to be fupported by 
Leicefter’s vaffals, they where met by Lucy, who, 
aflifted by Humphrey Bohun, the conftable, and 
the earls of Arundel, Glocefter, and Cornwal, had 
advanced to Farnham with a Iefs numerous, but 
braver army, to oppofe them. The Flemings, who 
were moftly weavers and artificers (for manufac
tures were now beginning to be eftablifhed in 
Flanders), were broken in an inftant, ten thou- 
fand of them were put to the fword, the earl of 
Leicefter was taken prifoner, and the remains of 
the invaders were glad to compound for a fafe re
treat into their own country.

T his great defeat did not difhearten the malcon
tents; who, being fupported by the alliance of io 
many foreign princes, and encouraged by the king’s 
own fons, determined to perfevere in their enter- 
prife. The earl of Ferrars, Roger de Moubray, 
Archetil de Mallory, Richard de Moreville, Hamo 
de Mafcie, together with many friends of the earls 
of Leicefter and Chefter, rofe in arms: The fide
lity of the earls of Clare and Glocefter were fuf- 
pe&ed; and the guardian, though vigoroufly fup
ported by Geoffrey biihop of Lincoln, the king’s 
natural fon by the fair Roiamond, found it difficult 
to defend himfelf on all quarters, from ib many 
open and concealed enemies. The more to aug

ment

H E N R Y  II.



C H A P .
IX.

-----'
J174.

444

Sth July. 
Penance of 
Henry for 
Becket’s 
murder.

ment the confufion, the king of Scotland, on the 
expiration of the truce, broke into the northern 
provinces with a great army7 o f 8o,ooq  men* 
which, though undifciplined and diforderly, and 
better fitted for committing devaftation than for 
executing any military enterpriie, was become dan  ̂
gerous from the prefent factious and turbulent fpi- 
rit of the kingdom. Henry, who had baffled all 
his enemies in France, and had put his frontiers in 
a pofture of defence, now found England the feat 
of danger; and he determined by his pretence to 
overawe the malcontents, or by his conduit and 
courage to fubdue them. H e landed at South
ampton; and knowing the influence of fuperftition 
over the minds of the people, he haftened to Can
terbury, in order to make atonement to the afhes 
of Thomas a Becket, and tender his fubmiffions to 
a dead enemy. As foon as he came within fight of 
the church of Canterbury, he difmounted, walked 
barefoot towards it, proftrated himfelf before the 
fhrine of the faint, remained in failing and prayer 
during a whole day, and watched all night the holy 
reliques. Not content with this hypocritical de
votion towards a man, whofe violence and ingrati
tude had fa long difquieted his government, and 
had been the objeifc of his moil inveterate animo- 
iity, he fubmitted to a penance flill more ¡Angular 
and humiliating. He affembled a chapter of the 
monks, difrobed .himfelf before them, put a 
fcourge of difcipline into the hands of each, and 
prefented his bare (boulders to the laihes which 
thefe ecclefiaftics fucceiiively inflifted upon him. 
Next day he received abfolution; and departing for 
London, got foon after the agreeable intelligence 
of a great vi&ory which his generals had obtained 
over the Scots, and which being gained, as was re
ported, on the very day of his abfolution, was re-
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garded as the earneft of his final reconciliation 
with Heaven and with Thomas a Becker/

W il l ia m  king o f Scots, though repulfed be
fore the caftle of Prudhow, and other fortified 
places, had committed the moft horrible depreda
tions upon the northern provinces: But on the ap
proach of Ralph de Glanviile, the famous juftici- 
ary, feconded by Bernard de Baliol, Robert de 
Stuteville, Odonel de Umfreville, William de 
Vefci, and other northern barons, together with the 
gallant biihop o f Lincoln, he thought proper to re
treat nearer his own country^ and he fixed his camp 
at Alnwic. H e had here weakened his army ex
tremely, by fending out numerous detachments in 
order to extend his ravages; and he lay abfolutely 
fafe, as he imagined, from any attack o f the ene
my. But Glanviile, informed o f his fituation, 
made a hafty and fatiguing march to Newcaftle; 
and allowing his foldiers only a fmall interval for 
refrefhment, he immediately fet out towards even
ing for Alnwic. H e marched that night above 
thirty miles; arrived in the morning, under cover 
o f a miff, near the Scottifh camp; and regard- 
lefs of the great numbers of the enemy, he be
gan the attack with his fmall but determined body 
o f cavalry. William was living in fuch fupine fe- 
curity, that he took the Engliih, at firft, for a 
body o f his own ravagers, who were returning to 
the camp: But the fight of their banners con
vincing him of his miftake, he entered on the action 
with no greater body than a hundred horfe, in con
fidence that the numerous army which furrounded 
him, would fbon haften to his relief. H e was de
mounted on the firft ihock, and taken prifoner; 
while his troops, hearing of this difafter, fled on all 
lides with the utmoft precipitation. The difperfed 
ravagers made the beft of their way to their own 
country; and difeord_arifing among them, they 
proceeded even to mutual hoftilities, and iufiered

more
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c  H A£. more from reach other’s fword, than -from that o f  
the enemy.

T his great and important -viftory proved at laft 
■ decifive in favour o f  Henry, and entirely broke the 
ipirit of the Engliih rebels. The biihop o f Dur
ham, who was preparing to revolt, made his fub- 
juiffipns; Hugh Bigod, -though he had recei ved a 
ftrong reinforcement of Flemings, was obliged to 
Purrender all his caftles, and throw himfelfon -the

H I S T O R Y  O F  E N G L A N D ,

king’s mercy; no better refource was left to the earl 
o f Ferrars and Roger de M oubray; the inferior 
-rebels imitating the example, all England was re- 
Jftored to tranquillity in a few weeks; and as the 
king appeared to lie under the Immediate protec
tion of Heaven, it was deemed impious any longer 
to refill him. The clergy exalted anew the -merits 
and powerful interceflion of Becket; and Henry, 
mile ad of oppofing this fuperftition, plumed him- 
ielf on the new friendfhip of the faint, and propa
gated an opinion which was fo favourable to his 
intermits2.

P r i n c e  Henry, who was ready to embark at 
Gravelines, with the earl of Flanders and a great 
.army, hearing that his parti.fans in England were 
fuppreiTed, abandoned all thoughts of the enter
prise, and joined the camp of Eewis, who, during 
the abfence of the king, had made an irruption into 
Normandy, and had laid fiege to Rouen \  The 
place was defended with great vigour by the inha
bitants b; and Lewis, defpairimg of fuccefs by open 
force, tried to gain the town by a ftratagem, which, 
in that fuperftitious age, was deemed not very ho
nourable. He proclaimed in his own camp a cef- 
lation of arms, on pretence of celebrating the fef- 
tival of St. Laurence j and when the citizens, fup- 
pofing themfelves in fafety, were fo imprudent as to 
meruit their ;guard, he puxpofed to take advantage

f  Hqveden, p. 539, a 'Brampton, p,
-b Xfoeto, p. j7 8. r  ;
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o f their fecurity. Happily, fome priefts had, from 
mere curiofity, mounted a fteeple, where the alarm- 
hell hong; and obferving the French camp in mo
tion, they immediately rang the bell, and gave 
warning tq the inhabitants, who ran to their feve- 
ral Rations. The French, who, on hearing the 
alarm, hurried to the affault, had already mounted 
the walls in feveral places; but being repulfed by 
the enraged citizens, were obliged to retreat with 
confiderable lofsc. Next day Henry, who had 
haftened to the defence of his Norman dominions, 
paifed over the bridge in triumph; and entered 
Rouen in fight of the French army. The city was 
now in abfolute .fafety; and the king, in order to 
brave the French monarch, commanded the gates, 
which had been walled up, to be opened ; and he 
prepared to puih his advantages againft the enemy, 
Lewis faved himfelf from this perilous fituation by 
a new piece of deceit, not fo juftifiable. H e pro- 
pofed a conference for adjufting the terms of a gene
ral peace, which he knew would be greedily em
braced by H enry; and while the king of England 
trufted to the execution of his promife, he made a 
retreat with his army into France.

T here was, however, a neeefiity on both tides 
for an accommodation, Henry could no longer 
bear to fee his three fons in the hands of his enemy* 
and Lewis dreaded, left this great monarch, victo
rious in all quarters, crowned with glory, and ab
folute mafter o f his dominions, might take revenge 
for the mainy dangers and difquietudes which the 
arms, and ftill more the intrigues o f France, had, 
in his difputes both with Becket and his fons, 
found means to raife him. After making a ceffa- 
tion of arms, a conference was agreed on near 
Tours; where Henry granted his ions much lefs 
advantageous terms than he had formerly offered; 
and h$ received their fubmifiions. The moll ma-

Brompton* p. 1096» Neubrig". pt4.1t* Heniing* p. 503.
terial
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c h a p , terial o f his conceffions were feme penfions which 
^  , he ftipulated to pay them, and ibme cattles which

«74- he granted them for the place * of their refidence$ 
Theking’s together with an indemnity for all their adherents, 
™ 10' who were reftored to their eftates and honoursd. 
with his O f all thofe who had embraced the caufe of the 
fons. young prince, William king o f Scotland was the 

only confiderable lofer by that invidious and unjuft 
enterprife. Henry delivered from confinement, 
without exadting any ranfom, about nine hundred 
knights whom he had taken prifoners; but it coft 
William the ancient independency o f his crown as 
the price of his liberty. H e ftipulated to do ho
mage to Henry for Scotland and all his other pof- 
leffions; he engaged that all the barons and nobi
lity of his kingdom fhould alio do homage; that 
the biihops ihould take an oath of fealty; that both 
iliould fwear to adhere to the king of England 
againft their native prince,. if the latter ihould 

1175. break his. engagements; and that the fortreffes of 
30th Aug. Edinburgh, Stirling, Berwic, Roxborough, and 

Jedborough, ihould be delivered into Henry's hands, 
till the performance of articles6. This fevere and 
humiliating treaty was executed in its full rigour. 
William, being releafed, brought up all his ba
rons, prelates, and abbots; and they did homage 
to Henry in the cathedral of York, and acknow
ledged him and his fucceffors for their iuperior 
lordf. The Engliih monarch ftretched ftill farther 
the rigour of the conditions which he exa&ed. H e 
engaged the king and ftates of Scotland to make 
perpetual cefiion of the fortreffes of Berwic and 
Roxborough, and to allow the caftle of Edinburgh

f  Ryflier, vol, i. p. 35, Bened. Abb. p. 85?, Hoveden, p. 54.0. 
Diceto, p, 583, Brompton, p. 109S. Heming. p. 505. Chron. 
jDunft, p, 36,
, e M. Paris, p. 91. Chron. Dunft. p. 36, Hoveden, p. 543. 
M - Weft. p.251. Diceto, p. 584. Brompton, p. 1x03. Bymer, 
vol. i. p. 39, Liber Niger Scaccarii, p. 36. 

f Bened. Abb, p. 113,
2 to
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to remain in his hands for a limited time. This CIT ^ ?- 
was the firft great afcendant which England ob
tained over Scotland j and indeed the firft import
ant tranfadlion which had pafled between .the king-' 
doms, Few princes have been fo fortunate as to gain 
confiderable advantages over their weaker neigh
bours with lefs violence and injuftice than was praitif- 
ed by Henry againft the king o f Scots, whom he had 
taken prifoner in battle, and who had wantonly en
gaged in a war, in which all the neighbours of that 
prince, and even his own family, were, without 
provocation, combined againft him s.

H e n r y  having thus, contrary to expectation, King’s 
extricated himfelf with honour from a fituation in equitable 
which his throne was expofed to' great danger, was 
employed for leverai years in the adminiftration of 
juftice, in the execution of the laws, and in guard- 
ing againft thofe inconveniences, which either the 
paft convulfions of his fiate, or the political inftitu- 
tions of that age, unavoidably occafioned. The 
provifions which he made fhow fuch largenefs of 
thought as qualified him for being a legiflator ; and 
they were commonly calculated as well for the fu
ture as the prefent happinefs of his kingdom.

H e enacted fèvere penalties againft robbery, 
murder, falfe coining, arfon ; and ordained that 
thefe crimes ihoflld be punifhed by the amputation 
of the right hand and right footh. The pecuniary 
commutation for crimes, which has a falfe appearance 
of lenity, had been gradually diluted ; and feems 
to have been entirely abolilhed by thè rigour of 
thefe ftatutes. The fuperftitious trial by watgr or
deal, though condemned by the church itili fub-

S Some Scotch hiftorìans pretend) that William paid, befides,
100,000 pounds of ranfom, which is quite incredible. The ranloin 
of Richard I. who, befides England, p offe {Ted fo many rich territories 
in France, was only 150,000 marks, and yet was levied with great 
difficulty. Indeed, two-thirds of H it only could be paid before his 
deliverance. k Bened- Abb. p. 135» Hoveden, p. 5 4 9 ’

* Seld. Spicileg. ad Eadra* p. 204.
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C H A P ,  fifted; but Henry ordained, that any man accufed 
1Xw of murder* or any heinous felony, by the oath of 

the legal knights o f the county, fhould, even 
though acquitted by the ordeal* be obliged to ab

jure the realmk.
,All advances towards reafon and good fenfe are 

flow and gradual. Henry, though fenfible of the 
great abfurdity attending the trial by duel or battle, 
did not venture to abolifh it: H e only admitted 
either o f the parties to challenge a trial by an affize 
or jury of twelve freeholders \ This latter method 
of trial feems to have been very ancient in England, 
and was fixed by the laws of king A lfred: But the 
barbarous and violent genius of the age had of late 
given more credit to the trial by battle, which had 
become the general method of deciding all import
ant coritroverftes. ' It was never abolifhed by law 
in England; and there is an inftance o f it fo late 
as the reign of Elizabeth: But the infiitution re
vived by this king, being found more reafonable 
and more fuitable to a civilized people, gradually 
prevailed over it.

T he partition of England into four divifions, and 
the appointment of itinerant juftices to go the cir
cuit in each divifion, and to decide the caufes in 
the counties, was another important ordinance of 
this prince, which had a diredl tendency to curb 
the opprefllve barons, and to protect the inferior 
gentry and common people in their property111. 
Thofe juftices were either prelates or confiderable 
noblemen j who, befides carrying the authority of 
the king's commiffion, were able, by the dignity 
of their own charaiter, to give weight and credit 
to the laws.

T hat there might be fewer obftacles to the ex
ecution of juftice, the king was vigilant in ,demo-

k Bencd, Abb. p, 132* 1 Glanv. lib. ii, cap. 7.
m Hovedcn, p. 520.
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Hiking all the new erefted caftles of the nobility, in 
England as well as in his foreign dominions; and 
he permitted no fortrefs to remain in the cuftody of 
thofe whom he found reafon to fufped \

B ut left the kingdom ihould be weakened by 
this demolition o f the fortrefies, the king fixed an 
afTrze of arms, by which all his fubjects were obli
ged to put themfelves in a iituation for defending 
themfelves and the realm. Every man poffeffed of 
a knight’s fee was ordained to have for each fee a 
coat of mail, a helmet, a fhield, and a lance; every 
free layman, pofieiied of goods to the value of fix- 
teen marks, was to be armed in like manner; every 
one that pofifeffed ten marks was obliged to have an 
iron gorget, a cap of iron, and a lance; all bur- 
gefifes were to have a cap of iron, a lance, and a 
wambais; that is, a coat quilted with wool, tow, 
or fuch like materials0. It appears that archery, 
for which the Engliih were afterwards fo renowned, 
had not, at this time become very common among 
them. The fpear was the chief weapon employed 
in battle.

T h e  clergy and the laity were, during that age, 
in a ftrange iituation with regard to each other, and 
fuch as may feem totally incompatible with a civi
lized, and indeed with any fpecies of government. 
I f  a clergyman were guilty of murder, he could be 
punifhed by degradation only: I f  he were mur
dered, the murderer was expofed to nothing but 
excommunication and ecclefiaftical cenfures; and 
the crime was atoned for by penances and fubmif- 
fionp. Hence the affaffins o f Thomas a Becket 
himfelf, though guilty of the moft atrocious wick
ed nefs, and the moft repugnant to the fend men ts of 
that age, lived fecurely in their own houfes, with
out being called to account by Henry himfelfj who

n Bened. Abb. p. aoi. Diceto, p. 5S5.
0 Bened. Abb. p. 305, Aiinai. Waveri. p. i&x.
P Petri Bkiieiu epiit. 73. apud Bibl. Pair. tQia.xxiv. p, 993.
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c h a p . Was fo much concerned, both in honour and into- 
^ IX' , reft, to. puniih that crime, and who profefled, or 

affedted on all occaiions, the moil extreme abhor
rence of it. It was not .till they found their pre
fence ihunned by e^ery one as excommunicated 
perfons, that they were induced t© take a journey 
to Rome, to throw themfelves at the feet of the 
pontiff, and to fubmit to the penances impofed 
upon them : After which, they continued to poffefs, 
without moleftation, their honours and fortunes, 
and feem even to have recovered the countenance 
and good opinion of the public. Rut as the king, 
by the conftitutions o f Clarendon, which he en
deavoured ftill to maintainq, had fubjefted the 
clergy to a trial by the civil magiftrate, it feemed 
but juft to give them the protection of that power 
to which they owed obedience: It was enadted, that 
the murderers of clergymen ihould be tried before 

' the jufticiary, in the prefence o f the biihop or his
official i and befides the ufual puniihment for mur
der, ihould be fubjedted to a forfeiture of their 
eftates, and a confifcation o f their goods and chat
tels1.

T he king paffed an equitable law, that the goods 
of a vaffal ihould not be feized for the debt of his 
lord, u n lcfs  the vailal be furety for the debt; and 
that the rents of vaifals ihould be paid to the cre
ditors o f the lord, not to the lord himfelf. It is 
remarkable, that this law was enadted by the king 
in a council which he. held at Verneiiil, and which 
coniifted of fome prelates and barons of England, 
as well as fome .of Normandy, Poidtou, Anjou, 
Maine, Touraine, and Britanny; and the ftatute 
took place in all thefe laft-mentioned territories5,

 ̂ Chron. Gsrvafe, p. 1433. r Diceto, p, 59a. Chron.
Gervafe, p. 1433. s Bened. Abb, p. 248. It was ufual for
the kings of Engird* after the conqueft of Ireland, to iummon 
barons and member? of that country to the Eriglifh parliament. Mo- 
lineux's Cafe of Ireland, p. 64, 65, 66.
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though totally unconnected with each othert : A  
certain proof hoy/ irregular the ancient feudal go
vernment was, and how near the fovereigns, in 
fome inftances, approached to deipotifm, though 
in others they feemed fcarcely to poiTefs any autho
rity. I f  a prince much dreaded and revered, like 
Henry, obtained but the appearance of general 
confent to an ordinance which was equitable and 
juft, it became immediately an eftablilhed law, 
and all his fubjeCts acquiefced in it. I f  the prince 
was hated or defpifed ; if the nobles who fupported 
him had fmall influence; if  the humours of the 
times dilpofed the people to queftion the juftice of 
his ordinance; the fulleft and moft authentic allem- 
bly had no authority. Thus all was confoiion and 
disorder; no regular idea o f a conftitution; force 
and violence decided every tiling.

T h e  luccefs which had attended Henry in his 
wars did not much encourage his neighbours to 
form any attempt againft him ; and his tranfaCtions 
with them, during feveral years, contain little me
morable. Scotland remained in that ftate of feu
dal fubjeCtion to which he had reduced it, and gave 
him no farther inquietude. H e fent over his 
fourth ion, J ohn, into Ireland, with a view of 
m aking, a more corqplete conqueft of the ifland; 
but the petulance and incapacity o f this prince, by 
which he enraged the Irifh chieftains, obliged the 
king foon after to recal him 3. The king of
France had fallen into an abjeft fuperftition; and 
was induced, by a devotion more fincere than that 
o f Henry, to make a pilgrimage to the tomb of 
Eecket, in order to obtain his interceflion for the 
cure o f Philip, his eldeft fon. H e probably

t Spelman even doubts whether the "law were not alfo extended to 
England. I f  it were not, it could only be becaufe Henry did not 
chule it; for his authority was greater in that kingdom than in ms 
tranfniarine dominions. u Bened. Abb. p. 4 3 7 ? &c*
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thought himfelf well entitled to the favour of that 
faint, on account of their ancient intimacy; and 
hoped that Becket, whom he had prdte&ed while 
on earth, would not now, when he was fo highly 
exalted in heaven, forget his old friend and bene- 
fa&or. The monks, fenfible that their faint’s ho. 
nour was concerned in the cafe, failed not to pub- 
liih that Lewis’s prayers were anfwered, and that 
the young prince was reftored to health by Becket’s 
interceflion. That king himfelf was fopn after 
{truck with an apoplexy, which deprived him of his 
underflranding: Philip, though a youth o f fifteen, 
took on him the adminiftration, till his father’s 
death, which happened (oon after, opened his way 
to the throne; and he proved the ableft and great- 
eft monarch that had governed that kingdom fince 
the age of Charlemagne. The fuperior years, how
ever, and experience of Henry, while they mode
rated his ambition, gave him fuch an afcendant over 
this prince, that no dangerous rival (hip, for a long 
time, arofe between them. The Englifh monarch, 
inftead of taking advantage of his own iituation, 
rather employed his good offices in compofing 
the quarrels which arofe in the royal family of 
France; and he was fuccefsful in mediating a re
conciliation between Philip and his mother and 
uncles. Thefe fervices were but ill requited by 
Philip, who, when he came to man’s eitate, fo
mented all the domeftic difcords in the royal family 
of England, and encouraged Henry’s ions in their 
ungrateful and undutiful behaviour towards him.

P r i n c e  Henry, equally impatient of obtaining 
power, and incapable ot ufing it, renewed to the 
king the demand of his refigning Normandy; and 
on meeting with a refufal, he fled with his confort 
to the court o f France: But not finding Philip at 
that time diipofed to enter into war for his fake, he 
accepted of his father’s offers' o f reconciliation, and

mad$
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made him fubmiffions. It was a cruel circum- C h a p , 
ftance in the king’s fortune, that he could hope for IX‘ 
no tranquillity from the criminal enterprifes of his 
fons but by their mutual difcord and animofities, 
which difturbed his family, and threw his ftate into 
convuliions. Richard, whom he had made matter 
o f Guienne, and who had difplayed his valour and 
military genius by fuppreffing the revolts of his 
mutinous barons, refufed to obey Henry’s orders, 
in doing homage to his elder brother for that 
dutchy; and he defended himfelf againft young 
Henry and Geoffrey, who, uniting their arms, 
carried war into his territories“. The king, with 
feme difficulty, compofed this difference; but 
immediately found his eldeft fon engaged in con- 
ipiracies, and ready to take arms againft himfelf 
While the young prince was condufting theft cri
minal intrigues, he was feized with a fever at Mar
tel, a cattle near Turenne, to which he had retired 11S3. 
in difeontent; and feeing the approaches o f death, 
he was at laft ftruck with remorfe.for his undutiful 
behaviour towards his father. H e fent a meffage 
to the king, who was not far diftant; expreffed 
his contrition for his faults; and entreated the fa
vour of a vifit, that he might at leaft die with the 

\ fatisfa&ion of having obtained his forgivenefs.
Henry, who had fo often experienced the prince’s 
ingratitude and violence, apprehended that his lick- 
nefs was entirely feigned, and He durft not entruft 
himfelf into his fon’s hands: But when he foon 
after received intelligence o f young Henry’s death,

*and “the proofs of his fincere repentance, this good yDê g° 
prince was attested with"the deepeft forrow; he Henry, 
thrice fainted away; he accufcd his own hard- 
heartednefs in refufing the dying requeft of his fon 3 
and he lamented that he had deprived tnat prince o f
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the laft opportunity o f making atonement for his 
offences, and of pouring out his foul in the bofom 
of his reconciled father w. This prince died in the 
twenty-eighth year of his age.

T h e  behaviour of his lurviving children did not 
tend to give the king any confolation for the lofs. 
As prince Henry had left ho pofterity, Richard 
was become heir to all his dominions 3 and the 
king intended that John, his third furviving fqn 
and favourite, ihould inherit Guienne as his appa
nage: But Richard refufed his eonfent, fled into 
that dutchy, and even made preparations for car
rying on war, as well againft his father as againft 
his brother Geoffrey, who was now put in poflef- 
fion of Britanny. Henry fent for Efeanor his 
queen, the heirefs of Guienne, and required Rich
ard to deliver up to her the dominion of thefe ter
ritories ; which that prince, either dreading an in
fo rrefti on of the Gafcons in her favour, or retain
ing fome fenfe of duty towards her, readily per
formed 3 and he peaceably returned to his father's 
court. No fconer was this quarrel accommodated, 
than Geoffrey, the moil: vicious perhaps of all 
Henry's unhappy family, broke out into violence; 
demanded Anjou to be annexed to his dominions 
of Britanny; and on meeting with a refufal, fled 
to the court of France, and levied forces againft his 
father x. Henry was freed from this danger by his 
ion's death, who was killed in a tournament at 
Paris7. The widow of Geoffrey, *foon after his 
deeeafe, was delivered of a fon, who received the 
name of Arthur, and was inverted in the dutchy 
of Britanny, under the guardianfhip of his grand
father, who, as duke of Normandy, was alfc fupe- 
nor lord* ot chat territory. Philip* as lord para-
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mount, difputed feme time his title to this ward- c h a p .

i x .

1185.
ihip ; but was obliged to yield to the inclinations of 
the Bretons, who preferred the government o f 
Henry.

B u t  the rivalihip between thefe potent princes, Crufades. 
and all their inferior intereft, feemed now to have 
given place to the general paffion for the relief of 
the Holy Land, and the expulfion o f the Saracens.
Thofe infidels, though obliged to yield to the im- 
menfe inundation of Chriftians in the firft crufade, 
had recovered courage after the torrent was pail; 
and attacking on all quarters the fettlements of the 
Europeans, had reduced thele adventurers to great 
difficulties, and obliged them to apply again for 
fuccours from the Weft. A  fecond crufade, under 
the emperor Conrade, and Lewis V II. king of 
■ France, in which there perifhed above 200,000 men, 
brought them but a temporary relief5 and thofe 
princes, after lofing fuch immenfe armies, and fee
ing the flower o f their nobility fall by their fide, re
turned with little honour into Europe. But thefe 
repeated misfortunes, which drained the weftern 
world o f its people and treafure, were not yet fof- 
ficient to cure men of their paffion for thofe fpiritual 
adventures; and a new incident rekindled with 
frefh fury the zeal of the ecclefiaftics and military 
adventurers among the Latin Chriftians. Saladin,. 
a prince of great generofity, bravery, and conduit, 
having fixed himfelf on the throne of Egypt, began 
to extend his conquefts over the Eaft; and finding 
the fettlement o f the Chriftians in Paleftine an in
vincible obftacle to the progrefs of his arms, he 
bent die whole force of his policy and valour to 
fubdue that fmall and barren, but important terri
tory. Taking advantage of diflenfions which pre
vailed among the champions of the crofs, and hav
ing fecretly gained the count of Tripoli, who com
manded their armies, he invaded the frontiers with
a mighty power; and, aided by the treachery of

that
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that count, gained over them at Tiberiade a com
plete vi£lory, which utterly annihilated the force of 
the already languiihing kingdom of Jerufalem. 
The holy city itfelf fell into his hands, after a feeble 
refiftances the kingdom of Antioch was almoft en
tirely fubduedj and except fome maritime towns, 
nothing considerable remained of thofe boafted con
quers, which, near a century before* it had coil 
the efforts of all Europe to acquire z.

T h e  weftern Chriftians were aftonifhed on re
ceiving this difmal intelligence. Pope Urban III. 
it is pretended, died of grief; and his fucceffor, 
Gregory VIII. employed the whole time of his 
ihort pontificate in roofing to arms all the Chriftians 
who acknowledged his authority. The general cry 
was, that they were unworthy of enjoying any in
heritance in heaven, who did not vindicate from 
the dominion of the infidels the inheritance of God 
on earth, and deliver from flavery that country 
which had been confecrated by the fbotfteps of their 
Redeemer. William archbifhop of Tyre, having 
procured a conference between Henry and Philip 
near Gifors, enforced all thefe topics; gave a pa
thetic defcription of the miferable ftate of the eaflern 
Chriftians; and employed every argument to ex
cite the ruling paffions of the age, fuperftition, and 
jealoufy of military honoura. The two monarchs 
immediately took the crofsj many of their moft 
confiderable vaffals imitated the exampleb 5 and as 
the emperor Frederic L entered into the fame con
federacy, fome well-grounded hopes of fuccefs were 
entertained; and men flattered themfelves, that an 
enterprife which had failed under the conduft of 
many independent leaders, or o f imprudent princes, 
might at laft, by the efforts of fuch potent and able 
monarchs, be brought to a happy iffue.

a M. Paris, p. 100. a Bened. Abb. p. 531.
* Neubrig. p. 4.35. Heming, p, ¡ ¡ z .
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T h e  kings o f France and England impoied a C h a p . 

tax, amounting to the tenth of all moveable goods, A
on fuch as remained at homec; but as they ex- ugs. 
empted from this burden moil of the regular clergy, 
the fecular afpired to the fame immunity; pretended' 
that their duty obliged them to affift the cruiade 
with their prayers alone; and it was with fome dif
ficulty they were conftrained to defift from an oppo- 
iition, which in them, who had been the chief pro
moters of thofe pious enterprifes, appeared with the 
worft grace imaginabled. This backwardnefs o f 
the clergy is perhaps a fymptom, that the enthufi- 
aftic ardour which had at firfb feized the people for 
crufades, was now by time and ill fuccefs confider- 
ably abated ; and that the frenzy was chiefly fup- 
ported by the military genius and love of glory in 
the monarchs,

B ut before this great machine could be put in 
motion, there were frill many obftacles to furmount.
Philip, jealous of Henry’s power, entered into a 
private confederacy with young Richard; and, 
working on his ambitious and impatient temper, 
perfuaaed him, inftead of fupporting and aggran- 
difing that monarchy which he was one day to in
herit, to feek prefent power and independence by Jt$ 
difturbing and difmembering it. In order to give Revoifof 
a pretence for hoftilities between the two kings,
Richard broke into the territories o f Raymond c ar * 
count o f Touloufe, who immediately carried com
plaints o f this violence before the king of France 
as his fuperior lortb Philip remonftrated with 
Henry but received for anfwer, that Richard had 
confefled to the archbifhop of Dublin, that his en- 
terprife againft Raymond had been undertaken by 
the approbation of Philip himfelf, and was con
cluded by his authority. The king of France, who
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might have been covered with lhame and corifufion 
by this deteftion, ftill profecuted his defign, and 
invaded the provinces of Berri and Auvergne, un
der colour of revenging the quarrel o f the count of 
Toulouie6. Henry retaliated, by making inroads 
upon the frontiers of France, and burning Dreux. 
A s this war, which deftioyed all hopes o f fuccefs 
in the projefted crufade, gave great fcandal, the 
two kings held a conference at the accuftomed 
place between Gifors and Trie, in order to find 
means o f accommodating their differences: They 
feparated on worfe terms than before; and Philip, 
to ihow his difguft, ordered a great elm, under 
which the conferences had been ufually held, to be 
cut downf ; as if he had renounced all defire of aG- 
commodation, and was determined'to Oarry theNwar 
to extremities againft the king of England. But 
his own vaffals refufed to ferve under him in fo in
vidious a caufe5; and he was obliged to come anew 
to a conference with Henry, and to offer terms of 
peace. Thefe terms were fuch as entirely opened 
the-eyes of the king of England, and fully con
vinced him of the perfidy o f his fon, and his fecret 
alliance with Philip, of which he had before only 
entertained fome fufpicion. The king o f France 
required that Richard fhould be crowned king of 
England in the lifetime of his father, fhould be in
verted in all his tranfmarine dominions, and fhould 
immediately efpoufe Alice, Philip's filter, to whom 
he had formerly been affianced, and who had alrea
dy been conducted into Englandh. Henry had ex
perienced fuch fatal effefts, both from the crowning 
of his eldeft fon, and from that prince's alliance 
with the royal family of France, that he reje&ed 
thefe terms, and Richard, in confequence o f his 
fecret agreement with Philip, immediately revolted

H J S T O R Y  O F  E N G L A N D .

c Bened. Abb. p, 508. f Ibid. p. 517. 53a,
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from him 1, did homage to the king of France for 
all the dominions which Henry held of that crown, 
and received the inveftitures as if he had already 
been the lawful poiTeiTor. Several hiftorians affert, 
that Henry himfelf had become enamoured o f 
young Alice, and mention this as an additional rea- 
fon for his refufxng thefe conditions: But he had fo 
many other juft and equitable motives for his con- 
dud, that it is fuperfluous to affign a caufe, which 
the great prudence and advanced age of that mo
narch render fomewhat improbable.

C a r d i n a l  Albano, the pope’s legate, difpleafed 
with thefe increafing obftacles to the crufade, ex
communicated Richard, as the chief fpring o f dif- 
cord: But the fentence of excommunication, which, 
when it was properly prepared, and was zealoufly 
fupported by the clergy, had often great influence 
in that age, proved entirely ineffedual in the pre

sent cafe. The chief barons of Poi&ou, Guienne, 
Normandy, and Anjou, being attached to the 
young priqce, and finding that he had now received 
the inveftiture from their fuperior lord, declared for 
him, and made inroads into the territories of fuch 
as ftill adhered to the king. Henry, difquieted by 
the daily revolts of his mutinous iuhje6ts, and 
dreading ftill worfe effedts from their turbulent dif- 
pofition, had again recourfe to papal authority; and 
engaged the cardinal Anagni, who' had fucceeded 
Albano in the legatefhip, to threaten Philip with 
laying an interdict on all his dominions. But Phi
lip, who was a prince of great vigour and capacity, 
defpifed the menace, and told Anagni, that it be
longed not to the pope to interpofe in the temporal 
difputes of princes, much lefs in thofe between him 
and his rebellious vaflal. H e even proceeded lb 
far as to reproach him with partiality, and with re
ceiving bribes from the king of England11; while

5 Bromptcin, p, 1149. Neubrig. p. 437. k M. Paris, p. 104- 
Boned. Abb. p. 542. Hoveden, p. 652,
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Richard, Rill more outrageous, offered to draw his 
fword againft "the legate, and was hindered by the 
interpofition alone of the company, from commit
ting violence upon him 3.

T h e  king o f England was now obliged to defend 
his dominions by arms, and to engage in a war 
with France and with his eldeft fon, a prince of 
great valour, on fuch difadvantageous terms. Ferte- 
Bernard fell firft into the hands of the enemy i 
Mans was next taken by affault; and IJenry, who 
had thrown himfelf into that place, efcaped with 
feme difficulty111: Amboife, Chaumont, and Cha
teau de Loire, opened their gates on the appearance 
of Philip and Richard: Tours was menaced; and 
the king, who had retired to Saumur, and had daily 
inftances of the cowardice or infidelity o f his go
vernors, expended the moil difmal iflue to all his 
enterprifes. While he was in this ftate o f deipond- 
ency, the duke of Burgundy, the earl o f Flanders, 
and the archbiihop ofRheims, interpofed with then- 
good offices; and the intelligence which he receiv
ed of the taking of Tours, and which made him 
fully fenfible of the defperate iituation of his affairs, 
fo fubdued his fpirit that he fubmitted to all the ri
gorous terms which were impofed upon him. He 
agreed, that Richard ihould marry the princefs 
A lice; that that prince ihould receive the homage 
and oath of fealty of all his fubjefts both in Eng
land and his tranfmarine dominions $ that he himfelf 
ihould pay twenty thoufand marks to the king of 
France as a compenfation for the charges o f  the war; 
that his own barons ihould engage to make him 
obferve this treaty by force, and in cafe o f his vio
lating it, ihould promife to join Philip and Richard 
againft him j and that all his vaffals who had en-
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tercd into confederacy with Richard, ihould receive c h a p , 
an indemnity for the offencen. t J

Bu/r the mortification which Henry, who had t ls5. 
been accuftomed to give the law in moil treaties, re * 
ceived from thefe difadvantageous terms, was the ieait 
that he met with on this occafion. When he de
manded a lift of thofe barons to whom he was 
bound to grant a pardon for their connections with 
Richard, he was aftonifhed to find at the head of 
them the name of his fecond fon John0; who had 
always been his favourite, whofe interefts he had 
ever anxiouily at heart, and who had even, on ac
count o f his afcendant over him, often excited the 
jeaioufy of Richardp. The unhappy father, already 
overloaded with cares and forrows, finding his lair 
difappointment in his domeftic tendernefs, broke 
out into expreffions o f the utmoft defpair, curfed the 
day in which he received his miferahle being, and 
bellowed on his ungrateful and undutiful children a 
malediclion which he never could be prevailed on 
to retraCl The more his heart was difpofed to 
friendihip and affeCtion, the more he refented the 
barbarous return which his four fons had fucceffively 
made to his parental care; and this finifiling blow, 
by depriving him of every comfort in life, quite 
broke his fpirlt, and threw him into a lingering 
fever, of which he expired at the caftle o f Chinon 6th July, 
near Saumur. His natural fon Geoffrey, who alone DeaA 
had behaved dutifully towards him, attended his 
corpfe to the nunnery of Fontervrault; where it lay 
in ilate in the abbey-church. Next day Richard, 
who came to vifit the dead body of his father, and 
who, notwithftanding his criminal conduCl, was 
not wholly deftitute. of generofity, was ftruck with 
horror and remorfe at the fight; and as the attend
ants obferved, that at that very inftant, blood guih-

n M. Paris, p. 106, Bened. Abb. p. 54-5* Hoveden, p. 653.
0 Hoveden, p. 654.. * Bened, Abb. p. 54’ *
a Hoveden, p. 654.*
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c h a p , ed from the mouth and noftrils o f the corpfe', he 
IX' exclaimed, agreeably to a vulgar fuperftition, that 

1189. he was his father’s murderer j and he expreffed a 
deep fenle, though too late, of that undutiful beha
viour which had brought his parent to an untimely 
graves.

andciia- T hus died, in the fifty-eighth year of his age,
Heiir and thirty-fifth o f his reign, the greateft prince of 

enr5r* his time for wi'fdom, virtue, and abilities, and the 
moil powerful in extent o f dominion o f all thofe 
that had ever filled the throne o f England. His 
character, in private as well as in public life, is al- 
moil without a blemiih; and he feems to have pof- 
fefied every accompliihment, both o f body and 
mind, which makes a man either eilimable or ami
able. H e was o f a middle ftature, ilrong and well 
proportioned; his countenance was lively and en
gaging; his converfation affable and entertaining: 
his elocution eafy, perfuafive, and ever at com
mand. He loved peace, but poffeffed both bra
very and conduit in war; was provident without 
timidity; fevere in the execution o f juftice without 
rigour; and temperate without aufterity. H e pre- 
ferved health, and kept himfelf from corpulency, to 
which he was fomewhat inclined, by an abflemious 
diet, and by frequent exercife, particularly hunting. 
When he could enjoy leifure, he recreated himfelf 
either in learned converfation or in reading; and he 
cultivated his natural talents by ftudy, above any 
prince of his time. His affeftions, as well as his 
enmities, were warm and durable; and his long ex
perience of the ingratitude and infidelity of men 
never deflroyed the natural ienfibility of his temper, 
which difpofed him to friendfhip and fociety. His 
character has been tranfmitted to us b y ‘ fcverai 
writers who were - his contemporaries1 $ and it ex-

r Bened. Abb. p. 547. Brompton, p. 1151. s M . Paris.
P - l o 7\ 1 Petri Blef. epift. 46, 47. in Bibliotheca Patruin,
vol. xjciv* p. 985, 986* &c. Girald. Camb. p, 783, &c.
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tfdmely refembles, in ■ its moft remarkable features, C h a p . 
|hat of his maternal grandfather Henry I. : Except? Ix; 
ing only, that ambition, which wàs a ruling paffion 
in both, found not in the firft Henry fuch unexcep
tionable means of exerting itfelf, and puihed that 
prince into meafures, which were both criminal * 
in themfelves and were the caufe o f farther crimes, 
from which his grândfon’s conduâ: was happily ex
empted.

T h i s  prince, like moft of his predeceffors of the M ifelk- 
Normaii line, except Stephen, paffed more of his n«°us 
time oh the continent than in this ifland: H e was 
furrounded with the Engliih gentry and nobility, this reign, 
when abroad: The French gentry and nobility at
tended him when he f  elided in England : Both na
tions aéted in the government as if  they were the 
fame people ; and, on many occaiions, the legifla- 
tnres feem not to have been diftinguiihed. As the 
king and all the Èngliih barons were of French ex
traction, the manners of that people acquired the af- 
cendant, and were regarded as the models o f imita
tion, A ll foreign improvements, therefore, fuch 
as they were, in literature and* politenefs, in laws 
and arts, feem now to have been, in a good mea- 
fure> tranfplanted into England ; and that kingdom 
was become little inferior in all the faihion able ac- 
complifliments, to any o f its neighbours on the con
tinent; ,The more homely but more fenfible man
ners and principles of the Saxons, were exchanged 
for the affectations of chivalry and the fubtilties of 
fchool philofophy : The feudal ideas of civil govern
ment, the Romiflx fentiments in religion, had taken 
entire poffeffion of the people: By the former, the 
fenfe of fubmiffion towards princes was femewhat 
diminiihed in the barons * by the latter, the devoted 
attachment to papal authority was much augmented 
among the clergy. The Norman and other fo
reign families eftabliihed in England, had now 
fkuck deep root j and being entirely incorporated 
f y 0L. L  H h  with
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c  h A  P. with the people, whom at firft they oppreffed and 
xx- ^  defpifed, they no longer thought that they needed 

ai89. the proteftion of the crown for the enjoyment of 
their poffeffions, or confidered their tenure as pre
carious. They afpired to the fame liberty and in- 
dependence which they faw enjoyed by their bre
thren on the continent, and defired to reftrain thofe 
exorbitant prerogatives and arbitrary practices, 
which the neceflities of war and the violence of 
conqueft had at firft obliged them to indulge in 
their monarch. That memory alio o f a more equal 
government under the Saxon princes, which re
mained with the Engliih, diffufed {till farther the 
fpirit of liberty* and made the barons both defirous 
of more independence to themfelves, and willing to 
indulge it to the people. And it was not long ere 
this fecret revolution in the fentiments of men pro
duced, firft violent convuliions in the ftate, then an 
evident alteration in the maxims o f government.

T h e  hiftory of all the preceding kings of Eng
land fince the conqueft, gives evident proofs of the 
diforders attending the feudal inftitutions; the li- 
centioufnefs of the barons, their fpirit o f rebellion 
againft the prince and laws, and o f animofity 
againft each other: The conduit of the barons in 
the tranfmarine dominions o f thofe monarchs, af
forded perhaps {till more flagrant inftances of thefe 
convuliions; and the hiftory of France, during feve- 
ralages, confifts almoft entirely o f narrations of this 
nature. The cities, during the continuance of this 
violent government, could neither be very nume
rous nor populous; and there occur, inftances which 
feem to evince, that, though thefe are always the 
firft feat of law and liberty, their police was in ge
neral loofe and irregular, and expofed to the fame 
diforders with thofe by. which the country was ge
nerally infefted. It was a cuftom in London for 
great numbers, to the amount ¡.of a hundred or 

5 - more/the ions and relations of confiderabiejcitize^,
. t o
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to foltn themielves into a licentious confederacy, to 
break into rich houfes and plunder them, to rob and 
murder the pafiengers, and to commit with impu
nity all forts o f diforder. By thefe crimes, it had 
become ib dangerous to walk the ftreets by night, 
that the citizens durffc no more venture abroad after 
fun-fet, than if  they had been expofed to the incur- 
fions o f a public enemy. The brother of the earl 
o f Ferrars had been murdered by fome of thofe 
no&urnal rioters; and the death o f fo eminent a 
perfon, which was much more regarded than that 
o f  many thoufands o f an inferior Ration, fo pro
voked the king, that he fwore vengeance againft the 
criminals, and became thenceforth more rigorous 
in the execution of the lawsu.

T here is another inftance given by hiftorians, 
which proves to what a height fuch riots had pro
ceeded, and how open thefe criminals were in com
mitting their robberies. A  band o f them had at
tacked the houie of a rich citizen, with an inten
tion of plundering i t ; had broken through a ftone- 
wall with hammers and wedges; and had already 
entered the houfe fword in hand ; when the citizen, 
armed cap-a-pee, and fupported by his faithfuj fer- 
vants, appeared in the paflage to oppofe them: He 
cut off the right hand of the firft robber that enter
ed ; and made fuch ftout refiftance, that his neigh
bours had leifure to aflemble, and come to his relief 
The man who loft his hand was taken; and was 
tempted by the promife of pardon to reveal his 
confederates; among whom was one John Senex, 
efteemed among the richeft and beft-born citizens 
in London. H e was convifted by the ordeal; and 
though he offered five hundred marks for his life, 
the king refufed the money, and ordered him to be 
hangedw. It appears from a ftatute of Edward I. 
that thefe diiorders were not remedied even in that

« Bened, Abb, p. 196, w Bened* Abb, p. 197» x9̂ *
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c h a p , reign. It was then made penal to go out af night 
IX' , after the hour of the curfew, to carry a weapon, or 

to walk without a light or lanthorn \  It is faid in 
the preamble to this law, that, both by night and 
by day, there were continual frays in the ftreets of 
London.

H e n r y ' s care in adminiilering juftice had gained 
him fo great a reputation, that even foreign and 
diftant princes .made him arbiter, and fobmitted 
their differences to his judgment. Sanchez king 
of Navarre, having feme controverfies with Alfonfc 
king of Caftile, was contented, though Alfonfc had 

^ married the daughter o f  Henry, to -chufe this prince 
for a referee •> and they agreed, each of them to 
confign three caftles into neutral hands, as a pledge 
of their no£ departing from his award., Henry 
made the caufe be examined before his great coun
cil, and gave a fentence, which was fubmitted to 
by both parties. Thefe two Spaniih kings fent 
each a flout champion to the court of England, in 
order to defend his caufe by arms, in cafe the way 
of duel had been chofen by Henry L

H e n r y  fo far aboliihed the barbarous and abfurd 
praftice o f  confifcating fhips w hich had been 
w recked on the coaft, that he ordained, i f  one man 
or animal were alive in the fh ip , that the veffel and 
goods ihould be reftored to  the o w n ersz.

T he reign of Henry was remarkable alfo for an 
innovation which was afterwards carried farther by 
his fucceffors, arid was atterided with the moft im
portant confequences. This prince was difgufled 
with the fperies of military force which was efta- 
blifhed by the feudal inftitutions, and which, though 
it was extremely burdenfome to the fubjedt, yet ren 
dered very little fervice to the fbvereign. The ba
rons, or military tenants, came late into the field;

x Obfervations on the ancient Statutes, p. a i6. r Rymer,
vol. iv. p. 4.3, Bened. Abb. p. 172 . Diceto, p. 597* Brompton, 
p. iii©, z Ryuier, voL i. p. 36,
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they were obliged to ferve only forty days; they 
were unfkilful and diforderly in all their operations; 
and they were apt to carry into the camp the fame 
refraftory and independent ipiric, to which they 
were accuftomed in their civil government, Henry, 
therefore, introduced the praftice of making a com
mutation of their military fervice for money; and 
fee levied fcutages from his baronies and knights fees, 
inftead o f requiring the perfonal attendance of his 
vaffals. There is mention made, in the hiftory of 
the exchequer, of thefe fcutages in his fecond, fifth, 
and eighteenth yeara; and other writers give us an 
account o f three more of themb. When the prince 
had thus obtained money, he made a contrail with 
fome o f thofe adventurers in which Europe at that 
time abounded: They found him foldiers of the 
fame character with themfelves, who were bound to 
ferve for a ilipulated time: The armies were left 
numerous, but more ufeful, than when compofed 
of all the military vaffals of the crown: The feu
dal inftitutions began to relax: The kings became 
rapacious for money, on which all their power de
pended : The barons, feeing no end of exaftions, 
fought to defend their property: And as the fame 
caufes had nearly the fame effeits in the different 
countries of Europe, the feveral crowns either loft 
or acquired authority, according to their different 
fuccefs in the conteft.

T  his prince was alfo the firft that levied a tax on 
the moveables or perfonal eftates of his fubjeflts, 
nobles as well as commons. Their zeal for the 
holy wars made them fubmit to this innovation; 
and a precedent being once obtained, this taxation 
became, in following reigns, the ufual method of 
fopplying the necefSties of the crown, The tax of 
Danegelt, ib generally odious to the nation, was 
remitted in this reign.

a Madox, p. 4.35, 4*6, 437* 43§* b Tyrrd, vol. u. p. 4S6. 
from the records.
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It was a ufual pradtice o f the kings of England 
to repeat the ceremony' of their coronation thrice 
every year, on aflembling the Rates at the three 
great feftivals. Henry, after the firft years of his 
reign, never renewed this ceremony, which was 
found to.be very expenfive and very ufelefs. None 
of his fuoceiihrs revived it. It is coniidered as a 
great a6t of grace in this prince, that he mitigated 
the rigour o f the foreft laws, and punifhed any tranf- 
greffions of them, not capitally, but by fines, im- 
prifonrnents, and other more moderate penalties.

S in c e  we are here colledling feme detached in
cidents, which ihow the genius o f  the age, and 
which could not fo well enter into the body of our 
hiftory, it may not be improper to mention the 
quarrel between Roger archbiihop of York, and 
Richard archbiihop of Canterbury. W e may judge 
of the violence of military men and laymen, when 
ecclefiaftics could proceed to fuch extremities. 
Cardinal Haguezun being fent, in 1176, as legate 
into Britain, fummoned an aflembly of the clergy 
at London 5 and as both the archbiihops pretended 
to fit on his right hand, this queftion of precedency 
begat a controverfy between them. The monks 
and retainers of archbiihop Richard fell upon Ro
ger, in the prefence of the cardinal and of the fynod, 
threw him to the ground, trampled him under 
foot, and fo bruifed him with blows, that he was 
taken up half dead, and his life was, with difficulty, 
faved from their violence. The archbiihop of Can
terbury was obliged to pay a large fum of money 
to the legate, in order to fupprefs all complaints 
with regard to this enormityc.

W e are told by Gyraldus Cambrenfis, that the 
monks and prior of St. Swithun threw thernielves, 
one day, proftrate on the ground apd in the mire 
before Henry, complaining, with many tears and

H I S T O R Y  O F  E N G L A N D .

c Bened. Abb. p. 138, 139, Brorapton, p. 11Q9, 
p. 1+33. Neubrig. p. 413.

Chron. Gerv,
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much doleful lamentation, that the bifhop ofW in - 
chefter, who was alfo their abbot, had cut off three 
diihes from their table. How many has he left 
you ? faid the king. Ten only, replied the difcon- 
iblate monks. I myfelf, exclaimed the king, never 
have more than three; and I enjoin your biihop to 
reduce you to the fame numberd.

T his king left only two legitimate ions, Richard 
who fucceeded him, and John who inherited no 
territory, though his father had often intended to 
leave him a part of his extenfive dominions. H e 
was thence commonly denominated Lackland. 
Henry left three legitimate daughters; Maud, born 
in 1156, and married to Henry duke of Saxony; 
Eleanor, born in 1162, and married to Alphonio 
king of Caftile; Joan, born in 1165, and married 
to William king of Sicily6.

H enry is faid by ancient hiftorians to have been 
o f  a very amorous difpoiition: They mention two 
o f his natural fons by Rofamond, daughter of ¿lord 
Clifford, namely, Richard Longefpee, or Long- 
fword (ib called from the fword he, ufually wore), 
who was afterwards married to Ela, the daughter 
and heir of the earl of Salifbury; and Geoffrey, firft 
biihop of Lincoln, then archbifhop of York. A ll 
the other circumftances of the ftory, commonly 
told of that lady, feem to be fabulous.

4 Gij\ Camb, cap, 5. in Anglia Sacra* ral. n\
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N O T E S
T O  T H E

F I R S T  V O L U M E .

N  O  T  E  [ A ] ,  p. 13.

T H I S  queftion has been difputed with as great zeal, 
and even acrimony, between the Scotch and Irifli 

antiquaries, as if  the honour of their refpeCtive countries 
were the moft deeply concerned in the decifion. W e ihall 
not enter into any detail on fo uninterefting a fubjeCt; but 
ihall propofe our opinion in a few words. It appears more 
than probable, from the ftmilitude of language and man
ners, that Britain either was originally peopled, or was 
fubdued, by the migration of inhabitants from Gaul, and 
Ireland from Britain : T he pofition of the feveral countries 
is an additional reafon that favours this concluiion* It ap
pears alfo probable, that the migrations of that colony of 
Gauls or Celts, who peopled or .fubdued Ireland, was 
originally made from the north-weft parts of Britain; and 
this conjecture ( if  it do not merit a higher name) is 
founded both on the Iriih language, which is a very dif
ferent dialed from the W elih, and from the language an
ciently fpoken in South Britain, and on the vicinity of 
Lanca&ire, Cumberland, Galloway, and Argyleftrire, 
to that iiland. Thefe events, as they palled long be
fore the age of hiftory and records, muft be known by 
reafoning alone, which in this cafe feems to be pretty 
fatisfa&ory: Casfar and Tacitus, not to mention a mul
titude of other Greek and Roman authors, were guided by 
like inferences. But befides thefe primitive facts, which 
lie in a very remote antiquity, it is a matter of poiitlve 
and undoubted teftimony, that the Roman province of 
Britain, during the time of the lower empire, was much 
iafefted by bands of robbers or pirates, whom the provin-



cial Britons called Scots or Scu its; a name which was 
probably ufed as a term of reproach, and which thefe ban
ditti themfelves did not acknow ledge^ afTume. W e  may 
infer from two paflages in Claudian, and from pne in 
Orofius, and another in Ifidore, that the chief feat of thefe 
Scots was in Ireland. T h at fome part of the Iriih free
booters migrated back to the north-weft parts o f Britain, 
whence their anceftors had probably been derived in a 
more remote age, is pofitively aflerted by Bede, and im
plied in Gildas. I grant, that neither Bede nor Gildas 
are Csefars or Tacitufes; but fuch as they are, they re 
main the foie teftimony on the fubje<ft, and therefore mult 
be relied on for want of better : Happily, the frivoloufnefs 
of«the queftion correfponds to the weaknefs of the autho
rities. N ot to mention, that, if  any part of the traditional 
hiftory of a barbarous people can be relied on, it is the ge
nealogy of nations, and even fometimes that of families. 
It is in vain to argue againft thefe facts from the fuppofed 
warlike difpofition of the Highlanders, and unwarlike of 
the ancient Iriih. Thofe arguments are ftill much weaker 
than the authorities. Nations change very quickly in 
thefe particulars. T he Britons were unable to refift the 
Pitfts and Scots, and invited over the Saxons for their de
fence, who repelled thofe invaders : Y et the fame Britons 
valiantly refilled, for 150 years, not only this vi£fbrious 
band of Saxons, but infinite numbers more, who poured 
in upon them from all quarters. Robert Bruce, in 1322, 
made a peace, in which England, after many defeats, was 
conftrained to acknowledge the independence of. his coun
try: Y et in no more diftant period than ten years after, 
Scotland was totally fubdued by 3 fmall handful of Englifh, 
led by a few private noblemen. All hiftory is full of fuch 
events. T he Iriih Scots, in the courfe of two or three 
centuries, might find time and opportunities fufficient to 
fettle in North Britain, though we can neither affign the 
period nor caufes of that revolution. Tfieir barbarous 
manner of life rendered them much fitter than the Romans 
for fubduing thefe mountaineers. And, in a word, it is 
clear, from the language of the two countries, that the 
Highlanders and the Irifh are the fame people, and that 
the one are a colony from the other. W e  have pofitive 
evidence, which, though from neutral perfons, is not 
perhaps the beft that may be wifhed for, that the former, 
in the third or fourth century, fprang from the latter: W e

NOTES T O  TH E F IR ST  VOLUME.
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have no evidence at all that the latter fprang from the for-* 
mer. I ihali add, that the name of Erie or Irifh, given 
by the low country Scots to the language of the Scotch 
Highlanders, is a certain proof of the traditional opinion 
delivered from father to fon, that the latter people came 
originally from Ireland*

H E R E  is a feeming contradiöion in ancient hifto* "
rians with regard to fome circumftances in the ftory 

o f Edwy and Elgiva. It is agreed, that this prince had 
a violent paflion for his fecond or third coufin, Elgiva, 
whom he married, though within the degrees prohibited 
by the canons. It is alfo agreed, that he was dragged 
from a lady on the day of his coronation, and that the lady 
was afterwards treated with the lingular barbarity above 
mentioned. T h e only difference is, that Ofborne and 
fome others call her his {trumpet, not his wife, as ihe is 
faid to be by Malmefbury. But this differènte is eafìly 
reconciled: Fo* if Edwy married her contrary to the 
canons, the monks would be fure to deny her to be his 
wife, and would infill that fhe could be nothing but his 
{trumpet : So that, on the whole, we may efteem this re- 
prefentation of the matter as certain ; at lealt, as by far 
the moft probable. I f  Edwy had only kept a miitrefs, it 
is well known,^ that there are methods of accommodation 
with the church, which would have prevented the clergy 
from proceeding to fuch extremities againft him : But his 
marriage, contrary to the canons, was an infult on their

Ti li A N Y  of the Engliih hiftorians make Edgar*s ihips 
amount to an extravagant number, to 3000, of 

3600 : See Hoveden, p. 426. Flor. W igorn. p. 607* 
Abbas Rieval, p, 360. Brompton, p. 869, fays, that 
Edgar had 4000 velfels. How can thefe accounts be re- 
cpncifed to probability, and to the ftate of the navy in the 
time of Alfred ? W , Thorne makes the whole number „ 
amount only to 300, which is more probable. T he fleet

N O T E  [B ] , p. n 7 .

authority, and called for their higheft refcntmcnt,

N O T E  [ C ] , p. 1x8,

of



q i  Ethelred, Edgar’s Ton, nmft have been fhort jof 10005 
¿tip s1 yet the Saxon Chronicle, p, 137, fays it was the 
greateft navy that ever had been feen in England.

N O T E  [D], p. 141.

AL M O S T  all ’the ancient hiftorians fpeak of this 
maflacre of the Danes as if it had been univerfa], 

and as if every individual of that nation throughout Eng
land had been put to death. But the Danes were almoit 
the foie inhabitants in the kingdoms of Northumberland 
and Eaft Anglia, and were very numerous in Mercia. 
Thisreprefentation, therefore, of the matter is absolutely 
¿mpofEble. Great refinance mult have been made, and 
violent wars enfued ; which was not the cafef This ac
count given by Wallingford, though he ilarids fingle, muft 
be admitted as the only true one. W e are told, that the 
name Lur-dane, lord Daney for an idle lazy fellow, who 
lives at other people’s expense, came from the conduit of 
the Danes, who were put to death. But the Engliih 
princes had been intirely mailers for feveral generations ; 
and only fupported a military corps of that nation. It 
f^ems probable, therefore, that it was thefe Danes only 
that were put to death.

NOTES TO' TH E FIR ST  VOLUME.

N O T E  [E], p. 167.

T  H E  ingenious author of the article G o d w i n , iri the 
^ Biographia Britannica, has endeavoured to clear the 

memory of that nobleman, upon the fuppofition, that all 
the Englifh annals had been falfified by the Norman hifto- 
rians after the conqueil. But that this fuppofition has not 
much foundation, appears hence, that almoft all thefe 
hiilorians have given a very good chara£ler of his fon Ha
rold̂  whom it was much more the interefl of the Norman 
caufe to blacken.

N O T E  [F], p. 178.

T  H E whole ifory of the tranfadlions between Edward, 
Harold, and the duke of Normandy, is told fo differ

ently by the ancient writers, that there are few important



pafTages of the Engliih hiftory liable to fo great uncer
tainty’ I have followed the account which appeared to 
me the moil confident and probable. It does not feem 
likely, that Edward ever executed a will in the duke’s fa
vour, much lefs that he got it ratified by the Rates of the 
kingdom, as is affirmed by fome. T h e will would have 
been known to all, and would have been produced by the 
Conqueror, to whom it gave fo plaufible, and really fo 
juft a title; but the doubtful and ambiguous manner in 
which he feems always to have mentioned it, proves that 
he could only plead the known intentions of that monarch 
in his favour, which he was defirous to call a will. 
There is indeed a charter of the Conqueror preferved by 
D r. Hi ekes, vol. i. where he calls himfelf rex hereditarius, 
meaning heir by will; but a prince, poftefted of fo much 
power, and attended with fo much fuccefs, may employ 
what pretence he pleafes : It is fufficient to refute his pre
tences to obferve, that there is a great difference and vari
ation among hiftorians, with regard to a point which, had 
it been real, muft have been agreed upon bv all of them.

Again, fome hiftorians, particularly Malmefbury and 
Matthew of Weftminfter, affirm that Harold had no in
tention of going over to Normandy, but that taking the 
air in a pleafure-boat on the coaft, he was driven over by 
ftrefs of weather to the territories of G u y count of Pon- 
thieu : But befides that this ftory is not probable in itfelf, 
and is contradicted by molf of the ancient hiftorians, it is 
contradicted by a very curious and authentic monument 
lately difeovered. It is a tapeftry, preferved in the ducal 
palace of Rouen, and fuppofed to have been wrought by 
orders of Matilda, wife to the emperor: A t leaft it is of 
very great antiquity. Harold is there reprefented as taking 
his departure from king Edward in execution of fome 
commiffion, and mounting his veffel with a.great train. 
T h e  defign of redeeming his brother and nephew, who 
were hoftages, is the moft likely caufe that can be af- 
figned ; and is accordingly mentioned by Eadmer, Hove- 
den, Brompton, and Simeon of Durham, For a far
ther account of this piece of tapeftry, fee Hiftoire ds 
TAcademic de Literature, tom, ix. page 535«

NOTES TO THE FIRST VOLUME,
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N O T E  [ G ] ,  p, 2 o i.

i T  appears from the ancient tranflations of the Saxon 
annals and laws, and from king Alfred’s tranflation of 

Bede, as well as from all the ancient hiftorians, that comes 
in Latin, alderman in Saxon, and earl in Dano-Saxon, 
were quite fynonimous, There is’ only a claufe in a law 
o f king Athelftan’s (fee Spelm. Con<f. p. 406.) which 
has ftumbled fome antiquaries, and has made them ima
gine that an earl was fuperior to an alderman. T he we- 
reglld, or the price of an earPs blood, is there fixed at
35,000 thrimfas, equal to that o f an archbilhop; whereas 
that of a biihop and alderman is only^8ooo thrimfas. T o  
folve this difficulty we mull have recourfe to Selden’s con
jecture (fee his Titles of Honour, chap. v. p. 603, 604,), 
that the term of earl was in the age of Athefftan juft be
ginning to be in ufe in England, and flood at that time 
for the atheiing or prince of the blood, heir to the crown. 
This he confirms by a law of Canute, § 55* where an 
atheiing and an archbiihop are put upon the fame footing. 
In another law of the fame Athelftan the weregild of the 
prince or atheiing is faid to be 15,000 thrimfas. See 
W ilkins, p. 71. He is therefore the fame who is called 
earl in the former law.

N O T E  [H ], p. 252.

*"pH ERE is a paper or record of the family of Shame- 
A borne, which pretends, that that family, which was 

Saxon, was reftored upon proving their innocence, as 
well as other Saxon families which were in the fame fitu- 
ation. Though this paper was able to impofe on fuch 
great antiquaries as Spelman (fee GloiT. in verbo Drenges) 
and'Dugdale (fee Baron, vol. i. p. 118 .), it is proved by 
U r. Brady (fee Anfw. to Petyt, p. 11 , 12 .) to have been 
a forgery; and is allowed as fuch by T yrrel, though a 
pertinacious defender of his party notions (fee his Hift. 
vol. ii. introd. p. 51. 73 .). Ingulf, p, 70. tells us, that 
very early Hereward, though abfent during the time of the 
co^queft, was turned out of all his eftate, and could not 
obtain redrefs. William even plundered the monafteries.

1 Flor,
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Fior. W igorn. p. 636* Chron. Abb. St, Petri de Burgo, 
p. 48* M , Paris, p, 5. Sim. Dun. p. 200. Diceto, 
p .4 8 2 . Brampton, p. 967. Knyghton, p. 2344. Alur. 
Be verb p. 130, W e are told by Ingulf, that Ivo de 
Taillebois plundered the monaftery of Croyland of a great 
part of its land, and no redrefs could be obtained.

NOTES TO  THE FIRST VOLUME.

N O T E  [I ] , p. 253.

* " p H E  obliging of all the inhabitants to put out the fires 
^  and lights at certain hours, upon the founding of a 

bell, called the courfeu, is reprefented by Polydore Virgil, 
lib. 9, as a mark of the fervitude of the Englifh. But this 
was a law of police, which William had previouily efia- 
blifhed in Normandy. See du Moulin, Hift. de Nor
mandie, p. 160. The fame law had place in Scotland, 
L L .  Burgor. cap.- 86.

N O T E  [ K ] ,  p. 260.

\\T  H A T  thefe laws were of Edward the ConfefiTor, 
which the Englifh, every reign during a century 

and a half, defire fo palfionately to have reftored, is much 
difputed by antiquaries, and our ignorance of them feems 
one of the greateft defers in the ancient Englifh hiftory. 
T h e  colledfion of laws in W ilkins, which pafs under the 
name of Edward, are plainly a pofterior and an ignorant 
compilation. Thofe to be found in Ingulf are genuine; 
but fo imperfect, and contain fo few claufes favourable to 
the fubje£, that we fee no great reafon for their contend
ing for them fo vehemently. It is probable, that the Eng
lifh meant the common as it prevailed during the reign 
o f Edward ; which we may conjedture to have been more 
indulgent to liberty than the Norman inftitutions. T h e 
moft material articles of it were afterwards comprehended 
in Magna Charta.

N O T E  [ L ] ,  p. 284.

T N G U L F , p. 70. H. Hunt, p. 370. 372, M . Weft. 
-*• p, 225. G ul. Neub, p.357. Alured. Beverl. p. 124. 
D e Geft. AngU p. 333. M . Paris, p. 4. Sim. Dun.

p. 206.



p, 206. Brompton, p. 962. 980. 116 1 . GervafeTiIb„ 
Jib. i. cap. 16. Textus Roffeniis apud Seid. Spicileg. ad 
Eadm. p. 179. G ui. P iÄ . p. 206. Ordericus Vitalis, 
p, 521. 666. 853. Epiih St. Thom , p. 801* G u lf  
Malmef. p. 52* 57. Knyghton, p. 2354*  ̂ Eadmer, 
p. n o .  Thom . Rudborne in A ng. Sacra, vol. i. p. 248, 
Monach. RofE in Ang. Sacra, vol. ii. p. 276. Girald. 
Camb. in eadem, vol. ii. p .4 13 . Hift. Elyenfis, p .5 16 . 
T h e  words of this laft hiflorian, who is very ancient, are 
remarkable, and worth tranfcribing. Rex itaque fafim 
Willielmus, quid in principes Anglorum, qui tant& eladi fu- 
perejfe pot er ant, fecerit,, die ere, cum nihil profit, omiito, 
Sjuid entm prodejfet, ft nec unum in toio regno de Hits dicerem 
prifiina potefläte uti permijjum, fed omnes aui in gravem pau- 1 
periatij ¿er u mm am detrufos, aut exh&redatos, patria pulfis, aui 
effbjfis 0cutis, vel c&teris amputatis membris, opprobrium ho- 
minum faßos, aut certe tniferrime ajfiiSlos, vita privatos* 
Simili modo utilitate car ere exifiimo dicer e quid in minorem 
p sputum, non folum ab eo, fed a juts aß um fit, cum id di£iu 
feiamus difficile, et ob immunem crudelitatem fortajfis <lucre- 
dibile.

' NOTES TO  THE FIR ST  VOLUME.

N O T E  [M ], p/ 340.

T t E N R Y ,  by the feudal cuflotns, was entitled to levy a 
tax for the marrying of his eldeff daughter, and he 

exaded three fhillings a hyde on all England. H. Hunt, 
p. 379. Some hiftorians (Brady, p. 270. and T yrrel, 
vol, ii. p. 182.) heedlefsly make this fum amount to abov£
800.000 pounds of our prefent money: But it could not 
exceed 135,000. Five hydes, fometimes lefs, made a 
knight's iee, of which there were were about 60,000 in 
England, confequently near 300,000 hydes; and at the 
rate of three fhillings a hyde, the fum would amount to
45.000 pounds, or 135,oco, of our prefent money. See 
Rudborne, p. 257. In the Saxon times, there were only 
computed 243,600 hydes in England.

N O T E  £ N ], p. 344.

'“P 'H E  legates a latere, as they were called, were a kind 
of delegates, who poiièiìèd the full power of the pope 

In all the provinces committed to their charge, and were 
very bufy in extending as well as exercifing it. T h ey no-*

minate4~



minated to* all--vacant benefices, affembled fynods, and 
were anxious to, maintain ecclefraftical privileges, which 
never could be fully prote&ed without encroachments on the 
civil power. I f  there were the leaf! concurrence or oppofi- 
tion, it was always fuppofed that the civil power was to give 
way : Every deed, which had the leaf! pretence of holdimr 
of any thing fpiritual, as marriages, teftaments, promifTory 
oaths, were brought into the fpiritual court, and could not 
be canvaffed before a civil magiftrate. Thefe were the 
efiabliihed laws of the church ; and where a legate was 
fent immediately from Rome, he was fure to maintain the 
papal claims with the utmoft rigour; But it was an advan
tage to the king to have the archbiihop of Canterbury ap
pointed legate, becaufe the connexions of that prelate with 
the kingdom tended to moderate his meafures.

NOTES TO THE FIRST VOLUME.

N O T E  [ O ] ,  p. 377.

' t X 7’T L L IA M  of^Newbridge, p. 383. (who is copied by 
* v  later biitorians), aiferts, that Geoffrey had fome 

title to the counties of Maine and Anjou. He pretends that 
count Geoffrey, his father, had left him thefe dominions 
by a fecret will, and had ordered that his body fhould not 
be buried, till Henry fhould fwear to the obfervance of it, 
which he, ignorant of the contents, was induced to do. 
But befidcs that this Rory is not very likely in itfelf, and 
favours of monkifh fiftion, it is found in no other ancient 
writer, and is contradicted by fome of them, particularly 
the monk of Marmoutier, who had better opportunities 
than Newbridge of knowing the truth. See Vita Gauf, 
Due. Norman, p. 103.

N O T E  [P], p. 380.

fum fcarcely appears credible ; as it would amount 
■ to much above half the rent of the whole land. Ger-

vafe is indeed a contemporary author; but churchmen are 
often guilty of flrrange miftakes of that nature, and are 
commonly but little acquainted with the public revenues. 
This fum would make 5 .̂0,000 pounds of our prefent mo
ney. T h e Norman Chronicle, p. 995* f*a7s* tkat Henry 
raifed only 60 Angevin fhillings on each knight s Ice in 
his foreign dominions; This is only a fourth of the fum 

V o l . L  I i  which



V̂ bich Gervafe fays he levied on England : An inequality 
no wife probable. A  nation may by degrees be brought 

4 to bear a tax pf 15 (hillings in the pound, but a hidden and 
precarious tax can never be impofed to that amount* with
out a ^ery viiible neceffity, efpecially in an* age fo little 
accuftomed to taxes. In the fucceeding reign the rent of 
a knight’s fee was Computed at four pounds a year. There 
were 60,000 knights fees in England.

NOTES T O  TH E FIR ST  VOLUME.

N O T E  [ Q J ,  p. 382. ;

TjTrZ-STEPH EN, p. 1 8 / vio-
Jeht and arbitrary $• iiit>%sis fuiftfSTe-‘ip *. 

adrnl n i ft rat ion in thofe d ays. H is" fat hb.r̂  G e ffr e y ,
though repre fen ted as a.mild prince, fet him an example of 
much greater violence. W hen Geoffrey was mafter of 
Normandy, the chapter of Seez prefumed, without his 
confent, to proceed to the e!e£fion of a bifhop; upon 
which'he ordered all of them, with the biihop eledt, to be 
caftrated, and made all their tefticles be brought him in a 
platter. Fitz-Stepb. p. 44. In the war of Touloufe, 
Henry laid a heavy and an arbitrary tax on all the churches 
within his dominions. SeeEpift. St. Thom . p. 232.

N O T E  [R ] , p .3 9 7 .

I F o l l o w  here the narrative o f  Fitz-Stephens, who was 
fecretary to Becket; though, no doubt, he may be fuf- 

peefed of partiality towards his patron. Lord Lyttelton 
chufes to follow the authority of a manufcript letter, or 
rather manifeito, of Foilior, biihop of London, which is 
addrefted to Becket himfelf, at the time when the biihop 
appealed to the pope from the excommunication pro
nounced againft him by his primate. M y reafons, why I 
give the preference to Fitz-Stephens, are, ( 1 .)  If the 
iriendibip of Fitz-Stephens might render him partial to 
Becket, even after the death of that prelate, the declared 
enmity of the biihop muft, during his lifetime, have ren
dered him more partial on the other fide. (2 .) The biihop 
was moved by intereft, as well as enmity, to calumniate 
Becket. He had himfelf to defend againft the fentence of 
excommunication, dreadful to all, efpecially to a prelate : 
And no more effectual means than to throw all the blame



on Jïis adverfary, (3*5 He has adfually been guilty* of 
palpable calumnies in that letter. Among thefe, I reckon 
the following : He affirms, that, when Becket fubfcribetp 
the Gonftitutions of Clarendon, he Laid plainly to all the 
biihops or England, It is my mofter’s pieafurey that I Jhould 
firfwear my [elf*\ and at prefent I fubmit to it, and do revive 
U incur a per]ury> and repent afterwards as I may. How
ever barbarous the times, and however negligent zealous 
churchmen were then of morality, thefe are not words 
which a primate of great fenfe, and of much feeming fane- 
tity, would employ in an aftembly of his fuffragans : He 
might a£t upon theie.;.prinçipies9 but never furely would

alfo fays, that all thé biihops 
.¿fôlvérd* obRïnatély to oppofe the Con ft itu lions of 

^PIlfFérhdbrig.but the primate himfelf betrayed them from 
.^Ïirnïdi.ty, and led the way to their fubfcribing. This is 

contrary to the tefiimonyof all the hiftorians, and diredHy 
contrary to Becket’s character, who furely was not defti- 
tute either of courage or of zeal for ecclefiaftical immuni
ties, (4.) T h e violence and injuft ice of Henry, afcribed 
to him by Fitz-Stephens, is of a piece with the reft of the 
profecution. Nothing could be more iniquitous, than, 
after two years filence, to make a fudden and unprepared 
demand upon Becket to the amount of 44,000 marks 
(equal to a fum of near a million in our time) and not al
low him the leaft interval to bring in his accounts. If the 
king was fo palpably oppreftive in one' article, he may be 
prefumed to be equally To iu the reft. (5.) Though Fol- 
liot’s letter, or rather manifefto, be addrefîèd to Becket 
himfelf, it does not acquire more authority on that ac
count. W e know not what anfvver was made by Becket : 
T h e  collection of letters cannot be fuppofed quite complete  ̂
But that the collection was not made by one (whoever he 
were) very partial to that primate, appears from the tenor 
of them, where there are many paifages very little favour
able to him : lnfomuch that the editor of them at Bruflels, 
a Jefuit, thought proper to publiih them with great omif- 
iions, particularly of this letter of Folliot’s. Perhaps 
Becket made no anfwer at all, as not deigning to write to 
an excommunicated perfon, whofe very commerce would 
contaminate him ; and the biihop, trufting to this arro
gance of his primate, might calumniate him the more 
freely. (6.) Though the fentence pronounced on Becket 
by the great council implies that he had refufed to make 
any anfwer to the king*s court, this does not iortify the

narrative
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narrative of F o llio t: For if his excufe was reje<3 ed as 
falfe and frivolous, it would be treated as no anfwer. 
Becket fubmitted fo far to the fentence of conhfcation of 
goods and chattels, that he gave furety, which is a proof 
that he meant not at that time to queftipn the authority of 
the king’s courts. (7 .)  It may be worth obferving, that 
both the author of Hiiloria quadrapartita, and Gervafe, 
contemporary writers, agree with Fitz-Stephens ; and the 
latter is not ufually very partial to Becket, A ll the an* 
cient hiilorians give the fame account.
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