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I N  ia/nation fo divided a$ the Englifhj  ̂ it could xxxym.
reign, and the acceffion of another, who Ivas gene- >sŝ - 
rally believed to have embraced oppofite principles to th’oie which prevailed, could be the obje£t of uni- 
verfal fatisfadion; Yet ib much were men diibleafect 
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„ H I S T O R Y  O F  E N G L A N D .
z
c n a P. with the prefect conduit o f  affairs, and fuch appro- 
xxxvixr.- jjen{j0ns were entertained o f futurity, that the peo

ple, overlooking their theological diiputes, expreffecf 
a general' and unfeigned joy that the fceptie had 
paffed into the hand o f Elizabeth. T h at princefc 
had discovered great prudence in her conduit during 
the reign o f her lifter ; and as men were ienilble o f  
the imminent danger to which Ihe was every moment 
expoied, companion towards her fituation, and con
cern for her fafety, had rendered her, to an uncom 
mon degree, the favourite o f the nation. A  parlia
ment had been aflembled a few days before M ary’s 
death; and when Heathe, archbifhop o f  Y o rk , then 
chancellor, notified to them that event, fcarcely an 
interval o f regret appeared; and the two houfes im
mediately refounded with the joyful acclamations o f  
“  God lave queen Elizabeth 1 L on g and happily 
“  may ihe reign !”  T h e people,, lefs actuated by fac
tion, and lefs influenced by private views, exprefied 
a joy flill more general and hearty on her proclama
tion ; and the aufpicious commencement of this reign 
prognofticated that felicity and glory which, during 
its whole courfe, fo uniformly attended it %

E lizabeth  was at Hatfield when ihe heard o f  her 
lifter’s death; and, after a few days,, flic went thence 
to London through crowds o f people, who ftrove 
with each other in giving her the ftrongeft teftimony 
o f their affection. On her entrance into the T ow er, 
ihe could not forbear reflecting on the great differ
ence between her prefent fortune, and that which a 
few years before had attended her, when ihe was 
condufted to that place as a prifoner, and lay there 
cxpofed to all the bigoted malignity o f her enemies. 
She fell on her knees, and expreffed her thanks to 
Heaven for the deliverance which the Alm ighty had 
granted her from her bloody perfecutors; a deliver
ance, ihe faid, no leis miraculous than that which

a Burnet, to!, ii. p, 37;
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E L I Z A B E T H *

Daniel had received from the den o f  lions. This

circumftance in which ihe remembered any pail 
hardfhips and injuries. W ith  a prudence and m ag
nanimity truly laudable, ihe buried all offences in 
oblivion, and received with affability even thofe who 
had a£ted with the greateft malevolence againft her* 
Sir Harry Bennifield himfelf, to whole cuitody ihe 
had been committed, and who had treated her with 
ieverity, never felt, during the whole courfe o f her 
reign, any effe&s o f  her refentmentb. Y e t  was not 
the gracious reception which ihe gave proilitute 
and undiftinguifhing. W hen the bifhops came in a 
body to make their obeifance to her, fhe expreifed 
to all o f  them fentiments o f  regard; except to Bon
ner, from whom fhe turned afide, as from a man 
polluted with blood, who wTas a juft objeft o f  horror 
to every heart fufceptible o f humanity c*

A f t e r  employing a few days in ordering her do- 
meftic affairs, Elizabeth notified tO' foreign courts, 
her filler’s death, and her own accefiion. She fent 
lord Cobham to the L ow  Countries, where Philip 
then refided; and fhe took care to exprefs to that 
monarch, her gratitude for the protection which he 
had afforded her, and her deiire o f .perfevering in 
that friendfhip which had fo happily commenced 
between them. Philip, who had long forefeen this 
event, and who ftill hoped, by means o f  Elizabeth, 
to obtain that dominion over England, o f  which he 
had failed in efpoufing M ary, immediately diipatched 
orders to the duke o f  Feria, his ambaffador at L o n 
don, to make propofals o f  marriage to the queen; 
and he offered to procure, from Rom e a difpeniation 
for that purpofe. * But Elizabeth foon came to the 
refolution o f declining the propofaL She faw that 
the nation had entertained an extreme-averfion to the

* Burnet, vol* ii, p, 374* c IbiJ. Heylin, p. iqz.
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a H I S T O R Y  OF E N G L A N D .
•f
C H A P. one great caufe o f  the popularity which ihe herfelf 
f xxvlIIi enioved, was the profpedt o f  being freed, by her 

means, from the danger of foreign fubje&ion. She 
was fenfible, that her affinity with Philip was ex
actly fimilar to that o f her father with Catharine o f 
Arragon ; and that her marrying that monarch was, 
in effeft, declaring herfelf illegitimate, and incapable 
o f fucceeding to the throne. And, though the 
power o f the Spaniih monarchy might ftill be fu-ffi- 
cient, in oppofition to all pretenders, to fupport her 
title, her mafeuline fpirit difdained fuch precarious 
dominion, which, as it would depend folely on the 
power o f another, muft be exercifed according to 
his i n c l i n a t i o n s B u t ,  while thefe views prevented 
her from entertaining any thoughts o f a marriage 
with Philip, ihe gave him an obliging, though 
evafive, anfwer; and he ftill retained fuch hopes 
o f fuccefs, that he lent a meflenger to Rom e, with 
orders to folicit the diipenfation.

T h e  queen too, on her filter’s death, had written 
to fir Edward Carne, the Engliih ambaffador at 
Rome, to notify her acceffion to the pope; but the 
precipitate nature o f Paul broke through all the 
cautious meafures concerted by this young princefs. 
H e told Carne, that England was a fief o f the holy 
fee ; and it was great temerity in Elizabeth to have 
aflumed, without his participation, the title and au
thority o f queen: That being illegitimate, ihe could 
not pofiibly inherit that kingdom ; nor could he 
annul the fentence pronounced by Clement V II . 
and Paul III. with regard to Henry’s marriage : 

- That were he to proceed with rigour, he ihould 
punifh this criminal Invafion of his rights by re
jecting all her applications; but, being willing to 

1 treat her with paternal indulgence, he would ftill 
keep the door o f grace open to her: And that, i f  
ihe would renounce all pretenfions to the crown,

and

* Camden in Kennet, p. 370. Burnet, vol,. ii. p. 375. ‘



and iiibmit entirely to his will, ihe ihould expe- c h a p . 
rience the utmoft lenity compatible with the dignity . • J
o f  the apoftolic fee e. W hen this anfwer was re- 1558. 
ported to Elizabeth, ihe was aftoniihed at the cha
racter o f that aged pontiff; and, having recalled her 
ambaifador, ihe continued with more determined 
refolution to purfue thofe meafures which already 
ihe had fecretly embraced.

T he queen, not to alarm the partifans o f  the ca
tholic religion, had retained eleven o f  her filler's 
counfellors; but, in order to balance their authority, 
ihe added eight more, who were known to be in
clined to the proteftant communion; the marquis Re-eih- 
o f Northampton, the earl o f Bedford, fir Thomas of SilTro* 
Parry, fir Edward Rogers, fir Ambrofe Cave, fir teftant re- 
Francis Knolles, fir Nicholas Bacon, whom ihe* ljsion* 
created lord keeper, and fir W illiam  Cecil, Secre
tary o f ftatef. W ith thefe counfellfors, particularly 
Cecil, ihe frequently deliberated concerning the ex
pediency o f reftoring the proteftant religion, and the 
means o f executing that great enterprife. Cecil 
told her, that the greater p arr'o f the nation had, 
ever fince her father's reign, inclined to the reform
ation ; and, though her lifter had conftrained them 
to profefs the ancient faith, the cruelties exercifed 
by her minifters had ftill more alienated their affec
tions from it : T hat happily the interefts o f the 
fovereign here concurred with the inclinations o f the 
people; nor was her tide to the crown compatible 
with the authority o f the Roman pontiff: That a 
fentence, fo folemnly pronounced by two popes 
againft her mother's marriage, could not poifibly be 
recalled, without infii&ing a mortal wound on the 
credit o f the fee o f R o m e; and even, i f  ihe were 
allowed to retain the crown, it would only be on an 
uncertain and dependent footing: That this circum- 
ftance alone counterbalanced all dangers whatfoever $

E L I Z A B E T H .  S

® Father Paul, lib, 5» r Strype’s Ana. vol. i. p. 5.
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c h a p , and thefe dangers'themfelves, if  narrowly examined,
xxxvni. woujj found very little formidable: T h at the 

curfes and execrations of the Romiih church, when 
not feconded by military force, were, in the prefent 
acre, more an objeit of ridicule than o f terror, and 
had now as little influence in this world as in the 
next: That though the bigotry or ambition o f 
Henry or Philip might incline them to execute a 
fentence o f excommunication againft her, their in- 
terefts were fo incompatible, that they never could 
concur in any plan of operations; and the enmity o f  
the one would always enfure to her the friendiliip 
o f the other: That if they encouraged the difeon- 
tents of her catholic fubjeets, their dominions ,alfo 
abounded with pro teñan ts, and it would be eafy to 
retaliate upon them : That even fuch o f the Englifh 
as feemed at prefent zealoufly attached to the ca
tholic faith, would, moil o f them, embrace the re
ligion of their new fovereign; and the nation had 
of late been fo much accuftomed to thefe revolu
tions, that men had loft all idea o f truth and falfe- 
hood in fuch fubjedis: That the authority o f  Henry 
V III . fo highly raifed by many concurring cireum- 
ftances, firft enured the people to this fubmiffive 
deference $ and it was the lefs difficult for fucceeding 
princes to continue the nation in a track to which it 
had ib long been accuftomed: And that it would 
be eafy for her, by beftowing on proteftants all pre
ferment in civil offices and the militia, the church 
and the univerfities, both to enfure her own au
thority, and to render her religion entirely predo
minant s.

T he education of Elizabeth, as well as her in- 
tereft, led her to favour the reformation; and ihe 
remained not long in fufpehfe with regard to the 

■ party which ffie fhould embrace. But, though de
termined in her own mind, ihe refolved to proceed

6 HI STORY OF E N G L A N D ;

£ Burnet, vol. ii. p. 377* Camden, p, 370.
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by gradual and fecure fteps, and not to imitate the c h a p . 
example o f Mary, in encouraging the bigots o f  her 
party to make immediately a violent invafion on the 15Ss. 
eftabliflied religion h. She thought it requifite, 
however, to difeover fuck fymptoms o f her inten
tions, as might give encouragement to the proteft- 
ants, fo much deprefted by the late violent perfectly 
tions. She immediately recalled all the exiles* and 
gave liberty to the prifoners who were confined on 
account o f religion. W e  are told o f a pleafantry o f  
one Rai.nsford on this occafion, who faid to the 
queen, that he had a petition to prefent her in be
half o f other prifoners called Matthew, M ark, Luke* - 
and John : She readily replied, that it behoved her 
firft to confufc the prifoners themfelves, and to learn 
o f therm whether they deiired that liberty which he 
demanded for them

E l i z a b e t h  alfo proceeded to exert, in favour o f 
the reformers, lome a£ts o f power which were au- 
thorifed by the extent o f  royal prerogative during 
that age* Finding that the proteftant teachers, irri
tated by persecution, broke out in a furious attack 
on the ancient fuperftition, and that the Romanifts 
replied with no lefs zeal and acrimony, ilie publifhed 
a proclamation, by which ihe inhibited all preaching 
without a fpecial licence k$ and though file difpenfed 
with thefe orders in favour o f fome preachers o f her 
own left, ihe took care that they ihould be the moil 
calm and moderate o f the party. She alfo fufpended 
the laws fo for as to order a great part o f the fervice, 
the litany, the Lord ’s prayer, the creed, and the 
goipels, to be read in Englifh. And, having firft 
publifhed injun£lions that all the churches fhould 
conform themfelves to the praftice o f her own cha
pel, ihe forbade the hofte to be any more elevated 
in her prefence ; an innovation which, however

h Burnet, vol. ii. p. 378. Camden, p. 371. * Heylin,
p. IC3. k Heyjin, p. 104.. Sirype, vol. i. p. 41.

E L I Z A B  E T  H* 7

B 4 frivolous



C h A?* frivolous it may appear* implied, the moit material 
xxxvin. confequences h .

T hese  declarations o f her intentions, concurring 
with preceding fufpicions, made the biihops forefee, 
with certainty, a revolution in religion. T h ey there
fore refufed to officiate at her coronationj and it 
was with feme difficulty that the bifhop o f  Carliile 
was at laft prevailed on to perform the ceremony. 
When fhe was cqndu&ed through London, amidft 
the joyful acclamations of-her fubjeits, a boy, who 
perfonated Truth, was let down from one o f  the 
triumphal arches, and prefented to her a copy o f  the 
Bible. She received ihe book with the moil gra
cious deportment; placed it next her bofom ; and 
declared, that, amidft all the coftly teftimonies 
which the city had that day given her o f  their a£> 
tachment, this prefent was by far the mod precious 
and moft acceptable m. Such were the innocent ar
tifices by which Elizabeth infmuated herfelf into the 
affeftions of her fubjefts. Open in her add refs, 
gracious and affable in all public appearances, ihe 
rejoiced in the concourfe of her fubjefts, entered into 
all their pleafures and amufements; and, without de
parting from her dignity, which ihe knew well how to 
pi eferve, fhe acquired a popularity beyond what any 
ofherpredecefibrs orfucceftorsever could attain. H er 
own fex exulted to fee a woman hold the reins o f em 
pire with fuch prudence and fortitude : And while 
a young princefs of-twenty-five years (for that was 
her age at her acceilion), who pofleffed all the graces 
and infinuation, though not Til the beauty o f her 
fex, courted die affedhons o f Individuals by her civi
lities, o f the public by her fervices, her authority, 
thougn corroborated by the ftricleft bands of law and 
religion, appeared to be derived entirely from the 
choice and inclination of the people.

* Camden, p. 371- Key 1 in, p, 104. Strype, vol. j, p. 5̂ . Stowe, 
p. «35, ta Burn-r, voh ii. p. 380. Strype, vol. i. p. 29.
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A sovereign of this difpofition was not likely to e H A P*J y  y  vtt ITT
offend her fubjefts by any ufelefs or violent exer- ^   ̂ J 
tions o f power; and Elizabeth, though ihe threw' 1558. 
out fuch hints as encouraged the proteftants, de-̂  
layed the entire change o f religion till the meeting 
o f  the parliament, which was fummonedto affemble.
T h e  eleftions.had,gone entirely againft the catho- A parlia- 
lies, who feem not indeed to have made any great raent* 
ftruggle for the fuperiority n; and the houfes met, 
in a difpofition o f gratifying the queen in every 
particular which fhe could defire o f them. They 
began the feflion with an unanimous declaration, 
u  that queen Elizabeth was, and ought to be, as 
<f well by the word o f God, as the common and 

ftatute laws o f the realm, the lawful, undoubted, 
ci and true heir to the crown, lawfully defeended 
€C from the blood-royal, according to the order o f 
cc fucceflion fettled in the 35th o f Henry V III.°”
T his aft o f  recognition was probably diftated by 
the queen herfelf and her minifters; and Ihe ihewed 
her magnanimity, as well as moderation, in the 
terms which fhe employed on that occafion. She 
followed not M ary’s praftice in declaring the vali
dity o f her mother’s hiarriage, or in exprefsiy re
pealing the aft formerly made againft her own le
gitimacy : She knew that this attempt muft be 
attended with refleftions on her father’s memory, 
and on the birth o f  her deceafed lifter; and as all 
the world was ienfible, that Henry’s divorce from 
Anne Boleyn was merely the effeft o f  his ufual 
violence and caprice, ihe fcorned to found her title 
on any aft o f an aflembly which had too much 
proftituted its authority by its former variable, fer-

n Notwithftanding the bias o f the nation towards theproteftant fe£t, 
it appears, that fovne violence, at leaft according to our prefent ideas, 
was ufed in thefe eleflions : Five candidates were nominated by the 
court to each borough and three to each county, and, by the iheriff’s 
authoiity, the members were choien from among thefe candidates* 

flute papert colkbied by Edward earl of Clarendony p. 92,
0 j Eliz, cap. 3.

3 vile,
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c h a p * vile, and iniquitous decliions. Satisfied therefore 
xxxvm. in general opinion entertained with regard to 

I?-8, this fait, which appeared the more undoubted, the 
5 ' Jefs anxiety ihe difeovered in fortifying it by votes 

and enquiries; fhe took pofTeffion o f the throne, 
both as her birthright, and as enfured to her by for- 

- mer a£ts of parliament; and fhe never appeared 
anxious to diftinguifh thefe titles p. • 1

T he firft bill brought into parliament, with a 
view of trying their difpofition on the head o f  reli
gion, was that for fuppreffing the monafteries lately 
erected, and for reftoring the tenths and firfLfruits 
to the queen. This point being gained with much 
difficulty, a bill was next introduced, annexing the 
fupremaey to the crown; and though the queen 
was there denominated govemejs, not he.ad> o f  the 
church, it conveyed the fame extenfive power, 
which, under the latter title, had been exerciied by 
her father and brother. A ll the biihops who were 
prefent in the upper houfe ftrenuoufly oppofed this 
law ; and as they pofTefled more learning than the 
temporal peers, they triumphed in the debate; but 
the majority of voices in that houfe, as well as 
among the commons, was againft them. By this 
aft the crown, without the concurrence either o f  the 
parliament or even o f the convocation, was veiled 
with the whole fpiritual power; might reprefs all 
hereiies, might eftablifh or repeal all canons, might 
alter every point of difeipline, and might ordain or 
abolifh any religious rite or ceremony h In deter
mining herefy, the fovereign was only limited ( if  
that could be called a limitation) to fuch doctrines 
as had been adjudged herefy, by the authority o f  the 
Scripture, by the firft four general councils, or by 
*ny general council which followed the Scripture as 
their rule, or to fuch other doctrines as fhould here-

J0 HISTORY OF E N G L A N D .

t> Camden» p. 37*. Heylin, p, 107, Tog.
1 » h  ii7 . cap. 1. Xiiis la(t power was anew 

ox umibnnity, 1 Eliz. cap, 2, recognised In the aft
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after be denominated herefy by the parliament and C H A P .
convocation. In order to exercife this authority, . j  
the queen, by a claufe o f the aft, was empowered j$5s. 
to name commiffioners, either laymen or clergy
men, as fhe fhould think proper; and on this claufe 
was afterwards founded the court o f ecclefiaftical 
commiffion; which ailumed large difcretionary, not 
t-o fay arbitrary powers, totally incompatible with 
any exaft boundaries in the conftitution. Their 
proceedings indeed were only confiftent with abfo- ^
lute monarchy; but were entirely fuitable to the 
genius o f the aft on which they were eftabliihed; an 
aft that at once gave the crown alone all the power 
which had formerly been claimed by the popes, but 
which even thefe ufurping prelates had never been 
able fully to exercife, without feme concurrence of 
the national clergy.

W  h o e v e r  refufed«to take an oath, acknowledg
ing the queen's fupremacy, was incapacitated front 
holding any office; whoever denied the fupremacy, 
or attempted to deprive the queen of that preroga
tive, forfeited, for the firft offence, all his goods 
and chattels; for the fecond, was fubjefted to the 
penalty o f a premunire; but the third offence was 
declared treafon. Thefe pumfhments, however fe- 
vere, were lefs rigorous than thofe which were for
merly, during the reigns o f  her father and brother, 
inflifted in like cafes..

A  l a w  was paired, confirming all the ftatutes 
enafted in kin g Edward’s time with regard to reli
gion r : T h e nomination o f hiihops was given to the 
crown without any eleftion o f  the chapters: T he 
queen was empowered, on the vacancy o f any fee, 
to feize all the temporalities, and to beftow on the 
biihop-eleft .an equivalent in the impropriations be
longing to the crown. This pretended equivalent 
was commonly much inferior in value; and thus the

s
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queen, amidit all her concern for religion, followed 
the example o f the preceding reformers, in com
mitting depredations on the ecclefiaftical revenues.

T h e  bifhops and all incumbents were pro
hibited from alienating their revenues, and from 
letting leafes longer than twenty-one years or three 
lives. This law feemed to be meant for fecuring 
the property o f the church j but as an exception was 
left in favour o f the crown, great abufes ftill prevail
ed. It was ufual for the courtiers during this reign 
to make an agreement with a biihop or incumbent, 
and to procure a fiftitious alienation to the queen, 
who afterwards transferred the lands to the perfon 
agreed on s. This method of pillaging the church 
was not remedied till the beginning o f  James I. 
T he prefent depreffion of the clergy expofed them 
to all injuries $ and the laity never flopped, till they 
had reduced the church to fuch poverty, that her 
plunder was no longer a compenfation for the. odium 
incurred by it.

A  s o l e m n  and public difputation was held during 
this fefflon, in prefence of lord keeper Bacon, be
tween the divines o f the proteftant and thofe o f the 
catholic communion. The champions, appointed 
to defend the religion of the fo vereign, were, as in 
all former inftances, entirely triumphant; and the 
popiih difputants, being pronounced refraCtory and 
obftinate, were even puniihed by imprifonment \ 
Emboldened by this victory, the proteftants ven
tured on the laft and moft important ftep, and 
brought into parliament a b i l lu for abolifhing the 
mafs, and re-eftablifhing the liturgy o f king E d 
ward. Penalties were enaCted, as well againft thofe 
who departed from this mode o f worfhip, as againft 
thofe who abiented themfelves from the church and 
the facraments. And thus in one feffion, without any 
violence, tumult, or clamour, was the whole iyftem 
o f  religion altered, on the very commencement o f  a

3 StKype, vol. i. p. 79. t Ibid. p. 95. u ,  Eiiz. cap. s.

reign,
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reign, and by the will o f  a young woman, whofe 
title to the crown was by many thought liable to )
great obje£lions: A n  event which, though it may 1558. 1
appear furprifing to men in the prefent age, was 
every where expefled on the firft intelligence o f 
Elizabeth's acceffion.

T he commons alfo made a facrifice to the queen, 
more difficult to obtain than that o f any articles o f 
faith: T hey voted a fubfidy o f four fhillings in the 
pound on land, and two fhillings and eight pence on 
moveables, together with two fifteenths w. T h e houfe 
in no inftance departed from the moft refpedtful de
ference and complaifance towards the queen. Even 
the importunate addrefs which they made her on the 
conclufion o f  the feffion, to fix her choice o f a huf- 
band, could not, they fuppofed, be very difagreeable 
to one o f her fex and age. T h e addrefs was couched 
in the moft reipeftful expreffions; yet met with a 
refufal from the queen. She told the fpeaker, that, 
as the application from the houfe was conceived in 
general terms, only recommending marriage, with
out pretending to diredl her choice o f a hufband, ihe 
could not take offence at the addrefs, or regard it 
otherwife than as a new inftance o f their affeibionate 
attachment to her: T h at any farther interpofition 
on their part would have ill become either them to 
make as fubje&s, or her to bear as an independent 
prinCefs: That even while fhe was a private perfon, 
and expofed to much danger> fhe had always declined 
that engagement, which fhe regarded as an incum
brance ; much more, at prefent, would fhe perfevere 
in this fentiment, when the charge o f a great king
dom was committed to her, and her life ought to be 
entirely devoted to promoting the interefts o f religion 
and the happinefs o f her fubjects : That as England 
was her hufband, wedded to her,by this pledge (and 
here ihe fhewed her finger with the fame gold ring

w Sec note £A] at the end of the volume,
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CH AP ,  upon it, with which ihe had folemnly betrothed her- 
xxxvni. . kingdom at her inauguration), fo all E ng-
- Z ?  Hft men were ^ier children, aid  while Ihe waa e l -  

ployed in rearing or governing fuch a family, ihe 
could not deem herfelf barren, or her life ufelefs and 
unprofitable: T  hat if  ihe ever entertained thoughts 
o f  changing her condition, the care o f her iubje&s 
•welfare 'would Hill be uppermoft in her thoughts; 
but ihould ihe live and die a virgin, ihe doubted not 
but divine Providence, feconded by their counfels 
and her own meafures, would be able to prevent all 
difpute with regard to the fucceffion, and fecure them 
a Sovereign, who, perhaps better than her own iffue, 
would imitate her example in loving and cheriihing 
her people: And that, for her part, ihe defired that 
no higher character or fairer remembrance o f  her 
Ihould be tranfcnitted to pofterity, than to have this 
infcription engraved on her tomb-ftone, when The 
ihould pay the laft debt to nature: cc H ere lies E li- 

zabeth, who lived and died a maiden queen V s 
£thMay, A fter the prorogation o f the parliament7, the 

laws enafted with regard to religion were put in ex
ecution, and met with little oppofition from any 
quarter. The liturgy was again introduced in the 
vulgar tongue, and the oath o f fupremacy was ten
dered to the clergy. The number o f bifhops had 
been reduced to fourteen by a fickly feafon, which 
preceded ; and all thefe, except the bifliop o f L an - 
daffe, having refuled compliance, were degraded 
from their fees : But o f the inferior clergy through
out all England, where there are near 10,000 parifhes, 
only eighty rectors and vicars, fifty prebendaries', 
fiftfcen heads of colleges, twelve archdeacons, and as

H I S T O R Y  OF E N G L A N D .

x Camden, p„ 375. Sir Simon d’Ewes.
, y is thought remarkable by Camden, that though this flflion was 

tne nrft ot the reign, no perfon was attainted ; but, on the contrary», 
iome reftored in blood by the parliament; A  good fymptom o f the 
lenity, at kart of the prudence, of the queen’s government: and that 
it ihould appear remarkable, is & proof of the rigour of preceding

many



many deans, facrificed their livings to their religious C H A P ,  
principles*- Thofe in high ecdeftaftic ftations, XXXVJ1[* 
being expofed to the eyes o f the public, feem chiefly 1559* 
to have placed a point o f  honour in their perfe- 
verance but on the whole, the proteftants, in the 
fornaer change introduced by M ary, appear to have 
been much more rigid and confcientious. Though 
the catholic religion, adapting itfelf to the fenfes, 
and enjoining obfervances which enter into the com
mon train o f  life, does at prefent lay fader hold on 
the mind than the reformed, which, being chiefly 
fpiritual, refembles more a fydem o f metaphyfics; 
yet was the proportion o f zeal, as well as o f know
ledge, during the fird ages after the reformation, 
much greater on the fide o f the proteftants. T h e  
catholics continued, ignorantly and fupinely, in their 
ancient belief, or rather their ancient praftices: But 
the reformers, obliged to difpute oh every occafion, 
and enflamed to a degree o f entbufiafm by novelty 
and perfecution, had drongly attached themfelves 
to their tenets 5 and were ready to facrifice their 
fortunes, and even their lives, in fupport o f  their 
fpeculative and abdraft principles.

T h e  forms and ceremonies dill preferved in the 
Engliih liturgy, as they bore feme refemblance 
to the ancient lefvice, tended farther to reconcile 
the catholics to the edabliihed religion; and as the 
queen permitted no other mode o f worihip, and at 
the fame time druck out every thing that could be 
offenfive to them in the new litu rgy1, even thofe 
who were add ¡¿ted to the Romifh communion made 
no fcruple o f attending-the. edabliihed church. H ad 
Elizabeth gratified her own inclinations, the exterior 
appearance, which is the chief circumdance with the.1 
people, would have been dill more fimiiar between 
the new and the ancient form o f vyorfhip. H er love 
o f  date and magnificence, which fhe affe£ted in every

* Camden, p. 376. Hey 1 in, p* 115. Strype, vol. i. p. 73. with 
feme fmall variations. a Heyiin, p, 111,
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C H A P ,  thin*, infpired her with an inclination towards the 
xxxvm. Qf  the catholic religion s and it was merely in
»̂559  ̂ J compliance with the prejudices o f  her party, that fhe 

gave up either images or the addreffes to faints, or 
prayers for the dead \  Some foreign princes inter* 
pofed to procure the Romanifts the privilege o f  fe- 
parate affembjies in particular cities, but the queen 
would not comply with their requeft; and fhe re- 
prefented the manifeft danger o f difturbing the na
tional peace by a toleration of different religionsc. 

Pence with W hile the queen and parliament were employed 
France. ¡n fettiing the public religion, the negotiations for a 

peace were ftili conducted, firit at Cercamp, then at 
Cateau-Cambrefis, between the minifters o f  France, 
Spain, and E n g l a n d a n d  Elizabeth, though equally 
prudent, was not equally fuccefsful in this tranf- 
adion. Philip employed his utmoft efforts to pro
cure the reftitution o f Calais, both as bound in ho
nour to indemnify England, which, merely on his 
account, had been drawn into the war, and as en
gaged in intereft to remove France to a diflance from 
his frontiers in the Low Countries. So long as he 
entertained hopes of efpouiing the qu^en, he delayed 
concluding a peace with H enry; and even after the 
change of religion in England deprived him o f all 
iuch views, his minifters hinted to her a propofal, 
which may be regarded as reafonable and honour
able. Though all his own terms with France were 
fettled, he feemed willing to continue the war till 
fhe fhould obtain fatisfadion; provided fhe would 
ftipulate to adhere to the Spaniih alliance, and con
tinue hoftilities againft Henry during the courfe o f  
fix years d: But Elizabeth, after coniulting with her 
minifters, wifely rejeded this propofal, She- was 
fenfible o f the low ftate o f her finances; the. great 
debts contraded by her father, brother, and fifter;

h Burnet, vol. ii. p. 376. 397. Camden, p. 371, 
c Camden, p. 37S. Sirype, vol. j, p, j q̂, 
d FoibeFs Full View, vol. i, p, 59.
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the diforders introduced into every part o f the ad- 
miniftration; the divifions by which her people were J
agitated; and ihe was convinced that nothing but 1559. 
tranquillity during i'ome years could bring the king
dom again into a flourifhing condition, or enable 
her to a£t with dignity and vigour in her transac
tions with foreign nations. W ell acquainted with 
the value which Henry put upon Calais, and the 
impoflibility, during the prefent emergence, o f re
covering it by treaty, ihe was willing rather to fuffer 
that lofs, than fubmit to fuch a dependence on Spain, 
as Ihe muft expeft to fall into, if fhe continued 
pertinaciouily in her prefent demand. She order
ed, therefore, her ambaffadors, lord Effingham, the 
biihop of E ly, and Dr. W otton, to conclude the 
negotiation, and to fettle a peace with Henry, on 
any reafonable terms. Henry offered to ftipulate a 
marriage between the eldeft daughter o f the dau
phin, and the eldeft ion o f Elizabeth; and to engage 
for the reftitution o f Calais as the dowry of that 
princefs e ; but as the queen was fenfible that this 
treaty would appear to the world a palpable evafion, 
ihe infifted upon more equitable, at leaft more 
plaufible conditions. It was at laft agreed, that 
H enry fnpuld reftore Calais at. the expiration o f 
eight years; that, in cafe o f failure, he ihould pay 
five hundred thoufand crowns, and the queen’s title 
to Calais ftill remain; that he ihould find the fecu- 
rity o f feven or eight foreign merchants, not natives 
o f  France, for the payment o f this fum ; that he 
fhould deliver five hoftages till that fecurity were 
provided; that if  Elizabeth broke the peace with 
France or Scotland during the interval, ihe ihould 
forfeit all title to Calais; but if  Henry made war 
on Elizabeth, he fhould be obliged immediately to 
reftore that fortreisf. A ll men o f penetration eafily

e Forbes, vol. i. p. 54,.
f Forbes, p. 6S. Kytner, tom. xv. p. 505*Vot. V.. C faw
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C H & ? . faw xoBi thefe fripiriarimis were hat :z edioim M e 
pretence for absudomng Calais 5 bat they «radhd 

155̂ , the queen .on account o f die « c^ S k r o f  her afuricsj 
and they even extolled her prudence, in idDmittmgj 
without farther druggie, to that neceintj. A  peace 
with Scotland was a  neceilaiy conicqnence o f that

Dii|ratr ne-
iSSSTT; tllf:
iiwer., aad

ŜTT
tiiisssi or
firsts,

with Fnance-
P hilip and Henry terminated hofemties by a 

mutual reSitnrion of all places taken during ine 
conriè of the war 5 and Philip eibouied ine princeh 
Elizabeth ? eldeit daughter of France, formerly be
trothed to ms Ion Don Carlos. The dote of 
Sawoe married Marmarci, Hennas .cider, and ob
tained a remind on of all ins dominions of Savoy 
and Piedmont, except a few towns, retained by 
France, And tiros general tranquillity fam ed io  be 
refrored to  Europe,

Birr though peace was conducted between France 
and England, there ibon appeared a ground of 
quarrel, of the mxm. lenoos nature, and which was 
afterwards amended with the moli: important confe- 
queneem The two marriages of Henry T i l l ,  that 
with Catherine of Arragon, and that with Anne 
Bolern* were incompatibie with each other : and It 
teemed inipomble, that both of them could be 
regarded ns valid and legal : But itili the birth of 
Elisabeth lay under iome diiadvasrages, 10 which 
mar of her niter, Mary, was not erpoiecL Henry's 
Bnt marriage had obtained the fan ¿non o f all the 
powers, both civil and eccleftaftlcal, which were then 
acknowledged in England : and 11 wm saturai fori—« > . • ’*■
proieiiants, as wed as .Xomanife, to allow, on ac
count of the ducere intention 01 the parries, riiEt 
their iSue ought m be regarded as legìnmare. But 
has divorce and iecond marriage, had bees concluded 
m -dfteS: oppoBrion xo The f e  of Rome, and though 
they had been xatmed by the authoiiiF born 01 the 
Eggliih parliament and cosvocadop* chafe who were
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queen of Scots ; and was determined, as far as po£ 
Able, to incapacitate Henry from the execution o f 
his project. The fudden death of that monarch, 
who was killed .in a tournament at Paris, while cele
brating the efpouials of his filler with the duke of 
Savoy, altered not her views. Being informed that 
his fucceflbr, Francis II. kill continued to affume, 
without referve, the tide of king of England, ihe 
began to coniider him and his queen as her mortal 
enemies; and the prefent fituation of affairs in Scot
land afforded her a favourable opportunity, both of 
revenging the injury, and providing for her own 
iafecy.

T he murder of the cardinal-primate at St. A n
drews had deprived the Scottifh catholics of a head, 
whole feverity, courage, and capacity, had rendered 
him extremely formidable to the innovators in reli
gion ; and the execution of the laws againft herefy 
began thenceforth to be more remlis, The queen- 
regent governed the kingdom by prudent and mo
derate counfels; and as Ihe was not dilpofed to fa- 
'crifice the civil interelb of the Hate to the bigotry 
or interefts of the clergy, ihe deemed it more expe
dient to temporize, and to connive at the progrefs 
of a doctrine which Ihe had not power entirely to 
repreis. When informed of the death of Edward, 
and the accefiion of Mary to the crown of England, 
ihe entertained hopes, that the Scotriih reformers, 
deprived of the countenance which they received 
from that powerful kingdom, would lofe their ar
dour with their proipect of iiiccefs, and would 
gradually return to the faith of their anceftors. But 
the progrefs and revolutions of religion are little 
governed by the ufual maxims of civil policy; and 
the event much difappointed the expectations o f the 
regent. Many of the Engliih preachers, terrified 
with the feverity of Mary's government, took flicker 
in Scodand, where they found more protection, and

a milder
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a milder adminiftrarion, and while they propagated A P' 
their theological tenets* they filled the whole king- r^ZT~ ^  
dom with a juft horror again it the cruelties of the 3559, 
bigoted catholics, and fliowed their diicipies the fate * 
which they muft expect, if  ever their ad verfaries ihould 
attain an. uncontrolled authority over them*

A  hierarchv, moderate in its acquifirions of 
power and riches, may fafely grant a toleration to 
fectaries ; and the more it forte ns the seal of inno
vators by lenity and liberty, the more fecurely will 
it poffeis thofe advantages which the legal eftabliih- 
mencs bellow upon it, But where fuperftltlon has 
raifed a church to fuch an exorbitant height as that 
of Rome, perfecution is lefs the refult of bigotry in 
the priefts, than o f a neceffary policy and the rigour 
of law is the only method of repelling the attacks o f 
men, who, befid.es religious zeal* have io many other 
motives, derived both from public and private m-
tereiu to engage them on the of innovation.
But though inch overgrown hierarchies may long 
fbpport themfèlves by theie violent expedients, the 
time comes, when fèveriries tend only to enrage the
new fectaries. and make them break through all
bounds of reafon and moderation. This ends was
now vifibly approaching in Scotlandand whoever
confiders merely the' tranfactions refultlng from it,
will be inclined to throw the blame equally on both* 9
parties 9 whoever enlarges his view, and re fie els on 
the fituations, will remark die neceflary progrefs of 
human affairs, and the operation o f thofe principles 
which are inherent in human riahire.

S o m e  heads of the reformers in Scotland, fuch as 'Reforma- 
the earl of Argyle, his fori lord Lome, the earls of 
Morton and Glencarne, Erikine of Dun, arid'others, 
obferving the danger to which they were espofed, 
and denrous to propagate their principles, entered 
privately into a bond or afjbeiation; ana called them* 
ieives the Congregation o f the Lord, in contradif-

C 3 rinclion



C H A P .  tinition . to - the eftabiiihed church, which they de- 
nominated the congregation of Satan. T h e tenour 

*~i559> o f the bond was as follows : “  W e perceiving how 
“  Satan, in his members, the antichrift o f cur time, 
ic do cruelly rage, feeking to overthrow and to de- 
“  ftroy the gofpel of Chrift and his congregation,
« ought, according to our bounden duty, to ftrive,
“  in our Mailer's caufe, even unto the death, being 
“  certain of the victory in him. W e do therefore 
“  promife, before the majefty o f God and his 
“  congregation, that we, by his grace, ihall with;
“  all diligence continually apply our whole power,
“  fu balance, and our very lives, to maintain, fet 
“  forward, and eftabliih the moft bleifed word 
“  o f God and his congregation 5 and fliall labour,,
“  by all poffible means, to have faithful minifters, , 
“  truly and purely to minifter Chrift’s goipel and 
“  facraments to his people : W e ihall maintain 

, “ .them, nouriih them, and defend them, the whole.
“  congregation of Chrift, and every member there-;
“  of, by our whole power, and at the hazard o f  
“  our lives, againft Satan, and all wicked power,
“  who may intend tyranny and trouble againft the 
“  faid congregation: U nto which holy word and 
“  congregation we "do join ourfeives ; and we fbr- 
“  fake and renounce the congregation o f Satan,
“  with all the fuperftitious abomination and idolatry.
“  thereof; and moreover ihall declare ourfeives ma- 
“  nifeftly enemies thereto, by this faithful promife 
ic before God, teftified to this congregation by our 
“  fublcriptions. A t  Edinburgh, the third o f D e- 
“  cember 1557 . r

H ad the fubferibers o f thiszealous league-been 
content only to demand a toleration o f the new opi- . 
nions; however incompatible their pretenfions might 
have been with the policy o f the church o f Rome,

E Keith, p, 66. , Knox, p. 101,

they
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they wouldhave had the praife o f  opposing tyrannical 
laws, enadted to fupport an eftabliihment prejudicial 
to civil fooiety: But it is plain, that* they-carried their 
views much farther ;, and their practice immediately 
difcovered the Ipirit by which they were actuated. 
Supported by the, authority which they thought be
longed to" them as the congregation of the Lord, 
they ordained, that prayers in the vulgar tongueh 
fhould be ufed in all the pariih churches of the 
kingdom; and that preaching, and the Interprets 
ation o f the fcriptures, fhould be pradtifed in 
private houfes, till God fhould move the prince 
to grant public preaching, by faithful and true mi- 
niftersh Such bonds of aiTociation are always 
the forerunners o f  rebellion; and this violent in- 
vafion o f the eftablifhed religion wras the adtual 
commencement o f  it.

B e f o r e  this league was publicly known or avowed, 
the clergy, alarmed with the progrefs o f the reform
ation,, attempted to recover their loft authority by a 
violent exercife o f  power, which tended (till farther 
to augment the zeal and number o f  their enemies. 
Hamilton, the primate, feized W alter M ill, a prieft 
o f an irreproachable life, who had embraced the new 
dodkines; and having tried him at St. A ndrew s,, 
condemned kirn to the flames for herefy. , Suck ge
neral ayerfion was entertained againft this barbarity, 
that -it was fome rime before the bilhops could pre
vail on any one to adf the parr o f a civil judge, and 
pronounce fentence upon M i l l ; and even after the 
time o f his execution was fixed, ali the fhops o f St. 
Andrews being fhut, no one would fell a rope to 
tie him t o ; the ftake,; and the prim ate., hi m feif was 
obliged to furnifh this implement. T h e man bore 
the, torture with that courage which, though ufual

h The reformers ufed at that time king Edward's liturgy in Scot
land; Forbes, p. 155. » Keith, p, 66. K nex, p. 101.
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c h a p , on thefe occaiions, always appears fupernatural and 
xxxviir. aftQn^ i ng t0 the multitude. T he people, to ex-

jK559. prefs their abhorrence againft the cruelty o f the 
_ priefts, raifed a monument o f ftones on the place o f 

his execution ; and as fail as the ftones were re
moved by order of the clergy, they were again fup- 
plied from the voluntary zeal o f the populace k. It 

/is in vain for men to oppofe the fevered puniih- 
ment to the united motives o f religion and public 
applaufe; and this was the laft barbarity of the 
kind which the catholics had the power to exercife; 
in Scotland.

S o m e  time after, the people difcovered their fen- 
■' timents in fuch a manner as was fufficient to prog- 

nofticate to the priefts the fate which was awaiting 
them. It was ufual on the feftival o f St. Giles, the 
tutelar faint o f Edinburgh, to carry in proceffion the 
image o f that faint; but the proteftants, in order to 
prevent the ceremony, found means, on the eve o f  
the feftival, to purloin the ftatue from the church;- 
and they pleafed themfelves with imagining the fur- 
prife and difappointment o f his votaries. T h e  
clergy, however, framed haftily a new image, which, 
in derifion, was called by the people young St. 
Giles ; and they carried it through the ftreets, at
tended by all the ecelefiaftica in the town and neigh
bourhood. The multitude abftained from violence5 
fo long as the queen-regent continued a fpedlator, 
but the moment ihe retired, they invaded the idol, 
threw it in the mire, and broke it in pieces. T h e  
flight and terror o f ; the priefts and friars, who, it 
was , remarked, deferted in; his greateft diftrefs the 
object o f  their worihip, was the fource o f univerfal 
mockery and laughter. r

, E n c o u r a g e d  by all thefe appearances, the Con- 
gregation proceeded with alacrity in openly ioliciting

k Kuox, p, ?

fubfcriptions
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fobfcriptions to their league ; and the death ofrQ 
M ary of England, with the acceffion o f Elizabeth. u   ̂
which happened about this time, contributed to in- ¿55$. 
creafe their hopes o f final fuceefs in their under
taking. T h ey ventured to prefent a petition to the 
regent, craving a reformation o f the church, and o f  
the wicked, Jcandalous, and detefiable lives o f the 
prelates and ecclefiaftics \  They framed a petition,; 
which they intended to prefent to parliament, and 
in which, after premifing that they could not com
municate with the damnable idolatry and intolera
ble abufes o f  the papiftical church, they defired, 
that the laws agaift heretics ihould be executed by 
the civil magiftrate alone, and that the fcripture 
ihould be the foie rule in judging o f herely m. T h ey ^ - ■ 
even petitioned the convocation, and infilled that 
prayers: ihould vbe laid in the vulgar tongue, and 
that biihops iliould be chofen with the confent o f  
the gentry:of the dioceie, and priefts with the con- 
fent o f  the parifhioners \  T h e  regent prudently- 
temporized between thefe parties; and as ihe aimed 
at procuring a matrimonial crown for her ion-in-law, 
the dauphin, ihe was, on that as well as other ac
counts, unwilling to come to extremities with either •' 
o f them.

B u t  after this coriceffion was obtained, ihe re
ceived orders from France, probably dictated by the 
violent ipirit o f her brothers, to proceed with ri
gour againft the reformers, and to reftore the royal 
authority by fome fignal a£l o f  power ° .; She made 
the more eminent o f the proteftant teachers be cited 
to appear before the council at Stirling * but when 
their followers were marching: thither in great mul
titudes, in order to proteft and countenance them, 
ihe entertained apprehenfions o f  an infurre&ion,

1 Knox, p. 1*1. m Ibid. p. 123. n Keith, p. 78. 8j, Sz*
?  Mclvil's Memoirs, p, 24.. Jebb, vol. ii, p. 446.
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C 'M ? .  and, it is faidi diffipated the people by a promife 
xxxviii. that n o tin g  ftiould be done to the prejudice o f  the

Sentence, however, was paffed, by which 
all thei miniifters were pronounced rebels, on ac
count o f their not appearing: A  meafure which 
enraged the people, and made them refolve to op- 
pofe the regent’s authority by force o f arms, and to? 
proceed to extremities againft the clergy o f the efta- 
bliihed religion.

I n this critical time, John Knox arrived from 
Geneva, where he had paired fome years in banifh- 
ment, and where he had imbibed, from :his com 
merce with Galvin, the higheft fanaticifm o f his 
feffc, augmented by the native ferocity o f his own 

n th  May. char after. H e had been invited back to Scotland: 
by the leaders o f the reformation; and mounting 
the pulpit at Perth, during the prefent ferment of 
men's minds, lie declaimed with his ufual vehe
mence againft the idolatry and other abominations 
o f the church o f Rome, and incited his audience to 
exert their utmoft zeal for its fubverfion. A  prieft 
v̂ as fo imprudent after this fermon, as to open his 
repofkory. of images and reliques, and prepare him- 
felf to fay mafs. The audience, exalted to a dif- 
pofition for any furious enterprife, were as much 
enraged as; i f  die fpeftacle had not been quite/fa
miliar ' to- them: They attacked the prieft with,: 
fury, broke the images in pieces, tore the piftures, 
overthrew the altars, icattered about the facred 
vales-$ and left no implement of idolatrous wor- 
fhip,. as they termed it, entire or undefaced. T hey 
thence proceeded, with additional numbers and 
augmented rage, to the monafteries o f  the grey 
and black friars, which they pillaged in an inftant: 
T h e  Carthufians underwent the fame fate: A n d  the 
populace, not content with robbing and expelling

f  See note [B] at the end of the volume.
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the monks, vented their fury on the buildings which 
had been the receptacles o f fuch abomination; and* 
in a little time nothing but the walls o f  thefe edi- 155?*: 
fkes were left ftanding. T h e  inhabitants o f  Couper 
in Fife foon after imitated the example A  
. T he  queen-regent, provoked at thefe violences, 
affembled an army, and prepared to chaftife the re- iand. * 
bels. She had about two thoufand French under 
her command, with a few Scottifh troops; and be
ing aflifted by fuch o f the nobility as were welFaf
fected to her, ihe pitched her camp within ten miles* 
o f Perth. Even the earl o f Argyle, and lord James 
Stuart, prior, o f St. Andrews, the queen’s natural 
brother, though deeply engaged with the reform-, 
ers, attended the regent in this enterprife, either 
becaufe-they blamed the fury o f the populace, or 
hoped, by their own influence and authority, to 
mediate fome agreement between the parties. T h e  
Congregation, on the other hand, made prepa
rations for defence; and being joined by the earl 
o f Glencarne from the weft, and being counte
nanced by many o f the nobility and gentry, they  ̂
appeared formidable from their numbers, as well 
as from the zeal by which they were animated.
T hey fent an addrefs to the regent, where they 
plainly infinuated, that i f  they were purfued to 
extremities by the cruel beafts the churchmen, 
they would have recourfe to foreign powers for 
afliftance ; and they fubfcribed themfelves her faith
ful fubje&s in all things not repugnant to God, 
afluming, at the fame time, the name o f the faith
ful congregation o f Chrift Jefusr, They applied to 
the nobility attending her, and maintained, that their 
own paft violences were juitified by the word o f 
God, which commands the godly to deftroy idolatry, 
and all the monuments o f  i t ; and though all civil 
authority was facred, yet was there a great difference

S Spbtfwood, p. i n .  Knox, p. 117. * Knox, p. 139.
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CHAP-  between the authority and the per ions who exer* 
died i t 3 5 and that it ought to be confidered, whe- 

I559.~ ther or not thofe abominations, called by the pefti- 
lent papifts, Religion, and which they defend by 
fire and fword, be the true religion o f Chrift Jefus. 
They remonftrated with fuch o f the queen’s army 
as had formerly embraced their party, and told 
them  ̂ “ That as they were already reputed traitors' 
“  by God, they ihould likewdfe be excommunicated 
** from their fociety, and from the participation o f  
“  the facraments o f the church, which God by his: 
^  mighty power had ereded among them ; whofe 
“  minifters have the fame authority which Chrift 
“  granted to his apoftles in thefe words, Whofe Jins 
“  ye Jhall forgive p a l l  he forgiven, and whofe Jins 
“  ye p a l l  retain p a l l  he retained V ’ W e may here 
fee, that thefe new faints were no lefs lofty in their 
pretenfions than the ancient hierarchy : N o  wonder 
they were enraged^againft the latter as their rivals in 
dominion. They joined to all thefe declarations an 

/ addrefs to the eftablifhed church; and they affixed 
this tide to it: “  T o  the generation of ahtichrift,
“  the peitilent prelates and their pavelings 11 in 
“  Scotland, the Congregation o f Chrift Jefus within 
“  the fame fayeth.”  The tenour o f the manifefto 
was fuitable to the title. They told the ecclefiaftics, :
“  A s ye by tyranny intend not only to deftroy our ' 

bodies, but alfo by the fame tothold our fouls in 
“  bondage of the devil, iubjedt to idolatry ; fo fhall 
“  we, with all the force and power which God ihall , 
“  grant unto us, execute juft vengeance and puniih- 
“  ment upon you: Yea, we fhall begin that fame w ar 
“  which God commanded Iffiael to execute againft 
“  the Canaanites; that is, contra# o f peace fliall 
“  never be made till you defifl from 'your open 
“  idolatry and cruel perfecutioii o f  God’s children.

s Knox, p.,131. * Ibid. p- *33« 0 A  contemptu
ous term for a prieit.
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k  And this, in the name o f  the eternal God, and 
of his fon Chrift Jefus, whofe verity we profels, - 
and gofpel we have preached, and holy facra- 
ments rightly adminiftered, we fignify unto you, 
to be our intent, lo far as God will affift us to 
withftand your idolatry. T ake this for warning, 
and be not deceived V *  W ith thefe outrageous 

fymptoms, commenced in Scotland that cant, hypo- 
crifys and fanaticifm, which long infefted that king
dom, and which, though now mollified by the lenity 
o f  the civil power, is itili ready to break out on all 
occaiions.

T  he  queen regent, finding fuch obftinate zeal in 
the rebels, was content to embrace the counfels of 
Argyle and the prior o f  St. Andrews, and to form 
an accommodation with them. She was received
into Perth, which fubmitted, on her promifing an 
indemnity for paft offences, and engaging not to 
leave any French garrifon in the place. Complaints, 
very ill founded, immediately aroie concerning the 
infraftion o f this capitulation. Some o f the in
habitants, it was pretended, were molefted on ac
count o f the late violences $ and fome companies o f 
Scotch foldiers, fuppofed to be in French pay, were 
quartered in the town; which ftep, though taken 
on very plaufible grounds, was loudly exclaimed 
againft by the Congregation *, It is afferted, that the 
regent,, to juftify thefe meafures, declared that princes 
ought not to have their promifes too ftridjy urged 
upon them $ nor was any faith to be kept with here
tics : And that for her part, could Ihe find as good 
a colour, fhe. would willingly bereave all thefe men 
pf their lives and fortunesy. But it is no wife likely 
that fuch exprelfions ever dropped from this prudent 
and virtuous princefs. Qn the contrary, it appears, 
that all thefe violences were difagreeable to her j

w Keith, p. S6j 87. K iigx, p. *34.. x K nox, p. 139.
Y Ibid. Spotiwcod, p. 1*3. •
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c  h a p . that ihe was in this particular over-ruled by thdf 
xxxvm . authorjty 0f  the French counfellors placed about 
' ^ 59. her ; and that ihe often thought, if the management 

o f thofe affairs had been entrufted wholly to herfelf, 
(he could eafily, without force, have accommodated 
all differences

T he  Congregation, inflamed with their own zeal, 
and enraged by thefe difappointments, remained not 
long in tranquillity. Even before they left Perth, 
and while as yet they had no colour to complain o f 
any violation o f treaty, they had figned a new cove
nant, in which, befides their engagements to mutual 
defence, they vowed, in the name o f God, to em
ploy their whole power in deftroying every thing 
thatdiihonoured his holy name; and this covenant 
was fubfcribed, among others, by Argyle and the 
prior o f St. Andrews \  Thele two leaders now 
defired no better pretence for deferring the regent 
and openly joining their aflociates, than the com 
plaints, however doubtful, or rather falfe, o f her 
breach o f promife. T he Congregation alfo, en- 
couraged by this acceflion. o f force, gave themfelves f  

. up entirely to the furious zeal of Knox, and renewed 
at Crail, Anftruther, and other places in Fife, like 
depredations on the churches and monafteries with 
thofe formerly committed at Perth and Couper. 
T h e regent, who marched againft them with her 
army, finding their power fo much increafed,' was 
glad to conclude a truce for a few days, and to pafs 
over with her forces to the Lothians. T h e reform
ers befieged and took Perth; proceeded thence to 
Stirling, where they exercifed their ufuaf fury ; 
finding nothing able to refifif them, they bent their 
march to Edinburgh, the inhabitants o f which, 
as they had already anticipated the zeal o f the Con
gregation againft the churches and monafteries,
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gladly opened their gates to them. T h e  regent, 
with a few forces which remained with her, took, 
fhelter in Dunbar, where fhe fortified heriel£ in ex
pectation o f  a reinforcement from France. -

M eanw hile, fhe employed her partifans in re- 
prefenting to the people the dangerous confequences 
of this open rebellion ; and ihe endeavoured to con^ 
vince them, that the lord James, under pretence o f 
religion, had formed die fcheme o f wrefting the 
feeptre from the hands o f the fovereign. By thefe 
coniiderations many were engaged to defert the 
army of the Congregation 5 but much more by the 
want of pay or any means o f fubfiftence ; and the 
regent, obferving the malcontents to Be much 
weakened, ventured to march to Edinburgh, with a 
defign of fuppreffing them. On the interpofition o f 
the duke o f Chatelrault, who ftiil adhered to her, 
fhe agreed to a capitulation, in which ihe granted 
them a toleration o f their religion, and they engaged 
to commit no farther depredations on the churches; 
Soon after they evacuated the city 5 and before they 
left it, they proclaimed the articles o f  agreements 
but they took care to publiih only the-articles fa
vourable to, themfelves, and they were guilty o f an 
impofture, in adding one to the number, namely, 
that idolatry ihoùld not again be erected in any place 
where .it was at that time fuppreflêd \

A n agreement, concluded while men were in this 
difpofition, could not be durables and both fides 
endeavoured to ftrengthen themfelves as much as 
pofiible, againft the enfuing rupture, which appeared 
inevitable. T h e regent, having got a reinforcement 
of one thoufand men from France, began to fortify 
Leith ; and thé Congregation fed need to their party 
the duke o f  Chatelrault, who haddong appeared in
clined to join them, and who was at lait determined* 
by the arrival o f  his fon, the earl o f  Arran, from

b See .note £D] at the endof the volume.
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c  H A P. France, where he had efcaped many dangers, from 
yxxviiL  the jealoufy, as well as bigotry, of Henry andv 

, 559i the duke of Guife. More French troops loon after 
difembarked under the command o f L a  Brolle, who 
was followed by the bilhop o f Amiens, and three doc
tors o f the Sorbonne. Thefe laft were fupplied with 
ftore o f fyllogifms, authorities, citations, and fcho- 
laftic arguments, which they intended to oppofe to 
the Scottiih preachers, and which, they juftly pre
fumed, would acquire force, and produce convic
tion, by the influence of the French arms and ar
tillery c.

T h e  confiable Montmorency had always oppofed 
the marriage o f the dauphin with the queen o f 
Scots, and had foretold, that, by forming fuch clofe 
connexions with Scotland, the ancient league would 
be difiolved; and the natives o f that kingdom, 
jealous o f a foreign yoke, would foon become, in- 
ftead o f allies attached by interefl and inclination, 
the moft inveterate enemies to the French govern
ment. But though the event feemed now to have 
juitified the prudence o f that aged minifter, it is 
not improbable, confidering the violent counfels by 
which France was governed, that the infurre&ion 
was deemed a favourable event; as affording a pre
tence for fending over armies, for entirely fubduing 
the country, for attainting the rebels d, and for pre
paring means thence to invade England, and fup- 
port Mary’s title to the crown of that kingdom. 
T h e leaders of the Congregation, well acquainted 
with thefe views, were not infenfible o f their danger, 
and faw that their only fafety confided in the vigour 
and fuccefs o f their meafures. They were encou- 

> raged by the intelligence received o f the fudden 
death o f Henry I I .;  and having paffed an a£k from 
their own authority, depriving the queen-dowager o f  
the regency, and ordering alj the French troops to

c Spotfwood, p. 134.. Thuah. lib. xxiv. 10. 
d Forbes, voK i. p, 139. Thuan, lib. xxiv* e, *3.
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evacuate the kingdom, they collefted forces to put P H A ®*: 
their edi6t in execution againft them. T h ey again 
became mailers o f  Edinburgh ; but found them^ 1559* 
ielves unable to keep long pofleilion of that city. ;
Their tumultuary armies, aifembled in hafte, and 
fupported by no pay, ioon feparated upon the leaft 
difafter, or even any delay o f  fuccefs $ and were 
incapable o f  refitting fuch veteran troops as the 
French, who were alio feconded by feme o f  the 
Scottiih nobility, among whom the earl o f Bothwel 
diftinguifhed himfelf. Hearing that the marquis o f  , 
Elbeuf, brother to the regent, was levying an army 
againft them in Germany, they thought themfelves 
excufable for applying, in this extremity, to the 
afliftance o f  England; and as the fy mpathy o f reli
gion, as well as regard to national liberty, had now 
counterbalanced the ancient animofity againft that
kingdom,, this meafijre was the refiilt o f  inclination,
no lefs than o f intereft/v Maitland o f Lidington, 
therefore, and Robert M elvil, were fecretly dis
patched by the Congregation to folicit fuccours from; 
Elizabeth.

T he wife council o f  Elizabeth did not long de- Tnterpo- 
liberate in agreeing to this requeft, which concurred th  ̂queen, 
fo well with the views and interefts o f their miftrefs*. in scotch 
Cecil in particular reprefented to the queen, that the affairs* * 
union o f the crowns o f Scotland and France, both o f 
them the hereditary enemies o f  England, was ever 
regarded as a pernicious event; and her father, as 
well as proteilor Somerfet, had employed every ex
pedient, both o f  war and negotiation, to prevent i t ::
T hat the claim, which M ary advanced to the crown, 
rendered the prefent fituatiön o f England ftill more 
dangerous, and demanded, on the part o f  the queen, 
the greateft vigilance and precaution : That the 
capacity, ambition, and exorbitant views o f  the 
family o f  Guife, who now governed the French

e Seenöte [E] at the end of the volume. .
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c  h a  P. counfels, were fufficiently known; and they themfelves 
^ XVJI1; made no fecret o f their defign to place, their niece on:  ̂

1559V the throne of England: That, deeming themfelves fe- 
cure o f fuccefs, they- had already, fomewhat impru- 

... dently and prematurely, taken off the maik ; and 
Throgmorton, the Englifo ambaffador at Paris, fent 
over, by every courier, inconteftable proofs o f  their 
hoftile intentionsf : That they only waited dll Scot
land fhould be entirely fubdued; and having thus de
prived the Englifh o f the advantages refulting from 
their fituation and naval power, they prepared means 
for fubverting the queen’s authority: That the zeal
ous catholics in England, difcon tented with the p re-: 
lent government, and fatisfied in the legality o f M ary’s 
title, would bring them confiderable reinforcement, 
and would difturb every meafure o f defence againft that 

' formidable power: That the only expedient for pre
venting thefe defigns was to fejze the prefent oppor
tunity, and take advantage o f a like zeal in the pro- 
teftants o f Scotland;, nor could any doubt be enter
tained with regard to the juftice o f a meafure, founded 
on fuch evident neoeflity, and dire&ed only to the ends 
o f felf-prefervation: That though a French war, at- 

, tended with great expence, feemed the neceffary con- 
fequence of lupporting the malcontents o f Scotland, 
that power, if removed to the continent, would be 
much lefs formidable; and a fmall difburfement at 
prefent would in the end be found the greateft fruga- 
Tity: , And that the domeftic diffenfions of. France,; 
which every day augmented, together with the alliance 
of Philip, who, notwithftanding his bigotry and hypo- 
crify, would never permit the entire ccmqueft o f  E ng
land, were fufficient to fecure the queen againft the 
dangerous ambition and refentment o f  the houfe o f 
Guife 8.

j ; - / . , ' j  L:  ■ ;".;i  ‘ ;  ■

f Forbes, vot, >.,p. 134« *36» 349, 150* 159. 165. |8r. 194. *̂ 9»? 
231, 135 441. 253. z Foibes, vol.i. p, 387, Jibb, vol. i. 0.44.3.

^ JCeith, Append.
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E l i z a b e t h ’ s propenlity to cautidn and oecondmy 
was, though with fome difficultyh, overcome, by thefe 
powerful m otives; and ihe prepared herfelf to fup- 
port, by arms and money, the declining affairsof the 
Congregation in Scotland. She equipped a fleet, which 
confifted o f  thirteen fhips o f  w ar; and giving the; 
command o f  it to W inter, ihe fent it to the Frith o f 
Forth: She appointed the young duke o f Norfolk her 
lieutenant in the northern counties, and ihe aflembled 
at Berwic an army o f eight thoufand men under the 
command o f  lord Grey, warden o f  the eaft and mid
dle marches. Though the court o f France, ienfibie 
o f the danger, offered her to make immediate refti* 
tution o f Calais, provided ihe would not interpofe in 
the affairs o f  Scotland; ihe refolutely replied, that ihe. 
never would put an inconfiderable fifiling-town in 
competition with the fafety o f  her dominions 1 y. 
and ihe ftfll continued her preparations. She con-* 
eluded a treaty o f  mutual defence with the Congre
gation, which was to laft during the marriage of the 
queen o f Scots with Francis, and a year after; and 
ihe promifed never to defift till the French had en
tirely evacuated Scotland k. And having thus taken 
all proper meafures for fuccefs, and received from 
the Scots fix hoftages for the performance o f articles, 
ihe ordered her fleet and army to begin their ope
rations.

T h e  appearance o f  Elizabeth’s fleet in the Frith 
difconcerted the French army, who were at that time 
ravaging the county o f F ife; and obliged them to 
make a circuit by Stirling, in order to reach Leith* 
where they prepared themfelves for defence. The 
Englifh army, reinforced by five thoufand Scots 
fat down before the places and after two ikirmiihes,

fc Forbes, vol. 1. p. 4.54.. 460. I Spotfwood, p. 146, * Knox,
: P '  T l 7 '  Haynes’s State Papers, Vol. i, p. 153, Rymer, toirf.^y. p. 565 i 
f  Haynes, vol. i. p, *56,
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C H A P ;  in the former o f which the Engliih had the advart- 
xxxvin. j n the latter the French, they b ^ a n  to batter

rS6o. the town ; and, though repulfed with confiderable 
Jofs in a rafh and ill-conduced aflault, they reduced 
the garrifon to great d ifficu lties.T h eir diftrefs was 
augmented by two events; the difperfion by a ftorm 
o f  d’E lbeufs fleet, which carried a confiderable army 
on board"11, and the death o f the queen-regent, who 
expired about this time in the caftle o f Edinburgh; 
a woman endowed with all the capacity which fhone 
forth in her family, but poffeffed o f much more vir
tue and moderation than appeared in the conduit o f  
the other branches o f it. The French, who found 
it impoffible to i'ubiift for want o f provifions, and 
who faw, that the Engliih were continually reinforced 

5th July, by freflr numbers, were obliged to capitulate : And 
the bifhop o f Valence and count Randan, plenipo
tentiaries from France, figned a treaty at Edinburgh 
with Cecil and D r-W otton , whom Elizabeth had 

Settlement fent thither for that purpofe. It was there ftipulated, 
iaodCOt" ?that F rench fhould inftantly evacuate Scotland ;

that the king and queen o f France and Scotland 
fhould thenceforth abftain from bearing the arms o f  
England* or afiuming the title o f that kingdom ; 
that farther fatisfaftion for the injury already done 
in that particular fhould be granted Elizabeth ; and 
the commiflioners fhould meet to fettle this point, 
or if they could not agree, that the king o f Spain 
fhould be umpire between the crowns. Belides thefe 
'flipulations, which regarded England, iome concef- 
fions were granted to the ScotS; namely, that an 
amneity fhould be publifhed for all paft offences; 
'that none but natives fhould enjoy any office in Scot- 

* 'land; that the ftates fhould name twenty-four per- 
fons, o f whom the queen o f Scots iliould chufe feven, 
and die ftates five, and in the hands o f thefe twelve
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fhould the whole adminiftration be placed during C H AT- 
their queen's abfence; and that Mary fhould neither 
make peace nor war without confent o f the ftates V  i$6*. 
In order to haften the execution o f  this important 
treaty, Elizabeth fent fhips, by which the French 
forces were tranfported into their own country.

T hus Europe faw, in the firft tranfailion of this 
reign, the genius and capacity o f the queen and her 
minifters. She difeerned at a diftance the danger 
which threatened her ; and inflantly took vigorous 
meafures to prevent it. M aking all. poffible ad- * 
vantages o f  her fituation, ihe proceeded with cele- 
ricy to a decifion* and was not diverted by any 
offers, negotiations, or remonftrances o f the French 
court. She flopped not till ihe had brought the 
matter to* a final iiTue; and had converted that very 
power, to which her enemies trufted for her de- 
ftruftion, into her firmed: fupport and fecurity.
By exaiting no improper conditions from the Seottiih 
malcontents, even during their greateft diftreffes, ihfe 
eftablifhed an entire confidence with them 5 and 
having cemented the union by all the ties o f  gra
titude, intereft, and religion, fhe now pofieffed an 
influence over them beyond what remained even 
with their native fovereign. T h e  regard, which 
ihe acquired by this dexterous and ipirited conduit* 
gave her every where, abroad as well as at home, 
more authority than had attended her fitter, though 
fupported by all the power o f the Spanifh mo
narchy V

T he fubfequent meafures o f the Seottiih reform
ers tended ftiil more to cement their union with 
England. Being now entirely matters o f  the king
dom, they madq no farther ceremony or fcruple in 
fully effecting their purpofe. In the treaty o f Edin-

n Rymer, vol. xv. p. 593. Keith, p. 137. Spotfwood, p. 147.
Knox, p. 1*9, f. * Forces, vol. i. p. 354. .37». Jebb, voUii. p. 451.
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$8
feurgh it had been agreed, that a parliament dr 
convention ihouid foon be aflembled; and the 
leaders of the Congregation, not waiting till'the 
queen o f  Scots ihouid ratify that treaty, thought 
themfelves fully entitled, without the fovereign’s 
authority, immediately to fummon a parliament. 
T h e reformers prefented a petition to this affembiy; 
in wjiich they were not contented with defiring the 
;eftabliihment o f their doftrine; they alfo applied 
for the punifhment of the catholics, whom they 
called vaffals to the Roman harlot; and they af- 
fierted, that, among all the rabble of the clergy, 

Juch is their exprefiion, there was not one lawful 
tninifter $ but that they were, all o f them, thieves 
and murderers; yea, rebels and traitors to civil au
thority; and therefore unworthy to be fuffered in 
any reformed commonwealth1*. T h e  parliament feem 
to have been actuated by the fame fpirit o f  rage 
and perfecution. After ratifying a confefiion o f 
faith agreeable to the new doftrines, they paffed 
¿1 ftatute againft the roafs, and not only aboliftied it 
in all the churches, but ena&ed, that whoever, any 
where, either officiated in it, or was prefent at it, 
ihouid be chaftifed, for the firft offence, with con- 
fifcation of goods and corporal puniihment, at the 
difcretion of the m a g iftra te fo r  the fecond, with 
baniihment; and for the third, with lofs o f life*1. 
A  law was alfo voted for abolifhing the papal ju - 
rifdiftion in Scotland: The prefbyterian form o f 
difciplrne was fettled, leaving only at firft fcmefha-  
dow o f authority to certain eccleiiaftics, whom they 
called Superintendants. The prelates o f  the ancient 
faith appeared, in order to complain o f great in- 
juftice committed on them by the invafion o f  their 
property, but the parliament took no notice o f 
them; till, at laft, thefe ecclefiaftics, tired V ith

' f  £ n0*» P* *37» *38, * Ibid. p. 154.
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fruitlefs attendance, departed the town. T hey were c  H A p.
then cited to appear; and as nobody prefented him- » * j
felf, it was voted by the parliament, that the eccle- i ¿¡s©* ’ 
iiaftlcs were entirely fatisfied, and found np reafop 
o f complaint. ^

S ir  James Sandilands, prior o f St. John, was 
fent over to France to obtain the ratification o f thefe 
a£ts j but was very ill received by Mary, who de
nied the validity o f a parliament fummoned with
out the royal confent; and fhe refufed her fan&iori 
to thofe ftatutes. But the proteftants gave them- 
felves little concern about their queen's refufak 
They immediately put the ftatutes in execution:
They abolifhed the mafs; they fettled their mi- " .
nifters; they committed every where furious de- 
vaftations on the monafteries, and even on the 
churches, which they thought profaned by idolatry; 
and deeming the property o f the clergy lawful prize, 
they took pofieffion, without ceremony, o f  the far %
greater part o f the eccleiiaftical revenues. t Their 
new preachers, who had authority fufHcient to in
cite them to war and infurredtion, could riot reftrain 
their rapacity; and fanaticiiin concurring with ava- ; 
rice, an incurable wound was given to the papal 
authority in that country. T h e proteftant nobility 
and gentry, united by the confcioufnefs o f fuch un
pardonable guilt, alarmed for their new pofTeflions, 
well acquainted with the imperious character of the 
houfe o f Guile, faw no fafety for themlelves but in . 
the protection o f England; and they dilpatched 
Morton, Glencairne, and Lidington to exprefs their 
fincere gratitude to the queen for her paft favours, 
and reprefent to her the neceflity o f  continuing 
them. "

E lizabe th , on her part, had equal reafon to French 
maintain a union with the Scottifh proteftants; arifl ^ irs, 
foon found that the houfe o f Guife, notwithftand- 
ing their former difappointments, had not laid afide 
the defign o f  conceiting her title, and fubverting

D  4  her
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c h a p , her authority. Francis and Marv, whofe counfels 
xxxviiu  were ^ o lly  directed by them, refufed to ratify the 

treaty o f  Edinburgh ; and ihowed no difpofition to 
give her any fatisfacfeion for that mortal affront, 
which they had put upon her, by their openly af- 
fuming the title and-arms o f England. She was 
fenfible of the danger attending fuch ptetenfions; 
and it was with pleafure ihe heard of the violent 

“fa&ions which prevailed in the French government,
, and o f the oppofition which had arifen againft the 

meafures of the duke o f Guife. That ambitious 
prince, fupported by his four brothers, the cardinal 
o f  Lorraine, the duke o f Aumale, the marquis o f 
Elbeuf, and the grand prior, men no lefs ambitious 

-than himfelf, had engroffed all the authority o f the 
crown ; and as he was pofTeffed o f every quality 
which could command the efteem or feduce the af- 
feitions o f men, there appeared no end o f his ac- 
quiiitions and pretenfions. The confiable, M ont- 

1 morency, who had long balanced his credit, was de
prived o f all power: The princes o f  the blood, the 
king o f Navarre, and his brother  ̂ the prince o f 
Conde, were entirely excluded from offices and 
favour: The queen-mother herfelf, Catherine de 
Medicis, found her influence every day declining: 
And as Francis, a young prince, infirm both in 
■ mind and body, was wholly governed by his con
fort, who knew no law but the pleafure o f her 
uncles, men defp'aired o f ever obtaining freedom 
from the dominion of that afpiring family. It was 
the contefls o f religion which firft inspired the 
French with courage openly to oppofe their unli
mited authority.

T he theological difputes, firfl ftarted in the north o f 
Germany, next in Switzerland, countries at that time 
wholly illiterate, had long ago penetrated into France; 
and as they were affifted by the general difcontent 
againft the court and church o f Rome, and by the 
zealous ipirit o f the age; the proíélytes to the new

religion
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religion were fecretly increafing in every province. i fiW A  PV 
Henry II- in imitation o f his father Francis, had 
oppofed the progrefs o f the reformers; and though *560. 
a prince addi&ed to pleafure and fqciety, he was 
tranfported by a vehemence, as well as bigotry, 
which had little place in the conduct o f his pre- 
deceflbr. Rigorous puni foments had been inflicted 
on the ffioft eminent o f the proteftant partv ; and 
a point o f honour feemed to have arifen, whether 
the one fe£t could exercife, or the other fuffer, moft 
barbarity. T he death o f Henry put fome ¿op to 
the perfecutions; and the people* who had;admired 
the conftancy of the new preachers, now heard with 
favour their doftrines and arguments. But the car
dinal o f Lorraine, as well as his brothers, who were 
poflefled o f  the legal authority, thought it their 
intereft to fupport the eftablifoed-religion 5 and when 
they revived the execution o f  the penal ftatutes, 
they necefiarily drove the malcontent princes and 
nobles to embrace the protection o f the new religion.
T h e king o f Navarre, a man o f mild difpofitions, 
but o f  a weak charailer, and the prince of Conde, 
who poflefled many great qualities, having declared 
themfelves in-favour o f  the proteftants, that fe<3: 
acquired new force from their countenance; and 
the admiral, Coligni, with his brother Ahdelot, no 
longer fcrupled to make open profeflion o f their 
communion. T h e  integrity o f  the admiral, who was 
believed fincere in his attachment to the new doc
trine, and his great reputation both for valour and 
conduft, for the arts o f  peace as well as o f war, 
brought credit to the reformers; and after a fruf- 
trated attempt o f  the malcontents to feize the king’s 
perfon at Amboife, o f which Elizabeth had probably 
fome intelligencer, every place was full o f diftraftion,

T Forbes, vol. i. p. 114.. Throgmorton, about this time, unwilling 
to entruft to letters the great fecrets committed to him, obtained leave, 
under lbme pretext, to come oyer to London.
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£ HAP- and matters haftened to an open rupture between the
« 2: parties. But the houfe of/Guife, though thefe fac- 

J^o, tions had- ohliged them to remit their efforts in 
Scotland, and had been one chief caufe o f Eliza
beth^ iuccefs, were determined not to xelinquifh 
their authority in France, or yield to the violence o f 
their enemies, They found an opportunity o f feizing 
the king o f Navarre and the prince of C on de; they 
threw the former into prjfon j they obtained a fen- 
tence o f death againft the latter; and they were pro
ceeding to put the fentence into execution, when the 
king’s fudden death faved the noble prifoner, and 
interrupted the profperity o f the duke o f Guile.

4=ih Dec. .The queen-mother was appointed, regent to herfon 
Charles IX . now in his minority: T he king o f 
Navarre was named lieutenant-general o f the king
dom: The fentence againft Conde was annulled: 
The conftable was recalled to court : And , the fa
mily o f Guife, though they ftill enjoyed great of
fices and great power, found a counterpoife to their 
authority,

E lizabeth was determined to make advantage 
r o f  theie events againft the queen o f Scots, whom 

lhe ftill regarded as a dangerous rival. She faw 
herfelf freed from the perils attending a union o f 
Scotland with France, and from the preteri lions o f 
fo powerful a prince as Francis j but ihe confidered, 
at the fame time, that the Englifh catholics, who 
were numerous, and who were generally prejudiced 
in favour of Mary’s title, would now adhere to that 
princefs . with more zealous attachment, when they 
faw that her fucceflion np longer endangered the 
liberties of the kingdom, and was rather attended 
with the advantage o f effecting an entire union with 
Scotland. She gave orders, therefore, to her am- 
baffador, Throgmorton, a vigilant and able minifter, 
to review his applications to the queen o f Scots, and 

 ̂ to require her ratification o f the treaty o f  Edin-
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burgh. But though M ary had defifted, after her 
hufbahd’s death, from bearing the arms and title o f 
queen o f England, fhe ftil) declined gratifying E li
zabeth in this momentous article; aqd being fwayed 
by the ambitious fuggeftions o f her uncles, fhe re- 
fufed to make any formal renunciation o f her pre- 
tenfions.

M e a n w h i l e , the queen-mother o f France, who 
imputed to M ary all the mortifications which fhe 
had met with during Francis's life-time, took care 
to retaliate on her by like injuries; and the queen 
o f Scots, finding her abode in France difagreeable, 
began to think o f returning to her native country* 
Lord James, who had been feflt in deputation from 
the ftates to invite her over, feconded thefe inten
tions ; and fhe applied to Elizabeth, by D 'O ifel, 
for a fafe-conduit, in cafe fhe ihould be obliged to 
pafs through England*: But fhe received for anfwer, 
that, till fhe had given fatisfaition, by ratifying the 
treaty o f Edinburgh, fhe could expeit no favour 
from a perfpn whom fhe had fo much injured. This 
denial excited her indignation; and fhe made no 
fcruple o f  expreffing her fentiments to Throg
morton, when he reiterated his applications to gra
tify his miftrefs in a demand which he reprefented 
as io  reafonable. H aving cleared the room o f her 
attendants, fhe faid to him, u H ow  weak I may prove, 

or how far a woman's frailty may tranlport me, 
I cannot tell: However, I am refolved not to 
have fo many witnefies o f my infirmity as. your 

ci*-miftrefs had at her audience o f my ambaflador 
cf D 'Oifel. There is nothing difturbs me fo much, 
ff as the having afked, with fo much importunity, 
(( a favour which it was o f no confequence for me 
<c to obtain. I can, with God's leave, return to 
-£ my own country without her leave; as .1 came to 
u  "France, in fpite o f all the oppofition o f her bro- 
f c ther, king Edward: Neither do I want friends

• GoodalL vpL i. p. 175. both
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c  h  a  p. « both able and willing to conduit me home, as, 
xxxn iL  €C;thev brought me hither; though I was de- 

«' firous rather to make an experiment o f  your mif- 
« trefs’s friendfhip, than o f  the afliftance o f  any 

other perfon. I have often heard you fay, that 
« a good correfpondence between her and m yfelf 
« would conduce much to the fecurity and hap- 
tc pinefs o f both our kingdoms: Were fhe well 
« convinced o f this truth, Ihe would hardly have 
« denied me fo fmall a requeft. But, perhaps, ihe 
<r bears a better inclination to my rebellious fubjeits 
“  than to me, their fovereigh, her equal in royal 
« dignity, her near relation, and the undoubted 
«« heir o f her kingdoms. Befides her friendihip, 
<c I aik nothing at her hands: I neither trouble 
“  her, nor concern myfelf in the affairs o f  her 

ftate: Not that I am ignorant, that there are 
*c now in England a great many malcontents, who 
ic are no friends to the prefent eftabliihment. She 
ic is pleafed to upbraid me as a perfon little expe- 
iC rienced in the world : I  freely own i t ; but age 
“  will cure that defect. However, I am already 
if old enough to acquit myfelf honeftly and courte- 
t( oufly to my friends and relations, and to encou- 
cc rage no reports o f your miftrefs, which would 
ff mifbecome a queen and her kinfwoman. I would 
fc a!fo fay, by her leave, that I am a queen as well 
if as Ihe, and not altogether friendlefs: And, per- 
ct haps, I have as great a foul too; fo that me- 

thinks we fhould be upon a level in our treatment 
of each other. A s foon as I have confuted the 

u  ftates of my kingdom, I fhail be ready to give 
■c her a reafonable anfwer; and I am the more in- 
fC tent on my journey, in order to make the quicker 
ff difpateh in this affair. But Ihe, it feems, intends 
,c to flop mv journey ; fo that either fhe will not 
iC let me give her fatisfaftion, or is refolved not to 
f  be fadsfied ; perhaps, on purpofe to keep up the 
ft difagreement -between us. She has often re-

€< proached
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*c proached me with my being young ; and; I rtiuft c  H A pk 
u  be very young indeed, and as ili-advifed, to treat o f 
iC matters o f fuch great concern and importance^ rj6i, 
cc without the advice o f my parliament. I have n o t !
<f been wanting in all friendly offices, to her; but ; 
if ihe diibelieves; or overlooks them. I could 
u heartily wiih, that I were as nearly allied to her 
<c in afFe&ion as in blood: For that, indeed, would 
« be a rnoffc valuable alliance V ’

Such a fpirited reply, notwithftanding the oblig
ing terms interfperfed in it, was but ill fitted to , 
conciliate friendihip between thefe rival princefies, 
or cure thofe mutual jealoufies which had already 
taken place. Elizabeth equipped a fleet, on pre
tence o f purfuing pirates, but probably with an 
intention o f intercepting the queen o f Scots in her 
return homewards. M ary embarked at Calais; *9  ̂Aug-, 
and paffing the Engliih fleet in a fog, arrived iafely 
at Leith, attended by her three uncles, the duke Scotland, 
o f Aumale, the grand prior, and the marquis o f 
Elbeuf, together with the marquis o f Damviile, and 
other French courtiers. This change o f abode and 
iituation was very little agreeable to that princefs.
Befides her natural prepofieffions in favour o f a coun
try in which ihe had been educated from her ear- 
lieft infancy, and where ihe had borne fb high a 
rank, ihe could not forbear both regretting the fo- 
ciety o f that people, fb celebrated for their humane 
diipoiition, and their refpedtful attachment to their 
fovereign, and reflefting on the difparity o f the 
fcene which lay before her. It is faid that, after 
ihe was embarked at Calais, ihe kept her eyes fixed 
on the coaft: o f France, and never turned them from 
that beloved objeft, till darknefs fell, and inter
cepted it from her view. She then ordered a couch 
to be fpread for her in the open air * and charged 
the pilot, that if  in the morning the land were, ftill

1 Cabaila, p, 374. Spotfwood, p. 177. in
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C R A P ,  in fight, he fhould awake her, and afford her one
3EX3CVIH. parting view o f that country, in which all her afc 

fedions were centered. T h e weather proved calm; 
ib that the fhip made little way in the night-time : 
And Mary had once more an opportunity o f  feeing, 
the French coaft. She fat up on her couch, and 
ftill looking towards the land, often repeated theie 
words; “  Farewell France, farewell: I ihall never 
« fee thee more’1.”  The firft afped, however, o f 
things in Scotland was more favourable, i f  not to 
her pleafure and happinefs, at leaft to her repofe and 
fecurity, than fhe had reafon to apprehend. N o 
fooner did the French gallies appear off Leith, than 
people of all ranks, who had long expeded their 
arrival, flocked towards the fhore with an earneft 
impatience to behold and receive their young iove- 
reign. Some were led by duty, fome by intereft, 
fome by curiofity j and all combined to exprefs their 
attachment to her, and to infinuate themfelves into 
her confidence, on the commencement o f her ad- 
miniftrat'ion. She had now reached her nineteenth 
ye.ar  ̂ and the bloom of her youth and amiable 
beauty of her perfon were farther recommended by 
the affability o f her addrefs, the politenefs o f  her 
manners, and the elegance o f her genius.1 W ell 
accomplifhed in all the fuperficial, but engaging 
graces of a court, file afforded, when better known, 
ilill more promifing indications o f her character $ 
and men prognofticated both humanity from her foft 
and obliging deportment, and penetration from her 
tafte in all the refined arts o f mufic, éloquence, and 
poetry *. And as the Scots had long been deprived 
o f the prefence of their fovereign, whom they once 
deipaired ever more to behold among them, her ar
rival feemed to give univerfai fatisfattion; and no-

J  Keith, p. 179* Jebb, voh ii. p. 483. w Bûcha»,
lib. xvii. c. 9. Spotfwood, p. 178, 179, Keith, p. 1S0. I'huan. 
lib. xxix. c. a.
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tiling appeared about the court, but fyiiiptotUs o f 
affe&ion, joy, and feftivity.

T he firft meafures which M ary embraced con- 15614 
firmed all the prepofieffidns entertained in her fa
vour. She followed the advice given her in France 
by D ’Oifel and the bifhop o f Amiens, as well as her 
uncles; and ibe beftowed her confidence entirely on 
the leaders o f  the reformed party, who had greateft 
influence over the people, and who, ihe found, were 
alone able to fupport her government. H er brother, 
lord James, whom ihe foon after created earl o f  
Murray, obtained the chief authority; and after him 
Lidington, fecretary o f ftate, a man o f great fagacity, 
had a principal ihare in her confidence. By the 
vigour of thefe men’s meafures ihe endeavoured to 
eftabliih order and juftice in a country divided by 
public factions and private feuds $ and that fierce, 
innraftable people, unacquainted with laws and obe
dience, feemed, for a time, to fubmit peaceably to 
her gentle and prudent adminiftration.

B ut there was one circumftance which blafted all 
thefe promifing appearances, and bereaved Mary o f 
that general favour which her agreeable manners 
and Judicious deportment gave her juft reaibn- to 
expect. She was ftill a papift; and though ihe pub- 
lifhed foon after, her arrival, a proclamation, enjoin
ing every one to fubmit to the eftabliihed religion, 
the preachers and their adherents could neither be 
reconciled to a perlon polluted with ib great an abo
mination, nor lay afide their jealoulies o f her future 
condutt. It was with great difficulty ihe could ob
tain permiffion for faying mafs in her own chapel; 
and had not the people apprehended, that, if  ihe 
had here met with a refufal, ihe would inftantly have 
returned to France, the zealots never would have 
granted her even that fmall indulgence. T h e cry 
was, "S h a ll we fuffer that idol to be again ere ¿ted 
“  within the realm ?”  1$ was aflerted in the'pulpit,

that

fc L I Z A B E T  Hi



c h a p , that one rrtafs was more terrible than ten thoufand 
xxxviii, armed men landed to invade the kingdom x ; lord - 

Lindefey, and the gentlemen o f  Fife, exclaimed/
« That the idolater ihould die the. death*”  fuck 
was their expreifion. One that carried tapers for 
the ceremony o f  that worihip, was attacked and in- 
fulted in the court o f the palace. And if lord James, 
and feme popular leaders, had not interpofed, the 
moil dangerous uproar was juftly apprehended, from 
the ungoverned fury o f the multitude y. T h e  ufual 
prayers in the churches were to this purpofe: That 
God would turn the queen's heart, which/was ob- 
ftinate againft him and his truth; or if  his holy will 
be otherwife, that he would ftrengthen the hearts 
and hands of the eledb, iloutly to oppofe the rage of 
all tyrantsz. N ay, it was openly called in queftion, 
whether that princefs, being an idplatrefs, was en
titled to any authority, even in civil matters a ?

T h e  helplefs queen was every moment expofed to 
contumely, which ihe bore with benignity and pa
tience. Soon after her arrival fhe dined in the caf- 
tle of Edinburgh, and it was there contrived, that a" 
boy, fix years o f age, ihould be Jet down from the 
roof, and ihould prefent her with a bible, a pfal- 
ter, and the keys of the caftle, Left ihe ihould be 
at a lofs to underftand this infult on her as a papift, 
all the decorations exprefled the. burning o f Corah, 
Dathan, andAbiram,, and other puniihments inflided 
by God upon idolatryb. The town council o f Edin
burgh had the affuraace, from their own authority, 
to iftiie a proclamation, baniihing from.their diftriit 
iC all the wicked rabble o f antichrift, the pope, fuch 

as priefts, monks, friars, together with-adulterers 
ic and fornicators c.”  And becaufi/the privy-council 
fuipended the magiitrates for their infolence, the paf-

* Knox, p.287. Y Ibid, p, 2,34., 285. 2S7. Spptfwcod, p. 270.
* Keith, p. i 79. a Ibid. p. a0*. b ibid; p. jSg.
c lfeld. p. 192. 7
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fionâte hiftoriansd o f that age have inferred, that the 
queen was engaged, by a fympathy o f  manner^ to 
take adulterers and fornicators tinder her protection. 
It appears probable, that the magiftratés were after
wards reinftated in their office, and that their procla
mation was confirmed %

B u t  all the infblence o f the people was incon- 
fiderable in companion o f  that which was exercifed 
by the clergy and thé preachers, who took a pride 
in vilifying, even to her face, this amiable princefsi 
T he aflembly o f the church framed an addrefs, in 
which, after telling her, that hèr mais was a bafiard 
fervice o f God, the fountain o f all impiety, and the 
four ce o f  every evil which abounded in the realm ; 
they exprefled their hopes, that ihe would ere this 
time have preferred truth to her own pre-conceived 
opinion, and have renounced her religion, which, 
they afiured her, was nothing but abomination and 
vanity. T h ey faid, that the prefent abufes o f govern
ment were fo enormous, that, i f  a fpeedy remedy 
were not provided, God would not fail in his anger 
to ftrike the head and the tail, the difobedient prince 
and finful people. They required, that fevere pu- 
niihment ihould be inflicted on adulterers and for
nicators. A nd they concluded with demanding for 
themfelves fome addition both o f power and pro
perty f.

T h e  ringleader in all thefe infults on majefty was 
John Knoxj  who poiTeffed an uncontrolled autho
rity in the church, and even in the civil affairs o f  
the nation, and who triumphed in the contumelious 
ufage o f his fovereign. His ufual appellation for 
the queen was Jezabel; and though Ihe endeavour
ed, by the m oil gracious condefcenfion, to win his 
Favour, all her infiniiations could gain nothing on 
his obdurate heart. She promifed him accefs to h er.

d Knox, p. 292. Buchan, lib. xvii* c. »0, Haynes, vol. i* p. 37*- 
* Keith, p. 20X, t Knox, p. 311, 312.
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CHAP* whenever he demanded it ; and ihe even defired 
xxxvin. foun£j her blamable in any thing, to

i $ i *  reprehend her freely in private,: rather, than vilify 
her in the. pulpit before the whole people : But he 
plainly told her, that he had a public miniftry en- 
trufted to hi m; that if ihe would copie to church, 
Ihe ihould there hear the golpel o f truth; and that 
it was not his bufinefs to apply to every individual, 
nor had he leifure for that occupation V  T h e po- 
litical principles o f  the man, which he communi
cated to his brethren, were as full o f  fedition as his 
theological were o f rage and bigotry. _ Though he 
once condefeehded fo far as to tell the queen, that 
he would fubmit to her, in the fame manner as Paul 
did to Nero h; he remained not long in this dutiful 
ftrain. H e faid to her, that,ff Samuel feared not to 

flay Agag, the fat and delicate king, o f Am alek, 
i£ whom king Saul had .fayed : Neither ‘fjparfed Elias 

Jezabel’s falfe prophets, arid Baal’s priefts, though 
tc king Ahab was prefent. Phineas*’ added he, 
u was no magiftrate; yet feared he not to itrike 
ff Cofoi and Zim ri in the very aft o f  filthy forni- 
u  cation. And fo, Madam, your grace may fee, 
iC that others than chief magiftrates may lawfully 
Cf inflift puniifcmentrion fuch crimes as are con- 
<c demned by the law o f  God V ’ Knox had for
merly, during the reign o f  M ary of England, writ
ten a book againft female fucceffion to the crown: 
The title of it is, The firfi hlaft of the trumpet againfi 
the monftrous regimen of women. H e was too proud 
either to recant the tenets of^this book, or even to 
apologize tor them; and his conduft fhewed, that 
he thought no more civility than loyalty due to any 
o f the female lex.

T he 'whole life of Mary was, from the demean
our of thefe men, filled with bitternefs and forrow. 
This ruftic apoftle. fcruples not, in his hiitory, £D
=6.

s Knox, p. 319, * Ibid. p. *88, ' * Ibid, p. 316. .
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Inform us* that he once treated her with fuc h feve- c  H A P, 
rity, that fhe loft all command o f temper, and d iF . ^xx vn i‘t 
iolved in tears before him: Y e t fo far from being 5
moved with youth, and beauty, and royal dignity 
reduced to that condition, he ^perfevered in his in* 
folent reproofs ; and when he relates this incident, 
he difcovers a vifible pride and fatisfa&ion in his 
own conduit k. T h e  pulpits had becpme mere 
fcenes o f railing againft the vices o f  the cou rt; 
among which were always noted as the principal, 
feafting, finery, dancing, balls, and whoredom, their 
neceflary attendant K Some ornaments, which the 
ladies at that time wore upon their petticoats, ex
cited mightily the indignation o f the preachers and 
they affirmed, that fuch vanity would provoke God's 
vengeance, not only againft thefe foolifh women, 
but againft the whole realm m.

M a r y ,  whofe age, condition, and education, in
vited her to liberty and cheerfuliiefs, was curbed in 
all amufements by the abfurd feverity of-thefe re
formers; and ifie found every moment reafon to re
gret her leaving that country, from whofe manners 
fhe had, in her early youth, received the firft im- 
preifions \  H er two uncles, the duke o f Aumale, 
and the grand prior, with the other French nobility, 
foon took leave o f her: T h e marquis of Elbeuf re
mained fome time longer; but after his departure, 
ihe was left to the fociety o f her own fubjedts; men 
unacquainted with the pleafures o f converiation, ig
norant o f arts and civility, and corrupted, beyond 
their ufual rufticity, by a difmal fanaticifm, which 
rendered them incapable o f all humanity or im
provement. Though M ary had made no. attempt 
to reftore the ancient religion, her popery was a 
fufficient crim e: Though her behaviour was hitherto 
irreproachable, and her manners fweet and engaging, 
her gaiety and eafe were interpreted as figns of dif-

k Knox, p. 334, 333, l Ibich p. 313. m Ibid. p. 350.
n Ibid* p. 294,
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c h a p , folute vanity. And to the harlh and prepofterous
^xxvnlJ ufage, which this princefs met with, may, in part, 

be afcribed thofe errors o f  her fubfequent conduct, 
which feemed fo little o f a piece with the general 
tenor o f her character.

T h e r e  happened to the marquis o f Elbeuf, be
fore his departure, an adventure, which, though 
frivolous, might enable him to give M ary's friends 
in France a melancholy idea o f her fituation. This 
nobleman, with the earl o f  Bothwel, and fome other 
young courtiers, had been engaged, after a debauch, 
to pay a vifit to a woman called Alifon Craig, who 
was known to be liberal o f  her favours} and becaufe 
they were denied admittance, they broke the win
dows, thruft open the door, and committed fome 
diforders, in fearching for the damfel. It happen
ed, that the aflembly o f the church was fitting at 

‘ that time, and they immediately took the matter 
tinder their cognizance. In conjunction with feveral 
o f the nobility, they prefented an addrefs to the 
queen, which was introduced with this awful pre
lude: w T o  the queen’s majefty, and* to her fecret 
"  and great council, her grace’s faithful and obe- 
“  dient fubje&s, the profeffors o f  Chrift Jefus’s holy 
“  evangil, wiih the fpirit o f  righteous judgment.” 
The tenor o f the petition was, that the fear o f  God, 
the duty which they owed her grace, and the ter
rible threatenings denounced by God againft every 
city or country where horrible crimes were openly 
committed, compelled them to demand the fevere 
punifhment o f  fuch as had done what in them lay 
to kindle the wrath of God againft the whole realm : 
That the iniquity o f which they complained, was 
fo heinous and fo horrible, that they ihould efteetn 
themfelves accomplices in it, i f  they had been en
gaged by worldly fear, or fervile complaifance, to 
pafs it over in filence, or bury it in oblivion: That 
as they owed her grace obedience in the adminiftra- 
tion o f juftice, fo were they entitled to require of
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her, in return, the iharp and condign punifhment o f c 3 yl ?: 
this enormity, which, they repeated it, might draw t ^  j  
down the vengeance o f God on the whole kingdom : 1561.
And that they maintained it to be her duty to lay afide 
all private affections towards the aftors in fo heinous 
a crime and fo enormous a villany, and without 
delay bring them to a trial, and infli£t the fevereft 
penalties upon them* T h e queen gave a gracious 
reception to this peremptory addrefs; but becauie 
ihe probably thought, that breaking the windows o f 
a brothel merited not fuch fevere repreheniion, fhe 
only replied, that her uncle was a ftranger, and that 

. he was attended by a young com pany: But fhe 
would put fuch order to him and to all others, that 
her fubjefts fhould henceforth have no reafon to 
complain. H er palling over this incident fo flightly 
\vas the fource o f great difcontent, and was regarded 
as a proof o f the moil profligate manners It is 
not^tq be omitted, that Alifon Craig, the caufc o f  
all the uproar, was known to entertain a commerce 
with the earl o f  Arran^ who, on account o f  his great 
zeal for the reformation, was, without fcruple, in
dulged in that enormity V

S o m e  o f the populace o f  Edinburgh broke into 
the queen’s chapel during her abfence, and com
mitted outrages; for which two o f  them were in
dicted, and it was intended to bring them to a trial.
Knox wrote circular letters to the moft confiderable 
zealots o f the party, and charged them to appear in 
town, and proteil their brethren. T h e  holy facra- 
ments, he there faid, are abufed by profane papifts; 
the mafs has been laid 5 and in worlhipping that 
idol, the priefts have omitted no ceremony, not 
even the conjuring o f their apcurfed water, that had 
ever been pra&ifed in the time o f the greateft blind- 
nefs. Thefe violent meafures for oppofing juftic?

P Knox, ibid.

were
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c h a r  ^ere little ihort o f rebellion; and Knox was furti- 
xxxviii» monC(j before council to anfwer for his dffence.

1561. The courage of the man was equal to his infolence. 
H e fcrupled not to tell the queen* that thé peftilent 
papifts, who had inflamed her againft thefe holy 
men* were the fons of the devil ; and muft therefore 
obey the directions o f their father, who had been a 
liar and a manllayer from the beginning. The 
matter ended with a full acquittal o f  K n o x k  
Randolf, the Engliili ambaffador in Scotland, had 
reafon to write to Cecil* fpeaking o f the Scottiih 
nation : ct I think marvelloufly o f the wifdom of 
<c God, that gave this unruly, inconftant, and cum- 
<c berfome people no more power nor fubftance : 
<c For they would other wife run wild'*.”

W e  have related thefe incidents at greater length 
than the necefftty o f our fubjeéfc may feem to re
quire : But even trivial circumftances, which fhow 
the manners o f the age, are often more inftruétive* 
as well as entertaining, than the great tranfa&ions 
o f wars and négociations, which are nearly iimilar in 
all periods and in all countries o f the world.

T h e  reformed clergy in Scotland had, at that 
time* a very natural reafon for their ill-humour; 
namely, the poverty, or rather beggary, to which 
they were reduced. The nobility and gentry had 
at firft laid their hands on all the property o f  the 
regular clergy, without making any provifion for 
the friars and nuns, whom they turned out o f  their 
pofleffions. T he fecular clergy of the catholic com
munion, though they loft all ecclefiaftical jurifdicr 
tion, ftill held fome of the temporalities o f  their 
benefices ; and either became laymen themiêlves, 
and converted them into private property, ôr made 
conveyance o f them at low prices to the nobility, 
wild thus enriched themielves by the plunder o f the

3 Knox, p, 336. 34*. r Keith, p, 202,
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and in a poor country, divided in religious fenti- *¿6*. 
ments, this eftabliihment was regarded as very 
fcanty and very precarious* Repeated applications 
were made for a legal fetdement to the preachers; 
and though almoft every thing in the kingdom 
was governed, by their zeal, and caprice, it was with 
difficulty that their reqüeft was at laft complied 
with. The fanatical fpirit which they indulged, and 
their induftry in decrying the principles and prac
tices o f the Romifh communion, which placed fuch 
merit in enriching the clergy, proved now a very 
fenfible obfiacle to their acquisitions. T he conven
tion, however, pafifed a vote % by which they di- ' 
vided all the eccleiiailical benefices into twenty-one 
ihares : They affigned fourteen to the ancient pof- 
feifors : O f  the remaining feven they granted three 
to the crown ; and if  that were found to anfwer the 
public expences, they beftowed the overplus on the 
reformed minifters. T h e queen was empowered to 
levy all the feven ; and it was ordained that ihe 
ihould afterwards pay to the clergy what ihould be 
judged to fuffice for their maintenance. The ne- 
ceffities of the crown, the rapacity o f the courtiers, 
and the fmall affeftion which Mary bore to the 
proteftant ecclefiaftics, rendered their revenues con
temptible as well as uncertain; and the preachers, 
finding that they could hot rival the gentry, or even 
the middling rank o f men, in opulence and plenty, 
were neceffitated to betake themfelves to other ex
pedients for Supporting their authority. They af
fected a furious zeal for religion, morofe manners, 
a vulgar and familiar, yet myfterious cant; and 
though the liberality o f ilibfequenr princes put them

* Knox, p. 296. Keith, p. 210.
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afterwards on 3 better footing with regard to reve
nue, and thereby correfted in fome degree thofe 
bad habits; it muft be confefled, that, while many 
other advantages attend prefbyterian governm ent 
thefe inconveniencies arp npt eafily feparated frorn 
the genius o f that ecclefiaftical polity.

T he queen of Spots, deftitute o f  all force, 
poflelling a narrow revenue, furrouqded with a 
faftious turbulent nobility, a bigoted people, and 
infolent eeclefiaftics, foon found, that her only ex
pedient for maintaining tranquillity was to preferve 
a good correfpojidence with Elizabeth % who, by 
former connexions and fervices, had acqyired fuch 
authority over ail thefe ranks o f men. Soon after 
her arrival in Scotland, fecretary Lidington was lent 
to London, in order to pay her compliments to the 
queen, and exprefs her defire of friendfhip and a 
good correipondence $ and he received a commiifion 
from her, as well as from the nobility o f  Scotland, 
to demand, as a means o f cementing this friendfhip, 
that Mary fhould, hy aft o f parliament or by pro
clamation (for the difference between thefe fecuricies 
was not then deemed very confiderable), be declared 
fucceffpr to the crown. N o  requeft could be more 
unreafonable, or made at a more improper junfture. 
The queen replied, that Mary had once difcpyered 
her intention not tq wait for the fuceeffiqn, but had 
openly, without ceremony or referve, affumed the 
title o f  queen o f England, and had pretended a fu- 
perior right to her throne and kingdom : That 
though her ambaffadors, and thofe o f her hufband, 
the f  rench king, had figned a treaty, in which they 
renounced that claim, and promifed Tatisfaftion for 

?n indignity, fhe was fo intoxicated with 
this imaginary right, that fhe had rejefted the moil 

folicications, and even, as fqme endeavoured

f Jebb, vol. ii. p. 4.5$,

to
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to periiiade her, had incurred fomc danger in crolT- c h a p .
ing the Teas, rather than ratify that equitable treaty; ^  ^
T h at her partifans every where had ftill the af- l5$i. 
furance to infift on her title, and had prefilmed 
to talk o f her own birth as illegitimate: T h at 
while affairs were on this footing; while a claim 
thus openly made, fo far from being openly 
renounced, was only fufpended till a more favour
able opportunity, it would, in her, be the moft 
egregious imprudence to fortify the hands o f a 
pretender to her crown, by declaring her the fuc- 
ceflbr: T h at no expedient could be worfe ima
gined for cementing friendfhip than fuch a de
claration; and kings were often found to bear 
no good will to their fucceflors, even though their 
own children; much more when the connexion was 
lefs intimate, and when fuch caufe o f diigufhand 
jealoufy had already been given, and indeed was 
ftill continued, on the part o f Mary : That though 
fhe was willing, from the amity which fhe bore her 
kinfwoman, to aferibe her former pretenfions ro 
the advice o f  others, by whofe direftion fhe was 
then governed; her prefent refuial to relinquish 
them could proceed only from her own prepof- 
feffions, and was a proof that fhe ftill harboured 
fome dangerous defigns againft her: T h at it was 
the nature o f  all men to be difgufted with the 
prefent, to entertain flattering views o f futurity, 
to think their fervices ill rewarded, to expeft a 
better recompence from the fucceflor ; and fhe 
fhould efteem herfelf fcarcely half a fovereign over 
the Englifh, if  they faw her declare her heir, and 
arm her rival with authority againft her own repofe 
and fafety: T h at fhe knew the inconftant nature o f 
the people; fhe was acquainted with the prefent 
cjivifions in religion; fhe was not ignorant that the 
fame party which expeited greater favour during 
fhe reign o f M ary, did alfo imagine that the title



h i s t o r y  ot  En g l a n d ,
c h a p , o f that..princefs was fuperior to her ow n: That 
* xxvm \ for her part, whatever claims were advanced, ihe 

7s &  was determined to live and die queen o f  England; 
and after her death, it was the bufinefs o f  others 
to examine who had the beft pretenfions, either 
by the laws or by the right o f blood, to the fuc- 
ceffion: That lhe hoped the claim o f the queen 
o f  Scots would then be found folid; and, con- 
fidering the injury which ihe herfelf had received, 
it was fufficient indulgence, if Ihe promifed, in 
the mean time, to do nothing which might, in 
any refpe£t, weaken or invalidate i t : And that" 
Mary, if  her title were really preferable, a point 
which, for her own part, fhe had never enquired 
into, poffefled all advantages above her rivals; 
who, deftitute both o f prefent power, and o f  all 
fupport by friends, would only expofe rhemfelves to 
inevitable ruin, by advancing any weak, or even 
doubtful, pretenfions".

T h e s e  views of the queen were fo prudent and 
judicious, that there was no likelihood o f her ever 
departing from them : But that fhe might put the 
matter to a fuller proof, ihe offered to explain the 
words o f the treaty o f Edinburgh, fo a.s to leave no 
fufpicion of their excluding Mary's right o f  fuc- 
ceiTionv/; and in this form ihe again required her 
to ratify that treaty. Matters at laft came to this 
iffue, that Mary agreed to die propofa 1, and offered 
to renounce all prefent pretenfions to the crown o f 
England, provided Elizabeth would agree to de
clare her the fuccefibr x. But fuch w?as the jealous 
eharaiter of this latter princefs, that fhe never 
would confent to ftrengthen the intereft and au
thority o f  any claimant, by fixing the fucce'ffion; 
much leis would fhe make this conceffion in favour 
of a rival queen, who poffeiied fuch plaufible preten-

” Buchanan, lib. xvii. c. 14— 17. Camden, p. 3S5. Spotiwood, 
p. iSo, 181. w Ibid, p, 181. s Haynes, vol. i. p .3 7 7 .
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Cons for the prefent, and who, though ihe might C H A  P* 
verbally renounce them, could eafily refume her " I 
claim on the firft opportunity. Mary's pro- 1561. 
pofal,: however, bore fo fpecious an appearance 
o f equity and juftice, that Elizabeth, fenfible that 
reafon would, by Superficial thinkers, be deemed 
to lie entirely on that fide, made no more men
tion of the m atter; and, though farther concefiions 
were never made by either princefs, they put on 
all the appearances of a cordial reconciliation and 
friendfhip with each other.

T he queen obferved that, even without her in- Wife go* 
terpofition, M ary was fufficiently depreffed by the 
mutinous fpirit o f  her own fubjefts; and, inftead of beth. 
giving Scotland, for the prefent, any inquietude or 
difturbance, ihe employed herfelf, more ufefully 
and laudably, in regulating the affairs o f  her own 
kingdom, and promoting the happinefs o f her peo
ple.- She made fome progrefs in paying thofe great 
debts which lay upon the crown 5 ihe regulated the 
coin, which had been much debafed by her prede- 
ceiTors ; ihe furniihed her arfenals with great quan
tities o f arms from Germany and other places ; en
gaged her nobility and gentry to imitate her example 
in this particular; introduced into the kingdom 
the art o f making gunpowder and brafs cannon; 
fortified her frontiers on the fide o f Scotland; made - 
frequent reviews o f the militia; encouraged agri
culture, by allowing a free exportation of corn; 
promoted trade and navigation; and fo much in- 
creafed the fhipping of her kingdom, both by build
ing yefiels o f force herielfi and fuggefting like un
dertakings' to the merchants, that ibe was juftly 
ftyled the reftorer o f naval glory, and the queen of 
the northern feasy. T he natural frugality o f her 
temper, fo for from incapacitating her from. thefe

y Camdea, p. 3S8. Strype, vol. i. p. 330. 335. 337.
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C h A P, great enterprifes, only enabled her to execute them
xxxviir. & g reater eertainty and fu ccefs; and all the world

law in her con duit the happy effects o f  a v igor
ous perfeverance in judicious and w ell-concerted
proje&s.

It is eafy to imagine that fo great a princefs, who 
enjoyed fuch Angular felicity and renown, would re
ceive propofals of marriage from every one that had 
any likelihood of fucceeding;  ̂and though ihe had 
made fome public declarations in favour o f  a Angle 
life, few believed that ihe would perfevere for ever 
in that refolution. The archduke Charles, fecond 
ion of the emperor % as well as Cafimir, fcn o f  the 
eleftor Palatine, made applications to h er; and as 
this latter prince profefled the reformed religion, he 
thought himfelf on that account better entitled to 
fucceed in his addrefles. Eric king o f Sweden, 
and Adolph duke o f Holitein, were encouraged, by 
the fame views, to become fuitors: And the earl o f 
Arran, heir to the crown o f Scotland, was, by the 
Hates o f that kingdom, recommended to her as a 
iuitable marriage. Even fome o f her own fubje&s, 
though they did not openly declare their pretenfions, 
entertained hopes o f fuccefs. T he earl o f  Arundel, 
a perfon declining in years, but defcended from an 
ancient and noble family, as well as poflefled o f 
great riches, flattered himfelf with this p rofpeft; as 
did alfo fir William Pickering, a man much efteemed 
for his perfonal merit. But the perfon moft likely 
to fucceed, was a younger fon o f the late duke o f 
Northumberland, lord Robert Dudley, who by 
means o f his exterior qualities, joined to addrefs and 
flattery, had become, in a manner, her declared 
favourite, and had great influence in all her coun- 
fels. The lefs worthy he appeared o f this diftinftion, 
the more was his great favour afcribed to fome via- *
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lent affe&ion, which could thus feduce the judg- 
fnent o f this penetrating princefs; and men long 
expe&ed that he would obtain the preference above 
fo many princes and monarchs. But the queen 
gave all thefe fuitors a gentle refofal, which jftill 
encouraged their purfuit ; and Are thought that 
fhe ihould the better attach them to her interefts 
if  they were ftill allowed to entertain hopes o f 
fucceeding in their pretenfions. It is alfo pro-1 
bable that this policy was not entirely free from 
a mixture o f  female coquetry ; and that, though 
lhe was determined in her own mind never to ihare 
her power with any man, ihe was not difpleafed 
with the courtihip, folicitatibn, and profeflions o f 
love, which the defire o f acquiring fo valuable 
a prize procured her from all quarters.

W hat is moft Angular in the conduit and cha- 
raiter o f Elizabeth is, that though fhe determined 
never to have any heir o f  her own body, fhe was- 
not only very averfe t o . fix any fuccefior to the 
crown; but feems alfo to have refolved, as far as, 
it lay in her power, that no one who had preten- 
fions to the fucceffion fhould ever have any heirs or 
iuccefiors. I f  the exclufion given by the will o f  
Henry V III . to the pofterity o f  Margaret queen 
o f Scotland was allowed to be valid, the right to 
the crown devolved on the houfe o f Suffolk; and 
the lady Catharine Gray, younger After to the lady 
Jane, was now the heir o f that family. This lady 
had been married to lord Herbert, fon o f the earl 
o f  Pem broke; but, having been divorced from 
that nobleman, fhe made a private marriage with 
the earl o f Hertford, fon o f  the protestor; and her 
hufband, foon after confummation, travelled into 
France. In a little time fhe appeared to be preg
nant, which fo enraged Elizabeth, that fhe threw 
her into the Tower, and fummoned Hertford to 
app ear, in order to anfvver for his miidemeanor.

H e
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c h a p . H e made no fcruple o f  acknowledging the marriage,: 
xxxyin. though concluded without the queen’s con-

fent, was entirely fuitable to both parties; and foi\ 
* “ * this offence he was alfo committed to; the ,Tow en > 

Elizabeth’s feverity flopped not h e r e S h e  iifued  ̂
a commiffion to enquire into the matter,; and as‘ 
Hertford could not, within the time limited, prove 
the nuptials by witnefles, the commercevbetween: 
him : and his confort was declared unlawful, and 
their pofterity illegitimate. They were ftill de
tained in cuftody; but, by bribing their keepers, 
they found means to have.farther intercourfe ; and 
another child appeared to be the fruit of their com
merce. ‘This was a frelh iource o f vexation to the 
queen; who made a fine of fifteen thoufand pounds 
be fet on H ertford,by theftar-chamber, and or
dered his confinement to be thenceforth more rigid 
and fevere. H e  lay in this condition for nine 
years, till , the death of his wife, by freeing E liza
beth from all fears, procured him. his liberty \  
This extreme feverity mull be accounted for, either 
by the unrelenting jealoufy o f the queen, who was 
afraid left a pretender to the fucceflion fhould ac
quire credit by having ifiue ; or by her malignity, 
which, with all her great qualities,v made one, in
gredient in her character, and which led her to 
envy, in others, thofe natural pleafures o f love and 
pofterity, o f which her own ambition and delire o f 
dominion made her renounce all prolpedt for her- 
felf.

T h e r e  happened, about this time, fome other 
events in the royal family, where the queefrs con- 

■ du£i was more laudable. Arthur Pole, and his 
brother, nephews to the late cardinal, and delcended 
from the duke of Clarence, together with Anthony 
Forteicue, who had married a filler o f thefe gen-

* Haynes, vol. i. p, 369. 378, 396. Camden, p. 389. Heylin,
P* *54-
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tlemen, and forne other perfons, were brought to c h a p . 
their trial for intending to withdraw into France. xxxvm - 
with a view o f foliciting fuccours from the duke o f  , S6i. 
Guife, o f returning thence into W ales, and o f pro
claiming M ary queen of England, and Arthur P o le  
duke o f Clarence. v ^X|*ey cpnfefled the indidhnent, 
but aflerted, that thfey never meant to execute thefe 
projefts during the queen's life-time : T hey had 
only deemed foch.. precautions requifite in cafe pf 
her demlfe," . which Tome' ‘ pretenders to , judicial 
aftrology ;liad^( allured thprh, they might with cer
tainty look fpr before the ye.ar expired. T h ey were 
condemned ,by the jury, s but received a pardon 
from the queen’s clemency V  ' r

* Strype,. v©l. i. p. 333, Heyliri, p, 15̂ * 7 (V"
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C H A P .  XXXIX.

State o f Europe--------- -C iv il w ars o f France— **
Havre de Grace pu t in pojfeffion o f the Englijh—  *
A  parliament-----------Havre loft---------- Affairs o f  Scot-
land -----------The queen o f  Scots marries the earl of
Darnley -----------Confederacy againft the P rot eft ants
-----------Murder of R i z z io - — A  parliament— >
Murder o f Darnley— — Queen o f Scots marries 
Botbw el-  ■■ ■ InfurreElions in Scotland — —  Ini*
prifonment of M ary -----------M ary flies into England
■■ .— » iConferences a t Tork and Hampton* Court.

C H A P .  A  F T E R  the commencement o f  the religious 
wars in France, which rendered that flou- 

rifhing kingdom, during the courfe o f  near forty 
State of years, a fcene o f horror and devaluation, the great 
Europe. r iv a i powers in Europe were Spain and England; 

and it was not long before an animofity, firft politi
cal, then perfonal, broke out between the fovereigns 
o f theft countries.

P h i l i p  II. o f Spain, though he reached not any 
enlarged views of policy, was endowed with great 
induftry and fagacity, a remarkable caution in his 
enterprifes, an unufual forefight in all his meafures; 
and as he was ever cool and feemingly unmoved by 

' paflion, and poflefied neither talents nor inclination 
for war, both his iubjefts and his neighbours had 
reafon to expect juftice, happinefs, and tranquillity, 
from his adminiftration. But prejudices had on 
him as pernicious effects as ever paffion had on any 
other monarch; and the ipirit o f bigotry and ty

ranny



tanhy by which he was aftuated, with the fraudulent c  H A,p* 
maxims which governed his counféls, excited the x x x lx -t 
moft violent agitation among his own people, en- 
gaged him in aits o f the moil enormous cruelty, 
and threw all Europe into combuftion.

A f t e r  Philip had concluded peace at Cateaii- 
Cambrefis, and had remained fome time in the 
Netherlands, in order to fettle the affairs o f that 
country, he embarked for Spain ; and as. the gravity 
o f  that nation, with their refpeâful obedience to 
their prince, had appeared more agreeable to his 
humour than the homely familiar manners and the 
pertinacious liberty o f the Flemings, it was expeiled 
that he would, for the future, refide altogether at 
Madrid, and would govern all his extenfive domi
nions by Spanifh minifters and Spanifh couniels.
H aving met with a violent tempeft on his voyage* 
he no fooner arrived in harbour than he fell on his 
knees ; and, after giving thanks for his deliverance, 
he vowed that his life, which was thus providentially 
faved, fhould thenceforth be entirely devoted to the 
extirpation o f herefy c. H is fubfequent conduct 
correfponded to thefe profeffions. Finding that the 
new dodtrines had penetrated into Spain, he let looie 
the ragé o f perfecution againft all who profefled 
them, or were fufpecled o f adhering to them ; and 
by his violence he gave new edge, even to the 
ufual cruelty o f  priefts and inquifitors. H e  threw 
into prifon Conftantine Ponce, who had been con- 
feffor to his father, the emperor Charles; who had * 
attended him during his retreat; and in whòfè arms 
that great monarch had terminated his life : And after • 
this ecclefiaftie died in confinement, he itili ordered 
him to be tried and condemned for herefy, and his 
ftatue to be committed to the flames. Fie even 
deliberated whether he fhould not exercife like feve
rity againft the memory o f his father, who was fuf-

c Thuanus, lib. xxiii, cap. 14.

V o l . V . F  peéled.
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c h a p . Hefted, during his later years, to have indulged a
X X X I X -  p r0p en fity towards the Lutheran principles: In his 

unrelenting zeal for orthodoxy, he fpared neither 
age, fex, nor condition: H e was preferit, with an 
inflexible countenance, at the moil barbarous exe
cutions : H e iflfued rigorous orders for the profecu- 
tion o f heretics in Spain, Italy, the Indies, and the 
Low  Countries: And, having founded his deter
mined tyranny on maxims o f civil policy, as well 
as on principles o f religion, he made it apparent 
to all his fubjefts, that there was no method, ex
cept the moft entire compliance, or rnoffc obftinate 
refiftance, to efcape or elude the feverity o f  his 
vengeance.

D u r i n g  that extreme animofity which prevailed 
between the adherents o f  the oppofite religions, the 
civil magiftrate, who found it difficult, i f  not im- 
poffible, for the fame laws to govern fuch enraged 
adverfaries, was naturally led, by lpecious rules of 
prudence, in embracing one party, to declare war 
againft the other, and to exterminate, by fire and 
fword, thofe bigots, who, from abhorrence of his 
religion, had proceeded to an oppofition of his 
power, and to a hatred o f his perfon. I f  any prince 
pofieiled fuch enlarged views as to foreiee that a 
mutual toleration would in time abate the fury of 
religious prejudices, he yet met with difficulties in 
reducing this principle to practice; and might deem 
die malady too violent to await a remedy which, 
though certain, muit neceffarily be flow in its ope
ration. But Philip, though a profound hypocrite, 
and extremely governed by felf-intereft, feems alfo 
to have been himielf actuated by an imperious bi
gotry ; and, a s ' he employed great reflettion in all 
his condu6t, he could eafily palliate the gratification 
of his natural temper under the colour o f  wifdom, 
and̂  find, in this fyftem, no leís advantage to his 
foreign than his domeftic politics. By placing him- 
ieif at the head o f the catholic party, lie converted

the
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the zealots o f  the ancient faith into partisans o f  & S  A *■ « 
Spanifh greatnefs ; and by employing the powerful XX:XLX̂  
allurement o f  religion, he feduced, every where, the í$6$¿ 
fubje¿ts from that allegiance which they Owed to 
their native fovereign.

T h e  courfe o f events, guiding and concurring 
with choice, had placed Elizabeth in a fituation dia
metrically oppofite; and had raifed her to be the 
glory, the bulwark, and the fupport o f  the nu
merous, though ftill perfecuted, proteftants through
out Europe. M ore moderate in her temper tharf 
Philip, ihe found, with pleafure, ' that the principles 
o f  her feft required not fuch extreme feverity in her 
domeftic government as was exercil^d by that mo
narch 5 and, having no obje£t but felf-prefervation> 
ihe united her interefts in all foreign: negotiations 
with thofe who were every where ftruggling under 
oppreflion, and guarding themfelves againft ruiii 
and extermination. T h e  more virtuous fovereigit 
was thus happily thrown into the more favourable 
caufe ; and fortune, in this inftance, concurred with 
policy and nature.

D  uRiNG the life-timé o f Henry II. o f  France* 
and o f his fucceflor, the force o f theie principles was - 
iomewhat reftrained, though not altogether over
come, by motives o f a fuperior interett; and the 
dread o f uniting England with the French monar
chy, engaged Philip to maintain a good correfpond- 
ence with Elizabeth. Y e t even during this pe
riod he rejefted the garter which Ihe fent him ; he 
refufed to ratify the ancient league between the 
houfe of Burgundy and England d ; he furnilhed 
fhips to tranfport French forces into Scotland 3 he 
endeavoured to intercept the earl o f Arran, who 
was battening to join thè malcontents in that coun
try j and the queen’s wifeft minifters itili regarded

d pjgges’s Complete AmbafTador, p. 369. Haynes, p. 5S5, Strype, 
tel. iv, No. 24.5.
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C H A P ,  his friendihip as hollow and precarious % But nO 
xxxix^  fooner f a  death o f Francis II. put an end to

1562^ Philipp apprehenfions with regard to Mary's fuc- 
cefllon, than his animofity againft Elizabeth began 
more openly to appear -, and the interefts o f  Spain 
and thofe o f England were found oppofite in every 
négociation and-tranfa&ion.

T he two great monarchies of the continent, 
France and Spain, being pofleiTed o f  nearly equal 
force, were naturally antagonifts j and England, 
from its power and fituation, was entitled to fupport 
its own dignity, as well as tranquillity, by holding 
the balance between them. W  hatever incident,
therefore, tended too much to deprefs one o f thefe 
rival powers, as it left the other without control, 
might be deemed contrary to the interefts o f 
England : Y et fo much were thefe great maxims o f 
policy over-ruled, during that age, by the diiputes 
o f theology, that Philip found an advantage in iup- 
porting the eftablifhed government and religion o f 
France 5 ¿nd Elizabeth in protefting faction and in
novation.

Cmi wars T he queen-regent o f France, when reinftated in 
o -«nee. ay^ority by the death of her fon, Francis, had 

formed a plan o f adminiftration more fubtle than 
judicious 5 and, balancing the catholics with the 
hugonots, the duke o f Guife with the prince o f  
Conde, ihe endeavoured to render herielf necefTary 
to both, and to eftabliih her own dominion on their 
conftrained obedience f. But the equal counterpoife 
o f power, which, ’ among Foreign nations, is the 
iburce o f tranquillity, proves always the ground o f 
quarrel between domeitic factions ; and if  the sni- 
mofity o f religion concur with the frequent occafions 
which prefent themfelves o f mutual injury, it is im- 
poffible, during any time, to preferve a firm con
cord in fo delicate a fituation. T he conftahk,

e Haynes, vol, i, p, 280, *83, 284, ? DàYjia, lib. it.
* r Montmo-
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Montmorency* moved by zeal for the ancient faith*

Navarre, from his inconftant temper, and his jea- , 56S.' 
loufy o f the fuperior genius o f  his brother, embraced 
the fame party: And Catherine* finding herfelf de- 
preffed by this combination, had recourfe to Conde 
and the hugonots* who gladly embraced the oppor
tunity o f fortifying themfelves by her countenance 
and protection s. A n  edi£t had been publiflied, 
granting a toleration to the proteftants ; but the in- 
terefted violence o f the duke of Guile, covered with 
the pretence o f  religious zeal* broke through this 
agreement; and the two parties, after the fallacious 
tranquillity o f a moment, renewed their mutual infults 
and injuries. Conde,Coligni, Andelot, aftembled their 
friends, and flew to arm s; Guife and Montmorency 
got poifeifion o f the king’s perfon, and conftrained 
the queen-regent to embrace their party: Fourteen 
armies were levied and put in motion in different 
parts, of France h: Each province, each city, each 
family, was agitated with inteftine rage and animo- 
iity. T h e  father was divided againft the Ion; bro
ther againft brother; and women themfelves, facri- 
ficing their humanity as well as their timidity to the 
religious fury, diftinguifhed themfelves by aCts of 
ferocity and valour k Wherever the hugonots pre
vailed, the images were broken, the altars pillaged, 
the churches demolifhed, the monafteries confumed 
with fire : Where fuccefs attended the catholics, 
they burned the bibles, re-baptized the infants, 
conftrained married perfons to pafs anew through 
the nuptial ceremony: And plunder, deiolation* and 
bloodfhed attended equally the triumph o f both par
ties. T he parliament o f Paris itfelfj the feat o f  law 
and juftice, inftead o f employing its authority to 
compofe thefe fatal quarrels, publilhed an edi£t, by 
which it put the fword into the hands o f the enraged

$ Davila, lib. iii, * Father Paul, lib, vii, * Ibid.
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multitude, and empowered the catholics every where 
to mafiacre the hugonots k : And it was'during this 
period, when rfien began to be fomewhat: enlighten
ed, and in this nation, renowned fbr poliihed man^ 
ners, that fhe theological rage, which had long been 
boiling in men’s veins, feems to have attained its laft 
ftage of virulence and ferocity. ,

P h i l i p ,  jealous of the progrefs which the hugo^ 
nots made in France, and dreading that the conta
gion would fpread into the L ow  Country provinces, 
had formed a fecret alliance with the princes o f 
Guife, and had entered into a mutual concert for 
the prote&ion o f the ancient faith, and the fup^ 
prefiion of herefy. H e now fent fix thoufand men, 
with,feme fupply o f money, to reinforce the catholic 
party; and the prince o f Conde, finding himfelf un
equal to fo great a combination, countenanced by 
the royal authority, was obliged to diipatch the V i- 
'dame o f Chartres and Briguemaut to London, in 
order to crave the afiiftance and prote&ion o f  E li
zabeth, Moft of the province o f  Normandy was 

Havre de pofTeiTed by the hugonots: And Conde offered to 
Grace put pUt f^avre Grace into the hands o f the Engliih ;in poiTeL- e ■ -
iion of the on condition that, together with three thoufand men 
£ngUib. for the garrifon o f that place, the queen Ihould like- 

wife fend over three thoufand to defend Dieppe and 
Rouen* and fhould furniih the prince with a fupply 
o f a hundred thoufand crowns

E l i z a b e t h , befides the general and eflential in- 
- tereft of fupporting the proteftants, and oppofing the 

rapid progrefs o f her enemy the duke o f Guife, had 
other motives which, engaged her to accept o f this 
propofal. When fhe concluded the peace at Cateau- 
Cambrefis, flie had good reafon to forefee that France 
never would voluntarii^ fulfil the article which re
garded the reftitution o f Calais; and many fubfe- 
quent incidents had tended to confirm this fufpicion, 
Confklerable fums o f money had been expended on

, fc FatherPauJ, lib, vii, Haynes, p. 391. 1 Forbes, vol. ii. p*4-S.
the



the fortifications; long leafes had been granted o f xxx^x ‘ 
the lands ; and many inhabitants had Been en- 
couraged to build and fettle there, by affurances that jsgz/  ~ 
Calais ihould never be reftored to the English m.
T h e  queen therefore wifely concluded, that, could 
ihe get poffeffion o f H avre, a place which com
manded the mouth o f the Seine, and was o f greater 
importance than Calais, ihe ihould eafily conftrain 
the French to execute the treaty, and ihould have 
the glory o f reftoring to the crown that ancient pof- 
ieffion, fo much the favourite of the nation.

N o  meafure could be more generally odious in 
France, than the conclufion o f this treaty with E li
zabeth. Men were naturally led to compare the * 
conduit o f  Guife, who had finally expelled the 
Englilh, and had debarred thefe dangerous and de- 
ftruitive enemies from all accefs into France, with 
the treaionable politics o f Conde, who had again 
granted them an entrance into the heart, o f  the king
dom. T h e prince had the more reafon to repent o f 
this meafure, as he reaped not from it all the ad
vantage which he expected. Three thoufahd 
Englilh immediately took poiTeffion o f Havre and 
Dieppe, under the command o f fir .Edward P o ll
ings $ but the latter place was found , fo little capable 
o f  defence, that it was immediately abandoned n.
T h e  liege o f Rouen was already formed by the ca
tholics, under the command of the king o f Navarre 
and M ontm orency; and it was with difficulty that 
Poinings could throw a fmall reinforcement into the 
place. Though thefe Epgliih troops behaved with 
gallantry and though the king o f  Navarre was 
mortally wounded during the fiege, thê  catholics ftill 
continued the attack o f  the place, and carrying it at 
laft by affault, put the whole garrifon to the fword.
T h e  earl o f  W arwic, eldeft fon o f the late duke o f 
Northumberland, arrived foon after at Havre with
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7*
another body o f  three thoufand Englilh, and took 
on him the command o f the place.

I t was expected that the French catholics, fluihed 
with their fuccefs at Rouen, would immediately 
have formed the fiege of Havre, which was not as 
yet in any condition o f defence ; but the inteftine 
diforders o f the kingdom foon diverted their atten
tion to another enterprife. Andelot, feconded by 
the negotiations o f Elizabeth, had levied a con
siderable body o f proteftants in Germ any; and 
having arrived at Orleans, the feat o f the ltugonots’ 
power, he enabled the prince o f Conde and the 
admiral to take the field, and oppofe the progrefs 
o f  their enemies. After threatening Paris during 
fome time, they took their march towards N or
mandy, with a view o f engaging the Engliih to aft 
in conjunction with them, and o f fortifying them- 
felves by the farther afliftance which they expefted 
from the zeal and vigour o f Elizabeth L\ T h e ca
tholics, commanded by the eonftable, and under 
him by the duke o f Guife, followed on their rear; 
and, overtaking them at Dreux, obliged them to 
give battle. T h e field was fought with great obftL 
nacy on both fides: And the aftion was diftin- 
guiihed by this fingular event, that Conde and 
Montmorency, the commanders o f the oppofite 
armies, fell both o f them prifoners into the hands 
o f their enemies. T he appearances o f vlftory re
mained with G uiie; but the admiral, whofe fate it 
ever was to be defeated, and ftill to rife more ter
rible after his misfortunes, collected the remains o f 
the army ; and infpiring his own unconquerable 
courage and conftancy into every breaft, kept them 
in a body, and fubdued fome confiderable places in 
Normandy. Elizabeth, the better to fopport his 
cauie, fent him a new fupply o f a hundred thoufand 
frowns; and offered, if  he could find merchants to
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lend him the money, to give her bond for another €M*.a -p - 
fum of equal amountq. x x x  x,̂

T he expenees incurred by aiiifting the French 1563. 
hugonots had emptied the queen's exchequer; 
and, in order to obtain lupply, fhe found herfelf ênt. 
under a neceffity of fummoning a parliament: A n  
expedient to which fhe never willingly had recourfe.
A  little before the meeting o f this aiiembly ihe had 
fallen into a dangerous illnefs, the imall-pox 5 
and as her life, during fome time, was defpaired 
of, the people became the more fenfible of their 
perilous fituation, derived from the uncertainty 
which, in cafe o f  her demife, attended the fucceffion 
o f  the crown. T h e partifans of the queen of Scots, 
and thofe o f the houfe o f Suffolk, already divided 
the nation into fa&ions; and every one forefaw, 
that, though it might be poffible at prefent to de
termine the controveriy by law, yet, if  the throne 
were vacant, nothing but the fword would be able to 
fix a fucceiior. T he commons, therefore, on the 
opening o f the feiiion, voted an addreis to the 
queen; in which, after enumerating the dangers 
attending a broken and doubtful fucceffion, and men
tioning the evils which their fathers had experienced 
from the contending titles o f  Y o rk  and Lancaiter, 
they entreated the queen to put an end to their ap- 
preheniions, by choofing fome huiband, whom, 
they promifed, whoever he were, gratefully to re
ceive, and faithfully to ferve, honour, and o b ey:
O r, if  ihe had entertained ; any reluitance to the 
married ftate, they defired that the lawful fucceffor 
might be named, at leaft appointed, by act o f par
liament. T hey remarked that, during all the reigns 
which had palled fince the conqueft, the nation had 
never before been lo unhappy as not to know the 
perfon who, in cafe o f die fovereign’s death, was

, 5 Fprbps, vol. ii. p. 3 « , 34.7.
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c  H A  P. legally entitled to fill the vacant throne. And they
tXXXIX ', obfervedy that the fixed order which took place in 

inheriting the French monarchy, was one chief 
fource of the ufual tranquillity, as well as o f  the 
happineis o f that kingdom r.

T hi s  fubjetl, though extremely interefting to 
the nation, was very little agreeable to the queen* 
and fhe was fenfible that great difficulties would 
attend every decifion. A  declaration in favour of 
the queen of Scots would form a fetdement per- 
feilly  legal* becaufe that princefs was commonly 
allowed to poflefs the right o f blood; and the ex- 
clufion given by Henry’s will, deriving its weight 
chiefly from an aft o f  parliament, would lofe all 
authority, whenever the queen and parliament had 
made a new fetdement, and reftored the Scot- 
tifh line to its place in the fucceifion. But ihe 
dreaded giving encouragement to th e. catholics, 
her fecret enemies, by this declaration. She was 
fenfible that every heir was, in fome degree, a rival* 
much, more one* who enjoyed a claim for the pre- 
fent pofieffion of the crown, and who had already 
advanced, in a very open manner, thefe dangerous 
pretenfions. T he great power o f Mary, both from 
the favour of the catholic princes, and her connec
tions with the houfe o f  Guife, not to mention the 
force and fituation o f Scotland, was well known to 
her* and fhe faw no fecurity that this princefs, i f  
fortified by a fure profped: o f  fucceffion, would not 
revive claims which ihe could never yet be pre
vailed on formally to relinquifh. On the other 
hand, the tide o f the houfe o f Suffolk was fup- 
ported by the more zealous proteftants only * and it 
was very doubtful, whether even a parliamentary 
declaration in its favour would beftow on it fuch 
validity as to give fatisfaftion to the people. T h e

r Sir Simon D'Ewe$*s Joum. p. Si,
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republican part o f the conftitution had not yet ac* c  h a p * 
quired fuch an afcendant as to control, in any X- XIX  ̂
degree, the ideas of hereditary right; and as the I5g3. 
legality o f Henry’s will was ftill difputed, though 
founded on the utmoft authority which a parliament 
could confer; who could be allured that a more 
recent a d  would be acknowledged to have greater 
validity ? In the frequent revolutions which had 
o f  late taken place, the right o f blood had ftill 
prevailed over religious prejudices; and the nation 
had ever ihewn itfelf dilpofed rather to change its 
faith than the order of fucceflion. Even many pro- 
teftants declared themfelves in favour o f  M ary’s 
claim of inheritance5; ( and nothing would occafion 
more general difguft, than to fee the queen, openly 
and without referve, take part againft it. T he 
Scottiih princeis alio, finding herfelf injured in fo 
fenfible a point, would thenceforth a d  as a declared 
enemy ; and, uniting together her foreign and do- 
meftic friends, the partiians o f her prefent title and o f 
her eventual fucceflion, would foon bring matters to 
extremities againft the prefent eftabliihment. T h e 
queen, weighing all thefe inconveniencies, which 
were great and urgent, was determined to keep 
both parties in awe, by maintaining ftill an am
biguous condud; and ihe rather chofe that the 
people ihould run the hazard o f contingent events, 
than that ihe herfelf Ihould vifibly endanger her 
throne,, by employing expedients, which, at belt, 
would not beftow entire fecurity on the nation.
She gave, therefore, an evaiive anfwer to the ap
plications o f  the commons; and when the houfe, at 
the end o f the feifion, defired, by the mouth o f their 
fpeaker, farther fatisfadion on that head, Ihe could 
not be prevailed on to make her reply more ex
plicit. She only told them, contrary to her decla
rations in the beginning o f her reign, that ihe had
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c  H AP; fixed no abfolute refolution againft marriage; and 
xxxrx^ that the difficulties attending the queftion

1563. o f the fucceffion were fo great, that ihe would be 
contented, for the fake o f her people, to remain 
fome time longer in this vale o f mifery 5 and never 
ffiould deparr life with fatisfaftion, till fhe had laid 
fome folid foundation for their future fecurity h 

T he moft remarkable law paffed this feifion, was 
that which bore the title o f AJfurance o f the queen's 
royal power over a ll ftates and Juljeots within her 
dominions \  By this aft, the afferting twice, by 
writing, word, or deed, the pope's authority, was 
fubjefted to the penalties o f treafon. A ll perfons in 
holy orders were bound to take the oath o f  fu- 
premacy ; as alfo all who were advanced to any de
gree, either in the univeriitles or in common law; 
all fchool-mailers, officers in court, or members of 
parliament: And the penalty o f their fecond refufal 
was treafon. The firft- offence, in both cafes, was 
puniihed by baniihment and forfeiture. T his ri
gorous ftatute was not extended to any o f the degree 
o f  a baron ; becaufe it was not fuppofed that the 
queen could entertain any doubt with regard to the 
fidelity o f perfons poffeffed o f fueh high dignity. 
Lord Montacute made oppofition to the bill; and 
afferted, in favour of the catholics, that they difputed 
not, they preached not, they difobeyed not the queen, 
they caufed no trouble, no tumults among the peo
ple It is however probable that fome fuipicions 
o f  their fecret confpiracies had made the queen and 
parliament increafe their rigour againft them; though 
it is alio more than probable that they were miftaken 
in the remedy.

T here was likewife another point, in which the 
parliament, this feifion, ffiewed more the; goodnefs 
o f their intention, than the foundnefs o f their judg
ment. They paffed a law againft fond and fantaftical

f Sir Simon D’Ewes’ s Journal, p. 75, u j  Jiliz, c. 1«
w Strype, vo], i. p. 360*
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prophecies, which had been obferved to feduce the c H A 
people into rebellion and diforder * : But at the fame x x x lx ^ 
time they ena&ed a ftatute, which was moft likely 1563. 
to increate thefe and fuch like fuperftitions : It was 
levelled againft conjurations,enchantments, and witch
craft7. Witchcraft and herefy are two crimes* which 
commonly increafe by punifhment, and never are fo 
effe&ually fuppreifed as by being totally neglefted.
After the parliament had granted the queen a fupply 
o f  one fubfidy and two fifteenths, the feffion was 
finiihed by a prorogation. T h e convocation like- 
wife voted the queen a fubfidy o f fix ihillings in the 
pound, payable in three years.

W h i l e  the Englifh parties exerted thefe calm 
efforts againft each other, in parliamentary votes 
and debates, the* French faftions, enflamed* to the 
higheft degree o f animofity, continued that cruel 
war, which their intemperate zeal, aftuated by the 
ambition o f  their leaders, had kindled in the king
dom. T he admiral was fuccefsful in reducing the 
towns o f Normandy which held for the king; but 
he frequently complained, that thè numerous gar- 
rifon o f H avre remained totally inactive, and was 
not employed in any military operation againft the 
common enemy. The queen, in taking pofteifion 
o f that place, had publiihed a manifeftoz, in which 
ihe pretended, that her concern for the interefts o f 
the French king had engaged her in that meafure, 
and that her foie intention was to oppofe her enemies 
o f the houfe o f Guife, who held their prince in cap
tivity, and employed his power to the deftru&ion o f 
his bell and moft faithful fubjefts. It was chiefly 
her defire to preferve appearances, joined to the 
great frugality o f her temper, which made her, at 
this critical juniture, keep her foldiers in garrifon, 
and refirain them from committing farther hoftilities

* 5 Elia, c. i j , y Ibid. c. 16. * Forbes, voi. ii.
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c h a p , upon the enemy % T h e duke o f Guife, meanwhile,
x x x ix , was a mortal blow at the power o f  the hu-

»563. gonots; and had commenced the fiege o f  Orleans, 
o f  which Andelot was governor, and where the 
conftable was detained prifoner. H e had the pro- 
fpeft o f fpeedy fuccefs in this undertaking 5 when 
he was affaffinated by Poltrot, a young gentleman, 
whole zeal, mitigated' (as is pretended, though with
out any certain foundation) by the admiral, and 
Beza, a famous preacher, led him to attempt that 
criminal enterprise. The death of this gallant prince 
was a fenfible lofs to the catholic party; and though 
the cardinal o f Lorraine, his brother, ftill fupported 
the interefts o f the family, the danger o f their pro- 
grefs appeared not fo imminent either to Elizabeth- 
or to the French proteilants. T he union, therefore, 
between thefe allies; which had been cemented by 
their common fears, began thenceforth to be lefs 
intimate; and the leaders o f the hugonots were 
perfuaded to hearken to terms of a feparate accom
modation. Conde and Montmorency held confer
ences for fettling the peace ; and as they were both 
.of them impatient to relieve themfelves from cap
tivity, they foon came to an agreement with regard 
to the conditions. The character o f the queen- 
regent, whofe ends were always violent, but who en
deavoured, by fubtilty and policy, rather than force, 
to attain them, led her to embrace any plaulible 
terms; and, in fpite of the proteftations o f the ad
miral, whole fagacity could eafily difcover the trea
chery o f the court, the articles o f agreement were 
finally fettled between the parties. A  toleration, 
under fbme reftri&ions, was anew granted to the 
proteilants; a general amnefly was publifhed; Conde, 
was reinftated in his offices and governments ; and 
after money was advanced for -the payment o f  ar-
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rears due to the German troops, they were difmiffed C H A P ,  the kingdom. _ xxxix^
By  the agreement between Elizabeth and the 1563, 

prince of Condé it had been ftipulatedb, that neither 
party Ihould conclude peace without the confent of 
the other; but this article was at preient but little 
regarded by the leaders of the French proteftants.
They only comprehended her fo far in the treaty, 
as to obtain a promife, that, on her relinquiihing 
Havre, her charges, and the money which fhe had 
advanced them, ihould be repaid her by the king 
of France, and that Calais, on the expiration of 
the term, Ihould be reftored to her. But ihe 
dained to accept of thefe conditions ; and thinking , 
the pofTeflion of Havre a much better pledge for 
effecting her purpofe, ihe fent Warwic orders to 
prepare himfeif againft an attack from the now 
united power of the French monarchy.

T he earl of Warwic, who commanded agarriibn 
of fix choufand men, befides feven hundred pioneers, 
had no fooner got poffeilion of Havre, than he em
ployed every means for putting it in a pofture of 
defence cj and after expelling the French from the 
town, he encouraged his foldiers to make the moil 
defperate defence againft the enemy. The confiable 
commanded the French army 3 the queen-regent 
herfelf, and the king, were prelent in the camp; 
even the prince of Condé joined the king's forces, 
and gave countenance to this enterprife; the ad
miral and Andelot alone, anxious ftill to preferve 
the friendihip of Elizabeth, kept at a diftance, and 
prudently refufed to join their ancient enemies in 
an attack upon their allies.

F r o m  the force, and diipofitions, and fituarions 
o f  both fides, it was expedited that the liege would 
be attended with lome memorable event; yet did 
France make a much eafier acquifition o f this im-

* Forbes, voi, ii. p. 79. ■  Ibid. p. 158.
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c h a p , portant place, than was at firft apprehended. The 
XXXIX\ plague creeped in among the Englifh foldiers ; and 

being increafed by their fatigue and bad diet (for 
they were but ill fupplied with provifions *), it made 
fuch ravages, that fometimes a hundred men a-day 
died of it, and there remained not at laft fifteen 
hundred in a condition to do duty6. The French, 
meeting with inch feeble refiftance, carried on their 
attacks fuccefsfully ; and having made two breaches, 
each of them fixty feet wide, they prepared for a ge
neral affault, which muft have terminated in the 
daughter of the whole garrifonf. Warwic, who 
had frequently warned the Engliih council of the 
danger, and who had loudly demanded a fupply of 

Havre ioft, men and provifions, found himfelf obliged to ca- 
aStii July. pitu]ate3 and to content himfelf with the liberty of 

withdrawing his garrifon. The articles were no fooner 
figned, than lord Clinton, the admiral, who had 
been detained by contrary winds, appeared off the 
harbour with a reinforcement of three thoufand men j 
and found the place furrendered to the enemy. T o  
increafe the misfortune, the infedted army brought 
the plague with them into England, where it fwept 
off great multitudes, particularly in the city of Lon
don. Above twenty thoufand perfons there died of 
it in one yearg.

E l i z a b e t h , whole ufual vigour and forefight 
had not appeared in this tranfa&ion, was now glad 
to compound matters ; and as the queen-regent dé
fi red to obtain leifure, in order to prepare meafures 
for the extermination of the hugonots, ihe readily 
hearkened to any reafonable terms of accommo
dation with England \  It was agreed, that the 
hoftages which the French had given for the refti- 

£<s April, tution of Calais, Ihould be reftored for 220,000

d Forhesj vol. n. p. 377. 49g. ' .fi Ibid. p. 450. 45S.
* Ibid. p. 49S, g See note [F] at the end of the volume«
* Davtia, lib. iii.
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crowns; and that both Tides Ihould retain all their 
claims and. pretenfions.

T h e  peace ftill continued with Scotland; and 
even a cordial frieridihip feemed to have been ce
mented between Elizabeth and Mary. _ TheTe 
princefles made profeffion of the moft entire af- 
feilion ;' wrote amicable letters every week to 
each other; and had adopted, in all appearance, 
the fentiments as well as ftyle of filters. Elizabeth 
punifhed one Hales, who had publifhed a book 
againft Mary’s tide1; and as the lord keeper Bacon 
was thought to have encouraged Hales in this un
dertaking, he fell under her difpleafure, and it was 
with Tome difficulty he was able to give her fatif- 
faftion, and recover her favour k. The two queens 
had agreed in the foregoing fummer to an in-, 
ter view at Y o rk 1; in order to remove all diffi
culties with regard to Mary’s ratification of the 
treaty of Edinburgh, and to confider of the proper 
method for fettling the fucceflion of England : Buc 
as Elizabeth carefully avoided touching on this der 
licate fubjeft, ilie employed a pretence of the wars 
in France, which, ihe faid, would detain her in 
London; and Ihe delayed till next year the in
tended interview. , It is alfo probable, that, being 
well acquainted with the beauty and addrefs and 
accomplifhments of Mary, ihe did not chufe to ftand 
the comparifon with regard to thofe exterior quali
ties, in which ihe was eclipfea by herfival; and 
was unwilling, that a princefs, - who had already made 
great progrefs in the efteem and affections of the 
Englifh, fhould have a farther opportunity of in- 
creafing the number of her partifans.

M a rk ’ s clofe connections with the houfe of 
Guife, and her devoted attachment to her uncles, by 
whom ihe hacLJjeen early educated arid conftandy 
protected, wasthe ground of juft and unfurmount-

E L I  Z A B E T  H.
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c h A P. able jealoufy to Elizabeth, who regarded them as her
* x x lx -t mortal and declared enemies, and was well ac- 

jjgj, quainted with their dangerous character and ambi
tious projefts. They had made offer o f their niece 
to don Carlos, Philip’s (on; to the king o f Sweden* 
the king of Navarre, the archduke Charles, the 
duke of Ferrara, the cardinal of Bourbon, who had 
only taken deacon’s orders, from which he might 
eafily be freed by a diipenfation i and they were 
ready to marry her to any one who could ftrengthen 
their interefts, or give inquietude and difturbance 
to Elizabeth Elizabeth on her part was equally 
vigilant to prevent the execution of their fchemes, and 
was particularly anxious, left Mary ihould form any 
powerful foreign alliance, which might tempt her to 
revive her pretenfions to the crown, and to invade 
the kingdom on the fide where it was weakeft and 
lay mo ft expofed11. As ihe believed that the mar
riage with the archduke Charles was the one moil 
likely to have place, ihe ufed every expedient to 
prevent i t ; and befides remonftrating againft it to 
Mary herfelf, fhe endeavoured to draw off the arch
duke from that purfuit, by giving him fome hopes 
of fuccefs in his pretenfions to herfelf and by in
viting him to a renewal of the former treaty of 
marriage She always told the queen of Scots, 
that nothing would fatisfy her but her eipoufing fome 
Engliih nobleman, who would remove all grounds 
of jealoufy, and cement the union between the king-* 
doms; and ihe offered on this condition to have 
her tide examined, and to declare her fuccefifor to 
the crownp. After keeping the matter in thefe 
general terms during a twelvemonth, ihe at laft 
named lord Robert Dudley, now created earl of 
Leicefter, as the perfon on whom ihe defired that 
Mary’s choice ihould fall.

m Forbes, vol. ii, p. 287. Strype, vol. i. p. 400. »» Keith,
p, 247. 284. ° M elvil, p, 4 1 . P K eith , p. 243. 249.
* 59* * 6S-
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T he earl of Leicefter, the great and powerful 
favourite of Elizabeth, pofFeffed all thofe exterior 
qualities which are naturally alluring to the fair fex 3 
a handfome perfbn, a polite addrefs, an iniinuating 
behaviour; and by means of thefe accompliihments, 
he had been able to blind even the penetration of 
Elizabeth, and conceal from her the great defedts, 
or rather odious vices, which attended his character. 
He was proud, infolent, interefted, ambitious; 
without honour, without generofity, without hu
manity ; and atoned not for thefe bad qualities, by 
fuch abilities or courage, as could fit him for that 
high truft and confidence, with which fhe always 
honoured him. Her conftant and declared attach
ment to him had naturally emboldened him to afpire 
to her bed; and in order to make way for thele 
nuptials, he was univerfally believed to have mur
dered, in a barbarous manner, his wife, the heireis 
of one Robefart. The propofal of eipoufing Mary 
was by no means agreeable to him 3 and he always 
afcribed it to the contrivance of Cecil, his enemy j 
who, he thought, intended by that artifice to make 
him lofe the friendfhip of Mary from the temerity 
of his pretenfions, and that of Elizabeth from jea- 
loufy of his attachments to another woman l  The 
queen herfelf had not any ferious intention of eff 
fefting this marriage j but as ihe was defirous that 
the queen of Scots ihould never have any hufband, 
file named a man, who, fhe believed, was not 
likely to be accepted o f3 and fhe hoped, by that 
means, to gain time, and elude the projeft of any 
other alliance. The earl of Leicefter was too great 
a favourite to be parted with 3 and when Mary, al
lured by the profpeft of being declared fueceflor to 
the crown, feemed at laft to hearken to Elizabeth's 

„propofal, this princefs receded from her offers, and
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c h AP. withdrew the bait which fhe had thrown out W her 
tXXXIX*t rivalr. This duplicity of: conduit, joined to fome 

appearance of an imperious fuperiority, affumed by 
her, had drawn a peevifh letter from Mary; and 
the ieemingly amicable correfpondence between the 
two queens was, during fome time, interrupted. 
In order to make up the breach, the queen of Scots 
difpatched fir James Melvil to London; who has 
given us in his memoirs a particular account o f his 
negotiation.

M e l v i l  was an agreeable courtier, a man of ad- 
drefs and converfation ; and it was recommended to 
him by his miftrefs, that, befides grave reafonings 
concerning politics and Hate-affairs, he fhould in
troduce more entertaining topics of converfation, 
fuitable to the fprightiy chara&er of Elizabeth ; and 
Ihould endeavour by that means to infinuate him- 
felf into her confidence. . He fucceeded fo well, 
that he threw that artful princefs entirely off her 
guards; and made her difcover the bottom of her 
lie art, full of all thofe levities and follies and ideas 
of rivalfhip, which pofiefs the youngeft and moil: 
frivolous of her fex. He talked to her of his tra
vels, and forgot not to mention the different dreifes 
of the -ladies in different countries, and the parti
cular advantages of each, in fetting off the beauties 
of the fliape and perfcn. The queen faid, that fhe 

’ had dreifes of all countries;. and fhe took care thence  ̂
Torth to meet the ambaffador every day. apparelled 
in a different habit: Sometimes fhe was dreffed in 
the Englifh garb, fometimes in the . French, feme- . 
times in the Italian; and fhe aiked him, which of 
them became her moil ? .He anfwered the Italian; 
a reply that, he knew, would be agreeable to her, 
becaufe that mode ihowed to advantage her flowing 
locks, which he remarked, though they were more

* Keith, p. z$g3 270. Appendix, p, 158. Strype, vol. i. p. 414.
* Haynes, p. 447.
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red than yellow, ihe fancied to be the fineft in the .C-H. A  P. 
world. She deftred to know of him what was re- x x x lx  ̂
puted the befl colour of hair : She afked whether 1564. - 
his queen or fhe had the fineft hair: She even en
quired which of them he efteemed the faireft perfon:
A  very delicate queftion, and which he prudently 
eluded, by faying, that her majefty was the faireft 
perfon in England, and his miftrefs in Scotland.
She next demanded which of them was talleft: He 
replied, his queen : Then is. ihe too tall, faid Eliza- „ 
beth : For I myfelf am of a quft ftature. Having 
learned from him, that his miftrefs fometimes re
created herfelf by playing on the harpfichord, an 
inftrument on which ihe herfelf excelled, ihe gave 
orders to lord Hunfdon, that he fhould lead the 
ambafTador, as it were cafually, into an apartment, 
where he: might hear her perform ; and when Mel- 
vil, as if faviihed with the harmony, broke into the 
queen’s apartment, fhe pretended to be diip$eafcd 
with his intrufion i but ftill took care to aik him, 
whether he thought Mary or her the belt performer 
on that inftrument1 l  From the whole of her be
haviour, Melvil thought he might, on his return, 
allure his miftrefs, that fhe had no reafon ever to 
expert any cordial friendihipTrom Elizabeth, and 
that all her profeffions of amity were full of falfehood 
and diffimulation.

A fter two years had been fpent in evaftons and 
artifices u, Mary’s fubje&s and counfellors, and pro
bably herfelf, began to think it full time that fome 
marriage were concluded} and lord Darnley, fon of 
the earl of Lenox, was the perfon in wThom moft 
men’s opinions and wifhes centered. He was Mary’s 
coufin-german, by the lady Margaret Douglas, niece 
to Harry V III, and daughter of the earl of Angus, 
by Margaret queen of Scotland. He had been 
born and educated in England, where the earl of
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C H A P- Lenox had conftantly refided, fince he had been ba-
xxxiX- nj]Qiecj ^  the prevailing power of the houfe of Ha- 

milton: And as D ar niey was now in his twentieth 
year* and was a very comely perfon, tall and delicately 
ill aped, it was hoped that he might foon render 
himfelf agreeable to the queen of Scots. He was 
alfo by his father a branch o f  the fame family with 
herfelf; and would, in efpbufing her, preferve the 
royal dignity in the houfe of Stuart: He was, after 
her, next heir to the crown of England; and thofe 
who pretended to exclude her on account of her be
ing a foreigner, had endeavoured to recommend his 
title, and give it the preference. It feemed no in- 
confiderable advantage, that ihe could, by marry
ing, unite both their claims 5 and as he was by 
birth an Englifliman, and could not, by his power 
or alliances, give any ground of fufpicion to Eliza
beth, it was hoped that the propofal of this mar
riage would not be unacceptable to that jealous 
princefs.

E l i z a b e t h  was well informed of thefe inten
tions wy  and was fecretly not difpleafed with ;the 
projefted marriage between Darnley and the queen 
of Scots*. She would rather have wiihed that 
Mary had continued for ever in a Angle life: But 
finding little probability of rendering this fcheme 
effedual, ihe was, fatisfied with a choice,, which 
freed her at once from the dread* of a foreign al
liance, and from the neceffity of parting with Lei- 
ceiter, her favourite. In order to pave the way to 
Darnley’s marriage, ihe fecretly defired Mary to 
invite Lenox into Scotland, to reverfe his attainder, 
and to reftore him to his honours and fortune7. 
And when her requeft lyas complied with, ihe took 
care, in order to preferve the friendihip of the Ha- 
rmltons and her other partifans in Scotland, to 
blame openly this condud of Maryz. Hearing

w Keith, p. z 6 u  * Ibid. p. aSo. 282. Jebb, vol. ii.
p. 46. y Keith, p. 255. 259. 27*. *  Metvil, p. 42,

that
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E L I Z A B E  T H.
that thé negotiation for Darnley’s marriage ad- à
vanced apace, fhe gave that nobleman permiifionv . )
on his fir ft application, to follow his father into 1564; , 
Scotland: But no fooner did ihe learn that the 
queen of Scots was taken with his figure and perfcn, 
and that all meafures were fixed for elpoufing him; 
thaii fhe exclaimed agäinft the marriage fient T hrog
morton to order Darnley immediately, upon his al
legiance, to return to England ; threw the cöuntefs 
of Lenox and her fécond fon into the Tower, where 
they fuifered a rigorous confinement; feized all 
Lenox's Englifh eftatè ; and though it was impof- , ^
fible for her to affign one fingle reafon for her d iL  
pleafure% fhe menaced, and protefted, and com- *8th July, 
plained, as if  Hie had fuffered the irnoft grievous 
injury in the world.

T he politics o f Elizabeth, though judicious, 
were ufually full o f  duplicity and artifice ; but never 
more fo than in her tranfa£Hons with the queen o f 
Scots, where there entered fo many little paillons 
and narrow jealoufies, that fhe dürft not avow to 
the world the reäfons o f her conduct, fcarcely to her 
miiiifters, and fcarcely even to herfelf But befides 
a womanifh rivaifhip and envy againft the marriage 
o f  this princeis, fhe had fome motives o f intereft 
for feigning a diipleafure on the prefent occafion.
It ferved her as a pretence for refilling to acknow
ledge Mary's title to the fucceffion o f England; 
a point to which, for good reafons, ihe was deter
mined never to confenr. A nd it was ufeful to her 
for a purpofe ftill more unfriendly and dangerous, 
for encouraging the diicon tents and rebellion of the
Scottifh nobility and ecclefiaftics \¥

N othing can be more unhappy for a people than 
to be governed by a lovereign attached to a religion 
different from the eftabliihed ; and it is fcarcely 
poftlble that mutual confidence can ever, in iucLa

8 Keith, p. 274, 275. b Ibid, p, 290.
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88 H I S T O R Y O F E N GL A N D.
C  fi  AP» fituation, have place between the prince and his fub- 
* XXiXj  je&s. Mary's conduft had been hitherto, in every 
>565, ; reipebt, unexceptionable, and even laudable ; yet 

had fhe not made fuch progrefs in acquiring popu- 
. larity, as might have been expected from her gra

cious deportment and agreeable aecompiiih merits. 
Sufpicions every moment prevailed on account of 
her attachment to the catholic faith, and eipecially 

' to her uncles, the open and avowed promoters of 
the fcheme for exterminating the profeiiors of the 
reformed religion throughout all Europe. She frill 
refilled to ratify the acts of parliament which had 
efrabliihed the reformation; fhe made attempts for 
refroring to the catholic biiliops ibrne part o f  their 
civil j'urifdtbnon c ; and fhe wrote a. letter to the 
council of Trent, in which, befides profeffing her 
attachment to the catholic faith, ihe took notice of 

■ her title to fucceed to the crown of England, and 
expreiTed her hopes o f  being able, in feme period, 
to bring back all her dominions to the bofom of the 
church4.' The zealotshamong the protefrants were 
not wanting, in their-turn, to exercife their info- 
lence againft her, which tended frill more to alienate 
her from their faith. - A  law was enabled, making 
it capital, on the very firft offence, to fay mafs any 
where, except in the queen's chapele ; and it was 
with difficulty that, even this final] indulgence was 
granted her: The general affembiy importuned her 
anew to change her religion ; to renounce the blaf- 
phemous idolatry o f the mafs, with the tyranny of 
the Roman Anrichrift; and to embrace the true re
ligion of Chrifr Jefusf. A s fhe anfwered with 
temper, that fhe was not yet convinced o f the 
faliky o f her religion or the impiety o f the mafs; 
and that her apoftacy would lofe heV the friend- 
ihip o f her allies on the continent; they replied,*

c Spotfwood, p, Ig3. <1 Father Paul, lib. vii. 
26S. f Ibid. p. 545. ICnox, p. 374. e Keith,

by







by affuring her, : that their religion was undoubtedly 
the fame which had been revealed by Jefiis Chrift, - :.x '^ 5y j, 
which had been preached by the apoftles, and which ¿5654 
had ,been embraced by the faithful in the primitive 
ages ; that neither the religion o f Turks, Jews, nor .
Papifts was built on fo folid a foundation as theirs ; 
that they alone, of all the various fpecies o f reli- 
gionifts fpread over the face o f the earth, were fo 
happy as to be poffeifed o f thé truth; that :thofe 
who hear, or rather who gaze on the mafs, allow 
facrilege, pronounce blafphemy, and commit mort 
abominable ; idolatry ; and that the friendship o f  the 
K ing .o.f kings was preferable to all the alliances in 
the worlds,
. T he marriage of the queen o f Scots had kindled The queen 

afrefn the zeal o f the reformers, becaufe the family marHes* 
o f Lenox was believed to adhere to the catholic the earl of 
faith; and though Darn ley, who now bore the -DarnIey* 
name of king Henry, went often to the eftabliihed 
church,. he could not, by this exterior compliance, , ' 
gain the confidence and regard o f  the eecleiiaftics.
T h ey  rather laid hold o f the opportunity to ,'infult 
him to his face ; and Knox fcrupled not to tell him 
from the pulpit, that God, for punifhment o f the 
offences and ingratitude o f the people, ' was wont to 
commit the rule over them to boys and women h.
T h e  populace of Edinburgh, infïigated by . fuch 
do&rines, began to meet and to affociate themfelves 
againft the government \  But what threatened 
more immediate danger to Mary's authority,; were 
the difcontents which prevailed among fome o f the 
principal nobility. —

T he duke o f Chatelrault was difpleafed with the 
reftoration, and (till more with the aggrandizement, 
o f the family of Lenox, his hereditary enemies; 
and entertained fears left his own eventual fucceffion 
to the crown o f Scotland fhould be excluded by his

? Keith, p, 550, 551. h Ibid. p. 5*6. Knox, p„ 381.■ ■
5 Knox, p. 377,
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C  H À  P- rival, who had formerly advanced forhe pretenfions 
x x x ix. tQ ^  The earl df Murray found his credit at court 

,J much dirxliniihed by the intereft o f  Lenox and his 
fon ; and began to apprehend the revocation o f fome 
eonfiderable grants* which he had obtained from 
M ary’s bounty. The earls o f Argyle, Rothes, and 
Glencairrie, the lords Boyde arid Ochiltry, Kirkaldy 
o f Grange, Pittarow, were iilftigated By like mo
tives ; and as thefe wère the perfons who had moft 
zealoufly promoted the reformation, they were dif- 
gufted to find that the queen’s favour was éntirely 
ingroffed by a new cabal, the earls o f Bothwel, 
Athole* Sutherland, and H untley; men who were 
efteemed either lukewarm in religious contro ver fy, 
or inclined to the catholic party. The fame ground 
o f  difeontent, which, in other courts, is the iòùrce 
o f  intrigue, faétion, and oppofition, commonly pro
duced in Scotland, either projefts o f affailination, or 
o f rebellion ; and befides mutual accufations o f  the 
former kind, which it is difficult to clear up k, thè 
malcontent lords, as foon as they fàw the queen’s 
marriage entirely refolved on, entered into a confe
deracy for taking arms againft their fovereign. 
They met at Stirling ; pretended an anxious concern 
for the fecurity of religion ; framed engagements for 
mutual defence; and made applications to E liza
beth for affiftance and protection h That princefs, 
after publiihing the expreffions o f her difpleafure 
againft the marriage, had fecretly ordered her am- 
baflkdors Randolf and Throgmorton, to give in her 
name fome promifes o f  fupport to the malcontents ; 
and had even fent them a fupply of ten thoufand 
pounds, to enable them to begin an irifurreétion m.

M ary was no fooner informed of the meeting at 
Stirling, and the movements of the lords, than Ihe

k See note [G ] at the end of the volume. * Keith, p. 293,
2.94. 300, 301. ni Knox, p. 380. Keith. Append, p. 164,
Anderibn, voi. Hi, p, 194.
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fummoried them to appear in court, in order to an- ^ ^ A P -  
fwer for their conduct3 and having levied fome . - j  
forces to execute the laws, ihe obliged the rebels to 1,565. 
leave the low countries, and take ihelter in A r- 
gylefhire. That ihe might more effectually cut off 
their refources, ihe proceeded with the king to Glaf- 
gow, and forced them from their retreat. They 
appeared at Paiiley in the neighbourhood with about 
a thoufand horfej and palling the queen's army, 
proceeded to Hamilton, thence to Edinburgh, 
which they entered without refiftance. They ex
pected great reinforcements in this place, from the 
efforts o f Knox and the feaitious preachers; and 
they beat their drums, defiring all men to enlift, 
and to receive wages for the defence o f God’s 
glory n. But the nation was in no difpofition for 
rebellion: Mary was efteerned and beloved: H er 
marriage was not generally difiigreeable to the peo
ple : And the interefted views o f the malcontent 
lords were fo well known, that their pretence o f zeal 
for religion had little influence even on the ignorant 
populace0. T he king and queen advanced to Edin
burgh at the head of their army: T he rebels were 
obliged to retire into the fouth; and being purfued 
by a force which now amounted to eighteen thou
fand men p, they found themfelves under a neceflity 
o f abandoning their country, and o f taking ihelter 
in England.

E l i z a b e t h ,  when ihe found the event fo much 
to difappoint her expectations, thought proper, to 
difavow'afl connexions with the Scottifh malcon
tents, and to declare every where, that ihe had ne
ver given them any encouragement, nor any pro- 
mife o f countenance or affiftance. She even carried 
farther her diflimulation and hypocrify. Murray 
had come to London, with the abbot o f Kilwinning, 
agent for Chatelrault; and ihe feduced them, by

11 Knoxj p* 381. 0 Ibid  ̂ p. 380. 385. P Ibid. p. 388.
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c h  AP/fecrct affurances o f prote&ion, to declare, before the 
x x x ix v  ambaffadors of France and Spain, that fhe had no- 

1565.' wife contributed to their infurredlion. N o fooner 
had ihe extorted this confeffion from them, than ihe 
chafed them from her prefence, called them unwor
thy traitors, declared that their dereftable rebellion 
was o f bad example to all princes; and affured 
them, that as ihe had hitherto given them no en
couragement, fo fhould they never thenceforth re
ceive from her any affiftance or prote&ion 
Throgmorton alone, whofe honour was equal to his 
abilities, could not be prevailed on to conceal the 
part which he had acted in the enterprife o f  the 
Scottiih rebels; and being well apprifed o f the ufual 
eharader and conduit of Elizabeth, he had had the 
precaution to obtain an order o f council to authorife 
the engagements which he had been obliged to make 
with them r.

T h e  baniihed lords, finding themfelves fo harflily 
treated by Elizabeth, had recourfe to the clemency 
o f their own fovereign; and after feme iolicitation 
and fome profeffions of fin cere repentance, the duke 
o f  Chatelrault obtained his pardon, on condition* 
that he iliould retire into France. Mary was more 
implacable againft the ungrateful earl o f Murray 
and the other confederates, on whom fhe threw the- 
chief blame of the enterprife; but as ihe was • con
tinually plied with applications from their friends, 
and as fome of her moft judicious partifans in E ng
land thought that nothing would more promote her 
interefts in that kingdom, than the gentle treatment 
o f men fo celebrated for their zeal againft the catholic 
religion ; ihe agreed to give way to her natural tem
per, which inclined not to feverity, and ihe feemed 
determined to reftore them to favour s. In this in
terval, Rambouillet arrived as ambaffador from

q Melvil, p. 57. Knox, p. 38S. Keith, p. 319. Crawford, p. 62, 63.
* MelviJ, p, 60. 8 Ibid. p. 59,60, 6j3 62, 63, Keith, p. 322.
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France, and brought her advice from her uncle, the 
cardinal o f Lorraine, to whofe opinion ihe always t- ' ‘f 
paid an extreme deference, by no means to pardon 1565. 
thefe proteilant leaders, who had been engaged in a 
rebellion againfl her E.

T h e  two religions, in France, as well as in other 
parts o f Europe, were rather irritated than tired 
with their afts of mutual violence; and the peace 
granted to the hugonots, as had been forefeen by 
Coligni, was intended only to lull them afleep, and 
prepare their way for their final and abfolute de- 
ltruftion. The queen'regent made a pretence o f 
travelling through the kingdom, in order to vifit the 
provinces, and correct all the abufes arifing from the 
late civil war; and after having held fome confer
ences on the frontiers with the duke of Lorraine and 
the duke o f Savoy, fhe came to Bayonne, where fhe 
was met by her daughter, the queen o f Spain, and 
the duke o f Alva. Nothing appeared in the congrefs 
o f thefe two fplendid courts, but gaiety, feftivity, 
love, and jo y ; but amidfl thefe fmiiing appearances 
were fecretly fabricated fchemes the moil; bloody, 
and the moft deftruftive to the repofe of mankind, 
that had ever been thought of in any age or nation.
N o lefs than a total and univerfal extermination of 
the proteftanes by fire and fword was concerted by 
Philip and Catherine o f Medicis; and Alva, agree
ably to his fierce and fanguinary difpofition, advifed 
the queen-regent to commence the execution of this 
project, by the immediate maifacre of all the leaders 
o f the hugonots But that princefs, though equally 
hardened againft every humane fentiment, would not 
forego this opportunity o f difplaying her wit and re
fined politics; and fhe pnrpoled, rather by treachery 
and diffimulation, which fhe called addrefs, to lead 
the proteflants into the fnare, and never to draw the 
fword till they were totally difabled from refiftance.

* Keith, p, 325. Melvil, p, 63, u Davila, lib. jii«
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C H A P . T he cardinal o f Lorraine, whofe chara&er bore a 
x x x ix . greater affinity to that o f Alva, was a chief author 

of this barbarous aflociation againft the reformers; 
and having connefted hopes o f fuccefs with the ag
grandizement of his niece, the* queen o f Scots, he 
took care, that her meafures fhould correipond to 
thofe violent counfels which were embraced by the 
other catholic princes. In confequence o f this fcheme, 
he turned her from the road of clemency, which ihe 
intended to have followed; and made her refolve on 
the total ruin of the banifhed lords1"’. A  parliament 
was fummoned at Edinburgh for attainting them; 
and as their guilt was palpable and avowed, no doubt 
was entertained but fentence would be pronounced 
againft them. It was by a ludden and violent inci
dent, which, in the ¡flue, brought on the ruin of 
Mary herfelfj that they were faved from the rigour 
o f the law.

T h e  marriage o f the queen o f Scots with lord 
D  arnley was fo natural, and fo inviting in all its cir- 
cumftances, that it had been precipitately agreed to 
by that princefs and her council; and while die was 
allured by his youth and beauty, and exterior ac- 
compiifhments, fhe had at firft overlooked the qua
lities o f his mind, which nowife correiponded to the 
excellence of his outward figure. Violent, yet va
riable in his refoiutions; infolent, yet crudulous and 
eafily governed by flatterers; he was deftitute o f all 
gratitude, becaufe he thought no favours equal to 
his merit; and being addicted to low pleafures, he 
was equally incapable of all true fentiments o f  love 
and tendernefs \  The queen o f Scots, in the firft 
effufions of her fondnefs, had taken a pleafure in ex
alting him beyond meafure: She had granted him 
the title of king; fhe had joined his name with her 
own in all public a£ts; ihe intended to have pro-

w Melvil, p. 63. Keith's Append, p. 176. 
329. Append, p. 163.

x Keith, p. 287.
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cured him from the parliament a matrimonial crown: CHAP.
But having leifure afterwards to remark his weaknefs t _  ̂
and vices, fhe began to fee the danger o f her profufe 
liberality, and was refolved thenceforth to proceed 
with more referve in the truft which fhe ihould con
fer upon him. H is refentment againft this prudent 
conduit ferved but the more to increafe her diiguft; 
and the young prince, enraged at her imagined 
negledts, pointed his vengeance againft every one 
whom he deemed the caufe o f this change in her 
meafures and behaviour.
'  T h e r e  was in the court, one David Rizzio, who Murder o f 

had of late obtained a very extraordinary degree o f Rlzzw* 
confidence and favour with the queen o f Scots. H e 
was a Fiedmontefe, o f mean birth, fon of a teacher 
of mufic, himfelf a mufidan; and finding it difficult 
to fubfift by his art in his own country, he had fol
lowed into Scotland an ambaffador, whom the duke 
o f Savoy fent thithey to pay his compliments to 
Mary, fome time after her firft arrival. H e pofleiTed 
a good ear and a tolerable voice; and as that prin- 
cefs found him ufeful to complete -her band of mufic, 
ihe retained him in her fervice after the departure o f 
his matter. H er fecretary for French difpatches hav
ing, fome time after, incurred her difpleafure, fhe 
promoted Rizzio to that office, which gave him fre
quent opportunities o f approaching her perfon and 
infinuating himfelf into her favour. H e was ihrewd 
and fenfible, as well as afpiring, much beyond his 
rank and education; and he made fb good ufe of the 
accefs which fortune had procured him, that he was 
foon regarded as the chief confident, and even mini- 
fter o f the queen. Fie was ccnfulted on all occafions; 
no favours could be obtained but by his interceffion; 
all fuitors were obliged to gain him by prefents and 
flattery * and the man, infoknt from his new exalta
tion, as well as rapacious in his acquifitions, foon 
drew on himfelf the hatred o f the nobility and o f the

whole
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c h AP. whole kingdom L H e had at firft employed his 
x x x ix . crccjit t0 promote D-arnley’s marriage ; and a firm 
*“7^6, friendfhip feemed to be efrabliihed between them: 

But on the fubfequent change o f the queen’s fenti- 
ments, it was eafy for Henry’s friends to perfuade 
him thatRizzio was the real author o f . her̂  indif
ference, and even to roufè in his mind jealoufies 
o f  a more dangerous nature. The favourite was of a 
difagreeable figure, but was, not pail his youth z ; and 
though the opinion of his criminal correfpondence 
with Mary might feem o f itfelf unreafonable, if not 
abfurd, a fufpicious bufband could find no other 
means or accounting for that lavifh and imprudent 
kindnefs with which ihe honoured him. T h e  rigid 
aufterity of the ecclefiaftics, who could admit of no 
freedoms, contributed to fpread this opinion among 
the people j and as Rizzio was univerfally believed 
to be a penfionary o f the pope’s, and to be deeply 
engaged in all fchemes againft the proteftants, any 
ltorv, to his and Mary’s difadvantage, received an 
eafy credit among the zealots of that commu
nion,

R i z z i o ,  who had conne£ted his interefts with the 
Roman catholics, was the declared enemy o f the 
banifhed lords; and by promoting the violent pro- 
fecution againft them, he had expoled himfelf to the 
animofity of their numerous friends and retainers. A  
fcheme was alio thought to be formed for revoking 
fonie exorbitant grants made during the queen’s mi
nority ; and even the nobility who had feized the 
ecciefiafticai benefices, began to think themfelves leis 
fecure in the poflèfiìon of them \  T he earl of Mor
ton, chancellor, was afFeited by all thefe confiderà- 
tions, and ftill more by a rumour fpread abroad, that 
Mary intended to appoint Rizzio chancellor in his

y  Keith, p. 282. 302. Crawfords Memoirs, p. 5; Spotlwood, 
P* *9S* z  See note [H ] at the end of the volume.

a Keith, p. 35-6, MelviJ, p. 64,
place.
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place,, and to bellow that dignity on a mean and c h a p . 
fupftart foreigner, ignorant o f the laws and language 
o f  the country\ So indifcreet had this princefs been 
in her kindnefs to Rizzio, that even that Grange re
port met with credit, arid prpved a great means o f  
accelerating the ruin o f the favourite. Morton, in- 
fin uating him fdf into Henry's confidence, employed 
all his art to inflame the difcontent and jealoufy o f 
that prince; and he perfuaded him, that the only 
means o f freeing himfelf from the indignities under 
which he laboured, was to bring the bafe ftranger to 
the fate which he had fo well merited, and which was 
fo paifionately defired by the whole nation, George 
Douglas, natural brother to the countefs o f Lenox* 
concurred in the fame advice; and the lords Ruthven 
and Lindefey, being confuked, offered their affiijtance 
in the enterprife; rior was even the earl o f Lenox, the 
king’s father, averfe to the defign c. But as thefe 
confpirators were well acquainted with Henry’s levity, 
they engaged him to iign a paper, in which he avowed 
the undertaking, as tending to the glory of God and 
advancement o f religion, and promifed to protedt 
them again!! every confequence which might enfue 
upon the affaffination o f R izz io d. -All thefe meafures. 
being concerted, a meffenger was difpatched to the 
banifhed lords, who Were hovering near the borders; 
and they were invited by the Jdng to return to their 
native country.

T h i s  defign, fo atrocious in itfelf, was rendered gtliMareĥ  
{till more fo by the circumftances which attended its 
execution. M ary, who was in t-he fixth month o f 
her pregnancy, was fupping in private, and had at 
table the countefs o f Argyle, her natural filler, with 
Rizzio, and others o f her fervants. The king entered 
the room by a private paffage, and Hood at the back

& Buchanan, lib. xvii. c. 60. Crawford, p. 6, Spotfwood, p* 194,
K nox, p. 393. Jebb, vol. i. p. 456. c Crawford, p. 7.

d Good all, vol. i. p, 266. Crawford, p. 7.
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9S
o f Mary's chair: Lord Ruthyen, George Douglas, 
and other confpirators,, being all armed, ruihed in 
after him ; and the queen o f Scots, terrified with the 
appearance, demanded o f them the reafon o f this 
rude intrufion. They told her, that they intended 
no violence againft her perfon; but meant only to 
bring that villain, pointing at Rizzio, to his deferved 
puniihment. Rizzio, aware o f the danger, ran be
hind his miftrefs, and feizing her by the waift, called 
aloud to her for protection; while fhe interpofed in 
his behalf, with cries, and menaces, and entreaties. 
The impatient afTaffins, regardlefs o f  her efforts, 
rufhed upon their prey, and by overturning every 
thing which flood in their way, increafed the horror 
and confuflon o f the fcene. Douglas, feizing Hen
ry's dagger, ftuck it in the body of R izzio, who, 

■ fcreaming with fear and agony, was torn from Mary 
by the other confpirators, and pufhed into the anti- 
chamber, where he was difpatched with fifty-fix 
wounds6. The unhappy princefs, informed of his 
fate, immediately dried her tears, and faid, She would 
weep no more, fhe would now think o f revenge. The 
infuit, indeed, upon her perfon; the ftain attempted 
to be fixed on her honour; the danger to which her 
life was expofed, on account o f her pregnancy; were 
injuries fo atrocious and fo complicated, that they 
fcarcely left room for pardon, even from the greateft 
lenity and mercy.

T  h e  aifaifins, apprehenfive o f Mary's refentm^nt, 
detained her prifoner in the palace; and the king dif- 
miffed all who feemed willing to attempt her refcue, 
by telling them, that nothing was done without his 
orders, and that he would be careful o f the queen's 
fafety. Murray and the baniihed lords appeared two 
days after; and Mary, whole anger was now engroffed 
by injuries more recent and violent, was willingly

e Melvil, ¿1. 64., Keith, p. 330, 331. Crawford, p. 9.
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reconciled to them ; and ihe even received her bro- 
ther with tendernefs and affection. They obtained * _
an acquittal,from parliament, and were reinftated 1566, 
in their honours and fortunes* T h e accomplices alfo 
in R izzio’s murder applied to her for a pardon; but 
fhe artfully delayed compliance, and perfuaded them, 
that fo long as fhe was detained in cuftody, and was 

. furrounded by guards, any deed, which ihe fhould 
fign, would have no validity. Meanwhile, fhe had 
gained the confidence o f her hufband, by her perfua- 
iion and careifes ; and no fooner were the guards 
withdrawn, than ihe engaged him to efcape with her 
in the night-time, and take flicker in Dunbar. Many 
o f her fubjefts here offered her their fervices; and 
Mary, having collected an army, which the confpi- 
rators had no power to refift, advanced to Edin
burgh, and obliged them to fly into England, where 
they Jived in great poverty and diftrefs. They made 
applications however to the earl o f Bothwel, a new 
favourite o f M ary’s ; and that nobleman, defirous of 
ftrengthening his party by the accefiion o f their in- 
tereft, was able to pacify her refentment; and he 
icon after procured them liberty to return into their 
own country*.

T he vengeance of the queen of Scots was impla
cable againft her huiband alone, whofe perfon was 
before difa^reeable to her, and who, by his violation 
o f every tie o f gratitude and duty, had now drawn 
on him her higheft refentment. She engaged him 
to difown all connections with the affaffins, to deny 
any concurrence in their crime, even to publifh a 
proclamation containing a falfehood fo notorious to 
the whole world s ; and having thus made him ex- 
pofe himfelf to univerfal contempt, and rendered it 
impradticable for him ever to acquire the confidence 
of any party, ihe threw him off with difdain and

f M clvil, p. 75, 76.. Keith, p. S34-* K nox, p. 398.
i Gooch!!, vol, i. p. aSo. Keith Append, p. 167.
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indignationh. As if fhe had been making an efcape 
from him, fhe fuddenly withdrew to Alloa, a feat o f 
the earl of Marre’s ; and when Henry followed her 
thither, fhe fuddenly returned to Edinburgh; and 
gave him every where the ftrongeft proofs o f dif- 
pleafure, and even o f antipathy* She encouraged 
her courtiers in their neglect of him ; and fhe was 
pleafed, that his mean equipage and fmall train o f 
attendants ihouid draw on him the contempt o f the 
very populace. He was permitted, however, to have 
apartments in the caflle of Edinburgh, which Mary 
had chofen for the place of her delivery. She there 
brought forth a fon; and as this was very important 
news to England, as well as to Scotland, fhe immediate
ly difpatched fir James Melvii to carry intelligence of 
the happy event to Elizabeth, Melvii tells us, that 
this princefs, the evening of his arrival in London, 
had given a ball to her court at Greenwich, and was 
difplaying all that lpirit and alacrity, which ufually 
attended her on thefe occafions : But when news 
arrived of the prince of Scotland’s birth, all her joy 
was damped: She lank into melancholy; fhe re
clined her head upon her arm; and complained to 
ihme of her attendants, that the queen of Scots was 
mother of a fair fon, while fhe herfelf was but a 
barren flock. Next day, however, at the reception 
of the ambafTador, fhe re fumed her former diffimu- 
Jation, put on*a joyful countenance, gave M elvii 
thanks for the hafte he had made in conveying to 
her the agreeable intelligence, and exprefled the ut- 
mofl cordiality and fnendfhip to her lifter k ■ Some 
time after, fhe difpatched the earl of Bedford, with 
her kiniman George Cary, fon of lord Hunfdon, 
in order to officiate at the baptifm of the. young 
prince; and ihe font by them feme magnificent pre
fer) t.s to the queen of Scots.

M m ];, p. 66, 6 7. i Ibid. p. 69, 70.
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TriE_birth o f a fon gave additional zeal to M ary’s 
partifans in England1"; and even men of the moil , ^
oppofite parries began to cry aloud for fome fettle- 1566. 
ment of the fucceffion. Thefe humours broke out 
with great vehemence in a new feffion of parliament* 30thSept. 
held after fix prorogations. The houfe o f peers* Apariia- 
which had hitherto forborne to touch on this deli- tnent" 
cate point* here took the lead; and the houfe - o f 
commons loon after imitated the zeal o f the lords.
Molineux opened the matter in the lower houfe, and 
propofed that the queftion of the fucceifion and that 
of fupply Ihould go hand in hand; as i f  it were in
tended to conftrain the queen to a compliance with 
the requeft o f her parliament K The courtiers en
deavoured to elude the debate: Sir Ralph Sadler 
told the houfe, that he had heard the queen pofi- 
tively affirm* that* for the good o f her people* ihe 
was determined to marry. Secretary Cecil and fir 
Francis Knollys gave their teftimony to the fame 
purpofe* as did alio fir Ambrofe Cave, chancellor o f 
the duchy* and fir Edward Rogers* comptroller o f  
the houfehold m. Elizabeth’s ambitious and mafculine 
character was fo well known* that few members 
gave any credit to this intelligence; and it was con- 
fidered merely as an artifice* by which ihe endea
voured to retraft that pofitive declaration* which ihe 
had made in the beginning of her reign, that file meant 
to live and die a virgin. T h e  minifters, therefore, 
gained nothing farther by this piece o f policy* than 
only to engage the houfe* for the fake o f decency, 
to join the queftion o f the queen’s marriage with that 
of a fettlement of the crown; and the commons were 
proceeding with great earneftnefs in the debate* and 
had even appointed a committee to confer with the 
lords, when exprefs orders were brought them from 
Elizabeth not to proceed farther in the matter.

1 D Ewes* p. 129.
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c h a p . Cecil told them, that fhe pledged to the houfe the
xxxix. WQr(j 0f  a qUeen for her fincerity in her intentions 

10 marry ; that the appointment of a fucceffor would 
be attended with great danger to her perfonj, that 
ffie herfelf had had experience,-,during the reign o f 
her lifter, how much court was ufually paid to the, 
next heir, and what dangerous facrifices men were 
commonly dffpofed to make of their prefent duty to 
their future piofpedts; and that ihe was therefore 
determined to delay, till a more proper opportunity,, 
the decifion of that important queftion \ The houfe 
was not fatisfied with thefe reafons, and ftill lefs 
with the command, prohibiting them ail debate on 
the fubjeit. Paul Wentworth, a fpirited member, 
went fo far as to queftion whether fuch a prohibition , 
were not an infringement of the liberties and privi
leges of the houle Some even ventured to violate 
that profound refpeol which had hitherto been pre- 
ierved to the queen; and they affirmed that ihe was 
bound in duty, not only to provide for the happinefs 
of her fubjects during her own life, but alfo to pay 
regard to their future fecurity, by fixing a fucceffor; 
that, by an oppofite conduit, ihe fhowed herfelf the 
ftepmother, not the natural parent, of her people, 
and would item defirous, that England ihould no 
longer fubfift than ffie ihould enjoy the glory and 
iatisfaftion of governing i t ; that none but timorous 
princes, or tyrants, or faint-hearted women, ever 
flood in fear of their fuccellors $ and that the affec
tions ot the people were a firm and impregnable 
rampart to every fovercign, who, laying afide all 
artifice or bye-ends, had courage and magnanimity 
to put his whole Cruft in that honourable and lure 
uefence p. The queen, hearing of thefe debates, fent 
ioi the fpeaker, and after reiterating her former pro
hibition, fhe bade him inform the houfe, that i f  anv

“ ® 'E 'yt s > p - >’- 7 .  u s .  o i b i d .  p . „ g .r  Camden, p. 400.
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member remained ftill unfatisfied, he might appear ^ ^ x tx  * 
before the privy council, and there give his reafon's V  u j y  
As the members lhowed a difpofition, notwichftand- i 5se. 
ing thefe peremptory orders, ftill to proceed upon 
the queftion, Elizabeth thought proper, by a meflage,- 
to revoke them, and to allow the houfe liberty o f de
bate1. They were fo mollified by this gracious con- 
defcenfion, that they thenceforth conducted the mat
ter with more calmnefs and temper; and they even 
voted her a fupply, to be levied at three payments, 
of a fubfidy and a fifteenth, without annexing any 
condition to it. The queen fcon after diffolved the ^  Jan. 
parliament, and told them, with feme iharpnefs in I567* 
the concluiion, that their proceedings had contained 
much diffimulation and artifice ; that, under the 
plaufible pretences o f marriage and fucceffion, many 
of them covered very malevolent intentions towards 
her; but that, however, ihe reaped this advantage 
from the attempts o f thefe men, that ihe could now 
diftinguilh her friends from her enemies. “  But do 
“  you think,”  added ihe, “  that I am unmindful of 
“  your future fecurity, or will be negligent in fettling 
“  the fucceffion ? That is the chief obje£t o f my con- 
“  cern ; as I know myfelf to be liable to mortality.
“  O r do you apprehend, that I meant to encroach on.
“ your liberties? N o : Itwas never my meaning; I.
“  only intended to ftop you before you approached 
“  the precipice. A ll things have their time; and 
“  though you may be bleiled with a fovereign more 
“  wife or more learned than I, yet I allure you, that 
“  no one will ever rule over you, who ihall be more,
“  careful o f your fafety. And therefore, hencefor-.
“  ward, whether I live to fee the like affembly or,
“  no, or whoever holds the reins of government, let 
“  me warn you to beware of provoking your fove- 
“  reign's patience, fo far as you have done mine.
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e H a  P* « Blit I ihall now conclude, that, notwithftandingthe: 
XXXIX. «.jifgufts-j have received (for I mean not to part: 
<̂ tT # <c with you in anger), the greater pact o f you may’ 

« allure themfelves that they go home in their 
prince's* good graces V '
E l i z a b e t h  carried farther her dignity on this oc-: 

cafion. She had received the fubfidy without anyxon- 
dition} but as it was believed, that the commons had: 
given her that gratuity with a view o f engaging her 
to yield to their requefts, flie thought proper, on. her 
refufal, voluntarily to remit the third paymentj and: 
fhe faid, that money in her fubjefts’ purfes was as good? 
to; her as in her own exchequer h

But though the queen was able to elude, -for the* 
prefentj the applications of parliament, the friends o f  
the queen of Scots multiplied every day in England 
and befides the catholics, many o f whom kept a 
cre-afanable correfpoiidence with her, and were ready: 
to rife at her commandtl, the court itfelf o f  Elizabethi 
was full of her avowed partifans. The duke of N or
folk, the earls of Leicefter, Pembroke, Bedford, 
Northumberland, fir Nicholas Throgmorton, and 
moil of the confiderable men in England, except’ 
Cecil, feemed convinced of the neceffity o f declaring- 
her the fucceflor. None but the more zealous proteft- ‘ 
ants adhered either to the counteis o f Hertford, or 
to her aunt, Eleanor countefs of Cumberland; and' 
as the marriage of the former feemed liable to fome 
objeftions, and had been declared invalid, men were 
alarmed, even on that fide, with the profpeft of new 
difputes concerning the iucceffion. Mary's behaviour 
alfo, fo moderate towards the proteftants, and fo' 
gracious towards all men, had procured her univerfaj 
refpeflw; and the public was willing to afcribe any 
imprudences, into which Ihe had fallen, to her youth
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and inexperience. But all thefe flattering prorpe£b c H A*V 
were blailed by the fubfequent incidents; where x x ^lx y  
her egregious indifcretions, ihàllT fay, or atrocious? 1567. 
crimes,, threw her from the height o f her proiperity, 
and involved her in infamy and in ruin.

T h e  earl o f Bothwel ; was o f a confiderable fa- Murder of 
mily and power in Scotland ; and though not dit- Earnley. 
tinguifhed by any talents either of a civil or military 
nature, he had made a figure in that party, which 
oppofed the greatnefs o f the earl o f Murray, and 
the more rigid reformers. H e  was a man o f pro
fligate manners ; had involved his opulent fortune im 
great dçbts; and even reduced himfelf to beggary; 
by his profufe expeneesx ; and feemed to have no/ 
refource but in defperate counfels and enterprifes..
He had been accufed ipore than once o f an attempt 
to aflaffinate Murray and though the. frequency o f  
thefe aecufations on all; Tides diminifh fomewhat the1 
credit due to any particular imputation,; they prove" 
fufficiently the prevalence' o f that deteftable pradtice 
in Scotland, and: may in that view ferve to render 
fuch rumours the more credible.;: This man had o f  
late acquired the favour and entire confidence o f  
M ary; and all,her meafures were direfted by his 
advice and authority. Reports were ipread of more  ̂
particular intimacies between them; and thefe re
ports gained ground from the continuance or rather  ̂
increafe o f her hatred towards her hufband y. That? 
young prince was reduced to fuch a ftate o f defpe- 
ration, by the negleéts which he underwent from’ 
his queen and. the courtiers, that he had once re- 
iolved to fly fccretly , into France or Spain, and had/ 
even provided a veflel for that purpofe z. Some o f  
the moft confiderable nobility, on the other hand, 
obferving her rooted averfion to him, had propofed‘ 
fome expedients for a divorce ; and though Mary

* Keith, p. 240. y M elvil, p, 66* 77*
— Keith, p.
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c h a p . ¡5 Laid to'have fpoken honourably on the occafion*
XXXIX' and to have embraced the propofal no farther than 

it-lhould be found confiftent with her own ho
nour and her ion’s legitimacy S men were inclined 
to believe, that the difficulty o f finding proper means 
for effecting that purpofe, was the real caufe of 
laying afide all farther thoughts of it. So far were 
the fufpicions againft her carried, that when Henry, 
difcouraged with the continual proofs of her hatred, 
left the court and retired to Glafgow, an illnefs of 
an extraordinary nature, with which he was feized 
immediately on his arrival in that place, was uni- 
verfally afcribed by her enemies to a dofe of poifon, 
which, it was pretended, ihe had adminiftered to 
him.

W hile affairs were in this fituation, all thofe who 
wilhed well to her charafter or to public tranquil
lity, were extremely pleafed, and fomewhat furprifed, 
to hear, that a friendlhip was again conciliated be
tween them, that ihe had taken a journey to Glafgow 
on purpofe to viiit him during his ficknefs, that fhe 
behaved towards him with great tendernefs, that- 
foe had brought him along with her, and that Ihe- 
appeared thenceforth determined to live with him 
on a footing more fuitable to the connections be-- 
tween them. Henry, naturally uxorious, and not; 
diftmfting this hidden reconciliation, put himfelf; 
implicitly into her hands, and attended her to Edin
burgh. She lived in the palace of Holy-rood-houfe;. 
but as the fituation of the place was low, and the 
concourfe of people about the court was neceflarily 
attended with noife, which might difturb him in his: 
prefent infirm ftate of health, thefe reafons were! 
affigned for fitting up an apartment for him in a fo- 
litary houfe, at fome diftance, called the Kirk of 
Field. Mary here gave him marks of kindnefs and- 
attachment $ ihe converfed cordially with him; and

* Camden, p. 404. Goodajr$ Queen Mary, vol. ii. p, 317.
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ihe lay fome nights in a room below h is; but on 
the ninth o f February* ihe told him, that file would j
pafs that night in the palace, becaufe the marriage 1567. /' 
o f one o f her fervants was there to be celebrated in 
her prefence. About two o ’clock in the morning 
the whole town was much alarmed at hearing a 
great noife; and was ftill more aftoniihed, when it 
was dilcovered that the noife came from the king’s . 
houfe, which was blown up by gun-powder; that Feb. 10* 
his dead body was found at fome diftance in a neigh
bouring field ; and that no marks either o f fire, con- 
tuiion, or violence appeared upon i t \

N o doubt could be entertained but Henry was 
murdered; and general conje&ure foon pointed to
wards the earl o f Bothwel as the author of the 
crime c. But as his favour with Mary was vifible, 
and his power great, no one ventured to declare 
openly his fentiments; and all men remained in 
fiience and mute aftoniihment. Voices, however, 
were heard in the ftreets, during the darknefs o f the 
night, proclaiming Bothwel, and even Mary herfeif, 
to be murderers o f the king; bills were fecretly affixed 
on the walls to the fame purpofe; offers were made, 
that, upon giving proper fecurities, his guilt fhould 
be openly proved. But after one proclamation from ; 
the court, offering a reward and, indemnity to any 
one that would difcover the author o f that villany, ’ 
greater vigilance was employed in fearchirig out the, 
ipreaders o f the libels and reports againit Bothwel 
and the*queen, than in tracing the contrivers o f the 
king’s afiailination, or deteiting the regicides

b It was imagined that Henry had been ftrangled before the houft 
was blown up. But this fuppofition is contradicted by the confeifioa 
of the criminals; and there is no neceffity to admit it in order-to ac~  ̂
count for the condition of his body. There are many inftances that 
men’s lives have been laved who had been blown up in ¿hips. Had 
Henry fallen on water he had not probably been killed.

c Melvil, p. 78. Cabala, p. 136. d Anderion's Collec*
tions, vol. ii, p, 38. vol. iv. p. 167, 16S. Spotfwood, p. *00.. 
Keith, p. 374..
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c h a p . T he earl of Lenox/ who lived at a dift&nce froftf- 
xxxix.^ courtj in poverty arid contempt, was routed“ by th e : 

report o f  his fen’s murder, and wrote to the queen/; 
imploring fpeedy juftice againft the aflfaffins; among 
whom he named-the earl of Bothwel; fir James 
Balfour, and Gilbert Balfour his brother, David 
Chalmers, and four others o f the queen’s houfehold 5 
all of them perlbns who had been mentioned in 
the bills affixed to the walls at Edinburgh e. M ary 
took his demand o f  fpeedy juftice in a very literal 
fenfe 5 ■ and allowing only fifteen days for the ex
amination of this important affair, Ihe ferit- a c ita -; 
tion to Lenox, requiring him to appear in court, 
and prove his charge againft Bothwelf. This noble
man, meanwhile, and all the other perfens accufcd 
by Lenox, enjoyed their full libertyg; Bothwel 
himfelf was continually furrounded with armed 
men h; took his place in council1; lived during 
feme time in the houfe with M aryfc; and feemed to 
pofiefs all his wonted confidence and familiarity 
with her* Even the caftle of Edinburgh, a place ' 
o f great confequence in this critical time, was en- 
trufted to him, and under him, to his creature, fir 
James Balfour, who had himfelf been publicly 
charged as an accomplice in the king’s murder1. 
Lenox, who had come as far as Stirling, with a 
view of appearing at the trial, was informed of allJ 
thefe circumftanceS; and reflecting on the fmall 
train which attended- him, he began to entertain 
very juft apprehenfions from the power, infolence, 
and temerity of his . enemy. He wrote to Mary, 
defil ing that the day of trial might he prorogued; 
and conjured her, by all the regard which fhe bore 
to her own honour, to employ more leifure and de- 
liberation in determining a queftion of fuch extreme

c Keltic p, 37i. Anderfon, vol. ii. p. 3. f KeUh/p, 372,
» Ibid, tl i l t .  h TKiil r i A ,  i A _ h .i l3.h I*»*1; p. 4 0 5 1 Anderfon 

- Ib id .  vo l .  it .  p ,  274»

moment,



moment1*. N o  regard was paid to his application: ^ x i x *  
T h e  jury was enclofed, ó f which the earl o f Caith- 
nefs was chancellor ; and though Lenox, forefeeing 15677 
this precipitation, had ordered Cuningham, one of 
his retinue, to appear in court, and protefl, in his 
name, againft the acquittal o f the criminal, the jury 
proceeded to a verdict11. T h e verdict was fuch as 
it behoved them to give, where neither accufer nor 
witnefs appeared ¿ and Bothwel was abfolved from 12thApril* 
the king’s murder. T he jury, however, apprehen- 
five that their verdift would give great fcandal, and 
perhaps expofe them afterwards to fome danger, en
tered a proteft, in which they reprefented the ne- 
ceffity o f their, proceedings It is remarkable, that
the indidtment was laid againA Bothwel for com- 
mitring the crime on the ninth o f February, not the 
tenth, the real day on which Henry was aUaffin- 
atedp. T h e  interpretation generally put upon this 
error, too grofs, it was thought, to have proceeded 
from miftake, was, that the fecret council, by whom 
M ary was governed, not trufting entirely to preci
pitation, violence, and authority, had provided this 
plea, by which they enfured, at all adventures, a 
plaufible pretence for acquitting Bothwel,

T w o  days after this extraordinary tranfa£Hon,^a 
parliament was held; and though the verdict in 
favour o f Bothwel was attended with fucll circum- 
flanees as ftrongly confirmed, rather than dimU 
nifhed, the general opinion o f his guilt, he was the 
perfon chofen to carry the royal feeptre on the firft 
meeting* o f the national a (Terriblyq. In this par
liament, a rigorous a£t was made againft thoie

m Keith, p. 375, Anderfon, vol. i. p. 52. ;n Keith, p, 376.
Anderion, vol. ii. p, 106, Spptiwood, p* 2ot. ° SpGtfwood,
p- 2 0 1 .  Anderion, vol. i. p. 113, P Keith, p. 3 7 5 ,  A n -
derfon, vol. ii, p. 93, Spotíwood, p, 201, S Keith, p. 78.
C*awford; p.
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CHAP,  who fet up defamatory bills; but no notice was 
jtxx/x. tajcen Qf  tjie- murderr. The favour which

Mary openly bore to Bothwel, kept every one in 
awe; and the effects of this terror appeared more 
plainly in another tranfadion, which enfued imme
diately upon the diilolution of the parliament* A  
bond or affociation was framed; in which the fub- 
fcribers, after relating the acquittal of Bothwel by 
a legal trial, and mentioning a farther offer, which 
he had made, to prove his innocence by fingle com
bat, oblige themfelves, in cafe any perfon ihould 
afterwards impute to him the king's murder, to de
fend him with their whole power againft fuch ca
lumniators. After this promife, which implied no 
great aifurance in Bothwel of his own innocence, 
the fubfcribers mentioned the neceflity o f their 
queen's marriage, in order to fupport the govern
ment ; and they recommended Bothwel to her as 

ltthApriU a huibancK This paper was fubfcribed by all the 
considerable nobility there prefent* In a country 
divided by violent fadions, fuch a concurrence in 
favour of one nobleman, nowife diftinguiihed above 
the reft, except by his flagitious condud, could 
never have been obtained, had not every one been 
certain, at leaft firmly perfuaded, that Mary was 
fully determined on this meafure h Nor would fuch 
a motive have fufficed to influence men, commonly 
io ftubborn and intradable, had they not been taken 
by furprife, been ignorant of each others fenti- 
ments, and overawed by the prefent power of the 
court, and by the apprehenfions of farther violence, 
from perfons fio little governed by any principles o f  
honour and humanity. Even with all thefe cir- 
cumftances, the fubfcription to this paper may juftly 
be regarded as a reproach to the nation.

r Kehh, p. 3So, * Ibid. p. 38Im
1 See note [I] at the end of the volume.
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T h e  fubfequent meafures o f  Bothwel were equally 
precipitate and audacious. Mary having gone to ^  _ j
Stirling to pay a vifit to her fon, he aflembled 1567. 
a body o f  eight hundred horfe, on pretence of pur- 
fuing fome robbers on the borders, and having 
waylaid her on her return, he feized her perfon near 
Edinburgh, and carried her to Dunbar, with an 
avowed defign o f forcing her to yield to his pur- 
pofe. Sir James Melvil, one of her retinue, was 
carried along with her, and fays not, that he faw 
any figns o f reluctance or conilraint: H e was even 
informed, as he tells us, by BothweFs officers, that 
the whole tranfanCtion was managed in concert with 
h eru. A  woman, indeed, o f that fpirit and refo- 
lution, which is acknowledged to belong to Mary, 
does not ufually, on thefe occafions, give fuch marks 
o f oppofition to real violence, as can appear any- 
wife doubtful or ambiguous. Some o f the nobility, 
however, in order to put matters to farther trial, 
fent her a private meflage; in which they told her, 
that if, in reality, fhe lay under force, they would 
ufe all their efforts to refcue her. H er anfwer was, 
that ihe had indeed been carried to Dunbar by 
violence, but ever fince her arrival had been fo well 
treated, that ihe willingly remained with Bothwel vk 
N o one gave himfelf thenceforth any concern to re
lieve her from a captivity, which was believed to 
proceed entirely from her own approbation and con
nivance.

T h is  unufual conduit was at firil afcribed to 
Mary’s fenfe o f the infamy attending her purpoied 
marriage j and her defire o f finding fome colour to 
glofs over the irregularity o f her conduit. But a 
pardon, given to Bothwel a few days after, made 
the public carry their conjectures fomewhat farther.
In this deed, Bothwel received a pardon for the 
violence committed on the queen’s perfon; and for all other crimes z A  claufe, by which the murder

u Melvil, p. So. w SpotTwood, p. 205, of
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c h a p . of the king was indireftly forgiven. T h e rape was 
xxxix. tfien conj ea ur€d to have been only a contrivance, 

in order to afford a pretence for indire&ly remitting 
a crime, of which it would have appeared fcandalous
ro make openly any mention \

T h e s e  events patted with fuch rapidity, that men 
had no idfure to admire fufficiently one incident, 
when they were furprifed with a new one equally 
rare and uncommon. There ftill, however, re
mained one difficulty, which it was not eafy to fore
fee how the queen and Bothwel, determined as they 
were to execute their lhameful purpofe, could find 
expedients to overcome. The man who had pro
cured the iiiblcription of the nobility, recommend
ing him as a huiband to the queen, and who had 
a&ed this Teeming violence on her perfon, in order 
to force her content, had been married two years 
before to another woman; to a woman o f merit, o f 
a noble family, After to the earl o f Huntley, But 
perfons blinded by pafnon, and infatuated with 
crimes, foon fhake off all appearance of decency. 
A  fuit was commenced for a divorce between Both
wel and his wife; and this fuit was opened at the 
fame inftant in two different, or rather oppofite 
courts; in the court o f the archbifhop o f St. A n 
drews, which was popifh, and governed itfelf by 
the canon law ; and in the new confiftorial or com- 
miffariot court, which was proteftant, and was re
gulated by the principles o f the reformed teachers. 
The plea, advanced in each court, was fo calculated 
as to fuit the principles which there prevailed: In 
the archbifhop’s court, the pretence of confanguinity 
was employed, becaufe Bothwel was related to his 
wife in the fourth degree; in the commiffariot court, 
the acculation of adultery was made ufe df againft 
him. The parties too, who applied for the di
vorce, were different in the different courts: Bothwel

* Änderten, vok iv. part ii. p.
was



was the perfon who fued in the former; his wife in 
the latter. And the fuit'in both courts was opened, ^
pleaded, examined, and decided with the utmolt pre- 1567. 
cipitation ; and a fentence of divorce was pronounced 
in four days r.

T he divorce being thus obtained, it was thought 
proper that M ary ihould be conducted to Edin
burgh, and ihould there appear before the courts o f  
judicature, and ihould acknowledge herfelf rcilored 
to entire freedom. This was underftood to be con
trived in a view o f obviating all doubts with regard 
to the validity of her marriage. Orders were then 
given to publifh in the church the banns between 
the queen and the duke of O rkn ey; for that was 
the title which he now bore; and Craig, a miniftef 
of Edinburgh, was applied to for that purpofe.
This clergyman, not content with haying refilled ■ 
compliance, publicly in his fermons condemned the 
marriage; and exhorted all who had accefs to the 
queen, to give her their advice againft fo fcandalous 
an alliance. Being called before the council, to 
anfvver for this liberty, he fhowed a courage, which 
might cover'all the nobles with fhame, on account 
of their tamenefs and iervility. Ele faid/ that, by 
the rules o f the church, the earl of Bothwel, being 
convicted o f adultery, could nor be permitted to 
marry; that the divorce-between him and his former 
wife was plainly procured by collufion, as appeared - 
by the precipitation o f the fentence, and the fudden 
conclusion of his marriage with the queen; and that 
all the fufpicions which prevailed, with regard tof 
the king's murder, and the queen’s concurrence im 
the former rape, would thence receive undoubted 
confirmation. H e therefore exhorted Bothwel, who 
was prefent, no longer to perfevere in his prefent 
criminal enterprifes ; and turning his difeourfe to the 
other counfellors, he charged them to employ all their
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c h a p , influence with the queen, in order to divert her 
xxxix. £om a iTjeafure which would load her with eternal 
^ 7̂  infamy and diihonour. N ot fatisfied even with this 

admonition, he took the firft opportunity o f inform
ing the public, from the pulpit, o f the whole-trank 
aftion, and expreffed to them his fears, that, not- 
withftanding all rerrtonftranees, their fovereign was 
ftill obffinately bent on her fatal purpofe. “  For 
« himfelf,” he {aid, K he had already difeharged his 
“  confcience, and yet again would take heaven and 
« earth to witnefs, that he abhorred and detefted 
tc that marriage, as fcandalous and hateful in the 
ff fight of mankind': But fince the Great, as he 
“  perceived, either by their Battery or filence, gave 
£C countenance to the meafure, he befo tight the 
ex Faithful to pray fervently to the Almighty, that 
u a refolution, taken contrary to all law, reafon, 
if and good confidence,. might, by the divine blelT- 
if ing, be turned to the comfort and benefit o f the 
fi church and kingdom.” Thefe fpeeches offended 
the court extremely; and Craig was anew funrr- 
moned before the council, to anfwer for his teme- 
rity in thus pairing the bounds of his commiffion. 
But he told them, that the bounds, of his commiffion 
v/ere the word of God, good laws, and natural rea- 

* jon; and were the queen's marriage tried by any o f 
ihde ftandards, it would appear infamous and dif— 
honourable, and would be fo efteemed by the whole 
world. 'I'he council were fo overawed by this heroic 
behaviour in a private clergyman, that they difmiifed 
him without farther cenfure or punlihmencz.
_ B ut though this tranfaftion might have recalled 

Bothwel and the queen of Scots from their infatu
ation, and might have inftr lifted them in the dif- 
pofiuons of the people, as well* as' in their own in
ability to oppofe them they were ftill refolute to 
rufh forward to their own manifeft deft ruction.
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T he marriage was folemnized by the bifliop o f  '
Orkney, a proteftant, who was afterwards depofed .  ̂ _ j
by the church for this fcandalous compliance. Few 1567. 
o f the nobility appeared at the ceremony ; They 
had, molt o f  them, either from ihame or fear, re- ^ , s mar. 
tired to their own houfes. T h e French ambailador, r ic s B o t h -  

L e Croc, an aged gentleman o f honour and cha- v?el* 
rafter, could not be prevailed on, though a de
pendant of the houfe of Guife, to countenance the 
marriage by his prefence \  Elizabeth rernonftrated, 
by friendly letters and meffages, againit the mar
riage b: T h e court of France made like oppo- 
fition; but Mary, though on all other occafions 
ihe was extremely obfequious to the advice o f her 
relations in that country, was here determined to 
pay no regard to their opinion,

T he news o f theie tranfafHons, being carried to 
foreign countries, filled Europe with amazement, 
and threw infamy, not only on the principal aftors 
in them^ but alfo on the whole nation, who feemed, 
by their fubmiffion and filence, and even by their 
declared approbation, to give their fandtion to thefe 
fcandalous practices T h e Scots, who refided 
abroad, met with fuch reproaches, that they durit 
nowhere appear in public; and they earneftly ex- * 
horted their countrymen at home to free them from 
the public odium/ by bringing to condign puniih- 
ment the authors o f  fuch atrocious crimes. This 
intelligence, with a little more leifure for refledfcion, 
roufed men From their lethargy; and the rumours 
which, from the very beginningd, had been Ipread 
againft Mary, as if  ihe had concurred in the king's 
murder, feemed now, by the fubfequent tranfa&ions, 
to have received a ftrong confirmation and au
thority. It was every where faid, that even though

4 S p b tiW ood , p .  2 0 3 , M e l v i l ,  p . 8 2 . b K e i t h ,  p . 3 9 2 .
E ig g e s ,  p* 14*. c M e lv i l ,  p . 8 2 . K e i t h ,  p .  4.02. A n d e r ib n ,
* o l ,  i .  p ,  1 2 8 , 134., * C r a w fo r d , p . u .  K e i t h ,  P r e f .  p . 9 .
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c ii A P- particular. and diredt proofs had as yet been pro- 
x tx ^  nounced of the queen's guile, the whole tenour o f her 
'T567, late conduit was Sufficient, not only to beget fufpi- 

‘ cion, but to produce entire convidtion againft her: 
That her Hidden refolution of being reconciled to 
her hufband, whom before (lie had long and juftly 

■ hated ; her bringing him to court, from which fhe 
had banifhed him by neglefts and rigours 3 her fitting 
up feparate apartments for him ; were ail o f  them 
circumftances winch, though trivial in the miel ves, 
vet, being compared with the fubfequent events, 
bore a very unfavourable aipecl tor her : 1 hat the
leait which", after the king’s murder, might have been 
expected in her iituation, was a more tji^n ufual cau
tion in her mcafures, and an extreme anxiety to 
pnnifh the real afiaflins, in order to free herfelf 
irom all reproach j and iufpicion : That no, woman, 
who had any regard to her character, would allow 
a man, publicly acculed o f her hufband’s murder, 
fo much as to approach her prefence, far lefs give 
him a fliare in her counfels, and endow Him with 
favour and authority : That an acquittal, merely in 
the abfence of accufers, was very ill fitted to fatisfy 
ihe public; especially if that abfence proceeded 
from a defigned precipitation of the ientence, and 
from the terror which her known friendfhip for the 
criminal had infilled into every one : That the very 
mention o f her marriage to fuch a perfon, in fuch 
circumitances,. was horrible; and the contrivances 
of extorting a confent from the nobility, and o f con-, 
certing a rape, were grofs artifices, more proper to 
diicoyer her guilt than prove her innocence : T hat 
where' a woman thus fliews a confcioufnefs o f me
rited reproach, and, inftead of corredting, provides 

. only thin gloffes to cover, her exceptionable con- 
-du£fc, fhe betrays a negleft of fame, which muft 
either be the effedt or the caufe o f the moft fhame- 
ful enormities : That to efpoufe a man, who had, 
a few days before, been ib fcandaloufly divorced from

his
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his wife; who* to fay the lea ft, was believed to. have* 
a few months before, afíaíTmated her hufband, was f  
fo contrary to the plainefl rules of behaviour, that no 1567/ 
pretence o f  indifcretion or imprudence could account 
for fuch a conduct: That a woman, who, fo foon 
after her hufband Vdeath, though not attended with, 
any extraordinary circumftances, contraéis a mar
riage, which might in itfelf be the moil blamdefs, 
cannot efcape fevere cenfure; but one who overlooks, 
for her pleafure, fo many other weighty confidera- 
tions, was equally capable, in gratifying her appe
tites, to neglect every regard to honour and to hu
manity : That Mary was not ignorant o f the pre
vailing opinion o f the public -with regard to her own 
guilt, and of the inferences which would .every where 
be drawn from her conduct; and therefore, if ihe 
Hill continued to purfue meafures which gave fuch 
juft offence, ihe ratified, by her actions, as much as 
fhe could by the moil formal confefiion, ail the itir- 
mifes and imputations of her enemies : That a prince 
was here murdered in the face o f the w o r l d B o t h -  
wel alone was fufpedted and accufed; if he were in
nocent, nothing could abfolve him, either in Mary's ' 
eyes or thofe of the public, but the detection a nd- 
conviction o f the real aíTaííin; yet no3 Inquiry was 
made to that purpofe, though a parliament had/been 
affembled; the fovereign and wife was here plainly 
filent from guilt, the people from terror: That the 
only circumftance which oppofed all thefe prefump- 
tions, or rather proofs, was the benignity and good- 
nefs o f her preceding behaviour, which feemed to 
remove her from all fufpicions o f luch atrocious in
humanity i but that the characters o f men were ex- 
tremely variable,r and perfons guilty o f the Word 
actions were not always o f the worft and moil cri
minal diípofi tions: That a woman who, in a critical 
and dangerous moment, had facrificed her honour to 
a man of abandoned principle, might thenceforth be
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C H A P-
XXXIX.

1)8
led blindfold by him to the commiilfcm o f  the moft 
enormous crimes, and was in reality no longer at her 
own difpofal: And that, though one foppofition was 
ftill left to alleviate her blame, namely, that Bothwel, 
prefoming on her affeCtion towards him, had o f  him- 
ielf committed the crime, and had never communi
cated it to her, yet fuch a fudden and pafiionate love 
to a man, whom ihe had long known, could not eafily 
be accounted for, without fuppofing feme degree of 
preceding guilt; and as it appeared that ihe was not 
afterwards reftrained, either by ihame or prudence, 
from incurring the higheft reproach and danger, it 
was not likely that a fenfe of duty ox humanity would 
have a more powerful influence over her. , -

T hese were the fentiments which prevailed 
throughout Scotland; and as the proteftant teach
ers, who had great authority, had long borne an 
animofity to Mary, the opinion o f her guilt was, 
by that means, the more widely diffufed, and made 
the deeper itnpreflion on the people. Some attempts 
made by Bothwel, and, as is pretended, with her 
confent, to get the young prince into his'power, 
excited the moll: ferious attention; and the principal 
nobility, even many of thole who had formerly been 
conftrained to flgn the application in favour of Both- 
wel’s marriage, met at Stirling, and formed an ailb- 
ciation for protecting the prince, and punifhing the 
kings murderersc. The earl of Athole himfelf, a 
known catholic, was the firft author of this confede
racy : The earls of Argyle, Morton, Marre, Glen- 
car ne, the lords Boyd, Lindefey, Hume, Semple, 
Kirkaldy of Grange, Tuhbardme, and fecretary L id- 
dington, entered zealcuily into it. The earl o f  M ur
ray, forefeeing fuch turbulent times, and being de- 
firous to keep free of thefe dangerous faftions, had,

® Keith, p* 394*
fome
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fome time before, defired and obtained M ary’s per- C H <\ P
• * * .  X Y Y i A -

million to retire into France, ..v-.-
L ord Hum e was firil in arms; and, leading a ’ 1567, 

body of eight hundred horfe, luddenlv- environed the InlllJTec~' 
queen of Scots and Bothwel in the caftle of Borth-i Scotland, 
wie. They found means o f making their efcape to * 
Dunbar; while the confederate lords were aiTembling 
their troops at Edinburgh, and taking imeafures tô  
effect their purpofe. H ad Bothwel been fo prudent^ 
as to keep within the fortrefs o f Dunbar, his enemies 
mnft have difperfed for want o f pay and fubfiftence; -- 
but hearing that the aflbciated lords were fallen into3 
diftrefs, he was fo raih as to take the field, and ad- *$th June* 
vance towards them. T he armies met at Carberry 
H ill, about fix miles from Edinburgh; and Mary 
foon became fenfible that her own troops difapproved 
of her caufe, and were averfe to fpill their blood in 
the quarrelf. After fome bravadoes o f Bothwel, where 
he difeovered very little courage, fhe faw no refource . 
but that o f holding a conference widi Kirkaldy o f 
Grange, and o f putting herfelf, upon fome general 
promiles, into the hands o f the confederates. She 
was conducted to Edinburgh, amidft the infuits o f 
the populace; who reproached her with her crimes ; 
and even held before her eyes, which way foever file 
turned, a banner, on which were painted the murder 
o f  her hufband, and the diftrefs o f her infant fon 
Mary, overwhelmed with her calamities, had recourfe 
to tears and lamentations. Meanwhile Bothwel, 
during her conference with Grange, fled unattended 
to Dunbar; and fitting out a few fmali ihios, let fail 
for the Orkneys, where he fubfifted during fome 
time by piracy. H e  was purfued thither by Grange, 
and his fhip was taken, with feveral o f his fervants, 
who afterwards difeovered all the circumftances o f { 
the king’s murder, and. were punifhed for the

f Keith, p, 402. Spotfwood, p. 207, £ Melvil, p? £3, 84.
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crime Bothwel himlelf efcaped in a. boat* and 
found means ro get a paiTage to Denmark, where he 
was thrown into pnfon, loft his fenfes, and died mi- 
ferably about ten years after: An end worthy o f  his 
flagitious co n u ft and behaviour.

T h e  queen of Scots, now in the hands o f an en
raged faftion, met with fuch treatment as a fovereign 
may naturally expeft from fubjecls who have their 
future fecurity to provide for, as well as their prefent 
animofity to gratify. It is pretended, that ihe be
haved with a fpint very little fuitable to her condi
tion, avowed her inviolable attachment to Bothwel 
and even wrote-him a letter, which the lords inter
cepted, . where Hie declared, that ihe would endure 
any extremity, nay refign her dignity and crown it- 
felf, rather than relinquiih his afteftions k. The mal
contents, finding the danger to which they were ex- . 
pofed, in cafe Mary ihould finally prevail, thought 
themfelves obliged to proceed with rigour againft 
her; and they lent her next day under a guard to 
the caftle of Lochlevin, fituated in a lake o f that 
name. The miftrds of the houfe was mother ta the 
earl of Murray 5 and as The pretended to have been 
lawfully married to the late king of Scots, fhe natu
rally bore an animofity to Mary, and treated her 
with the ut-moft harfhnefs and feveritv.

E lizabeth, who was' fully informed o f all thefe 
incidents, Teemed touched with companion towards 
the unrortunate queen j and all her fears and jealoufies 
being now laid aileep, by the confideration of  that 
ruin and infamy in which Mary's conduit had in
volved her, ihe began to refleft on the' inftability o f 
human affairs, the precarious irate of royal grandeur,

l VeU P- l6's> lG6> 1 Keith’ P- 4-19.
-, v j . T : i ht s letter appears fo m e w h a t d if -

pntabte j chiefly beciuife M u r r a y  and h is afibciates never m en tio n ed  it  
in  their acculation  o f  her before queen E liza b e th ’ s co m m iflio n ers.

the



the danger o f encouraging rebellious fubje&s; and QH a  F. ; 
foe refolved to employ her authority for alleviating 
the calamities of her unhappy kinlwoman. She feiit *567. .v  
fir Nicholas Throgmorton ambafiador to Scotland, 
in order to remonftrate both with Mary and the af- 
fociated lords ; and foe gave him inftru&ions, w hich,. .
though mixed with feme lofty pretenfions, were, full 
of that good fenfe which was fo natural to her, and- "
of that generofity which the prefent interefting con- 
junfture had called forth. She empowered him t o , 
declare in her name to Mary, that the late conduit 
of that princefs, fo enormous and in every refpeit 
fo unjuftifiable, had given her the higheft offence; 
and though foe felt the movements o f pity towards 
her, foe had once determined never to interpofe m, ' 
her affairs, either by advice or affiftance, but to aban
don her entirely, as a perfon whofe condition was 
totally defperate, and honour irretrievable: That foe 
was well affured that other foreign princes, M ary’s 
near relations, had embraced the fame refolution; 
but, for her part, the late events had touched her 
heart with more tender fympathy,'and had made 
her adopt meafures more favourable to the liberty 
and interefts o f the unhappy queen: That foe was 
determined not to fee her oppreffed by her rebellious 
fubjeils, but would employ all her good offices, and ' ‘ - 
even her power, to redeem her from captivity, and 
place her in fuch a condition as would at once be 
compatible with her dignity, and the fafety o f h e r - . 
fubje&s: That foe conjured her to lay afide all . ,
thoughts o f revenge, except againft the murderers 
o f her hufband; andiis foe herfelf was his near re
lation, foe was better entitled than the fubjedts o f  
Mary to interpofe her authority on, that head, and 
foe therefore befought that princefs, i f  foe had any 
regard to her own honour and lafety, not to oppofo 
fo juft and reafonable a demand: That after thoie 
two points were provided for, her, own liberty, and '

the
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c  H A'P. the pumfhment of her hufbands affaffins, the fafety 
XXXIX- Qj- jjer infant fon was next to be cpníideredí and 

there ' fem ed  no expedient more proper for that 
purpdfe, than fending him to be educated in Eng- 
Janci : And that, beiides the fecurity, which would 
attend his removal from a fcene of faftion and con- 
vuifxonv there were many other beneficial confe- 

■ qu enees, which it was eafy to fore fee as the refill t o f 
his education “in that country h ^
: T h e  remonftrances which Throgmorton was in- 

ftructed to make to the affociated lords, were en
tirely conformable to thefe fentiments which Eliza
beth entertained in Mary's favour. She empowered 
him* to tell them, that, whatever blame die might 
throw on Mary’s conduct, any opposition to their 
fovereign was totally unjuitifiable, and incompatible 
with all order and good government : That it be
longed not to them to reform, much lefs to punilh,, 
the mal-adminiftration of their prince ; and the only 
arms which fubjeóts could in ,any cafe lawfully em- f 
ploy againft the fupreme «athority, were entreaties, 
counfels, and reprefen cations : That if thefe expe
dients failed, they were next to appeal by their 
prayers to Heaven j and to wait with patience till 
the Almighty, in whofe hands are the hearts o f 
princes, fhould be pleafed to turn them to juftice 
and to mercy: That fhe inculcated not this doc
trine, becaufe ihe herfelf was interefeed in its obfer- 
vancci but becaufe it was univerfally received in 
all well-governed frates, and w a s effonda! to the 
prefervation of civil fociety: That fhe required them 
to leftore their queen to liberty $ and promifed, in 
that cafe, to concur with them in all proper expe
dients for regulating the government, for puniihing 
the king's murderers, and for guarding the life and 
liberty of the infant prince : And that if the fervices,

1 Keith, p, 4 u ,  4xa> i .
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confidered by them, they would repofe confidence 1767!
in her good offices, and would efteem themfelves 
blame-worthy in having hitherto made no applica
tion to her m.

E l i z a b e t h , belides thefe remonftrances, font, by , 
Throgmorton, fome articles of accommodation, 
which he was to propofe to both parties, as expe
dients for the fettlement of public affairs; and though 
thefe articles contained fome important reftraints on * 
the fovereign power, they were in the main calcu
lated for Mary's advantage, and were lufficiently in
dulgent to her \  T he affociated lords, who deter
mined to proceed with greater feverity, were appre- 
henfive o f Elizabeth’s partiality; and being fenfible 
that Mary would take courage from the proteition 
o f that powerful princefs °, they thought proper, 
after feveral affected delays, to refufe the Englifh 
ambaffador all accefs to her. There were four dif
ferent fchemes propofed in Scotland, for the treat
ment o f the captive queen: One, that Ihe ihould be 
reftored to her authority under very ttrift limita
tions: The fecond, that ihe ihould be obliged to re-, 
lign her crown to the prince, be baniihed the king
dom, and be confined either to France or England; 
with affurances from the fovereign, in whofe domi- . 
nionS fhe fliould refide, that fhê  fhould make no at-/ 
tempts to the difturbance of the eftabliihed govern
ment: T h e third, that ihe ihould be publicly tried 
for her crimes, o f  which her enemies pretended to ✓ 

" have undoubted proof, and be fentenced to perpe- * 
tual imprifonment: T h e  fourth was ftill more ievere, (- 
and required, that, after her trial and condemnation,; 
capital puniihment ihould be infli&ed upon her p., 
Throgmorton fupported the mildefl: propofal; but 
though he promifed his miftrefs’s guarantee for the

ra Keith, p, 414, 415. 429* n Ibid. p. 416.
® Ibid, p. 427. P Ibid* p. 420.
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J 2 4  .. . i : . ' 1 1 -
C.H Á P- performance of articles, threatened the ruling party 

immediate vengeance in cale o f  refuial % and 
warned them not to draw on themfelves, by their 

** ' violence, the public reproach, which now lay upon 
their queen; he found that, excepting fecretary- 
Lidington, he had not the good fortune to convince 
any of the leaders. A ll counfels feemed to tend to
wards the more fevere expedients; and the preach
ers, in particular, drawing their examples from the 
rigorous maxims of the Old Teftament, which can 
only be warranted by particular revelations, inflamed 
the minds of the people againft their unhappy fove- 
reign \ r

■ T h er e  were feveral pretenders to the regency of 
the young prince after the intended depoiition of 
Mary. The earl of Lenox claimed that authority 
as grandfather to the prince: The duke o f Chatel- 
mult, who was abfent in France, had pretenfions as 
next heir to the crown: But the greateil number of 
the afrodated lords inclined to the earl o f Murray, 
in who fe capacity they had entire trufl, and who 
po defied the confidence of the preachers and more 

* zealous reformers. All meafures being therefore 
concerted, three inftriunents were fent to Mary, by 
the hands of lord Lindefey and fir Robert Mel vil ¿ 
by one of which (he was to refign the crown in fa
vour of her ion, by another to appoint Murray re
gent, by the third to name a council, which iKould 
adminifter the government till his arrival in Scot
land. The queen of Scots, feeing no profpedt o f re
lief, lying j 11 illy under apprehenfions for her- life, 
and believing that no deed which fhe executed du
ring her captivity could he valid, was prevailed-on, : 
after a plentiful eifuiion of tears, to fign thefe three 
inftruments; and fhe took not the trouble o f in- 
ipe&ing any one of them s. In ‘confequence o f this

** Keith, p. 4.28,
5 MeiviJ, p, 85. SpQtfwood, p,

r Ibid. p. 4.2z. 426. . 
i i i .  ArideiTon, vol. iii, p. ip .
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forced refignarion, the young prince was proclaimed 
king, by the name of James V I. H e  was foon af
ter crowned at Stirling, and the earl o f Morton took 
in his name the coronation oath; in which a pro- 
mife to extirpate herely was not forgotten. Some 
republican pretenfions in favour o f the people's 
power were countenanced in this ceremony 1 y and. 
a coin was foon after ftruck, on which the. famous 
faying of Trajan was infcribed, Pro me; ft  merear 
in me: For m e; if  I defer Ve it, againfl m e 11. 
Throgmorton had orders from his miflrcfs 
not to affifl at the coronation o f the king o f 
Scots \

T he council o f regency had not long occaiion to 
exercife their authority. T he earl o f Murray ar
rived from France, and took pofifefiion of his high 
office. H e paid a vifit to the captive queen 5 and 
ipoke tô  her in a manner which better fuited her 
pail conduit than her p refen t condition. This harfh 
treatment quite extihguifhed in her breaft any re
mains of affeition towards him x. Murray proceeded 
afterwards to break, in a more public manner, all 
terms of decency with her. H e fummoned a parlia
ment ; and that ailembly, after voting that ihe was 
undoubtedly an accomplice in her huiband's .mur
der, condemned her to imprifontnent, ratified her 
demiffion o f the crown, and acknowledged her fon 
for king, and Murray for regen ty. T h e regent, a 
man o f vigour and abilities, employed himfelf fuc- 
cefsfully in reducing, the kingdom. H e bribed fir 
James Balfour to furrender the caftle o f  Edinburgh: 
H e conftrained the garrifon of Dunbar to open their 
gates : And he demolifhed that fortrefs.

B u t  though" every thing thus bore a Favourable
aipeft to the new government, and all men ieemed

. *

* Keith, p. 439, 440. 11 Ibid, p, 4.4.0. Append, p. 150:'
w Ibid. p. 430. x Melvilj p. S7. Keith, p. 445.
y AndeiTon, vqI, ii, p, 106. & ieq.
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c H A P .to a c a u ie fc e in  M urray’s authority; a vkdent revo lu . 
X X X J X :  “  n how ever neceflary, can never be effb aed  w.th-
--------^ 0ut great difcontents; and it was not likely that, m

a country where the government in its nioft fettled 
ftate, poffeffed a very disjointed authority, a new 
eftablilhment ihould meet with no interruption or 
rlifl-nrbancG Few confiderable men o f the nation 
Teemed willing to fupport Mary, fo long as Bothwel 
was orefent; but the removal of that obnoxious no
bleman had altered the Tentiments o f manyv The 
duke of Chatelrault, beihg difappointed o f the re
gency, bore no good-will to M urray; and the fame 
lend men ts were embraced by all his. numerous re
tainers : Several of the nobility, finding that others 
had taken the lead among the aflociatoi s, formed a 
faftion apart, and oppofed the prevailing power: 
And befides their being moved by feme remains of 
duty and affeftion towards Mary, the malcontent 
lords, obferving every thing' carried to extremity 
acrainft her, were naturally led to embrace her caufe, 
and (belter themfelves under her authority* A ll who 
retained any propenfity to the catholic religion, were 
induced to join this party ; and even the people in 
general, though they had formerly either detefted 
Mary’s crimes, or blamed her imprudence, were now 
inclined to compaifionate her prefent fituation, and 
lamented that a perfon, pofleffed o f fo many amiable 
accomplifhments, joined to fuch high dignity, ihould 
be treated with fuch extreme feverity Animated 
by all thefe motives, many of the principal nobility, 
now adherents to the queen of Scots, met at H am il
ton, and concerted meafures for fupporting the caufe 
of that princefs.

D HI S TORY OF ENGLAND.

1568, W hile thefe humours were in fermentation, M ary 
was employed in contrivances for effe&ing herefcape; 
and ihe engaged, by her charms and careffes, a young

* Buchanan, lib. xviii. c. 53.
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gentleman) George Douglas, brother to the. laird o f 9 ?  A P

went fo far as to give him hopes o f efppufing her̂  ' ^
Lochlevin, to aflift her in that enterprife. She even^

156s,
after her marriage with Bothwel ihould be dilfolved 
on the ple*a o f force; and fhe propofed this expe
dient to the regent, who rejected it. Douglas, how
ever, perfevered in his endeavours to free her from 
captivity1; and having all,opportunities o f accefs to 
the houfe, he was at laft iuccefsful in the undertaking 
H e conveyed her in difguife into a fmall boat, and *d 
himfelf rowed her aihore. She haftened to Hamilton * 
and the news of her arrival in that place being im 
mediately fpread abroad, many o f the nobility flocked - 
to her with their forces. A  bond o f affociation for 
her defence was figned by the earls o f Argyle, Hunt- 
ley, Eglington, Crawford, Caffilis, Rothes, Mont-- 
rofe, Sutherland, Errol, nine bifoops, and nine ba- : 
rons, befides many o f the moil confiderable gentryV ■. 
And in a few days an army, to the number of fix 
thoufand men, was aflembled under her llandard.

E l i z a b e t h  was no fooner informed o f Mary's 
efcape, than foe difcovered her refqlution o f perfe-* 
vering in the fame generous and friendly meafures 
which foe had hitherto purfued. I f  foe had not em
ployed force againft the regent, during the imprifon- 
ment o f  that princefs, foe had been chiefly withheld' ’V 
by the fear o f  pufoing him *to greater extremities 
againft her55 but foe had propofed to the court or 
France an expedient, which, though lefs; violent/ 
would have been no left effeilual for her fervice: She 
defired that France and England foould by concert' 
cut off all commerce with the Scots, till they foould 
do juftice to their injured ibvereignc. She now dif-v- 
patched Leighton into Scotland to offer both her 
good offices/ and the afliftance o f her forces, to

* Keith, p. 4-75. 
c Keith, p. 4&1.

b Ibid. p. 463. Cabala, p, 14?.
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C H A P* Mary ; but ss ihe apprehended the entrance of* F rench 
XXXIX/ troops into the kingdom, ihe defired that the contro- 

“f verfy between the queen o f Scots and her ftfbjeéts 
‘ might by that princeft be referred entirely to her ar

bitration, and that no foreign fuccours ihould be in
troduced into Scotland d.

B u t  Elizabeth had not Jeifure to exert fully her 
efforts in favour of Mary. The regent made halle to 
affemble forces ; and* notvvithftanding that his army 
was inferior in number to that of theapieeii of Scots, 

I 5th May. he took the field againifc her. A  battle was fought at 
Langfide near Glafgow, which was entirely decifive 
in favour of the regent ; and though Murray, after 
his viilory, flopped the bloodihed, yet was the action 
followed by a total difperfion of the queen's party* 

M a r y  flies That unhappy princefs fled fouthwards from the 
into Eng* field o f battle with great precipitation, and came,. 
iaiid' with a few attendants, to the borders o f England, 

She here deliberated concerning her next meafures* 
which would probably prove fo important to her fu-̂  
ture happineis or mifery. She found it impoffible to 
remain in her own kingdom: She had an averfiori, 
in her prefent wretched condition, to return ifito 
France, where fhe had formerly appeared with fo 
much fplendour j and ihe was not, befides, ^provided 
with a veife], which could fafely convey her thither: 
The late generous behaviour of Elizabeth made her 
hope for protection, and even affiftance, from that 
quarterc ; and as the prefent fears from her domeftic 
enemies were the moft urgent, ihe overlooked all 
other confiderai ions, and embraced the refolutiomof 
taking fheker in England. She embarked on board a 
fiihmg-boat in Galloway, and landed the fame day at 
Vsi orkington in Cumberland, about thirty miles frorrr 
Cailifie j whence ihe immediately diipatched a mefi- " 

- fenger to London ; notifying her arrival, defiring

J2g HI S TORY O F m i & L AND.

d P* +7 V in  th e  notes. Anderfon. v o i, iv .
e Jebb’s Coilritton, v d . i. p , 4*0, p. 26.
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leave to vifit Elizabeth, and craving her protection, 
in confequence of former profeflions o f  friendfhip 
made her by that princefs.

E l i z a b e t h  now found herfelf in a fituation 
■ When it was become neeefiary to take fome decifive 
refolution with regard to her treatment o f the queen 
b f Scots ; and as ihe had hitherto, contrary to thet 
opinion of Cecil; attended more to the motives o f  
generdfity than of policy f, ihe was engaged by that 
prudent minifter to weigh anelv all the confiderations 
which occurred in this critical conjuncture. H e re-, 
prefented, that the patty which had dethroned Mary; 
and had at prefent aflumed the government o f Scot
land, was always attached to the Engliih alliance, 
and was engaged, by all the motives o f religion and 
o f intereft; to perfevere in their connection with 
Elizabeth: T hat though Murray and his friends 
might complain o f lame unkind uiage during theiC 
banifhment in England, they would eafily forget 
thefe grounds o f quarrel; when they reflected that : 
Elizabeth was the only ally on whom they could 
fafely rely, and that their own queen, by her attach
ment to the catholic faith, and by her other connec
tions, excluded them entirely from the friendfhip o f  
France; and even from that o f  Spain: That Mary; 
on the other hand, even before her violent breach 
with her proteftant fubjeCts, was in fecret entirely 
governed by the counfels o f the houfe o f  G uife; 
much more would Ihe implicitly comply with their 
views, when, by her own ill conduCt, the power o f 
that family and o f  the zealous catholics was become 
her foie refburce and fecurity: That her pretenlions 
to the Engliih crown would render her a dangerous 
inftrument in their hands; and, were ihe once able 
to fupprefs the proteftants in her owmkingdom, Ihe 
would unite the Scottiih and Engliih catholics, with 
thofe o f  all foreign ftates, in a confederacy againfl:

f Cabala, p, 140,

K . theV o l . V .



fc/k Ä-k the religion and government o f England : That it.
s x x ix . bej10Voi'l Elizabeth, therefore, to proceed with cau- 

cion in the defign of reftoring her rival to the 
throne; and to take care, both that this enterprife, 

T f undertaken, fhould be effaced by Enghlh forces 
alone, and that full fecurities fhould beforehand be 
provided for the reformers and the reformation in , 
Scotland! That above all, it was necefTary to guard 
carefully the perfon of that prinCefs; left, finding 
this unexpected referve in the Englilh friendfhip, 
flie fhould iuddenly take the refolution o f flying 
into France, and fhould attempt, by foreign force, 
to recover poffeifion of her authority: That her 

 ̂defperate fortunes and broken reputation fitted her 
for any attempt; and her refentment, when fhe 

Thould find herfelf thus deferted by the queen, 
would concur with her ambition and her bigotry, 
and render her an unrelenting» as well as power
ful, enemy to the Engiifli government : That if 

The were once abroad, # in the hands o f enterprifing 
catholics, the attack on England would appear to 
her as eafy as that on Scotland; and the only me
thod, fhe mud imagine, of recovering her native 
kingdom, would be to acquire that crown, to which 

The would deem herfelf equally irititled: That a 
neutrality in iuch interefting fituations, though it 
might be pretended, could never, without the moft 
extreme danger, be upheld by the queen; and the 
detention of Mary was equally requifite, whether the 
power o f England were to be employed in her fa
vour, or againft her; That nothing, indeed, was 
more becoming a great prince than generofity i yet 
the fuggeftions of this noble principle could never, 
without imprudence, be confulted in flieh delicate 
circumitances as thofe in which the queen was at 
prefent placed; where her own fafety and the inte- 
lefts of her people were intimately concerned in eve- 
ry refolution which fhe embraced: That though the 
.example of luccefsful rebellion, efpecially in a neigh

bouring

H I S T O R Y  OF E N G L A N D .
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bouring country, could nowife be agreeable to any V  H a p : 
fovereign, yet M ary’s imprudence had been fo great, ^
perhaps her crimes fo enormous, that the in fur rec- 156*.7
tion o f fobje£ts, after fuch provocation, .could no 
longer be regarded as a precedent againil other 
princes: That it was firft neceiiary for Elizabeth to 
afcertain, in a regular and fatisfa&ory manner, the 
extent o f M ary’s guilt, and thence to determine the 
degree of proteflion which fhe ought to afford her ’ 
againfl her difeontented fubje&s: That as no glory 
could furpafs that o f defending opprefled innocence, 
it was equally infamous to patronize vice and mur
der on the throne $ and the contagion o f fuch dif~ 
honour would extend itfelf to all who countenanced 
or fupported i t : A nd that, i f  the crimes o f the 
Scottifh princefs lhould, on inquiry, appear as great 
and certain as was affirmed and believed, every 
meafure againfl her, which policy fhould diftate, 
would thence be juftified j or if  fhe fhould be found 
innocent, every enterpriie, which friendfhip fhould 
inipire, would be acknowledged laudable and glo^ 
rious. . , ;

A greeably to thefe views, Elizabeth refblved to 
proceed in a feemingly generous, but really cautious, 
manner with the queen o f Scots $ and llie imme- 
diately fent orders to lady Scrope, fiiler to the duke 
o f  Norfolk, a lady who lived in the neighbourhood, 
to attend on that princefs. Soon after, fhe difo 
patched to her lord Scrope himfelf, warden o f the 
marches, and fir Francis Knolles, vice-chamberlain.

.They found Mary already lodged in the caflle o f ^
Carliflej and, after expreffing the queen’s fympathy 
with her in her late misfortunes, they told her, that \

>her requeft o f  being allowed to vifit their fovereign, 
and of being admitted to her prefence, could not at / 
prefent be complied w ith: T ill fhe had cleared her- 
felf o f her hufband’s murder, o f which fhe was fo 
ftrongly accufed, Elizabeth could not, without t i l l - . ,

K  2 honour,
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*32
honour* fhow her any countenance, or appear jri* 
different to the aflaffination of Jo near a kinfman** 
So unexpected a check threw Mary into tears ; and 
the neceffity o f her fituation extorted from her a 
declaration, that ihe would willingly juftify herfelf 
to her After from all imputations, and wouid fubmit 
her caufe to the arbitration of fo good a friend \  
Tw o days after ihe fent lord Herreis to London 
with a letter to the fame purpofe.

T h i s  conceffion, which- Mary could Scarcely 
.avoid without an acknowledgment o f guilt, was 
the point expected and defired by Elizabeth: She 
immediately difpatched Midlemore to the regent of 
Scotland; requiring him both to defift from the 
farther profecution of his queen's party, and fend 
fome perfons to London to juftify his conduit with 
regard to her. Murray might juftly be ftartled at 

* receiving a meifage fo violent and imperious; but 
as his domeftic enemies were numerous and power
ful, and England was the foie ally which he could 
expeCt among foreign nations, he was refolved ra
ther to digeft the affront, than provoke Elizabeth 
by a refufah H e alfo confidered, that though that 
, queen had hitherto appeared partial to Mary, 
many political motives evidently engaged her to 
fupport the king's caufe in Scotland; and it was 

/not to be doubted but fo penetrating a princefs 
would in the end difcover this intereft, and would at 
.leaft afford him a patient and equitable hearing. H e 
■ therefore^replied, that he would himfelf take a jour
ney to England, attended by other commiffioners; 
and would willingly fubmit the determination o f his 
caufe to Elizabeth1*

L ord Herreis now ̂ perceived, that his miftrefs 
had advanced too far in her conceffions: H e  en- 
deavoured to maintain,, that Mary could not, with-

f  Anderfon, vol. iv. p, 54. fig, g3. 86(
Ibid. p. 10. 55. 87. r I'uid, p, 13— 16.
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out diminution o f  her royal dignity* flibmit to a 
conteft with her rebellious fubjeCts before a foreign 
prince; and he required either prefent aid from 
England, or liberty for his queen to pafs over into 
France. Being preflfed, however, with the former 
agreement before the Englifh council, he again re
newed his eonfent; but in a few days he began anew 
to recoil; and it was with fome difficulty that he 
was brought to acquiefce in the firft determination 
Thefe fluctuations, which were incefiantly renewed, 
lhowed his vifible reluCtance to the meafures purfued 
by the court o f England.

T he  queen -of Scots difcovered no lefs averfion 
to the trial propofed; and it required all the artifice 
and prudence of Elizabeth to make her perievere in 
the agreement to which ihe at firft confented. This 
latter princefs ftill faid to her, that ihe defired not, 
without M ary’s eonfent or approbation, to enter 
into the queftion, and pretended' only, as a friend, 
to hear her juftification: That ihe was confident 
there would be found no difficulty in refuting all 
the calumnies o f her enemies; and even if  her apo
logy ihould fall fhort o f full conviction, Elizabeth 
was determined to iupport her caufe, and procure 
her fome reafonable terms o f accommodation : And 
that it was never meant, that ihe ihould be cited to 
a trial on the accufation o f her rebellious fubjeCts; 
but, on the contrary, that they Ihould be fummoned 
to appear, and to juftify them ¡elves for their conduCt 
towards her *. Allured by thefe plaufible profeffions, 
the queen o f Scots agreed to vindicate herfelf by her 
own commiffioners Eefcre commiifioners appointed 

t by Elizabeth.
D u r i n g  thefe tranfa&ions lord Scrope and fir 

Francis Knalles, who refided with M ary at Carliflc, 
had leifure to ftudy her character, and make report 
o f it to Elizabeth. Unbroken by her misfortunes,

* AndqTon, p. 16— 20. * Ibid, p, 11, i t f  13. 109, t io .
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c' H a P. refolute in her purpofe, aftive in her enterpriles, ihe 
Xxxix.: af ¡re(j tq nothing but victory; and was determined 

to endure any extremity, to undergo any difficulty, 
and to try every fortune, rather than abandon her 
caufe, or yield the fuperiority to her enemies. Elo- 

‘ quent, infinuating, affable; ihe had already con
vinced all thofe who approached her, o f  the inno
cence of her paft conduit; and as ihe declared her 
fixed purpofe to require aid of her friends all over 

: Europe, and even to have recourfe to infidels and 
barbarians, rather than fail of vengeance againft her 
perfecutors, it was eafy to forefee the danger to 
which her charms, her fpirit, her addrefs, if allowed 
to operate with their full force, would expofe them*. 
The court o f England, therefore, who, under pre
tence of guarding her, had already, in effeft, de
tained her prifoner, were determined to watch her 
with greater vigilance. As Carliile, by its fituation 
on the borders, afforded her great opportunities of 
contriving her efcape, they removed her to Bolton, 
a feat of lord Scrope’s in Yorkfhire: And the iffue 

* of the controverfy between her and the Scottilh na
tion was regarded as a fubjeft more momentous to 
Elizabeth's fecurity and interefts, than it had hitherto 
been apprehended.

T he commiflioners appointed by the Englifh 
court for die examination o f this great caufe, were 
the duke of Norfolk, the earl of Suffex, and fir 
Ralph Sadler; and Y ork  was named as the place o f 

cL?S°h' conference‘ Leiley bifhop of Rofs, the lords H er- 
ence/at reis, Levingftone, and Boyde, with three perfons 
York and more, appeared as commiflioners from the queen
jmpton- of Scots The earl of Murray> regentj the ¿ rl of

Morton, the bifhop of Orkney, lord Lindefey, and the abbot of Dunfermling, were appointed commif- fioners from the king and kingdom of Scotland. Secretary Lidington, George Buchanan, the famous
“ Anderfon, vol. ¡v. p. J4.. ?lj 7Sl ^

poet
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— ^ ^ ria n , with fbme others, were named as

I t  was a great circumftance in Elizabeth's glory, is fs .;
that fhe was thus chofen umpire between the fac7 s 
tions o f a neighbouring kingdom, which had, - 
during many centuries, entertained the moft violent 
jealoufy and anirnoiity againft England; and her fe
licity was equally rare, in having the fortunes and 
fame o f fo dangerous a rival, who had long given 
her the greateft inquietude, now entirely at her dif- t 
pofaL Some circumftances o f her late conduit had 
difcovered a bias towards the fide o f M ary: H er 
prevailing interefts led her to favour the enemies o f 
that princefs: The prefeffions of impartiality, which 
flie had made, were open and frequent; and fhe had 
fo far fucceeded, that each fide accufed her commif- 
fioners of partiality towards their adverfaries \  She 
herfelf appears, by the inftru&ions given them, to 
have fixed no plan for the decifion; but fhe knew 
that the advantages which fhe fhould reap, muft be 
great, whatever iffue the caufe might take. I f  M a
ry's crimes could be afcertained by undoubted proof 
fhe could for ever blaft the reputation o f that prin
cefs, and might juftifiably detain her for ever a pri- 
foner in England: I f  the evidence fell fhort o f  con
viction, it was intended to reftore her to the throne, 
but with fuch ftrift limitations as would leave E li
zabeth perpetual arbiter o f all differences between 
the parties in Scotland, and render her in'effe£fc ab- 
folute miftrefs o f the kingdom

M a r v 's commiffioners, before they gave in their 
complaints againft her enemies in Scotland, entered 
a proteft, that their appearance in the caufe fhould 
nowife affedl the independence o f her crown, or be, 
conftrued as a mark o f fubordination to England 
T he Englilh commifiioners received this proteft,

* Anderfon, vol. iv. part 2. p. 40. * Ibid, 14, 15, &c.
Goodaji, vol. 11« p. 110,
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C  H A^P; but with a referve to the claim o f  England. The
xxxtx* complaint of that princeis was next read, and con- 

tained a detail of the injuries which flic had fuffered 
fince her marriage with Bothwel: That her fubjefts 
had taken arms againft her, on pretence o f freeing 
her from captivity; that when Ihe put herfelf into 
their hands, they had committed her to clofe cuftody 
in Lochlevin; had placed her fon, an infant, on her 
throne; had again taken arms againft her after her 
deliverance from prifon; had rejeded all her pro- 
pofals for accommodation; had given battle to her 
troops; and had obliged her, for the fafety o f  her 
perfon, to take fhelter in England T h e earl of 
Murray, in anfwer to this complaint, gave a fum- 
mary and imperfedt account of the late tranfa&ions: 
That the earl of Bothwel, the known murderer of 
the late king, had, a little after committing that 
crime, feized the perfon o f the queen, and led her 
to Dunbar; that he acquired fuch influence ove# 
her as to gain her confent to marry him, and he 
had accordingly procured a divorce from his former 
wife, and had pretended to celebrate his nuptials 
with the queen; that the fcandal of this tranfadlion, 
the diihonour which it brought op the nation, die 
danger to which the infant prince was expofed from 
the attempts of that audacious man, had obliged the 
nobility to take arms, and oppofe his criminal en- 
terprifes; that after Mary, in order to fave hinr  ̂
had thrown herfelf into their hands, fhe ftill dif- 
covered fuch a violent attachment to him, that they 
found it neceflary, for their owti and ,the public 
fafety, to confine her perfon, during a feafon, till 
Bothwel and the other murderers of her hufband 
could be tried and punifhed for their crimes; and that, 
during this confinement, fhe had voluntarily, with
out compulfion or violence, merely from difguft at
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the inquietude and vexations attending power, re- " 
figned her crown to her only ion, and had appointed 
the earl o f Murray regent during the minority % 
The queen's anfwer to this apology was obvious: 
T h at ihe did not know, and never could fufpeCt, 
that Bothwel, who had been acquitted by a jury, 
and recommended to her by all the nobility for her 
huiband, was the murderer o f  the kin g; that ihe 
ever was, and ftill continues, defirous that if  he be 
guilty he may be brought to condign puniihment; 
that her reiignation o f the crown was extorted from , 
her by the well-grounded fears of her lifê  and even 
by direCt menaces o f  violence; and that T hrog
morton, the Engliih ambaiTador, as well as others 
of her friends, had advifed her to iign that paper, 
as the only means o f faving hepfelf from the laft ex
tremity, and had allured her that a content, given: 
under thefe circumftances, could never have any 
yalidity-. ^

So far the queen o f Scots feemed plainly to have 
the advantage in the conteil: And the Engliih com- 
miflxoners might have been furprifed that Murray 
had made fo weak a defence, and had fupprefled all 
the materia] imputations againft that princefs, on 
which his party had ever fo iirenuoufly infifted; had 
not ibme private conferences previouily informed 
them o f the fccret. M ary's commiflioners had 
boafted that Elizabeth, from regard to her kinf- 
woman, and from her defire o f maintaining the 
rights o f ibvereigns, was determined, how criminal 
foever the conduCt o f  that princefs might appear, to 
reftore her to the throne5; and Murray, reflecting 
on fome paft meafures o f the Engliih court, began 
to apprehend that there were but too juft grounds 
for thefe expectations. H e believed that Mary, if  
he would agree to conceal the jmoft violent part o f

E L I Z A B E T H .
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e  h a p * the actuation againft her, would fubmit to an? rea- 
xxxix . fjnay e terms of accommodation; but if  he once 

proceeded fo far as to charge her with the whole o f  
her guilt, no compofition could afterwards take 
place ; and ihould ihe ever be reftored, either by the 
power of Elizabeth, or the ailiftance o f  her other 
friends, he and his party muft be expofed to her 
jevere and implacable vengeance'. H e refolved, 
therefore, not no venture rafhly on a meafure which 
it would be impoffible for him ever to recal; and 
he privately paid a vifit to Norfolk and the other 
Englifh commiffioners, confeffed his. fcruples, laid 
before them the evidence o f the queen's guilt, and 
defired to have feme fecurity for Elizabeth's pro
tection, in cafe that evidence ihould, upon examin
ation, appear entirely fatisfaftory. Norfolk was not 
fecretly.difpleafed with thefe fcruples of the regent11. 
H e had ever been a partifan o f the queen o f Scots: 
Secretary Lidington, who began alfo to incline to, 
that party, and was a man of Angular addrefs and 

r capacity, had engaged him to embrace farther views 
in her favour, and even to think of efpoufing her: 
And though that duke confeffed w, that the proofs 
againft Mary feemed to Jiim unqueftionable, he en
couraged Murray in his prefent refolution, not to 
produce them publicly in the conferences before the 
Englifh commiffioners \

N o r f o l k , however, was obliged to tranfmit 
to court the queries propofed by the regent. Thefe 
queries confided of four particulars: Whether the 
Englifh commiffioners had authority from their fove- 
reign to pronounce fentence againft Mary, in cafe her 
guilt ihould be fully proved before them ? Whether 
they would promife to exercife that authority, and 
proceed to an a£tual fentence ? Whether the

w Auderfon,.vol. iv. part 2. p, 77, 
vState Trials, vul. i. p.^6.
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queen oF Scots* if  ftie were found guilty, lhould be 
delivered into the hands o f the regent, or, atleaft, 
be fo fecured in England, that fhe never ihould be 
able to difturb the tranquillity o f Scotland P and, 
Whether Elizabeth would alfo, in that cafe, promife 
to acknowledge the young king, and proteél the 
regent in his authorityr ?

E l i z a b e t h , when thefe queries, with the other 
tranfa&ions, were laid before her, began to "think 
that they pointed towards a conclufion more decifive 
and'm ore advantageous than ihe had hitherto ex- 
peéted. She determined, therefore, to bring the 
matter into full light ; and under pretext that the 
diftance from her perlon retarded the proceedings of 
her commiffioners, ihe ordered them to come to 
-London, and there continue the conferences. On 
their appearance, ihe immediately joined in com- 
million with them fome of thé moil confiderable o f 
her council j fir Nicholas Bacon, lord keeper, the 
earls o f Arundel and Leicefter, lord Clinton, ad
miral, and fir W illiam Cecil, fecretary T h e 
queen o f Scots, who knew nothing o f thefe fecret 
motives, and who expected that fear or decency 
would ftill reftrain Murray from proceeding to any 
violent accufation agàinft her, expreffed an entire 
fatisfa&ion in this adjournment ; and declared that 
the affair, being under the immediate infpeftion o f 
Elizabeth, was now in the hands where ihe moil 
defired to reft i t a. . T h e  conferences were accord- 
ingly continued at Hampton Court; and M ary’s 
commiffioners, as before, made no fcruple to be 
prefent at them.

T he queen, meanwhile, gave a fatisfa&ory anfwer 
to all Murray’s demands, and declared, that though 
flie wiihed and hoped, from the prefënt inquiry, to
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c h a p ,, be entirely convinced o f M ary’s innocence, yet if
¥ xxix. tTfte event fbould prove contrary, and if  that princefs 

ihould appear guilty of her hufband’s murder, ihe 
íhould, for her own part, deem her ever after un- 
worthy of a throneb. The regent, encouraged by 
this declaration, opened more fully his charge againft 
the queen of Scots, and, after expreihng his re- 
lu£tance to proceed to that extremity, and protefting 
that nothing but the neceflity of felf-defence, which 
muft not be abandoned for any delicacy, could have 
engaged-him in fuch, a meafure, he proceeded to 
accule her in plain terms of participation and con- 
fent in the aifaiTination of the kingc. The earl o f 
Lenox too appeared before the Engliih commifllon^ 
ers ; and imploring vengeance for the murder o f  his 
fon, accufed Mary as an accomplice with Bothwel in 
that enormityd. . -

W hen" this charge was fo unexpectedly given in, 
and copies of it were tran&nitted to the biíhop o f " 
Kofs, lord Herréis, and the other-commiffioners o f  
Mary, they abfolutely refufed to return an anfwer; 
and they grounded their filence on very extraordinary 
reafons: / fh ey had orders, they fáid, from their 
miilrefs, if any thing were advanced that might , 
touch her honour, not to make any defence, as ihe 
was a Jove reign princefs j and could not be fubject to. 
any tribunal; and they required that ihe ihould 
previoufly he admitted to Elizabeth’s prdence, to. 
whom, and to whom alone, ihe was determined to 
juftify her i n n o c e n c e T h e y  forgot that the con
ferences were at firfl begun, and were ftill conti
nued, with no other view than to clear her from the 
acGU fations of her enemies; that Elizabeth had ever 
pretended -to enter into them only as her friend, by 
her own conlcnt and approbation, not as affirming

b Goodall, voJ. ii. p. 199. c Anderfbn, vol. iv. part 4. p. i i ^ . ' 
& feq- Goüdalij vol. ii. p. 306. ú Anderibn, vol. iv. part a ,

■ P* 1 Goodali,  vol. ii. p. aoS.  ̂ Anderibn, vol, iv, part z m
p. & íeq* Gcod^ll, vol, ii, p, 184* 111. 2J7*
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any jurifdiftion over her ; that this princefs had, 1 
from the beginning, refufed to admit her to her pre
fence, till ihe ihould vindicate herfelf from the 
crimes imputed to her ; that ihe had therefore dif- 
covered no new figns of partiality by her perfe- 
verance in that refolution ; and that though Ihe had 
granted an audience to the earl o f Murray and his 
colleagues, ihe had previoufly conferred the fame 
honour on M ary’s commifRonersf ; and her con
duit was lb far entirely equal to both partiese.

A s the commillioners o f the queen o f Scots re
fufed to give in any anfwer to Murray’s charge, the 
neceflary confequence ièemed to be, that there could 
be no farther proceedings in the conference. But 
though this filence might be interpreted as a pre
em ption againft her, it did not fully *anfwer the 
purpofe o f thofe’Englifh miniftérs who were ene
mies to that princels. They itili defired to have in 
their hands the proofs of her guilt; and in order 
-to draw them with decency from thè regent, a ju 
dicious artifice was employed by Elizabeth. Murray 
was called before the Engliih commiffioners ; and 
reproved by them, in the queen’s name, for the 
atrocious imputations which he had the temerity 
to throw upon his fovereign : But though the earl 
o f  Murray, they added, and the other commiffion
ers, had fo far forgotten the duty o f allegiance to 
their prince, the queen never would" overlook what 
Ihe owed to her friend, her neighbour, and her kinf- 
woman ; and Ihe therefore defired to know what 
they could fay in their own juftification h. Murray, 
thus urged, made no difficulty in producing the 
.proofs o f  his charge againft the queen o f Scots; 
and among the reft, feme love-letters and fonnets 
o f  her’s to  Bothwel, written all in her own hand,

f Lefiy’s Negotiations in Anderfon, voi. ill. p. 25; Haynes, p# 487*
s See note [K,] at the end of the volume. 11 Anderfon, voU iv.

parta, p. 147. GoodalJ, v?l. ii. p. 233»
and
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and two other papers, one written in her own 
hand, another fubfcribed by her, and written by 
the earl %o f Huntley; each o f which contained a 
promife o f marriage with Bothwel, made before 
the pretended trial and acquittal o f  that noble
man.

A ll thefe important papers had been kept by 
Bothwel in a filver box or caiket, which had been 
given him by Mary, and which had belonged to 
her firft hufband, Francis 5 and though the princefs 
had enjoined him t© burn the letters as foon as he 
had read them, he had thought proper carefully 
to preierve them as pledges o f her fidelity, and 
had committed them to the cuftody of fir James 
Balfour, deputy-governor o f the cattle o f Edin
burgh, When that fortrefs was befieged by the 
aiiociated lords, Bothwel fent a lervant to receive 
the caiket from the hands o f the deputy-governor. 
Balfour delivered it to die meflenger; but as he had 
at that time received fome diiguft from Bothwel, 
and was fecretly negotiating an agreement with the 
ruling party, he took care, by conveying private 
intelligence to the earl of Morton, to make the 
papers be intercepted by him. * They contained in- 
conteftabie proofs of Mary’s criminal correfpond- 
ence with Bothwel, of her conient to the king’s 
; murder,- and of her concurrence in the violence 
which Bothwel pretended to commit upon her*. 
Murray fortified this evidence by fome teftimonies 
of correfpondent factsk ; and he added, lome time 
after, the dying confeflion of one Hubert, or French 
Baris, as he was called, a fervant of Bothwel’s, 
who had been executed for the king’s murder, 
and who diredtly charged the queen with her be
ing acceiTary to that criminal enterpriie *. 1

1 Anderfon, vol. ii. p. 115. Goodall, vol, ii, p. 1.
* k Andfiifon, vol, ii. part a, p. 165, &c. GoodalJ, vol. ii. p. 143,

1 Aiitierion, vol.ii. p. 1,92. Goodall, vol. ii. p, 76*

JvI a r y 's

HI S T O R Y  OF E N G L A N D .



M a r y ’ s commiflioners had ufed every expe
d ie n t to ward this blow which they faw coming, 
, upon them, and againft which, it appears, they Were 
not provided with any proper defence. A s foon as 

■ Murray opened his charge, they endeavoured to 
turn the conferences from an inquiry into a nego
tiation i and though informed by the Englifli com
miflioners that nothing could be more difhonourable 
for their miftrefs, than to enter into a treaty with 
fuch undutiful fubje&s, before Ihe had juftified her- 
felf from thole enormous imputations which had been 
thrown upon her, they ftill infilled that Elizabeth 
ihould fettle terms o f accommodation between Mary 
and her enemies in Scotland"1. They maintained 
that, till their mi lire is had given in her anfwer to 
Murray's charge, his proofs could neither be called 

vfor nor produced": And finding that the Engliih 
commiflioners were ftill -determined to proceed in 
the method which had been projected, they finally 
broke off the conferences, and never would make 
any reply. Thefe papers, at leaft tranflations of,

- them, have fince been publifhed. The objections
- made to their authenticity are, in general, of fmall 

force: But were they ever’lo fpecious, they cannot 
now be hearkened to; fince Mary, at the time 
when the truth could have been fully cleared, did; 
in effeft, ratify the evidence againft her, by re
coiling from the inquiry at the very critical moment, 
and refilling to give an anfwer to the accufation o f 
her enemies0.

B u t  Elizabeth, though ihe had feen enough for
* her own fatisfa&ion, was determined that the moil 

eminent perfons of her court ihould alfo be ac
quainted with thele tranfadlions, and ihould be con-

* vineed o f  the equity o f her proceedings. She or- 
i dered her privy-council to be afiembled; and, that

E L I Z A B E T  H>
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ilie might render the matter more, folemn and au
thentic, flie fummoned, along with them, the earls 
of Northumberland, Weftmoreland,  ̂ Shrewibury^ 
W orcefter, Huntingdon, and Warwic. A ll the 
proceedings of the Engliih commiffioners were! 
read to them; The evidences produced by Murray 
were perufed: A  great number of letters, written 
by Mary to Elizabeth, were laid before them* and 
the hand-writing compared with that o f the letters 
delivered in by the regent: The refufal o f the queen 
of Scots' commiffioners to make any reply, was 
related: And on the whole, Elizabeth told them^ 
that as ilie had frorft the firft thought it improper 
that Mary, after fuch horrid crimes were imputed 
to her, fbould be admitted to her prefence-before ihe 
had, in fome meaiure, juilified herfelf from the1 
charge; fo now, when her guilt was confirmed by 
fo many evidences, and all anfwer refuled, Ihe mult, 
for her part, perfevere more fteadily in that re- 
folutionp. Elizabeth next called in the queen of 
Scots' commiffioners, and, after obferving that ihe * 
deemed it much more decent for their miftrefs to 
continue the conferences, than to require the li
berty of juftifying herfelf in perfon, ihe told them,- 
that Mary might either fend her reply by a perion 
whom ihe trufted, or deliver it herfelf to fome 
Engliih nobleman, whom Elizabeth ihould appoint 
to wait upon her: But as to her refolution of making, 
no reply at ail, ihe muft regard it as the ftrongeft con- 
feffion of guilt i nor could they ever be deemed her 
friends who advifed her to that method o f proceed
ing'3. Thefe topics ihe enforced ftilt more ftrongly 
in a letter winch ihe wrote to Mary herfelf7.

T he queen of Scots had no other fubterfuge front 
thefe preffing remonftrances, than ftill to demand- 
a perfonal interview with Elizabeth; A  eonceffion:

P Anderfon^irol,\v. part %, p. 170, &c. Goodall, yol, ii. p. *54*.
* Anderibn, vol. iv. parti, p. 179, &c. Goodall, vol. ii. p. 268.
T Anderiqo, voi, iv. part 1, p; \ j  Goodnl], vol. ii, p,
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which, fhe was fenfible,. would never be Ranted5; be- c H a f, 
caufe Elizabeth knew that this expedient Ipuld decide I X xxix: 
nothings becaufe it brought matters to \Xtremity, 
which that princefs defired to avoid*; andbecaufe it 
had been refufed from the,beginning, even before the/ 
commencement o f the conferences* In order tp keep 
herfelf better in countenance, Mary thought of ano
ther device* Though the conferences were Woken
off, fhe ordered her commiffioners to accufe tk  earl 
o f Murray and hisaffociates as the murderers oithe 
k ing*: But this accufation,, coming lo late, being 1 
extorted merely by a complaint o f Murray’s, ar4 
being unfupported by any proof, could only be re. 
garded ,as an angry recrimination upon her enemy \ - '
She alio defired to have copies o f the papers given ip 
by the regent; but as fhe ftill perfifted in her refc- 
lution to make no reply before the Eriglifh com m it 
fioners, this demand was finally refufed her

A s Mary had thus put an end to the conferences, 
the regent exprefled great impatience to return into 
Scotland ; and, he complained, that his enemies had 
taken advantage o f  his abfence, and had thrown the 
whole government into confufion. Elizabeth there
fore difmiiTed hi m ; and granted him a loan of five 
thou fa nd pounds to bear the charges o f his journey x.

. During the conferences at Y ork , the duke o f Cha^ 
telrault arrived-at London, in paffing from France; 
and as the queen knew that he was engaged in Mary's 
party, and had very plaufible pretenfions to the re
gency o f the king o f  Scots, ihe thought proper to 
detain him .till after Murray’s departure. But not- 
withftanding thefe marks o f favour, and fome other 
affiftance which lhe iecretly gave this latter nobleman"',
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{he ftill declined acknowledging the young king, or
treating with Murray as regent o f Scotland*

Orders were given for removing tHe queen o f  
Scots from Bolton, a place furrounded with catholics, 
to Tutbuny in the county of Stafford, where fhe wa3 
put under the cuftody of the earl of Shrewfbury.. 
Elizabeth entertained hopes that this princefs, dis
couraged by her misfortunes,, and confounded by the 
late tranfadions, would be glad to fecure a fafe re
treat from all the tempefts with which fhe had been 
agitated ; and fhe promifed to bury every thing in. 
©hlivion, provided Mary would agree, either volun
tarily to reiign her crown, or to alfoeiate her fon with, 
her in the government; and the adminiftratiop to re
main, during his minority, in the hands o f the earl o f 
Murray K. But that high-fpinted princefs refufed alL 
treaty upon inch terms, and declared that her laft 
words fhould be thofe of a queen of Scotland. Be- 
fides many other reafons, fhe faid, which fixed her' 
in that refolution, fhe knew that i£ in the prefenG 
emergence, fhe made fuch conceflions, her fubmif- 
fion would be univerfally deemed an acknowledg
ment of guilt, and would ratify all the calumnies of 
her enemies3.

M ary ftill infilled upon this alternative; either 
that Elizabeth fhould afiift her in recovering her au
thority, or fhould. give her liberty to retire into 
France, and make trial o f the friendihip o f other 
princes : And as fhe aiferted that fhe had come •vo
luntarily into England, invited by many former pro- 
feilions of amity, ilie thought that one or other o f  
thefe requefts could not, without the moft extreme 
injuftice, be refufed her. But Elizabeth, fenfible oft 
the danger which attended both thefe propofals,. was 
fecretly refolved to detain her ftill a captive; and as 
her, retreat into England had been little voluntary,; 
her claim upon the queen's generality appeared much 
lefs urgent than fhe was willing to pretend. Neceffity^

% Goodall, vol. ii. p, ay£,  ̂ Ibid. p. 301#
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it was thought, would, to the, prudent, juftify her 
detention*^ H er paft mifconduCt would apologize for 
it^o the equitable: And though it was forefeen, that 
compaffion for M ary’s fituation, joined to her in- 
trigues and infinuating behaviour, would, while ihe 
remained in England, excite the zeal o f her friends, 
efpecially o f the catholics; thefe inconveniencies were 
deemed much inferior to thofe which attended any 
other expedient. Elizabeth trufted alfo to her own 
addrefs for eluding all thofe difficulties: She purpofed 
to avoid breaking abfolutely with the queen of ScotSj 
to keep her always in hopes of an accommodation, to 
negotiate perpetually with her, and frill to throw the4, 
blame of not coming to any conclufion, either oh 
unforefeen accidents, or on the obfdnacy and per- 
verfenefs o f others. ,

W e come now to rfiention fame Englifh affairs 
which we left behind us, that we might not interrupt 
our narrative of the events in Scotland, which form 
fo material apart o f the prefent reigm The term 
fixed by the treaty o f Cateau-Cambreiis for the re- 
ftitution of Calais, expired in 1567 ; and Elizabeth, 
after making her demand at the gates o f that city, 
fent fir Thomas Smith to Paris; and that minifterj 
in conjun&ion with fir Henry Norris, hef refident t 
.ambafTador, enforced her pretenfions. Conferences 
Were held on that head, without coming to any con
clufion fatisfaftory to the Englifh. T he chancellor, 
De PHofpital, told the Englifh ambaffadors, that 
though France, by an article of the treaty, was obliged 
to reftore Calais on the expiration pf eight years, there 
was another article o f  the fame treaty, which now de
prived Elizabeth of any right that could accrue tp’her 
by that engagement: That it was agreed, if  the Eng
lifh fhould, during the interval, commit hoftilides 
upon France, they fhould in it an cl y forfeit ail claim to 
Calais; and the taking pofiefijon o f Havre and 
Dieppe, with whatever pretences that meafure might 
be covered, was a plain violation of the peace between

L  2 the



4 c u 'V p. the nations: That though thefe places were noterf-
^jcxxix^ tere(j by force, but put into Elizabeth’s hands by the 

governors, thefe governors were rebels; and a Cor- 
refpondence with fuch traitors was the moft flagrant 
injury that could be committed on any fovereign: 
That in the treaty which enfued upon the expulfion of 
the Englifh from Normandy, the French minifters 
had abfolutely refufed to make any mention of Ca

lais, and had thereby declared rheir intention to take 
advantage of the title which had accrued to the crown 
of France: And that though a general claufe had 

, been inferted, implying a rdervation of all claims; 
’this eonceihon could not avail the Englifh,.who at that 
time poflefled no juft claim to Calais, and had pre- 
Wioufly forfeited, all right to that fortrefsV The 
queen was nowife furprifed at hearing thefe allega
tions; and as fhe knew that the French court in
tended not from the firft' to make reftitution, much 

- lefs after they could juftify their refufal by fuch plau- 
Tib'le reafons, fhe thought it better for the prefent to 
acquiefce in the lofs, than to purfue a doubtful title 
fhy,a war both dangerous and expenlive, as well as 
mnfeafonablef.

-■ E lizabeth entered anew into negotiations for 
efpoufmg the archduke Charles; and fhe feems, at 
this time, to have had no great motive of policy, 
tvHch might induce her to make this fallacious offer: 
®ut as fhe was very rigorous in the terms infifted on, 
and would not agree that the archduke, if he efpoufed ' 

* hery fhould enjoy any power or title in England, and 
. even refuted him the exercife of his religion, the treaty 

came to nothing; and that prince, defpairing of fuc- 
cefs in his addrefles, married the daughter of Albert 
duke of Bavariad.

* Haynes, p. 5 7̂- * Camden, p. 406* * Ibid. p. 407, 40$*
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Character of the puritans------Duke of Norfolk*s'con*
/piracy— :— InfurreSHon in the north----- A Jfajfina- ■
ticn of the earl of M urray------ A  parliament-------
C iv il wars of France------ Affairs of the Low Coun-
tries- ' — New c o ff piracy of the duke of Norfolk
«-----¿Trial of Norfolk------His execution------ Scotch
affairs ---- r-French affairs------ Maffacre of Paris
■— — French affairs— -C iv il wars of the Low  
Countries'.....-A  parliament,

OF all the European churches which fhook off C H A P .
the yoke o f papal authority, no one proceeded , x ^y j 

with fo much realon and moderation as the church t 56r. 
of England $ an advantage which had been derived cfhtâ aer 
partly from the interpofition o f the civil magi (Irate in ritans.pU* 
this innovation, partly from the gradual and flow fteps 
by which the reformation was conduced in that 
kingdom. Rage and animofity againft the catholic 
religion was as little indulged as could be fuppofed 
in fuch a revolution: T h e fabric of the fecular hier
archy was maintained entire: T h e ancient liturgy, 
was preferved, fo far as was. thought confident with 
the new principles : Many ceremonies,, become ve
nerable from age and preceding ufe, were retained: -
The fplendour o f the Romiih worihip, though re
moved, had at lead given place to order and de
cency;. T h e  diftin&ive habits o f the clergy, acr 
cording to, their different ranks, were continued: *
No-innovation was admitted, merely from fpite 

 ̂ X, 3 >  and



H I S T O R Y  OF E:NGLAND,
p H A P. and opposition to former ufage: And the new re- 

 ̂ ^L; ligion, by mitigating the genius of the ancient fu- 
, s68. perftition, and rendering in more compatible with 
'* : the peace and interefts of fociety, had preserved it- 

felf in that happy medium which wife men have 
always fought, and which the people have fo feldom 
been able to maintain.

B ut though fuch, in general, was the fpirit of 
the reformatlpn in that country, many of the Engliih 
reformers, being men of more warm complexions 

. .and more obdurate tempers, endeavoured to puili 
matters to extremities againfl the church of Rome, 

t and indulged themfelves in the moil violent contra
riety and antipathy to all former practices. Among 
thefs, Hooper, who afterwards fuffered for his re
ligion with fuch extraordinary ponflanCy, was chiefly 

. dill'inguiihed. This man was appointed, during the 
reign of Edward, to the fee of Glbceiler, and made 
no icruple of accepting the epifcopal office  ̂ but he 
refufed to be confecrated in the epifcopal habit, the 
cymarre and rochette, which had formerly, he faid, 
been abufed to fuperftition, and which were thereby 
rendered unbecoming a true chriftian. Cranmer and 

f Ridley were furprifed at this objeftion, which op- 
pofed the received practice, and even the eflabliihed 
laws; and though young Edward, defirous of pro
moting a man ip celebrated , for his eloquence, his 
zeal, and his morals, enjoined them to difpenfe with 
phis ceremony, they were flill determined to retain 
it, Hooper then embraced the refolution, rather to 
refufe the biihopric than clothe hirnfelf in thofe hated 
garments; but it was deemed requifite that, for the 
fake of the example, he Ihould not efcape fo eafily. He 
Was firft confined to Cranmer’s houfe, then thrown 
into prjfon, till he fhpuld confpnt to be a bifKop on 
the terms propofed: He was plied with conferences, 
|imi reprimands, and arguments: Bucer and Peter; 
P^ r̂tyr, and the moil celebrated foreign reformers,

were



-were confulted on this important queftion: And a 
trompromife, with great difficulty, was at laft made, 
that Hooper ihould not be obliged to wear com- 
•tnonly the obnoxious robes, but ihould agree to be 
confecrated in them, and to ufe them during cathe
dral fervicee: A  condefcenfion not a little extrar 
-ordinary in a man o f fo inflexible a fpirit as this 
¡reformer.

T  h e  fame objeftion which had ariien with regard 
to  the epifcopal habit, had been moved againft the 
rayment o f the inferior clergy; and̂  the furplice, in 
particular, with the tippet and corner cap, was a great 
object o f abhorrence to many o f the popular zealotsf. 
In vain was it urged, that particular habits, as well 
as pollutes and ceremonies, having been conftantly 
ufed by the clergy, and employed in religious fer- 
vice, acquire a veneration in the eyes of the people, 
.appear facred in their apprehenfions, excite their de
votion, and contraft a kind of my fieri ous virtue, 
which attaches the affe&ions o f  men to the national 
.and eftabliihed w orih ip: That, in order to produce 
ihis effeft, an uniformity in thefe particulars is re- 
quifite, and even a perfeverance, as far as pdffibfe, 
in the former pra&ice r And that the nation would 
Jhe happy, if, by retaining thefe inoffenfive ob
servances, the reformers could engage the people to 
.renounce willingly what was abfurd or pernicious in 
the ancient fuperftition. Thefe arguments, which 
had influence with wile men, were the very reafons 
which engaged the violent proteftants to rejedl the 
habits. They pufhed matters to a total oppoiitipn 
with the church o f R o m e: Every compliance, they 
faid, was a fymboliiing with Antichriftg. And this 
fpirit was carried fo far by fome reformers, that, in a 
national remonftrance made afterwards by the church 
o f  Scotland againft thefe habits, it was a C k e d ,W h a t

e Burnet, vol. it. p. 15a. Hey 1 in, p. 90. * Strype, vol, i.
P* 416. £ Ibid. u, a i 6.
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e  HAP, « hasChrift Jefus to do with Belial ? W hat has dark^
; x u  , “  nefs to do with light ? I f  furplices, corner caps/ 

¿0 1 ' << and tippets have been badges o f idolaters in the 
“  very a£t of their idolatry;; why fhould the preacher 
'« o f thriftian liberty  ̂ and the open rebuk'er of.all 
“  fuperftition, partake with the dregs of the Romiih 
« beaft? Yea, who is there that ought not rather 
<c to be afraid of taking in his hand, or on his fore- 
<c head, the print and mark o f that odious beaitf ?” 
But this application was reje&ed by the Englifh 
church.

T h e r e  was only one inftance in which the fpirit 
of contradiction to the Romanifts took place uni- 

'verfally in England: The altar was removed from 
the wall, was placed in the middle of the church, 
and was thenceforth denominated the communion-' 
table. The reafon why this innovation met with 
fuch general reception was, that the nobility and 
gentry got thereby a pretence for making fpoil o f 
the place, veftures, and rich ornaments which be
longed to the altarss.

T hese difputes, which had been ftarted during 
the reign of Edward, were carried abroad by the pro- 
teftants who fled from, the perfections o f M ary; 
and as the zeal of thefe men had received an increafe 

* from the furious cruelty of their enemies, they were
generally inclined to carry their oppofition to the 
utmoft extremity againft the practices o f the church 
of Rome. Their communication with Calvin and , 
the other reformers, who followed the difcipline and 
worihip of Geneva, confirmed them in this obftinate 
rduCtance; and though fome of the refugees, par
ticularly chofe who were eftablilhed at Frankfort, 
itill adhered to king Edward’s liturgy, the prevail
ing fpirit carried thefe confeifors to feek a ftill farther 
reformation. On the accefiion o f  Elizabeth, they

15a HI S T ORY  OF E NGL A ND;

f Keith, P.-565. Knox, p. 4.01,
$ Hey Jin, preface, p, 3, «¡ft. p. J06; , t
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returned to their native country ; and being regarded C 
with general veneration,, on account o f their zeaf and 
paft fufferings,- they ventured to infift on the efta- 
bliihment o f their projected model; nor did they 
want countenance from many confiderable perfons in 
the queen’s council. But the princefs hei felf, fo far 
from being willing to defpoil religion o f the few or
naments and ceremonies which remained in it, was 
rather inclined to bring the public worfhip ftill nearer 
to the Romiih ritual h; >and ihe thought that the 
reformation had already gone too far in Shaking off 
thofe forms and obfervances, which, without diffract
ing men o f more refined apprehenfions, tend, in a 
very innocent manner, to allure, and amufe, and 
engage the vulgar. She took care to have a law for 
uniformity ftridtly enabled ; She was empowered by 
the parliament to add any new ceremonies which 
ihe thought proper: And though ihe was iparing in 
the exercife o f this prerogative, ihe continued rigid; 
in exacting an obfervance o f the eftablifhed laws, 
and in puniihing all nonconformity. T he zealots, 
therefore, who harboured a fectet antipathy to the 
epifcopal order, and to the whole liturgy, were 
obliged, in a great meafure, to conceal thefe fenti- 
jments, which would have been regarded as highly 
audacious and criminal; and they confined their 
avowed obje£tions to the furplice, the confirmation*

k JVbcn NqivcI, one of her chaplains, bad fpoktn left reverently in a fermon, 
preached before bert of the Jign of the croft, fhe called aloud to him from her dofet 
wind010, commanding him to retire from that-ungodly digrejfton, and to return unto 
-hit text. And, on the other-fide y when one of her divines had preached a fermo? 
ip defence of the real prefence, fhe openly gave him thanks for his pains and piety.

Heyiih, p- 1*4. She would have abfolutely forbidden the marriage 
o f the clergy, if  Cecil had not interpofed. ;Strype*s Life of Parker,
,p. 107, 1 oii, 109. She was an enemy to fermons; and ufually laid, 
that ihe thuught two or three preachers were fufficient for a whole 
county. Jt was probably for thefe reafons that one Doling told her 
t̂o her face from-the pulpit, that Ihe was like an untamed heifer, that 
would not be ruled by God's people, but obftructed his difcipltne«
See life of Hooker, prefixed to his works.
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c h a p , o f children, the fign o f the crofs in baptifm, the 
XL- ring in marriage, kneeling at the facrament, and 

bowing at the name of Jefus; So fruitless is it 
for fovereigns to watch with a rigid care over ortho- 
doxy, and to employ the fword in religious contro- 
verfy, that the work, perpetually renewed, is per
petually to begin; and a g?rb, a gefture, nay a me- 
iaphyfical or grammatisal diftin&ion, when rendered 
important by the difputes of theologians and the 
zeal o f the magiftrate, is fufficient to deflroy the 
unity of the church, and even the peace o f fociety. 
T h d e controverfies had already excited fuch fer
ment among the people, that in fome places they 
refufed to frequent the churches where the habits 
and ceremonies were ufed; would not falute the 
conforming clergy; and proceeded fo far as to re
vile them in the ftreets, to lpit in their faces, and to 
ufe them with all manner o f contumely And 
while the fovereign authority checked theíe exceffes, 
the flame was confined, not extinguiihed; and burn
ing fiercer from confinement, it burft out in the 
fucceeding reigns to the deítruótion o f the church 
and monarchy.

A ll enthufiafts, indulging themfeives in rap̂ - 
turous Bights, extafies, vifions, inipirations, have a 
natural averfion to epifcopal authority, to ceremo
nies, rites, and forms, which they denominate fu- 
perftition, or beggarly elements, and which feem to 
reftrain the liberal effufions o f their zeal and devo
tion : But there was another fet o f  opinions adopted 
by thefe innovators, which rendered them in a pe
culiar manner the objeft of Elizabeth’s averfion. 
T h e fame bold and daring fpirit, which accom
panied them in their addrefies to the divinity, ap
peared in their political Ipeculations i and the prin
ciples o f civil liberty, which, during fome reigns, had

í  Strypc’s Life of Whitgift, p. 469.
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been little avowed in the nation, and which were C H A P. , 
totally incompatible with the prefent exorbitant * ^  
prerogative* had been ftrongly adopted by this new 1568. " 
jfe£t. Scarcely any fovereign before Elizabeth* and 
none after her* carried higher? both in fpeculation 
and practice* the authority o f the crown; and the 
puritans (fo thefe fe&aries were called, on account 
o f their pretending to a fuperior purity o f worihip 
and difcipiine) could not recommend themfelves 
worfe to her favour, than by inculcating the doc
trine of refilling or reflraining princes. From all 
thefe motives, the queen neglefted no opportunity 
o f deprefiing thofe zealous innovators; and while ' 
they were fecretly countenanced by fome o f her moth 
favoured miniilers, Cecil, Leicefter, Knolles, Bed^ 
ford, Walfmgham, fhe never was, to the end of her 
life, reconciled to their principles and practices.

W e have thought proper to infert in this place 
an account of ¿he rife and genius o f the puritans> 
becaufe Camden marks the prefent year, as the pe
riod when they began to make themfelves confider- 
able in England. W e  now return to our narra
tion.

T he duke o f  Norfolk was the only peer that 1569. 
enjoyed the higheft title o f nobility; and as there 
were at prefent no princes o f the blood, the fplendour confpuaey. 
o f his family, the opulence o f his fortune, and the 
extent o f his influence, had rendered him without - ' .
comparifon the firft fubjedt in England. The qua
lities of his mind corresponded to his high flation:
Beneficent, affable, generous, he had acquired the 
affe&ions o f the people ; prudent, moderate, ob
sequious, he poffeffed, without giving her any 
jealoufy* the good graces o f his fovereign. H is 
'grandfather and father had long been regarded as the 
leaders o f the catholics; and this hereditary attach
ment, joined to the alliance o f  blood, had procured j
Jiim the friendihip o f the molt eoniiderable men o f !

’ 1 ' ' ' " ' that !

E L I Z A B E T H .  i*5$



c h a p , that party: But as he had been educated among? 
^ , the reformers, was fincerely devoted to their princu

pies, and maintained that ftrift decorum and regu
larity o f life, by which the proteftants were at that 
time diftinguiihed 5 he thereby enjoyed the rare 
felicity of being popular even with the moft op 3 
pofite faftions. The height of his prolperity alone 
was' the Tource of his misfortunes, and engaged 
him in attempts, from which his virtue and pru  ̂
dence would naturally have for ever kept him at a
diftance, -

N o r f o l k  was at this time a widower; and be
ing of a fuitable age, his marriage with the queen 
o f Scots had appeared fo natural, that it had oc
curred to feveral of his friends and thofe o f that 
princefs: But the firft perfon, who, after fecretary 
Lidington, opened the fcheme to the duke, is .laid 
to have ’been the earl of Murray, before his depar
ture for Scotland k. That nobleman fet before 
Norfolk both the advantage of compoiing the dif- 
fenfions in Scotland by an alliance, which would 
be fo generally acceptable, and the profpe£t of 
reaping the fucceilion of England; and, in order to 

„ bind Norfolk’s intereft the fafter with M ary’s, he:
propofed that the duke’s daughter fhould alio 

, efpoufe the young king o f Scotland, The previoufly 
obtaining of Elizabeth’s confent, was regarded, 
both by Murray and Norfolk, as a circumftance 
efifential to the fuccefs of their projeft; and all terms 
being adjufted between them, Murray took care, 
by means of fir Robert Melvil, to have the defigo 
communicated to the queen of Scots. This prin- 
cefs replied, that the vexations, which ihe had met 
with in her two laft marriages, had made her more 
inclined to lead a Angle life; but ihe fras deter
mined to facrifice her own inclinations to the puhlic

Y5% HISTORY OF. E N G L A N D .
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1 Lefley,, p. 40, 41« 
■  Leiley, p. 41.

to State Trial*, p. 76. 7S-.

Welfare : And therefore, as foon as ihe ihotrld be c  
legally divorced from Bothwel, ihe.would be deter
mined by the opinion of her nobility and people in 

•the choice of another hufband
I t  is probable that M urray was not fincere in 

this propofal. H e had two motives to engage him 
to diffimulation. H e knew the danger which he 
muft run in his return through the north o f E n g
land, from the power o f the earls o f Northumber
land and Weftmoreland, M ary’s partifans in that 
country ; and he dreaded an infurreCtion in Scot- 

- land from thè duke of Chatelrault, and the earls of 
Argyle and Huntley, whom ihe had appointed her 
lieutenants during her abfence. By thefe feigned ap
pearances o f fri.'mdfhip, he both engaged Norfolk to 
write in his favour to the northern noblemen01 ; and 
he perfuaded the queen o f Scots to give her lieute
nants permiflion, and even advice, to conclude a 
ceflation o f hoftilities with the regent’s party n.

T he duke o f Norfolk, though he had agreed 
that Elizabeth’s content ihould be previoufly ob
tained before the completion o f his marriage, had 
reafon to apprehend that he never ihould prevail 
with her voluntarily to make that conceiTion. H e 
knew her perpetual and unrelenting jealoufy againft 
her heir and rival j he was acquainted with her for
mer reluctance to all propòfals o f marriage with the 
queen o f Scots ; he forefaw that this princefs’s 
efpoufing a perfon of his power and character and 
intereft, would give the greateft umbrage $ and as 
it would then become neceffaryto reinftate her in 
pofleffion o f her throne on iome tolerable terms, 
and even to endeavoyr the re-eftabliihing of her 
‘character, he dreaded left Elizabeth, whofe politics 
Ead now taken a different turn, would never agree 
*o fuch indulgent and generous conditions. H e 
therefore attempted previoufly to gain the confent

and



c h  A  P. and approbation o f feveral o f  the m oft confiderahle 
XLi nobility i and he was fuccefsful with the earls o f 

; Pembroke, Arundel, Derby, Bedford, 5  hrewibury,* 
" Southampton, Northumberland, Weftmoreland*

' Suifex °. Lord Lum ley.and fir Nicholas T hrog
morton cordially embraced the propofal: Even the 
earl of Leicefter, Elizabeth's declared favourite^ 
who had formerly entertained feme views o f efpouf- 

, ing Mary, willingly reiigned all his pretenfions, and 
feemed to enter zealoufly into Norfolk's interefts p. 
There were other motives, befides afie£Hon to the, 
duke, which produced this general combination of 
the nobility*

S ir William Cecil, fecretary of ftate, was the 
moil vigilant, active, and prudent minifter ever 
known in England and as he was governed by no 
views but the. interefts of his fovereign, which he 

Tad inflexibly purfued, his authority over her be
came every day more predominant. Ever cool hirn- 
felf, and uninfluenced by prejudice or affeiiion, he 

* _ checked thofe fallies of paffion, and fometimes of
caprice, to which ihe was fubje£t j and i f  he failed 
o f perfuading her in the firft movement, his perfe- 
verance, and remonftrances, and arguments, were 
:fure at laft to recommend themfelves to her found 
difcernment. The more credit he sained with his 
miftrefs, the more was he expo fed to the envy o f 
her other counfellors 5 and as he had been fuppofed 
to adopt the interefts of the houfe o f Suffolk, whofe 
claim feemed to carry with it no danger to the pre- 
fent eftablifhment, his enemies, in oppofition to him, 
were naturally led to attach themfelves to the queen 
of Scots. Elizabeth faw, without uneafinefs, this 
emulation among her courtiers, which ferved to 
augment her own authority; And though fhe fup- 
ported Cecil, whenever matters came to extremities^ 
■ and diffipated every confpiraey againft him,..pardr

* Cefley, p. 55. Camden, p. 419. ,SpotfwOi>d, p. 43c». 
p Haynes, p. 535. ;
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cularly one laid-about this time for having him - 
thrown into the Tower on fome pretence or 
other q9 (he never gave him fuch unlimited con
fidence as might enable him entirely to crufh his 
adverfaries.
* N orfolk, fen Able o f  the difficulty which he 
muft meet with in controlling CeciFs counfels, 
efpecially where they concurred with the inclination 
as well as intereft o f the queen, durfh not open to 
her his intentions o f marrying the queen of Scots; 
but proceeded ftill in the fame courfe, of increaiing 
his intereft in the kingdom, and engaging more o f 
the nobility to take part in his meaiures. A  letter 
was written to M ary by Leicefter,, and figned by 
feveral of the firft rank, recommending Norfolk for 
her huiband, and ftipulating conditions for the ad-, 
vantage o f both kingdoms; particularly, that fhe 
fhould give fufficient furety to Elizabeth, and the 
heirs o f  her body, for the free enjoyment of the 
.crown of England; that a perpetual league, often five 
and defenfive, fhould be made between their realms 
and fubje&s; that the proteftant religion fhould be 
eftablifhed by law in Scotland; and that fhe fhould 
grant an amnefty to her rebels in that .kingdom 
W hen M ary returned a favourable anfwer to this 
application, Norfolk employed himfelf with new 
ardour in the execution of his project; and befides 
lecuring the interefts o f many of the conftderable 
gentry and nobility who refided at court, he wrote 
letters to fuch as lived at their country-feats, and 
poffeffed the greateft authority in the feveral coun
ties s. T h e kings o f France and Spain, who in- 
terefted -themfelves extremely in M ary’s caufe, were 
fecretly confulted, and exprefled their approbation 
o f  thefe meafures h And though Elizabeth’s con- 
fent was always fuppofed as a previous condition to
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C H AP/the Sniffling o f this alliance, it was apparently Nor*: 
x L< , folk's intention, when he proceeded fu ch lengths 

without confulting her, to render his party fo ftrong, 
that it fhould no longer be in her power to refute
it '

I t was impofiible that fo extenfive a confpiracy 
.could entirely efcape the queen’s vigilance and that 
o f Cecil. She dropped feveral intimations to the 

‘.duke, by which he might learn, that ihe was 
, acquainted with his defigns ; and ihe frequently 

warned him to beware on what pillow he repoied 
his head w : But he never had the prudence or 
the courage to open to her his full intentions. 
Certain intelligence of this dangerous combination 
was given her firft by Leicefter, then by Murray x, 
who, if  ever he was fincere in promoting Norfolk's 
marriage, which is much to be doubted, had at leaft 

/intended, for his own fafety and that o f his party, 
that Elizabeth ihould, in reality as well as in ap
pearance, be entire arbiter o f the conditions, and 
ihould not have her confent extorted by any con
federacy of her own fubjedts. This information gave 
great alarm to the court of England; and the more 
fo, as thofe intrigues were attended with other cir- 
cumftances, of which, it is probable, Elizabeth was 
not wholly ignorant.

A mong the nobility and gentry, that feemed to 
enter into,Norfolk's views, there were many, who 
were zealoufiy attached to the catholic religion, who 
had no other defign than that of reiloring Mary to 
her liberty, and who vrould gladly, by a combination 

Tvkh foreign powers, or even at the expence o f a 
civil war, have placed her on the throne o f England.

■  S tate T r ia ls ,  v o l.  i .  p> U *  w C a m d e n , p .  4.20.
Spotfvvood, p . 2 3 1 .

* * I-eiley, p . 7 1 .  I t  appears b y  H a y n e s , p . 5 1 1 .  5 2 5 . th a t E liz a b e th  
h a d  beard rum ours o f  N o r fo lk 's  d e a lin g  w ith  M u r r a y  j an d  c h a rg e d  
the latter to  in fo rm  her o f  the w h o le  tru th , w h ic h  he a c c o rd in g ly  d id . 
See alfo the eari o f  M u r r a y 's  letter p ro d u ced  on  N o r fo lk ’ s t r ia l .
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i  L I  Z A B  E T B ,  i«t
The earls o f  Northumberland and W  eftmoreiand, who * £ h a  p . 
pofieffed great power in the north, were leaders o f this e  ^  
party; and. the former nobleman made offer to the ¿569.. 
queen o f Scots, by Leonard Dacres, brother to lord 
DacreSj that he would free her from confinement, and 
convey her to Scotland, or any other place to which 
ffie ihould think proper to retire y. Sir Thomas 
and fir Edward Stanley, fons o f the earl o f Derby, 
fir Thomas Gerrard, Rolftone, and other gentle
men, whofe intereft lay in the neighbourhood of the 
place where Mary refided, concurred in the fame 
views; and required that, in1 order to facilitate the 
execution of the fcheme, a diverfion ihould, in the 
mean time, be made from the fide o f Flanders 'V 
Norfolk difeouraged, and even in appearance fop- 
preffed, thefe confpiracies; both becaufe his duty to 
Elizabeth would not allow him to think c f  effeiting 
his purpoie by rebellion, and becaufe he forefaw 
that, if  the queen of Scots came into the poffeiTioa 
of thefe men, they would rather chufe for Her huf- 
baiid the king o f Spain, or fome foreign prince, who 
had power, as well as inclination, to re-eftabiiih the 
catholic religion \

W hen men of honour and good principles, like 
the duke o f Norfolk, engage in dangerous enter- 
prifes, they are commonly fo unfortunate as to be 
criminal by halves; and while they balance between 
the execution o f their defigns and their remories,, 
their fear o f punifoment and their hope o f pardon, 
they render themielves an eafy prey to their ene
mies; T h e duke, tn order to reprefs the furmifes 
fpread againft him, fpoke contemptuoufly to Eliza
beth of the Scottifo alliance; affirmed that his eftare' 
in England was more valuable than the revenue o f . 
a kingdom wafted by civil wars and fadtions ; and 
declared that, when he arnufed hirnfeJf in his own - 
tennis-court at Norwich amidft his friends and vaf-

y L eH ey, p . 7S, *  I b id . p . 5 8 , * I b id , p . 7 7 ,
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C HA#* fate, he deemed himfelf at leaft a petty prince, and- 
XL; . was fully fatisfled with his condition \  Finding: 

that he did not Convince her by thele afleverations,; 
and that he was looked on with a jealous eye by, 
the minifters, he retired to his country*feat without 
taking leave c. H e foon after repented o f  this m ea- 
fure, and fet out on his return to court, with a view 
o f ufing every expedient to regain the queen's good 
graces; but he was met at St. Albans by Fitz-G ar- 
ret, lieutenant o f the band o f  penfioners, by whom 
he was conveyed to Burnham* three miles from 
Windfor, where the court then refided H e  was 
foon after committed to the Tower, under the cus
tody of'fir Henry Nevil % Lefley biihop o f Rofs^ 
the quetfn of Scots' ambaflador, was examined, and- 
confronted with Norfolk before the council f. T he 
earl o f Pembroke was confined to his own houfe. 
Arundel, Eumley, and Throgmorton were taken 
into cuftody. The queen o f Scots herfelf was re
moved to Coventry; all accefs to her was, during 
fame time, more ftridlly prohibited; and vifcoum 
Hereford was joined to the earls o f Shrewsbury and . 
Huntingdon, in the office of guarding her.

A  r u m o u r  had been diffuied in the north o f an 
the North/intended rebellion; and the earl o f Sufiex, preft- 

dent o f York, alarmed with the danger, lent for 
Northumberland and Weftmorelaud, in order to 
examine them; but not finding any proof againft 
them, lie, allowed them to depart. The report 
meanwhile gained ground daily; and many appear-, 
anees o f its reality being difeovered, orders were 
difpatched by Elizabeth to thefe two noblemen to 
appear at court, and anfwer for their conduit K. 
They had already proceeded ib far in their criminal 
defigns, that they dared not to truft themfelves in. 
her hands; They had prepared meaiures for a re-

b C a m d en , p . 4 1 0 , < H a y n e s , p . $ ¿ 8 , *  I b id .  p . 3 3 ? .

I P*>41- Haynes, p . 5+ 0 . ; f Lefley, p . S o .,
S H a y n es , p , 5 5 2 ,
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bcllion; had communicated their defign to Mary 
and her minifters had entered into a correfpond* 
ence with the duke o f A lva, governor o f the Low  
Countries; had obtained his promife o f a reinforce
ment o f troops, and o f  a fupply o f arms and ammu
nition; and had prevailed on him to Tend over to 
London Chiapino Vitelli, one o f his moft famous 
captains, on pretence o f adjufling feme differences 
with the queen; but in reality with a view o f putting 
him at the head o f the northern rebels. T h e furrw 
mons, fent to the two earls, precipitated the rifing 
before they were fully prepared; and Northumber
land remained in fufpenfe between oppofite dangers* 
when he was informed that fome o f his enemies 
were on the way with a commiffion to arreft him* 
He took horfe inftantly, and haftened to his affociate 
Weftmoreland, whom he found furrounded with his 
friends and vaifals, and deliberating with regard tor 
the meafures which he Ihould follow in the prefent 
emergence. They determined to begin the infur- 
reclion without delay ; and the great credit o f thefe 
two noblemen, with that zeal for the Catholic reli-; 
gion, which ftill prevailed in the neighbourhood, 
foon drew together multitudes o f  the common peo
ple. They pubhlhed a manifefto, in which they de
clared, that they intended to attempt nothing againft 
the queen, to whom they avowed unfhaken alle
giance; and that their foie aim was to re-eftabiifh 
the religion o f their anceftors, to remove evil coun- 
fellors, and to reftore the duke o f  Norfolk and other 
faithful peers to their liberty and to the queen's fa
vour \ T he numbers of the malcontents amounted 
to four thoufand foot and fixteen hundred horie; 
and they expe£ted the concurrence o f all the catholics 
in England k. **

** Haynes, p. 595. Strype, voV. Append, p. 30. M S. in.the 
Advocates' Library, from Cou* Lib. Cal. c. 9.. * Cabala, p. 169.
Strype, vol. i. p. 547. k  Stowe, p. 663*
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q h \ P. T he queen was not negligent in her own defeilc^
< * and fhe had beforehand, from her prudent and wife

1569* conduit* acquired.the general good-will o f her peo
ple, the beft fecurity o f a fovereign; inibmuch that 
even the catholics in moil counties expreiTed an af
fection for her fervice 1; and the duke o f  Norfolk 
Jiimfelf, tiiotigh he had loft her favour, and lay in 
confinement, was not wanting, as far as his fituation 

, . permitted,, to promote the levies among his friends 
'and retainers. Suftex, attended by the earls o f Rut
land, the'lords Hunfdon> Evers, and W illoughby of 
Parham, marched againft the rebels at the head of 
feven thoufand men, and found them already ad
vanced to the bifhopric of Durham, o f which they 
had taken poiTeffion. They retired before him to 

; Hexham ; and hearing that the earl o f Warwic and 
lord Clinton were advancing againft them with a 
greater body, they found no other refource than to 
difperfe themfelves without ftriking a blow. The 
common people retired to their houfes: T he leaders 
fled into Scotland. Northumberland was found 
ikulking in that country * and was confined by Mur
ray in the caftle o f Lochlevin. Weftmoreland re
ceived ihelter from the chieftains o f the Kers and 
Scots, partifans of Mary ; and perfuaded them to 
make an inroad into England, with a view o f ex
citing a quarrel between the two kingdoms. After 
they had committed great ravages, they retreated to 
their own country. This fudden and precipitate re
bellion was followed foon after by another ftill more 

- imprudent, railed by Leonard Dacres. Lard  Hunf- 
don, at the head o f the garrifon of Berwic, was able*

. without any other afiiftance, to quell thefe rebels. 
Great feverity was exercifed againft fuch as had taken 
part in thefe rafh enterprifes. Sixty-fix petty con
stables were hanged m; and no lefs than eight hun
dred perfons are laid, on the whole, to have fuffered

1 Cabala, p. p, 4, « Camden, »»4.23.
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by the hands o f the executioner ” . But the queen £ h  a  p , 

was io well pieafed with Norfolk's behaviour, that XL* ^
,fhe releafed him from the T ow er; allowed him to 1569,
live, though under forhe fhew o f  confinement, in 
his own houfe; and only exafted a promife from him 
not to proceed any farther in his negotiations with 
die queen o f Scots

E lizabeth now found that the detention of Mary 
was attended with all the ill confequences which fhe 
had forefeen when ihe firfl: embraced that meafure.
This latter princefs, recovering, by means of her 
misfortunes and her own natural good fenfe, from 
that delirium into which Ihe feems to have been 
thrown during her attachment to Bothwel, had be
haved with fuch modefty, and judgment, and even 
dignity, that every one who approached her was 
charmed with her demeanor; and her friends were 
enabled, on fome plaufible grounds, to deny die 
reality o f all thoie crimes which had been imputed 
to her p. Compaffion for her fituation, and the ne- 
cefiity o f procuring her liberty, proved an incite
ment among all her partifans to be a£live in pro
moting her caufe ; and as her deliverance from cap
tivity, it was thought, could nowife be effected 
but by attempts dangerous to the eftabliihed govern
ment, Elizabeth had reafbn to expert, little tranquil
lity fo long as the Scottifh queen remained a prifoner 
in her hands. But as this inconvenience had been t 
preferred to the danger o f  allowing that princefs to 
enjoy her liberty, and to feek relief in all the catholic 
courts o f Europe, it behoved the queen to fupport 
the meafure which fhe had adopted, and to guard, 
by every prudent expedient, againft the mifchiefs' 
to which it was expofed. She ftill flattered Mary 
with hopes o f  her protect ion, maintained an am- 

; biguous conduit between that queen and her ene-

Lefley, p. S i. 0 Ibid. p. 9?* C.amden, p. 429.
Jaynes, p. 597. P Lefley, p .1 3 2 , Haynes, p. 511. ,548,
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mies in Scotland, negotiated perpetually concern
ing the term§ o f her reftoration, made conftant pro- 
feffions of friendfhip to her ; and by thefe artifices 
endeavoured both to prevent her from making any 
defperate efforts for her deliverance, and to fatisfy 
the French and Spanifh ambaffadors, who never in
termitted their felicitations, fometimes accompanied 
with menaces, in her behalf. This deceit was re
ceived with the fame deceit by the queen o f  Scots : 

Trofeflions of confidence were returned by profef- 
■ fions equally infincere : And while an appearance of 
friendfhip was maintained on both fides, the animo

s ity  and jealoufy, which had long prevailed between 
them, became every day more inveterate and incu
rable. Thefe two princefTes, in addrefs, capacity, 
activity, and fpirit, were nearly a match for each 
other} but unhappily, Mary, befides her prefent 
forlorn condition, was always inferior in perfbnal 

xondudt and diferetion, as well as in power, to her 
illuftrious rival.

E l i z a b e t h  and Mary wrote at the fame time 
letters to the regent. T h è qireen o f Scots defired, 
that her marriage with Bothwel might be examined, 
and a divorce be legally pronounced between them. 
The queen of England gave Murray the choice of 
three conditions ; that Mary fhould be reftored to 
her dignity on certain terms ; that fhe fhould be af- 
foriated with her fen, and the adminiftration re
main in the regent’s hands, till the young prince 
fhould come to years of diferetion or that fhe 
fhould be allowed to live at liberty as a private per- 

/fcn in Scotland, and have an honourable fettlement 
made in her favourq. Murray fummoned a conven
tion of ftates, in order to deliberate on thefe propo
r la  of the two queens: N o anfwerwas made by 
them to Mary's letter, on pretence that fhe had

q MSS. in the Advocates’ Library, A . 3*9. p, z37. from Cot. Lib.
vjHfU. Ct I»
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there employed the ftyle of-a ibvereign, addrefling c  
herfelf to her fubje&s ; but in reality, becaufe they 
faw that her requeil was calculated to prepare the . 1569/ 
way for a marriage with Norfolk, or Tome powerful 
prince, who could fupport her caufe, and reilore her* 
to the throne. They replied to Elizabeth, that the 
two former conditions were fo derogatory to the. 
royal authority o f their prince, that they could not 
fo much as deliberate concerning them : The third 
alone could be the iubje£t o f treaty. It was evident 
that Elizabeth, in propofing conditions fo unequal 
in their importance, invited the Scots to a re- 
fufal of thofe which were mod advantageous to 
M ary; and as it was difficult, if not impoffible, to 
adjuft all the terms o f the third* fo as to render it 
fecure and eligible to all parties, it was concluded 
that fhe was not fincere in any o f them \

I t  is pretended, that Murray had entered into a j S79m 

private negotiation with the queen, to get Mary de
livered into his hands5; and as Elizabeth found the 
detention o f her in England fo dangerous, it is 
probable that ihe would have been pleafed, on any 
honourable or fafe terms, to rid herfelf o f a prifouer 
who gave herfo much inquietude1. But all thefe pro
jects vanifhed by the fudden death o f the regent, who 
was affaffinated, in revenge o f a private injury, by a Jan* 
gentleman o f the name o f Hamilton. Murray was a 
perfon o f  confiderable vigour, abilities, and con- V
ftancy; but though he was not unfuccefsful, during Murray, 
his regency, in compofing the diflenlions in Scot
land, his talents Ihone out more eminently in the 
beginning than in the end o f his life. H is manners 
were rough and auftere; and he pofiefied not that 
perfect integrity, which frequently accompanies, and 
can alone atone for, that unamiable chara&er.

r Spotfwood, p. 430, 231. Lefley, p. 71. _• Camden, p. 425.
J.dley, p. £3. 1 See note [OJ at the end o f the Yolume,
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B y  the death o f the regent, Scotland relapfed into 
anarchy. Mary’s party afïëmbled together, and made 
themfelves mailers o f Edinburgh. The caille, com
manded by Kirftaldy o f Grange, jfeemed to favour her 
caufe ; and as many of the principal nobility had em+ 
braced that party, it became probable, thoojgh the 
people were in general averfe to her, that her âutho  ̂
rity might again acquire the afcendanfc T o  check its 
progrefs, Elizabeth difpatched SuiTex with an army 
to the North, under colour of chailizing the ravages 
committed by the borderers. H e entered Scotland, 
and laid wade the lands o f the Kcrs and Scots, feized 
the caille of Hume, and- committed hoftilities on all 
M ary’s partifans, who, he faid, had offended his mif- 
trefs by harbouring the Englifft rebels. Sir W il
liam Drury was afterwards fent with a body of troops, 
and he threw down the houles.of the Hamiltons/ 
who were engaged in the fame faétion. T h e Engliih 
armies were afterwards recalled by agreement with 
the qiieen of Scots, who promifed, in return, that no 
French troops ihould be introduced : into Scotland, 
and that the Engliih rebels ihould be delivered up to 
the queen by her partifans \  .

B u t  though the queen, covering herfelf with the 
pretence of revenging her own quarrel, fo far con
tributed to fupport the party o f the young king o f 
Scots, file was cautious not to declare openly againft 
M ary; and flie even lent a requeil, which was equi
valent to a command, to the enemies o f that princefs, 
not to clecl, during fome time, 4 regent in the place 
o f  Murray Lenox, the king’s grandfather, was 
therefore chofen temporary governor, under die ti
tle of Lieutenant. Hearing afterwards that M ary’s, 
partifans, inftead o f delivering up Weflmoreland, 
and the other fugitives, as they had promifed, 
had allowed them to efcape into Flanders 5 fhe

H I S T O R Y  OF E N G L A N D .
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permitted the king’s party to give Lenox the tide o f G H A P , . 
Regent*, and ihe fent Randolph, as her refxdent, to t_ XL* j  
maintain a correipondence with him* - But notwith- »570. 
Handing this ftep, taken in favour o f M ary’s ene- - 
míes, ihe never laid afide her ambiguous conduit, or 
quitted the appearance of amity to that prineefs,- 
Being importuned by the bifhop o f Rofs> and her 
other agents, as well as -by foreign ambaiTadors, ihev 
twice procured a fufpenfion of arms between the:
Scottiih fadtions, and by that means flopped the 
hands o f the regent, who was likely to obtain ad
vantages over the oppofite party y. By thefeTeeming 
contrarieties fhe kept alive the factions in Scotland,», 
increafed their mutual animofity, and rendered the 
whole country a feene o f devaftation and of mifery V  
She had no intention to conquer the kingdom, and 
confequently no intereft or defign to inftigate the 
parties againft each other; but this confequence wa$ 
an accidental effeft of her cautious politics, by which 

The was engaged, as far as poflible, to keep on good 
terms with the queen o f Scots, apd never to violate 
the appearances o f friendlhip with her,, at leaft thofe: 
of neutrality3.

T h e  better to amufe Mary with the profped: o f * 

an accommodation, Cecil and fir W alter Mildmay 
were lent to her with propofals from Elizabeth.
The terms were fomewhat rigorous, fuch as a cap
tive: queen might expeft from a jealous rival; and 
they thereby bore the greater appearance o f fincerity 
on-the part o f the Engiiíh court. It was required 
that the queen o f Scots, befides renouncing all title 
to the crown o f  England during the lifetime o f 
Elizabeth, fhould make a perpetual league, offenfive 
and defenfive, between the kingdoms ; that fhe 
fhould marry noEngliiliman without Elizabeth’s con
sent, nor any other perfon without the confent o f

x Spotfwood, p. ^4.1. r  Ibid. p. *43. * Crawford, p.
?. See note [PJ at the end of the volume. *5 the
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• C h ;a p . the Rates o f Scotland; that cotripeniation ihould'b&. 
, made for the late ravages committed in England; 

that juftice ihould be executed on the murderers o f 
king Henry; that the young prince Ihould be fent 

1 into England, to be educated there; and that fix 
hoftages, all of them noblemen, ihould be delivered 
to the queen o f England, with the caftle o f Hume, 
and ibme other fortrefs, for the fecurity o f perform
ance Such were the conditions upon which E li
zabeth promiied to contribute her" endeavours to
wards the reftoration o f the depofed queen. The 
necefiity of Mary’s affairs obliged her to confent to 
them ; and the kings o f France and Spain, as well 
as the pope, when confulted by her, approved of 
her conduit; chiefly on account o f  the civil wars, 
b y  which all Europe was at that time agitated, 
and which incapacitated the catholic princes from 
giving her any afliftance %

E l i z a b e t h ’ s commiflioners propoied alio to 
M ary a plan of accommodation with her fubjeits in 
Scotland; and after fome reafoning on that head, 
it  was agreed that the queen ihould require 
/Lenox, the regent, to fend commiflioners, in order 
to treat of conditions under her mediation. The 
partifans o f Mary boaftcd, that all terms were fully 
fettled with the court o f England, and that the 
Scottiih rebels would foon be conftrained to fub- 
mit to the authority of their fovereign : But Eliza
beth took care that theie rumours ihould meet with 
no credit, and that the king’s party Ihould not be 
difcouraged, nor fink too low in their demands. 
Cecil wrote to inform the regent* that all the 
tjueen o f England’s propofals, fo far from being 
fixed and irrevocable, were to be difcufied anew in 
the conference; and defired him to fend commif- 
fioners who ihould be conftant in the king’s caufe,

* SpotiWooJ, p, 1*5. Lefley, p. 10i. c L efleyf p . 109, &c,

& and

H I S T O R Y  OF E N G L A N D ,



jmd cautious not to make conceflions which might 
be prejudicial to their partyd. Suffex alfo, in his 
letters, dropped hints to the fame purpofe; and 
Elizabeth herfelf faid to the abbot o f Punfermling, 
whom Lenox had lent to the court o f England, that 
ihe would hot infill on M ary’s reftoration, pro
vided the Scots could make the juftice of their caufe 
appear to her fatisfaftion ; and that, even if  their 
reafons ihould fall ihort o f  full con vision , flie 
would take effe&ual care to provide for their fu
ture fecurity*.

T h e  parliament o f Scotland appointed the earl 
o f  Morton and fir James M acgiil, together with 
the abbot o f Dunfermling, to manage the treaty. 
Thefe commiffioners prefented memorials, contain
ing reafons for the depofition o f  their queen; and 
they feconded their arguments with*examples drawn 
from the Scottifh hiHory, with the authority o f laws, 
and with the fentiments o f many famous divines. T h e 
lofty ideas which Elizabeth had entertained, o f the 
abfolute, indefeafible right o f fovereigns made her 
be ihocked with thefe republican topics* and ihe 
told the Scottiih commiffioners, that fhe was nowife 
fatisfied with their reafons for juftifyiog the conduit 
o f  their countrymen; and that they might there
fore, without attempting any apology, proceed 
to open the conditions which they required for 
their fecurityf. They replied, tl̂ at their commiffion 
did not empower them to treat o f any terms which 

* might infringe the title and fovereignty o f their young 
king, but they would gladly hear whatever propofals 
ihould be made them by her imjefty. T h e  conditiohs 
recommended by the queen were not difadvantageous 
to M ary; but as the commiffioners infilled, 
that they were not authorifed to treat in any man
ner concerning the reftoration o f that princefs*, the

d Spotfwood, p. 14.5. e Ibid* p, 14.7, 24.8. f  Ibid*
Pp *48, 249* a  Haynes, p. 623.
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C  H A  P. conferences were neceflarily at an end ; and Eliza- 
^ XL* , beth difmiffed the Scottifh commiffioners with in- 
^ ^ j u n a i o n s , . that they fhould return, after having 

procured more ample powers from their parliament \  
T h e bifhop o f  Rofs openly complained to the 
Engliih council that they had abufed his miftrefs 
by fair promifes and profe (lions; and Mary herfelf 
was no longer at a lofs to judge o f Elizabeth's inr 
iincerity. . By reafon of thefe difappointments, mat
ters came ftill nearer to extremities between the two. 
princeffes; and the queen o f Scots, finding all her 
hopes eluded, was more ftrongly incited to make,

' at all hazards, every poffible attempt for her liberty 
and fecurity, ^

A m incident alfo happened about this time, which 
tended to widen1 the breach between Mary and 
Elizabeth, and to increafe the vigilance and jea- 

Joufy o f the latter princefs. Pope Pius V . who 
had fucceeded Paul, after having, endeavoured in 
vain to conciliate by gentle means the friendihip of 
-Elizabeth, whom his predeceflor’s violence had ir
ritated, iflfued at lail a bull of excommunication 
againft her, deprived her of all title to the crown, 
and abfolved her fubjefts from their oaths of alle
giance1, It feems probable, that this attack on 
the queen’s authority was made ..in concert with 
Mary, who intended by that means to forward the 
northern rebellion ; a meafure which was at that 
time in agitation \  John Felton affixed this bull 
to  the gates of the bifhop of London’s palace; and 
jcorning either to fly or to deny the faft, he was feized 
and condemned, and received the crown o f mar
tyrdom,, for which heFeerns to haye, entertained fo 

. violent an ambition k
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A  n e w  parliament, after five years' interval,; w a s  G  H h  

aflembled at Weftminfter j and as the queen, by the ■_ ^  y 
rage .of the. pope againft her, was become ilill more *s7k  
the head o f the ruling party, it might be expedited, of Apr* 
both from this incident and from her own prudent mê ,r 
and vigorous conduit, that her authority over the 
two houfes would be abfolutely uncontrollable. It 
was fo in fait $ yet is it remarkable, that it pre
vailed not without feme fmall oppofition j and that 
too arifing chiefly from the height o f zeal for pro^ 
teftantifm j a difpofition o f the Englilh, which in 
general contributed extremely to increafe the queen's 
popularity. W e fhall be fomewhat particular in 
relating the tranfaftions of this fefiion, becaufe they 
iliow, as well the extent o f the royal power during 
that age, as the charaiter o f Elizabeth, and the ge
nius o f her government. It will be curious aifo to 
obferve the faint dawn o f the fpirit o f liberty among 
the Engliih, the jealoufy with which that fpirit was s 
repreffed by the fbvereign, the imperious conduit 
which was maintained in oppofition to it, and the 
eafe with which it was fubdued by this arbitrary 
princefs.

T h e  lord keeper Bacon, after the fpeaker of the 
commons was eleited, told the parliament, in the 
queen's name, that fee enjoined them not to meddle 
with any matters o f ftatem: Such was his expref- 
fion; by which he probably meant, the queftions 
o f the queen's marriage and the fuccefeon, about 
which they had before given her feme uneafinefs :
For as to the other great points o f  government, 
alliances, peace and war, or foreign ■ negotiations^ 
no parliament in that age ever prefumed to. take 
them under confideration^ or queftion, in thefe par
ticulars, the conduit o f their fcvereign, or offeis, 
minifters*

I n the former parliament, the puritans had in
troduced feven bills for a farther reformation in. re-

® D Ew es, p. i $ u
llgion i  '
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c h a p . Hgion; but they had not been able to prevail in any 
one o f them \ This houfe o f  commons had fitcen 

¿571; a very few days, when Stricland, a member, re
vived one o f the bills, that for the amendment of 
the liturgy®. The chief objeftion, which he men
tioned, was the fign o f  the crofe in baptifrru A n 
other member added, the kneeling at the facrament j 
and remarked that, if  a pofture o f humiliation 
were requifite'in that aft o f devotion, it were better 
that the communicants ihotild throw themfelves 
proftrate on the ground, in order to keep at the 

t. wideft diftance from former fuperftitionp.
R e l i g i o n  was a point, o f which Elizabeth was, 

i f  poffible, ftill more jealous than of matters of 
ftate. She pretended that, in quality o f  fu- 
preme head or governor o f the church, Ihe was 
fully empowered, by her prerogative alone, to decide 
all queftions which might arife with regard to 
doftrine, difcipline, or worihip; and Ihe never 
would allow her parliaments fo much as to  take 
thefe points into confiderationq. T he courtiers did 
not forget to infift bn this topic: The treafurer o f 
the houlehold, though he allowed that any herefy 
might be repreiTed by parliament (a conceifion . 
which feems to have been raih and unguarded* 
fince the aft, inverting the crown with the fupre-/ 
macy, or rather recognifing that prerogative, gave 
the fovereign full power to reform all herefies), yet 
he affirmed, that it belonged to the queen alone, as 
head o f the church, to regulate every queftion o f 
ceremony in worihip'. The comptroller feconded 
this argument! infilled on the extent o f the queenY 
prerogative; and faid that the houfe might, from 
former examples, have taken warning not to meddle 
with fuch matters. One Piftor oppofed thefe re- 
monftrances o f the Courtiers. H e was fc and allied,

* «85. • Ibid. p. 156, 157, P Ibid. p. 167*
• Ibid. p. i$g. f Ibid. p.

he
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lie faid, that affairs o f fuch infinite confequence 
(namely, kneeling and making the fign o f the crois) 
mould be parted over io lightly. Thefe queftions, 
he added, concern the falvation o f fouls, and in-, 
tereft every one more deeply than the monarchy of; 
the whole world. This caufe he fhewed to be the 
eaufo o f G o d ; the reft were all but terrene, yea 
trifles in companion, call them ever fo great: Sub— 
fidies, crowns, kingdoms, he knew not what weight; 
they had when laid in the balance with fubje&s o f  
fuch unfpeakable importance V  Though the zeal, 
of this member feems to have been approved of,,, 
the houfe, overawed; by the prerogative, voted upon 
the queftion, that a petition fhould be prefented to. 
her majefty, for her licence to proceed farther in 
this b ill; and, in the mean time, that they Ihoukf 
flop all debate or reafoning concerning it f

M atters would probably have refted here, had' 
not the queen been fo highly offended with Strick
land's prefumption, in moving the bill for reform
ation o f the liturgy", that Hie fummoned him before, 
the council, and prohibited him thenceforth from 
appearing in the houfe o f commons*. This ad  o f  
power was too violent even for the fobmifiive par-, 
liament to endure. Carleton took notice o f the,., 
matter; complained that the liberties o f the houfe. 
were invaded; obferved that Stricland was not a* 
private man, but reprefented a multitude; and 
moved, that he might be font for, and, if lie were 
guilty o f any offence, might anfwer for it at the bar, 
of the houfe, whidi he infinuated to be the only 
competent tribunals . Yelverton enforced the prim 
ciples o f liberty with ftill greater boldneis. H e  faidn 
that the precedent was dangerous: And though,, 
in this happy time o f lenity, among fo many good 
and honourable perfonages as were at prefent in- 
vefted with authority, nothing of" extremity or

D’Ewes, p .  1 6 6 . 
Ibid.

* Ibid* p. 167. °Tbi4. ' 
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c  h a  p, injury was tó be apprehended ; yet the times might

H I S T O R Y  OF È N G L À N D .

ch: alter; what now is permitted, might hereafter be ccn-
^  ftrued as duty ; and might be enforced even on the 

ground of the prefent permiffion. H e added, that all 
matters not treafonable, or which implied not too much 
derogation of the imperial crown, might, without 
offence, be introduced into parliament; where every 
queftion that concerned the community muft be 
eonfidfered, and where even the right o f  the crown 

\  itfelf muft finally be determined. H e remarked,
: that men fat not in that houfe in their private ca

pacities, but as elefted by their country ; and though 
it was proper that the prince fhould retain his pre
rogative, yet was that prerogative limited by law: 
A s  the fovereign could not o f himfelf make laws, 
neither could he break them, merely from his own 
authority x.

T h e s e  principles were popular, and noble, and 
generous ; but the open affertion o f them was, at 
this time, fomewhat new in England : And the 
courtiers were more warranted by prefent praótice/ 
when they advanced a contrary doftrine. The 
trealurer warned the houfe to be cautious in their 
proceedings ; neither to venture farther than their 
aifured warrant might extend, nor hazard their good 
opinion with her majefty in any doubtful caufe. 
The member, he faid, whofe attendance they re
quired, was not reftrained on account o f any liberty 
o f fpeech, but for his exhibiting a bill in the houfe 

1 againft the prerogative of the queen ; a temerity 
which was not to be tolerated. And he concluded 
with obferving, that even fpeeches, made in that 
houfe, had been queftioned and examined by the 
f o v e r e ig n C le e r e ,  another member, remarked, 
that the fovereign’s prerogative is not fo much as 
difputable, and that the fafety o f the queen is the 
iafety- of the fubjeét. H e added, that, in queftions 
o f divinity, every man was for his inftruftion to

* D Ewes, p* i 7 j ,  176. r Ibid, p, 175. ,
repair



È  L ì  2 À  È É  T  H.
répàir tò his ordinary s and he feems to mfinuate, 
that the bifhops therrifelves; for , their inftruition£, 
inn ft repair to the queenz. Fleetwood obferved, 
that in his memory, he knew a man, who, in the • 
fifth of the prefent queen, had been called to ac
count for a fpeech in the-houle. But left this ex
ample ìhould be deemed too recent, he would in
form them, from the parliament rolls, that, in the4 
reign of Henry V . a ’biihop was committed to' pri~ 
fon hy the king's command, on account o f his free- ‘ 
dom of fpeech ; and the parliament prefumed not ' 
to go farther than to be humble fui tors for him : 
In the fubfequent reign the fpeaker himfelf was 
‘committed, with another member ; and the houfe 
found ho ocher remedy than a like fubmiffive ap- >* 
plication. H e ad vi fed the houfe to have recourfe 
to the, fame expedient 5 and not to prèfume either to * 
lend for their member, or demand him as o f  right3. 
During this fpeech, thofe members o f  the privy- * 
council whò fàt in the houfe whifpered together ^  
upon which,the Ipeaker moved, that thè houfè 
ihould make ft ay o f  ail farther proceedings : À  mo- . 
tion which was immediately complied with. T h è  * 
queen, finding that the experiment which ilie had 
made wàs likely to excite a great ferment, faved her 
honour by this filence of the houfe ; and left the 
queftion might bè refumed, file fent next day to 
Stricland her" permiffion to give his attendance in 
parliamentb. * . . ’ :■

N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  this rebuke from the throne, 
the zeal o f the commons itili engaged them to con
tinue the diicuffioh o f thofe* other bills which re
garded religion 5 hut they were interrupted by a ftiil 
more arbitrary proceeding o f the queen, in which: " 
the lords condefeended to be her inftruments. This 
houfe fent a meflage to the commons, defiring that a 
committee might attend them. Some members were : 
appointed (or that purpofe ; and the upper houfe

* D*E\ves, p, i “ 5
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C h a p , acquainted them, that the queen’s majefty being in- 
t x h  , formed o f the articles o f reformation which they 

had canvaffed, approved o f them, intended to pub- 
■’ ■-v- liih them, and to make thè bilhops execute them, 

by virtue of her royal authority, as fupreme head of 
the church o f England: But that Ihe would not 

, , permit them to be treated of in parliaments The
houfe, though they did not entirely flop proceedings 
on account o f this injunftion, feem to have been 
nowife offended at fuch haughty treatment ; and 
in the iffue all the bills came to nothing.

A  m o t i o n  made by Robert Bell, a puritan, 
againft an exclufive patent granted to a company of 
merchants in Briftold, gave alfo occafion to feveral 
remarkable incidents. The queen, fome days after 

/ the motion was made, fent orders by the mouth 
o f the ipeaker, commanding the houfe to fpend 
little time in motions, and to avoid long fpeeches, 

t A ll the members underftood that fhe had been of
fended, becaufe a matter had been moved which 
feemed to touch her prerogative*. Fleetwood ac- 

v cordingly fpoke o f this delicate fiibjeft. H e ob- 
ferved, that the queen had a prerogative o f granting 
patents ; that to queftion the validity o f any patent 

< was to invade the royal prerogati ve ; that all foreign
strade was entirely fubjefied to the pleafure o f the/' 

lovereign; that even the ftatute which gave liberty o f 
commerce, admitted of all prohibitions from the 
crown; and that the prince, when he granted an 1 
exclufive patent, only employed the power veiled in 
him, and prohibited ail others from dealing in any. 
particular branch o f commerce. H e quoted the' 
clerk of the pari lament's book, to prove that no man 
might fpeak in parliament o f the ftatute of wills, ; 
unleis the king hi ft gave licence ; becaufe the royal 
prerogative in the wards was thereby touched. He 

s ihewed likewife theftatutes of Edward I. Edward 111.
t - j ^ : /

c D 'E w es, ‘p. *So. 1S5. 4 Ibid. p. 185. e Ibid, p, i j9 .
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find Henry IV . with a faving o f the prerogative. And C 
in Edward V I . ’s rime, the protestor was applied to,  ̂
for his allowance to mention matters o f prerogativef.

Sir Humphrey Gilbert, the gallant and re
nowned fea-adventurer, carried thefe topics ftill far- / 
ther. H e endeavoured to prove the motion made 
by Bell to be a vain device, and perilous to be treated 
of j iince it tended to the derogation o f  the prero
gative imperial, which whoever ihould attempt io 
much as in fancy, could not, he faid, be other wife 
accounted than an open enemy. For what difference 
is there between faying that the queen is not to ufe' 
the privilege of the crown, and faying that iheis nor 
queen ? And though experience has Ihewn fo nrVuch 
clemency in her majefty, as might, perhaps, make 
fubje&s forget their duty; it is not good to fport or 
venture too much-with princes. H e reminded them 
o f the fable o f the hare, who, upon the proclama
tion, that all horned beafts ihould depart the court,, 
immediately fled, left: his ears ihould be conftrued to 
be horns $ and by this apologue he Teems to iniinuate, 
that even thofe who heard or permitted fuch danger
ous ipeeches, would not themfelves be entirely free 
from danger. H e defired them to beware, left, i f  
they meddled farther with thefe matters, the queen 
might look to her own power; and finding herfelf 
able to fuppreis their challenged liberty, and to ex
ert an arbitrary authority, might imitate the example ' 
of Lewis X I. o f France, who, as he termed it, de
livered the crdwn from wardihip2. '

T h o u g h  this fpeech gave femedifguft, nobody, 
at the time, replied any thing, but that fir Humphrey 
miftook the meaning of the houfe, and o f the mem
ber who made the motion: They never had any other v 
purpofe, than to reprefent their grievances, in due and 
feemly form, unto her majefty. ' But in a fubfequent

E L I Z A B E T H .
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c h a p , debate, Peter Wentworth, a man o f a fuperior free 
i_ ^ fpirit, called that fpeech an infult on the houfe j , 

t~sju noted fir Humphrey's difppfition to flatter arid fawn 
on the prince; compared him to the cameleon, 
which can change itfelf into all colours, except white; 
and recommended to the houfe ’a due care o f  liberty 
o f  fpeech, and o f the privileges o f parliamenth;
It appears, on the whole, that the motion againft 
the exclufive patent had no effeft. Bell, the meim 
Eer who firft introduced it, was fent for by the 
'council, and whs feverely reprimanded for his te
merity* H e returned to the houfe with fuch an 
amazed countenance, that all the members, well in- 

v formed of the reafon, were ftruck with terror y and 
during fome time no one durft rife' to fpeak of any 
matter of importance, for fear of giving offence to 

-the queen and the council. Even after the fears of 
the commons were fomewhat abated, the members 

, 1 fpoke with extreme precaution; and by employ
ing moft of their difcourfe in preambles and apo- 

r logies, they ihewed their confcious terror o f  the rod 
which hung over them. Wherever any delicate, 
point was touched, though ever.fo gently nay 
feemed to be approached, though at ever fo great 
a diftance, the whifper ran about the houfe/ iC The 
<c queen will be offended; the council will be ex-.
“  tremely difpleafed :>J And by thefe furmifes men 
were warned of the danger to which they expofed . 
thennfelves. It is remarkable, that the patent, which 
the queen defended with fuch imperious violence, 
was contrived for the profit of four courtiers, and 
was attended with the utter ruin o f ieven or eight 
thoufand of her induftrious fubje&s*.

39thMay. ' "T hus every thing which palled the two houfcs 
was 'extremely refpecifyl and fubmiffive; yet did 
the queen think it; incumbent on, her, at the con- 
clufjon of the feffion, to check, and that with great

15 D'Ewcgj p. 175. i ibid, p, 242.
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fcverity, thole feeble efforts o f liberty, which had c * ^ p* 
appeared in the motions and fpeeches o f feme mem- 
bers. . T he lord keeper told the commons, in her 1571, 
majefty’s that, though the majority o f the
lower houfe had fhewn themfelves in their proceed-; '
ings difcreet and dutiful, yet a few o f them had dife 
covered a contrary character, and had juftly merited 
the reproach of audacious, arrogant, and prefump- 
tuous: Contrary to their duty both as fubjefts and 
parliament men, nay contrary to the exprefs in- 
junftions given them from the throne at the be
ginning o f the feffion, injunftions which it might 
well become them to have better attended to, they; 
had prefumed to call in queftion her majefiyV grants /
and prerogatives. But her majefty warns "themj 
that, fince they thus wilfully forget themfelves, they 
are otherwife to be admoniilied : Some other fpecies 
o f correftion muft be found for them; fmce neither ,
the commands of her majefly, nor the example -of . 
their wifer brethren, can reclaim their audacious, 
arrogant, and prefumptuous folly, by which they 
are thus led to meddle with what nowife belongs to 
them, and what fies beyond the compafs, o f their 
underftanding k.

I n all thefe tranfactions appears clearly the opi
nion which Elizabeth had entertained o f the duty 
and authority o f parliaments. They Svere not to 
canvafs any matters o f ftate ; ftilhlefs were they to/ 
meddle with the church. Queftions o f either kind  ̂
were far above their reach, and were appropriated 
to the prince alone, or to thofe councils and mi- 
nifters.with whom he was pleafed co entruft them.
What then was the office o f parliaments ? : T h e y , ■
might give dire£tions for the due canning of leather*
or milling o f cloth 5 for the prefervauon o f pheafants v ■
and partridges; for the reparation o f bridges and * -
highways,; for the puniflimenl o f vagabonds o f com-
tnon. beggars. Regulations concerning the police o f

p. 151* V !
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C H A P, the country tame properly under their inipeftfon*
• XL‘ and the laws o f this kind which they prefcribed had, 

i f  not a greater, yet a more durable authority, than ¥ 
thofe which were derived folely from*the proclaim- 
tions o f the fovereign. Precedents or reports could 
fix  a rule for decifions in private property, or the 
puniihment o f crimes; but no alteration or inno-" * 
vation in the municipal law could proceed from any 
other fource than the parliament ; nor would the 
courts o f juftice be induced, to change their efta- 
blifhed praftice by an order o f council. But the 
moft acceptable part o f parliamentary proceedings 
was the granting o f fubfidies; the attainting and 

’.puniihing of the obnoxious nobility, or any miniftar 
o f  ftate after his fall; the countenancing o f fuch 1 
great efforts o f power, as might be deemed fome- 
■ what exceptionable, when they proceeded entirely 
from the fovereign. The redrefs o f grievances was 
fometimes promifed to the people; but feldom could 
have place, while it was an .eftablifhed rule, that the 
prerogatives of the crown muft not be abridged, or 
fo much as queftioned and examined in parliament. 
Even though monopolies and exclufive companies 
had already reached an enormous height, and were 
every daydncreafmg, to the deftru&ion o f  all liberty, 
and extin&ion of allinduftry; it was criminal in 
a member to propofe, in the moft dutiful and re
gular manner, a parliamentary application againft 
any of them.

T hese maxims o f government were not kept 
fecret by Elizabeth, or fmoothed over by any fair 
appearances or plaufible pretences. T hey were 
openly avowed in her fpeeches and meffages to par
liament; and were accompanied with alHhe haughti- 

* nay fometimes bitternefs, o f expreifion, which
the meaneft iervant could look for from his offended 
niafter. Y et notwithstanding this conduft, Eliza
beth continued to be the moft popular fovereign " 
that ever fivayed the fceptre o f  England; becaufe

the
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the maxims of her reign were conformable to the principles of the times, and to the opinion generally t_ -entertained with regard to the conititution. The 1571» continued encroachments of popular afièmblies on Elizabeth’s fucceflbrs have fo changed our ideas irv thefe matters, that the paiTages above mentioned ap-̂  pear to us extremely curious, and even at firft fur- , prifing; but they were fo. little remarked during the time, that neither Camden, though a contemporary writer, nor any other hiftorian, has taken any notice of them. So abfolute, indeed, was the authority of the crown, that the precious fpark of liberty had been kindled, and was preferved, by the puritans alone $ and it was to this left, whole prin- * #ciples appear fo frivolous and habits fo ridiculous,1 that the Englifh owe the whole freedom of their , conftkution. Aftuatéd by that zeal which belongs to innovators, and by the courage which enthufiafm infpires, they hazarded the utmoft indignation of their fovereign ; and employing all their iriduftry to 
be  elefted into parliament, a matter not difficult while a feat was rather regarded as a burthen tlran̂   ̂  ̂ \an advantage1, they firft; acquired a majority in * that aftembly, and then obtained an afeendant over the church and monarchy. f r -

T h e  following were the principal laws enacted this feffion. It was declared treafon, during the life-time of the queen, to affirm, that ffie was not  ̂the lawful fovereign, or that any other pofiefTed a preferable title, or that ffie was a heretic, fchifmatic, ' or infidel, or that the laws and ftatutes cannot limit * and. determine the right of the crown and thè fuc-  ̂ eelior thereof : To maintain in writing or printing, that any perfon, except the natural tjfue of her body, is or ought to be the queen’s heir or fucceffor, fub- jefted the perfon, and all his abettors, for the firft of- ^
’ 1 1 It appeared this fdfton, that a bribe o f four pounds had been given 

to a mayor for a feat in parliament. D'Ewes, p. iS i .  It is pro*
"bable that the member had no other view than the privilege of being 
t free from arreils. -

N 4 fence.
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Efence, to imprifonment during a year, and to;the forfeiture of half their goods : The. feconcl ofk ;fr fence fubjefted tKfem to the penalty of a premunire mJ: This law was plainly levelled againft the queen of Scots and her partifans ; Tand. implied an avowal, that Elizabeth never intended to declare her fuc- eefiòr. It may be noted, that the ufual phrafe of 

lawful ijfue, which the parliament thought indecent ' towards the queen7 âs if fhe could be fuppofed to have any other, was changed into that of natural̂  
ijfue. But this alteration was the fource of pleafantry. during thè time; and feme fufpedted a déeper de- fign, as if Leicefter intended, in cafe of the queen’s! demife, to produce fome baftard of his own, and 
affirm  that he was her offspring11. ! - - ■ >It was alio enafted, that whofoever by bulls fliould piìbJiili abfolutions or other referipts of the pope, or Jhould, by means of them, reconcile any man to thè church of Rome, fuch offenders, as well aithofe who! were fo reconciled, iliould be guilty of treafon. THe penalty of a premunire was impoled on every one ¿who imported any Agnus'Bei^ crucifix, or fuck other , ‘ implement of fuperilition, confecrated by the pope The former laws againft ufury were enforced by a. s new ftatutep. A fupply of one fubfidy and two fifteenths was granted by parliament. The queen,: as fhe was determined; to yield to them none of her
power, was very cautious in afking them for any; 
\ ui >piy. She endeavoured, either, by a rigid fruga
li ty to make her ; ordinary revenues ftiffice for the 
neceflities of the crown, or ilie-; employed her pre
rogative, and procured money by the granting, of 
paten cs,, monopolies, or by Tome fuch ruinous. ex-> 
pedient. ;  ̂ \ ;

ou g h Elizaheth poffeffed fuch uncontrolled au- 
tnorjty over her parliaments, and fucji extenfive influ-

m 1 3 Eiiz. c. r. 
p IbiU.T. S, a‘
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ence over her people ; though during a courfe of thir- Q teen years lhe had maintained the public tranquillity  ̂which was only interrupted by the hafty and ill-con^ certed infurre&ion hi the north, ¿he was ftill kept in; 1 great anxiety, and felt her throne perpetually totter?
Under her. The violent commotions excited in France- and the Low Countries, as well as in Scotland, feemecj; in one view to fecure her againft any difturbance; but they ferved, on more refte&ion, to inihuct her r rin the danger of her fituation, when fhe remarked: that England, no Jefs than theie neighbouring coun- tries, contained „ the feeds of inteftine difcord, the: differences of religious opinion, and the furious into-; lerance and animofity of the oppofite fedtaries.

T h e  league, formed at Bayonne in 1566 for the Civil war* -■ extermination of the proteftants, had not been con- ^  ?®n«. , pluded fo fecretly but intelligence of it had reached Conde, Coligni, and the other leaders of the hugo- ,, notS i and" finding that the meafures of the court agreed with their fulpicions, they determined to prevent the cruel perfidy of their enemies, and to ftrike #blqw before the catholics were aware of the danger. -fThe hugonots, though difperfed over the whole kingdom, %*med a kind of feparate empire; and being ' clofely united, a$ well by their religious zeal as by the dangers to which they were perpetually expofed, 
they obeyed, with entire fubmiflion, the orders of their . leaders, who were ready on every fignal to fly to arms.The king and queen mother were living in great fecu- > 'T -rity at Monceaux in Brie, when they found themfelves furrounded by proteftant troops, which had fecretly ? ^marched thither from all quarters; and had not a ■ .body of Swifs come fpeedily to their relief, and con- 'i du&ed them with great intrepidity to Paris, they ; mutt have fallen, without refinance, into the hands * -of the malcontents- A battle was afterwards fought - ; in the plains of St- Dennis; where, though the old ^  ^conitable Montmorency, the general of the catho- ; lies, ,
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C H A P, lies, was killed combating bravely at the head of his , troops, the hugonots were finally defeated. Conde, 157U collecting his broken forces, and receiving a ftrong reinforcement from the German proteftants, appeared again in the field ; and laying fiege to Chartres, a place of great importance, obliged the court to agree 
to a new accommodation.So great was the mutual animofity of thole re- ! ligionifts, that even had the leaders on both fides been ever fo fincere in thqr intentions for peace, and repofed ever fo much confidence in each other, it would have been difficult to retain the people in tranquillity; much more, where fuch extreme jea- Joufy prevailed, and where the court employed every pacification as a fnare for their enemies. A plan ♦  was laid for feizing the perfon of the prince and admiral; who narrowly efcaped to Rochelle, and fummoned their partifans to their affiftance V  The civil wars were renewed with greater fury than ever, and the parties became Hill more exaiperated againft each other. The young duke of Anjou, brother to the king, commanded the forces of the catholics ?and fought, in 1569, a great battle at Jarnac with .*■ the hugonots, where the prince of Conde was killed, and his army defeated. This difeomfiture, with the lofs of fo great a leader, reduced not the hugonots to defpair. The admiral ftill fupported the caufe; and having placed at the head of the proteftants the prince of Navarre, then fixteen years of age, and the young prince of Conde, he encouraged the party rather to periih bravely in the field, than ig- nominioufiy by the hands of the executioner. He collected fuch numbers, fo determined tb endure every extremity, that he was enabled to make head againft die duke of Anjou; f and being ftrengthened

%• % Davilaj lib. 4*
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by a new reinforcement of Germans, he obliged
f a | f*that prince to retreat and to divide his forces. 

C o l i g n i  then laid fiege to Poitiers; and as the

E L I Z A B E T  H,

eyes of all France were fixed on this enterprife, the duke of Guife, emulous of the renown which his father had acquired by the defence of Metz, threw . himfelf into the place, and fo animated the garrifon by his valour and conduit, that the admiral was obliged to raife the fiege. Such was-the commencement of that unrivalled fame and grandeur afterwards attained by this duke of Guife. The attachment which all the catholics had borne to his father was immediately transferred to the fon ; and men pleafed themfelves in comparing all the great and ihining ' qualities which feemed in a manner hereditary in' that family. Equal in affability, in munificence, in addrefs, in eloquence, and in every quality which ~ engages the afteftions of men; equal alfo in valour, in conduit, in enterprife, in capacity ; there feemed only this difference between them, that the fon, educated in more turbulent times, and finding a greater diifolution of all law and order, exceeded the father in ambition and temerity, and was engaged in enterprifes ftill more deftruitive to the authority of his fovereign, and to the repofe of his native country, !' E l i z a b e t h ,  who kept her attention fixed on the civil commotions of France, was nowife pleaied with this new rife of her enemies the Guiles ; and being anxious for the fate of the procédants, whofe in- eerefts were conneited with her own V foe was en- ’ gaged, notwithftanding her averfion from all rebellion, and from all oppoikion to the will of the fovereign, yto give them fecretly fome affiftance.* Be- fides s employing her authority; with the German princes, fhe lertt money to the queen of ' Navarre,
* Haynes, p. 4.71 and



t.and received fome jewels as pledges for the loan* 
And ihe permitted Henry Champerndn to levy, and 
tranfport over into France, a regiment o f a hundred, 
gentlemen volunteers; among whom W alter Ra
leigh, then a young man/ began' to diftinguiih him- 
felf in that great fchool o f military valour s. The; 
admiral, conftrained by me impatience o f  his troops,- 
and by the difficulty of fubfifting them, fought with 
the duke o f Anjou the battle o f  Moncontour in 
Foictou, where he was wounded and defeated. The; 
court o f France, notwithftanding their frequent ex-* 
perience'of the obftinacy o f the hugonots, and the 
vigour o f Coligni, vainly flattered themfelves t:hab 
the force of the rebels was at laft finally annihilated/ 
ând they neglefted farther preparations againft affoe/ 
who, they thought, could never more become datw 
gerous. They were furprifed to hear that this leader- 
had appeared, without difmay, in another quarter o f1 
the kingdom; had encouraged the young princes, 
whom he governed, to like conftancy; had affembled 
an army; had taken the field; and was even ftrong 
enough to threaten Paris* The public finances, di- 
minifhed by the continued diforders o f the kingdom, 
and wailed by fo many fruitlefs military enterprifcs, 
could no longer bear the cbayge o f a new armament; 
and the king, notwithftanding his extreme animofity. - 
againft the hugonots, was obliged, in 1570, to “con
clude an accommodation with them, to grant them a 
pardon for all pall offences, and to renew theTedicls 
for liberty of confeience. 1 ' ^

T hough a pacification was feemingly concluded, 
the mind of Charles was nowite reconciled; to his re
bellious fubje&s; and this accommodation, like all 

.¿ne-fefregoing, was-nothing .but a ihare, b^Vhich 
the perfidious court had projeaed to deftroy at once, 
without, danger,; all its formidable, enemies* ‘ A s thq
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two "young princes, the admiral, and the other *;
leaders of the hugonots, inflruited by pall expe-ri  ̂ V A
rience, difcovered an extreme diftruft o f the king'sV S
intentions, and kept themfelves in fecurity at a , 
diftance, all poflible artifices were employed to re
move their appreheniions, fcand to convince them o f  
the fincerity of the new counfels which feemed to be 

* embraced. The terms o f  the peace were religioufly 
obferved to them ; the toleration was ftriftly main
tained ; all attempts made by the zealous catholics 
to infringe it were puniihed with ieverity; offices* - 
and favours, and honours, were bellowed on the 
principal nobility among the proteilants; and the 
king and council eyery where declared, that, tired 
o f  civil difbrders, and convinced o f the impofiibility 
o f  forcing men Y  confidences, they were thenceforth 
determined to allow every one the free exercife o f  . 
his religion. ^

A a i o n g  the other artifices employed to lull the 
proteftants into a fatal fecurity, Charles affected to 
enter into clofe connexion with Elizabeth; and as ; 
it feemed not-the intereft o f France to forward the 
union o f the two kingdoms o f Great Britain, that 
princefs the more eafily flattered herfelf that the 
French monarch would prefer her friendfhip to that 
o f the queen o f Scots. T he better to deceive her, 
propofals o f marriage were made, her with the duke - ' 4 
o f Anjou; a prince whofe youth, beauty, and re
putation for valour might - naturally be fuppofed to 
recommend him to a woman who had appeared not 
altogether infenfible to thefe endowments; T he 
queen immediately founded on. this offer the project 
o f deceiving the court o f  France; and being intent 
on that artifice, ihe laid herfelf the more open to ~ 
be deceived. Negotiations were entered into with ~ .
regard to the marriage; terms o f the contrail were 
propofed; difficulties flatted and removed; and the *
two courts, equally infincere, though not equally 
'Culpable, deemed to approach every day nearer to ;

z j  “  ' ' each V
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C H A P ,  each other in their demands and conceflions. T he 
v  XL- , great obftacle feemed to lie in adjufting the difl 
^*¿71'. ference o f religion; becaufe Elizabeth* who recom- 

m ended toleration, to  Charles, was determined not

Affairs c f 
the Low 
Countries *

to «■ rant it in her own dominions, not even to, her 
hufoand; and the duke o f Anjou feemed unwilling 
to fubmit, for the fake of intereft, £0 the diihonour 
o f  an apoftacy **

T h e  artificial politics o f Elizabeth never tri
umphed fo much in any contrivances as in thofe 
which were conjoined with her coquetry ; and as her 
character in this particular was generally known, 
the court of France thought that they might, without 
danger o f forming any final conclufion, venture the 
farther in their conceffions and offers to her. The 
queen alfo had other motives for diflimulation. 
Befides the advantage of difcouraging M ary’s par- 
tifans, by the profped: of an alliance between France 
and England, her fituation with Philip demanded 
her utmoft vigilance and attention; and the violent 
authority eftablifhed in the Low  Countries, made her 
defirous of fortifying herfelf even with the bare ap
pearance of a new confederacy.

T h e  theological controverfies which had long 
agitated Europe had, from the beginning, pene
trated into the Low Countries; and, as thefe pro
vinces maintained an extenfive commerce, they had 
early received from every kingdom with which they 
correfponded, a tiniture o f religious innovation. 
A n opinion at that time prevailed, which had been 
zealoufly propagated by priefts, and implicitly re
ceived by fovereigns, that herefy was clofely con
nected with rebellion, and that every great or vio
lent alteration in the church involved a like revolu
tion in the civil government. The forward zeal of 
the reformers would feldom allow them to wait the 
confent o f the magiftrate to their innovations: They

* Camden, p. 43?. Davila, !ih. v. Diages's Complete Arobaf- 
fttior, p. S4- i to, i i i .
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became lefs dutiful when oppofed and punilhed : C H AP, 
And though their pretended fpirit o f  reasoning and 
enquiry was, in reality, nothing but a hew lpecies o f *571. 
implicit faith, the prince took the alarm, as if  no 
inftitutions could be fecure from the temerity o f  
their refearches. T he emperor Charles, who pro- 
pofed to augment his authority, under pretence o f  
defending the catholic faith, eafily adopted thefe 
political principles; and notwithftanding the limited 
prerogative which he poifefled in the Netherlands, 
he pubhihed the moft arbitrary, fevere, and tyran- ''
nical edifts againft the proteftants; and he took care . ’
that the execution o f them ihould be no lefs violent 
and fanguinary. H e  was neither cruel nor bigotted ifr 
his natural difpofition ; yet an hiftorian, celebrated for V 
moderation and caution, has computed, that, in the 
feveral perfections promoted by that monarch, no 
lefs than a hundred thoufand perfons perifhed by the 
hands o f the executioner u. But thefe fevere reme
dies, far from anfwering the purpofes intended, had 
rather ferved to augment the numbers as well as 
zeal o f the reformers ; and the magiftrates of the 
feveral towns, feeing no end o f  thofe barbarous exe
cutions, felt their humanity rebel againft their prin
ciples, and declined any farther perfecution o f the 
new do&rines.

W h e n  Philip fucceeded to his father's dominions, 
the Flemings were juftly alarmed with new appre- v. 
henfions; lelt their prince, obferving the lenity o f 
the magiftrates, fhould take the execution o f the \ '
edifts from fuch remits hands, and ihould eftablifh 
the inquiiition in the Low Countries, accompanied 
with all the iniquities and barbarities which attended -  
it in Spain. T h e fevere and unrelenting chara&er ^ 
o f the man, his profeiTed attachment to Spanifh 
manners, the inflexible bigotry o f his principles; ail

, E L I Z  A B E T  H.
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C  H AP, tîléfc ^circumftances increafed their terror : And 
when he departed the Netherlands, ivîth a known 
intention never to return, the difguft o f  the inhabit
ants was extremely augmented, and their dread cjf 
thofe tyrannical orders which their fovereign, fur- 

' rounded with Spànifh minifters, would iflue from his 
cabinet at Madrid. H e left the dutchefs o f Parma,

? governéfs o f the Low  Countries ; and the plain good
fenfe and good temper o f that princefs* had ihe 
been entrufted with the foie powers would hâve pre- 
ferved the fubmifiion o f  thofe opulent provinces, - 

 ̂ which were loft from that refiilement o f treacherous 
and barbarous politics on which Philip fo highly 

. valued himfelf. The Flemings found, that the 
name alone of regent remained with the du chefs f 
that cardinal Granville entirely pofleffed the king’s 
confidence; that attempts were every day made on 
their liberties; that^a reiblution was taken never 
more to aifemble the ftates ; that new biflioprics 
were arbitrarily ere&ed, in order to enforce the exe
cution of the perfecuting edifts ; and that, on thé , 
whole, they mutt expect to be reduced to the con- 
dition of a province under the Spaniih monarchy. 
T h e difcontents of the nobility gave countenance to 
the complaints of the gentry; which encouraged the 
mutiny of* the populace ; and all orders o f  meri 
fhowed a ftrong difpofition to revolt. Affociations 
Were formed, tumultuary petitions prefented, names . 
o f  diftinftion afiumed, badges o f party dilplayed ; 
and the current o f the people, impelled by religious , 
zeal and irritated by feeble refiftance, rofe to fuch a 
height, that in feveral towns, particularly in Ant-.. 
w?erp, they made an open invafion on the eftabliihed ' 
worihip, pillaged the churches and monafteries, 
broke the images, and committed the moft unwar- . 
ran table diforders.

T hc wifer part o f the nobilky, particularly the 
prince o f Orange, and the counts Egm ont and _

„ were alarmed at thefe excdTes, to which
1 their
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their &wn difeontents had at firft given countenance5 
and fcconding the wifdom o f the governefs, they 
fuppreflfed the dangerous infurreftions, punifhed thé: 
ringleaders, and reduced all the provinces to a ftate 
of order and - fubmiffion. ' But Philip was not con
tented with the re-eftablilhment o f his ancient au
thority : H e confidered, that provinces fo remote 
from the feat o f government could not be ruled by 
a limited prérogative; and that a prince, who muft 
entreat rather than command, would neceifarityy 
when he refided not among the people, fëel every 
day a diminution o f  his power and influence. H e 
determined, therefore, to lay hold o f the late po
pular diforders, as a pretence for entirely aboliihing 
the privileges o f the low country provinces ; and for 
ruling them thenceforth with a military and arbitrary 
authority.

I n the execution o f this violent defign, he em
ployed a man, who was a proper inftrument in thê  
hands o f fuch a tyrant. Ferdinand of Toledo, dukè 
o f A lva, had been educated amidft arms; and hav
ing attained a confummate knowledge in the military 
art, his habits led him to transfer into all government' 
the fevere difeipline o f a camp, and to conceive no; 
meafures between prince and fubjeéc, but thofe o f  
rigid command and implicit obedience. This ge
neral, in 1568, conduced from Italy to the Low  
Countries a powerful body o f veteran Spaniards ; and 
his avowed animofity to the Flemings, with his 
known character, ftruck that whole people with terror 
and confirmation. It  belongs not to our fubjeéfc to 
relate at length thofe violences which A lva’s natural 
barbarity, fteeied by refleétion, and aggravated by 
infolence, exercifed on thofe flourilhing provinces.
It fuffices to fay, that all their privileges, the gift . 
of fo many princes, and the inheritance o f fo many 
ages, were openly and exprefsly aboliihed by edidtj. 
arbitrary and langui nary tribunals erected ; the counts 
Egmont and Horn, in fpite o f their great merits and

V ol. V . O  pail <
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|  h a  & ..paft fervices, brought to  the fcaffoldj multitudes of 
« ^  , all ranks thrown into confinement, and thence 

^ S7i. delivered over to the executioner > And notwith- 
ftanding the peaceable jubmiflion o f all men, 
nothing was heard o f but confutation, imprifonment, 
exile, torture, and death.

E lizabeth was equally difpleafed to fee the pro- 
grefs o f that fcheroe, laid for the extermination of 

The proteftants, and to obferve the ere&ion of fo 
1 great a military power, in a ftate fituated in fo near 
a neighbourhood. She gave protection to all the 
Flemiih exiles who took ihelter in her dominions $ 
and as many of thefe were the moil induftrious in
habitants o f the Netherlands, and had rendered that 
country celebrated for its arts, fhe reaped the ad
vantage o f introducing into England fome ufefui 
manufa&ures, which were formerly unknown in that 
kingdom. Forefeeing that the violent government 
of Alva could not long fubfift without exciting fome 
commotion, flie ventured to commit an infult upon 
him, which ihe would have been cautious not to 
hazard againft a more eftabliihed authority. Some 
Genoefe merchants had engaged, by contrafl: with 
Philip, to tranfport into Flanders the fum of four 
hundred thoufand crowns; and the veffels, on which 
this money was embarked, had been attacked in the 
Channel by fome privateers equipped by the French 
hugonots, and had taken ihelter in Plymouth and 
Southampton. The commanders o f the fhips pre
tended that the money belonged to the king of 
Spain; but the queen, finding, upon inquiry, that 
it was the property o f Genoefe merchants, took 
poiTeflion of it as a loan; and by that means de
prived the duke o f Alva of this relburce in the time 
of his greateft neceflity. Alva, in revenge, feized 
all thê  Engliih merchants in the Low  Countries,, 
threw them into prifon, and confifcated their effects.: 
The queen retaliated by a like violence on the 
Flemiih and Spaniih merchants \ and gave all the 

 ̂ .  Engfiflv



E L I %  A B E T Fi» m

—</—
t& ti

Engiiih liberty to m ake reprifals on the fu b jeib  o f  C h a p . 
Philip. c v

T h e s e  differences were afterwards accommodated 
by treaty, and mutual reparations were made to the 
merchants: But nothing could repair the lofs which 
fo well-timed a blow inflicted on the Spanifh govern- , 
men t in the Low  Countries. Alva* in want o f  money, 
and dreading the immediate mutiny of his troops, to 
whom great arrears were due, impofed by his ar
bitrary will the moft ruinous taxes on the people^
H e not only required the hundredth penny, and * 
the twentieth of all immoveable goods : H e alfo 
demanded the tenth o f all moveable goods on every 
fale $ an abfurd tyranny, which would not only have 
deftroyed all arts and commerce, but even have re- * 
ftrained the common intercourfe o f life. T he people . 
refufed compliance: The duke had recourfe to his 
ufual expedient o f the gibbet: And thus matters 
came ftill nearer the laft extremities between the 
Flemings and the Spaniards

A ll the enemies o f Elizabeth, in order to re
venge themfelves for her infults, had naturally re
courfe to one policy, the fupporting o f the caufe 
and pretenfioris o f the queen o f Scots; and Alva, 
whofe meafures were ever violent, foon opened a 
fecret intercourfe with that princefs. There was one , 
Rodolphi, a Florentine merchant, who had refided : 
about fifteen years in London, and who, while he 
conducted his commerce in England, had managed 
all the correfpondence of the court o f  Rome with 
the catholic nobility and gentry *. H e  had been Newcoit- 
thrown into prifon at the time when the duke o f ^ rad̂ ‘ 
Norfolk’s intrigues with: Mary had been difeovered ; of Nor-’ 
but'either no proof was found againft him, or the folk* 
part which he had a£ted was not very criminal -9 and

w Eentivoglio, part I. lib. v. Camden, p. 416,
* Leiley/ p. State Trials, Vol. i, p. £7.
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A*p- he foori after, recovered his liberty. This hiart> 
hm t zealous for the catholic faith, had formed a fcheme, 
i. in concert with the Spaftilh ambaflador, for fubvert- 
' ing the government, by a foreign invafion and a 

domeftic infurreftion; and when he communicated 
his project, by letter, to Mary, he found that, as ffie 
was now fully convinced o f Elizabeth’s artifices, and 
deipaired of ever recovering her authority, or even 
her liberty, by pacific meafures, fhe willingly gave 
her concurrence. The great number o f  difcontented 
catholics were the chief fource o f their hopes on the 
fide of England ; and they alfo obferved, that the ! 
kingdom was, at that; time, full o f indigent gentry 
chiefly younger brothers, who having at prefent, by 
the late decay of the church, and the yet languifh^ 
ing (late of commerce, no profpe£t o f a livelihood 
Suitable to their birth, were ready to throw them- 
lelves into any defperate enterpriie y. But in order 
to infpire life and courage into all thefe malcontents, 
it was requifite that feme great nobleman fhould 
put himfelf at their head; and no one appeared to 
Rodolphi, and to the bifhop o f Rofs, who entered 
into'all thefe intrigues, fo proper, both on account 
of his power and his popularity, as the duke of 
Norfolk.

T his nobleman, when releaied from confinement 
in the Tower, had given his promife, that he would 
drop all intercourfe with the queen o f Scots z ; but 
finding that he had loft, and, as he feared, beyond, 
recovery, the confidence and favour of Elizabeth,, 
and being frill, in iome degree, retrained from his 

*- liberty, he was tempted, by impatience and defpair, 
to violate his word, and to open anew his cor
respondence with the captive princefs a. A  pro
mife of inamage was renewed between them; the 
duke engaged to enter into alb her iotereils; and

y Lefley, p, 123.
,  * State Trials, vol. i. p. ioa.
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as his remorles gradually diminiihed in the courfe c  H 
of thefe trania&ions, he was pufhed to give his , 
confent to enterprifes ftill more criminal. Rodol- J57U 
phi’s plan was, that the duke o f A lva lhould, on 
fome other pretence, affemble a great quantity o f  
ihipping in the Low  Countries; fhould tranfport a 
body o f fix thoufand foot, and four thoufand horfe, 
into England ; fhould land them at Harwich, where 
the duke o f Norfolk was to join them with all his 
friends ; Ihould thence march direftly to London, 
and oblige the queen to fubmit to whatever terms 
the confpirators fhould pleafe to impofe upon her V  
Norfolk expreiled his affent to this plan; and three 
letters, in confequence o f it, were written in his 
name by Rodolphi, one to Alva, another to the 
pope, and a third to the king of Spain; but the 
duke, apprehenfive o f the danger, refufed to fign 
them c. H e only fent to the Spaniih ambalfador a* . 
fervant and confident, named Barker, as well to no
tify his concurrence in the plan, as to vouch for the 
authenticity o f thefe letters; and Rodolphi, having* 
obtained a letter o f credence from the ambaffador* 
proceeded on his journey to Bruflels and to Rome.,
The duke o f A lva and the pope embraced the 
fcheme with alacrity: Rodolphi informed Norfolk 
of their intentions d; And every thing feemed to 
concur in forwarding the undertaking.

N orfolk, notwithftanding thefe criminal enter
prifes, had never entirely forgotten his duty to his 
fovereign, his country, and his religion; and though 
he had laid the plan both o f an invafion and an in- 
furrection, he ftill flattered himfelf, that the inno- - 
cence o f his intentions would juftify the violence o f 
his meafures, and that, as he aimed at nothing but 
the liberty o f the queen o f Scots, and the obtaining

k Lefley, p. 155. State'Trials, vol. i. p. 86, 87. c Lefley,
P* *59. xii .  Camden, p* 4.3a. * State Trials, vol. u 93. , 1
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o f Elizabeth's content to his marriage; he could not 
juftly reproach himfelf as a rebel and a traitor6. It 
is' certain, however, that, confidering the queen’s 
vigour and fpirit, the fcheme; if  fuccefsful, muifc 
finally have ended in dethroning her; and her au
thority was here expofed to the utmoft danger.

T h e  confpiracy hitherto had entirely efcaped the 
vigilance of Elizabeth, and that o f fecretaryXecil, 
who- now bore the title o f lord Burleigh. It was 
from another attempt o f  Norfolk's, that they firft 
obtained a hint, which, being diligently traced, led 
at laft to a full difcovery. Mary had intended to 
fend a fqm of money to lord HerrieSj and her par- 
tifans in Scotland ■, and Norfolk undertook to have 
it delivered to Bannifter, a fervant o f his, at that 
timé in the north, who was to find fome expedient 
for conveying it to lord H erriesf. H e entrufted 
‘the money to a fervant who was not in the fecret, 
and told him, that the bag contained a fum of mo-, 
ney in filver, which he was to deliver to Bannifter 
with a letter: But the, fervant conjecturing, from 
the weight and fize of the bag, that it was full of 
gold, carried the letter to Burleigh $ who imme
diately ordered Bannifter, Barker, and Hicford, the 
duke’s fecretary, to be put under arreft, and to un
dergo a fevere examination. Torture made them 
confefs the whole truth $ and as Hicford, though 
ordered to burn all papers, had carefully kept them 
concealed under the mats o f the duke's chamber, 
and under the tiles of the houfe, full evidence now 
appeared againft his m ailer£. Norfolk himfelf, 
who was entirely ignorant of the difcoyeries made 
by his fervants, was brought before the council; 
and though exhorted to atone for his guilt by a full 
confefiion, he perfifted in denying every crime with

« L e % ,  p . 1 5 5 .  f  ib id .  p . 1 6 9 . S ta te
Vo . 1. p. S7. Camden, p. 43*. Digges, p. U 7 . Strype» - 
V01.J1. p.8». 8 L e % , p. 173. ‘ ■ '
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which he was charged. The queen always declared, c  
that, if  he had given her this proof o f his finceref * L' j
repentance, ihe would have pardoned all his former 1571V - 
offences11; but finding him obftinate, Ihe com* .
mitted him to the Tower,, and ordered him to be 
brought to his trial. T he bilhop of Rois had, on 
fome fufpicion, been committed to cuftody before 
the difcovery o f Norfolk’s guilt; and every expe
dient was employed to make him reveal his ihare 
in the confpiracy. H e at firit infifted on his privi
lege; but he was told, that, as his miftrefs was no 
longer a fovereign, he would not be regarded as an / 
ambaffador, and that, even if  that chara&er were 
allowed, it did not warrant him in confpiring againftr 
the fovereign at whofe court he refided \  A s he 
ftill refufed to anfvver interrogatories, he was in
formed o f the confeffion made by Norfolk’s fer~ 
vants; after which he no longer fcrupled to make 
a full difcovery; and his evidence put the guilt o f 
that nobleman beyond all queftion, A  jury o f l57*B 
twenty-five peers unanimoiifly palled fentence upon i*th jau. 
him. The trial was quite regular, even according 
to the ftri£t rules obferved at prefent in thefe mat- °r 9 
ters; except that the witnefies gave not their evi
dence in court, and were not confronted with the 
prifoner; A  laudable practice, which was not at that 
time obferved in trials for high treafon. ,

T h e  queen ftill heiitated concerning Norfolk’s  
execution, whether that Ihe was really moved by 
friendlhip and companion towards a peer o f that 
rank and merit, or that, affefting the praife o f cle
mency, ihe only put on the appearance o f thefe 
fentiments. Twice ihe figned a warrant for his 
execution, and twice revoked the fatal fentence k ; 
and though her minifters and counfellors pufhed her

* Lefley, p. 175. 1 Ibid. p. 1S9. Spotfwood. n
k Carte, p. 527. from Fehelon’s DUpatclves* JPigges, p. 100.
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q H A  P. to vigour, flie ftill appeared irfeiblute and undeteri 
mined. After four months hefitatiqn, a parliament 
was aflembled; and the commons addreffed • her, in 

His execu- f^rong terms, for the execution o f the d u ke; a fanc- 
st^May. tion which, when added to the greatnefs and cer

tainty of his guilt, would, lhe thought, juftify, in 
. the eyes of all mankind, her ieverity againft that 

*djyne, nobleman. Norfolk died with calmnefs and con- 
ftancy$ and-though he cleared himfelf o f any dif- 
loyal intentions againft the queen’s authority, he ac
knowledged the juftice of the fentence by which he 
fuffered That we may relate together affairs1 
o f a fimilar nature^ we ihall mention, that the earl 
o f Northumberland, being delivered up to the queen 
by the regent of Scotland, was alfo, a few months 
after, brought to the fcaffold for his rebellion.

T h e  queen of Scots, was either the occafion or 
the caufe of all thefe difturbances; but as ihe was a 
fbvereign princefs, and might reafonably, from the 
harlh treatment which ihe had met with, think her- 

~ felf entitled to ufe any expedient for her relief, Eli
zabeth durft not, as yet, form any refoiution of pro
ceeding to extremities againft her. She only fent 
lord Delawar, fir-.Ralph Sadjer, fir Thomas Brom
ley, and Dr. Wilfon, to expoftulate with her, and 
to demand fatisfaition for all thofe parts o f her con
duit wh\ch, from the beginning of her life, had 
given difpleafure to Elizabeth: Her afluming the 
arms of England, refufing to ratify the treaty of 
Edinburgh, intending to rnarry Norfolk without 
the queen s confent, concurring in the^§rfehern re
bellion praitifing with Rodolphi to engage the 
king of Spain in an invafion o f EflgjJfcnd n, pro
curing the pope’s bull of excommunication,' and al-
\ ■ 

1 Camden, p, 44-0. Strype, vol. ii. App. p, 23,* * «  Digges,
P* 1 ,07‘ ^St,7 pe’_ ? l v iL P* 5 1» 5*- » Ibid. p. 194.*98, 209. Strype, vol. ii. p. 40. 5i,
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lowing her friends abroad to give her the title o f  
queen of England. Mary juftified herfelf from the 
feveral articles o f the charge, either by denying the *57*. 
fads imputed to her, or by throwing the blame on 
others But the queen was little fatisfied with her̂  
apology i and the parliament was fo enraged againfl: 
her, that the commons made a dired application " 
for her immediate trial and execution. They em
ployed fome topics derived from pradice and rea- 
fcn, and the laws o f nations; but the chief ftrefs was 
laid on paiTages and examples from the Old Tefta- 
m entp, which, if confidered as a general rule o f  
condud (an intention which it is unreafonable to 
fuppofe), would lead to confequences deftrudive o f  
all principles of humanity and morality. Matters 
were here carried farther than Elizabeth intended ; 
and that princefs, fatisfied with fhewing Mary the 
adilpofition o f the nation, fent to the houfe her ex- 
prefs commands not to deal any farther at prefent 
in the affair o f the Scottifh queen <1. Nothing couldl 
be a ftronger proof, that the puritanical intereft pre
vailed in the houfe, than the intemperate ufe o f au
thorities derived from fcripture, efpecially from the 
Old Teftament ; and the queen was fo little a lover 
o f that fed , that fhe was not likely to make any 
conceffion merely in deference to their felicitation.
She lhewed, this feflion, her difpprobation o f  thefr 
fehemes in another remarkable inftance. The com-;  ̂
mons had pafied two bills for regulating eccle- 
fiaftical ceremonies ; but ihe fent them a like im
perious meQage with her former ones; and by the 
terror o f  her prerogative, Ihe flopped all farther 
proceeding inthofe matters r.

B ut  though Elizabeth would not carry matters 
to fuch extremities againfl Mary, as were recom
mended b y  the parliament, ihe was alarmed at the
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•> great'intereft and the reftlefs fpirit o f  that princely 
J as well as her dole connections with Spaing and* 

ihe thought it neceffary both to encreafe the rigour 
. and ftriCtnefs of her confinement, and to follow 

maxims different from thofe which ihe had hitherto 
purfued in her management o f  Scotland \ That 
kingdom remained ftill in a ftate o f anarchy. The 
caille of Edinburgh, commanded by Kirkaldy of 
Grange, had declared for Mary* and the lords of 
that party, encouraged by his countenance, had 
taken poffeffion of the capital, and carried on a 
vigorous war againft the regent. By a fudden and 
unexpected inroad, they feized that nobleman at 
Stirling ; but finding that his friends, Tallying from 
the caftle, were likely to refeue him, they inftantly , 
put him to death. The earl o f Marre was chofen 
regent in his room ; and found the fame difficulties 
in the government of that divided country. He» 
was therefore glad to accept of thé mediation offered , 
by the French and Englifh ambaffadors ; and to 
conclude on equal terms a truce with the queen's 
party h He was a man o f a free and generous fpi
rit, and fcorned to fubmit to any dépendance on 
England; and for this reafon Elizabeth, who had 
then formed intimate connexions with . France, 
yielded with lefs reluftance to the felicitations of that 
court, ftill maintained the appearance o f  neutrality 
between the parties, and allowed matters to remain 
on a balance in Scotland But affairs foon after 
took a new turn : Marre died of melancholy, with 
which the diftrafted ftate of the country affeéted 
him; Morton was chofen regent; and this no
bleman had fecretly taken all his ni#afures with 
Elizabeth, who no longer relied on Fhe friendfhip 
o f the French court, fee refolved to éiert herfelf 
more effectually for the fupport of the party which

£ ^ S ’Ses>'P‘ 1 SpotfwootT,
* Digges, p. Î 5 6 ,165. 165. ;
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Jhe had always favoured. She fent fir H en ry  K il- A ?*

-vw-legrew ambaffador to Scotland, who found Mary's _ 
partifans fo difcouraged by the difcovery and pu* i 5r/*; 
niihment o f Norfolk's confpiracy, that they were 
glad to fubmit to the king's authority, and accept 
of an indemnity for all pail offences \  The duke 
of Chatelrault and the earl of Huntley, with the 
moil confiderable o f Mary's friends, laid down their 
arms on thefe conditions. The garrifon alone of the 
caftle o f Edinburgh continued refra&ory. Kirk-* 
aldy's fortunes were defperate ; and he flattered 
himfelf with the hopes o f receiving ailillance from 
the kings o f France and , Spain, who encouraged 
his obilinacy, in the view of being able, from that 
quarter, to give difturbance to England. Elizabeth 
was alarmed with the danger ; (he no more appre~. 
hended making an entire breach with the queen o f 
Scots, who, ihe found, would not any longer be 
amufed by her artifices; ihe had an implicit re  ̂
liance on M orton; and ihe faw, that, by the fob* 
tnifflon o f all the confiderable nobility, the pacifi
cation o f Scotland would be an ealy, as well as 
moil important undertaking. She ordered, there* 
fore, fir William Drury, governor of Berwic, to 
march with fome troops and artillery to Edinburgh, 
and to befiege the caftley. T he garrifon furrendered 
at difcretion: Kirkaldy was delivered into the hands 
of his countrymen, by whom he was tried, con~ 
demned, and executed: Secretary Lidingtori, who, 
had taken part with him, died foon after a volun* . - 
tary death, as is foppofed; and Scotland, fobmitting 
entirely to the regent, gave not, during a long time, 
any farther inquietude to Elizabeth.

T he events which happened in France were not French 
fo agreeable to the queen's interefts and inclinations, affairs* 
The fallacious pacifications, which had Been fo often 
made with the hugonots, gave them reaibn to fofpeft

* SpQtfwood, p. 26&1 y Camden, p. 44 9 v
the*
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C H A  P. the prefen t intentions of the court; and, after all 
the other leaders-of that party were deceived into a 
dangerous credulity, the fagacious admiral ftill re
mained doubtful and uncertain- But his fufpicions 
were at laft overcome, partly by the profound difli- 
mutation of Charles, partly by his own earned: defire 

'■ to end the miferics o f France, and return again to 
the performance o f his duty towards his prince and 
country. H e confidered befides, that as tl̂ e former 
violent condudt o f the court had ever met with fuch 
fatal fuccefs, it was not unlikely that a prince, who 

. had newly come to years o f difcretion, and appeared 
not to be rivetted in any dangerous animoiities or 
prejudices, would be induced to govern himfelf by 
more moderate maxims. And as Charles was young, 
was of a paffionate, hafty temper, and addicted to 
pleafure z, fuch deep perfidy feemed either remote 
from his charadler, or difficult, and almoft impofli- 
ble, to be fo uniformly fupported by him. Moved 
by thefe confiderations, the admiral, the queen of 
Navarre, and all the hugonots, began to repofe 
themfelves in full fecurity, and gave .credit to the 
treacherous careffes and profeffions o f the French 

, court. Elizabeth herfelf, notwithftanding her great 
experience and penetration, entertained not the leaft 
diftruft of Charles’s fincerity* and being pleafed to 
find her enemies of the houfe of Guife removed 
from all authority, and to obferve an animofity every 
day growing between the French and Spanifh mo

uth Apr. narchs, ihe concluded a deferifive league with the 
•former % and regarded this alliance as an invincible 
barrier.to her throne. Walfingham, her ambaifador, 
fent her over, by every courier, the moft fatisfaEtory 
accounts of the honour, and plain-dealing, and fide
lity o f that perfidious prince.

T he  better to blind the jealous hugonots, and " 
draw their leaders into the fnare prepared for them,

* P* 8* 39* 4 Camden, p. 443.
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Charles offered his iifter, Margaret, in marriage to c  ̂  
the prince o f Navarre; and the admiral, with all „ 
the confiderable nobility o f  the party, had come to 157a;
Paris, in order to affift at the celebration o f thefe 1
nuptials, which, it was hoped, would finally, if  not 
compoie the differences, at leaft appeafe the bloody 
animofity o f the two religions. The queen o f N a
varre was poifoned by orders from the court; the 
admiral was dangeroufly wounded by an aifaffin:: ,
Yet Charles, redoubling his dilEmulatipn, was ftill 
able to retain the hugonots in their fecuritv; till, on; 34th Aug 
the evening of St. Bartholomew, a few days after 
the marriage, the fignal was given for a general 
maffacre of thofe religionifts, and the king himfelfj 
in perfon, led the way to thefe afTaffinations. The; Maflaere 
hatred long entertained by the Parifians againft the °̂  Pans< 
proteftants, made them fecond, without any prepa-V 
ration, the fury o f the court; and perfons O f every; 
condition, age, and fex, fufpected o f any propenfity 
to that religion, were involved in an undifiinguifhetf 
ruin. T h e  admiral, his fon-in-law Teligni, Soubize,; 
Rochefoucault, Pardaillon, Piles, Lavardin, mem 
who, during the late wars, had fignalized them-, 
felves by the moft heroic actions, were miferably 
butchered, without refiftance; the ftreets o f Paris" 
flowed with bipod; and the people, more enraged 
than fatiated with their cruelty, as if  repining that; 
death had faved the victims from farther infult, ex-; 
ercifed on their dead bodies all the rage o f the moft: 
licentious brutality. About five hundred gentlemen ! 
and men of rank periihed in this maffacre, and near 
ten thoufand oT inferior condition b. Orders were 
inftantly difpatched to all the provinces for a like 
general execution o f the proteftants; and in Rouen,
Lyons, and many other cities, the people emulated 
the fury o f the capital. Even the murder o f the 
king o f Navarre, and prince o f Conde, had been , *
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e  h  A P .  propofed by the duke of Guifej but Charles, foftened 
. by the amiable manners o f  the king o f  Navarre,

iS is r  and hoping that thefe young princes might eafily 
be converted to the catholic faith, determined to 
Ipare their lives, though he obliged them to pur- 
chafe their fafety by a Teeming change o f their re- 
ligion.

C h a r l e s , in order to cover this barbarous per
fidy, pretended that a confpiracy o f the hugonots to 
feize his perfon had been' fuddenly detected; and 
that he had been neceflitated, for his own defence, 
to proceed to this feverity againft them. H e fent 
orders to Fenelon, his ambaffador in England, to 
afk an audience, and to give Elizabeth this account 
of the late tranfaftion. That minifter, a man of 
probity, abhorred the treachery and cruelty of his 
court; and even fcrupled not to declare, that he 
was now afhamed to bear the name o f Frenchman 
yet he was obliged to obey his orders, and make life 

• of the apology which had been prefcribed to him. 
H e met with that reception from all the courtiers, 
which, he knew, the conduit o f his mailer had fo 
well merited. Nothing could be more awful and 

. affedting than the folemnity of his audience. A  me- 
- lancholy for row fat on every face: Silence, as in the 

dead o f night, reigned through all the chambers of 
the royal apartment: The courtiers and ladies, clad 
in deep mourning, were ranged on each fide, and 
allowed him to pafs, without affording him one fa- 
lure or favourable look ; till he was admitted to the 
queen herfelfd. That prineefs received him with a 
more eafy, if not a more gracious countenance; 
and heard his apology, without difeovering any vHi- 
ble fymptoms o f indignation. She then told him ,, 
that though, on the firft rumour o f this dreadful in
telligence, ihe had been aftoniihed that fo many" 
brave men and loyal fubjedts, who relied fecurc on
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*denly butchered in fo barbarous a manner ; lhe had ^  
hitherto fufpended her judgment, till farther and more i 
.certain information ihould be brought her: That the 
account which he had given* even if founded on no 
miftake or bad information, though it might alleviate* 
would by no means remove the blame of the king’s 
counfellors, or juftify the ftrange irregularity o f their 
proceedings : That the fame force which, without re- 
fiftance, had mafiacred fo many defenceless men, could 
eafily have fecured their perfons, and have referved- 
them for a trial, and for puniihment by a legal fen- 
tence, which would have diltinguiihed the innocent 
from the guilty : That the admiral, in particular, be
ing dangeroufly wounded, and environed by the guards 
of the king, on whofe proteftion he feemed entirely 
to rely, had no means of efcape, and might furely, be
fore his death, have been convifted of the crimes im
puted to him : That it was more worthy of a fovereign 
to referve in his own hands the fword of juftice, than 
to commit it to bloody murderers, who, being the de
clared and mortal enemies o f the perfons accufed, em- 

. ployed it without mercy and without diftin£tion : 
That if thefe fentiments were juft, even fuppofing the 
confpiracy of the proteftants to be real, how much 
more fo, if  that crime was a calumny o f  their enemies, 
invented for their deftru&ion ? That if, upon inquiry, 
the innocence o f thefe unhappy victims ihould after
wards appear, it was the king’s duty to turn his venge
ance on their defamers, who had thus cruelly abufed 
his confidence, had murdered fo many o f his brave 
fubje&s, and had done v?hat in them lay to cover him 
with everlafting diihonour : And that, for her party 
flie ihould form her judgment o f his intentions by his 
fubfequent conduit ; and in the mean time ihould act 
as defired by the ambaffador, and rather pity than 
blame his matter for the extremities to which he had 
been carried %

Digges, p. 447, =4*.
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H A %  E lizabeth was fully fenfible o f the dangerous.
, fituation in which Ihe now flood. In the maflacre ot 

f ^ ^ P a x i s ,  ihe faw the refult o f  that general confpiraty, 
formed for the extermination o f the proteftants ; and 
ihe knew that ihe herielf, as the head and proteârefs 
o f the new religion, was expofed to the utmoft fury 
and refentment of the catholics. The violence and 
cruelty of the Spaniards in the Low Countries was 
another branch o f the fame confpiracy ; and as Charles 
and Philip, two princes nearly allied in perfidy and 
barbarity as well as in bigotry, had now laid afide their 
pretended quarrel, and had avowed the moil entire 
friendihipf, ihe had reafon, as foon as they had ap
pealed their domeftic commotions, to dread the ef
fe ts  o f their united counfels. The duke o f Guife alfc, 
and his family, whom Charles, in order to deceive the 
admiral, had hitherto kept at a diftance, had now ac
quired an open and entire afcendant in the court of 
France; and ihe was fenfible that thefeprinces, from 
perfonal as well as political reafons, were her declared 
and implacable enemies. The queen o f Spots, their , 
near relation and clofe confederate, was the pretender 
to her throne; and, though detained in cuftody, was* 
actuated by a reftlefs fpirit, and, befides her foreign 
allies, poiTeffed numerous and zealous partifans in.the 
heart of the kingdom. For thefe reafons, Elizabeth 
thought it more prudent not to rejeét all commerce 
with the French monarch, but ftill to lrften to the 
profefiions of friendihip which he made her. She 
allowed even the negotiations to be renewed for her 
marriage with the duke o f Alençon, Charles's third 
brothers : Thofe with the duke of Anjou had already 
been broken off. She fent the earl o f Worceller to 
aiTiftin her name at the baptifm of a young princefs, 
born to Charles ; but before ihe agreed to give him 
this laft mark o f condefcenfion, ihe thought it be- , 
coming her dignity, to renew her expreffions of

* P ’fges, p, 26S. 282, £ Ibid, paffim. Camden, p. 447*
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blame* and even ofdeteftation, againft the cruelties 
exerciied on his proteftant fubje&s \  Meanwhile. .  ̂ ^
ihe prepared herfelf for that attack which feemed to i57*. 
threaten her from the combined power and violence ’ 
of the Rom anifh: She fortified Portfmouth, put herg; 
fleet in order, exerciied her militia, cultivated popu
larity with her fubjedls, afted with vigour for the far
ther redu ¿lion o f Scotland under obedience to the . 
young king, and renewed her alliance with the Ger
man princes, who were no lefs alarmed than herfelf 
at thefe Treacherous and fanguinary meafures, fo 
univerfally embraced by the catholics.

B ut though Elizabeth cautioufly avoided coming 
to extremities with Charles, the greateft fecurity that 
ihe poiTeifed againft his violence was derived from 
the difficulties which the obftinate refiftante o f the 
hugonots ftill created to him. Such o f  that left as Fj*neh afT 
lived near* the frontiers, immediately, on the firft fairs' 
news o f the maflacres, fled into England* Germany, 1573* 
or Switzerland; where they excited the companion 
*and indignation o f the proteftants, and prepared 
themfelves, with ericreaied forces and redoubled zeal, 
to return into France, and avenge the treacherous 
¿laughter of their brethren. Thofe who lived in the 
middle of the kingdom, took flielter in the neareft 
garrifons occupied by the hugonots; and finding, 
that they could repofe no faith in capitulations, and 
expeft no clemency, were determined to defend 
themfelves to the laft extremity. The feift, which 
Charles had hoped at one blow to exterminate, had 
now an army o f eighteen thoufand men on foot, and 
pofTefled, in different parts o f the kingdom, above a 
hundred cities, cafiles, or fortrefles*; nor could that 
prince deem himfelf fecure from the invafion threat- - 
ened him by all the other profoftants in Europe.
The nobility and gentry o f  England Vere roufed to

b D'gges, p. 297, 29S. Camden, p, 447. * Digges, p. 34-3-
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■ c H A T, foch â pitch o f refentment, that they offered to levy 
army o f twenty-two thoufand foot and four thou. 

'157!^ Bnd horfe, to tranfport them into France, and to 
maintain them fix months at their own charge: But 
Elizabeth, who was cautious in her meafures, and 
who feared to inflame farther the quarrel between 
the two religions by théfe dangerous cru fades, re- 
fufed her content, and moderated the zeal of her 
fubjeftsk. The German prihces, lefs political or 
more fecure from the refentment o f  France, for- 
"warded the levies made by thé proteftants ; and the 
young prince of Conde, having efcaped from court, 
-put himfelf at the head o f thefe troops, and pre- 

* pared to in vade the kingdom. The duke o f Alençon,, 
the king o f Navarre, the family o f Montmorenci, 
and many confiderable men even among the catho
lics, difpleafed, either on a private or public ac
count, with the meafures o f the court, Jtvourcd the 

■ progrefs o f the hugonots ; and every thing relapfed 
into confufion. The king, inftead o f repenting his 
violent counfels, which had brought matters to fuch 

*574* extremities, called aloud for new violences1 ; nor 
could even the mortal diftemper tinder which he 
laboured, moderate the rage and animofity by which 

30th Mayhe was adiuated. H e died without male ifliie, at the 
age of twenty-five years; a prince, whofe character  ̂
containing’ that unufual mixture of dilfimulation and 
ferocity, o f quick refentment and unrelènting ven
geance, executed the greateft mifchiefs, andthreatened 
flill worle, both to his native country and to all 
Europe.

H r ÑRY, duke of Anjou, who had, ibme time 
before, been elefted king of Poland, no fooner heard 
o f  his brother’s death, than he háftenéd to take 
poíTefíion o f the throne o f France; and found the 
kingdom not only .involved in the greateft prcfent

2I¿) HISTORY OF ENGLAND.
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disorders, but expofed to infirmities, for which it G 
was extremely difficult to provide any fuitable re- , 
medy. The people were divided into two theolo- 1575* 
gical faicions, furious from their zeal, and mutually 
enraged from the injuries whicli they had committed 
or fullered; and as all f^ith had been violated. and 
moderation banifhed, it feemed impra&ieable to 
find any terms of compofition'between'diem. Each 
party had devoted itfelf to leaders, -whole commands 
had more authority than the will o f the fovereign; 
and even the catholics, to whom the king was at- *
tached, were entirely condu&ed by the caurtfels o f  
Guife and his family. The religious connections 
had, on both fides, fuperfeded the civil ; or rather 
(for men will always be guided by prefent intereft); 
two empires being fecretly formed in the kingdom, 
every individual was engaged by new views of in- 
tereft to follow thofe leaders, to whom, during the 
courfe o f paft convulfions, he had been indebted 
for his honours and preferment.

H enry, obferving the low condition o f the 
crown; had laid a fcheme for reftoring his. own 
authority, by afting as umpire between the parties, 
by moderating their differences, and by reducing 
both to a dependence upon himfelf. H e pofleffed 
all the talents o f difiimulation requifite for the exe
cution of this delicate plan; but being deficient in 
vigour, application, and found judgment, inffead of 
acquiring a fuperiority over both fa&ions^ he 1 off 
the confidence of both, and taught the partifans o f each 
to adhere ftill more clofely to their particular leaders, 
whom they found more cordial and fincere in the caufe 
which they efpoufed. T h e  hugonots were ftrength- *57$* 
ened by the acceffion o f a German army under the - 
prince of Conde and prince Cafim ir; but much more 
by the credit and perfoiial virtues o f the king o f N a
varre, who, haying fled from court, had placed him- 
fd f at the head o f that formidable party. Henry,
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fe L I % A B E f  IL H ; : ■ 2 i t



6 H A P* in proiecution o f his plan, entered into a CorftpofL 
XL‘ ^  tion with them ; and being defirous o f  preferving a 

balance between the feels, he granted them peace 
on the moil advantageous conditions. This was the 
.fifth general peace made with the htigonots; but 
though it was no more fmcere on the part of the 
court than any o f the former, it gave the higheft 
diiguft to the catholics; and afforded the duke of 
Guife the defired pretence o f declaiming again ft the 
■ meafures, and maxims, and conduft of the king.

T h a t  artful and bold leader took thence an 
occafion of reducing his party into a more formed 
and regular body; and he laid the firft foundations 
of the famous L e a g u e , which, without paying any 
regard to the royal authority, aimed at the entire 
fuppreflion o f the hugonots. Such was the unhappy 
condition o f France, from the pail’ feverities and 

■ violent conduft o f its princes, that toleration could 
no longer be admitted; and a concefllon for liberty 
o f confcience, which would probably have appeafed 
the reformers, excited the greateft refentment in the 

1577. catholics. Henry/ in order to divert the force of the 
league from himfelf, and even to elude its efforts 
againfl the hugonots, declared himfelf the head of 
that feditious confederacy, and took the field as 
leader of the Romanifts. But his dilatory and feeble 

jneafures betrayed his relnftance to the undertaking; 
and after feme unfuccefsful attempts, he concluded 
a new peace, which, though lefs favourable than the 
former to the proteftants, gave no contentment to 
the catholics. Mutual diffidence flill prevailed be
tween the parties; the king’s moderation was fofpi- 

- cious to both; each faftion continued to fortify itfelf 
> again ft that breach, which, they fbrefaw, mufl fpee- 

dily enfue ; theological controverfy daily whetted the 
animofity o f the lefts; and every private injury be
came the ground of a public quarrel.

. .  12 .
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T he king, hoping by his artifice and fubtlety, C 
to allure the nation into a love o f pleafure and re- 
pofe, was himlelf caught in the fnare; and, finking i 5-s^ 
into a diffolute indolence, wholly loft the efteem, 
and, in a great meafure, the affections o f his peo
ple* Inftead o f advancing luch men o f character and 
abilities as were neuters between theie dangerous 
factions, he gave all his confidence to young agree* 
able favourites, who, unable to prop his falling 
authority, leaned entirely upon it, an,d inflamed the 
general odium againft his, adminiftration. The 
public burdens, encreafed by his profufe liberality, 
and felt more heavy on a difbrdered kingdom, be
came another ground o f complaint; and the un
controlled animofity o f parries, joined to the mul
tiplicity of taxes, rendered peace more calamitous 
than any open ftate o f foreign or even domeftic 
hoftility, T he artifices o f the king were too refined^ *579* 
to fucceed, and too frequent to be concealed; and 
the plain, direCt, and avowed conduCt o f the duke 
o f Guife on one fide, and that of the king of N a
varre on the other, drew by degrees the generality 
o f the nation to devote themfelves without relerve 
to one or the other o f thofe great leaders.

T h e  civil commotions o f France were o f  too 
general importance to be overlooked by the other 
princes of Europe; and Elizabeth’s forefight and 
vigilance, though fomewhat reftrained by her fru
gality, led her to take iecretly fome part in them,
Befides employing on all occafions her good offices 
in favour o f  the hugonots, Ihe had expended no 
inconfiderable fums in levying that army o f Ger
mans which the prince o f Conde and prince Cafimir 
conducted into France m; and notwichftanding her 
negotiations with the court, and her profeffions of 
amity, ihe always confidered her own interefts as 
connected with the proiperity o f the. French pro-

*  Camden, p, 453,
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c  h  A P. teftants and the deprefiion of the houfe o f Guife. 
i iPhilipj on the other hand, had declared himfelf pro- 
'teftor of the league ; had entered into the clofeft 
correspondence with Guife ; and had employed all 
his authority in fupporting the credit o f that factious 
leader. The fympathy o f religion, which of itfelf 
begat a connexion o f iriterefts, was one confiderable 

inducement; but that monarch had alfo in view, the 
fbbduing of his rebellious fubjeds in the Nether
lands; who, as they received great encouragement 
from the French proteftants, would, he hoped, 
finally defpair of fuccefs, after the entire fuppreffion 
o f their friends and confederates.

Civil wars T h e  fame political views which engaged Eliza- 
of the Low kech t0 fupp0rt the hugonots, would have led her 

’ouïmes. ^  tjjC diftrefled proteftants in the Low  Coun
tries ; .but the mighty power o f Philip, the tran
quillity o f all his other dominions, and the great 
force which he maintained in thefe mutinous pro
vinces, kept her in awe, and obliged her, notwith^

1 ftanding all temptations and all provocations, to 
preferve feme terms of amity with that monarch. 
The Spanifh ambaffador reprefented to her, that 
many of the Flemilh exiles, who infefted the feas, 
and preyed on his matter's fubjeds, were received 
into the harbours of England, and were there al
lowed to difpofe of their prizes ; and by thefe re- 
monftrances the queen found herfelf under a ne- 
ceffity of denying them all entrance into her do
minions. But this meafure proved in the iffue ex
tremely prejudicial to the interefts o f Philip. Thefe 
defperate exiles, finding no longer any poffibility of 
fubfiftence, were forced to attempt the moft perilous 
enterprifes y and they made an aflault on the Brille, 
a fea~port town in Holland, where they met with 
fuccefs, and, after a ihort refinance, became mafters 
o f the place n. The duke, o f A lva was alarmed at *

* Camden, p. 443,
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the danger j and, flopping thofe bloody executions 9 ^  which lie was making on the, defencelefs Flemings, ^  v he haflened with his army to extingtiiih the flame, • 1579'.'s which, falling on materials fo well prepared for com- ;bullion, feemed to menace a general conflagration.His fears foon appeared to be well-grounded. The people in the neighbourhood of the Brille, enraged v by that complication of cruelty, oppreflion, info- lence, ufurpation, and perfection, under which they and all their countrymen laboured, flew to arms 5 and in a few days almoft the whole province of Holland and that of Zealand had revoked from the Spaniards, and had openly declared againft the tŷ  ranny of Alva. This event happened in the year 
1572.  ̂ ■ *- -

W i l l i a m , prince of Orange, defcended from a fovereign family of great luftre and antiquity in Germany, inheriting the pofleflions of a ibvereign family in France, had fixed his refidencerin the Low Countries j and on account of his noble birth and immenfe riches, as well as of his perfonal merit, was univerfally regarded as the greateft fubje£t that lived _ in thofe provinces. He had oppofed, by all regular and dutiful means, the progrefs of the Spamfh ufurp- ations; and when Alva conduced his army into; the Netherlands, and aflumed the government, this prince, well acquainted with the violent character of the man, and the tyrannical ipirit of the court of,
Madrid, wifely fled from the danger which threatened him, and retired to his paternal eftate and dominions in Germany. He was cited to appear before Alva’s . tribunal, was condemned in abfence, was declared a rebel, and his ample pofieffions in the Low Countries were confifcated. In revenge, he had levied an army of proteftants in the empire, and had made fome attempts to reftore the Flemings to liberty; _ but was ftill repulfed with lofs by the vigilance and ' piilitary conduft of Alva, and by the great bravery,P 4 as
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C H A P, as well as difripline, o f thofe veteran Spaniards wh<f 
t ^  ferved under that general. >

- T he revolt of Holland and Zealand, provinces which the prince of Orange had formerly commanded, and where he was much beloved, called him arlew from his retreat; and he added conduit, 
no lefs than fpirit, to that obftinate refiftance which was here made to the Spanilh dominion. By uniting the revolted cities in a league, he laid the foundation; of that illuftrious commonwealth, the offspring of induftry and liberty, whofe arms and policy have long made fo fignal a figure in every tranfa&ion of Europe, He inflamed the inhabitants by every motive which religious zeal,. relentment; or love of free-, dom could inipire. Though the prefent greatnefs of the Spaniih monarchy might deprive them of all courage, he ftill flattered them with the concurrence of the other provinces, and with afliftance; frpm neighbouring ftates; and he exhorted them, in- defence of their religion, their liberties, their lives,, jto endure the utmoft extremities of war. From thisfpirit proceeded the defperate defence of Harlem*; a defence which nothing but the moil confuming famine could overcome, and which the Spaniards revenged by the execution of more than two thoufand;the inhabitants0. This extreme feverity, inftead pf linking terror into the Hollanders, animated them by defpair; and the vigorous refiftance made at Alc- maer, where Alva was finally repulied, fhowed them 
that their infolent enemies were not invincible. The duke, finding at laft the pernicious effe£ts of his-vio- lent councils, folicited to be recalled : Medina^eeli, who was appointed his fucceflbr, refilled to aCcept the government: Requefens, commendator of Caf- tile, was lent from Italy to replace Alva; and this fyrant departed from the Netherlands in 1574 i
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E L I Z A B E T  H.
leaving his name in execration to the inhabitants, At*, and boafting in his turn, that, during the courfe of , XI"* five years, he had delivered above eighteen thoufand of thefe rebellious heretics into the hands of the executionerp.

R equesens, though a man of milder difpofitions," could not appeafe the violent hatred which the revolted Hollanders had conceived againft the Spaniih government ; and the war continued as obftinate as ever. In the fiege of Leyden, undertaken by the' Spaniards, the Dutch opened the dykes and flukes, in order to drive them from the eflterprife; and the very peafants were adtive in ruining their fields by an inundation, rather than fall again under the hated tyranny of Spain. But notwithftanding this re- pulfe, the governor ftill purfued the war; and the- conteft feemed too unequal between fo mighty a: monarchy, and two fmaU provinces, however fortified by nature, and however defended by the defpe- rate refolution of the inhabitants. The prince of Orange, therefore, in 1575, was'refolved to fue for foreign fuceour, and to make applications to one or other of his great neighbours, Henry or Elizabeth. The court of France was not exempt from the fame fpirit of tyranny and perfecution which prevailed among the Spaniards; and that kingdom, torn by domeftic diffenfions, feemed not to enjoy, at preient, either leifure or ability to pay regard to foreign in- *erefts. But England, long connefted, both by com-  ̂merce and alliance, with the Netherlands, and now more concerned in the fate of the revolted provinces by fympathy in religion, feemed naturally interefted in their defence; and as Elizabeth had juftly entertained great jealouiy of Philip, and governed her kingdom in perfeft tranquillity, hopes were entertained, that her policy, her ambition, or
f  Grotius, lib. ii. -
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?■  her generality, would engage her to fupport them 
under their prefent calamities. They fent therefore 
a folemn embaffy to London,, confifting of St. Aide- 
gonde, Douza, Nivelle, Buys, and M elien; and 
after employing the moil humble fupplications to 
the queen, they offered her the poffeffion ■ and foye- 
reignty o f their provinces, if  ihe would exert her 

* power in their defence.
T here were many flrong motives which might, 

impel Elizabeth to accept o f fo liberal an offer. 
She was apprifed o f the injuries which Philip had 
done her, by his* intrigues with the malcontents in 
England and Irelandq: She forefaw the danger 
which ihe muff incur from a total prevalence o f the 
catholics in the Low Countries : And the maritime 
lituation of thofe provinces, as well as their com
mand over the great rivers, was an inviting circum- 
itance to a nation like the Engliih, who were be
ginning to cultivate commerce and naval power. 
But this princefs, though magnanimous* had never 
entertained the ambition o f making conquefts, or 
gaining new acquifitions-; and the whole purpoie o f 
her vigilant and attive politics was to maintain, by 
the moil frugal and cautious expedients, the tran
quillity o f her own dominions. An open war with 
the Spaniih monarchy was the apparent coniequence 
o f  her accepting the dominion o f thefe provinces; 
and after taking the inhabitants under her pro* 
te£Uon, ihe could never afterwards in honour abanr 
don them, but, however defperate their defence 

.might become, ihe mull embrace it, even farther 
than her convenience or interefts would permit. 
For thefe reafons, ihe refuied, in pofitive terms, the 
Tovereignty proffered her; but told the ambafiadors, 
that, in return for the good-will which the prince o f 
Orange and the States had ffiown her, ihe would en-

<1 Digge$s p. 73.
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deavour to mediate an agreement for them, on the i 
moil reafbnable terms that could be obtainedr. She 
fent accordingly fir Henry Cobham to Philip; and 
reprefented to him the danger which he would incur 
of lofing entirely the Low  Countries, if France could 
obtain the leaft interval from her inteftine diforders, 
and find leifure: to offer her proteftion to thofe mu
tinous and difcontented provinces. Philip feemed 
to take this remonftrance in good part; but no ac
cord enfued, and war in the Netherlands continued 
with the fame rage and violence as. before.

It was an accident that delivered the Hollanders 
from their prefent defperate fituation. Requefens, 
the governor, dying fuddenly, the Spaniih troops, 
difcontented for want of pay, and licentious for 
want o f a proper authority to command them, 
broke into a furious mutiny, and threw every thing 
into confufion. They facked and pillaged the 
cities o f Maeflricht and Antwerp, and execute^ 
great daughter on the inhabitants: They threatened 
the other cities with a like fate: And all the pro
vinces, excepting Luxembourg, united for mutual 
defence againfl their violence, and called in the 
prince o f Orange and the Hollanders, as their pro
testors. A  treaty, commonly called the Pacification 
o f Ghent, was formed by common agreement; and 
the removal o f  foreign troops, with the reiteration 
o f their ancient liberties, was the objeit which the 
provinces mutually ftipulated to purfue. Don John 
o f Auftria, natural brother to Philip, being ap
pointed governor, found, on his arrival at Luxem 
bourg, that the States had fc fortified themielves, and 
that the Spaniih troops were fo divided by their iitu- 
ation, that there was no poflibility o f refiftance; and he 
agreed to the terms required o f him. The Spaniards 
evacuated the country; and thefeprovinces feemed at 
lalt to breathe a little from their calamities.

r Camden, p. 4.53, 454.
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HI STORY OF ENGLAND.
- B u t  it was not eafy to fettle entire peace, while the third of revenge and dominion governed the king of Spain, and while the Flemings were fo ftrongly agitated with refentment of paft, and fear of future, injuries. The ambition of Don John, who coveted this great theatre for his military talents, engaged him rather to inflame than appeafe the quarrel; and as he found „ the States determined to impofe very drift limitations on his authority, he broke all articles, fcized Namur* and procured the recal of the Spariifh army from- Italy. This prince, endowed with a lofty genius, and elated by the profperous fiiGcefles of his youths had opened his mind to vad undertakings; and looking much beyond the conqueft of the revolted provinces, had projefted to efpoufe the queen of Scots* and to acquire in her right the dominion of the Britilh kingdoms5. Elizabeth was aware pf his intentions; and feeing now, from the union of all the provinces, a fair profpeft of their making a long and vigorous defence againd Spain, fhe no longer fcrupled to embrace the proteftion of their iibertiesV which ieemed fo intimately connected with her own lafeLy. After fending them a dim of money, about twenty thoufand pounds, for the immediate pay of their troops, fhe concluded a treaty with them; in which ihe dipulated to aflid them with five thoufand foot and a thoufand horfe, at the charge of the Flemings; and to lend them a hundred thoufand pounds, on receiving the bonds of fome of the mod confr- derable towns of the Netherlands, for her repayment within the yean It was farther agreed, that the commander of the Englifh army ihould be admitted into the council of the States ; and nothing he determined concerning war or peace, without previoufly informing the queen or him of it ; that they fhould enter Into no league without her con fen t;

that
• Camden, p, 466» Grotius, jib. iii.



E L I Z A B E T H .
that if any difcord aroie among themfelves, it fhould be referred to her arbitration; and that if any prince, on any pretext, fhould attempt hoftilities againft her, they fhould fend to her affiftance an army equal to that which Ihe had employed in their defence. This alliance was figned on the 7th o f  January 1578% One confiderable inducement to the queen for entering’into treaty with the States, was to prevent their throwing themfelves into the arms of France; ând fhe was defirous to make the king of Spain believe that it was her foie motive. She reprefented to him, by her ambaflador, Thomas Wilkes, that hitherto fhe had religioufly acted the part of a good /neighbour and ally ; had refufed the fovereignty of Holland and Zealand, when offered her; had ad- .y ifed.the prince of Orange to fubmit to the king; and had even accompanied her counfel with menaces, in cafe of his refufal. She perfevered, fhe faid, in the fame friendly intentions ; and, as a proof of it, would venture to interpofe with her advice for the compofure of the prefent differences: Let Don John, whom ihe could not but regard as her mortal enemy, be recalled ; let fome other prince mprp popular be fubflituted in his room ; let the Spaniih ârmies be withdrawn ; let the Flemings be reftored 
to their ancient liberties and privileges: And ifc after thefe concefllons, they were ftill obftinate nor 
to return to their duty, fhe promifed to join her arms with thofe of the king of Spain, and force them to compliance. Philip dîffèmbled his relent- ment againft the queen ; and ftill continued to fupply Don John with money and troops. That prince, though once repulfed at Rimenant by the valour of the Englilh under Norris,.and though op- pofed, as well by the army of the States as by prince Cafimir, who had conduced to the Low Coun- iries a great body of Germans, paid by die queen,

* Camden, p. 466,
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gained a great advantage over the Flemings at 
Gemblours; but was cut off in the midft o f his 
profperity by poifon, given him fecredy, as was 
fufpefted, by Orders from Philip, who dreaded his 
ambition. T he prince o f Parma fucceeded to the 
command $ who, uniting valour and clemency, nC- 
gotiation and military exploits, made great progrefe 
again ft the revoked Flemings, and advanced the pro- 
grefs o f the Spaniards by his arts, as well as by his 
arms.

D uring thefe years, while Europe was almoft 
every where in great commotion, England enjoyed 
a profound tranquillity i owing chiefly to the pru
dence and vigour o f the queen’s adminiftration, and 
to the wife precautions which ihe employed in all 
her meafures. By fupporting the zealous proteftants 
•in Scotland, ihe had twice given them the fupe- 
riority over their antagonifts, had clofely conneited 
their interefts with her own, and had procured herfelf 
entire fecurity from that quarter, whence the moil dan
gerous invafions could be made upon hen She faw in 
France her enemies, the Guiles, though extremely 
-powerful, yet counterbalanced by the hugonots, her 
zealous partifans; and even hated by the king,' 
who was jealous of their reftlefs and exorbitant am
bition. The bigotry of Philip gave her juft ground 
•of anxiety; but the fame bigotry had happily ex
cited the vnoft obftiriate opposition among his own 
fubjefts, and had created him enemies, whom his 
arms and policy were not likely foon to fubdue. 
The queen o f Scots, her antagonift and rival, and 
the pretender to her throne, was a prifoner in her 
hands; and by her impatience and high ipirit had 
been engaged in praftices, which afforded the queen 
a pretence for rendering her confinement more ri
gorous, and for cutting off her communication with 
her partisans in England.
■ R eligion was the capital point, on which de
pended all the political tranfa&ions o f that age*

and
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■ and the queen's conduct in this particular, making 
allowance for the prevailing prejudices o f the times, f 
could fcarcely be accufed o f feverity or imprudence, 
-She eftablifhed no inquifition into men's bofoms : 
She impofed no oath o f fupremacy, except on thofe 
Who received truft or emolument from the public : 
And though the exercife o f every religion but the 
eftabliflied was prohibited by ftatute, the violation 

L f  this law, by faying mafs, and receiving the fa- 
crament in private houfes, was, in many inftances, 
connived a t11; while, on the other hand, the ca- 
¡tholies, in the beginning o f her reign, fhewed little 
reluótance againft going to church, or frequenting 

The ordinary duties o f public worihip. The pope, 
fenfible that this praflice would by degrees reconcile 
all his partifans to the reformed religion, haftened 
the publication of the bull, which excommunicated 
the queen, and freed her fubjects from their oaths 
o f  allegiance; and great pains were taken by the 

-emifiaries o f Rome, -to render the breach between 
*the two religions as wide as poflible, and to make 
the frequenting o f proteftant churches appear highly 
criminal in the catholics "V  Thefe practices, with 
the rebellion which enfued, encreafed the vigilance 

: and feverity o f the government ; but the Romanifts, 
i f  their condition were compared with that o f the 
Nonconformifts in other countries,'and with their 
own maxims^ where they domineered, could not 
juftly complain of violence or perfecution, ,

‘ T he queen appeared rathOr more anxious to keep 
a ftrift hand over the puritans; who, though their 
pretenfions were not fo immediately dangerous to 
her authority, feemed to be aihiated by a more un- 
reafonable obftinacy, and to retain claims, of which, 
Loth in civil and ecclefiaftical matters, it was, as 
yet, difficult to difcern the fulffcope and intention.

\ 1 ,
* u Camden, p, 459, w \ValiinghanCs Letter in Burner, voh ii. 

J>, 41S. Cabala, p, 466. -
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m S T O & i f f O F  E N G L A N D

^A'P* Sortie fecret attempts o f  that fed  to eftabliih a fe  ̂
y r j  parate congregation and difcipline had been Care

y s  fully reprefled In the beginning o f this reign*; and 
when any of the eftabliihed clergy difcovered a ten
dency to their principles^ by omitting the legal habits 
or ceremonies, the queln had ihewn a determined 
refolution to punifh them by fines and deprivation 7; 
though hen prders to that purpofe had been fre
quently eluded, by the fecret protedion which thefe 
fedaries received from feme orher moft confiderable* 
courtiers* ;v. .

B u t  what chiefly tended fo gain Elizabeth the 
hearts o f her fubjeds, was; her frugality, which,

, though carried fometimes to an extreme, led her not 
to amafs treafures, but only to prevent impofitions 
upon her people, who were at that time very little 
accuftomed to bear the burthens o f government. 
By means o f her rigid ceconomy, fhe paid all the 
debts which ihe found on the crown, with their full 

wintered; though fome of thefe debts had been con- 
traded even during the reign o f her father ** Some 

-loans, which Ihe had exaded at the commence
ment o f her reign, were repaid by her; apradice 
in that age fomewhat unufual*: And ihe eftabliihed 
her credit on fuch a footing, that no ibvereign in 

** Europe could more readily command any fum, 
which the public exigencies might at any time re
quire During this peaceable and uniform govern*

V ment, England furniihcs few materials for hiftory;
’ ¡and except the fmall part which Elizabeth took in 

' foreign tranfadions, there fcarcely pafled any oc- 
r currence which requires a particular detail.

T he  moil memorable event in this period was a 
fellion o f parliament, held on the 8th o f February 
1576 ; where debates were ftarted, which may ap-

*  S tryp e 's  Life of Parker, p . 
r  H e y lin , p . 16 5 , 1 6 6 . 
( j- L iE w e s ,  p .  4 4 6 .

■ >43. I b id . L i f e  o f  G i in d a l ,  p . 3 1 5 *  
*  O 'E w e s ,  p . 1 4 5 .  C a m d e n , p . 4 4 6 . 
b Ib id * p . 1 4 3 .



pear fomewhat curious and Angular. Peter W ent- ft H& ft 
worth, a puritan, who had fignalized himfelf in V  
former parliaments by his free and undaunted jpirit, *5̂ 9. 
opened this fefiion with a premeditated harangue, 
which drew on him thq ijjdignation o f the houfe, • 
and gave great offence tSMfe queen and the mi- 
lifters. A s it feems to contain a rude iketch o f 
thofe principles o f liberty which happily gained af
terwards the afcendant in England, it may not be 
improper to give, in a few words, the fubftance o f

i  H e premifed, that the very name o f liberty is 
ce t; but the thing itielf is precious beyond the 
3ft- ineftimable treafure: And that it behoved 

them to be careful, left, contenting themfelves with 
the fweetnefs of the name, they forego the fubftance, 
and abandon what o f all earthly pofleflions was o f  
the higheft value to the kingdom. H e then pro
ceeded to obferve, that freedom o f fpeech in that 
houfe, a privilege fo ufeful both to fovereign and v 
fubjefb, had been formerly infringed in many effential - 
articles, and was at prefent expofed to the moft im
minent danger: That it was ufual, when any fubjedt ' < 
o f importance was handled, efpecially if it regarded 
religion, to furmife, that thefe topics were difagree- 
able to the queen, and that the farther proceeding 
in them would draw down her indignation upon their 
temerity: That Solomon had juftly affirmed the 
kinghi difpleafure to be a meflenger o f  death; and 
it was no wonder if men, even though urged by 
motives of confcience .and duty, ihould be inclined 
to ftop fhort, when they found themfelyes expofed 
to fo fevere a penalty; That, by the employing o f 
this argument, the houfe was incapacitated from 
ferving their country, and even from ferving the 
queen herfelf; whole ears, befieged by pernicious 
flatterers, were thereby rendered inaccefSble to the - 
moft falutary truths: That it was a mockery to 
call an afiemhly a parliament, yet deny it that privi- # 
lege, which was ft) ellential to its being, and without 

V o fL.  V . which
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CH A P* which it muft degenerate into an abjeft fchool o f
. _■  fervility and diflimulation ; That, as the parliament

*'$79. was the great guardian o f  the laws, they ought to 
have liberty to difeharge their truft, and to maintain 
that authority whence even kings themfelves derive 
their being: That a king was conftituted fuch by 
law, and though he was not dependent on man, yet 

■ was he fubordinate to God and the law, and was 
obliged to make their preferiptions, not his own 
will, the rule of his conduft: That even his com- 
miflion, as God's vicegerent, enforced, inftead of 
loofening, this obligation; lince he was thereby jf l tb  
yefted with authority to execute on earth the will^Bp 
God, which is nothing but law and juftice: That 
though thefe furmiies. o f difpleafmg the queen by 
their proceedings, had impeached, in a very eflentiai 
point, all freedom o f fpeech, a privilege granted 
them by a fpecial law; yet was there a more ex- 
prefs and more dangerous invafion made on their 
liberties, by frequent meflages from the throne: 
That it had become a pra&ice, when the houfe was
entering on any queftion, either ecclefiaftical or civil,
to bring an order from the queen, inhibiting them 
abfolutely from treating of fuch matters, and debar
ing them from all farther difeuffion o f thefe moment
ous articles: That the prelates, emboldened by her 
royal protection, had afiumed a decifive power in all 
queftions o f religion, and required that every one 
lhould implicitly fubmit his faith to their arbitrary 
determinations: That the love which he bore his 
fovereign, forbade him to be filent under fuch 
abufes, or to facrifice, on this important occafion, 
his duty to fervile flattery and complaifance: And 
that as no earthly creature was exempt from fault, 
fo neither was the queen herfelf; but, in impofing 
this fervitude on her faithful commons, had com- 
mitted a great, and even dangerous, fault againft 
herfelf arid the whole commonwealthc.

H I S T O R Y  OF E N G L A N D .
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> It is eafy to obferve, from this Ipeech, that, in 
this dawn o f liberty, the parliamentary ftile was ftill 
crude and unformed; and that the proper decorum 
o f attacking minifters and counfellors, without in- 
terefring the honour of the crown, or mentioning 
the perfon o f  the fovereign, was not yet entirely 
tftabliihed. T he commons exprefled great dif- 
pleafure at this unufual lieenfe: They fequeftered 
Wentworth from the houfe, and committed him pri- 
foner to the ferjeant at arms. They even ordered him 
to be examined by a committee, confifting of all thofe 

^members who were alfo members o f  the privy- 
^council i and a report to be next day made to the 

houfe. This committee met in the ftar-chamber, 
and, wearing the afpeft o f that arbitrary court, fum- 
inoned Wentworth to appear before them and 
anfwer for his behaviour. But though the commons 
had difeovered fo little delicacy or precaution, in 
thus confounding their own authority with that o f  
the ftar-ehamber; Wentworth better underftood the 
principles o f liberty, and refufed to give thefe coun
sellors any account of his conduit in parliament, till 
:he were fatisfied that they ailed, not as members o f 
the privy-council, but as a committee o f the houfe 
t ie  juftified his liberty o f  fpeech, by pleading the 
rigour and hardihip o f the queen's meflages ; and, 
notwithftanding that the committee ihewed him, by 
inftances in other reigns, that the praitice o f  fending 
fuch meflages was not unprecedented, he would not 
agree to exprefs any forrow or repentance. The 
iflue o f the affair Was, that, after a month's confine
ment, the queen lent to the commons, informing 
them, that, from her fpecial grace and favour, lhe 
had rdtored him to his liberty, and to his place in 
the houfe*. By this feeming lenity, lhe indireitly 
retained the power which lhe had aflumed, o f im- 
prifoning the members, and obliging them to anfwer

4 D'Ewes, p. *4-1. e Ibid. p. 244.
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C H A P , before her for their conduit in parliament. And fir 
Walter Mildmay endeavoured to make the houfe 
fenfible of her rhajefty’s goodnefs, in fo gently 
remitting the indignation which ihe might juftly 
conceive at the temerity o f their member: But he in
formed them, that they had not the liberty o f fpeaking 
what and o f whom they pleafed; and that indiicreet 
freedoms ufed in that houfe had, both in the pre
sent and foregoing ages, met with a proper chaftife- 
ment. H e warned them, therefore, not to abufe 
farther the queers clemency$ left ihe be conftrained, 
contrary to her inclination, to turn an unfuccefsfui 
lenity into a neceffary feverityf.

T h e  behaviour o f the two houfes was, in every 
other refpeft, equally tame and'fubmi (five. Inftead 
o f  a bill, which was at firft introduced *, for the re
formation o f the church, they were contented to 
prefent a petition to her majefty for that purppie: 
And when ihe told them that ihe would give orders 
to her biihops to amend all abufes, and if  they were 

. negligent, ihe would herfelf, by her fupreme power 
and authority over the church, give fuch redrefs as 
would entirely fatisfy the nation; the parliament 
willingly aoquiefced in this fovereign and peremptory 
decifion \

T h o u g h  the commons fhewed fo little ipirit in 
oppofing the authority o f the crown, they main- 

\ tained, this ieifion, their dignity againft an encroach
ment o f the peers, and would not agree to a con
ference, which, they thought, was demanded o f them 
in an irregular manner* They acknowledged, how
ever, with all humblenels (fuch is their expreffion), 
the fuperiority of the lords: They only refufed to 
give that houfe any reaibn for their proceedings; 
and afferted, that, where they altered ■ a bill fent 
■ them by the peers, it belonged to them to defire a 

, conference, not to the upper houfe to require it

* D'Ewes, p, 2.59, g Ibid. p. *52, h Ibid, p, 157.
* Ibid. p. 263.
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T h e  commons granted an aid o f one fubfidy and 

two fifteenths. Mildmay, in order to fatisfy the 
houfe concerning the reafonablenefs o f this grant, 
entered into a detail o f the. queen’s pail expences 
in fupporting the government, and o f the encreafing 
charges o f the crown, from the daily encreaie in the 
price o f all commodities. H e did not, However, for
get to admoniih them, that they were to regard this 
detail as the pure effeft o f the queen’s cpndefcenfion, 
lince ihe was not bound to give them any account 
bow fee employed her treafure \

t -
a D’Ewes, p, *4$.
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C H A P .XLI.
1580.

Affair^ of 
Scot I and.

TH  E greateft and moil abfolute fecurity that 
Elizabeth enjoyed during her whole reign, 

never exempted her from vigilance and attention; 
but the fcene began now to be more overcaft, and 
dangers gradually multiplied on her from more thaq 
one quarter.

T h e  earl o f Morion had hitherto retained Scot
land in ftriCfc alliance with the queen* and had alfo 
reftored domeftic tranquillity to that kingdom : But 
it was not to be expelled that the factitious and legal 
authority o f a regent would long maintain itielf in 
a country unacquainted with law and order; where 
even the natural dominion of hereditary princes fo 
often met with oppofition and control. T he nobi
lity began anew to break into faftjons: The people 
were dilgufted with feme inftanqes o f Morton’s ava
rice : And the clergy, who complained of farther en
croachments on their narrow revenue, joined and 

: encreafed the difeontent o f the other orders. T he 
regent was fenfible o f his dangerous fituation; and, 
having dropped fome peevifh exprdfions, as if  he 
were willing or defirous to reiign, the noblemen o f 
the oppoiite party, favourites o f the young king, 
laid hold o f this concefiion, and required that de-

mifiion



million which he feemed lb frankly to offer them. 
James was at this time but eleven years o f age; yet 
Morton, having fecured himfelf, as he imagined, by 
a general pardon, refigned his authority into the 
hands of the king, who pretended to conduit, in his 
own name, the adminiftration of the kingdom. T h e 
regent retired from the government; and feemed to 
employ himfelf entirely in the care o f his domeftic 
affairs; but, either tired with this tranquillity, which 
appeared infipid after the agitations o f ambition, or 
thinking it time to throw off diffimulation, he came 
again to court; acquired an afcendant in the council; 
and though he refumed not the title o f regent, go
verned with the fame authority as before. The op- 
pofice party, after holding feparate conventions, took 
to arms, on pretence o f delivering their prince from 
captivity, and reftoring him to the free exercife o f his 
government: Queen Elizabeth interpofed by her am- 
baffador, fir Robert Bowes, ând mediated an agree- ? 
ment between the factions: Morton kept pofieffion 
o f the government; but his enemies were numerous 
and vigilant, and his authority feemed to become 
every day more precarious.

T h e  count d’Aubigney, o f the houfe of Lenox, 
coufin-german to the king's father, had been born 
and educated in France; and being a young man 
o f  good addrefs and a fweet difpofnion, he appeared 
to the duke o f Guife a proper inftrument for detach- 
ing James from theEngliih intereft, and connecting 
him with, his mother and her relations. H e no iooner 
appeared at Stirling, where James rcfided, than he 
acquired the affeftions of the young monarch; and 
joining his interefts with thofe o f James Stuart o f 
the houfe o f Ochiltree, a man of profligate manners, 
who had acquired the king's favour, he employed 
himfelf, under the appearance of play and amufe- 

, ment, in inftiliing into the tender mind o f the prince 
new fentiments o f politics and government. H e re-

0 .4  prefented
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preferited to him the injuftice which had been done" 
to Mary in her depofition, and made him entertain* 
thoughts either o f refigning the crown into her hands, 
or o f aflbciating her with him in the adminiftration V 
Elizabeth, alarmed at the danger which might enfue 
from the prevalence of this intereft in Scotland, fent 
anew fir Robert Bowes to Stirling; and aeoufing 
d’Aubigney, now created earl of Lenox, o f an at
tachment to the French, warned James againft enter
taining fuch fufpicious and dangerous connexions m. 
T h e king excuied himfelf, by fir Alexander Hum e 
his ambaflador; and Lenox, finding that the queen 
had openly declared againft him, was farther con
firmed in his intention of overturning the Englifh in
tereft, and particularly of ruining Morton, who was 
regarded as the head o f it. That nobleman was ar- 
refted in council, accufed as an accomplice in the 
late king’s murder, committed to priibn, brought to 
trial, and condemned to fuffer as a traitor. H e con- 
feffed that Bothwel had communicated to him the 
defign, had pleaded Mary’s confent, and had defired 
his concurrence; but he denied that he himfelf had 
ever expreffed any approbation of the crim e; and, 
in excufe for his concealing it, he alleged the danger 
o f  revealing the fecret, either to Henry, who had no 
refolution nor conftahcy, or to Mary, who appeared 
to be an accomplice in the murder \  Sir Thomas 
Randolph was fent by the queen to intercede in fa
vour of M orton; and that ambaflador, not content 
with difcharging this duty of his function, engaged, 
by his perfuafion, the earls o f Argyle, Montrofe, 
Angus, Marre, and Glencarne, to enter into a con
federacy for protecting, even by force o f arms, the 
life o f the prifoner. The more to overawe that 
nobleman’s enemies, Elizabeth ordered forces to be

* Diggts, Mclvil, p. 130. m Spotfwood, p. 309.
* Ibid, p. 3*4* Crawford, p. 333. Moyfc's Memoirs, p. 54.̂
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aflembled on the borders o f E n gla n d ; but this ex- 
pedient ferved only to haften his fentence and exe- t _j 
cution Morton died with that conftancy and refo- 1580, 
lution, which had attended him through all the va
rious events of his life $ and left a reputation, which 
was lefs difputed with regard to abilities than probity / 
and virtue* But this concluiion of the fcene hap- \  
pened not till the fubfequent year.

E l i z a b e t h  was, during this period, extremely SpanWH 
anxious on account o f every revolution in Scotland; âffairs* 
both becaufe that country alone, not being feparated 
from England by fea, and bordering on all the ca
tholic and malcontent counties, afforded her enemies 
a fafe and eafy method o f attacking her; and becaufe 
ihe was fenfible, that Mary, thinking herfelf aban
doned by the French monarch, had been engaged 
by the Guifes to have recourfe to the powerful 'pro
tection o f Philip, who, though he had not yet come 
to an open rupture with the queen, was every day, 
both by the injuries which he committed and buffer
ed, more exafperated againft her. That he might 
retaliate the afliftance which ihe gave to his rebels in 
the Low Countries, he had fent, under the name o f 
the pope p, a body o f feven hundred Spaniards and 
Italians into Ireland; where the inhabitants, always 
turbulent, and difcontented with the Engliih govern
ment, were now more alienated by religious preju
dices, and were ready to join every invaded The 
Spaniih general, San Jofepho, built a fort in Kerry; 
and being there befieged by the earl of Ormond, 
prefident o f Munfler, who was loon after joined by 
lord Gray, the deputy, he made a weak and cowardly 
defence. After fome affauks, feebly fuftained, he for- 
rendered at difcretion; and Gray, who commanded 
but a fmall force, finding himfeif encumbered with 
fo many prifoners, put all the Spaniards and ltalians

* Spotfwood, p. 312, P Pigges, p- 359̂
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rake»

H A  P. to the fword without mercy, and hanged about f i f - : 
XLlm teen hundred of the Irifh: A  cruelty which gave 

great difpleafure to Elizabethq.
W h e n  the Engliih ambaflador made complaints 

o f  this invafion, he was anfwered by like complaints 
o f  the piracies committed by Francis Drake, a bold! 
feaman, who had affaulted the Spaniards in the place 
where they deemed themfelves moft fecure, in the 
new world* This man, fprung from mean parents in 
the county o f Devon, having acquired confiderable 
riches by depredations made in the ifthmus o f Pana
ma, and having there gotten a fight o f the Pacific 
ocean, was fo Simulated by ambition and avarice, 
that he fcrqpled not to employ his whole fortune irf 
a  new adventure through thofe feas, fo much un
known at that tigie to all the European nations'. 
By means o f fir Chriftopher Hatton, then vice
chamberlain, a great favourite o f the queen’s, he ob
tained her confent and approbation ■, and he fet fail 
from Plymouth in 1577, with four lhips and a pin
nace, on board of which were one hundred and fixty- 
four able Tailors \  H e paifed into the South Sea by 
the Straits o f Magellan, and attacking the Spaniards, 
who expefted no enemy in thofe quarters, he took 
many rich prizes, and prepared to return with the 
booty which he had acquired. -Appreheniive o f being 
intercepted by the enemy, if  he took the fame way 
homewards, by which he had reached the Pacific 
ocean, he attempted to find a paflage by the north 
of California; and failing in that enterprife, he fet 
fail for the Eaft Indies, and returned fafelv this year 
by the Cape o f  Good Hope. H e was the firfl 
Englifhman who failed round the Globe 5 and the 
firfl: commander in chief; For Magellan, whofe Ihip

HISTORY OF ENGLAND.
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executed the fame adventure, died in his paflage. H is c  
fiame became celebrated on account o f  fo bold and 
fortunate an attempt; but many, apprehending the 
/eferitment o f the Spaniards, endeavoured to per- 
fuade the queen, that it would be more prudent to 
difavow the enterprife, to puniih Drake, and to re- 
ftore the treafure. But Elizabeth, who admired va
lour, and was allured by the profpeft o f lharing in 
the booty, determined to countenance that gallant 
Tailor: She conferred on him the honour o f knight
hood, and accepted of a banquet from him at Dept
ford, on board the fhip which had atchieved fo me
morable a voyage. When Philip's ambaflador, Men
doza, exclaimed againft Drake's piracies, ihe told 
him, that the Spaniards, by arrogating a right to the 
.whole new world, and excluding thence all othet 
European nations, who Ihould fail thither, even with 
a view o f exercifing the moil lawful commerce, na
turally tempted others to make a violent irruption 
into thofe countries h T o  pacify, however, the ca
tholic monarch, ihe caufed part o f the booty to be 
reftored to Pedro Sebura, a Spaniard, who pretended 
to be agent for the merchants whom Drake had 
fpoiled. Having learned afterwards, that Philip had 
feized the money, and had employed part o f it 
againft herfelf in Ireland, part of it in the pay o f the 
prince o f Parma’s troops, ihe determined to make 
no more reftitutions.

T here was another caufe, which induced the 
queen to take this refolution: She was in fuch want 
o f  money, that foe was obliged to aflemble a par
liament, a meafure, which, as ihe herfelf openly de
clared, foe never embraced, except when conftrained 
by the necefiity o f her affairs. The parliament, be- tfah 
iides granting her a fupply o f one fubfidy and two 
fifteenths, enafted ibme ftatutes for the fecurity of 
ber government, chiefly againft the attempts o f the

E L I Z A B E T H .
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c  h a  p , catholics. Whoever, in any way, reconciled any one 
XLIv to the church o f  Rome, or was himlelf reconciled* 

was declared to be guilty of treafon; to fay mafs was 
fubje&ed to the penalty o f a year's imprifonment, 
and a fine of two hundred marks; the being prefent 
was punifhable by a year's imprifonment and a fine 
o f one hundred m arks: A  fine o f twenty pounds 
a-month was impofed on every one who continued, 
during that time, abfent from churchu. T o  utter 
flanderous or feditious words againft the queen was 
punifhable,: for the firft offence, with the pillory and 
lofs o f ears $ the fecond offence was declared felony: 
T he writing or printing o f fuch words was felony even 
on the firft offence w. The puritans prevailed fo far 
as to have farther applications made for reformation 
In religion \  And Paul Wentworth, brother to the 
member o f that name who had diftinguiihed himfelf 
in the preceding feifion, moved, That the commons, 
from their own authority, ihould appoint a general 
faft and prayers: A  motion, to which the houfe Un
warily affented. For this preemption, they were 
feverely reprimanded by a meffage from the queen, 
as encroaching on the royal prerogative and Supre
macy ; and they were obliged to fubmit, and afk 
forgivcnefsy.

T h e  queen and parliament were engaged to pafs 
thefe fevere laws againft the catholics, by fome late 
difcoveries of the treafonable practices o f their priefts. 
W hen the ancient worihip was fuppreffed, and the 
reformation introduced into the univerfities, the king 
o f  Spain refle&ed, that, as fome fpecies of literature 
was neceffary for fupporting thefe do&rines and con- 
troverfies, the Romifh communion muft decay in 
England, if  no means were found to give erudition 
to the ecclefiaftics j and for this reafbn, he founded 
a feminary at Douay, where the catholics fent their 
children, chiefly fuch as were intended for the

11 23 Eliz, cnp. i .  
* D ’Ewes, p, 302.

w Ibid. rap. *.
V Ibid. p. 284., 285.
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priefthood, in order to receive the rudiments o f c  y r^ p~ 
their education. The cardinal o f Lorraine imi- . .
tated this example, by erecting a like feminary in 15*4. 
his diocefe o f Rheims; and though Rome was fome- 
what diftant, the pope would not neglect to adorn, 
by a foundation o f the fame nature, that capital o f  
orthodoxy. Thefe feminaries, founded with id • . *
hoftile an intention, fent over every year a colony 
o f  priefts, who maintained the catholic fuperftition 
in its full height o f bigotry 5 and being educated 
with a view to the crown o f martyrdom, were not 
deterred, either by danger or fatigue, from main
taining and propagating"their principles. They in- . 
iufed into all their votaries an extreme hatred againft 
the queen; whom they treated as an ufurper, a 
■ fchifmatic, a heretic, a perfecutor o f the orthodox, 
and one folemnly and publicly anathematifed by the 
holy father. Sedition, rebellion, fbmetimes affaifina- 
tion, were the expedients by which they intended to 

< effeft their purpofes againlt her j and the fevere re
straint, not to fay perfecution, under which the ca
tholics laboured, made them the more willingly , '
deceive, from their ghofeiy fathers, fuch "violent 
do&rines. '

T hese feminaries were all of them under the di
rection o f the Jefuits, a new order o f regular priefts 
jere&ed in Europe, when the court of Rome per- 
ceived, that the lazy monks and beggarly friars, 
who fufficed in times o f ignorance, were no longer 
able to defend the ramparts of the church, aftailed 
on every fide, and that the inquifitive fpirit of the 
age required a fociety more aftive and more learned, 
to oppofe its dangerous progreis. Thefe men, as 
they ftood foremoft in the conteft againft the pro- 
teftants, drew on them the extreme animoiity o f , 

i that whole fe£t; and by affuming a fuperiority over 
the other more numerous and more ancient orders o f 
their own communion, were even expofed to the 
£nvy o f their brethren: So that it is no wonder, if the 

1 blame,
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C H A I*, blame, to Which their principles and conduit mighf 
X^l* jj. be expofed, has, in many inftances, been much cxa 
*58*v aggerated. This reproach, however, they mtift bear 

from pofterity, that, by the very nature of their 
initiation, they were engaged to pervert learnings 
the only effectual remedy againft ftperftition, into 
a nourishment o f that infirmity j and as their eru
dition was chiefly o f the ecelefiaftical and fcholaftic 
kind (though a few members have cultivated polite 
ditrature), they were only the more enabled,- by that 
acquifition, to refine away the plaineft di&ates o f 
morality, and to ereft a regular fyftem o f cafuiffryy 
by which prevarication, perjury, and every crime, 
when it ferved their ghoftly purpofes, might be 
juftified and defended.

THEjefuits, as devoted fervants to the court o f 
' Rome, exalted the prerogative o f the fovereign 
pontiff above all earthly power i and, by maintaining 
his authority o f depofing kings, let no bounds either 
to his fpiritual or temporal jurifdiâion. This doc
trine became fo prevalent among the zealous ca*̂  
tholics in England, that the excommunication ful
minated againft Elizabeth excited many fcruples o f  
a Angular kind, to which it behoved the holy father 
to provide a remedy. The bull o f Pius, in abfolving 
the iubjeéts from their oaths o f allegiance, com 
manded them to refill the queen’s ufurpation; and 
many Romanifts were apprehenfive, that, by this 
claufe, they were obliged in confcience, even though 
no favourable opportunity offered, to rebel againft 
her, and that no dangers or difficulties could free 
them from this indifpenfable duty. But Parfons and 
Campion, two jefuits, were lent over with a mi
tigation and explanation of the do&rine; and they 
taught their dilciples, that though the bull was for 
ever binding on Elizabeth and her partifàns, it did 
not oblige the catholics to obedience, except when 
die fcvereign pontiff fhould think proper, by a new

11 fummons.
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•fummons, to require i t z. Campion was afterwards  ̂
detefted in treafonable practices ; and being put to 
the rack, and confefling his guilt, he was publicly 
executed. H is execution was ordered at the very 
time when the duke o f Anjou was in England, and 
profecuted, with the greateft appearance of fuccefs, 
his marriage with the queen ; and this feverity was 
probably intended to appeafe her proteftant fubje&s, 
and to fatisfy them, that whatever meafures fhe 
might purfue, Îhe never* would depart from the 
principles o f the reformation.

T h e  duke of Alençon, now created duke o fN e g o tïx f  

Anjou, had never entirely dropped his pretenfions fringe 
to Elizabeth; and that princefs, though her fuitor with the 
was near twenty-five years younger than herfeif, and 
had no knowledge o f her perfon, but by piélures or - *° * 
deferiptions, was ftill pleafed with the image, which 
jhis addreffes afforded her, of love and tenderneis.
T h e  duke, in order to forward his fuit, befides em
ploying his brother's ambaffador, fent over Simier, 
an agent o f his own ; an artful man, of an agree
able converfation, who, foon remarking the queen's 
humour, amufed her with gay difeourfe, and inftead 
o f  ferious political reafonings, which, he found, only 

-awakened her ambition, and hurt his mailers in- 
terefts, he introduced every moment all the topics 
o f pafllon and of gallantry. The pleafure which fhe 
found in this man’s company, ibon produced a fa
miliarity between them ; and, amidft the greateft 
hurry o f  bufinefs, her moil confidential minifters 
had not fuch ready accefs to her, as had Simier, 
who,, on pretence o f negotiation, entertained her 
with accounts o f the tender attachment borne her 
by the duke o f Anjou. The earl o f Leicefter, 
who had never before been alarmed with any court~ 
fiiip payed her, and who always trufted, that her 

; Jove o f dominion would prevail over her inclination
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to marriage, began to apprehend, that ihe was at 
laft caught in her own fnare, and that the artful en
couragement which ihe had given to this young 
fuitor had unawares engaged her affections. T o  
render Simier odious, he availed himielf o f the cre
dulity o f the times, and fprcad reports,, that that 
minifter had gained an afcendant over the queen, 
not by any natural principles o f her conftitution, but 
by incantations and love potions. Simier, in re
venge, endeavoured to difcredit Leicefter with the 
queen; and he revealed to her afecret, which none 
o f  her courtiers dared to difclofe, that this noble
man was fecretly, without her confent, married to 
the widow of the earl o f E ffex; an aCtion which the ' 
queen interpreted either to proceed from want o f  
refpeCt to her, or as a violation o f their mutual at
tachment ; and which fo provoked her, that ihe 
threatened to fend him to theT ow ef \ The quarrel 
went fo far between Leicefter and the French agent, 
that the former was fufpe&ed o f having employed 
one Tudor, a bravo, to take away the life o f his 
enem y; and the queen thought it neceffary, by pro
clamation, to take Simier under her immediate pro
tection. It happened, that/ while Elizabeth was 
rowed in her barge on the Thames, attended by 
Simier, and fome of her courtiers, a ihot was fired 
which wounded one o f the bargemen; but the queen 
finding, upon inquiry, that the piece had been dis
charged by accident, gave the perfon his liberty, 
without farther puniihment. So far was Ihe from 
entertaining any fufpicion againft her people, that 
ihe was often heard to fay, “  That ihe would lend 
“  credit to nothing againft them, which parents 
“  would not believe of their own children V*

T he duke of Anjou, encouraged by the accounts lent 
him of the queen's prepoffeffions in his favour, paid 
her fecretly a vifit at Greenwich; and after fome con-

ference
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ffefence with her, the purport o f which is hot known, 
he departed* It appeared that* though his figure 
was not advantageous* he had loft nò ground by 
being perfonally known to her; and Toon after* ihe 
commanded Burleigh, now treafurer, SuiTex, L ei- 
cefter, Bedford, Lincoln, Hatton* and fecretary 
Walfwgham, to concert with thè French ambafia- 
dors the terms o f the intended contrail of marriage.w
Henry had lent over on this occafiòn a fplendld em- 
bafty, confiding o f Francis de Bourbon, prìncé 
dauphin, and many confiderable noblemen ; and as, 
the queen had in a manner thè power o f prefcrihing 
what terms ihe pleated, the articles were foon fet
tled with the Engìilh commÌftìóriers. It was agreed* 
that the marriage ihould be celebrated within fix 
weeks after the ratification o f the articles; that the 
duke and his retinue ihould have thè exercife o f 
their religion ; that after the marriage he ihoUld 
bear the title of King, but the admintftration re
main fólèly in the queen ; that their children, male 
or female, ihould fucceed to the crown of England* 
that if there be two males; the elder, in cafe o f 
Henry’s death without ifiiie, ihould be king o f 
France, the younger of England; that if there be 
but one male, and he fucceed to the crown of France, 
he ihould be obliged to refide in England eight 
months every two years; that the laWs and cuftoms 
o f England ihould be prèfervéd inviolate ; and that 
no foreigner ihould be promoted by the duke to 
any office in England

T h e s e  articles, providing for the fècurity o f 
England, in cafe of its annexation to the crown of 
France, opened but a difmal profpefl to the Eng- 
liih ; had not the age o f Elizabeth, who was now 
in her forty-ninth year, contributed very much to 
allay their apprehenfions o f this nature. ’ The queen 
alfo, as a proof of her itili remaining uncertainty,

R
b Camden, p. 4.S4,
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added a claufe, that fhe was not hound to complete* 
the marriage, till farther articles, which were not- 
fpecified, fhould be agreed on between the parties,' 
and till the king of France be certified of this agree-; 
ment, Soon after, the queen fent oyer Walfingham,. 
as ambaffador to France, in order to form clofer 
connexions with Henry, and enter into a league 
offenfive and defenfive againft the increafing power 
and dangerous ufurpations o f Spain. T he French, 
king, who had been  ̂ extremely difturbed with the 
unquiet fpirit, the reftlefs ambition, the enterprifing,, 
yet timid and inconftant difpofition o f Anjou, had; 
already fought to free the kingdom from his in
trigues, by opening a fcene for his activity in Flan-' 
ders; and having allowed him to embrace the pro- 
tedtion o f the States, had fecretly iupplied him with 
men and money for the undertaking. T he profpedb 
o f fettling him in England was for a like reafon very 
agreeable to that monarch ; and he was defirous to 
cultivate, by every expedient, the favourable fen-; 
timents which Elizabeth feemed to entertain towards 
him. But this princefs, though fhe had gone far
ther in her amorous c dalliance than could be jufti- 
fied or accounted for by any principles o f policy, 
was not yet determined to carry matters to a final 
conclufion; and fhe confined Walfingham in hisi 
infi:ru£tiQns to negotiating conditions o f a mutual: 
alliance'between France and England *1. Henry with 
relu&ance fubmitted to hold conferences on that 
fubjeft; but no fooner had Walfingham begun to 
fettle the terms of alliance, than he was informed 
that the queen, forefeeing hoftility with Spain to be 
the relult of this confederacy, had declared that fhe 
would prefer the marriage with the war, before the 
war without the m a r r i a g e T h e  French court, 
pleafed with this change o f refolution, broke off the 
conferences concerning the league, and opened a;

c Digges, p. 387. 396. 4cS. 4.26. d Ibid. p. 352.
e Ibid. p . 375, 591.
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negotiation for the marriagef. But matters had c h a p  
not long proceeded in this train before the queen , 
again declared for the league in preference to the 158’n 
marriage, and ordered Walfmgham to renew the 
conferences for that purpofe. Before he had leifure1 
to bring this point tp maturity, he was interrupted 
by a new change, o f reiolutions ; and not only the 
court of France, but Walfmgham himfdf, Burleigh, 
and all the wifeft minifters of Elizabeth, were in 
amazement, doubtful where this conteft between in
clination and reafon, love and ambition, would at 
laft terminate \

I k the courfe o f this affair, Elizabeth felt another 
variety of intentions, from a new conteft between 
her reafon and her ruling paffions. The duke of 
Anjou expe&ed from her fome money, by which he 
might be enabled to open the campaign in Flanders $ 
and the queen herfelf, though her frugality made 
her long reluctant, was fenfible that this fupply was 
neceffaryj and ihe was at laft induced, after much 
hefitation, to comply with his requeft1. She fent 
him a prefent o f a hundred thoufand crowns; by 
which, joined to his own demefnes, and the afiift- 
ance o f his brother and the queen-dowager, he 
levied an army, and took the field againft the prince 
o f Parma. Fie was fuccefsful in raifing the fiege 
o f Cambray; and being chofen by the States 
governor of the Netherlands, he put his army into 
winter quarters, and came over to England in order 
to profecute his fuit to the queen. Thefc reception 
which he met with made him expeft entire fuccefs, 
and gave him hopes that Elizabeth had furmounted 
all fcruples, and was finally determined to make 
choice o f him for her hufoand. In the midft of the 

' pomp which attended the anniverfary of her coro- Nov. 17.

f Digges, p. j j z . £ Ibid. p. 408. & note at
the end of7 the volume. - i  Digges, p. 357. 387, 388. 409.
426. 439. Ryiv.eijxv, p. 793.

R  2 nation,

E L I Z A B E T H .  4



C H A P ,  nation, ihe was feen, after long and intimate dif- 
l_XL1, , courfe with him, to take a ring from her own finger,: 

, 58,. and to put it upon his 5 and all the fpedlators con
cluded, that in this ceremony ihe had given him a 
prorriiie of marriage, and was even defirous o f fig- 
nifying her intentions to all the world. S t  Aide- 
gonde, ambafiador from the States, difpatched 
immediately a letter to his mailers, informing them 
o f this great eventi and the inhabitants o f Antwerp, 
who as Well as the other Flemings regarded the 
queen as a kind o f tutelar divinity, teftified their 
joy by bonfires and the difcharge o f their great ord
nance1". .A  puritan o f Lincoln’s-Inn had written a 
pallonate book, which he intitled, <c The Gulph in 
et which England will be fwallowed by thè French 
€c Marriage/* H e was apprehended and profecuted 
by order of the queen, and was condemned to Iole, 
his right hand as a libeller. Such was the conitancy 
and loyalty o f the man, that immediately after the 
fentence was executed, he took off his hat with his 
other hand, and waving k  over his head, cried, 

God fave die queen !”
B u t  notwithilanding this attachment which E li

zabeth fo openly difcovered to the duke o f Anjou, 
the combat o f her fentiments was not entirely over; 
and her ambition, as well as prudence, roufing itfelf 
by intervals, itili filled her break with doubt and 
hefitation. Almoft all the courtiers whom ihe/ 
truilcd and favoured, Leicefter, Hatton, and W al- 
iingham, difcovered an extreme averfion to the 
marriage^ and the ladies o f her bed-chamber made ; 
no fcruple of opposing her refolution with the moil J 
zealous remonftrances'. Among other enemies to 
the match, fir Philip, fon of fir Henry Sidney, de
puty of Ireland, and nephew to Leicefter, a young 
man the moft accomplifhed of the age, declared1 
himielf: And he uled the freedom to write her a

# i
k Camden, p/486. Thuan. lib. 74. 1 Camden, p. 486. ^
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letter, in which he diffuaded her from her prefent 
refolution, with an unufual elegance of expreflion, 
as well as force o f reafoning. H e told her, that the 
fecurity of her government depended entirely on the 
affections of her proteftant fubjefts; and (he. could 
not, by any mealure, more effectually difguil them, 
than by efpoufmg a prince who was fon o f the per
fidious Catherine, brother to the cruel and perfidious 
Charles, and who had himfelf imbrued his hands in 
the blood o f the innocent and defencelefs proteftants: 
That the catholics were her mortal enemies, and 
believed either that fhe had originally ufurped the 
crown, or was now lawfully depofed by the pope's 
bull o f excommunication ; and nothing had ever fo 
much elevated their hopes as the profpeCt o f her 
marriage with the duke of Anjou: That her chief 
fecurity at prefent againft the efforts o f fo nume
rous, rich, and united a faClion, was, that they pof- 
feiTed no head who could conduct their dangerous 
enterpnies; and fhe herfelf was raihly fupplying 
that defeat, by giving an intereft in the kingdom 
to a prince whofe education had zealoufiy at
tached him to that communion: That though he 
was a firanger to the blood royal of England, the 
difpofitions of men were now fuch that they pre
ferred the religious to the civil connexions; and 
were more influenced by iympathy in theological 

 ̂opinions, than by the principles of legal and here
ditary government: That the duke himfelf had dif- 
covered a very reftlefs and turbulent fpirit; and 
having often violated his loyalty to his elder brother 
and his fovereign, there remained no hopes that he 
would paffively fabmit to a woman whom he m ight, 
in quality of huiband think himfelf entitled to 
command: That the French nation, fo populous, 
fo much abounding in foldiers, fo full of nobility 
who were devoted to arms, and for fome time accuf- 
tomed to ferve for plunder, would fupply him with 
partisans dangerous to a people unwarlike and de

l l  3 .fcncelefs
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246
fencelefs like the generality of her fubje&s: That 
the plain and honourable path which ihe had fol
lowed, of cultivating the affections of her people, 
had hitherto rendered her reign fecure and happy ; 
and however her enemies might feena to multiply 
upon her, the fame invincible rampart was (till able 
to'protect and defend her: That fo long as the 
throne o f France was filled by Henry or his pofte- 
rity, it was in vain to hope that the ties of blood 
would enfure the amity o f that kingdom, preferably 
to the maxims of policy or the prejudices o f religion; 
and if  ever the crown devolved;on the duke of 
Anjou, the conjun£Hon of France and England 
would prove a burden rather than a protection to 
the latter kingdom: That the example o f her filter 
Mary was fufficient to inftrufl her in the danger of 
fuch connexions; and'to prove that the affedtion 
and confidence o f the Englifh could never be main
tained where they had fuch reafon to apprehend that 
their interefts would every moment be facrificed to 
thofe of a foreign and hoftile nation : That notwith
standing thefe great inconveniences, difcovered by 
p ift experience, the houfe o f Burgundy, it muft be 
confeiled, was more popular in the nation than the 
family of France; and what was o f chief moment, 
Philip was of the fame communion with Mary, and 
was connected with her by this great band o f inte- 
reft and ailed ion: And that however the queen 
might remain childlefs, even though old age fhould 
grow upon her, the, Angular felicity and glory o f 
her reign would preferve her from contempt;" the 
affedions of her fubjefts, and thofe of all the 
proteftants in Europe, would defend her from dan
ger ; and her own prudence, without other aid or 
affiftance, would baffle all the efforts o f her -moft 
malignant enemies*.

T hese reflections kept the queen in great anxiety 
and irrefolution ; and ihe was obferved to pafs feveral

Letters of the Sydneys, vol, i, p. 287, & feq. Cabala, p. 363.
nights
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nights without any fleep or repofe. A t  la ft h e r  C H A ? ,  
fettled habits o f prudence and ambition prevailed ^ f 
over her temporary inclination; and having fent for 
the duke o f Anjou, fhe had a long conference with 
him in private, where fhe was fuppofed to have 
made him apologies for breaking her former engage
ments. H e ex prefled great difguft on his leaving 
her; threw away the ring which fhe had given him; 
and uttered many curfes on the mutability of wo
men, and of iflandersn. Soon after, he went over 
to his government of the Netherlands; loft the con
fidence o f the States by a rafh and violent attempt ' 
pn their liberties; was expelled that country; retired 
into France; and there died. T he queen, by 
timely refle&ion, faved herfelf from the numerous 
mifchiefs which muff have attended fo imprudent a 
marriage: And the diftra£led ftate o f the French 
monarchy prevented her from feeling any effebh of 

- that refentment which fhe had reafon to dread from 
the affront fo wantonly put upon that royal family.

T he anxiety of the queen from the attempts of Affairs of 
the Englifh catholics never cealed during the whole Scotland* 
£ourie o f her reign; but the variety o f revolutions 
which happened in all the neighbouring kingdoms, 
were the fource fometimes o f her hopes, fometimes 
o f her apprehenfions. This year the affairs of 
Scotland -ftrongly engaged her attention. The influ
ence which the earl of Lenox, and James Stuart, who 
now aflumed the title o f earl of Arran, had acquired 
over the young king, was but a (lender foundation 
o f  authority; while the generality o f the nobles and 
all the preachers were fo much difcontented with 
their adminiftration. The affembly of the church 
appointed a i’olemn faff; o f which one of the avowed 
reafons was the danger "to which the king was ex
po fed from the company o f wicked perfons0: And 
on that day the pulpits reiounded with declamations

R Camden, p, 486. 0 Spotfwood, p 319.
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againft Lenox, Arran, and all the prefent couniellor&t 
When the minds of the people were fufficiently pre-_ 
pared by thefe ledtures, a confpiracy of the nobility 
was formed, probably with the concurrence o f 
Elizabeth, for feizing the perfon o f James at Ruth- 
ven, a feat o f the earl o f Gowry’s ; and the defign 
being kept fecret, fucceeded without any oppotition. 
T h e  leaders in this enterprife were, the earl of 
Gowry himfelf, the earl of Marre, the lords Linde- 
fey and Boyd,, the mailers o f GJamis and Oliphant, 
the abbots o f Dumfermline, Paifiey, and Cambuf* 
kennethu T he king wept when he found himfelf 
detained a prilbner ■, but the mailer of Qlamis laid, 
cc N o matter for his tears: Better that boys weep 

than bearded m en:”  An expreffion which James 
could never afterwards forgivep. But notwithstand
ing his refentment, he found' it necelfary to iubmit 
to the prelent neceflity, H e pretended an entire 
acquiefcenc^ in the condudt of the affociators; 
acknowledged the detention o f his perfon to be ac
ceptable fervice; and agreed to fummon both an 
affembly of the church and a convention of eilates, 
in order to ratify that enterprife, “

T he affembly, though they had eftabliihed it as 
an inviolable rule, that the king on no account and 
under no pretence ihould ever intermeddle in eccle- 
fiaftical matters, made no fcruple of taking civil 
affairs under their cognizance, and of deciding on 
tills occafiqn, that the attempt of the confpirators 
was acceptable to all that feared God, or tendered 
the prefervation of the king’s perfon, and prolperous 
ilace of the realm. They even enjoined all the 
clergy to recommend thefe fentiments from the pul
pit ; and they threatened with ecclefiailical cenihres 
every man who Ihould oppofe the authority o f the 
confederated lords9. The convention being com- 
pofed chiefly o f thefe lords themfelves, added their

p SpptlVoqd, p. 310. % Jbid, p. 3 « .
fane-
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fanftion to thefe proceedings. Arran was confined 
a prifoner in his own houfe: Lenox, though he had 
power to refift, yet rather than raife a civil war, or be 
the caufe oL bloodfhed % chofe to retire into France, 
where he foon after died. H e per fevered to the 1 aft 
in the proteflant religion, to which James had con
verted him, but which the Scottifh clergy could 
never be perfuaded that he had flncerely embraced. 
The king fent for his family, reflored his fon to his 
paternal honours and eftate, took care to eftablifli 
the fortunes o f all his other children; and to his laft 
moments never forgot the early friendfhip which 
he had borne their father: A  ftrong proof of the 
good difpofitions of that prince\

N o fooner was this revolution known in England, 
than the queen fent fir Henry Cary and fir Robert 
Bowes to James, in. order to congratulate him on his 
deliverance from the pernicious counfels of Lenox 
and Arran ; to exhort him not to relent the Teeming 
violence committed on him by the confederated 
lords; and to procure from him permiffion for the 
return o f the earl o f Angus, who ever finee Morton's 
fall had lived in England. They eafily prevailed 
in procuring the recal o f Angus 5 and as James 
fufpefted that Elizabeth had not been entirely un
acquainted with the project o f his detention, he 
thought proper before the Engliih ambafiadors to 
dififemble his refentment againft the authors o f it. 
Soon after, L a  Mothe-Fenelon, and Menneville, 
appeared as ambafladors from France: Their er
rand was to inquire concerning the ficuarion o f the 
king, make profeffions o f their mafter's friendfh ip, 
confirm the ancient league with France, and pro
cure an accommodation between James and the ĉ ueen o f Scots, This laft propofal gave great

* H e y lin 's  H ifh  P re ib y te r , p . S p o ifw o o d .
• SpoifwooU, p. 348.
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umbrage to the clergy; and the affembly voted the 
fettling of terms between the mother and fon to be 
a moil wicked undertaking. T hepulpits refounded 
with declamations againfl: the French ambaffadors; 
particularly Fenelon, whom they called themeffenger 
o f the bloody murderer, meaning the duke o f Guile: 
And as that minifter, being knight o f  the Holy 
Ghoft, wore a white crofs on his ihoulder, they 
commonly denominated it in contempt the badge 
o f Antichrift. The king endeavoured, though in 
vain, to reprefs thefe infolent refleftions; but im 
order to make the ambaffadors lbme compenfation, 
he defired the magiftrates o f Edinburgh to give 
them a fplendid dinner before their departure. T o  
prevent this entertainment, the clergy appointed that 
very day for a public fail; and finding that their 
orders were not regarded, they employed their Ser
mons in thundering curfes on the magiftrates, who, 
by the king’s direction, had put this mark o f refpecl 
on the ambafladors. They even purfued them after
wards with the cenfures of the church$ and it was 
with difficulty they were prevented from ilfuing the 
fentence of excommunication againfl them, on ac
count o f their fubmiffion to royal, preferably to 
clerical, authority\

W  h a t  increased their alarm with regard to an 
accommodation between James and Mary was, that 
the Englifh ambaffadors feemed to concur with the 
French in this propofal j and the clergy 'were fo ig
norant as to believe the finceiity of the profeffions 
made by the former. The queen of Scots had often 
made overtures to Elizabeth, which had been en̂ - 
tirely neglefted; but hearing of James’s detention, 
flie wrote a letter in a more padtetic and more fpi- 
rited flrain than ufual; craving the affiftance o f that
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princefsjboth for her own and Her ion's liberty. She c  
laid, that the account of the prince's captivity had v_ ’ j  
excited her moft tender concern 5 and the experience T583. 
which ihe herfelf, during fo many years, had of the 
extreme infelicity attending that fituation, had made 
her the more apprehenfivc left a like fate ihould 
purfue her unhappy offspring: That the long train 
o f injuftice which (he had undergone, the calumnies 
to which ihe had been expofed, were fo grievous, that 
finding no place for right or truth among men, fhe 
was reduced to make her laft appeal to Heaven, the 
only competent tribunal between princes of equal 
jurifdi£tion, degree, and dignity: That after her 
rebellious fubjeCts/ fecretly inftigated by Elizabeth’s 
minifters, had expelled her the throne, had confined 
her in prifon, had purfued her with arms, ihe had 
voluntarily thrown herfelf under the protection o f 
England; fatally allured by thofe reiterated profef- 
Hons of amity which had been made her, and by 
her confidence in the generofity of a friend, an ally, 
and a kinfwoman : That, not content with exclud
ing her from her prefence, with fupporting the ' 
ufurpers o f her throne, with contributing to the de- 
ftruCtion of her faithful fubjeCts, Elizabeth had re
duced her to a worfe captivity than that from which 
ihe had eicaped, and had made her this cruel return 
for the unlimited confidence which ihe had repofed 
in her: That though her refentment o f fuch fevere 
ufage had never carried her farther than to ufe fome 
difappointed efforts for her deliverance, unhappy 
for herfelf, and fatal to others, ihe found the rigours 
o f confinement daily multiplied upon her and at 
length carried to fuch a height that it furpaffed the 
bounds o f all human patience any longer to endure 
them: That (he was cut off from all communica
tion, not only with the reft o f mankind, but with 
her only fon ; and her maternal fondnefs, which was 
now more enlivened by their unhappy fympathy in

fituation,



c  h a p . fituation, and was her foie remaining attachment to 
j this world, deprived even o f that melancholy folace 

5̂83/ which letters or meflages could give: That the bit- 
ternefsof her forrows, ftill more than her clofe con
finement, had preyed upon her health, and had 
added the infufferable weight of bodily infirmity to 
all thofe other calamities under which ihe laboured; 
That while the daily experience of her maladies 
opened to her the comfortable profpeift of an ap
proaching deliverance into a region where pain and 
ibrrow are no more, her enemies envied her that 
laft conlolation; and having fecluded her from every 
joy on earth, had done what in them lay to debar 
her from all hopes in her future and eternal exift- 
ence: That the exercife o f her religion was refufed 
her; the ufe o f thofe facred rites in which flie had 
been educated; the commerce with thofe holy mi- 
n liters whom Heaven had appointed to receive the 
acknowledgment o f our tranfgreflions, and to feal 
our penitence by a folemn re-admiflion into hea
venly favour and forgivenefs: That it was in vain 
to complain o f the rigours of perfection exercifed 
in other kingdoms, when a queen and an innocent 
woman was excluded from an indulgence which 
never yet, in the moft barbarous countries, had 
been denied to the meaneft and moft obnoxious 
m alefailor: That could ihe ever be induced to de- 
fcend from that royal dignity in which Providence 
had placed her, or depart from her appeal to Heaven, 
there was only one other tribunal to which ihe would 
appeal from all her enemies; to the juftice and hu
manity of Elizabeth's own breaft, and to that lenity 
which, uninfluenced by malignant counfel, Ihe 
would naturally be induced to exercife towards her: 
And that flie finally entreated her to refume her na
tural dilpofition, and to refleft on the fupport as 
well as comfort, which ihe might receive from her 
Ion and herfelf, if, joining the obligations o f grati- 

5 tude
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tude to the ties of blood, flie would deign fo raiie C H A P. 
them from their prefent melancholy iituation, and 
reinftate them in that liberty and authority to which 1583. 
they were entitled \

E lizabeth was engaged to obftruft Mary’s re- 
ftoration, chiefly becaufe fhe forelaw an unhappy, 
alternative attending that event. I f  this princefs 
recovered any coniiderable ihare of authority in 
Scotland, her refentment, ambition, zeal, and con-, 
nexions both domeftic and foreign, might render 
her a dangerous neighbour to England, and enable 
her, after fuppreffing the proteftant party among her 
fubjefts, to revive thofe pretenfions which ihe had 
formerly advanced ro the crown, and which her 
partifans in both kingdoms ftill fupported with 
great induftry and affurance. I f Ihe were reinftated 
in power with fuch ftri£t limitations as could not be 
broken, ihe might be difgufted with her iituation 
and flying abroad, form more defperate attempts; 
than anv fovereign who had a crown to hazard 
would willingly undertake. Mary herfelf, fenfible 
of diefe difficulties, and convinced by experience 
that Elizabeth would for ever debar her the throne, 
was now become more humble in her willies * and 
as age and infirmities had repreiled thofe lentiments 
of ambition by which ihe had formerly been fo 
much aftuated, fhe was willing to faerifice all her? 
hopes of grandeur in order to obtain a little liberty; 
a bleffing to which ihe naturally afpired with the 
fondeft impatience. She „propoied therefore, that ; 
ihe ihould be aflociated with her fon in the title to 
the crown of Scotland, but that the adrniniftration r 
ihould remain lolely in him: And ihe was content- 
to live in England in a private ftation, and even 
under a kind of reftrainc; but with fome more * 
liberty, both for exercife and company, than flie had 
enjoyed fince the fir ft difcovery of her intrigues with •
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C H  A  P, the duke o f Norfolk. But Elizabeth, afraid left 
v XL1 t fuc  ̂ a loofe method of guarding her would facilitate 

*>583. her efcape into France or Spain, or at leaft would 
encourage and increafe her partifans, and enable her 
to conduit thole intrigues to which ihe had already 
difcovered fo ftrong a propenfity, was fecretly de
termined to deny her requefts; and though ihe 
feigned to aflent to them, ihe well knew how to 
difappoint the expectations of the unhappy princefs. 
W hile Lenox maintained his authority in Scotland, 
ihe never gave any reply to all the applications made 
to her by the Scottiih queen A t prfcfent, when 

* her own creatures had acquired poffeffion of the go
vernment, Ihe was refolved to throw the odium o f 
refufal upon them; and pretending that nothing 
farther was required to a perfect: accommodation 
than the concurrence of the council o f ftate in Scot
land, ihe ordered her ambaffador, Bowes, to open 
the negotiation for Mary's liberty, and her affocia- 
tion with her fon in the title to the crown. Though 
ihe feemed to make this conceiTion to Mary, ihe re
filled her the liberty o f fending any ambaffador of 
her own; and that princefs could eafily conje£ture 
from this circumftance what would be the reiult of 
the pretended negotiation. The privy council o f 
Scotland, inlligated by the clergy, rejected all treaty $ 
and James, who was now a captive in their hands, 
affirmed that he had never agreed toan  affociation 
with his mother, and that the matter had never gone 
farther than fome loofe propofals for that purpofex.

T h e  affairs o f Scotland remained not long in the 
prefent fituation. James, impatient o f reftraint, 
made his efcape from his keepers; and, flying to 
St. Andrew's, fummoned his friends and partifans 
to attend him. T he earls o f Argyle, Marihal, 
Montrofe, and Rothes, haftened to pay their duty to 
their fovereign; and the oppoiite party found them-

Jehb, vol. ii„ p. 54.0. * MS. in the Advocates* Library,A. 3. 28. p. 401. from the Colt. Lib. Cahg. c. 9.
felves
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felves unable to refill fo powerful a combination. c H A F. 
They were offered a pardon upon their fubmiifion, XLI#  ̂
and an'acknowledgment of their fault in feizing the 
king’s perfon, and reftraining him from his liberty.
Some of them accepted o f the terms: The greater 
number, particularly Angus, Hamilton, Marre,
Glamis, left the country, and took fhelter in Ireland 
or England, where they were prote&ed by Elizabeth.
T he earl of Arran was recalled to court; and the 
malcontents, who could not brook the authority o f 
Lenox, a man of virtue and moderation, found that 
by their refiftanee they had thrown all power into- 
the hands o f a perfon whofe counfels ŵ ere as violent 
as his manners were profligate7.

E lizabeth  wrote a letter to James; in which 
ihe quoted a moral fentence from Ifocrates, and in- 
direilly reproached him with inconftancy, and a 
breach of his engagements. James, in his reply, 
juftified his meafures; and retaliated by turning two 
paffages o f Ifocrates againft berzm She next fent 
Walfingham in an embaffy to him; and her chief 
purpofe in employing that aged mimfler jn an errand 
where fo little bufinefs was to be t ran failed, was to 
learn from a man o f fo much penetration and ex-* 
perience, the real charadler o f James. This young 
prince poflefled good parts, though not accompanied 
with that vigour and induftry which his ftation re
quired ; and as he excelled in general difcourfe and 
converfation, Walfingham entertained a higher idea 
o f his talents than he was afterwards found, when 
real bufinefs was tranfaded, to have fully merited*.
The account which he gave his miftrefs induced  ̂her 
to treat lames thenceforth with fome more ree»ard 
than The had hitherto been inclined to pay him.

¥ Spotfwood, p. 3*5, 3*6, & feq.
* JMeivilj p, 140, T41. Strype, voL iii. p, 165, 
a M dvil, p. 148- Jcbbj vol. ii. p. 530.
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C H A P .  -T he king of Scots perfevering in his prefenf
Vi ' j  views, fummoned a parliament; where it was en- 

1534. a£fced, that no clergymen fhould prefume in his
fermons to utter falfe, untrue, or fcandalous Jpeeches 
againft the king, the council, or the public meafures, 
or to meddle in an improper manner with the affairs 
o f his majefty and the Ratesb* The clergy, finding 
that the pulpit would be no longer a fan&uary for 
them, were extremely offended : They faid that the 
king was become popiili in his heart, and they gave 
their adverfaries the epithets of grofs libertines, 
belly gods, and infamous perfonsL The violent 
conduit of Arran fopn brought over the popularity 
to their fide. The earl o f Gowry, though par
doned for the late attempt, was committed to prifon, 
was tried on fome new accufations, condemned and 
executed. Many innocent perfons fuifered from 
the tyranny o f this favourite j and the banifhed lords, 
being affifted by Elizabeth, now found the time 
favourable for the recovery o f their eftates and au
thority. After they had been foiled in one attempt 
upon Stirling, they prevailed in another ; and being 
admitted to the king's prefence, were pardoned and 
reitored to his favour.

A rran  was degraded from authority; deprived 
o f that eftate and title which he had ufurped; and 
the whole country feemed to be compofed to tran
quillity. Elizabeth, after oppofing, during fome 
time, the credit o f the favourite, had found it more 
expedient before his fall to compound all differences 
with him by means of Davifon, a minifrer whom 
ihe fent to Scotland: But*having more confidence 
in the lords whom fhe had helped to reftore, ihe 
was pleafed with this alteration o f affairs; and main
tained a good correfpondence with the new court 
and miniftryof James*
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T hese revolutions in Scotland would have been c h a p . 
regarded as o f fmall importance to the repofe and , J f 
iecurity o f Elizabeth, had her own iubjedts been 1584. 
entirely united, and had not the zeal of the ca- Coiifpira- 
tholics, excited by conftraint more properly than England, 
perfecution, daily threatened her with fome dan
gerous infurre&ion. The vigilance o f the mini- 
iters, particularly of Burleigh and Walfingham, was 
raifed in proportion to the activity o f the malcon
tents i and many arts, which had been blamable 
in a more peaceful government, were employed in 
detecting confpiracies, and even difcovering the 
iecret inclinations o f men* Counterfeit letters were 
written in the name of the queen of Scots, or of the 
Englifh exiles, and privately conveyed to the houfes 
of the catholics: Spies were hired to obferve the 
actions and difeourfe of fufpeited perform: Informers 
were countenanced: And though the fagaciry of 
thefe two great minitters helped them to diltinguiili 
the true from the falfe intelligence, many calumnies 
were, no doubt, hearkened to, and all the fubjedts, 
particularly the catholics, kept in the utmoft anxiety 
and inquietude. Henry Piercy earl of Northum
berland, brother to the earl beheaded fome years 
before, and Philip Howard earl o f Arundel, fon o f 
the unfortunate duke of Norfolk, fell under fufpi- 
cion ; and the latter was, by order of council, con
fined to his own houle, Francis Throgmorton, a 
private gentleman, was committed to cuftody, on 
account of a letter which he had written to the 
queen of Scots, and which was intercepted. Lord 
Paget and Charles Arundel, who had been engaged 
with him in treafonable defigns, immediately with
drew beyond fea. Throgmorton confeifed that a 
plan for an invafion and infurredtion had been laid; 
and though, on his trial, he was defirous of re
training this corifeflion, and imputing it to the fear 
o f torture, he was found guilty, and executed.
Mendoza the Spaniih ambafiador, having promoted
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c  h A P; this confpiracy, was ordered to depart the kingdom;
L f and Wade was fent into Spain, to excufe his difi* 

, 584. million, and to defire the king to fend another am- 
baflador in his place: But Philip would not fo 
much as admit the Englifh ambaifador to his pre
fence* Creighton, a Scottiih jefuit, coming over 
on board a veflel which was feized, tore feme papers, 
with an intention o f throwing them into the fea; 
but the wind blowing them back upon the ihip, they 
were pieced together, and difcovered lome dangerous 
fecretsd.

M an y  of thefe confpiracies were, with great ap
pearance o f reafon, imputed to the intrigues o f the 
queen of Scotse; and as her name was employed 
in all of them, the council thought that they could 
not uie too many precautions againft the danger o f 
her claims, and the reftlefs a&ivity of her temper. 
She was removed from under the care o f the earl of 
Shrewfbury, >vho, though vigilant and faithful in 
that truft, had alfo been indulgent to his prifoner, 
particularly with regard to air and exercife: And 
ihe was committed to the cuftody o f fir Amias 
Paulet and fir Drue Drury; men of honour, but 
inflexible in their care and attention. A n afifociation 
was alfo fet on foot by the earl o f Leicefter and other 
courtiers; and as Elizabeth was beloved by the 
whole nation, except the more zealous catholics, 
men of all ranks willingly flocked to the fubfcrip- 
tion of it. The purport of this afTociation was to 
defend the queen, to revenge her death or any in
jury committed againft her, and to exclude from 
the throne all claimants, what title foever they 
might pofieis, by whole fuggeflion or for whofe 
behoof any violence fhould be offered to her ma- 
jeftyk The queen of Scots was fenfible that this 
afibciation was levelled againft her; and to remove

 ̂ C a m d en , p . 499* « S try p e , y q U i i i ,  p . 2 4 6 .
f  S la te  T r i a l s ,  v o l .  i* p .  1 2 3 , 123» .
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all fufpicibn from herfelf, fhe alfo defircd leave t o  CH A P , 
fubfcribe it. .

E lizabeth, that fhe might the more dlicourage" 15B4.. 
malcontents, by ihewing them the concurrence o f 23d Nov. 
the nation in her favour, fummoned a new parlia- menu ia'  
ment$ and ihe met with that dutiful attachment 
which ihe expected. T he aifociation was confirmed 
by parliament; and a claufe was added, by which 
the queen was empowered to name commiflioners. 
for the trial o f any pretender to the crown who 
fhould attempt or imagine any invafion, infurrcc- 
tion, or aflafilnation againft her: Upon condemna
tion, pronounced by thefe commiilloners, the guilty 
perfon was excluded from all claim to the fuccef- 
iion, and was farther punifhable as her majefty 
fhould direft. And for greater fecurity, a council 
o f regency, in cafe ofi the queen's violent death, 
was appointed to govern the kingdom, to fettle the 
fucceilion, and to take vengeance for that a£b of 
treafon

A  severe law was alfo enabled againft jefuits and 
popifti prlefts: It was ordained that they fhould 
depart the kingdom within forty days* that thofe 
who fhould remain beyond that time, or fhould 
afterwards return, fhould be guilty of treafon; that 
thoie who harboured or relieved them fhould be 
guilty of felony; that thofe who were educated in 
ieminaries, if  they returned not in fix months after 
notice given, and fubmitted not themfelves to the 
queen, before a bifhop or two juftices, fhould be 
guilty o f treafon \ and that if any, fo fubmitting 
themfelves, fhould within.ten years approach the 
court, or come within ten miles of it, their fubmif- 
Jion fhould be voidh. By this law the cxercife of the 
catholic religion, which had formerly been prohibited 
under lighter penalties, and which was in many in- 
itanees connived at, was totally fupprefieth In the

? 37 EH?, cap, 1. h Ib id , cap , 2.
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C H A P ,  fubfequent part o f the queen's reign, the law was,
 ̂ XL1, , fometimes executed by the capital puniihment of 
158+* priefts; and though the partifans of that prineefs 

afterted that they were puniihed for their treafon, 
not their religion, the apology muft only be under- 
ftood in this fenfe, that the law was enailed on ac
count of the treafonable views and attempts o f  the 
left, not that every individual who iuffered the pe
nalty o f the law was convicted of treafon1. The 
Catholics, therefore, might novv with juftice com
plain of a violent perfecudori ; which we may fafely 
affirm, in fpite of the rigid and bigoted maxims of 
that age, not to be the bell method of converting 
them, or of reconciling them to the eftabliihed go
vernment and religion.O i

T he parliament, befides arming the queen with 
thefe powers, granted her a fupply of one fubfidy 
and two fifteenths. The only circumilance in which 
their proceedings were difagreeable to her, was an 
application made by the commons for a farther re
formation in ecclefiaftical matters. Y et even in this 
attempt, which affe&ed her as well as them in a 
delicate point, they difcovered how much they were 
overawed by her authority. The majority o f the 
houfe were puritans, or inclined to that feet** but 
the fevere reprimands which they had already in 
former feffions met with from the throne, deterred 
them from introducing any bill concerning religion 3 
a proceeding which would have been interpreted as 
an encroachment on the prerogative; They were ;

1 Som e even o f  thofe w h o  d efen d  the q u een 's  raeafures allow, that-* 
in  ten years f ifty  priefts w ere e x e c u te d , a n d  fifty -f iv e  bairiihed. Camden, p, 645.

k  Befides rhe petition a fter  m en tion ed , an oth er p r o o f o f  the preva~ 
le n c y  o f the puritans a m o n g  the co m m o n s w as their p a ffin g  a b til fo r  
th e  reve ten t o b fe r v a n c e o f Sunday, w h ich  they term ed the S a b b ith , a n d  
th e d ep riv in g  the people o f  thofe am uiem en ts w h ich  :h ey w ere a c c u l-  
ton ird  to take on rbat day. D ’ E vees, p. 3 3 5, I t  w a s a itro n g  fy m p - 
toin  o f  a co n trary  i; irit in the upper h oufe, that they pro poled to  add  
W e d n e id .iy  to the faff d a y s, and to  p ro h ib it  en tire ly  the e a tin g  o f  
fieih  a n  th at day* D 'E w e s ,  p . 3 7 3 .
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content to proceed by way o f humble petition, and c  l> 
that not addreffed to her majefty, which would have j
given offence, but to the houfe of lords, or rather ijg*; 
the biihops, who had a feat in that houfe, and from 
whom alone they were willing to receive all ad
vances towards reformation1: A  ftrange departure 
from what we now apprehend to be the dignity o f 
the commons!

T he commons defired, in their humble petition, 
that no bifhop fhould exercife his function of ordina
tion but with the confent and concurrence of fix 
prefbyters : But this demand, as it really introduced 
a change of ecclefiaftical government, was firmly re- 
jedted by the prelates. They deiired that no clergy
man fhould be inftituted into any benefice, without 
previous notice being given to the parifh, that they 
might examine whether there lay any objection to 
his life or doctrine: An attempt towards a popular 
model, which naturally met with the fame fate. In 
another article of the petition, they prayed that the 
bifhops fhould not infift upon every ceremony, or 
deprive incumbents for omitting part of the fervice :
A s if uniformity in public worihip had not been 
eftablifhed by law 3 or as if the prelates had been 
endowed with a difpenfing power. They com
plained o f abufes which prevailed in pronouncing 
the lentence o f excommunication, and they entreated 
tire reverend fathers to think of fome law for the 
remedy of thefe abufes: Implying, that thofe mat
ters were too high for the commons of themfelves to 
attempt.

B ut the moil material article which the com
mons touched upon in their petition, was the court 
o f ecclefiaftical commillion, and the oath ex officio, 
as it was called, exacted by that court. This 
is a fubjeft of fuch importance as to merit fome 
explanation.
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C aft i cal 
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T h e  firft primate after the queen's acceffion was 
Parker; a man rigid in exading conformity to .the 
eftabiiihed worfhip, and in punifhing, by fine or 
deprivation, all the puritanical clergymen who at
tempted to innovate any thing in the habits, cere* 
monies, or liturgy o f the church. H e died in 1575; 
and was fucceeded by Grindal, who, as he himfelf 
was inclined to the new fed, was with great difficulty 
brought to execute the laws againft them, or to pu- 
nifh the nonconforming clergy. H e declined 
obeying the queen's orders for the fuppreffion of 
$rcf)hejyings3 or the affemblies o f the zealots in 
private houfes, which lhe apprehended had become 
fo many academies o f fanaticism; and for this offence 
fhe had, by. an order of the Star Chamber, fequef- 
tered him from his archiepifcopal fundion, and con
fined him to his own houfe. Upon his death, 
which happened in 15S3, fhe determined not to fall 
into the lame error in her next choice; and fhe 
named Whitgift, a zealous churchman, who had al
ready fignaliied his pen in controverfy, and who, 
having in vain attempted to convince the puritans 
by argument, was now reiblved to open their eyes 
by power, and by the execution o f penal ftatutes. 
H e informed the queen that all the fpiritual au
thority lodged in the prelates was infignificant with
out the fandion of the crown; and as there was no 
ecclefiaftical commiifion at that time in force, he 
'engaged her to ilfue a new one; more arbitrary 
than any of the former, and conveying more unli
mited authority m. She appointed forty-four com- 
miffioners, twelve o f whom were ecclefiaftics; three 
commiilioners made a quorum; the jurildidion o f 
the court extended over the whole kingdom, and 
over all orders of men; and every circumftance o f 
its authority, and all its methods o f proceeding, 
were contrary to the cleareft principles o f law and 
natural equity. The commiilioners were empowered

*■  K«T$ Hiftpry of the Fumans, vol. i, p. 410,
to
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to vifit and reform all errors, heretics, fchifms, in C 
a word, to regulate all opinions, as well as to pu- 
niili all breach o f uniformity in the exercifeof public . 
worihip. They were dire<5ted to make inquiry, not 
only by the legal methods of juries and witnefies, 
but by all other means and ways which they could 
devife i that is, by the rack, by torture, by inqui- , 
lition, by imprifonment* Where they found rea- 
fon to fufpedt any perfon, they might adminifter to 
him an oath, called ex officio, by which he was 
bound to anfwer all queflions, and might thereby 
be obliged to accufe himielf or his moft intimate 
friend. The fines which they levied were difcre- 
tionary, and often occafioned the total ruin o f the 
offender, contrary to the eftabliihed laws of the 
kingdom, The imprifonment to which they con
demned any delinquent was limited by no rule but 
their own pleafure. They a (Turned a power of im- 
pofing on the clergy what new articles of fubfcrip- 
tion, and confequently of faith, they thought pro
per. Though all other fpiritual courts were fubjeft, 
lince the reformation, to inhibitions from the fu- 
preme courts of law, the ecclefiaffical commiflioners 
were exempted from that legal jurifdiftion, and were 
liable to no control. And the more to enlarge 
their authority, they were empowered to punith all 
incefts, adulteries, fornications f  aU outrages, mif- 
behaviours, and diforders rin marriage: And the 
punifhments which they might inflict, were ac
cording to their wifdom, conicience, and difcretion. 
In a word, this court was a real irtquijition, at
tended with all the iniquities, as well as cruelties, 
infeparable from that tribunal. And as the jurif- 
diction of the ecclefiaflical court was deffrudive of 
all law, fo its eredrion was deemed by many a mere 
ufurpation o f this imperious princefs; and had no 
other foundation than a claufe of a ftatute, reftoring 
the fupremacy to the crown, and empowering the

S 4 fovereign
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C H A P ,  fovereign to appoint commifTioners for exercifing 
t XLI‘ t that prerogative. But prerogative in general, efpe- 

visS4. daily the fupremacy, was fuppofed in that age to in
volve powers which no law, precedent, or reaibn 
could limit and determine.

B ut though the commons, in their humble pe
tition to the prelates, had touched fb gently and fub- 
rniffively on the ecclefiaftical grievances, the queen, 
in a fpeecft from the throne at the end of the feflion, 
could not forbear taking notice of their prefmnption, 
and reproving them for thofe murmurs which, for 
fear of offending her, they had pronounced fo low 

' as not direftly to reach her royal ears. After giving 
them fome general thanks for their attachment to 
her, and making profeilions o f affe&ion to her fub- 
jedts, ihe told them, that whoever found fault with 
the church threw a flander upon her, fince (he was 
appointed by God fupreme ruler over it, and no 
herefies or fchifms could prevail in the kingdom but 
by her permiffion and negligence : That fome abufes 
mull neceffarily have place in every thing; but ilie 
warned the prelates to be watchful; for if ihe found 
them cardei’s of their charge, fhe was fully deterr 
mined to depofe them : That ihe was commonly 
fuppofed to have employed herfelf in many ftudies, 
particularly philofophical (by which I fuppofe ihe 
meant theological), and ihe would confefs that few,

; whofe leifure had not allowed them to make pro- 
feffion of fcience, had read or refledted more : That 
as the could difeern the prefumption of many, in 
Curioufly canvaffing the fcriptures, and ftarting in
novations, ihe would no longer endure this licen- 
tioufnefs; but meant to guide her people, by God’s 
rule, in the juft mean between the corruptions o f 
Rome and the errors o f modern fectaries: And that 
as the Romaniftswere the inveterate enemies of her 
perfon, fo the other innovators were dangerous to 
all kingly government; and, under colour o f

preaching
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preaching the word of God, prefumed to exercife 
- their private judgment, and to cenfure the aftions o f  
the prince11,
 ̂ F r o m  the whole of this tranfaclion \ye may ob- 
ferve, that the commons, in making their general 
application to the prelates, as well as in feme par
ticular articles o f their petition, fhowed themfelves 
wholly ignorant, no lefs than the queen, o f the prin
ciples o f liberty, and a legal conftiturion. And it 
may not be unworthy of remark, that Elizabeth, ib 

’ far from yielding to the difpleafure of the parlia
ment againft the ecclefiaftical commiflion, granted, 
before the end of her reign, a new com million; in 
which fhe enlarged, rather than reftrained, the 
powers o f the commifTioners

D u r i n g  this feflion of parliament there was dif- 
covered a confpiracy, which much increafed the 
general animofity againft the catholics, and ftill far
ther widened the breach between the religious par
ties. William Parry, a catholic gentleman, had 
received the queen’s pardon for a crime, by which 
he was expoled to capital punifhment; and, having 
obtained permiffion to travel, he retired to Milan, 
and made open profefnon o f his religion, which he 
had concealed while he remained in England- H e 
was here perfuaded by Palmio, a jeiiiit, that he could 
not perform a more meritorious aftion than to take 
away the life of his ibvereign and his benefa&refs;

■ the nuncio Campeggio, when con fu I ted, approved 
extremely o f this pious undertaking; and Parry, 
though ftill agitated with doubts, came to Paris, 
with an intention of palling over to England, and 

-executing his bloody purpoie. H e was here en
couraged in the ddign by Thomas Morgan, a gen
tleman o f great credit in the party •> and though 
Watts and iome other catholic prieits told, him that

r- See note [R] at the end of the volume.
° iiymer, vol. xvi* p. 292* jS6. 4.0s-
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the enterprife was criminal and impious, he preferred 
the authority o f Raggazzoni, the nuncio at Paris, 
and determined to perfift in his refolution. H e 
here wrote a letter to the pope, which was conveyed 
to cardinal Com o; he communicated his intention 
to the holy father; and craved his abfolution and 
paternarbenediólion. H e received an anfwer from 
the cardinal, by which he found that his purpofe 
was extremely applauded; and he came over to 
England with a full defign of carrying it into exe
cution. So deeply are the fentiments o f morality 
engraved in the human breaft, that it is difficult 
even for the prejudices o f falfe religion totally to 
efface them; and this bigoted affaifin refolved, be* 
fore he came to extremities, to try every other ex
pedient for alleviating the perfections under which 
the catholics at that time laboured. H e found 
means of being introduced to the queen; allured 
her that many conipiracies were formed againft her; 
and exhorted her, as ihe tendered her life, to give 
xhe Romanifts forne more indulgence in the exer- 
cife of their religion: But, left he ihould be tempted 
by the opportunity to affaftinate her, he always came 
to court unprovided with every offenfive weapon. 
H e even found means to be elefted member of 
parliament; and having made a vehement harangue 
againft the fevere laws enadted this h it feffion, was 
committed to cuftody for his freedom, and fequef- 
tered from the houfe. H is failure in thefe attempts 
confirmed him the more in his former refolution;
,and he communicated his intentions to Nevil, who 
entered zealouily into the defign, and was deter
mined to have a (hare in the merits of its execution. 
A  book newly ppblifhed by Dr. Allen, afterwards 
created a cardinal, ferved farther to efface all their 
fcruples with regard to the murder o f an heretical 
prince; and, having agreed to ihoot the queen while 
ihe ihould be taking the air on horfeback, they re-

iolved,
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iolvcdj if  they eould not make their efcape, tofacri- 
fice their lives, in fulfilling a duty fo agreeable, as 
they imagined, to the will o f God and to true reli
gion. But while they were watching an opportunity 
for the execution o f their purpofe, the earl o f W eft- 
moreland happened to die in exile $ and as Nevil 
was next heir to that family, he began to entertain 
hopes, that by doing fome acceptable fervice to the 
queen, he might recover the eftate and honours 
which had been forfeited by the rebellion of the laft 
earl. H e betrayed the whole confpiracy to the 
minifters* and Parry, being thrown into prifon* 
confe-fled the guilt, both to them and to the jury 
who tried him. The letter from cardinal Como, 
being produced in court, put Parry’s narrative be
yond all queftion and that criminal, -having received 
fentence o f deathp, fuffered the punifhment which 
the law appointed for his treafonable confpiracy q.

T hese bloody defigns now appeared every where 
as the refult o f that bigoted fpirit by which the two 
religions, efpedally the catholic, were at this time 
actuated. Somerville, a gentleman of the county 
ofW arw ic, fomewhat difordered in his underftand- 
ing, had heard fo much of the merit attending the 
aiTailination o f heretics and perfecutors, that he came 
to London with a view of murdering the queen * 
but having betrayed hisdelign by fome extravagances, 
he was thrown into prifon, and there periihed by a 
voluntary deathr. About the fame time Baltazar 
Gerard, a Burgundian, undertook and executed 
the fame defxgn againft the prince of Orange; and 
that great man periihed at Delft, by the hands of a 
defperate aiTafiin, who, with a refolution worthy of a 
better caufe, facrificed his own life, in order to de- 
itroy the famous reftorer and protestor of religious 
liberty. T he Flemings, who regarded that prince

P State  T r i a l s ,  v o L  i ,  p* 1 0 3 , & f e q .  S tryp e , v o l ,  ii i.  p . 3 5 5 , & i e q .  
t See note [S J  a t the end o t the v o lu m e .
1 C a m d e n , p.4.95.
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C H A P; as their father* were filled with great forrow, as well
 ̂ XL^ , when they confidered the miierable end o f io brave 

a patriot* as their own forlorn condition from the lofs 
o f fo powerful and prudent a leader, and from the 
rapid progrefs o f the Spanifh arms. The prince of 
Parma had made every year great advances upon 
them, had reduced feveral o f the provinces to obe
dience, and had laid clofe fiege to Antwerp, the 

> richefl and moft populous city o f the Netherlands,
whofe fubje&ion, it was forefeen, would give a mor
tal blow to the already declining affairs of the re
volted provinces. The only hopes which remained 
to them arofe from the profpeft o f foreign fuccour. 
Being well acquainted with the cautious and frugal 
maxims of Elizabeth, they expelled better fuccefs 
in France; and, in the view of engaging Henry to 
embrace their defence, they tendered him the fo- 
vereignty of their provinces. But the prefent con
dition o f that monarchy obliged the king to rejed fo 
advantageous an offer. T he duke o f  Anjou’s death, 
which he thought would have tended to reftore pub
lic tranquillity, by delivering him from the intrigues 
o f that prince, plunged him into the deepeft dif- 
trefs; and the king of Navarre, a profefled hugo- 
not, being next heir to the crown, the duke of 
Guife took thence occafion to revive the catholic 

1 league, and to urge Henry, by the moft violent ex
pedients, to leek the excluiion o f that brave and 
virtuous prince. Henry himfelf, though a zealous 
catholic, yet, becaufe he declined complying with 
their precipitate meafures, became an objed o f aver- 
fion to the league; and as his zeal, in pradifing all 
the fuperftitious obfervances o f the Romifti church, 
was accompanied with a very licentious condud in 
private life; the catholic fadion, in contradiction to 
univerfal experience, embraced thence the pretext 
o f reprefenting his devotion as mere deceit and hy- 
pocrify. Finding his authority to decline, he was 
obliged to declare war againft the hqgonots, and to

put
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put arms into the hands o f the league, whom, both C H A  p*, 
on account o f their dangerous pretenfions at home, , XL*? y 
and their clofe alliance with Philip, he fecretly re- i^ V  
garded as his more dangerous enemies. Conftrained 
by the fame policy, he dreaded the danger of afloci- 
ating himfelf with the revolted proteftants in thé Low 
Countries, and was obliged to renounce that inviting 
opportunity of revenging himfelf for all the hoftile 
intrigues and enterprifes o f Philip.

T he States, reduced to this extremity, fent over 
a folemn embafiy to London, and made anew arv 
offer to the queen, of acknowledging her for their 
fovereign, on condition o f obtaining her protection 
and affiilance. Elizabeth’s wifefl: counfeliors were 
divided in opinion with regard to the conduct which 
ihe fhould hold in this critical and important 
emergence. Some advifed her to rejeCt the offer 
oF the States, and reprefented the imminent dan« 
gers, as well as injuilice, attending the acceptance 
of it. They laid, that the luppreffion o f rebellious 
fubjeCls was the common caufe of all lovereigns, and 
any encouragement given to the revolt of the Fle
mings, might prove the example of a like pernicious 
licence to the Engliih : That though princes were 
bound by the laws of the Supreme Being not to 

- opprefs their fubjeCts, die people never were entitled 
to forget all duty to their fovereign, or transfer, from 
every fancy or difguft, or even from the jufteft 
ground o f complaint, their obedience to any other 
niafter: That the queen, in the fuccours hirheno 
afforded the Flemings, had confidered them as la
bouring under oppreffion, not as entitled to freedom j 
and had intended only to admoniih Philip not to per- 
fevere in his tyranny, without any view of raviihing 
from him thefe provinces which he enjoyed by here
ditary right from his anceftors : That her fituation in 
Ireland, and even in England, would afford that 
powerful monarch fuffkient opportunity of retaliating

upon
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upon her ; and ihe mud: thenceforth expert that, in- 
Head of fecretly fomenting faction, he would openly 
employ his whole force in the protection arid defence 
of the catholics: That the pope would undoubtedly 
unite his fpiritual arms to the temporal ones of Spain: 
And that the queen would foon repent her making 
fo precarious an acquifition in foreign countries, by 
expofing her own dominions to the molt imminent 
dangers.

O t h e r  counfellors of Elizabeth maintained a con
trary opinion. They affected, that the queen had 
not, even from the beginning o f her reign, but cer
tainly had not at preient, the choice whether ihe 
would embrace friendfhip or hoftility with Philip: 
That by the whole tenor o f that prince’s conducl it 
appeared, that his foie aims were, the extending of 
his empire, and the entire fubjedtion o f the pro- 
teftants, under the fpecious pretence o f maintaining 
the catholic faith: That the provocations which ihe 
had already given him, joined to his general fcheme 
o f  policy, would for ever render him her implaca
ble enemy; and as foon as he had fubdued his re
volted fubjefts, he would undoubtedly fall, with the 
whole force of his united empire, 6n her defencelefs 
ftate: That the only queftion was, whether ihe would 
maintain a war abroad, and fupported by allies, or 
wait till the fubjecHon o f all the confederates o f 
England fhould give her enemies leifure to begin 
their hoftilities in the bowels o f the kingdom : That 
the revolted provinces, though in a declining con
dition, poffeffed ftill confiderable force; and by the 
afliftance o f England, by the advantages o f their 
fituation, and by their inveterate antipathy to Philip, 
might ftill be enabled to maintain the conteft againft 
the Spanifti monarchy: That their maritime power, 
united to the queen's, would give her entire fecurity
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on the fide from which alone fhe could be afiaulted, 
and would even enable her to make inroads on 
Philip’s dominions, both in Europe and the Indies: 
That a war which was necefiary could never be un- 
ju ft; and felf-defence was concerned, as well in pre
venting certain dangers at a diftance, as in repelling 
any immediate invafion: And that, fince hoftility 
with Spain was the unavoidable confequence of the 
prelent interefts and fituations o f the two monarchies, 
it were better to compenfate that danger and lofs by 
the acquiiition of fuch important provinces to the 
Englifh empire E.

A midst thefe oppofite counfels the queen, ap- 
prehenfive of the confequences attending each ex
treme, vvas inclined to fleer a middle courfe; and 
though fuch conduit is feldom prudent, ftie was 
not, in this relblution, guided by any prejudice or 

, miftaken affection. She was determined not to 
permit, without oppofirion, the total fubjeftion o f 
the revolted provinces, whofe interefts fhe deemed 
io clofely connected with her own: But forefeeing 
that the acceptance of their fovereignty would oblige 
her to employ her whole force in their defence, would 
give umbrage to her neighbours, and would expofe 
her to the reproach of ambition and ufurpation, im
putations which hitherto lhe had carefully avoided, 
file immediately rejefted this öfter. She concluded 
a league with the States on the following conditions: 
That ilie ihould fend over an army to their affift- 
ance, of five thou fand foot and a thou fand horfe, 
and pay them during the war; that the general, and 
two others whom ihe fhould appoint, iliould be ad
mitted into the council o f the States; that neither 
party fhould make peace without the con fen t o f the 
other; that her expences fhould be refunded after 
the conclufion o f the war; and that the towns o f 
Flufhing and the Brille, with the caftle of Ramme-

r C a m d en , p , 5 0 7 , JB etuivoglio, p i r t  l ib . iv .
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C » A p‘ kins, ihould, in the mean time* be configned intef 
XLL her hands by way o f fecurity;

T h e  queen knew that this meafure would imme
diately engage her in open hoftilities with Philip 5 
yet was not fhe terrified with the view o f the pre- 
fent greatnefs o f that monarch. The continent o f 
Spain was at that time rich and populous * and the 
late addition o f Portugal, befides fecuring internal 
tranquillity, had annexed an opulent kingdom to 
Philip's dominions, had made him mailer o f  many 
lettlements in the Haft-Indies, and of the whole 
commerce of thofe regions, and had much increafed 
his naval power, in which he was before chiefly de
ficient. A ll the princes of Italy, even the pope and 
the court o f Rome, were reduced to a kind o f fub- 
jeilion under him, and feemed to poflefs their fove- 
reignty on terms fomewhat precarious. The Auitrian 
branch in Germany, with their dependent princi
palities, was clofely con netted with him, and wa& 
ready to fupply him with troops for every enterprife. 
A ll the treafures o f  the Weft-Indies were in his 
poflefTion; and the prelent fcarcity of the precious 
metals in every country o f  Europe, rendered the 
influence of his riches the-more forcible and exten- 
five. The Netherlands feemed on, the point o f re- 
lapfing into iervitude; and fmali hopes were enter
tained of their withftanding thofe numerous and 
veteran armies which, under the command o f  the- 
moft experienced generals, he employed againit 
them. Even France, which was wont to counter
balance the Auitrian greatnefs, had loft all her force 
from inteftine commotions * and as the catholics* 
the ruling party, were clofely connefted with 
him, he rather expe£ted thence an augmentation 
than a diminution o f his power. Upon the whole, 
fuch prepoflefllons were every where entertained con
cerning the force o f the Spaniih monarchy, that the 
king o f Sweden, when he heard that Elizabeth had

openly
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openly embraced the defence o f the revolted Fle
mings, fcrupled not to fay, that fhe had now taken 
the ^diadem from her head, and had adventured it 
upon the doubtful chance o f  war“. Y e t was this 
prineefs rather cautious than enterprifing in hen 
natural temper: She never needed more to b& 
impelled by the vigour, than refrained by the 
prudence o f her minifters: But when fhe faw an 
evident neceffity, fhe braved danger with mag
nanimous courage i and trufting to her own con- 
fymmate wifdom, and to the affections, however; 
divided, of her people, fhe prepared herfelf to refill 
and even to afiault the whole force o f the catholic 
monarch.

„ T he earl o f Leicefter was fent over to Holland, 
at the head o f the Englifh auxiliary forces. H e car
ried with him a fplendid retinue * being accompa
nied by the young earl o f Effex, his fon-in-liw, 
the lords Audley and North, fir William Ruffe!,; 
fir Thomas Shirley, fir Arthur Baffet, fir Walter; 
Waller, fir Geryafe Glifton, and a feleCfc troop of, 
five hundred gentlemen. H e was received on his 
arrival at Flufhing by his nephew fir Philip Sidney,? 
the governor; and every town through which he 
palled expreffed their joy by acclamations and tri
umphal arches, as if his prefence and the queen's 
protection had brought them the moil certain de
liverance. The States, defirous of engaging Eli-; 
zabeth ftill farther in their defence, and knowing 
the intereft which Leicefter pofiefled with her, con
ferred on him the title of governor and captain- 
general of the United Provinces, appointed a guard 
to attend him, and treated him in fome refpefts as 
their foyereign. But this ftep had a contrary effeCt 
to what they expeCted. The queen was difpleafed 
with the artifice o f the States, and the ambition o f
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C P* Ldcefter. She feverely reprimanded both; and it 
/¿t ^  v was with feme difficulty, that after many humble 

1585; iiibmiilions they were able to appeafe her. 5
Hoftiiitic* • A merica was regarded as the chief fource of 
witiiSpain. Philip’s power, as well as the moil defencelefs part 

o f his dominions; and Elizabeth, finding that an 
open breach with that monarch was unavoidable, 
refolved not tojeave him unmolefted in,that quarter.- 
T he great fuccefs o f the Spaniards and Portuguefe 
in bdth Indies had excited a fpirit o f emulation in, 
England; and as the progrefs o f commerce, ftill 
more that o f colonies, is flow and gradual, it was 
happy that a war in this critical period had opened 
a more flattering proipedt to the avarice and ambi
tion o f the Englifh, and had tempted them, by the' 
view o f fudden and exorbitant profit, to engage in 
naval enterprifes. A  fleet o f twenty fail was equip- 

/  ped to attack the Spaniards in the Weft Indies: Tw o 
thoufand three hundred volunteers, befides feamen, 
engaged on board o f it; Ar Francis Drake was ap
pointed admiral; Chriftopher Carlifle commander 

15S6. o f the land forces. They took St/Jago, near Cape 
January, y erde, by Furprife; and found in it plenty o f pro- 

vifions, but no riches. They failed to HifpaniolaF 
and eafily making themfelves mafter of St. Domingo * 
by afiault, obliged the inhabitants to ranfom their 
houfes by a fum of money. Carthagena fell next 
into their hands after feme more refiftance, and was 

i treated in the fame manner. They burned St. An-/ 
thony and St. Helens, two towns on the coaft o f 1 
Florida. Sailing along the coaft of Virginia, they 
found the fmall remains o f a colony which had been 
planted there by fir W  alter Raleigh, and which had 
gone extremely to decay. This was the firft attempt - 
of the Engliih to form fiich fettlements; and though 
they have fince lurpafled all European nations, both 
in the fituation o f their colonies and in the noble 
principles o f liberty and induftry, on which they 

11 are
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Sre founded; they had here been fb uniuccefsful, 
that the miferable planters abandoned their fettle- 
ments, and prevailed on Drake to carry them with 
him to England. H e returned with lo much richer 
as encouraged the volunteers, and with fuch ac
counts o f the Spanifh weaknefs in thofe countries* 
as ferved extremely to inflame the fpirits o f the na
tion to future enterprifes. The great mortality 
which the climate had produced in his fleet was, as 
is ufual, but a feeble reftraint on the avidity and fan-; 
guine hopes of young adventurers w. It is thought 
that Drake's fleet firft introduced the ufe of tobacco 
into England, -

T he enterprifes o f Leicefter were much lefs fuc- 
cefsful than thofe o f  Drake. This man poilelled 
neither courage nor capacity equal to the truft re- 
pofed in him by the queen; and as he was the only 
bad choice ihe made for any confiderable employ
ment, men naturally believed that fhehad here been 
influenced by an affection ftill more partial than 
that o f  friendfhip. H e gained at firft fome advan
tage in an aftion againft the Spaniards; and threw 
fuccours into Grave, by which that place was en-' 
abled to make a vigorous defence: But the cow
ardice o f the governor, Van Hemert, rendered all 
thefe efforts ufelefs. H e capitulated after a feeble 
refiftance; and being tried for his conduct, iuffered 
a capital puniihment from the fentence o f a court- 
martial. T h e prince o f  Parma next undertook the 
fiege of Venlo, which was furrendered to him after 
fome refiftance. T h e  fate o f Nuys was more dif- 
mal; being taken by affault while the garrifon was 
treating o f  a capitulation. Rhimberg, which was 
garrifoned by twelve hundred Englifh, under the 
command o f colonel Morgan, was afterwards be- 
fkged by the Spaniards; and Leicefter, thinking

E L I Z A B E T H .
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c  h A p. himfelf coo weak to attempt railing the liege, endea- 
voured to draw off the prince o f Parma by forming 

i ¿8$. another enterprife. H e firft attaqked Doefburg, 
and fucceeded: H e then fat down before Zutphen, 
which the Spaniih general thought fo important a

* fortrefs that he haftened to its relief H e made the 
marquefs o f Guefto advance with a convoy, which 
he intended to throw into the place. T hey were 
favoured by a fog 5 but falling by accident on a body 
o f Engliih cavalry, a furious aftion enfued, in which 
the Spaniards were worfted, and the marquefs o f 
Gonzaga, an Italian nobleman o f great reputation 
and family, was {lain. T he purfuit was flopped by the 
advance o f the prince o f Parma with the main body 
of the Spaniih army ; and the Englifh cavalry, on 
their return from the field, found their advantage 
more than compenfated by the lofs o f fir Philip 
Sidney, who, being mortally wounded in the action,

/ was carriedoff by the foldiers, andToon after died.
This perfon is defcribed by the writers o f that age 

, as the moft perfeft model o f an accomplifhed gen
tleman that could be formed even by the wanton

* imagination of poetry or fiition. Virtuous condu6t, 
polite converfation, heroic valour, and elegant 

/erudition, all concurred to render him the orna
ment and* delight of the Engliih court; and as the

* credit-Which* he poifeffed with the queen and the 
earl of Leicefter, was wholly employed in the en-

■ couragement of genius and literature, his praifes 
have been tranfmitted with advantage to pofterity. 
N o perfon was fo low as not to become an objeit 

* ’ of his humanity. After this laft aftion, while he 
was lying on the field mangled with wounds, a bot-

* tie o f water was brought him to relieve his thirft; 
but obferving a foldier near him in a like miferable 
condition, he faid, This man's neceffiiy is Jfill 
greater than mine: And refigned to him the bottle

water. The king p f  Scots, ftruck with admira
tion
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}
tion o f  Sidney's virtue, celebrated his memory in 
a copy of Latin verfes, which he compofed on the 
death of that young hero.
' T h e  Englifh, though a long peace had deprived 
them of all experience, were ftrongly pofTdfed o f  
military genius; and the advantages gained by the 
prince of Parma were not attributed to the fuperior 
bravery and difcipline o f the Spaniards, but folely 
to the want of military abilities in Leicefter. T he 
States were much difcontented with his manage
ment of the war; itill more with his arbitrary and 
imperious conduft; and at the end of the cam
paign they applied to him for a redrefs o f , all their 
grievances. But Leicefter, without giving them 
any fatisfaftion, departed foon after for England \  

T he queen, while fhe provoked fo powerful an 
enemy as the king of Spain, was not forgetful to 
fecure herfelf on the fide of Scotland; and fhe en
deavoured both to cultivate the friendihip and alli
ance of her kinfman, James, and to remove all 
grounds of quarrel between them. An attempt 
which (he had made feme time before was not well 
calculated to gain the confidence o f that prince. 
She had difpatched Wotton as her ambafiador to 
Scotland; but though ihe gave him private in- 
ftrudtions with regard to her affairs, ihe informed 
James, that when Ihe had any political bufinefs to 
difcufs with him, fhe would employ another mini- 
iter; that this man was not fitted for ferious nego
tiations; and that her chief purpofe in fending him 
was to entertain the king with witty and facetious 
converlation, and to partake without referve of his 
pleafures and amufements. Wotton was matter of 
profound diffimulation, and knew how to cover, 
under the appearance o f a carelels gaiety, the deepeft 
defigns and moft dangerous artifices. When but a

* Camden, p< 51*. Bentivoglio, partii, lib. 4.,

T  3 youth
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c  h A p , youth of twenty, he had been employed by his 
t unde, Dr. Wotton, ambaflador in France during

the reign o f Mary, to enfnare the conftable, M onti 
morency; and had not his purpofe been fruitrated 
by pure accident, his cunning had prevailed over 

* all . the caution and experience o f that aged minifteri 
It is no wonder that, after years had improved him 
in all the arts o f deceit, he ihould gain an afcendant 
over a young prince of fo open and unguarded a 
temper as James; efpecially when the queen's re
commendation prepared the way for his reception. 
H e was admitted into all the pleafures o f the king ; 
made himfelf matter o f his fecrets* and had fo 
much the more authority with him in political tranfi 
adtions, as he did not feem to pay the leaft atten
tion to thefe matters. T h e Scotcith minifters, who 
obferved the growing intereft o f this man, endear 

- voured to acquire his friendfhip; and fcrupled not 
to facrifice to his intrigues the moil effential inte-V 
refts o f their mailer. Elizabeth's ufual jealoufies 
with regard to her heirs began now to be levelled 
againft James; and as that prince had attained the, 
years proper for marriage, ihe was apprehenfive 
left, by being llrengthened with children and alli
ances, he ihould acquire the greater intereft and 
authority with her Engliih fubje&s. She directed; 
Wotton to form a fecret concert with fome Scot- 
tifh noblemen, and to procure their promife thar 
James, during three years, ihould not on any ac
count be permitted to marry. In confequence of 
this view, they endeavoured to embroil him with 
the king of Denmark, who had fent ambaifadors to 
Scotland on pretence of demanding reftitution of 
the Orkneys, but really with a view of opening a 
propofal o f marriage between James and his daugh
ter. Wotton is faid to have employed his intrigues 
to purpofes ftill more dangerous. H e formed, it 
is pretended, a confpiracy with fome malcontents,

to
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to ieize the perfon of the king, and to deliver, him P 
into the hands o f Elizabeth, who would probably , 
have denied all concurrence in the defign, < but; 15*6. 
would have been fure to retain him in perpetual \ 
thraldom, if  not captivity. The conipiracv was> 
detected, and Wotton fled haftily from Scotland* 
without taking leave of the k i n g ,

James’s fituation obliged him to ^diflemble his; 
refentment o f this traiterous attempt, and his na-f 
tural temper inclined him foon to forgive and forget, 
it. The queen found no difficulty in renewing the* 
negotiations for a. ftri£fc alliance between Scotland 
and England; and the more effe&ually to gain the: 
prince’s friendlhip, ihe granted him a penfion equL 
valent to his claim on the inheritance o f his grand
mother, the countefs of Lenox, lately deceafcdV 
A  league was formed between Elizabeth and James,, 
for the mutual defence o f their dominions, and of- 
their religion, now menaced by the open combi
nation of all the catholic powers o f Europe. It 
was ftipulated, that if Elizabeth were inyaded,^
James ihould aid her with a body of two thoufand , 
horie and five thoufand foot; that Elizabeth, in a/ 
like cafe, ihould fend to his afiitlance three thoufand/ 
horfe and fix thoufand foot; that the charge of thefe- 
armies ihould be defrayed by ̂ the prince who de
manded affiftance; that if  the invafion iliould be 
made upon England, within fixty miles o f the fron
tiers o f Scotland, this latter, kingdom iliould march 
its whole force to the affiflance o f the former; and . 
that the prefent league ihould fuperfede all former « 
alliances of either ftate with any foreign kingdom,, 
fo far as religion was concerned4.

B y  this league James fecured him felf againfi: all 
attempts from abroad, opened a way for acquiring
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C H A P . tkc confidence and affections o f the Englifh, and 
might entertain fome profpeCb o f  domeftic ttanS 
quillity, which, while he lived on bad terms with 
Elizabeth, he could never expeCt long to enjoy. 
Befides the turbulent difpofitioh and inveterate feuds 
o f the nobility, ancient maladies of the Scottifti 
government, the fpirit of fanaticifm had introduced 
a new diforder 3 fo much the more dangerous, aS 
religion, When corrupted by falfe opinion, is not 
reftraiiied by < any rules o f morality, and is even 
fcarcely to be accounted for in its operations by any 
principles o f  ordinary conduct and policy. T h e in- 
folence o f the preachers, who triumphed in their 
dominion over the populace, had at this time reached 
an extreme height; and they carried their arrogance 
fo far, not only againft the king, but againft the 
whole civil power, that they excommunicated the 
archbiihop o f St, Andrew's, becaufe he had been 
aftive in parliament for promoting a law which re- 
ftrained their feditious fermonsb: Nor could that 
prelate fave himfelf by any expedient from this ter
rible fentence, but by renouncing all pretenfions to 
eccleiiaftical authority. One Gibfon faid iii the 
pulpit, that captain James Stuart (meaning the late 
earl o f Arran) and his wife Jezabel had been deemed 
the chief persecutors of the church 1 but it was now 
feen that the king himfelf was the great offender: 
And for this crime the preacher denounced againft 
him the curfe which fell on Jeroboam, that he 
ihould die childleis, and be the laft o f his race c. 

T he fecretary, Thirlflone, perceiving the king 
fo much molefted with ecclefiaftical affairs, and with 
the refractory difpofition of the clergy, advifed him 
to leave them to their own courfes: For that in a 
ihort time they would become fo intolerable, that 
the people would rife againft them, and drive them

Spotfwood, p. 345, 346, e p. 344.

out
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out. o f  the country. “  T rue/’ replied the k in g : c  ^  p« 
*k i f  I purpofed to undo the chiirch and religion. « X < £j 
u  your counfel were good: But my intention is to 1$$*. 
"m aintain  both * therefore cannot I fuffer the 
"  clergy to follow fuch a conduit, as will in the 

end bring religion into contempt and derifionV’
1 '. \ ̂ ' ' •’ ;
a Spotfvvaod, p* |4$.
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C H A P .  X L II.

♦
Zeal of the catholics--- ^Babington* s confpiracy——,

Mary affents to the confpiracy------The confpirators
feized  and executed----- Refolution to ivy the queen
o f Scots— — The commiflioners prevail on her to

' fubmit to the trial— -— The trialU--- Sentence
againft Mary------Interpofition of king James-----
Reafons for the execution of Mary— ■— The execu
tion— Mary's char abler----- The queen's affebied

farrow------Drake defrays the Spanijh fleet at Cadiz------Philip projects the invafion of England— —
The invincible Armada------Preparations in Eng
land— The armada arrives in the channel—̂—.
Defeated----- A  parliament'------Expedition againfi
Portugal----- Affairs of Scotland;

TH E  dangers which arofe from the character, 
principles, and pretenfions of the queen of 

Scots, had very early engaged Elizabeth to confult,^ 
in her treatment of that unfortunate princefs, the 
diftates of jealoufy and politics, rather than of 
friendfhip or generofity: Refentment o f this ufage 
had puflied Mary into enterprifes which had nearly 
threatened the repofe and authority o f Elizabeth: 
T he rigour and reftraint, thence redoubled upon 
the captive queen % fcill impelled her to attempt 
greater extremities $ and while her impatience of 
confinement, her revengef, and her high fpirit,

e P* >39* H a y n e s , p . 6 0 7 .
f  See note [ T J  a t d ie  en d  o f  the v o lu m e .
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concurred with religious Z ea la n d  the luggeftions of C^AT,  
defperate bigots, íhe was at laft engaged in defigns . ;
which afforded her enemies, who watched the op- 1586'. 
portunity, a pretence or reafon for effe&ing her 
final ruin.

T he Englifli feminary át Rheims had wrought Zeal of the 
themfelves up to a high pitch o f rage and animofity catho!lcs# /  
againft the queen, T he recCnt perfecutions from 
which they had efcaped; the new rigours which 
they knew awaited them in the courfe o f their mif- 
fions j the liberty which for the prefent they enjoyed 
o f declaiming againft that princefs and the contagion 
o f that religious fury which every where furrounded 
them in France: A ll thefe cauies had obliterated 
with them every maxim o f common fenfe, and every 
principle o f morals or humanity. Intoxicated with 
admiration o f the divine power and infallibility o f  
the pope, they revered his bull, by which he excom
municated and depofed the queen; and fome o f  
them had gone to that height o f extravagance as to 
aflert, that that performance had been immediately 
dictated by the Holy Ghoft. The afíafiination o f 
heretical fovereigns, and o f that princefs in parti
cular, was reprefented as the moft meritorious o f  
all enterprifes; and they taught that whoever 
perifhed in fuch pious attempts enjoyed without dis
pute the glorious and never-fading crown o f mar
tyrdom. By fuch doftrines they inftigated John 
Savage, a man of defperate courage, who had ferved 
fome years in the Low Countries under the prince 
of Parma, to attempt the life o f Elizabeth; and 
this aflaffin having made a vow to perfevere in his 
defign, was fent over to England and recommended 
to the confidence o f the more zealous catholics.

A bou t  the fame time, John Ballard, a pried o f 
that ieminary, had returned to Paris from his million 
in England and Scotland; and as he had obferved a 
fpirit of mutiny and rebellion to be very prevalent

among



*

Elizabeth, and o f reftpring by force of 
arms the exercife o f the ancient religion5. The 
iituation o f affairs abroad feerried favourable to this 
enterprife: T he pope, the Spaniard, the duke of 
Guife, concurring in interefts, had formed a refo- 
lution to make feme ¿attempt againft England: And 
Mendoza, the Spanifh ambaffador at Paris, ftrongly 
encouraged Ballard to hope for fuccours from thefe 
princes. Charles Paget alone, a zealous catholic,

. and a devoted partifan o f the queen o f  Scots, being 
well acquainted with the prudence, vigour, and ge- 

. neral popularity o f  Elizabeth, always "maintained 
that fo long as that princefs was allowed to live, it 
was in vain to expeft any fucceis from an enterprife 
upon England. Ballard, perfuaded o f  this truth, 
faw more clearly the neceffity o f executing the de- 
fign formed at Rheim s: H e came over to England 
in the difguife o f a foldier, and aflumed the name 
o f  captain Fortefcue : And he bent his endeavours 
to effeft at once the projeft o f  an affaffination, an 
infurre&ion, and an invafionh.

Babing- T h e  firft perfon to whom he addrefled himfelf 
fpiracy*” '  was Anthony Babington, o f Dethic, in the county 

o f  Derby. This young gentleman was o f  a good 
family, poffefled a plentiful fortune, had difcovered 
an excellent capacity, and was accomplifhed in lite
rature beyond moft o f his years or flation. Being 
zealoufly devoted to the catholic communion, he 
had fecretly made a journey to Paris fome time be
fore > and had fallen into intimacy with Thomas 
Morgan, a bigoted fugitive from England, and with 
the bifhop of Glafgow, Mary’s ambaffador at the 
court o f France. By continually extolling the ami
able accomplifhments and heroical virtues o f that 
princefs, they impelled the fanguine and unguarded

r  Murden’s State Papers, p. 517. * Camden, p. 515* 
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niind o f young Babington to make fome attempt 
for her fervice j and they employed every principle 
o f  ambition, gallantly, and religious zeal, to give 

. him a contempt o f thole dangers which attended 
any enterprife againft thè vigilant government o f 
Elizabeth. Finding him well dilpofed for their 
purpofe, they fent him back to England, and le- 
cretly, unknown to himfelf, recommended him to 
the queen o f  Scots, as a perfon worth engaging in 
her fervice. She wrote him a letter full o f  friend- 
fhip and confidence j and Babington, ardeiit in his 
temper, and zealous in his principles, thought that 
theiè advances now bound him in honour to devote 
himfelf entirely to the fervice of that unfortunate 

,princefs; During fome rime, he had found means, 
q f  conveying to her all her foreign correfpondence ; 
but after Ihe was put under the cuftody o f fir Amias 
Paulet, and reduced to a more rigorous confine
ment, he experienced fo much difficulty and danger 
in rendering her this fervice, that he had defifted 
from every attempt of that nature.

W h e n  Ballard began to open his intentions to 
Babington, he found his zeal fufpended, not ex- 
tinguiftied : H is former ardour revived on the men
tion o f any enterprife which feemed to promife 
fuccefs in the caufe o f Mary and o f the catholic 
religion. H e had entertained fentiments conform
able to thole o f  Paget, and reprefented the folly o f 
all attempts which, during the lifetime o f Elizabeth, 
could be formed again!); the eftablilhed religion and 
government o f  England. Ballard, encouraged by 
this hint, proceeded to difcover to him the defigti 
undertaken by Savage*$ and was well pleafed to* 
obferve that, inftéad of being Ihocked with the pro- 
jeft, Babington only thought it not fecure enough, 
when entrufted to one fingle hand, and propofed to 
join five others with Savage in this deiperace enter
prife.

E L I Z A B E T H .
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C H ATp. I n profecution o f  thefe views, Babington employed
himfelf in increafing the number o f his affociates 

v and he fecretly drew into the confpiracy many ca-. 
tholic gentlemen difeontented with the prelent go* 
vernment. Barnwel, o f a noble family in Ireland* 
Charnoc, a gentleman o f  Lancaihire, and Abing- 
ton, whofe father had been cofferer to the houfchold, 
readily undertook the aflaiTination o f the queen, 
tharles Tilney, the heir o f an ancient family, and 
Tichborne of Southampton, when the defign was 
propofed to them, exprefled fame fcruples, which 
were removed by the arguments o f Babington and 
Ballard. Savage alone refufed during forae time to 
fhare the glory o f the enterprife with any othersk; 
he challenged the whole to himfelf; and it was with 
ibme difficulty he was induced to depart from this 
prepofterous ambition. *

T h e  deliverance o f the queen o f Scots at the very 
fame inftant when Elizabeth ftiould, be affalfinated* 
was requifite for effe&ing the purpofe o f  the confpN 
rators; and Babington undertook, with a party of 
a hundred horfe, to attack her guards while. Ihe 
lhould be taking the air on horfeback. In this en
terprife he engaged Edward Windfor, brother to 
the lord o f  that name, Thomas Salifbury, Robert 
Gage, John Travers, John Jones, and Henry 
Donne; moft o f them men o f family and interefE, 
The confpirators much wanted, but could not find, 
any nobleman o f note whom they might place at the 
head of the enterprife; but they rrufted that the great 
events o f the queen’s death and Mary’s deliverance,, 
would roufe all the zealous catholics to arms; and 
that foreign forces, taking advantage o f the general 
confufiorf, would eafily fix the queen o f Scots on the 
throne, and re-eftablifh the ancient religion.

T hese delperate proje&s had not efcaped, the 
vigilance o f Elizabeth’s council, particularly o f *'
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E L I Z A B E T H .
Walfingham, fecretary o f  ftate. That artful mi- 
nifter had engaged Maud, a catholic prieft, whom ^ y j  
he retained in pay, to attend Ballard in his journey i 5ss. 
to France, and had thereby got a hint o f  the defigns 
entertained by the fugitives, Polly, another of his; 
fpies, had found means to infinuate himfelf among 
the confpirators in England; and though not entirely 
trufted, had obtained tome iniight into their dan
gerous fecrets. But the bottom o f  the conlpiracy 
was never fully known till Gifford, a feminary prieft, 
came over, and made a tender o f his iervices to 
Walfingham. By his means the difcovery became 
o f the utmofl importance, and involved the fate o f  
Mary as well as o f thofe zealous parnfara o f that ■ 
princefs.

B ab i no ton and his aflociates, havine; laid fuch a 
plan as they thought promifed infallible fuccefs, 
were impatient to communicate the defign to the 
queen o f Scots, and to obtain her approbation and 
concurrence. For this iervice they employed Gif*. e 
ford, who immediately applied to Walfingham, that 
the intereft of that minifter might forward his fecret
correspondence with Mary, Walfingham propofed 
the matter to Paulet, and defired him to connive at 
Gifford’s corrupting one of his fervants: But Pau- 
let, averfe to the introducing o f fuch a pernicious 
precedent into his family, defired that they would 
rather think o f fome other expedient. Gifford found ; 
a brewer who fupplied the family with ale; and 
bribed him to convey letters to the captive queen* 
T h e letters, by Paulet’s connivance, were thruft 
through a chink in-the wall; and anfwers were re
turned by the fame conveyance. f

Ballard and Babington were at firft diffident !  
of Gifford’s fidelity; and to make trial o f him, they 
gave him only blank papers made up like letters: 
But finding by the anfwers that thefe had been faith- - 
fully delivered, they laid afide all farther fcruple, and 
conveyed by his hands the moil criminal and dan

gerous
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gerous parts o f their conipiracy. Babington in
formed Mary o f the defign laid for a foreign inva- 
fibn, the plan o f an infurredtion at home, the fcheme 
for her deliverance, and the confpiracy for airairmat
ing the ufurper, by fix noble gentlemen as he termed, 
them, all o f them his private friends ; who, from 
'the zeal which they bore to the catholic caufe, and; 
her majefty’s fervice, would undertake the tragical 
execution* Mary replied, .that ihe approved highly 
o f the defign; that the gentlemen might expert all 
the rewards which it ihould ever be in her power 
to confer; and that the death o f Elizabeth was a 
necefiary circumftance, before any attempts were 
made, either for her own deliverance or an infor- 
redtion1. Thefe letters, with others to Mendoza, 
Charles Paget, the archbifhop o f Glafgow, and fir 
Francis Inglefield, were carried by Gifford to fecre- 
tary W alfingham; were decyphered by the art of 
-Philips, his clerk, and copies taken of them. W al- 
fingham employed another artifice in order to obtain 
full infight into the plot: H e fubjoined to a letter 
o f  M ary’s a poftfcript in the fame cypher; in which, 
he made her defire Babington to inform her of the 
names o f the confpirators. T he indifcretion o f Ba
bington furniihed Walfingham with ftill another 
means of detection as well as o f defence. That 
gentleman had caufed a pidlure to be drawn, where 
he himfelf was reprefented {landing amidft the fix 
afiaflins; and a motto was fubjoined, exprefling that, 
their common perils were the band o f their confe
deracy. A  copy o f this pidlure was brought to 
Elizabeth, that ihe might know the afiaflins and 
guard herfelf againft their approach to her perfpn.

M e a n w h i l e , Babington, anxious* to enfore and 
haften die foreign fuccours, refolved to  diipatch 
Ballard into F rance; and he procured for h im , under

* State Trials; vol. i. p, ,jj. Camden; p. j t j .
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a feigned name, a licence to travel* In order to C H AP* 
remove from himièlf all fufpicion, he applied to , XLIf'^ 
Walfingham, pretended great zeal for the queen*s lsg$fc 
fervice, offered to go abroad, and profefïëd his in
tentions o f employing the confidence which he had 
gained among the catholics, to the detection and 
difappointment o f their confpiracies. Walfingham 
commended his loyal purpofes ; and promifing his 
own eounfel and afijftance in the execution of them, 
itill fed him with hopes, and maintained a dole 
corrd’pondence with him. A  warrant, meanwhile, 
was iffued for feizing Ballard; and this incident, 
joined to the confcioufnefs of guilt, begat in all the 
confpirators the utmoft anxiety and concern. Some 
advifed that they ihould immediately make their 
efcape : Others propofed that Savage and Charnoc 
ihould without delay execute their purpofe again ft 
Elizabeth; and Babington, in profecution of this 
fcheme, furniihed Savage with money, that he 
might buy good clothes, and thereby have more 
eafy accefs to the queen's perfon. N ext day they 
began to apprehend that they had taken the alarm 
too haftily ; and Babington, having renewed his 
correfpondence with Walfingham, was perfuadedby 
that fubtle minifter, that the feizure of Ballard had 
proceeded entirely from the ufual diligence of in
formers in the detection of popifh and feminnry 
priefts. H e even confented to take lodgings fecretly 
in Walfingham’s houfe, that they might have more 
frequent conferences together, before his intended 
departure for France : But obferving that he was 
watched and guarded, he made his efcape, and gave the 
alarm to the other conipirators. They all rook to 
flight, covered themfelves with feveral difguifes, and 
lay concealed in woods or bai^vlbuc were foon dif- 
covered, and thrown into prifon. (In their examina- T!ie con
tions they contradicted each other/and the leaders 
were obliged to make a full confcifion of the truth. exécutai.

V ol. V . U  Fourteen
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‘c h a  P. Fourteen were condemned and executed: O f  whom 
uX-,-I‘, f feyen acknowledged the crime on their trial; the reft 

TsseT-̂ were convicted by evidence.
September. T h e  lefler ¿phfpii'ators being difpatched, meafures

were taken for the trial and conviiHon o f the queen 
o f Scots, on wliofe account and with whofe concur
rence thefe attempts had been made again ft the life 
o f  the -queen, and the tranquillity of the kingdom* 
Some of Elizabeth's counfellors were ayerfe to this 
procedure; and thought, that the clofe conf nement 
of a woman who was become very fickly, and who 
would probably put a fpeedy period to their anxiety 

' by her natural death, might give fufhclent fecuricy 
to the government, without attempting a meafure 
o f which there fcarcely remains any example in hif- 
tory. Leicefter advifed that Mary fhould be fecretly 
difpatched by poifon, and he fent'a divine to con
vince Wallin eh am of the lawfulnefs of that action : 
But Walfingham declared his abhorrence of i t ; and 
fall infilled,. in conjundtion with the majority o f the 
counfellors, for the open trial o f the queen o f Scots, 
T he fituation-;of England, .and o f  the Engliih mi- 
nifters, had, indeed, been hitherto not a little dan
gerous* N o fucceffor o f the- crown was declared $ 
but the heir o f blood, to whom the people in 
general were likely to adhere, was, by education, 
an enemy to the national religion; was, from mul
tiplied provocations, an enemy to the miniiters and 
principal nobility ; and their perfonal fafecy, as-well 
as the fafety of ,the public, Teemed to depend alone 
on the queen's life, who was. now fomewhat advanced 
in years* N o wonder, therefore, that Elizabeth's 
counfellors, knowing themieives to be ib obnoxious 
to the queen of Scots, endeavoured to puih every 
meafure to extremities againft her \ and were even 
more anxious than the queen herfelfj to prevent her 
from ever mounting the throne o f England. ■ b
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T h o u g h  all England was acquainted with the de- C B  A P .
O  i  '¿ V T  T T

teiiaon of Babingtoffs conipiracy,every avenue to , ‘ 
the queen of Scots had been fo ftri£Hy guarded, that . 1586. 
Ihe remained in utter ignorance of the matter * and 
it was a great furprife to her, when fir Thomas 
Gorges, by Elizabeth's orders, informed her, that 
all her accomplices were difcovered and arrefted.
H e chofe the time for giving her this intelligence 
when ihe was mounted on horfeback to &q a hunt- 
ing j and fhe was not permitted to return to her 
former place of abode, but was conduced from 
one gentleman’s houfe to another, till ihe was 
lodged in Fotheringay cattle in the county of North
ampton, which it was determined to make the laft 
ttage o f her trial and fufterings. Her two fecre- 
taries, Nau, a Frenchman, and Curie, a Scot, 
were immediately arrefted: A ll her papers were 
feized, and fent up to the council: Above fixty 
different keys to cyphers were difcovered: There 
were alfo found many letters from perfons beyond 
iea, and feveral too from Engliih noblemen, con
taining expreifions of refpeit and attachment. The 
queen took no notice o f this latter difcovery; but the 
perfons themfelves, knowing their correfpondence 
to be detected, thought that they had no other means 
of making atonement for their imprudence, than 
by declaring themfelves thenceforth the molt inve
terate enemies of the queen of Scots'11.

I t  was refolved to try Mary, not by the common Kcfolution 
ftatute o f treafons, but by\the act which had patted to t;y lI« 
the former year, with a view to this very eventj 
and the queen, in terms of that -aft, appointed a 
com million, con fitting of forty noblemen and privy- 
counfellors, and empowered them to- examine and 
pais fentence on Mary, whom fhe denominated the 
late queen of Scots, and heir to James V . of Scot
land. T he commifiioners came 19 Fotheringay
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c h A  P. cattle, and fent to her fir Walter Mildmay, fir Amias 
^ XLl1' j  Paulet, and Edward Barker, who delivered her a 

letter from Elizabeth, informing her o f the commif- 
: lion* and o f the approaching trial. Mary received 

. ; the intelligence without emotion or aftoniihment.
. She faid, however, that it feemed ftrange to her,
. that the queen ihould command her, as a fubjedt,
* to fubmit to a trial and examination before fubjefts: 

That fhe was an abfolute independent princefs, and 
would yield to nothing which might derogate either 
from her royal majefty, from the ftate of fovereigrf 
princes, or from the dignity and rank of her fcn: 
That, however opprefied by misfortunes, ihe "was 
not yet fo much broken in fpirit as her enemies flat
tered themfelves; nor would ihe, on any account, 
be accdfary to her own degradation and diihonour: 
That ihe was ignorant o f the laws and ftatutes of 
England; was utterly deftitute o f counfel; and could 
not conceive who were entitled to be called her peers, 
or could legally fit as judges on her trial: That 
though Ihe had lived in England for many years, 
flie had lived in captivity; and not having received 
the protedlion of the Idws, ihe could not, merely by 
her involuntary refidence in the country, be fuppofed 
to have fubjefted herfelf to their jurifdiftion: That, 
notwithftanding the fuperiority o f her rank, ihe was 
willing to give an account of her conduct before an 
Englifh parliament; but could not view thefe com- 
miilioners in any other light than as men appointed 
to juftify, by fome colour of legal proceeding, her 
condemnation and execution: And that ihe warned 
them to look to their confcience and their charafter, 
in trying an innocent perfon $ and to refledt, that 
thefe tranfadtions would fomewhere be fubjedt to re- 
vifal, and that the theatre of the7 whole world was 
much wider than the kingdom of England.

I n return, the commiffioners lent a new deputa
tion, informing her that her plea, either from her 
royal dignity, or from her imprifonment, could 

11 not
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not be admitted; and that they were empowered to P. 
^proceed to her trial, even though ihe fhould refufe  ̂

to anfwer before them* Burleigh the treafurer, and *586, 
Bromley the chancellor, employed much reafoning ^¡̂ 0c°elJ!s" 
to make her fubmitj but the perfon whofe argu- 
ments had the chief influence was fir Chriftophcr her to rub- 
Hatton, vice-chamberlain. His fpeech was to this 
purpofe: " Y o u  are accufed, madam,” faid he,
“  but not condemned, of having confpired the de- 
“  ftruftion of our lady and queen anointed. You 
“  fay you are a queen: But in iuch a crime as this,
“  and fuch a fituation as yours, the royal dignity it- 
“  felf, neither by the civil or canon law, nor by 
“  the law o f nature or of nations, is exempt from 
“  judgment. I f  you be innocent, you wrong your 
“  reputation in avoiding a trial, W e have been 
tf prefent at your protections of innocence: But 
“  queen Elizabeth thinks otherwife j and is heartily 
“  forry for the appearances which lie againft you.

T o  examine, therefore, your caufe, ihe has ap~
“  pointed commiffioners; honourable perfons, pru- 
if dent and upright men, who are ready to hear you 
“  with equity, and even with favour, and will re- 
“  joice if you can clear yourfelf of the imputations 
“  which have been thrown upon you. Believe me,
“  madam, the queen herfdf will rejoice, who af- 
“  firmed to me at my departure, that nothing 
tc which, ever befel her had given her fo much un- 
“  eafinefs, as that you ihould be fufpeftedof acon- 
“  currence in thefe criminal enterprifes. Laying 
“  afide, therefore, the fruitlefs claim o f privilege 
“  from your royal dignity, which can now avail you 
“  nothing, truft to the better defence of your in- 
“  nocence, make it appear in open trial, and leave 
“  not upon your memory that ftaln of infamy 
tf which mull attend your obftinate filence on this 
“  occafionV5

n Camden» p . 523*
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c  H AP; B y  this artful fpeech Mary was pcrfuaded feoan- 
J XL11* , fwer before the court ; and thereby gave an appear- 

1586'. ance o f  legal procedure to the trial, and prevented 
thofe difficulties which the cornmiiTioners muft have 
fallen into; had ihe perfevered in maintaining fo 
fpecious a plea as that of her fovereign and independ
ent charaiter. H er conduit in this particular; muft 
be regarded as the more imprudent; beeaufe for
merly, when Elizabeth’s commiffioners pretended 
not to exercife any jurifdiftion over her, and only 
entered into her caufe by her own con fen t and ap
probation, ihe declined jollifying herfelf, when her 
honour, which ought to have been dearer to her 
than life, feemed abfolutely to require it,

The trial, O n jier firft appearance before the commiffioners,
Mary, either fenfible o f her imprudence, or ftill un
willing to degrade herfelf by fubmining to a trial, 
renewed her proteftation againft the authority of her 
judges: The chancellor anfwered her by pleading 
the fupreme authority of the Englifh laws over every' 
one who refided in England: And the commiffioners 
accommodated matters, by ordering both her pro
teftation and his anfwer to be recorded.

T he lawyers o f the crown then opened the charge 
againft the queen o f Scots. T hey proved, by in
tercepted letters, that ihe had allowed cardinal Allen 
and others to treat her as queen of England ; and 
that ihe had kept a correfpondence with lord Paget 
and Charles Paget, in view of engaging the Spaniards 
to invade the kingdom. Mary feemed not anxious 
to clear herfelf from either o f thefe imputations. She 
only laid, that ihe could not hinder others from uiing 
what ftyle they pleafed in writing to her; and that 
ihe might lawfully try every expedient for the reco
very of her liberty.

A n intercepted letter o f her’s to Mendoza was 
next produced; in which ihe promifed to transfer 
to Philip her right to the kingdom of England, if 

i j  her
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É L I Z A B E T H -
Iier fon fliouid re fu fe to be converted to the catholic 
faith, an event, fhe there faid, o f which there was 
no expe&ation while he remained in the hands of his 
Scottifh fubjeils , Even this part of the charge fhe 
took ho pains to deny, or rather fhe itemed to ac- 
knowledge it. She faid, that fhe had no kingdoms 
to difpofe of; yet was it lawful for her to give at 
her pleafure what was her own, arid fhe was not ac
countable to any for her actions. She added, that 
flie had formerly rejected that propofal from Spain $ 
but now, fince all her hopes in England were gone, 
fhe was fully determined not to refufe foreign affift- 
ance. There was alfo produced evidence to prove, 
that Allen and Parfons wvere at that very rime ne
gotiating by her orders at Rome the conditions of 
transferring her.Englifh crovm to the king of Spain, 
and of difmheriting her heretical fon1’.

I t  is remarkable, that Mary's prejudices againíl 
her Ton were at this time carried fo far, that fhe had 
even entered into a confpiracy againfl: him, had ap
pointed lord Claud Hamilton regent of Scotland, 
and had inftigated her adherents to feizc James's 
perfon, and deliver him into die hands of the pope, 
or the king of Spain ¿ whence lie was never to 
be delivered, , but on condition of his becoming 
catholic

T he orjly part o f the charge which Mary pofi- 
tively denied, washer concurrence in the defign of 
afTaffinating Elizabeth. This article, indeed, was’ 
the moil heavy, and the only one that could fully, 
juliify the queen in proceeding to extremities again ft 
her. In order to prove the accufation, there were 
produced the following evidence: Copies taken in 
fecretary Waifingham’s office of the intercepted let
ters between her arid Babington, in which her appro-

c
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C H A P ,  bation of the murder was clearly expreffed; the 
evidence of her two fecretaries, Nau and Curie, who 

, 5g$. had confeffed, without being put to any torture,
both that fhe received thefe letters from Rabington, 
and that they had written the anfwers by her order; 
the confeffion of Babington, that he had written the 
letters and received the anfwersq, and the confeffion 
o f Ballard and Savage, that Babington had ihowed 
them thefe letters o f  Mary written in the cypher, 
which had been fettled between them.

I t  is evident, that this complication o f evidence, 
though every circumftance corroborates the general 
conclufion, refolves irfelf finally into the teftimony 
o f the two fecretaries, who alone were certainly ac- , 
quainted with their miftrefs’s concurrence in Babing- 
ton's confpiracy, but who knew themfelves expofed 
to all the rigours o f imprifonment, torture, and 
death, if  they refufed to give any evidence which 
might be required o f them. In the caie of an ordi
nary criminal, this proof, with all its difadvantages, 
would be efteemed legal, and even fatisfa&ory, if 
not oppofed by fome other circumftances which 
fhake the credit of the witnefles: But on the pre- 
fent trial, where the abfolute power of the profecutor 
concurred with fuch important interefts, and fuch a 
violent inclination to have the princefs condemned; 
the teftimony o f two witneifes, even though men 
o f charafter, ought to be fupported by ftrong pro  ̂
babilities, in order to remove all fufpidon o f tyranny 
and injuftice. The proof againft Mary, it muit be 
con felled, is not deftitute o f this advantage; and it 
is difficult, if  not impoffibie, to account for Babing- 
ton’s receiving an anfwer, written in her name, and. 
in the cypher concerted between them, without al
lowing that the matter had been communicated to 
that princefs. Such is the light in which this matter 
appears, even after time has difeovered every thing
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which could guide our judgment with regard to i t : 
No wonder, therefore, that the queen of Scots, un- 
ailifted by counfel, and confounded by fo extraordi
nary a trial, found herfelf incapable of making a fa- 
tisfaftory defence before the commiifioners. Her 
reply confifted chiefly in her own denial: Whatever 
force may be in that denial was much weakened, by 
her pofitively affirming, that ihe never had had any 
correfpondence of any kind with Babington j a faft, 
however, of which there remains not the leaft 
queftionr. She aflerted, that as Nau and Curie 
had taken an oath o f fecrecy and fidelity to her, their 
evidence againfl her ought not to be credited. She 
confefied, however, that Nau had been in the fer- 
vice of her uncle, the cardinal o f Lorraine, and had 
been recommended to her by the king o f France, as 
a man in whom ihe might iafely confide. She alfo 
acknowledged Curie to be a very honeft man, but 
Ample, and eafily impofed on by Nau. I f  thefe 
two men had received any letters, or had written 
any anfwers, without her knowledge, the imputa
tion, Ihe faid, could never lie on her. And ihe 
was the more inclined, ihe added, to entertain this 
fufpicioii againfl: them, becaufe Nau had, in other 
inftances, been guilty of a like temerity, and had 
ventured to tranfaft bufinefs in her name, without 
communicating the matter to her3.

T h e  foie circumftance of her defence, which to 
v js may appear to have feme force, was her re
quiring that Nau and Curie fliould be confronted 
with her, and her affirming, that they never would 
to her face perfift in their evidence. But that de
mand, however equitable, was not then iupported* 
by law in trials o f high creafbn, and was often re- 
fufed, even in other trials where the crown was pro- 
fecutor. The claufe, contained in an aft of the 13th 
of the queen, was a novelty; that the ipecies of

t Sec note [Y ]  at the end o f the volume,
* See note [ Z ]  at the end gf the volume.
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c h a p . treaf&n there enumerated • mu ft bef* proved' by two: 
c XLII<_) witheiies, confronted with the criminal. But Mary 
' 3526* was not tried upon that ad j and the minifters andf: 

crown lawyers of this reign yvvere always fare to re- 
- fufe every indulgence beyond vdlat the' ft rid letter of 

the law, and the fettled pradice of the .courts ofjuf. 
tice, required of them. Not to nidation, that thefe 
fecretaries were not probably at Sotheringay caftle' 
during the time of the trial, and could riot, upon 
Mary’s demand, B e produced before* the com- 
mi ITi oners h

T h h k e  palled two incidents iri this'trial which 
may he worth obferving. A letter between Mary 
arid Babington was read, iri which mention was made 
of the earl of Arundel and his brothers : On hearing 
their names, ihe broke into a figh, “  Alas,’’ faid 
ihe, Cf what has the noble houfe of the Howards 
<£ buffered for my fake She affirmed, with regard 
to the fame letter, that it was eafy to forge the hand
writing and cypher of another; ihe was afraid that 
this was too familiar a pradice with Walfingham,

- who, ihe alfo heard, had frequently' pradifed both; 
againft her life arid her fan’s. Walfingliarn, who. 
was one of the commiflioners, rofe up. He pro- 
tefted, that in his private capacity he had never' 
aded any thing againih the queen of Scots;' In his 
public capacity, he owned, that his'concern for his' 
lovereign’s fafety had made hirn’ very diligent in 
fearching out, by every expedient, all defigns againff 
her* iacred perfon or her authority. For attaining that 
end, he would not only make ufe of the afiiftance of 

■ Ballard or any other confpirator; he would alfo' 
reward them for betraying their companions. But
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i f  he had tampered in any manner unbefitting his 
character and office, why did none of tile late crirni- 
nals, either at their trial or execution, accufe him o f i5s'6. ' 
Juch pra<5tices ? Mary endeavoured to pacify him> 
by faying that ihe fpoke from information; and ihe 
begged him to give thenceforth no more credit to 
fuch as flandered her, than ihe ihould to fuch as 
accufed him. The great character, indeed, which- 
fir Francis Walfmgham bears for probity and honour, 
ihould remove from him all fufpicion of fuch bafe 
arts as forgery and hibernation; arts which even the 
moil corrupt miniiters, in the moil corrupt-times, 
would fcruple to employ.

H a v i n g  finiffied'the trial, the commiffioners ad- 25th 
journed from Fotheringay caftle, and met in the 
Star. Chamber at London; where, after taking the 
oaths of Mary's two fecretaries, who voluntarily,
Without hope or reward, vouched the authenticity o f ■
.thofe letters before produced, they pronounced fen- 
ten ce of death upon the queen of Scots, and con
firmed it by their feals and fubferiptions. The fame Sentence 
day, a declaration was publiihed by the commif- 
iioners and the judges, “  that the fentence did no- 
“  wife derogate from the title and honour of James 
“  king of Scotland; but that he was in the fame 
“  place, degree, and right, as if the fentence had 
“  never been pronounced V

T  he  queen had now brought affairs with Mary to 
that fituation which ihe had long ardently defired; 
and had found a plaufible reafon for executing ven- j 
geance on a competitor, whom from the beginning 
of her reign ihe had ever equally dreaded and hated.
But ihe was refirained from inftantly gratifying her 
refentment, by feveral important confiderations.
She forefaw the invidious colours, in which this ex
ample of uncommon jurifdidUon would be repre-
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1586*

fented by the numerous partifans o f Mary, and the 
reproach to which ihe herfelf might be expofed with 
all foreign princes, perhaps with all pofterity. The 
rights o f hofpitality, o f kindred, and o f  royal ma- 
jefty, feemed, in one Angle inftance, to be all vio
lated * and this facrifice o f generofity to intereft, of 
clemency to revenge, might appear equally unbe
coming a fovereign and a woman. Elizabeth, 
therefore, who was an excellent hypocrite, pre
tended the utmoft-reluctance to proceed to the exe
cution of the fentence; affefted the moft tender 
fympathy with her prifoner; difplayed all her fcruples 
and difficulties; rejeded the folicitation of her cour
tiers and minifters; and affirmed, that were flie not 
moved by the deepeft concern for her people's fafety, 
ihe would not hefitate a moment in pardoning all the 
injuries which ihe herfelf had received from the queen 
o f Scots.

agthoa. T h a t  the voice o f her people might be more 
audibly heard in the demand of juftice upon Mary, 
ihe fummoned a new parliament; and ihe knew, 
both from the ufual difpofitions o f that affembly, 
and from the influence of her minifters over them, 
that fhe ihould not want the moft earneft folicitation 
to confent to that meafure, which was fo agreeable 
to her lecret inclinations. She did not open this 
affembly in perlbri, but appointed for that purpofe 
three commiffioners, Bromley the chancellor, Bur
leigh the treafurer, and the earl o f Derby. The 
reafon affigned for this meafure was, that the queen, 
forefeeing that the affair of the queen of Scots would 
be canvaffed in parliament, found her tendernefs and 
delicacy fo much hurt by that melancholy incident, 
that ihe had not the courage to be prefent while it 
was under deliberation, but withdrew her eyes from 
what flie could not behold without the utmoft re- 
luftance and uneafinefs. She was alfo willing, that 
by this unuiual precaution the people ihould fee

the
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the danger tó which her perfon was hourly expofed; c h a p , 
and Ihould thence be more ftrongly incited to take 
vengeance on the criminal, whofe reftlefs intrigues 
and bloody confpiracies had fo long expofed her to 
the moft imminent perils *.

T he parliament anfwered the queen’s expe&a- 
tions: The fentence againft Mary was unanimoufly 
ratified by both houfes; and an application was voted 
to obtain Elizabeth’s confent to its publication and 
executiony. She gave an anfwer ambiguous, etn- 
barraffed; full of real artifice, and feeming irrefolu- 
tion. She mentioned the extreme danger to which 
her life was continually expofed; ih e ‘declared her 
willingnefs to die, did flic not forefee the great ca
lamities which would thence fall upon the nation; 
fhe made profeffions of the greateft tendernefs to her 
people; ihe difplayed the clemency o f her temper, 
and expreífed her violent reluflance to execute the 
fentence againil her unhappy kinfwoman; fne 
affirmed, that the late law, by which that prin- 
cefs was tried, fo far from being made to en- 
fnare her, was only intended to give her warning 
beforehand, not to engage in fuch attempts as 
might expofe her to the penalties with which fhe was 
thus openly menaced ; and fhe begged them to think 
once again, whether it were poffible to find any ex
pedient, befides the death of the queen of Scott, for 
fecuring the public tranquillity *. The parliament, 
in obedience to her commands, took the affair again 
under confideration; but could find ho other pof- 
fible expedient. They reiterated their felicitations, 
and intreaties, and arguments: They even remon- 
ftrated, that mercy to the queen of Scots was cruelty' 
to them, her fubjefts and children: And they 
affirmed, that it were injuftice to deny execution of 
the law to any individual; much more to the whole 
body of the people, now unanimoufly and earneftly

* P ’Ewes, p. 375, 7 Ibid, p- 379. * Ibid, p* 4°-**°)*
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C H A P ,  fifing for this pledge o f her parental care and ten- 
Xhlh  dernefs. This fecond addrefs fee the pretendedi 

doubts aiid fcruples o f Elizabeth anew in agitation: 
She complained of her own unfortunate fituation- 
exprefled her uneafmefs from their importunity; 
renewed the profeflions of affeftion to her ;people; 
and difmiffed the committee of parliament in an un
certainty, what, after all this deliberation, might be 
her final refolution V

B u t  though the queen affected reluftance to exe
cute the fentence againft Mary, ihe complied with 
the requeft.of parliament in publiftiing it by procla
mation i and this aft feemed to be attended with the 
unanimous and hearty rejoicings of the people. 
Lord Buckhurft, and Beale clerk of the council, 
were fent to the queen of Scots, and notified to her 
the fentence pronounced againft her, its ratification 
by parliament, and the earneft applications made for 
its execution by that aifembly, who thought that 
their religion could never, while fhe was alive, at
tain a full fettlement and fecurity. Mary was no
wife difmayed at this intelligence: On tbecontrary* 
ihe joyfully laid hold o f the laft circumftance men
tioned to her; and infifted, that fince her death was 
demanded by the proteftants for the eftablifhment o f 
their faith, Ihe was really a martyr to her religion* 
and was entitled to all the merits attending that glo
rious character. She added, that the Engliih had 
often embrued their hands in the blood o f their fo- 
vereigns; N o wonder they exercifed cruelty againft 
her, who derived her defeent from diefe monarchs bi 
Paulet her keeper received orders to take down her 
canopy, and to ferve her no longer with the refpeft 
due to fovereign princes* H e told her that ihe was 
now to be confidered as a dead perfbn; and incapable 
o f any dignityc. This harfh treatment produced

a See note [A  A ]  at the end of the volume.
Camden, p. 52S, 

c Jebb, vol, ii. p. 293.
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not in .her any Teeming emotion. She' only replied, 
that fhe received her royal char after from the, hands 
of the Almighty, and no earthly power was ever able 
to bereave her o f it.

T he  queen of Scots wrote her laft letter to E liza
beth; full o f dignity, without-departing from that 
fpirit of meeknefs and of charity which appeared 
fuitable to this concluding fcene of her unfortunate 
life. She preferred no petition for averting; the fatal 
fentence : On the contrary, fhe expreffed her grati
tude to Heaven for thus bringing to a fpeedy period 
her fad and lamentable pilgrimage. She requeued 
fome favours o f Elizabeth, and entreated her that 
fhe might be beholden for them to her own.good- 
nefs alone, without making applications to thofe 
minifters who had difeovered iuch an extreme ma
lignity againft her perfon and her religion. She 
defired, that after her enemies fnould be iatiated 
with her innocent blood, her body, which it was de
termined fliouid never enjoy reft while her foul was 
united to it, might be coniigned to her fervants, and 
be conveyed by them into France, there to repofe in 
a .catholic land, with the facred reliques of her mo
ther. In Scotland, fhe laid, the fepulchres of her 
anceftors were violated, and the churches either de- 
molifhed or profaned; and in England, where fhe 
might be interred among the ancient kings, her 
pwn and Elizabeth’s progenitors, fne could enter
tain no hopes o f being accompanied to the grave 
with thofe rites and ceremonies which, her religion 
required. She requefted that no one might have 
the power of inflicting a private death upon her, 
without Elizabeth’s knowledge; but that her excr 
cution ihould be public, and attended by her ancient 
fervants, who might bear teftimony o f -her petfe- 
verance in die faith, and o f her fubmiflion to the 
will of Heavem She begged that thefe fervants 
might afterwards be allowed to depart whitherfoever 
they-pleafed, and might enjoy thofe legacies which

fhe
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c  HA? .  Ihe ihould bequeath them. And Ihe conjured her 

t0 g r^nt thefe favours, by their near kindred; by 
the foul and memory of Henry V II. the common 
anceftor of both ; and by the royal dignity, o f  which 
they equally participatedd. Elizabeth made no an- 
fwer to this letter ; being unwilling to give Mary a 
refufal in her prefent fituation, and forefeeingincon- 
veniencies from granting fome o f her requefts.

W h i l e  the queen of Scots thus prepared herfelf 
to meet her fate, great efforts were made by foreign 
powers with Elizabeth, to prevent the execution of 
the fen ten ce pronounced again ft her. Befides em
ploying L ’Aubefpine, the French refident at Lon
don, a creature of the houfe of Guife, Henry fent 
over Bellievre, with a profeffed intention o f inter
ceding for the life o f Mary, The duke o f Guile 
and the league at that time threatened very nearly 
the king's authority; and Elizabeth knew, that 
though that monarch might, from decency and po
licy, think himfelf obliged to interpole publicly in 
behalf o f the queen of Scots, he could not ifecretly 
be much difpleafed with the death o f a princefs, 
on whofe fortune and elevation his mortal enemies 
had always founded fo many daring and ambitious 
projectsc* It is even pretended, that Bellievre had 
orders, after making public and vehement remon- 
ftrances agatnft the execution o f M ary, to exhort 
privately the queen, in his matter's name, not to 
defer an a£t o f juftice, fo neceffary. for their com
mon fafetyf. But whether the French ; king’s 
interceftion were fincere or not, it had no weight 
with the queen; and Ihe ftill perfifted in her former 
refolution.

i«terpofi- T h e  interpolation o f  the young king o f Scots, 
tmn of though not able to change Elizabeth’s determination, 
jlmes. feemed, on every account, to merit more regard., A s

Camden, p, 5-g. Jcbb, voJ. ii. p, »9J.'
* Camden, p.494,
* Du Maudcr.
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as foon as James heard,of the trial and condemna
tion o f his mother, he lent fir William Keith, a 
gentleman of his bed-chamber, to London; and 
wrote a letter to the queen, in Which he remon- 
ftrated in very fevere terms againft the indignity 
of the procedure. H e faid, that he was aftonifoed’ 
to hear o f the prefumption o f Engliih noblemen 
and counfellors, who had dared to fit in judgm ent 
and pafs fentence upon a queen o f Scotland, de
fended from the blood-royal o f England; but he 
was (till more aftoniihed to hear, that thoughts were* 
ferioufly entertained o f putting that fentence in ex
ecution: That he entreated Elizabeth to refleft on 
die diihonour which the would draw on her name 
by embruing her hands in the blood o f her near 
kinfwoman, a perfon o f the fame royal dignity, and 
of the fame fex with herfelf: That in this unparal
leled attempt ihe offered an affront to all diadems, 
and even to her own, and by reducing fovereigns to 
a level with other men, taught the people to ne~ 
gle& all duty towards thofe whom Providence had 
appointed to rule over them ; That for his part, he 
muft deem the injury and infult fo enormous, as to 
be incapable o f all atonement; nor was it poffiblc 
for him thenceforward to remain in any terms o f 
correfpondence with a perfon who, without any pre
tence o f legal authority, had deliberately inflifted an 
ignominious death upon his parent: And that even 
if the fentiments o f nature and duty did not infpire 
him with this purpofe o f vengeance, his honour re
quired it o f him ; nor could he ever acquit himfeif 
in the eyes o f the world, if  he did not ufe every 
effort and endure every hazard to revenge fo great 
an indignityK.

S o o n  after, James fent the matter ^ f  Gray and 
fir Robert M elvil to enforce the remonftrances o f  
K eith; and to employ with the queen every expe-

E L I Z A B E T H.

% Spotfwood, p, 35*.

Vox.. V . X  client

C H A P .
XI.U.

r 30S



client o f argument and menaces. Elizabeth was at 
firtl offended with the fharpnefs of thefe applica
tions i and ihe replied in a like ftrain to the Scottlh 
ambaffadors. W hen ihe afterwards refledted that 
this earneftnefs was no more than what duty re
quired of James, ihe was pacified; but (till retained 
her refolution o f executing the fentence againft 
M aryh. It is believed, that the matter o f Gray, 
gained by the enemies of that princefs, fecretly gave 
his advice not to fpare her, and undertook, in all 
events, to pacify his matter.

T he queen alfo, from many confiderations, was 
induced to pay fmall attention to the applications of 
James, and to difregard all the efforts which he 
could employ in behalf o f his mother. She was 
well acquainted with his charadter and interefts, the 
fadtions which prevailed among his people, and the 
inveterate hatred which the zealous proteftants, par
ticularly the preachers, bore to the queen of Scots. 
The prefent incidents fet thefe difpofitions o f the 
clergy in a full light. James, obferving the fixed 
purpofe of Elizabeth, ordered prayers to be offered 
up for Mary in all the churches; and knowing the 
captious humour o f the ecclefiaftics, he took care 
that the form of the petition fhould be moft cau
tious, as well as humane and charitable: u That it 
** might pleafe God to illuminate Mary with the 
tf light of his truth, and fave her from the appa- 
“  rent danger with which fhe was threatened.” 
But, excepting the king’s own chaplains, and one 
clergyman more* all the preachers refufed to pollute 
their churches by prayers for a papift, and would 
not fb much as prefer a petition for her converfion. 
James, unwilling or unable to punifh this difobedi- 
ence, and defirous of giving the preachers an op
portunity o f amending their fault, appointed a new 
day when prayers fhould be faid for his mother >
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and that he"-might at leaft fecure himfelf from Hay 
infult in his own prefence, he defired the archbiihop ^  ^
of St. Andrew's to officiate before him. In order i$M. 
to difappoirit this purpofe, the clergy inftigated one 
Couper, a young man who had not yet received^ 
holy orders, to take pofleffion o f  the pulpit early in \ 
the morning, and to exclude the prelate. W  hert 1 
the king came to church, and faw the pulpit occu
pied by Couper, he called to him from his feat, and 
told him, that the place was deftined for another; 
yet iince he was there, i f  he would obey the charge 
given, and remember the queen in his prayers, he 
might proceed to divine fervice. T he preacher re
plied, that he would do as the Spirit o f  God ihould 
direct him. This anfwer fufficiently inftrufted 
James in his purpoie; and he commanded him to 
leave the pulpit. A s Couper feemed not difpofed 
to obey, the captain o f the guard went to pull him 
from his place; upon which the young man cried 
aloud, That this day would be a witnefs againft the '■  
king in the great day o f the L ord ; and he de
nounced a woe upon the inhabitants o f Edinburgh 
for permitting him to be treated in that manner k 
The audience at firft appeared defirous to take part 
with him ; but the fermon o f the prelate brought 
them over to a more dutiful and more humane dif- 
pofition.

E lizabeth*, when folicited, either by James or 
by foreign princes, to pardon the queen o f Scots, 
feemed- always determined to execute the fe rite nee 
againft her: But when her minifters urged her to 
interpofe no more delays, her fcruples and her hefi- 
tarion returned; her humanity could not allow her 
to embrace fuch violent and fanguinary mcafures; 
and (he was touched with Companion for* the mif- 
fortunes, and with refpeft for the dignity,, o f the 
unhappy prifoner. T h e courtiers, fenfible that they

* Spotiwood, p, 354..
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could do nothing more acceptable to her, than to 
employ perfuafion on this head, failed not to enforce 
every motive for the punifhment o f Mary, and to 
combat all the objections urged againft this aft o f  
juftice. They faid that the treatment o f that prin- 
cefs in England had been, on her firft reception, fuch 
as found reafbnand policy required; and if  fhe had 
been governed by principles o f equity, ihe would 
not have refufed willingly to acquiefce in it: That 
the obvious inconveniences either o f allowing her to 
retire into France, or o f reftoring her by force to 
her throne, in pppofition to the reformers and the 
Englifh party in Scotland, had obliged the queen 
to detain her in England till time fhould offer fome 
opportunity o f ierving her, without danger to die 
kingdom, or to the proteftant religion: That her 
ufage there bad been fuch as became her rank; her 
own fervanrs in coniiderable numbers had been per
mitted to attend her; exercife had been allowed her 
for health, and all accefs o f company for amufe- 
ment; and thefe ^indulgences would in time have 
been carried farther, if  by her fubfequent oonduft 
fhe had appeared worthy o f them: That after ihe 
had inftigated the rebellion o f  Northumberland, the 
confpiracy o f Norfolk, the bull o f excommunication 
o f pope Pius, an invafion from Flanders; after, 
fhe had feduced the queen’s friends, and incited 
every enemy, foreign and domeftic, againft her; it 
became necefiary to treat her as a moft dangerous 
rival, and to render her confinement more ftrift and 
rigorous: That the queen, noiwithftanding thefe 
repeated provocations, had, in her favour, r.ejefted 
the importunity o f her parliaments, and the advice 
o f her iageft miniftersfc; and was ftill, in hopes o f 
her amendment, determined to delay coming to the 
laft extremities againft her: That Mary, even in 
this forlorn condition, retained fo high and un-

K Diggs* ,  p. 176. Strype, vol. ii, j>, 135, 136. 139..
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conquerable a fpirit, that ihe adted as competitor to 
the crown, and allowed her partifans every where, j
and in their very letters, addrefled to herfelf  ̂ to 158̂ . 
treat her as queen o f England : That ihe had 
carried her animofity io far as to encourage, in re
peated inftances, the atrocious defign o f aflaffinat- 
ing the queen; and this crime was unqueftionably 
proved upon her by her own letters, by the evidence 
o f  her fecretaries, and by the dying confefiion o f her 
accomplices: That fhe was but a titular queen, and 
at prefent pofleffed no where any right o f fove- 
reignty; much Jefs in England, where the moment 
fhe fetfoot in the kingdom, ihe voluntarily became 
fubjedt to the laws, and to Elizabeth, the only true 
Sovereign: That even allowing her to be ftill the 
queen's equal in rank and dignity, felf-defence was 
permitted by a law of nature, which could never be 
abrogated; and every one, ftill more a queen, had 
fufficient jurifdidtion over an enemy, who by open 
violence, and ftill more, who by iecret treachery, 
threatened the utmoft danger againft her life : That 
the general combination of the catholics to extermi
nate the proteftants was no longer a fecret ; and as 
the foie refource o f the latter perfecuted iedt lay in 
Elizabeth, ib the chief hope which the former en
tertained o f  final fuccefs, con fitted in the perfpn arid 
in the tide o f the queen o f Scots : That this very 
circumftance brought matters to extremity between 
thefe princefies; and rendering the life o f one the 
death o f  the other, pointed out to Elizabeth the 
path, which either regard to felf-preiervatioh, or to 
the happiriefs o f her people, fhould diredt her to pur

su e: And that neceifity, more powerful than policy, 
thus demanded o f the queen that refolution which 
equity would authorife, and which duty prefcribed1.

W hen Elizabeth thought, that as many impor
tunities had been ufed, and as much delay interpofed,
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c h a  p , as decency required, fhe at laft determined to carry 
. the fentence into execution: But even in this final 

f5S6f refolution fhe could not proceed without difplaying 
a new fcene of duplicity And artifice* In order to 
alarm the vulgar, rumours were preyioufly difperfed 
that the Spanifh fleet was arrived in Milford H a
ven; that the Scots had made an irruption into 
England; that the duke o f Guife was landed in 
Suflex with a itrong arm y; that the queen of Scots 
yras efcaped from prifon, and had railed an army; 
that the northern counties had begun an infurrec- 

, tion; that there was a new confpiracy on foot to
afiaffinate the queen, and fet the city of London on 
fire ; nay, that the queen was aftuajly afikffinated m. 
An attempt o f this nature was even imputed to 
L ’Aubefpine, the French arnbafiador; and that 
minifter was obliged to leave the kingdom* The 
queen, affe&ing to be in terror and perplexity, was 
pbferved to fit much alone> penfive and filent; and 
fometimes to mutter to herfelf half-fentences, im
porting the difficulty and diftrefs to which fhe was 
reduced11. She at laft called Davifon, a man o f 
parts, but eafy to be impofed on, and who had 
lately for that very reafon been made fecretary, and 
fhe ordered him privately to draw a warrant for the 
execution of the queen o f Scots; which, fhe after
wards fajtj, fhe intended to keep by her, in cafe 
any attempt ffiould be made for the deliverance of 
that princefs. She figned fhe warrant; and then 
commanded Davifon to carry it to the chancellor, 
in order to have the great feal appended to it. Next 
day file fent Kiliigrew to Davifon, enjoining him to 
¡forbear* fpme time, executing her former orders; 
and when Davifon came and told her that the war
rant had already paffed the great feal, fhe Teemed 
to be fomewhat moved, and blamed him for his 
precipitation. Davifon, being in a perplexity, ac-
i

F* Camden, p. 533. * Ibid. p. 534.
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quainted the council with this whole rranfa&ion; 
and they endeavoured to perfuade him to fend off 
Beale with the warrant: I f  the queen lhould be dif- 
pleafed, they pronoifed to juftify his conduit, and to 
take on themfelves the whole blame o f  this mea- 
fure T h e  fecretary, not fufficiently aware o f their 
intention, complied with the advice; and the war
rant was difpatched to the earls o f Shrewfbury and 
Kent, and ibme others, ordering them to fee the 
fentence executed upon the queen o f  Scots.

T he  two earls came to Fotheringay cattle, and 
being introduced to Mary, informed her o f their 
commiflion, and defired her to prepare for death 
next morning at eight o ’clock. She feemed no-wife 
terrified, though fomewhat furprifed, with the intel
ligence, She faid, with a cheerful, and even a 
fmiling countenance, that fhe did not think the 
queen, her fitter, would have confented to her death, 
or have executed the fentence againft a perfon, not 
fubjett to the laws and jurifdi£tion of England. 
Cf But as fuch-is her will,”  faid fhe, c< death, which 

puts an end to all my miferies, ihall be to me 
“  moft welcome; nor can I efteem that foul worthy 
t( the felicities o f heaven, which cannot fupport the 
<c body under the horrors o f the Jaft paffage to thefe 
cf blifsful manfionsV! She then requefted the two 
noblemen, that they would permit fome o f her fej> 
vants, and particularly her confeffor, to attend her: 
But they told her, that compliance with this laft de
mand was contrary to their confcience % and that 
Dr. Fletcher, dean o f Peterborow, a man o f great 
learning, ihould be prefent to inftruft her in the

E L I Z A B E T H ,
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principles of true religion. H er refufal to have any 
conferrence with: this divine inflamed the ze&l o f 
the earl o f Kent ; and he bluntly told her, that her 
death would be the life of their religion ; as, on the 
contrary, her life would have been the death o f it- 
Mention being made of Babington, fhe conftantly 
denied his confpiracy to have been at all known to 
hers and the revenge o f her wrongs fhe refigned 
into the hands of the Almighty.

W h e n  the earls had left-her, ihe ordered flipper 
to be haftened, that fhe might have the more leifure 
after it, to finifli the few affairs which remained to 
her in this world, and to prepare for her paffage tô  
another. It was neceffary for her, ihe faid, to take 
fome iuftenance, left a failure o f her bodily ftrengthc 
fhould deprefs her fpirits on the morrow, and left her. 
behaviour fhould thereby betray a weaknefs unworthy 
o f herfelfr. She iupped fparingly, as her manner ufu- 
ally was; and her wonted cheerfulnefs did not even 
defert her on this occafion. She comforted her fer- 
vants under the affliction which overwhelmed them> 
and which was too violent for them to conceal it- ’ 
from her. Turning to B.urgoin, her phyfician, fhe 
afked him, Whether he did not remark the great 
and invincible force o f truth ? “  They pretend,”  faid 
ihe, <c that I muff die becaufe I conipired againft 
“  their queen’s life: But the earl o f Kent avowed, 
-c that there was no other caufe o f my death, than 
tc the apprehenffons, which, if  I fhould live, they 
tc entertain for their religion. M y conftancy in the • 
■c faith is my real crim e: T he reft is only a colour, 
<f invented by interefted and defigning men.”  T o 
wards the end of fupper, ihe called in all her forvants, 
and drank to them : They pledged her, in order, 
on their knees j and craved her pardon for any paii . 
neglect o f their duty: She deigned, in return, to 
aik dreir pardon for her offences towards them y and

* Jebb, vol. ii. p. 4S9,
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a plentiful effufion o f tears attended this laft folemh Ç.
farewfel, and exchange o f mutual forgivenefss • >■

M a r y ’ s  care o f  her fervants was the foie remain-;" i 5t 
ing affair which employed her concern. She perufed' 
her Will, in which fhe had provided for them by l e - ? 
gacies: Sheordered the inventory o f her goods, 
clothes, and jewels to be brought her ; and fhe wrote 
down the names o f thofe to whom fhe bequeathed 
each particular : T o  fome fhe diftributed money 
with her own hands; and fhe adapted the recom- 
pence to their different degrees o f rank and mèrit.- 
She wrote alfo letters o f  recommendation for her 
fervants to the French king, and to her coufin the 
duke of Guife, whom fhe made the chief executor 
o f her teftament. A t  her wonted time fhe went to 
bed; flept fome hours ; and then riling, fpent the reft 
o f the night in prayer* H aving forefeen the difficulty 
o f exercifing the rites o f her religion, fhe had had 
the precaution to obtain a confecrated hofle from the; 
hands o f pope Pius; and fhe had refer ved the ufe 
o f  it for this laft period o f her life* By this expe
dient fhe fupplied, as much as fhe could, the want: 
o f  a prieft and confefior, who was refufed h e r : 

T owards the morning fhe drefïëd herfelf in a 
rich habit of filk and velvet, the pnly one which fhe 
had referved to herfeifi She told her maids, that1 
fhe would willingly have left them this drefs radier 
than t{ie plain garb which fhe wore the day before ; 
but it was neceffary for her to appear at the enfuing 
folemnity in a decent habit.

T h o m a s  Andrews, fheriff o f the county, entered 
the room, and informed her that the hour was come, 
and that he muft attend her to the place o f execu
tion. She replied, That fhe was ready; and bid
ding adieu to her fervants, Jhe leaned on two o f fir

* Jc k b , v ° 1* *<• p« 3 0 1 , 6 x 6 . C a m d e n , p . 5 3 4 .
* Jebb, vol. ii. p. 48^,

a

E L I Z A B E T H. ; m

Amias



P. Am ias Paulet’s guards, becaufe o f  an infirmity in 
her lim bs; and fhe followed the iheriff with a ferene 
and compofed countenance. In paifing through a 
hall adjoining to her chamber, fhe was met by the 
earls o f Shrewfbury and Kent, fir Amias Paulet, fir 
Drue Drury, and many other gentlemen o f diftinc- 
tion. Here fhe alfo found fir Andrew M elvil, her 
fteward, who flung himfelf on his knees before her$ 
and wringing his hands, cried aloud, “  A h, Ma- 
“  d am ! unhappy m e ! what man was ever before 
“  the meflenger o f fuch heavy tidings as I muft 
“  carry, when I fhall return to my native country, 
“  and fhall report that I faw my gracious queen 
“  and miftrefs beheaded in England ?” H is tears 
prevented farther fpeech; and Mary too felt her- 
felf moved more from fympathy than affliction. 
“  Ceafe, my good fervant,”  faid fhe, “ ceafe to la- 
“  ment; Thou haft caufe rather to rejoice than to 
“  mourn; For now fhalt thou fee the troubles o f 
“  Mary Stuart receive their long-expe£ted period 
“  and completion. Know/1 continued fhe, “  good 
“  fervant, that all the world at beft is vanity, and, 
“  fubjedt ftill to more forrow than a whole ocean of 
“  tears is able to bewail. But I pray thee carry this 
“  meffage from me, that I die a true woman to my 
“  religion, and unalterable in my affections to Scot- 
“  land and to France. Heaven forgive them that 
“  have long defired my end, and have thirfted for 
€t my blood as the hart panteth after the water 
“ .brooks/* “ O God,”  added fhe, “  thou that 
“  art the Author of truth, and truth itfel£ thou 
“  knoweft the inmoft recefles o f my heart: Thou 
“  knoweft that I was ever defirous to preferve an 
“  entire union between Scotland and England, and 
^ to obviate the fource o f all thefe fatal difcords. 
tc But recommend me, Melvil, to my fon, and tell 
fc him, that notwithftanding all my diftrefles, I 
“  have done nothing prejudicial to the ftate and

kingdom
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tt kingdom o f Scotland/' After thefe words, re- 
dining herfelf, with weeping eyes, and face be- 
dewed with tears, ihe kiffed him; cc And fc,”  faid *587- 
fte , « good Melvil, farewel: Once again, farewel, 
it good M elvil; and grant the affiftance o f thy 
*< prayers to thy queen and m iftrefsV’

She next turned to the noblemen who, attended 
her, and made a petition in behalf of her fervants, 
that they might be well treated, be allowed to enjoy 
the prefents which ihe had made them, and be Tent 
fafely into their own country. Having received a 
favourable anfwer, ihe preferred another rcqueft, that 
they might be permitted to attend her at her death:
In order, faid ihe, that their eyes may behold, and 
their hearts bear witnefs, how patiently their queen 
and tniftrefs can fubmit to her execution, and how 
conftantly ihe perfeveres in her attachment to her 
religion. The earl o f Kent oppoied this defire, and 
told her, that they would be apt by their ipeeches 
and cries to difturb both herfelf and the fpe&ators:
H e was alfo apprehenfive left they ihould praitife 
fome fuperftition not meet for him to fuffer; fuch 
as dipping their handkerchiefs in her blood: For 
that was the inftance which he made ufe of. cc M y 
& lord," faid the queen o f Scots, tc I will give 
« my word (although it be but dead) that they ihall 
«  not incur any blame in any o f the aftions which 
« you have named. But alas! poor fouls! it would 
“  be a great confolation to them to bid their mif- 
“  trefs farewel. And I hope,”  added ihe, « that 
« your miftrefs being a maiden queen, would 
u  vouchfafe in regard o f womanhood, that I ihould 
** have fome o f my own people about me at my 
“  death. I know that her majefty hath nor given 
« you any fuch ftrift command, but that you might 
<e grant me a requeft o f far greater Courtefy, even 
u  though I were a woman o f inferior rank to that

1 MS. p. Jebb, vol. ¡1. p. 63*, Strype, 70I, iii/ p. 3S4..

if which

E L I Z A B E T H .  3*5



G H A  ^ which I .bear.” . Finding that the earl o f Kent 
perfifted ftill in his refufal, her mind, which had for-* 

15S7. tified itfelf againft the terrors of death, was affeCted 
by this indignity, for which ihe was not prepared. 
<c I am coufin to your queen,”  cried ihe, fi and 
u defcended from the blood-royal o f Henry V II.

- £c and a married queen o f France, and an anointed 
queen o f Scotland.” The cornmiffioners, per

ceiving how invidious their obftinacy would appear, 
conferred a little together, and agreed that ihe 
might carry a few o f her fervants along with her* 
She made choice of four men and two on aid-fervants 
for that purpofe.

S he then paiTed into another hall, where was 
ereCted. the fcafifold, covered with black; and ihe 
jaw with an undifmayed countenance, the execu
tioners, and all the preparations o f death. „ The 
rogm was crowded with fp etta to rsan d  no.one was 
foHfteeled againft all fentiments o f humanity, as not 
to be moved when he reflected on her royal dignity, 
confidered the furpriiing train o f her misfortunes, 
beheld her mild but. inflexible conftancy, recalled 
her aAiiable accomplifhments, or fur'veyed.her beau
ties, which, though faded by years, and yet more 
by her afflictions, ftill difeovered therhfelves in this 
fatal moment. Here the warrant for her execution 
wasiead to her; and during this ceremony ihe was 
filent, but ihewed in her behaviour an indifference 
and unconcern, as if  the bufinds had no-wife rê  
garded her. Before the executioners performed 
their office, the dean of Peterborow ftepped forth; 
and though the queen frequently told him; that he 
needed not concern himielf about her,, that ihe was 
fettled:;.in th e . ancient catholic and Roman religion, 
and that ihe meant to, lay down her life in defence o f 
that faith; he ftill thought it his duty to perfift in 
his leClures and exhortations, and to endeavour her 
converfion. T he terms which he employed were, 
under colour o f  pious tnftruCtions,. cruel infblts on

her

3i6 H I S T O R Y  OF E N G L A N D .



her unfortunate iituation; and befides their own ab- 
furdity, may be regarded as the moft mortifying in
dignities to which fhe had ever yet been expofed. 
H e told her that the queen o f England had on this 
occafion fhewn a tender care o f h er; and notwith- 
ftanding the puniihment juftly to be inflicted on her 
for her manifold trefpaffes, was determined to ufe 
every expedient for faving her foul from that de- 
ftru&ion with which it was fo nearly threatened: 
That ihe was'now ftanding upon the brink of eter
nity, and had no other means o f efcaping endlefs 
perdition, than by repenting her former wickednefs, 
by juftifying the fentence pronounced againft her, by 
acknowledging the queen’s favours, and by exert
ing a true and lively faith in Chrift Jefus: That the 
fcriptures were the only rule o f  do&rine, the merits 
o f Chrift the only means o f  falvation; and if ihe 
trufted in the inventions or devices o f  men, ihe rhuft 
expert in an inftant to fall into utter darknefs, into 
a place where ihall be weeping, howling, and griafh- 
in g o f teeth: Thar the hand of death was upon her, 
the ax was laid to the root o f the tree, the throne of 
the great Judge o f heaven was erected, the book o f 
her life was fpread wide, and the particular fentence 
and judgment was ready to be pronounced upon 
her: And that it was now, during this important 
moment, in her choice, either to rife to the refurrec- 
rion of life, and hear that joyful faiutation, 'Come, ye 
blejfed o f my Father; or to fhare the refurreflionof 
condemnation, replete with forrow and anguiih; 
and to fuffer that dreadful denunciation, Goy ye 
curjedy into ever lofting fire x.

D u r i n g  this difeourfe M ary could not fometirries 
"forbear betraying her impatience, by interrupting 
the preacher; and the dean, finding that fhe had 
profited nothing by his le&ure, at laft bade her 
change her opinion, repent her o f her former \vic-

M S ,  p. S , i o ,  i i ,  S t r y p e ,  v o l ,  i i i .  p .  3 S 5 .
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C  |H A  P. kednefs, and fettle her faith upon this ground, that 
v XJ"1X* f only in Chrlfl Jefus could fhe hope to be favedj 
: 1587̂  ?he anfwered, again and again, with great earneft- 

nefs: “ Trouble not yourfelf any more about the 
“  matter: For I was born in this religion; I have 
cc lived in this religion; and in this religion I am 
“  refolved to die.”  Even the two earls perceived, 
that it was fruitlefs to harafs her any farther with 
theological difputes; and they ordered the dean to 
defift from his unfeaionable exhortations, and to pray 
for her converfion. During the dean's prayer, ibe 
employed herfelf in private devotion from the office 
o f the V irgin ; and after he had finiffied, ihe pro
nounced aloud fome petitions in Englifh, for the 
afflifted church, for an end o f her own troubles, for 
her Ion, and for queen Elizabeth; and prayed God, 
that that princefs might long proiper, and be em
ployed in his fervice. T he earl o f Kent obferving 
that in her devotions fhe made frequent ufe o f  the 
crucifix, could not forbear reproving her for her at
tachment to that popifh trumpery as he termed it ; 
and he exhorted her to have Chrift in her heart, not 
in her hand*. She replied with prefence o f mind, 
that it was difficult to hold fuch an objeft in her 
hand without feeling her heart touched with fome 
compunction z.

She now began, with the aid of her two women, 
to difrobe herfelf; and the executioner alfo lent his 
hand to affift them. She fmiled, and laid, that ihe 
was not accuftomed to undreis herfelf before fo large 
a company, nor to be ferved by fuch valets. H er 
fervants feeing her in this condition ready to lay her 
head upon the block, burft into tears and lamenta
tions: She turned about to them; put her finger 
upon her lips, as a fign o f impofing filence upon 
them*; and haviiig given them her bleffing, de-

t  MS. p, 15. Jebb, vol. tf. p* 307. 491. 637. * Jebb, ibid.-
* Jebb; p* 307. 41*3.
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fired them to pray for her. One o f  her maids, C *x A  p . 
whom ihe had appointed for that purpofe, covered ^ ‘ .
her eyes with a handkerchief; ihe laid herfelf down 1587. 
v/ithout any fign of fear or trepidation; and her 
head was fevered from her body at two ftrokes by the 
executioner. H e inftantly held it up to the fpecta- 
tors, ftreaming with blood, and agitated with the 
convulfions o f death: The dean o f Peterborow 
alone exclaimed, cc So perilh all queen Elizabeth’s 
« enemies!” T he earl o f Kent alone replied,
« A m en!”  T he attention o f all the other fpe&ators 
was fixed on the melancholy fcene before them ; and 
zeal and flattery alike gave place to prefent pity and 
admiration of the expiring princefs.

T hus periihed, in the forty-fifth year o f her age, Mary,s 
and nineteenth o f her captivity in England, M ary charaaer, 
queen of Scots; a woman o f great accompliíhments 
both of body and mind, natural as well as acquired; 
but unfortunate in her life, and during one period 
very unhappy in her eonduét. The beauties o f her 
perfon, and graces o f her air, combined to make 
her the moft amiable o f women; and the charms o f 
her addrefs and converfation aided the impreflion 
which her lovely figure made on the hearts of all be
holders. Ambitious and aétive in her temper, yet 
inclined to cheerfulnefs and fociety; o f a lofty fpirit, 
conftant, and even vehement, in her purpofe, yet 
polite, and gentle, and affable in her demeanour; 
íhe feemed to partake only ib much o f the male 
virtues as to render her eftimable, without relin- 
quiihing thofe foft graces which compofe the proper 
ornament o f her íéx. In order to form a juft idea 
o f her character, we muft fet afide one part o f her 
conduct, while ihe abandoned herfelf to the guid
ance of a profligate man; and muft confider thefe 
faults, whether we admit them to be imprudences 
or crimes, as the refult o f an inexplicable, though 
not uncommon, inconftancy in the human mind, o f
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c h a p , the frailty o f our nature, o f the violence o f paffion, 
j  anc* r ê in^uence which fituations, and fometimes 

momentary incidents, have on perfons whofe prin
ciples are not thoroughly confirmed by experience 
and reflection. Enraged by the ungrateful conduA 
o f  her hufband, feduccd by the treacherous counfeis 
o f one in whom ihe repofed confidence, tranfported 
by the violence o f her own temper, which never lay 
fufficiently under the guidance of diferetion, ihe was 
betrayed into aAions which may with fome difficulty 
be accounted for, but which admit o f no apology 
nor even of alleviation. A n enumeration of her 
qualities might carry the appearance o f a panegyric; 
an account of her conduct muft in fome parts wear 
the afpeef o f fevere fatire and inveAive.

H er numerous misfortunes, the folitude o f her 
long and tedious captivity, and the perfections to 
which fhe had been expoied on account o f her re
ligion, had wrought her up to a degree o f bigotry 
during her later years; and fuch were the prevalent 
fpirit and principles of the age, that it is the lefs 
wonder if her zeai, her refentment, and her in- 
terefl uniting, induced her to give confent to a 
defign which confpirators, aAuated only by the firft 
of thefe motives, had formed againft the life of 
Elizabeth.

The W hen the queen was informed of Mary's execu-
queen’s tion, fhe affeAed the utmoft furprife and indignation.
S i  H er countenance changed; her ipeech fa ulcered and 

failed her; for a long time her forrow was fo deep that 
fhe could not exprels it, but flood fixed like a ftatue in 
fiience and mute aftonilhment. After her grief was 
able to find vent, it burfi out into loud wailings and 
lamentations; ihe put herfelf in deep mourning for 
this deplorable event; and ihe was feen perpetually 
bathed in tears, and furrounded only by her maids 
and women. None o f  her minifters or counfellors 
dared to approach her; or if  any had fuch temerity,

ihe
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£ LtI Z A B E T  H.
flie chafed them from her with the moft violent ex- 
preilions o f rage and refentment: They had all o f  
them been guilty o f an unpardonable crime, in put
ting to death her dear filter and kinfwoman, contrary 
to her fixed purpofeb, o f which they were fuffici- 
ently apprifed and acquainted.

N o fooner was her farrow fo much abated as to 
leave room for reflection, than ihe wrote a letter o f 
apology to the king of Scots, and fent it by fir R o
bert Cary, ion o f lord Hunfdon* She there told 
him, that ihe wifhed he knew, but not felt, the un
utterable grief which ihe experienced, on account o f  
that lamentable accident, which without her know-, 
ledge, much Jefs concurrence, had happened in 
England: That as her pen trembled when ihe at
tempted to write it, ihe found herfelf obliged to 
commit the relation of it to the meffenger, her kinf- 
man ; who would likewiie inform his majefty of, 
every circumstance attending this difmal and un
looked-for misfortune: That ihe appealed to the 
fupreme Judge o f heaven and earth for her inno
cence ; and was alfo fo happy, amidft her other 
afflictions, as to find that many perfons in her court 
could bear witnefs to her veracity in this proteftation 
That ihe abhorred diifimulation; deemed nothing 
more worthy of a prince than a fincere and open 
conduCt j and could never furely be efteemed fo 
bafe and poor-fpirited as that, if  ihe had really- 
given orders for this fatal execution, ihe could on 
any confideration be induced to deny them : That* 
though fenfible o f  th eju fticeo f the fentence pro
nounced againft the unhappy prifoner, ihe deter
mined, from clemency, never to carry it into exe-f 
eution i and could not but refent the temerity o f  i 
thofe who on this occafion had difappointed her in-- 
tendon: And that as no one loved him more dearly 
than herfelf, or bore a more anxious concern for his

** Camden, p, 535» Stiype, vol. iii, Appendix, p. 14^. Jebb, : 
VoJ. ii. p. 6c8.
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H I S T O R Y  OF E N G L A N D .

C  H A  PI welfare ; fhe hoped that he would corifider every one 
as his enemy who endeavoured, on account of the 

15-3.7, prefent incident, to excite any animofity between 
them c. •

I n  order the better to appeafe James, fhe com
mitted Davifon to prifon, and ordered him to be 
tried in the Star Chamber for his mifdemeanour. 
The fecretary was confounded; and being fenfible o f 
the danger which muft attend his'Cntering into a 
conceit with the queen, he exprefied penitence for 
his error, and fubmitted very patiently to be railed 
at by thofe very counfellers whofe perluafion had in
duced him to incur the guilt, and who had pro- 
mi fed to. countenance :and proteft him. H e was 
condemned to impriionment during the queen's plea- 
lure, and to pay a fine of ten thoufand pounds. H e 
remained a long time in cuftody; and the fine, 
though it reduced 'hiin to beggary, was rigoroufly 
levied upon him. AH the favour which he could 
obtain from the queen was fending him firtalL iupplies 
from time to time to keep him from'perifhing in 
neceflityd. -He privately wrote an apology to his 
friend Walfmghatfi, which contains many curious 
particulars. The French and Scotch ambafTadors, 
lie faid, had been reme nitrating with the queen in 
Mary's behalf; and immediately after their depar
ture fhe commanded him, of her own accord, to de
liver her the warrant for the execution of that prin- 
cefs. She figned it readily, and ordered it to be 
fealed with the great feal o f England. She appeared 
in fuch good humour on the occafion, -that fhe faid 
to him in a jocular manner, u Go tell all this to W al- 
(C fingham, who is now fid e: Though I fear he will 

* <c die of forrow when he hears o f it." She added, 
that though fhe had fo long delayed the execution, 
left fhe fhould feem to be a£tuated by malice or 
cruelty, fhe was all along fenfible of the neceffity o f

m.
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it. In the flime conversion ihe blamed Drury 
Pan let; that they had not before eafedter o f  this 
trouble; • ankfilie expreiled her delire that W álfing- *$H\ 1
ham wouJd;bring them to compliance in that par
ticular. ' She was fo bent on this purpóféj that fome 
' time after ihe afked Davifon, Whether any letter 
had come from Pan let with regard to the fervice 
expeled of him ? Davifon fhowed her PauletVIet- 
ter; in which that gentleman pofitively refufed to a£t 
any thing inconfiftent with the principles o f honour 
and juftice. T he queen fell into a páfíiorí; and ac- 
cufed Paulet as well as Drury of perjury; becaufe, 
having taken the oath o f affociation, in which they 
had bound themfelves to avenge her wrongs, they 
Had yet refufed to lend their hand on this óccaííon.
<c But others,*1 flie faid, ff will :bleTound'‘iefTférli- 
■ff pufous.”  ; " Davifon adds, that nothing "but the 
confent and exhortations of the whole council could 

; have engaged him to fend 'off the warrant; H e was 
well awaré of his danger ; and remembered that the 
queen, after having ordered ’.the' execution of the 
duke of Norfolk, had endeavoured, in a like man
ner, to throw the whole blame and odium o f that 
action upon lord Burleighc. :

E lizabeth ’s diffimuíation was- fo grofs that it 
could deceive nobody who was not’ previoiifly ré- 
folyed to be blinded; but as James’s concern for his 
mother was certainly more fiheere á n T cordial, lie 
difcoycred The highefl: feferitmeht, and - refufed to 
admit Cary into his p re fence. H e recalled his am- 
baffadors from England ; and feemed to breathe no
thing but war and vengeance. The ftatés o f Scot
land be in o; afíembled, took part in hi’s anger; and 
profefTed that they were ready to fperid their lives and 
fortunes in revenge o f his mother’s death/and in 
defence of his title to the croiyn o f England. Many

c Camden, p. * Stripe, yoh ili. p. 375^376». MS* in the 
Advocates' Library 1 A , 3. i 3. p. 17. from the Cott. Lib. Calig. 
c. 9. Biogr. Brit* p. 1625. 1627. - r " : :-
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o f his nobility inftigated him to take arms ; Lord 
Sinclair, when the courtiers appeared in deep mourn- 
ing, prefented himfelf to the king arrayed in com
plete armour, and faid that this, was the proper 
mourning for the queen. The catholics took the 
opportunity of exhorting James to make an alliance 
with the king of Spain, to lay immediate claim to 
the crown of England, and to prevent the ruin 
which, from his mother’s example, he might con
clude would certainly, if Elizabeth's power prevailed, 
overwhelm his perfon and his kingdom. T h e queen 
was fentible o f the danger attending thefe counfels; 
and after allowing James fume decent interval to vent 
his grief and anger, ihe employed her emifTaries to 
.pacify him, and to fet before him every motive of 
hope or fear which might induce him to live in 
amity with her.

WiiLSiNCHAM wrote to lord Thirlftone, James’s 
fecretary, a judicious letter to. the fame purpofe. 
H e faid, That he was much furprifed to hear o f the 

.violent refolutions taken in Scotland, and o f the paf- 
fion difcovered by a prince of fo much judgment and 
temper as James: That a war, founded merely on 
the principle of revenge, and that too on account of 
.an aft of juftice which neceflity had extorted, would 
for ever tie expofed to cenlure, and could not be ex- 
cuied by any principles o f equity or reafon: That 
i f  thefe views were deemed lefs momentous among 
princes, policy and intereft ought certainly to be at
tended to ; and thefe motives did ltill more evidently 
oppofe all thoughts of a rupture with Elizabeth, and 
all revival o f exploded claims to the Englilh 
throne: That the inequality between the two king
doms deprived James of any hopes of fuccefs, if  
he trufted merely to the force o f his own ftate, and 
had no recourfe to foreign powers for affiftance: 
That the objeftions attending the introduction of 
fuccours from a more potent monarch appeared fo 
evident from all the tranfaftions o f  hiftory, that 
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they could not efcape a perfon o f the king’s exten- 
five knowledge ; but there were, in the prefent cafe, 
feveral peculiar circumftances, which ought for ever iiS7* 
to deter him from having recourfe to fo dangerous - 
an expedient: That the French monarch, the an
cient ally o f Scotland, might willingly ufe the aflift- 
ance of that kingdom againft England; but would 
be difpleafed to fee the union o f thefe two kingdoms 
in the perfon o f James; a union which would ever 
after exclude him from practifing that policy formerly 
fo ufeful to the French, and fo pernicious to the 
Scottiih nation: That Henry, befides, infefted with 
faction and domeftic war, was not in a condition o f 
fupporting diftant allies; much lefs would he ex- 
pofe himfelf to any hazard or expence, in order to 
aggrandife a near kirifman o f the houfe o f  Guile, 
the molt determined enemies o f his repofe and au
thority: That the extenfive power and exorbitant 
ambition o f the Spanilh monarch rendered him a 
ftill more dangerous ally to Scotland; and as he 
evidently afpired to an univerfal monarchy in the ... 
weft, and had in particular advanced fame claims to 
England, as if he were defcended from the houfe o f 
Lancafter, he was at the fame time the common 
enemy of all princes who wilhed to maintain their 
independence; and the immediate rival and com-, . 
petitor of the king o f Scots: That the queen, by 
her own naval power and her alliance with the H o l
landers, would probably intercept all fuccours which 
might be fent to James from abroad, and be enabled 
to decide the controverfy in this ifland with the fu- 
perior forces of her own kingdom, oppofed to thole 
o f Scotland: That if the king revived his mother's 
pretentions to the crown o f England, he mull alfo 
embrace her religion, by which alone they could be 
juftified; and muft thereby undergo the infamy o f 
abandoning thofe principles in which he had been 
ftriftly educated, and to which he had hitherto re-

Y  J  ligioufly
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ligiqûfly adhered : T liât as he would, by îtith an 
apôftafÿ, totally, aiienàte all the proteftants in Scot
land and Englarid, he could never gain the confi
dence o f the catholics, who would ftill entertain 
reafohable doubts of his fincerity: That by ad- 
vancing a prelent claim to the crown, he forfeited 
the certain p rofpeftof his fuccefiion, and revived 
that national animofity which the late peace and al
liance between the kingdoms had happily extin - 
guiffied: That the whole gentry and nobility of 
England had openly declared themfelves for the exe
cution of the queen of Scots; and if  James ihe wed 
fuch yioknt réfentment againft that a£t of juftice, 
they would be obliged, for their own lecurity, to 
prevent for ever fo implacable a prince from ruling 
oyer them : And that, however iome perfons might 
/eprefent his honour as engaged to feek vengeance 
for the prefent affront and injury, the true honour of 
a prince confifted in wifdom and moderation and 
juftice, not in following the dictates of blind pillion, 
for in purfuing revenge at the expence of'every mo
tive and every intereft h Thefe confiderations, joined 
to the peaceable unambitious temper o f the young 
prince, prevailed over his refentment; and he fell 
gradually into a good correfpondence with the court 
o f England. It is probable, that the queen’s chier 
objeft in her difiimulatioh with regard to the exe
cution of Mary, was, that ihe might thereby afford 
James a decent pretence for renewing his amity 
with her, on which their mutual inierefts To much 
depended.

W h i l e , Elizabeth enfured tranquillity from the 
attempts of her neareft neighbour, ihe was not ne
gligent* of; more diftant dangers. Hearing that Phi
lip, though he feèmed to diftemble the daily infults 
and injuries which he received from the Engliih, was 
fecretly preparing a great navy to attack her; ihe

f  S tryp e , vo!. iii. p. 377, Spotfw ooc!.
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fent fir Francis Drake with a fleet to intercept his^c^ ^ V  
fupplies, to pillage his coaft, and to deftroy h is,« — 
fhipping. Drake carried out four capital Ihips o f  1587. 
the queen*s, and twenty-fix great and imall, with, 
which the London merchants, in hopes o f Iharing 
in the plunder, had fupplied him. H aving learned Drake de- 
from two Dutch  ihips, which he met with in his 
paflage, that a Spanifh fleet, richly laden, was lying diz. 
at Cadiz, ready to let fail for Liibon, the rendez
vous of the intended Armada; he bent his courfe to 
the former harbour, and boldly, as well as fortu
nately, made an attack on the enemy. H e obliged 
fix gallies, which made head againft him, to take 
fhelter under the forts; he burned about a hundred 
vefiels, laden with ammunition and naval ftores; 
and he deftroyed a great fhip of the marquefs o f  
Santa Croce. Thence he fet fail for Cape St. V in
cent, and took by aflault the caftle fituated on that 
promontory, with three other fortrefies. H e  next 
infulted L iib o n ; and finding that the merchants, 
who had engaged entirely in expectation o f profit, 
were di(contented at thefe military enterprifes, he 
fet fail for the Terceras, with an intention o f lying 
in wait for a rich carrack which was expected in 
thofe parts. He* was fo fortunate as to meet with 
his prize ; and by this ihort expedition, in which the 
public bore fo fmall a ihare, the adventurers were 
encouraged to attempt farther enterprifes, the Eng- 
lifh feamen learned to deipiie the great unwieldy 
ihips of die enemy, the naval preparations o f Spain 
were deftroyed, the intended, expedition againft 
England was retarded a twelvemonth, and the queen 
thereby had leifure to take more iecure meafures 
againft that formidable invafion e.

T h i s  year Thomas Cavendiih, a gentleman o f 
Devonfhire, who had diffipated a good eftate by

s Camden, p, 540. Sir William Monfoi ŝ Naval Trails in 
Churchill's Voyages, vol, iii. p. 156.
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living at court, being refolved to repair his fortune 
at the expencc o f the Spaniards, fitted out three 
fhips at Plymouth, one o f a hundred and twenty 
tons, another of fixty, and a third o f forty; and 
with thefe fmall vefiels he ventured into the South 
Sea, and committed great depredations on the Spa
niards. H e took nineteen vefiels, feme o f which 
were richly laden; and returning by the Cape of 
Good Hope, he carne to London, and entered the 
river in a kind o f triumph His mariners and fol- 
diers were clothed in filk, his fails were of damafk, 
his top-fail cloth of gold; and his prizes were 
efteemed the richeft that ever had been brought into 
Englandh.

T he land enterprifes o f the Englifli were not, 
during this campaign, fo advantageous or honour
able to the nation. T h e important place o f D e
venter was intruded by Leicefter to William Stan
ley, with a garrifon of twelve hundred Englilh; 
and this gentleman, being a catholic, was alarmed 
at the difeovery of Babington’s confpiraey, and be
came apprehenfiye left every one of his religion 
ftiould thenceforth be treated with diftruft in Eng
land. H e entered into a correfpondence with the 
Spaniards, betrayed the city to them for a fum of 
money, and engaged the whole garrifon to defert 
with him to the Spanifh fervice. Roland Y ork, who. 
commanded a fort near Zutphen, imitated his ex
ample; and the Hollanders, Formerly difgufted with 
Leicefter, and fufpicious of the Engliih, broke out 
into loud complaints againft the improvidence, if  
not the treachery, o f his administration. Soon 
after he himfelf arrived in the Low  Countries; but 
his' conduit was nowife calculated to give them fatif- 
faition, or to remove the fufpicions which they had 
entertained againft him. T he prince o f Parma 
having befieged Sluys, Leicefter attempted to relieve 
the place, firft by fea, then by land; but failed iî

* B ir c h 's  M e m o ir s , v o l .  i .  p . 57«
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both cnterprifes; and as he, afcribed his bad fuccefs c  
fo the ill behaviour o f the Hollanders, they were 
equally free in refledions upon his conduit. T h e j S8 .̂ 
breach between them became wider every day:
T h ey flighted his authority, oppofed his meafures, 
and n ^ieded his counfelsj while he endeavoured, 
by an imperious behaviour, and by violence, to re
cover that influence which he had loft by his impru
dent and ill-concerted meafures. H e was even 
fufpeded by the Dutch o f  a defign to ufurp upon 
their liberties ; and the jealoufy entertained againft 
him began to extend towards the queen herfelf.
That princefs had made fome advances towards a 
peace with Spain: A  congrefs had been opened at 
Bourbourg, a village near Graveline: And though 
the two courts, especially that o f Spain, had no 
other intention than to amuie each of them, its 
enemy by negotiation, and mutually relax the pre
parations for defence or attack, the Dutch, who 
were determined on no terms to return under the 
Spanifh yoke, became apprehenfive left their liberty 
ihould be facrificed to the political interefts o f Eng
land1. But the queen, who knew the importance 
of her alliance with the States during the prefent 
conjuncture, was refolved to give them entire fatif- 
fadion by recalling Leicefter, and commanding him 
to refign his government. Maurice, fon o f the late 
prince of Orange, a youth o f twenty years o f age, 
was eleded by the States governor in his place; and 
Peregrine lord Willoughby was appointed by the 
queen commander of the Englifli forces. T h e 
meafures o f thefe two generals were - much embar- 
raffed by the malignity o f Leicefter, who had left a 
fadion behind him, and who ftill attempted, by 
means of his emiffaries, to difturb all the operations 
o f the States. As foon as Elizabeth received intel
ligence o f thefe diforders, fhe took care to redrefs 
1 hem; and Ihe obliged all the partifans o f England

* Bentivoglip, part ii. lib. 4. Strype, vol, iv. N° 246.
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C HA P . ,  to fall into unanimity with prince Maurice \  But 
though her good fenfe fo far prevailed' over her 

16%7, partiality to Leicefter, fhe never could be made 
fully fenfible o f his vices and incapacity: The 
fubmiffions which he made her reftored him to 
her wonted favour; and lord Buckhurft, who had 
accufed him o f mifconduCt in Holland, loft her con
fidence for fome time, and was even committed to 
cuftody.

S i r  Chriftopher Hatton was another favourite who 
at this time received fome marks of her partiality* 
Though he had never followed the profeffion o f the 
law, he vvas made chancellor in the place o f Brom
ley deceafed; but notwithftanding all the expecta
tions and perhaps wiihes of the lawyers, he behaved 
in a manner not unworthy o f that high ftation : His 
good natural capacity fupplied the place o f expe
rience and ftudy and his deciiions were not found 
deficient either in point of equity or judgment. His 
enemies had contributed to this promotion, in hopes 
that his abfence from court, while he attended the 
bufineft of chancery, would gradually eftrange the 
queen from him, and give them an opportunity of 
undermining him in her favour,

1588. T hese little intrigues and cabals o f the court 
were filenced by the account which came from all 
quarters, of the vaft preparations made by the Spa
niards for the invafion o f England, and for the en- 

Fhinppro- tire conqueft of that kingdom. Philip, though he 
InvaVunof not yet declared war, on account of the hoftili- 
Engiand, ties which Elizabeth every where committed upon 

him, had long harboured a fecret and violent defire 
o f  revenge againft her* His ambition alfo, and 
the hopes of extending his empire, were much en
couraged by the prefers prosperous ftate o f  his 
affairs $ by the conqueft o f Portugal, the acquiii- 
tion o f the Eaft-Indian commerce and fettlements^

3j o H I S T O R Y  OF E N G L A N D .
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sad the yearly importation o f vail treafures from 
America. T h e point on which he relied his high- 
ell glory, the perpetual objèót o f  his policy, was tó 15S8. 
fupport orthodoxy and exterminate heréfy ; and as 
the power and credit o f Elizabeth were the chief 
bulwark of the proteftants, he hoped, if  he could 
fubdue that princefs, to acquire the eternal renown 
o f re-uniting the whole Chriftian world in the ca
tholic communion. Above all, his indignation 
againft his revoked fubjeds in the Netherlands 
inftigated him to attack the Engliffi, who had en
couraged that infurreCtion, and who, by their vici
nity, were fo well enabled to fupport thè Hollanders, 
that he could never hope to reduce thefe rebels 
while the power o f that kingdom remained entire 
and unbroken. T o  fubdue England feemed a ne- 
ceffary preparative to the re-eftablifhment o f his 
authority in the Netherlands; and notwithflanding 
appearances, the former was in itfelf, as a more 
important, fo a more eafy undertaking than the lat
ter. That kingdom lay nearer Spain than the Low  
‘Countries, and was more expofed to invaiions from 
that quarter; after an enèmy had once obtained en
trance, the difficulty feemed to be over, as it was 
neither fortified by art or nature; a long peace had 
deprived1 it o f all military difeipline and experience; 
and the catholics, in which it ftill abounded, would 
be ready, it was hoped, to join any invader who 
fhould free them from thofe perfections under 
which they laboured, and ihould revenge the death - 
o f the queen of Scots, on whom they had fixed all 
their affections. The fate of England muff be 
decided in one battle at fea, and another at land ; 
and what companion between the Engliih and 
Spaniards, either in point o f naval force, or in the 
numbers, reputation, and veteran bravery o f their 
armies ? Beiides the acquifition of fo great a king- 
ciqm, fuccefs againft England enfured the imme-
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P< diatc fubjeilion o f the Hollanders, who, attacked 
on every hand, and deprived o f all fupport, muff 
yield their ftubborn necks to that yoke which they 
had fo long refilled. Happily this conqueft, as it 
was o f  the utmoft importance to the grandeur of 
Spain, would not at prefent be oppofed by the jea- 
loufy o f  other powers, naturally fo much interefted 
to prevent the fuccefs o f  the enterprife. A  truce 
was lately concluded with the Turks * the Empire 
was in the hands o f a friend and near ally ; and 
France, the perpetual rival o f Spain, was fo torn 
with inteftine commotions, that ffie had no leifure 
to pay attention to her foreign interefts. This fa
vourable opportunity, therefore, which might never 
again prefent itfelf, muff be feized; and one bold 
effort made for acquiring that afcendant in Europe, 
to which the prefent greatnefs and profperity of the 
Spaniards feemed fo fully to entitle them \

T h e s e  hopes and motives engaged Philip,, not- 
withftanding his cautious temper, to undertake this 
hazardous enterprife; and though the prince, now 
created by the pope duke o f Parma, when con- 
fulted, oppofed the attempt, at leaft reprefented the 
neceffity of previoufly getting poffeffion o f feme 
fea-port town in the Netherlands, which might 
afford a retreat to the Spanifh navy1", it was deter
mined by the catholic monarch to proceed imme
diately to the execution o f his ambitious project. 
During fome time he had been fecretly making 
preparations * but as foon as the refolution w ŝ 
fully taken, every part o f his vaft empire refounded 
with the noife o f armaments, and all his minifters, 
generals, and admirals, were employed in forward* 
ing the defign. The marquefs o f Santa Croce, a 
fea-officer , o f great reputation and experience, was

l C a m d e n . S try p e , v o l .  i i i .  p , 51 
m B e n tiv o g lio , p a rt i i .  l ib .  4..
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deftlned to command the fleet; and by his counlels 
were the naval equipments conduced. In all the 
ports o f Sicily, Naples, Spain, and Portugal, ar- 
tifans were employed in building vefiels'of uncom
mon fize and force; naval ftores were bought at 
a great expence; provifions amafied; armies levied 
and quartered in the maritime towns o f Spain ; and 
plans laid for fitting out fuch a fleet and embarka
tion as had never before had its equal in Europe. 
T he military preparations in Flanders were no lefs 
formidable. Troops from all quarters were every 
moment aflembling, to reinforce the duke of Parma* 
Capizuchi andSpinelli conduced forces from Italy: 
T he marquefs o f Borgaut, a prince o f the houfe o f  
Auftria, levied troops in Germany: The Walloon 
and Burgundian regiments were completed or 
augmented: The Spanifh infantry was fupplied 
with recruits ; and an army o f thirty-four thoufand 
men was afiembled in the Netherlands, and kept in 
readinefs to be tranfported into England. T h e 
duke o f Parma employed all the carpenters whom 
he could procure, either in Flanders or in Lower 
Germany, and the coafts o f the Baltic; and he built 
at Dunkirk, and Newport, but efpecially at A n t
werp, a great number o f boats and flat-bottomed 
veflels, for the transporting o f his infantry and 
cavalry. T he mod renowned nobility and princes 
o f  Italy and Spain were ambitious o f iharing in the 
honour o f this great enterprife, Don Amadseus o f 
Savoy, don John of Medicis, Vefpafian Gonzaga, 
duke of Sabionetta, and the duke o f Paftrana, 
haftened to join the army under the duke o f Parma. 
About two thoufand volunteers in Spain, many o f 
them men o f family, had enlifted in the fervice. 
N o  doubts were entertained, but fuch vaft prepa
rations, condu&ed by officers o f fuch confummate 
/kill, muft finally be fuccefsfuL A nd the Spaniards, 
oftentatious o f their power, and elated with vain

hopes,
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Prepara* 
tions in 
England,

C HAP -  hopes, had already denominated their navy, the 
. j . vincible Armada.

N ews o f thefe extraordinary preparations foon 
reached the court o f Londons and notwithflanding 
the fe.crecy o f the Spaniih council, and their pre
tending tQ employ this force in the Indies, it was 
eafily.'concluded, that they meant to make fome 
effort againil JEngland. T he queen had forefeen 
the inyafion; and finding that ihe muft now con
tend for her crown with the whole force o f Spain, 
ihe made preparations for refiftancej nor was ihe 
diim.ayed with that power by which all Europe ap
prehended ihe muft o f neceility be overwhelmed. 
H er force indeed feemed very unequal to refift fo 
potent an enemy* A ll the failors in England amount
ed at that time to about fourteen thou fa nd men 11. 
The fize of the Engliih fliipping was in general fo 
fmall, that except a few o f the queen's iliips o f war, 
there rwere not four veliels belonging . to the mer
chants which exceeded four hundred tons0. The 
royal navy con fitted only of twenty height failp, 
many of which were o f fmall iize ; none o f them 
exceeded the bulk of our largeft frigates, and moft 
o f them dcferyed rather the name o f pinnaces than 
o f  fhips. T h e only advantage o f the Engliih fleet 
xo.nfiftcd in the dexterity and courage o f the feamen, 
who, being, accuftomed to fail in tempeftuous feas, 
and expofe themfelves to all dangers, as much ex
ceeded in -tliis particular the Spaniih mariners, as 
their velTels were inferior in fize and force to thofe 
o f that n a t i o n A l l  the commercial towns o f Eng
land were required to furniili (hips-for reinforcing 
this fmall navy; and they difcovered on the prefent 
occaiion great alacrity in defending their "liberty 
and religion againft thofe imminent perils with 
which they were menaced. The, citizens o f Lon
don, in order to ihew their zeal in the common
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caufe, inftead of fifteen veffels, which they 
commanded to equip, voluntarily fitted out double _̂  ̂ y. 
the numberr. The gentry and nobility hired, and i S8S. 
armed, and manned, forty-three ihips at their own 
charge5; and all the loans o f money which the 
queen demanded were frankly granted by the per- 
ions applied to. Lord Howard o f Effingham, a 
man o f courage and capacity, was admiral, and 
took on him the command of the navy: Drake* 
Hawkins, and Frobiiher, the moft renowned fea- 
men in Europe, ferved under him. T he principal 
fleet was Rationed at Plymouth. A  fmaller fqua- 
dron, confining o f forty veffels, Engliih and Flemiffi, 
was commanded by lord Seymour, fecond ion o f 
protestor Somerfet; and lay off Dunkirk, in order 
to intercept the duke o f Parma.

T h e  land forces of England, compared to thofe 
of Spain, poiTeffed contrary qualities to its naval 
power: They were more numerous than the enemy, 
but much inferior in difcipline, reputation, and ex-., 
perience. An army o f twenty thoufand men was 
diipofed in different bodies along the fouth.coaft; 
and orders were given them, if  they could not pre
vent the landing o f the Spaniards, to retire back
wards, to wafte the country around, and to wait for 
reinforcement from the neighbouring counties, be
fore they approached the enemy. A  body o f 
twenty-two thoufand foot, and a thoufand horfe, 
under the command o f the earl of Leieefter, was 
ftationed at Tilbury, in order to defend the capital.
T he principal army confifted o f thirty-four thoufand 
foot, and two thoufand horie, and was commanded 
by lord Hunfdon, Theie forces were referved for 
guarding the queen's perfon; and were appointed 
to march whitherfoever the enemy fhould appear.
The fate pf England, if  all the Spaniih armies 
Ihould be able to land, ieemed to depend on the

r Monfon, p, *67. * Lives of the Admirals, vol. i. p. 451.
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Cxlti P* *^uc a îngle battle; and men o f reflexion enters 
v tained the raoft difmal apprehenfions, when they

1588. confidered the force of fifty thoufand veteran Spa
niards, commanded by experienced officers, under 
the duke o f Parma, the mod confummate general 
o f  the age; and compared this formidable arma
ment with the military power, which England, not 
enervated by peace, but long difufed to war, could 
mufter up againfl it*

T h e  chief fupport o f the kingdom feemed to 
confift in the vigour and prudence of the queen's 
conduct; who, undifmayed by the prefent dangers, 
iffued all her orders with tranquillity, animated her 
people to a fteady refiftance, and employed every 
refource which either her domeftic fituation or her 
foreign alliances could afford her* She font fir R o
bert Sidney into Scotland; and exhorted the king 
to remain attached to her, and to confider the dan
ger which at prefent menaced his fbvereignty no lefs 
than her own, from the ambition o f the Spanifh ty
rant": The ambaffador found James well difpofed 
to cultivate a union with England, and that prince 
even kept himfelf prepared to march with the force 
o f  his whole kingdom to the afliftance o f  Elizabeth* 
H er authority with the king o f Denmark, and the 
tie o f their common religion, engaged this monarch 
upon her application to feize* a fquadron o f fhips 
which Philip had bought or hired in the Danifh 
harbours“ : The Hanfe Towns, though not at that 
time on good terms with Elizabeth, were induced 
by the fame motives to retard fo long the equip
ment o f fome veifels in their ports, that they be
came ufelefs to the purpofe of invading England* 
A ll the proteftants throughout Europe regarded this 
enterprife as the critical event, which was to decide

* She made him fome promifes which fhe never fulfilled, to give 
him a dukedom in England, with fuitable lands and revenue, to 
fettle 50001. a year on him, and pay him a guard, for the fafety of 
his perfon. From a M S. o f lord Royfton’s, 

u Strype, vol. iii. p. 514.
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for ever the fate o f  their religion; and though un- \
able, by reafon o f their diftance, to join their force ,r j  
to that o f Elizabeth, they kept their eyes fixed on i 58S. 
her condud and fortune, and beheld with anxiety, 
mixed with admiration, the intrepid countenance ' 
with which ihe encountered that dreadful tempeft 
which was every moment advancing towards her.

T he queen alfo was fenfible that, next to the 
general popularity which ihe enjoyed, and the con
fidence which her fubjeds repofed in her prudent 
government, the firmeft fupport o f her throne con
fided in the general zeal of the people for the pro- 
teftant religion, and the ftrong prejudices which they 
had imbibed againft popery. She took care, on the 
prefent occafion, to revive in the nation this attach
ment to their own fed, and this abhorrence of the 
oppofite. The Englifh were reminded o f their for
mer danger from the tyranny o f Spain: A ll the 
barbarities exerciied by Mary againft the proteftants, 
were afcribed to the counfels o f that bigoted and 
imperious nation: The bloody maffacres in the 
Indies, the unrelenting executions in the Low  
Countries, the horrid cruelties and iniquities of the 
inquifition, were fet before men’s eyes: A  lift and 
description was publifhed, and pidures difperfed, o f 
the feveral inftruments o f torture with which, it was 
pretended, the Spanilh Armada was loaded: And 
every artifice, as well as realon, was employed to 
animate the people to a vigorous defence o f their 
religion, their laws, and their liberties.

B ut while the queen, in this critical emergence, 
roufed the animofity o f the nation againft popery, 
ihe treated the partifans o f that fed  with modera
tion, and gave not way to an undiftinguiihing fury 
againft them. Though ihe knew that Sixtus Quin
tus, the prefent pope, famous for his capacity and 
his tyranny, had fulminated a new bull o f excom
munication againft her, had depofed her, had ab- 
folved her fubjeds from their oaths o f  allegiance,

\  o l . \  ■ Z  had
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C H  A P ,  had publifhecj a  crufade againft England, and had 

, granted plenary indulgences to every one engaged 
w 1538, in the prelent invafion 3 fhe would riot believe that 

all her catholic fubjeits could be fo blinded, as to 
facrifice to bigotry their duty to their fovereign, 
and the liberty and independence of their native 
country. She rejeited all violent counfels, by which 
the was urged to feek pretences for difpatching the 
leaders of that party: She would not even confine 
any confiderable number o f them : And the catho-* 
lies, fenfible o f this good ufage, generally exprefied 
great zeal for the public fervice. Some gentlernen 
o f that feft, confeious that they could not juftly ex- 
pedt any truft or authority, entered themfelves as 
volunteers in the fleet or arm yw: Some equipped 
ihips at their own charge, and gave the command 
o f them to proteftants: Others were adlive in ani
mating their tenants, and vaflfals, and neighbours, 
to the defence o f their country: And every rank of 
men, burying for the prefent all party diftindtions, 
feemed to prepare themfelves with order as well as 
vigour to refill the violence o f thefe invaders.

T h e  more to excite the martial fpirit o f the 
nation, the queen appeared on horfeback in the 
camp at Tilbury 3 and riding through the lines, dis
covered a cheerful and animated countenance, ex
horted the foldiers to remember their duty to their 
country and their religion, and profelTed her inten
tion, though a woman, to lead them herfelf into the 
field againft the enemy, and rather to perifh in 
battle than furvive the ruin and ilavery o f her peo
ple *. By this fpirited behaviour ihe revived the 
tendernefs and admiration o f the foldiery: A n at
tachment to her perfon became a kind o f enthufiafm 
among them: And they aiked one another, W he
ther it were poflible that Englifhmen could abandon 
this glorious caufe, could difplay lefs fortitude than

w Stowe, p. 74.7.
* See.note [BB] at the end of th* volume.
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appeared in the female fex, or could ever by any c  
dangers be induced to relinquiih the defence .of their ^  
heroic princeis ?

T he Spaniih Armada was ready in the beginning 
o f  May, but the moment it was preparing to fail, 
the marquefs o f Santa Croce, the admiral, was feized 
with a fever, o f which he ibon after died. The 
vice-admiral, the duke o f Paliano, by a Arrange 
concurrence o f  accidents, at the very fame time 
buffered the fame fate; and the king appointed for 
admiral the duke o f Medina Sidonia, a nobleman 
o f  great family, but unexperienced in action, and 
entirely unacquainted with fea affairs. Alcarede was 
appointed vice-admiral* This misfortune, befides 
rhelois of fo great an officer as Santa Croce, retard
ed the failing of the Armada, and gave the Englifh 
more time for their preparations to oppofe them.
A t  laft, the Spanifh fleet, full o f hopes and alacrity, 
fee fail from Lifbon ; but next day met with a vio- 19til 
lent tempeft, which fcattered the (hips, funic fome 
o f the imalleft, and forced the reft to take fhelter in 
the Groine, where they waited till they could be re
fitted. When news o f this event was carried to 
England, the queen concluded that the defign o f an 
invafion was difappointed for this Jummer; and be
ing always ready to lay hold on every pretence for 
faving money, ffie made Walfingham write to the 
admiral, directing him to lay up lome o f the larger 
fhips, and to.difeharge the feamen : But lord Effing
ham, who was not fo fanguine in his hopes,. ufed 
the freedom to difobey thefe orders; and he.begged 
leave to retain all the fhips in fervice, though it 
.fhould be at his-awn expence y. H e took advantage 
o f a north wind, and faileAtowards the coaft.of Spain, 
with an intention , o f attacking the enemy in ; their 
harbours; but the.wind changing to the fouth, he
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became apprehenfive left they might have fet fail* 
and by pailing him at fea, invade England, now 
expofed by the abfence o f the fleet. H e returned, 
therefore, with the utmoft expedition to Plymouth, 
and lay at anchor in that harbour.

M e a n w h i l e ,  all the damages o f the Armada 
were repaired; and the Spaniards with frefh hopes 
fet out again to fea, in profecution of their enterprife. 
T h e fleet confifted o f a hundred and thirty veffels, 
o f which near a hundred were galleons, and were of 
greater fize than any ever before ufed in Europe. 
It  carried on board nineteen thoufand two hundred 
and ninety-five foldiers, eight thoufand four hundred 
and fifty-fix mariners, two thoufand and eighty- 
eight galley-Haves, and two thoufand fix hundred 
and thirty great pieces o f brafs ordnance. It was 
viftualled for fix months ; and was attended by 
twenty leffer ihips, called caravals, and .ten falves 
with fix oars a-piece1.

T h e  plan formed by the king o f Spain was, that 
the Armada ihould fail to the coaft oppofite to Dun
kirk and Newport j and having chafed away all 
Engliih or Flemifti vefiels, which might obftruit 
the paflfage (for it was never fuppofed they could 
make oppofition), ihould join themfelves with the 
duke o f Parma, ihould thence make fail to the 
Thames, and having landed the whole Spaniih army, 
thus complete at one blow the entire conqueft of 
England. In profecution o f this fcheme, Philip 
gave orders to the duke of Medina, that in paifing 
along the channel, he ihould fail as near the coaft 
o f  France as he could with fafety; that he ihould 
by this policy avoid meeting with the Engliih fleet; 
and, keeping in view the main enterprife, ihould 
neglect all fmaller fuccefles, which might prove an 
obftaele, or even interpofe a delay, to the acquifi- 
tion o f a kingdom \  After the Armada was under

s Strype, vqI. iij, Appendix; 2zi. ' b Monfon, p. 157*
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fail, they took a fifherman, who informed them that 
the Engliih admiral had been lately at fea,had heard 
o f  the tempeft which fcattered the Armada, had re- 15**. 

tired back into Plymouth, and no longer expecting 
an invafion this feafon, had laid up his fliips, and 
difcharged moft o f the ieamen. From this falfe in- „ 
teiligence the duke o f Medina conceived the great 
facility of attacking and deftroying the Engliih ftiips 
in harbour; and he was tempted by the profpedl o f 
fo deciiive an advantage to break his orders, and 
make fail directly for Plymouth: A  refolution which 
proved the fafety o f  England. T he Lizard was the , 9tK July, 
firft land made by the Armada, about fun-fet; and Th®Ar~ 
as the Spaniards took it for the Ram-head near 
Plymouth, they bore out to lea with an intention o f the chan- 
returning next day, and attacking the Engliih navy* nel*
They were defcried by Fleming, a Scottiih pirate, 
who was roving in thole leas, and who immediately 
fet fail to inform the Engliih admiral o f their ap
proach c: Another fortunate event which contributed 
extremely to the fafety o f the fleet. Effingham had 
juft time to get out o f port, when he law the Spanifh 
Armada coming full fail towards him, dilpofed in the 
form o f a crefcent, and ftretching the diftance o f  
feven miles from the extremity o f  one divilion to 
that o f the other.

T h e  writers o f that age raife their ftyle by a 
pompous defcription of this fpe&acle; the molt 
magnificent that had ever appeared upon the ocean, 
infufing equal terror and .admiration into the minds 
of all beholders. The lofty mails, the fwelling fails, 
and the towering prows of the Spanilh galleons, feem 
impoffible to be juftly painted, but by affuming the 
colours o f poetry; and an eloquent hiftorian o f 
Italy, in imitation o f Camden, has aflerted, that the 
Armada, though the Ihips bore every fail, yet ad-
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C h a  p . vanced with a flow motion ; as i f  the ocean groaned
^XLri; i / with fupporting, and the winds were tired with im- 

15,«8. polling, fo enormous a weightd. T he truth, how
ever, is, that the largeft o f  the Spaniih veffels would 
fcarcely pafs for third rates in the prefent navy of 
England ; yet were they fo ill framed, or fo ill go
verned, that they were quite unwieldy, and could 
not fail upon a wind, nor tack on oceafion, nor be 
managed' in ftormy weather by the feamen. Nei
ther the mechanics o f fhip-building, nor the expe
rience of mariners, Had attained fo great perfedion 
as could ferve for the fecurity and government of 
fuch bulky veffels ; and the Engliih, who had already 
had experience how unferyiceable they commonly 
were, beheld without diTmay their tremendous ap
pearance. -

E ffingham gave orders not to come to clofo 
fight, with the Spaniards ; where the fize of the fhips, 
he fufpected, and the numbers of the foldiersi would 
be a difad vantage to the Engliih ; but to cannonade 
them at a drftance, and* to wait- thé opportunity 
which , winds, currents, or various accidents, muft 
afford: him, of intercepting fome fcattered veffels of 
the enemy. Nor was it long before the event an- 
fwered expedition. A  great fhip o f Bifcay, on 
board of which was a confiderable part o f  the Spaniflv 
money, took fire by accident ; and while all hands 
were employed in extinguiihing the flames, ihe fell 
behind the reft; o f the Armada: The great galleon 
o f Andaluzia was detained by the ipringing o f her 
maft ; And both thefe veflèls were taken after fome 
refiftance, by fir Francis Drake. As the Armada 
advanced up the channel, the Engliih hung upon its 
rear, and ftill infefted it with ikirmilhes. Each trial 
abated the confidence o f the Spaniards, and added 
courage to the Engliih ; and the latter foon found*

3̂ . H I S T O R Y  OF E N G L A N D .

d B enti voglio, part ii. lib, 4.,

that



E L I Z A B E T H ,

that even in dole fight the fize o f the SpanUH lhips 
was no advantage to them. Their bulk ejfpofed 
them the more to the fire o f  the enemy ; while their 
èannon, placed too high, foot over the heads o f the 
Engliih. The alarm having now reached the coa$ 
of England, the nobility and gentry haftenèd out 
■ with their vefiels from every harbour, and reinforced 
the admiral. The earls of Oxford, Northumber
land, and Cumberland, fir Thomas Cecil, fir Ro^ 
ber Cecil, fir Walter Raleigh, fir Thomas Vavafor, 
fir Thomas Gerrard, fir Charles Blount, with many 
others, diftinguifhed themfelves by this generous 
and difinterefted fervice of their country. T h e 
Engliih fleet, after the conjunftion o f thofe lhips, 
amounted to a hundred and forty fail.

T h e  Armada had now reached Calais, and caft 
anchor before that place; in expe&ation that th$ 
duke of Parma, who had gotten intelligence of their 
approach, would put to fea and join his forces to 
them. The Engliih admiral praftifed here a fijc- 
cefsful ftratagem upon the Spaniards. ' H e  took 
eight o f his imaller lhips, and filling them with all 
combuftible materials, fent them one after another 
into the rhidft of the enemy. T he Spaniards fancied 
that they were fireihips o f the fame contrivance with 
a famous veffel which had lately done fo much exe
cution in the Schelde near Antwerp ; and they im
mediately cut their cables, and took to flight with 
the greateft diforder and precipitation. T he E ng
liih fell upon them next morning while in confufion; 
and befides doing great damage to other ihips, they 
took or deftroyed about twelve o f the enemy.

By this time it was become apparent, that thè 
intention for which thefe preparations were made by 
the Spaniards, was entirely fruftrated. T he veffels 
provided by the duke o f Parma were made for 
tranfporting foldiers, not for fighting; and that ge
neral, when urged to leave the harbour, pofitively

2  4 refufed
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C HA P ,  refuted to expofe his flourifhing army to fuch ap- 
?Sii: parent hazard; while the Engliih not only were able 

* to keep the tea, but teemed even to triumph over 
their enemy. T he Spanifh admiral found, in many 
rencounters, that while he loft fo confiderable a 
part o f his own navy, he had deftroyed only one 
fmall veil'd o f the Engliih; and he forefaw, that 
by continuing fo unequal a combat, he ;muft draw 
inevitable deftruclion on all the remainder- H e 
prepared therefore- to return homewards; but as 
the wind was contrary to his paffage through the 
channel, he refolved to fail northwards, and mak
ing the tour o f the iiland, reach the Spanifh har
bours by the ocean. The Englifh fleet followed 
him during fbme tim e: and had not their ammu
nition fallen ihort, by the negligence of the offices 
in fupplying them, they had obliged the whole 
Armada to furrender at difcretion. The duke of 
Medina- had once taken that refolution ; but was 
diverted from it by the advice of his confeffor. 
This conclufion of the enterprife would have been 
more glorious to the Englifh * but the event proved 

Defeated, almoft equally fatal to the Spaniards. A  violent 
tempeft overtook the Armada after it pafled the 
Orkneys: The ihips had already loft their anchors, 
and were obliged to <keep to tea: The, mariners, 
unaccuftomed to fuch hardships, and not able to 
govern fuch unwieldy veffels, yielded to the fury 
o f the florin, and allowed their fnips to drive either 
on the weftern ifles of Scotland, or on the coaft o f 

. Ireland, where they were miferably wrecked. Not 
a half of the navy returned to Spain and the tea
men as well as foldiers whp remained, were fo over
come with hardfhips and fatigue, and fo difpirited 
by their difcomfiture, ? that they filled ail Spain with 
accounts o f the deJperate valour of the Engliih, and 
o f  the tempeftuous violence of that ocean which 
furrounds them.
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S u c h  was the miferable and diihonourable con- c h  a p .yt  tt
clufion of an enterprife which had been preparing v ;; 
for three years, which had exhaufted the revenue 5̂88« 
and force o f Spain, and which had long filled all 
Europe with anxiety or expectation. Philip, who 
was a flave to his ambition, but had an entire com
mand over his countenance, no fooner heard of the 
mortifying event which blafted all his hopes, than 
he fell on his knees, and rendering thanks for that 
gracious difpeniation o f Providence, exprefièd his 
joy that the calamity was not greater. T he Spanifh 
priefts, who had fo often bleft this holy crufade, and 
foretold its infallible fuccefs, were fomewhat at a 
lofs to account for the viélory gained over the ca
tholic monarch by excommunicated heretics and an 
execrable ufurper : But they at laft* diicovered, that 
all the calamities o f the Spaniards had proceeded 
from their allowing the infidel Moors to live among 
them e.

S o o n  after the defeat and difperfion of the Spanifh 15S9* 
Armada, the queen fummoned a new: parliament ; 4tîi Feb“ 
and received from them a fupply o f  two fubfxdies 
and four fifteenths, payable in four years. This is 
the firft initance that fubfidies were doubled in one 
fupply ; and fo unufual a concefiion was probably 
obtained from the joy o f the prefent fuccefs, and 
from the general fenfe o f  the queen’s necfeffities.
Some members objected to this heavy charge, on 
account o f the great burthen o f loans which had 
lately been impofed upon thé nationf.

E l i z a b e t h  forefaw, that this houfe o f  commons, A parfia- 
likè all the foregoing, would be governed by the ment, 

puritans ; and therefore, to obviate their enterprifes, 
ihe renewed at the beginning o f the ièfïion her ufual 
injunâion, that the parliament ihould not on any 
account prefume to treat o f  matters eccleiiaftical. 
Notwithftanding this ftrift inhibition, the zeal o f

e See note [C C ] at the end of the volume, 
f See note [DD j at the end of the volume.
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one Damport moved him to prefent a bill to the 
commons for remedying ipiritual grievances, and 
for reftraining the tyranny o f the ecelefiaftical com- 
million, which were certainly great : But when Mr. 
fecretary Woley reminded the houfe o f her majefty’s 
commands, no one dürft lecond the motion; the 
bill was not lb much as read ; and the fpeaker re
turned it to Damport without taking the leaft no
tice of i t g. Some members o f the houle, notwith- 
Handing the general fubmiffion, were even com
mitted to cuftody on account o f this attempt \

T he imperious conduct o f Elizabeth appeared 
Sill more clearly in another parliamentary tranfac- 
tion. The right o f purveyance was an ancient pre
rogative, by which the officers o f the crown could 
át pleafúre take provifions for the houfehold from 
all the neighbouring counties, and could make ufe 
o f the- carts and carriages of the farmers ; and the 
price o f thefe commodities and fervices was fixed 
and ftatedi T he payment o f the money was often 
diftant and uncertain; and thé rates, being fixed- 
before thé difcovery of the Weft-Indies, were much 
inferior to the1 prefent market price ; lb that pur
veyance, befides the ila very o f it, was always 
regarded as a great burthen, and being arbitrary 
and Gafual, was liable to great abufes. W e may 
fairly préfume, that the hungry courtiers of Eliza
beth, fupported by her unlimited power, would be 
fure to render this prerogative very oppreffive to 
the people; and the commons had laft feffion found 
k  néceÉifj to pafs a- bill for regulating thefe ex
actions : : But the bilí was loft in the houfe o f peers k 
T h e continuance of the abufes begat a new attempt 
for redréfe; and the fame bill was now revived, and 
again lent up to the houfe o f peers, together with a 
bill for feme new regulations in the court o f 
exchequer. Soon after the commons received a

g D’ Ewes, p. 43Î, * Sicype^ Life o f WhKgift, p. 2S0.
Neal, voi. i. p. 50c. * B ’Ewes, p. 434,
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meflage from the upper houfe, defiring them to ap- c- h a  p . 
point a committee for a conference. A t  this con- t x ! ^ ^ , 
ference, the peers informed them, that the queen, , 5«9%
by a mefTage delivered by lord Burleigh, had ex- 
prefied her difpleafure, that the commons ihould 
prefume to touch on her prerogative. I f  there- 
were any abufes, ihe faid, either in impofing pur
veyance, or in the praftice o f the court o f exche
quer, her majefty was both able and willing to pro
vide due reformation; but would not permit the 
parliament to intermeddle in thefe matters V  T h e  
commons, alarmed at this intelligence, appointed 
another committee to attend the quedn* and endea
vour to iatisfy her o f their humble and dutiful in
tentions. Elizabeth gave a gracious reception to 
the committee: She exprefled her great inefiimalle 
loving care towards her loving fubjeits; which* fhe: 
faid, was greater than o f her own felf, or even than 
any o f them could have o f themfelves: She told 
themy that ihe Had already given orders for an in
quiry into the abufes attending purveyance, but; the1 
dangers o f the Spanifh invafion had retarded the"' 
progrefs o f  the defign $ that file had as1 much fkill, 
will, and power to rule her houiehold as any fubje£ts; 
whatfoever to govern theirs; and needed as little the>; 
aififfance o f her neighbours; that the exchequer was 
her chamber, confequently more near to her than 
even her houfehold, arid therefore the lefs proper 
for them to intermeddle with; and that Ihe would 
of herfelf, with advice o f  her council and the judges,, 
redrefs every grievance in theft matters* but would1 
not permit the commons, by laws moved without 
her privity, to bereave her o f  the honour attending 
theft regulations1. T h e iilue o f  this matter was the 
feme that attended all contefts between Elizabeth 
and her parliaments1“. She feems even to have'

* D ’Ewes, p. 440* 1 Ibid. p. 444.
m S t rixg  f jl} »¿V tu eg? v a p u h  tar*tuir.* Juv.

been



c h a p , teen more imperious in this particular than her pre- 
t XLIi deceflors i at ^er more remote ones: For they 

*5$9- often permitted the abufes o f purveyance11 to be 
redreiTed by law 0. Edward III. a very arbitrary 
prince, allowed ten feveral ftatutes to be enafted 
for that purpofe.

I n fo great awe did the commons ftand of every 
courtier, as well as o f the crown, that they durft 
ufe no freedom of fpeech which they thought would 
give the leaft offence to any of them. Sir Edward 
Hobby fhewed in the houle his extreme grief, that 
by feme great perfonage, not a member o f the houfe, 
he had been lharply rebuked for fpeeches delivered 
in parliament: H e craved the favour o f the houfe, 
and defired that feme of the members might inform 
that great perfonage o f his true meaning and inten
tion in thefe fpeechesp. The commons, to obviate 
thefe inconveniences, palled a vote that no one 
lhould reveal the fecrets o f the houfe

T h e  difcomfiture o f the Armada had begotten in 
the nation a kind o f enthufiaftic paflion for enter- 
prifes againft Spain; and nothing feemed now im- 
poffible to be atchieved by the valour and fortune of; 
the Englilh. Don Antonio, prior of Crato,^ a na-: 
tural fon o f the royal family o f Portugal, trufting * 
to the averfion o f his countrymen againft the Ca- 
ftilians, had advanced a claim to the crown; and 
flying firfl to France, thence to England, had been 
encouraged both by Henry and Elizabeth in his 

Pxpcdu pretenfions. A  defign was formed by the people, 
againft not court ° f  England, to conquer the kingdom
Portugal, for don Antonio: Sir Francis Drake and fir John 

Norris were the leaders in this romantic enterprife:
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Kear twenty thoufand volunteersr enlifted thenrt- C  h  a p ,  
felves in the fervice: And fhips were hired, as well , f 
as arms provided, at the charge o f the adventurers. ,5*^ 
The queen’s frugality kept her from contributing 
more than fixty thoufand pounds to the expence 5 
and fhe only allowed fix o f her fhips o f war to attend 
the expedition5. There was more fpirit and bra
very, than forefight or prudence, in the condu& o f 
this enterprife. T he fmall ftock of the adventurers 
did not enable them to buy either provifions or am
munition fufficient for fuch an undertaking: They 
even wanted vefieJs to flow the numerous volunteers 
who crowded to them; and they were obliged to 
feize by force fome fhips o f the Hanfe Towns, which 
they met with at fea: A n  expedient which fet them 
fome what more at eafe in point of room for their 
men, but remedied not the deficiency o f their pro
vifions l. H ad they failed direftly to Portugal, it 
is believed, that the good-will o f  the people, joined 
to the defencelefs ftate o f  the country, might have 
enfured them of fuccefs: But hearing that great pre
parations were making at the Groine for the inva- 
fion o f England, they were induced to go thither 
and deftrcy this new armament o f Spain. They 
broke into the harbour, burned fome fhips of war, 
particularly one commanded by Recalde, vice-ad
miral o f Spain ; they defeated an army o f four or 
five thoufand mert, which was aiiembled to oppofe 
them; they afiaulted the Groine, and took the lower 
town, which they pillaged; and they would have 
taken the higher, though well fortified, had they not 
found their ammunition and provifions beginning to 
fail them. T he young earl o f Efiex, a nobleman 
of promifing hopes, fired with the third: o f military

r Birch's Memoirs of queen Elizabeth, vol, i. p. fir. Monion, 
p. 167. fays, that there were only fourteen thoufand foldiers and 
four thoufand feamen in the whole on this expedition ; But the ac~ 
count contained in Dr. Birch, is given by one of the moil conGder- 
able of the adventurers*

1 MonfoiJ, p, 267, * Ibid, p, 159.
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honour, had fecretly, unknown to the queen, ftolcri 
from England, here joined the adventurers; and it 
was -then agreed by common confent to make fail 
for Portugal, the main objeCt o f their enterprife.

T h e  Engliih landed at Paniche, a fea-port town, 
twelve leagues from Lifbon; and Norris led the 
army to that capital, while Drake undertook to fail 
up the river, and attack the city with united forces. 
By this time the court o f  Spain had gotten leifure 
to prepare againft the invafion. Forces were thrown 
into Lifbon: The Portuguefe were difarmed: A ll 
fufpeCted perfons were taken into cuftody: And 
.thus, though the inhabitants bore great affe&ion to 
don Antonio, none of them durft declare in favour 
o f the invaders. The Engliih army, however, made 
themfelves matters o f the fuburbs, which abounded 
with riches of all kinds; but as they defired to con
ciliate the affections of the Portuguefe, and were 
more intent on honour than profit,.they obferved a 
ilrift .difcipline, and abftained from all plunder. 
Meanwhile, they found their ammunition and pro- 
vifions much exhaufted; they had not a fingle can
non to make a breach in the walls; the admiral had 
not been able to pafs feme fortrefles which guarded 
the river; there was no appearance o f an infurrec- 
tion in their favour; ficknefs, from fatigue, hunger, 
and intemperance in wine and fruits, had feized the 
arm y: So that it was found neceflary to make all 
pottible hafte to reimbark. They were not purfued 
by the enemy; and finding at the mouth o f the 
river, fixty (hips laden with naval (lores, they feized 
them as lawful prize; though they belonged to the 
Hanfe Towns, a neutral power. They failed thence 
to Vigo, which they took and burned; and having 
ravaged the country around, they fet fail and arrived 
;in England. Above half of thefe gallant adventurers 
periihed by ficknefs, famine, fatigue, and the fwordu;

u Birch’s Memoirs, vol, i.

and
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end England reaped more honour chan profit from G P* 
this extraordinary enterprife. It is computed than L ‘ y_j_~' t 
eleven hundred gentlemen embarked on board the 15S9. * 
fleet, and that only three hundred and fifty furvived 
thofe multiplied difafters K.

W hen thefe fhips were on their voyage home
wards, they met with the earl o f Cumberland, who 
was outward bound, with a fleet o f feven fail, all 
equipped at his own charge, except one fhip o f war 
which the queen had lent him. That nobleman 
fupplied fir Francis Drake with fome provisions; a 
generofity which faved the lives o f many of Drake's 
men, but for which the others afterwards fuffered 
feverely. Cumberland failed towards the Terceras, 
and took feveral prizes from the enemy j but the 
richeft, valued at a hundred thoufand pounds, pe- 
rifhed in her return, with all her cargo, near St. 
Michael's Mount in Cornwal. Many of thefe ad
venturers were killed in a rafh attempt at the T er- 
ceras; a great mortality feized the reft: And it was 
with difficulty that the few hands which remained- 
were able tofteer the Chips back into harbour y.

T hough the fignal advantages gained over the Affairs-of 
Spaniards, and the fpirit thence infufed into the,Eng- Scotland, 
liih, gave Elizabeth great fecurity during the reft 
of her reign, ihe could not forbear keeping an anx
ious eye on Scotland, whofe fituation rendered its 
revolutions always of importance to her. It might 
have been expeited, that this highTpirited princefs> 
who knew fb well to brave danger, would not have 
retained that malignant jealoufy towards her heir, 
with which, during the life-time o f Mary, fhe had 
been fc much agitated. James had indeed fucceed- 
ed to all the claims o f his mother $ but he had not 
fucceeded to the favour o f the catholics, which 1

1 Birch's Memoirs, vol. l, p. 6*. r Monfos, p.

could
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c h a p , could alone render thefe claims dangerousz : And 
XLI1, as the queen was now well advanced in years, and

^1589!  ̂ enjoyed an uncontrolled authority over her fubjedts, 
it was not likely that the king o f Scots, who was 
o f  an indolent unambitious temper, would ever give 
her any diiturbance in her pofTeftion o f the throne. 
Y e t all thefe circumftances could not remove her 
timorous fuipicions: And fo far from fatisfying the 
nation by a fettlement of the fucceifion, or a decla
ration of James’s title, fhe was as anxious to pre
vent every incident which might anywiie raife his 
credit, or procure him the regard o f the Engliih, 
as if  he had been her immediate rival and compe
titor. Molt of his minifters and favourites were 
her pcnfioners; and as ihe was defirous to hinder 
him from marrying and having children, fhe obli
ged them to throw obftacles in the way o f  every 
alliance, even the moil reafonable, which could be 
offered him ; and during fome years fhe fucceeded 
in this malignant policy1. H e had fixed on the 

. elder daughter of the king o f Denmark, who being 
a remote prince and not powerful, could give her no 
umbrage j yet did fhe fo artfully crofs this negotia
tion, that the Danifh monarch, impatient o f delay, 
married his daughter to the duke o f Brunfwick. 
James then renewed his fuit to the younger prin- 
cefs; and ftill found obftacles frorjn'the intrigues o f 
Elizabeth, who, merely with a view o f interpofing 
delay, propofed to him the fifter of the king of 
Navarre, a princefs much older than himfelf, and 
entirely deftitute of fortune. The young king, 
befides the defire of fecuring himfelf by the pro- 
fpedt o f iffue, from thofe traiterous attempts, too 
frequent among his fubjects, had been fo watched 
by the rigid aufterity o f the ecclefiaftics, that he 

- had another inducement to marry, which is not fo

3S2 H I S T O R Y  O f  E N G L A N D .
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ufual with monarchs. His impatience therefore c h a p . 
broke through all the politics o f Elizabeth: The , XLir* . 
articles of marriage were fettled: T h e ceremony i 5s9. 
was performed by proxy: And the princeis em
barked for Scotland; but was driven by a ftorm 
into a port of Norway. This tempeft, and iome 
others which happened near the fame time* were 
univerfally believed. in Scotland and Denmark to 
have proceeded from a combination o f the Scottiih 
and Danifh witches; and the dying confeffion o f the 
criminals was fuppofed to put the accufation beyond 
all controverfy b. James * however, though a great 
believer in forcery, was not deterred by this inci
dent from taking a voyage in order to conduit his 
bride home: H e arrived in Norway; carried the 
queen thence to Copenhagen; and haying paffed 
the winter in that city, he brought her next ipririg 
to Scotland, where they were joyfully received by 
the people. The clergy alone, who never negleited 
an opportunity of vexing their prince, made oppo- 
fition to the queen's coronation, on account o f the 
ceremony of anointing her, which they alleged was 
either a Jewifh or a popiih rite $ and therefore ut
terly antichriftian and unlawful. But James was as 
much bent on the ceremony as they were averfe to 
it; and after much controverfy and many intrigues, 
his authority, which had not often happened, at laft 
prevailed over their oppoikion c.

b Melvilj p. iSo, c Spctfwoodj p, 381,
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C H A P .  X L III .

french affairs------Murder of the duke of G uife
Murder of Henry III.------ Progrefs of Henry IV .
------ N ava l enterprifes againjl Spain------ A  par
liament—----Henry IV . emir aces the catholic reli
gion------Scotch affairs------N ava l enterprifes------
A  parliament------Peace of Vervins----- ffhe  earl
of EJfex.

C H A P .  A F T E R  a ftate o f great anxiety and many 
* Jl \  difficulties* Elizabeth had at length reached a 

fituation where, though her affairs {till required at
tention, and found employment for her aCtive fpirit, 
ihe was removed from all danger of any immediate 
revolution, and might regard the efforts o f her ene- 

* mies with feme degree o f confidence and fecurity. 
H er fuccefsful and prudent adminiftration had 
gained her, together with the admiration of 
foreigners, the affections o f her own fubjeCts ; and 
after the death of the queen o f Scots, even the 
catholics, however difcontented, pretended not to 
difpute her title, or adhere to any other perlon as her 
competitor. James, curbed by his factious nobility 
and ecclefiaftics, poffeffed at home very little au
thority; and was iolicitous to remain on good terms 
with Elizabeth and the Engliih nation, in hopes 
that time, aided by his patient tranquillity, would 
fecure him that rich fucceflion to which his birth 
entitled him. The Hollanders, though over
matched in their conteft with Spain, ftill made an 
obftinate refiftance; and fuch was their unconquer
able antipathy to their old matters, and fuch the 
prudent conduCt o f young Maurice, their governor,

13 that



that the iubduing o f that fmall territory, i f  at all 
poflible, muft be the work of years, and the refult v _ * r
o f many and great fucceffes. Philip, who in his 1590. 
powerful effort againft England, had been trans
ported by reientnnent and ambition beyond his ufual 
cautious maxims, was now difabled, and ftill more 
difcouraged, from adventuring again on fuch ha
zardous enterprifes. T h e fituation alfo o f  affairs 
in France began chiefly to employ his attention; 
but notwithstanding all his artifice, and force, and 
expence, the events in that kingdom proved every 
day more contrary to his expeditions, and more 
favourable to the friends and confederates o f Eng
land.

T he violence o f the league having conftrained French 
Henry to declare war againft the Hugonots, thefe affairs, 
religionifts feemed expofed to the utmoft danger; 
and Elizabeth, fenfible o f  the intimate connexion 
between her own interefts and thofe o f  that party, 
had fupported the king o f Navarre by her nego
tiations in Germany, and by large fums o f money, 
which ihe remitted for levying forces in that coun
try. This great prince, not difcouraged by the 
fuperiority o f his enemies, took the field; and in 
the year 1587 gained at Coutras, a complete vic
tory over the army o f the French king; but as his 
allies, the Germans, were at the fame time dif- 
comfited by the army o f the league, under the duke 
o f Guile, his fituation, notwithftanding his vidory, 
feemed ftill as defperate as ever. T he chief ad
vantage which he reaped by this diverfity o f fuccefs 
arofe from the diifenfions which by that means took 
place among his enemies. .The inhabitants of Paris, 
intoxicated with admiration o f Guife, and ftrongly 
prejudiced againft their king, v/hofe intentions had 
become fufpicious to them, took to arms, and 
obliged Henry to fly for his fafety. That prince, 
diflembling his refentment, entered into a nego
tiation with the league; and having conferred

A  a 2 many
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C ? fA manY high °ffices on Guife and his partifans* fum- 
lx _ r moned an aflembly o f the ftates at Blois, on pre- 

*59o. tence o f finding expedients to fupport the intended
war againft the Hugonots. The various fcenes of 
perfidy and cruelty, which had been exhibited in. 
France, had juftly begotten a mutual diffidence 
among all parties; yet Guife, trufting more to the 
timidity than honour of the king, raihly put him- 
felf into the hands o f that monarch, and expefted, 
by the afcendant o f his own genius, to make him 
fubmit to all his exorbitant pretenfions. Henry, 

Murder of though of an eafy difpofition, not Ready to his re- 
folutions, or*even to his promifes, wanted neither 
courage nor capacity; and finding all his fubtilties 
eluded by the vigour o f Guife, and even his throne 
expofed to the moft imminent danger, he embraced 
more violent counfels than were natural to him, and 
ordered that prince and his brother, the cardinal of 
Guife, to be afiaffinated in his palace.

. T h i s  cruel execution, which the neceffity o f it 
alone could excufe, had nearly proved fatal to the 
author, and feemed at firit to plunge him into 
greater dangers than thofe which he fought to avoid 
by taking vengeance on his enemy. The partifans 
p f the league were inflamed with the utmoft rage 
againft him: T he populace every where, particularly 
at Paris, renounced allegiance to h im : T he eccle- 
fiaftics and the preachers filled all places with exe- 
crations againft his nam e: And the moft powerful 
cities, and moft opulent provinces, appeared to 
combine in a refolution, either of renouncing mo
narchy, or o f changing their monarch. Henry, 
finding (lender refources among his catholic fubje&s, 
was conftrained to enter into a confederacy with the 
Hugonots and the king o f Navarre: H e enlifted 
large bodies o f Swifs infantry and German cavalry: 
And being ftill fupported by his chief nobility, he 
ailembled by all thefe means an army o f near forty 
thoufand men, and advanced to the gates o f  Paris,
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ready to crufh the league, and fubdue all his ene- c h a p - 
m ie s . T he defperate refolution of one man divert* , 
ed the courfe of thefe great events. Jaques Cle- 1590. 
rxient, a Dominican friar, inflamed by that bloody 
Ipirit o f bigotry which diftinguiihes this century, 
and a great part o f the following, beyond all ages 
of the world, embraced the refolution o f facrificing 
his own life, in order to fave the church from the 
perfecutions of a heretical tyrant; and being ad- Murder o f 
mitted, under fome pretext, to the king’s prefence, Hfnry the 

he gave that prince a mortal wound, and was im- third* 
mediately put to death by the courtiers, who haftily 
revenged the murder of their fovereign. This me
morable incident happened on the firfl o f Auguft

l 5$9 '
T h e  king of Navarre, next heir to the crown, 

aflumed the government by the title of Henry IV . 
but fucceeded to much greater difficulties than thole 
which furrounded his predeceffcr. T he prejudices 
entertained againft his religion made a great part o f  
the nobility immediately defert him ; and it was 
only by his promife o f hearkening to conferences and 
inftrudion, that he could engage any o f the catholics 
to adhere to his undoubted title. The league, go
verned by the duke o f Mayenne, brother to Guile, 
gathered new force; and the king o f Spain enter
tained views, either o f difmembering the French 
monarchy, or o f annexing the whole to his own 
dominions. In thefe diftrefsful circumftances 
Henry addrefled himfelf to Elizabeth, and found 
her well difpofed to contribute to his affiftance, and 
to oppofe the progrefs o f the catholic league, and o f 
Philip, her inveterate and dangerous enemies. T o  
prevent the defertion o f his Swifs and German 
auxiliaries, Ihe made him a prefent o f  twenty-two 
thqufand pounds; a greater fum than, as he de- ; 
dared, he had ever feen before: And ihe fent him 
a reinforcement o f four thoufand men, under lord 
Willoughby, an officer o f reputation, who joined

A  a 3 the
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C  h  A  P , the French at Dieppe. Strengthened by thefe fup- 
^XLiri. pjieSj Henry marched direftly to Paris and having 

*590. ~ taken the fuburbs fword in hand, he abandoned them 
to be pillaged by his foldiers. H e employed this 
body o f Englifh in many other enterprifes; and ftill , 
found reafon to praife their courage and fidelity. 
T h e time of their fervice being elapfed, he difmiffed. 
them with many high commendations. Sir William, 
Drury, fir Thomas Baikerville, and fir John Bo
roughs acquired reputation this campaign, and re
vived in France the ancient fame of Engliih va
lour.

Progrefs o f T h e  army, which Henry next campaign led into
Henry the the field, was much inferior to that o f the league; 
om * but as it was compofed o f the chief nobility o f 

France, he feared not to encounter his enemies in 
a pitched battle at Yvree, and he gained a complete 
vidlory over them. This fuccefs enabled him to 
blockade Paris, and he reduced that capital to the 
laft extremity o f famine: When the duke o f Par
ma, in confequence o f orders from Philip, marched 

' to the relief o f the league, and obliged Henry to raife 
the blockade. Having performed this important 
fervice, he retreated to the Low Countries; and, by 
his confummate fkiil in the art o f war, performed 
thefe long marches in the face of the enemy, with
out affording the French monarch that opportunity 
which he fought, of giving him battle, or fo much 
as once putting his army in diforder. The only 
lofs which he fuftained was in the Low Countries; 
where prince Maurice took advantage of his ab- 
lence, and recovered fome places which the duke of 
Parma had formerly conquered from the States d. 

j59,. T h e  fituation of Henry's affairs, though pro- 
mifing, was not fo well advanced or eftablifhed as 
to make the queen difcontinue her fuccours j and 
ihe was ftill more confirmed in the refolutipn o f **

** See note [FF^ at the end of die volume.
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358 H I S T O R Y  OF E N G L A N D .



fupporting him by fome advantages gained by the 
king o f Spain. T h e duke of Mercceür, governor 
of Britanny, a prince o f the houfe of Lorraine, had 
declared for the league; and finding him fdf hard 
preiled by Henry's forces, he had been obliged, in 
order to fecure himfelf, to introduce fome Spanifh 
troops into the fea-port towns of that province* 
Elizabeth was alarmed at the danger; and forefaw 
that the Spaniards, befides infefting the Englifh 
commerce by privateers, might employ theie har
bours as the feat o f  their naval preparations, and 
might more eafily from that vicinity, than from 
Spain or Portugal, proje£t an invafion o f England. 
She concluded, therefore, a new treaty with Henry, 
in which the engaged* to fend over three thoufand 
men, to be employed in the reduction o f  Britanny, 
and Ihe ftipulated that her charges ihQpld, in a 
twelvemonth, or as foon as the enemy was expelled, 
be refunded herc. Thefe forces were commanded- 
by fir John Norris, and under him by his bro^ier^ 
Henry, and by Anthony Shirley. Sir Roger W il
liams was at the head o f a fmall body which garri- 
foned D ieppe: And a fquadron o f ihips, under the 
command o f fir Henry Palmer, lay upon the coait 
of France, and intercepted all the v effete belonging 
to the Spaniards or the leaguers.

T he operations o f war can very little be regu
lated beforehand by any treaty or agreement; and 
Henry, who found it neceffary to lay aiide the pro
jected enterprife againit Britanny, perfuaded the 
Engliih commanders to join his army, and to take 
a ihare in the hoftilities which he carried into P i
cardy f. Notwithftanding the difguft which Eliza
beth received from this difappointment, he laid be
fore her a plan for expelling the leaguers from N or
mandy, and perfuaded her to fend over a new body
of four thoufand men to afiift him in that enter-

*

f Rymer, tom. xiv, p. 1 16.
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c h a p , prife. The earl o f EfTex was appointed general o f  
thefe forces; a young nobleman, who, by many 

I591. exterior accomplifhments, and ftill more real merit, 
yvas daily advancing in favour with Elizabeth, and 
feemed to occupy that place in her aifedlions which 
Leicefter, now deceafed, had fo long enjoyed, Eifex, 
impatient for military fame, was extremely imeafy 
to lie fome time at Dieppe unemployed; and had 
not the orders which he received from his miftrefs 
been fo pofitive, he would gladly have accepted of 
Henry's invitation, and have marched to join the 
French army now in Champagne. This plan of 
operations was alfo propofed to Elizabeth by the 
French ambaffador; but ihe reje&ed it with great 
difpleafure; and (he threatened immediately to re- 
cal her troops, if  Henry ihould perfevere any longer 
in his prefent praftice, o f breaking all concert with 
her, and attending to nothing but his own intereftss. 
Urged by thefe motives, the French king at Jail led 
Jus army into Normandy, and laid fiege to Rouen, 
whifch he reduced to great difficulties. But the 
league, unable o f themfdves to take the field againft 

, him, had again recourfe to the duke of Parma, who 
received orders to march to their relief. H e exe
cuted this enterprife with his ufual abilities and fuc- 
cefs ; and, for the prefenr, fruitrated all the projects 
o f  Henry and Elizabeth. This princefs, who kept 
ftill in view the interefts o f her own kingdom in all 
her foreign tranfadlions, was impatient under thefe 
flifappointments, blamed Henry for his negligence 
in the execution o f treaties, and complained that the 
Englifh forces were thruft foremoft in every hazard
ous enterprife \  It is probable, however, that their 
own' ardent courage, and their defire o f diftinguifh- 
ing themfelves in fo celebrated a theatre o f  war, 
were the caufes why they fo often enjoyed this pe
rilous honour.

t  Birch’s Negotiations, p. 5, Rymer, tom. xiv. p, 1*3. 140. 
h Camden, p, 56a, "

N o t w i t h -
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N otw ith standing  the indifferent fuccefs o f c H 4 F* 
former enterprifes, the queen was fenfible how ne- t 
ceffary it was to fupport Henry againft the league , 59I. 
and the Spaniards ; and fhe formed a new treaty . 
with him, in which they agreed never to make peace 
with Philip but by common confent; Jhe promifed 
to fend him a new fupply o f  four thou fund men ; 
and he ftipulated to repay her charges in a twelve- 
month, to employ thefe forces, joined to a body of 
French troops, in an expedition againft Britanny, 
and to confign into her hands a fea-port town of 
that province, for a retreat to the Englifh \ Henry 
knew the impoifibility o f executing fame o f thefe 
articles, and the imprudence o f fulfiling others ; but 
finding them rigidly infifted on by Elizabeth, he 
accepted o f her luccours, and trufted that he might 
eafily, on fbme pretence, be able to excuie his 
failure in executing his part o f the treaty, This 
campaign was the leaft fuccefsful o f all thole which 
he had yet carried on againft the league.

D u r i n g  thefe military operations in France, Naval en- 

Elizabeth employed her naval power againit Philip, 
and endeavoured to intercept his W eft Indian trea- Spain, 
fares, the fource o f that greatnefs which rendered 
him fo formidable to all his neighbours. She fent 
a fquadron o f feven fhips, under the command o f 
lord Thomas Howard, for this fervice; but the king 
of Spain, informed o f her purpofe, fitted out a great 
force o f fifty-five fail, and difpatched them to efcort 
the Indian fleet. They fell in with the Englifh 
fquadron; and, by the courageous obflinacy of fir 
Richard Grenville, the vice-admiral, who refufed to 
make his efcape by .flight, they took one vefTel, the 
firft Englifh fhip o f war that had yet fallen into - 
the hands o f the Spaniards1". The reft of the 
fquadron returned fafely into England; fruftrated

1 Rymer, vol. xvi. p. 151. 16S. 171* 173*
k See note [G G ] at the end of the volume.
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C H A P ,  o f their expectations, but pleafing themfelves with 
^xlxii^  tjie ¡(jea tjjat their attempt had not been altogether 

i59i> fruitlefs in hurting the enemy. The Indian fleet 
had been fo long detained in the Havanna from the 
fear o f the Engliih, that they were obliged at laft to 
fet fail in an improper feafon, and moft o f them pe- 
riihed by ihipwreck ere they reached the Spanilh 
harbours1. T he earl o f Cumberland made al i ke 
unfuccefsful entcrprife againft the Spanifh trade. 
H e carried out one ihip o f the queen’s, and feven 
others equipped at his own expence ; but the prizes 
which he made did not compenfate the charges m.

T he fpirit o f thefe expenfive and hazardous ad
ventures was very prevalent in England. Sir W al
ter Raleigh, who had enjoyed great favour with 
the queen, finding his intereft to decline, deter
mined to recover her good graces by fome important 
undertaking; and as his reputation was high among 
his countrymen, he perfuaded great numbers to en
gage with him as volunteers in an attempt on the 

J59z, W eft Indies. T he fleet was detained fo long in the 
Channel by contrary winds, that the feafcn was loft: 
Raleigh was recalled by the queen: Sir Martin 
Frobifher fucceeded to the command, and made a 
privateering voyage againft the Spaniards. H e  
took one rich carrack near the ifland o f Flores, and 
deftroyed anothern. About the fame time Thomas 
W  hite, a Londoner, took two Spaniih ihips, 
which, beiides fourteen hundred chefts o f quick- 
filver, contained above two millions o f bulls for 
indulgences; a commodity ufelefs to the Engliih, 
but which had coft the king of Spain three hun
dred thoufand florins, and would have been fold by 
him in the indies for five millions,

T h i s  war did great damage to Spain ; but it was 
attended with confiderable expence to England 3

1 Monfon, p. 165. m Ibid, p, 169.
* Ibid, p, 165, Camden, p, 569,
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and Elizabeth’s minifters computed, that iince the C^ ^ IP* 
commencement of it, ihe had fpent in Flanders and . -S j 
France,, and on her naval expeditions,, above one *5$*^ 
million two, hundred thoufand pounds0; a charge 
which, notwithftanding her extreme frugality, was, 
too burdenfome for her narrow revenues tofupport.
She fummoned therefore a parliament in order to. 1593* 
obtain fupply: But ihe either thought her authority 
fo eftabliihed that Ihe needed to make them no, menu 
conceilions in return, or flic rated her power and 
prerogative above m oney: For there never was any 
parliament whom fhe treated in a more haughty 
manner, whom ihe made more fenfible o f their own 
weaknefs, or whofe privileges ihe more openly vio
lated. When the fpeaker, fir Edward Coke, made 
the three ufual requefts, o f freedom from arrefts, 
of accefs to her perfon, and o f liberty o f fpeech, 
ihe replied to him by the mouth of Puckering, lord 
keeper, that liberty o f ipeech was granted to the 
commons, but they muft know what liberty they 
were entitled to ; not a liberty for every one to fpeak, 
what he lifteth, or what cometh in his brain to 
utter; their privilege extended no farther than a 
liberty o f Aye or N o : That fhe enjoined the ipeaker, 
if he perceived any idle heads fo negligent o f their 
own fafety as to attempt reforming the church, or 
innovating in the commonwealth, that he ihould re- 
fufe the bills exhibited for that purpofe, till they were 
examined by fuch as were fitter to confider o f theie 
things, and could better judge o f them : That ihe 
would not impeach the freedom o f their perfons.; 
but they muft beware left, under colour o f this pri
vilege, they imagined that any neglect o f their duty 
could be covered or protected : And that ihe would 
not refufe them accefs to her perfon, provided it 
were upon urgent and weighty caufes, and at times
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convenient, and when Ihe might have leifure from 
other important affairs o f the realm p.

N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  the menacing and con
temptuous air o f this fpeech, the intrepid and inde
fatigable Peter Wentworth, not difcouraged by his 
former ill fuecefs, ventured to tranigrels the imperial 
orders of Elizabeth. H e prefented to the lord 
keeper a petition, in which he defired the upper 
houfe to join with the lower in a fupplication to her 
majefty for entailing the fuccefiion o f the crown j 
and he declared that he had a bill ready prepared for 
that purpofe. This method o f proceeding was fuf- 
ficiently reipeftful and cautious; but the fubjeft 
was always extremely difagreeable to the queen, and 
what Ihe had exprefsly prohibited any one from 
meddling with: ihe fent Wentworth immediately to 
the Tow er; committed fir Thomas Bromley* who 
had feconded him, to the Fleet prifon, together with 
Stevens and W elih, two members to whom fir 
Thomas had communicated his intention L About 
a fortnight after, a motion was made in the houfe, t o , 
petition the queen for the releafe o f thefe members; 
but it was anfwered by all the privy-counfellors 
there prefen t, that her majefty had committed them 
for caufes beft known to herfelf  ̂ and that to prefs 
her on that head would only tend to the prejudice 
o f  the gentlemen whom they meant to ferve: She 
would releafe them whenever ihe thought proper, 
and would be better pleafed to do it o f her own 
proper motion, than from their fuggeftion r. The 
houfe willingly acqusefced in this reai'oning.

So arbitrary an aft, at the commencement o f the 
feffion, might well reprefs all farther attempts for 
freedom: But the religious zeal o f the puritans was 
not fo eafily reftrained; and it infpired a courage 
which no human motive was able to furmount-

p D ’Ewes, p. 4.60, 4-69. Townlend, p. 37.
*  .D’ E vves, p . 4 7 0 , T o w n fe n d , p . 5 4 . r D 'E w e s ,  p . 4 9 7 .

12 Morrice,

H I S T O R Y  OF E N G L A N D .



Morrice> chancellor o f the dutchy, and attorney o f 
the court o f wards, made a motion for redrafting the 
abufes in the biihops1 courts, but above ail, in the 
high com million; where fubfcriptions, he faid, were 
exafted to articles at the pleafure o f the prelates; 
where oaths were irnpofed, obliging peribns to an- 
fwer to all queftions without diftindtion, even though 
they fhould tend to their own condemnation; and 
where every one who refufed entire fatisfadtion to 
the commiflioners was imprifoned, without relief or 
remedy3. This motion was feconded by fome 
members; but the minifters and privy-counfellors 
oppofed it, and foretold the confequences which 
enfued. T he queen fent for the fpeaker; and after 
requiring him to deliver to her Morrice’s bill, Ihe 
told him that it was in T er power to call parlia
ments, in her power to difTolve them, in her power 
to give affent or diifent to any determination which 
they fhould form : That her purpofe in fummoning 
this parliament was twofold, to have laws enadfed 
for the farther enforcement o f uniformity in religion, 
and to provide for the defence o f the nation againit 
the exorbitant power of Spain: That thefe two 
points ought, therefore, to be the objedt o f their 
deliberations: She had enjoined them already by 
the mouth o f the .lord keeper, to meddle neither 
with matters o f ftate nor religion ; and ihe wondered 
how any one could be fo affuming as to attempt a 
iubjedt ib . exprefsly contrary to her prohibition: 
That ihe was highly offended with this prefumption; 
and took the prefent opportunity to reiterate the 
commands given by the keeper, and to require that 
no bill, regarding either ftate affairs, or reforma
tion in caufes ecclefiaftical, be exhibited in the 
houfe: And that, in particular, ihe charged the 
fpeaker upon his allegiance, if  any fuch bills were
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. offered, abfolutely to refufe them a reading, and 
not fo much as permit-them to be debated by the 
members1. This command from the queen was 
fubmitted to without farther queftion. Morrice was 
feized in the houfe itfelf by a ferjeant at arms, dif- 
charged from his office o f chancellor o f the dutchy, 
incapacitated from any praftice in his profeffion as 
a common lawyer, and kept fome years prifoner in 
Tilbury caftle11.

T h e  queen having thus exprefsly pointed out both 
what the houfe ffiould and ihould not do, the com
mons were as obfequious to the one as to the other 
o f  her injunctions, They palled a law againft re- 
cufants; fuch a law as was fuited to the fevere cha  ̂
rafter of Elizabeth, and to the perfecuting fpirit of 
the age. It was intitled, An a h  to retain her ma- 

jeftfsfubjefts in their due obedience; and was meant, 
as the preamble declares, to obviate fuch inconve
niences and perils as might grow from the wicked 
praftices o f feditious feftaries and difloyal perfons: 
For thefe two fpecies of criminals were always, at 
that time, confounded together, as equally danger
ous to the peace of fociety. J t was enafted, that 
any perfon above fixteen years o f age, who obfti- 
nately refufed during the fpace o f a month fco attend 
public worihip, ffiould be committed to prifon; 
that if  after being condemned for this offence, he 
perfift three months in his refofal, he muft abjure 
the realm; and that if.he either refufe this condi
tion, or return after baniffim£nt, he Ihould. fuffer 
capitally as a felon without benefit of clergy *. This 
law bore equally hard upon the puritans and upon 
the catholics; and/had it not been impoled by the 
queen's authority, was certainly, in that refpeft, 
much Contrary to the private fenriments and incli
nations of the majority in the. houfe of commons.

1 D ’Ewes, p .4 7 4 .  47S. Tmvnfend, p, 68. 0 Hiylin’s
lliftory of ihe Prefbytetians, p. 32,0. * 35 Eliz. c.
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Very Httlc oppofition, however, appears there to c h a p * 
have been openly made to i t V  . XL 1̂X%

T h e  expences o f the war with Spain having re- , 593* 
tjuced the queen to great difficulties, the-grant o f 
fubfidies feems to have been the moft important bu- 
finefs o f .this parliament; and it was a fignal proof 
of the high fpirit o f  Elizabeth that, -while confcious 
of a prefent dependence on the commons, ihe opened 
the feflion with the moil: haughty treatment o f them, 
and covered her weaknefs under fuch a lofty ap
pearance of fuperiority* The commons readily 
voted two fubfidies and four fifteenths; but this 
fum not appearing fufficient to the court, an unu- 
fual expedient was fallen upon to induce them to 
make an enlargement in their conceffions. T h e 
peers informed the commons in a conference, that 
they could not give their alient to the fupply voted, 
thinking it too fmall for the queen's occafions:
They therefore propofed a grant of three fubfidies 
and fix fifteenths; and defired a farther conference 
in order to perfuade the commons to agree to this 
meafure* T he commons, who had acquired the 
privilege of beginning bills o f fubfidy, took offence 
at this procedure o f the lords, and at firft abfolutely 
reje&ed the propofal: But being afraid, on reflec
tion, that they had by  this refufal given offence to 
their fuperiors, they both agreed to the conference, 
and afterwards voted the additional fubfidy

T he queen, notwithftancling this unufual con- 
ceffion of the commons, ended the feflion with a 
fpeech, containing foine reprimands to them, and 
lull of the fame high pretenfions which fhe had af- 
fumed at the opening of the parliament. She took 
notice, by the mouth of the keeper, that certain 
members fpent more time than was neceffary, by in

i' After enabling this ftatute, the clergy, til order to remove the 
odium from them lei ves, often took care that recufants fliould be tried 
by the civil judges at the affixes, rather than by the ecclefiaftical com* 
m ifiio n ers, Strype’ s Ann. vol. iv. p, 164.

“ D ’Ewes, p, 483. 487, 488, Townfend, p, 66.
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C H A P ,  dulging themfeltfes in harangues arid reaftynings;
, XUI1' , And ihe expreffed her difpleafrire on account o f 

j 593. their not paying due reverence to privy-counfellors, 
“  who/’ ihe told them, “  were not to be accounted 
tc as common knights and burgeiTes o f the houfe, 
“  who are counfellors but during the parliament: 

Whereas themthers are ftanding counfellors^ and 
for their wifdom and great fervice are called to 

“  the council of the fta teV ’ The queen alfo, in her 
own perfon, made the parliament afpirited harangue $ 
in which ihe fpoke of the juftice and moderation of 
her government, expreifed the fmall ambition fine 
had ever entertained of making conquefts, difplayed 
the juft grounds o f her quarrel with the king of 
Spain, and difcovered how little fhe apprehended 
the power o f that monarch, even though he fhould 
make a greater effort againft her than that o f  his In
vincible Armada. iC But I am informed/’ added 

, ihe, <c that when he attempted this laft invafion, 
<c fome upon the fea coaft forfook their towns, fled 
“  up higher into the country, and left all naked and 
ff expofed to his entrance: But I fwear unto you; 
« by God, if  I knew thofe perfons, or may know 
fC of any that fhall do fo hereafter, I will make 
« them feel what it is to be io fearful in fo urgent a 
« cau feV ’ By this menace, ihe probably gave the 
people to underftand, that ihe would execute mar
tial law upon fuch cowards: For there was no fta- 
tute by which a man could be puniihed for changing 
his place o f abode.

T he  king o f France, though he had hitherto 
made war on the league with great bravery and re
putation, though he had this campaign gained con- 
fiderable advantages over them, and though he was 
affifted by a coniiderable body o f Englifh under 
Norris, who carried hoftilities into the heart o fB ri-

a D’Ewes, p. 466. Townfend, p. 47, 
b D’Ewes, p. 466. Townlend, p. 48.
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tanny, was become fenfible that he never could by C H A  
force o f arms alone render himfelf mailer o f his , 
kingdom. The nearer he feemed by his military 1593. 
fuccefies to approach to a full poiTeilion o f the throne, 
the more difcontent and jealoufy arofe among thoie 
Romanifts who adhered to h i m; and a party was 
formed in his own court to eleit fome catholic mo
narch o f the royal blood, if  Henry ihould any longer 
refufe to fatisfy them by declaring his converfion.
This excellent prince was far from being a bigot to 
his fe£t; and as he deemed thefe theological difputes * 
entirely fubordinate to the public good, he had fe- 
cretly determined from the beginning, to come 
fome time or other to the refolution required o f him.
He had found on the death o f his predeceilbr, that 
the hugonots, who formed the braveft and moil 
faithful part o f his arm y,. were fuch determined 
zealots, that if  he had at that time abjured their 
faith, they would inirantly have abandoned him to 
the pretenfions and ufurpations- of the catholics^
The more bigoted catholics, he knew, particularly 
thofe of the league, had entertained fuch an unfur- 
mountable prejudice againft his perfon, and diffi
dence o f his iincerity, that even his abjuration would 
not reconcile them to his title; and he mull either 
expert to be entirely excluded from the throne, or 
be admitted to it on fuch terms as would leave him 
little more than the mere ihadow o f royalty. In 
this delicate fituation he had refolved to temporife; 
to retain the hugonots by continuing in the profef- 
fion of their religion ; to gain the moderate catholics 
by giving them hopes o f his converiion; to attach 
both to his perfon, by conduit and fucceis; and he 
hoped either that the animoiity arifing from war 
againft the. league, ŵ ould make them drop gradually 
the queftion o f religion, or that he might in time, 
after fome victories over his enemies and fome con
ferences with divines, make finally, with more de
cency and dignity, that abjuration, which muft have 

V o l . V; B b appeared
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appeared at firft mean as well as fufpicious to both 
parties.

W hen the people are attached to any theological 
tenets* merely from a general perfuafion or prepof- 
feffion, they are eafily induced by any motive or 
authority to change their faith iri thefe myfterious 
fubjefts ; as appears from thè example of the Eng- 
liih* who, during fome reigns* ufually embraced, 
without fcruple, the ftill varying religion o f their 
fovereigns. But the French nation, where princi
ples had fo long been difplayed as the badges of fac
tion, and where each party had fortified its belief by 
an animofity againit the other, were not found fo 
pliable or inconftant ; and Henry was at laft con
vinced, that the catholics o f his party would entirely 
abandon him, if  he gave them not immediate fatif- 
faftion in this particular. The hugonots alfo, taught 
by experience, clearly faw that his defertion o f them 
was become abfolutely neceffary for the public fet- 
dement; and fo general was this perfuafion among 
them, that* as the duke o f Sully pretends, even the 
divines of that party purpofely allowed themfelves to 
be worfted in the difputes and conferences ; that the 
king might more readily be convinced o f the weak- 
nets of their caufe, and might more cordially and 
iincerely, at leaft more decently, embrace the reli
gion which it was fo much his intereft to believe, 
i f  this felf-denjal in fo tender a point ihould appear 
incredible and fupernatural in theologians, it will at 
leaft be thought very natural, that a prince fo little 
inftrufted in thefe matters as Henry, and defirous to 
preierve his iincerity, ihould infenfibly bend his opi
nion to the neceftity of his affairs, and ihould believe 
that party to have the beft arguments who could 
alone put him in poffefhon o f a kingdom. A ll cir- 
cumftances, therefore, being prepared for this great 
event* that monarch renounced the proteftant reli
gion, and was folemnly received by the French pre
lates o f his party, into the bofom of the church.

E l i z a b e t h *
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E l i z a b e t h ,  who was herfelf attached to the pro- c  H A P. 
teftants, chiefly by her interefts and the circumftances . XLIli\  
o f her birth, and who feems to have entertained 1593. 
fome propen fity during her whole life to the catholic 
fuperftition, at leaft to the ancient ceremonies, yet 
pretended to be extremely diipleafed with this abju
ration of H enry; and fne wrote him an angry letter, 
reproaching him with this interefted change o f his 
religion. Senfible, however, that the league and 
the king o f Spain were (till their common enemies, 
fhe hearkened to his apologies; continued her fuc- 
cours both o f men and m oney; and formed a new 
treaty, in which they mutually ftipulated never to 
make peace but by common agreement.

T he intrigues of Spain were not limited to Scotch 
France and England : By means of the never-failing affairs, 
pretence o f religion, joined to the influence o f mo
ney, Philip excited new diforders in Scotland, and 
gave freih alarms to Elizabeth. George Ker, bro
ther to lord Newbottle, had been taken, while he 
was palling iecretly into Spain; and papers were 
found about him, by which a dangerous confpiracy 
of fome catholic noblemen with Philip was difco- 
vered. T he earls o f Angus, Errol, and Huntley, 
the heads o f three potent families, had entered into 
a confederacy with the Spanifh monarch: And had 
ftipulated to raife all their forces; to join them to a 
body o f Spaniih troops, which Philip promifed to 
fend into Scotland; and after re-eftablifhing the ca
tholic religion in that kingdom, to march with their 
united power in order to effect the lame purpofe in 
Englandc. Graham of Fintry, who hac! alfo en
tered into this confpiracy, was taken, and arraigned, 
and executed. Elizabeth fent lord Borough ambaiia- 
dor into Scotland, and exhorted the king to exercife 
the fame feverity on the three earls, to qonfiicate 
their eftates, and by annexing them to the crown,
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!c  h a p . both increafe his own demefnes, and fee an example 
, XLUI*_i to all his fubjects of the dangers attending ereafon 

,593. and rebellion. T he advice was certainly rational, 
but not eafy to be executed by the fmall revenue and 
limited authority o f James. H e defired, therefore, 
fome fupply from her o f men and money; but 
though fhe had reafon to deem the profecution of 
the three popiih earls a common caufe, fhe never 
could be prevailed on to grant him the leaft aflift- 
ance. The tenth part o f the expence, which fhe 
bellowed in fupporting the French king, and the 
States, would have fufficed to execute this purpofe, 
more immediately eiTential to her feeurityd: But ihe 
feems ever to have borne fome degree of malignity 
to James, whom ihe hated both as her heir and as 
the fon of Mary, her hated rival and competitor.

So far from giving James affiitance to profecute 
the catholic confpirators, the queen rather contri
buted to increafe his inquietude, by countenancing 
the turbulent difpofition o f the earl of Bothwele, a 
nobleman defeended from a natural fon of James V. 
Bothwel more than once attempted to render himfelf 
mailer o f the king's perfon; and being expelled the 
kingdom for thefe traiterons enterprifes, he took 
fhelter in England, was fecretly protected by the 
queen, and lurked near the borders, where his 
power lay, with a view of Hill committing fome new 
violence. He fucceeded at laft in an attempt on 
the k in g; and,, by the mediation o f the Engliih am- 
bafiador, impofed difhonourable terms upon that 
prince: But James, by the authority o f the con
vention of flates, annulled this agreement as extort
ed by violence; again expelled Bothwel; and obliged 
him to take fhelter in England. Elizabeth, pre
tending ignorance o f the place o f his retreat, never 
executed the treaties, by Which fhe was bound to 
deliver up all rebels and fugitives to the king of

d Spotfwnod, p. 393. Ryraer, tom. xvi. p. 235. 
r Spot!wood, p. 257, 158.

7 Scotland.
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Scotland, During thefe diforders, increafed by the 
refractory difpofition o f the ecclefiaftics, the profe- 
cution of the catholic earls remained in fufpenie j but 
at laft the parliament pailed an aCt o f attainder againft 
them, and the king prepared himfelf to execute it 
by force o f arms. The noblemen, though they ob
tained a victory over the earl o f Argyle, who aCted 
by the king's commiftion, found themielves hard 
preffed by James himfelf, and agreed on certain 
terms to leave the kingdom. Bothwel, being de
tected in a confederacy with them, forfeited the fa
vour of Elizabeth $ and was obliged to take fhelter 
fir ft in France, then in Italy, where he died fome 
years after in great poverty.

T h e  eftablifhed authority o f  the queen fecured 
her from all fuch attempts as James was expofed to 
from the mutinous difpofition of his fubjeCts; and 
her enemies found no other means o f giving her 
domeftic difturbance than by fuch traiterous and 
perfidious machinations as ended in their own dif- 
grace, and in the ruin o f their criminal inftruments. 
Roderigo Lopez, a Jew, domeftic phyfician to the 
queen, being imprifoned on fufpicion, confefied that 
he had received a bribe to poifon her from Fuentes 
and Ibarra, who had fucceeded Parma, lately deceaf- 
ed, in the government o f the Netherlands; but he 
maintained, that he had no other intention than to, 
cheat Philip o f his money, and never meant to fulfil 
his engagement. H e was, however, executed for 
the confpiracy ; and the queen complained to Philip 
of thefe difhonourable attempts o f his minifters, but 
could obtain no fatisfactionf. Y o rk  and Williams, 
two Englifti traitors, were afterwards executed for a 
conipiracy with Ibarra, equally atrocious

I n s t e a d  o f avenging herielf  ̂ by retaliating in 
a like manner, Elizabeth fought a more honourable

f Camden, p. 577. Birch’s Negot. p. 15. Bacon, voL iv. 
p, 381, £ Camden, p, 582,
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vengeance, by fupporting the king of France, and 
affifting him in finally breaking the force o f the 
league, which, after the converfion of that monarch, 
went daily to delay, and was threatened with fpeedy 
ruin and diffolution. Norris commanded the Eng- 
lifh forces in Britanny, and afiifted at the taking of 
Morlaix, Quimpercorentin, and Brefi, towns gar- 
rifoned by Spanifh forces. In every adtion, the 
Engliih, though they had fo long enjoyed domeftic 
peace, difcovered a ftrong military difpofition ; and 
the queen, though herfelf a heroine, found more 
frequent occafion to reprove her generals for encou
raging their temerity, than for countenancing their 
fear or cautionh: Sir Martin Frobiiher, her brave 
admiral, perilhed with many others before Breft. 
Morlaix had been promifed to the Engliih for a 
place o f retreat; but the duke d’Aumont, the French 
general, eluded this promife, by making it be in
ferred in the capitulation, that none but catholics 
Ihould be admitted into that city.

N ext campaign, the French king, who had long 
carried on hoiliiities with Philip, was at laft pro
voked, by the taking of Chatelet and Dourlens, 
and the attack of Cambray, to declare war againft 
that monarch. Elizabeth being threatened with a 
new invafion in England, and with an infurredtion 
in Ireland, recalled moft o f her forces, and fent
Norris to command in this latter kingdom. Find- - - ©
ing alfo, that the French league was almoft-entirely 
diffolved, and that the moft confiderable leaders had 
made an 'accommodation with their prince, ihe 
thought that he could well fupport himfelf by his 
own force and valour; and fhe began to be more 
Iparing in his caufe o f the blood and trealure of her 
fubjedts.

Some diigufts which fhe had received from the 
States, joined to the remonftrances o f her frugal
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minifter Burleigh, made her alio inclined to dimi- cX£jjjP* 
nifh her charges on that fide; and fhe even de- , j/_ ' f 
manded, by her ambaflador, fir Thomas Bodley, to 1596* 
be reimburfed all the money which fhe had ex
pended in fupporting them. The States, befides 
alleging the conditions of the treaty, by which they 
were not bound to repay her till the conclufion of a 
peace, pleaded their prefent poverty and diftrefs, 
the great fuperiority of the Spaniards, and the diffi
culty in fupporting the war; much more in faving 
money to difcharge their incumbrances. After 
much negotiation, a new treaty was formed; by 
which the States engaged to free the queen imme
diately from the charge of the Englifh auxiliaries, 
computed at forty thoufand pounds a-year; to pay 
her annually twenty thoufand pounds for fome years; 
to affift her with a certain number of ihips; and to 
conclude no peace or treaty without her confent.
They alfo bound themfelves, on finilhing a peace 
with Spain, to pay her annually the fam of a hun
dred thoufand pounds for four years; but on this 
condition, that the payment fhould be in lieu of 
all demands, and that they ihould be fupplied, 
though at their own charge, with a body of four 
thoufand auxiliaries from England \

T h e  queen ft ill retained in her hands the caution
ary towns, which were a great check on the riling 
power of the States; and ilie committed the im
portant truft of Flulhing to fir Francis Vere, a brave 
officer, who had diftinguiihed himfelf by his valour 
in the Low Countries. She gave him the prefer
ence to EfTex, who expefted fo honourable a com
mand; and though this nobleman was daily rifing 
both in reputation with the people, and favour with 
herfelf, fhe queen, who was commonly referved in 
the advancement of her courtiers, thought proper

* Camden, p. 5S6.
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on this occafion to give him a refufal. Sir Thomas 
Bafkerville was fent over to France at the head of 
two thoufand Englifh, with which Elizabeth, by a 
new treaty concluded with Henry, engaged to Rip
ply that prince. Some ftipulations for mutual affift- 
ance were formed by the treaty; and all former 
engagements were renewed.

T h i s  body of Englifh were maintained at the 
expence of the French kings yet did Henry eileem 
the fupply of coniiderable advantage, on account o,f 
the great reputation acquired by the Engiifh, in fo 
many fortunate enterprifes undertaken againft the 
common enemy* In the great battle of Tournholt, 
gained this campaign by prince Maurice, the Eng
lifh auxiliaries under fir Francis Vere and fir Robert 
Sydney had acquired honours and the fuccefs of that 
day was univerfally afcribed to their difcipline and 
valour.

T h o u g h  Elizabeth, at a confiderable expence of 
blood and treafure, made war againft Philip in 
France and the Low Countries, the moil fevere 
blows which fhe gave him were by thofe .naval en- 
terprifes which either fhe or her fubjedts Icarcely 
ever intermitted during one feafon* In 1594, Rich
ard Hawkins, fon of fir John, the famous navigator, 
procured the queen’s commiflion, and failed with 
three fhips to the South Sea by the Straits of Ma
gellan : But his voyage proved unfortunate, and he 
himfelf was taken prifbner on the coafl of Chili. 
James Lancafter was fupplied the fame year with 
three fhips and a pinnace by the merchants of Lon
don ; and was more fortunate in his adventure. He 
took thirty-nine fhips of the enemy; and not con
tent with this fuccefs, he made an attack on Fer- 
nambouc in Brazil, where he knew great treafures 
were at that time lodged. As he approached the 
fhore he faw it lined with great numbers of the ene
my; but no-wife daunted at this appearance, he
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placed the ftouteft of his men in boats, and ordered 
them to row with fuch violence on the landing  ̂ f
place as to fplit them in pieces. By this bold ac- 1597.
tion he both deprived his men of all refource but in 
vi&ory, and terrified the enemy, who fled after a 
fhort refiftance. He returned home with the trea- 
fure which he had fo bravely acquired. In 159*5, 
fir Walter Raleigh, who had anew forfeited the 
queen's friendfhip by an intrigue with a maid of 
honour, and who had been thrown into prjfon for 
this mifdemeanor, no fooner recovered his liberty, 
than he was puihed by his a£tive and enterprifing 
genius to attempt fome great afiion. The fucceis 
of the firft Spaniih adventurers againft Mexico and 
Peru had begotten an extreme avidity in Europe; 
and a prepofieffion univerfally took place, that in 
the inland parts of South America, called Guiana, 
a country as yet undifcovered, there were mines 
and treafures far exceeding any which Cortes or 
Pizzaro had met with. Raleigh, whofe turn, of 
mind was fomewhat romantic and extravagant, 
undertook at his own charge the difcovery of this 
wonderful country. Having taken theTmall town 
of St. Jofeph in the iile of Trinidado,- where he 
found no riches, he left his fhip, and failed up the 
river Oroonoko in pinnaces, but without meeting 
any thing to anfwer his expeditions. On his re
turn, he publifhed an account of the country, ffull 
of the grofTeft and moft palpable lies that were ever 
attempted to be impofed on the credulity of man
kind k.

T he fame year, fir Francis Drake and fir John 
Hawkins undertook a more important expedition 
againft the Spaniih fettlements in America; and 
they carried with them fix lhips of the queen's, and 
twenty more which either were fitted out at their 
own charge, or were furnifhed them by private ad-

venturers,
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c h a p , venturers. Sir Thomas Bafkerville was appointed 
1XL|II,J commander of the land forces, which they carried 

on board. Their firft defign was to attempt Porto 
Rico, where, they knew, a rich carrack was at that 
time Rationed ; but as they had not preferved the re- 
quifite fecrefy, a pinnace, having forayed from the 
fleet, was taken by the Spaniards, and betrayed the 
intentions of the Engliih. Preparations were made 
in that iiland for their reception ; and the Englifh 
fleet, notwithftanding the brave aflault which they 
made on the enemy, was repulfed with lofs. Haw
kins foon after died ; and Drake purfued his voyage 
to Nombre di Dios, on the ifthmus of Darien; 
where, having landed his men, he attempted to pafs 
forward to Panama, with a view of plundering that 
place, or, if he found fuch a fcheme pra£ticable, of 
keeping and fortifying it. But he met not with the 
fame facility which had attended his firft enterprifes 
in thofe parts. The Spaniards, taught by exper 
rience, had every where fortified the pafles, and had 
Rationed troops in the woods; who fo infefted the 
Engliih by continual alarms and fkirmifhes, that 
they were obliged to return, without being able to 
c if eel any thing. Drake himfelf, ¿from the intem
perance of the climate, the fatigues of his journey, 
and the vexation of his difappointment, was feized 
with a diftemper, of which he foon after died. Sir 
Thomas Bafkerville took the command of the fleet, 
which was in a weak condition; and after having 
fought a battle near Cuba with a Spaniih fleet, of 
which the event was not decifive, he returned to 
England. The Spaniards fuffered fome lofs from 
this enterprife; but the Englifh reaped no profit h 

T he bad fucceis0of this enterprife in the Indies 
made the Englifh rather attempt the Spanifh domi
nions in Europe, where, they heard, Philip was 
making great preparations for a new invafion of
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England. A  powerful fleet was equipped at Ply
mouth, confifting of a hundred and feventy veffels, 
feventeen of which were capital fhips of war; the reft 
tenders and fmall veiTels: Twenty fhips were added 
by the Hollanders. In this fleet there were com
puted to be embarked fix thoufand three hundred 
and fixty foldiers, a thoufand volunteers, and fix 
thoufand feven hundred and feventy-two feamen, be- 
fide the Dutch. The land forces were commanded 
by the earl of Effex: The navy by lord Effingham, 
high admiral. Both thefe commanders had expend
ed great fums of their own in the armament: For 
fuch was the fpirit of Elizabeth's reign. Lord Tho
mas Howard, fir Walter Raleigh, fir Francis Vere, 
fir George Carew, and fir Coniers Clifford had com
mands in this expedition, and were appointed council 
to the general and admiral111.

T h e  fleet fet fail on the firft of June 1596; and 
meeting with a fair wind, bent its courfe to Cadiz, 
at which place, by fealed orders delivered to all 
the captains, the general rendezvous was appointed. 
They fent before them fome armed tenders, which 
intercepted every fliip that could carry intelligence 
to the enemy; and they themielves were fo fortu
nate when they came near Cadiz, as to take an Irifh 
veflel, by which they learned, that that port was 
full of merchant fhips of great value, and that the 
Spaniards lived in perfeft fecurity, without any ap- 
prehenfions of an enemy. This intelligence much 
encouraged the Englifh fleet, and gave them the 
profpedl; of a fortunate iffue to the enrerprife.

A f t e r  a fruitlefs attempt to land at St. Scbaflian’s 
on the weftern fide of the ifland of Cadiz; it 
was, upon deliberation, refolved by the council of 
war to attack the fhips and gallies in the bay. This 
attempt was deemed rafh; and the admiral hinafelfj 
who was cautious in his temper, had entertained

E L I Z A B E T H .

** Camden, p. 591.
great



CHAP,  great icruples with regard to it: But Eflex ftrenu- 
XLIJI\  oufly recommended the enterpriie; and when he 
, J97. found the refolution at lafi: taken, he threw his hat 

• into the fea, and gave fymptoms of the moft extra
vagant joy. He felt, however, a great mortifica
tion, when Effingham informed him, that the 
queen, anxious for his fafety, and dreading the 
effedts of his youthful ardour, had fecretly given 
orders that he fhould not be permitted to command 
the van in the attack". That duty was performed 
by fir Walter Raleigh and lord Thomas Howard; 
but Effex no iooner came within reach of the enemy 
than he forgot the promife which the admiral had 
exaited from him, to keep in the midft of the fleet; 
he broke through and preffed forward into the 
thickeft of the fire. Emulation for glory, avidity of 
plunder, animofity againft the Spaniards, proved 
incentives to every one; and the enemy was foon 
obliged to flip anchor and retreat farther into the 
bay, where they ran many of their fliips aground, 
Eflex then landed his men at the fort of Puntal; 
and immediately marched to the attack of Cadiz, 
which the impetuous valour of the Engliih foon car
ried fword in hand. The generality of EflTex, not 
inferior to his valour, made him flop the (laughter, 
and treat his prifoners with the greateft humanity, 
and even affability and kindnefs, The Engliih 
made rich plunder in the city; but miffed of a much 
richer by the reiolution which the duke of Medina, 
the Spaniih admiral, took of fetting fire to the 
fliips, in order to prevent their falling into the 
hands of the enemy. It was computed that the lofs 
which the Spaniards fuftained in this enterprife 
amounted to twenty millions of ducats0; befides the 
indignity which that proud and ambitious people 
fuffered from the facking of one of their chief cities 
and deftroying in their harbour a fleet of fuch force 
and value.
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E s s e x ,  all on fire for glory, regarded this great c ^ ^ rP# 
fuccefs only as a ftep to future atchievements: He- .  ̂ . *j
infifted on keeping poffeffion of Cadiz ; and he un- 1597/ 
dertook with four hundred men and three months 
provifidns, to defend the place till fuccours fhould 
arrive from England : But all the other feamen and 
foldiers were fatisfied with the honour which they 
had acquired ; and were impatient to return home 
in order to fecure their plunder. Every other pro- 
pofal o f Effex to annoy the enemy met with a like 
reception 5 his fcheme for intercepting the carracks 
at the Azores, for affaulting the Groine, for taking 
St. Andero, and St. Sebaftian : And the Englifh, 
finding it fo difficult to drag this impatient warrior 
from the enemy, at laft left him on the Spanifh 
coaft, attended by a very few ihips. H e complained 
much to the queen o f their want o f fpirit in this en- 
terprife; nor was fhe pleafed that they had returned 
without attempting to intercept the Indian fleetp; 
but the great fuccefs, in the enterprife o f Cadiz, 
had covered all their mifcarriages: And that 
prlncefs, though ihe admired the lofty genius o f 
Effex, could not forbear expreffing an efteem for 
the other officers q. T he admiral was created earl 
of Nottingham; and his promotion gave great dif- 
guft to E ffexr. In the preamble o f the patent it 
was faid, thar the new dignity was conferred on him 
on account o f his good fervices in taking Cadiz, 
and deftroying the Spanifh Chips 5 a merit which 
Effex pretended to belong folely to himfelf: And 
lie offered to maintain this plea by fingle combat 
againft the earl of Nottingham, or his fons, or any 
of his kindred.

T he atchievements in the fubfequent year proved 
not fo fortunate; but as the Indian fleet very nar
rowly efcaped the Englifh, Philip had ftill reafon to 
fee the great hazard and difadvantages o f that war
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in which he was-engaged, and the Juperiority which 
the Englifhj by their naval power and their fituation, 
had. acquired oyer him. The queen having re
ceived intelligence that the Spaniards, though their 
fleets were fo much {battered and deftroyed by the 
expedition to Cadiz, were preparing a fquadron at 
Ferro! and the Groine, and were marching troops 
thither with a view of making a defcent in Ireland, 
was refolved to prevent their enterprife, and to de- 
ftroy the {hipping in thefe harbours. She prepared 
a large fleet o f a hundred and twenty fail, o f  which 
feventeen were her own flfips, forty-three were 
fmaller veflels, and the reft tenders and vi&uallers; 
She embarked on board this fleet five thoufand new- 
levied foldiers, and added a thoufand veteran troops, 
whom fir Francis Vere brought from the Nether
lands. The earl o f Efi'ex, commander in chief both 
o f the land and fea forces, was at the head of one 
fquadron: Lord, Thomas Howard, was appointed 
vice-admiral o f another: Sir Walter Raleigh of the 
third: Lord Mountjoy commanded the land-forces 
under Effex: Vere was appointed marfhal: Sir 
George Carew lieutenant o f  the ordnance, and fir 
Chriftopher Blount firft colonel. T he earls o f Rut
land and Southampton, the lords Grey, Cromwell, 
and Rich, with feveral other perfons o f  diftindion, 
embarked as volunteers. Effex declared his refo- 
lution either to deftroy the new Armada which 
threatened England, or to periih in the attempt.

T his powerful fleet fet fail from Plymouth ; but 
were no lboner out of harbour than they met with 
a furious ftorm, which fhattered and difperfed them; 
and before they could be refitted Effex found that 
their provifions were fo far fpent, that it would not 
be fafe to carry fo numerous an army along with 
him. H e difmiffed therefore all the foldiers, except 
the thoufand veterans under Vere; and laying afide 
all thoughts o f attacking Ferrol or the Groine, he 
confined the object o f his expedition to the inter

cepting
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cepting of the Indian fleet; which-had at firft beeti.C H A E. 
confidered only as the fecond enterprife which he XLI1L^ 
was to attempt. * _ i 597.

T he Indian fleet in that age/ by'reafon of the 
imperfection o f navigation, had a ftated courfe as 
well as feafon, both in their going out and in their 
return ; and there were certain iflands at which, as 
at fixed ftages, they always touched, and where they 
took in water and provifions. The Azores being 
one o f thefe places where about this time the fleet 
was expected, Efifex bent his courfe thither; and he 
informed Raleigh, that he, on his arrival, intended 
to attack Fayal, one o f thefe iflands. By fome ac
cident the lquadrons were feparated; and Raleigh 
arriving firft before Fayal, thought it more prudent, 
after waiting fome time for the general, to begin 
the attack alone, left the inhabitants fhould by far
ther delay have leifure to make preparations for 
their defence. H e fucceeded in the enterprife; but 
Efiex, jealous of Raleigh, exprefifed great difplea- 
fure at his conduit, and conftrued it as an intention 
o f robbing the general o f the glory which attended 
that a ition : H e caihiered therefore Sydney, Bret,
Berry, and others, who had concurred in the at
tempt; and would have proceeded to infliit the 
fame punifhment on Raleigh himfelf, had not lord 
Thomas Howard interpofed with his good offices, 
and perfuaded Raleigh, though high-ipirited, to 
make fubmiffions to the general. Effex, who was 
placable as well as hafty and paffionate, was foon 
appeafed, and both received Raleigh into favour, 
and reftored the other officers to their commands \
This incident, however, though the quarrel was 

■ feemingly accommodated, }aid the firft foundation- 
of that violent anuriofity which afterwards took 
place between thele two gallant commanders.
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E ssex made next a difpofition proper for inter
cepting the Indian galleons ; and fir W illiam  Mon- 
fon, whofe ilation was the moll remote of the fleet* 
having fallen in with them, made the fignals which 
had been agreed on. That able officer, in his M e
moirs, aferibes Effex’s failure, when he was fo near 
attaining fo mighty an advantage, to his want o f ex
perience in feamanlhip ; and the account which* he 
gives o f the errors committed by that nobleman, 
appears very reaionable as well as candid l. ' The 
Spanifh fleet, finding that the enemy was upon them, 
made all the fail poflible to the Terceras, and got 
into the fafe and well-fortified harbour of Angra, 
before the Englifh fleet could overtake them, EiTex 
intercepted only three ihips ; which, however, were 
fo rich as to repay all the charges of the expedition.

T he caufes o f the mifcarriage in this enterprife 
were much canvaffed in England, upon the return 
o f  the fleet ; and though the courtiers took part dif
ferently, as they affeited either Effex or Raleigh, 
thé people in general, who bore an extreme regard 
to the gallantry, fpirit, and generoiity o f the former, 
were inclined to juftify every circumftance of his 
conduit. T  he queen, who loved the one as much 
as fhe efteemed the other, maintained a kind of 
neutrality, and endeavoured to ihare her favours 
with an impartial hand between the parties. Sir 
Robert Cecil, fécond fon o f lord Burleigh, was a 
courtier of promifing hopes, much connected with 
Raleigh ; and fhe made him fecretary o f ftate, pre
ferably to fir Thomas Bodley, whom Effex recom
mended for that office. But not to difguft Effex, 
fhe promoted him to the dignity of earl marihal of 
England $ an office which had been vacant fince the 
death o f the earl o f Shrewibury. Effex might per
ceive from this conduit, that fhe never intended to 
give him the entire afcendant over his rivals, and
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E L I Z A  B E T  H* 3*
might thence learn the neceiTity o f moderation and 
caution. But his temper was too high for Tubrnif- .-.t- J
fion; his behaviour too open and candid to praCife 1597. 
the arts of a court; and his free Tallies, while they; 
rendered him but more amiable in the eyes o f good 
judges, gave his enemies many advantages againft 
him.

T he war with Spain, though fuccefsful, having **th oft, 
exhaufted the queen’s exchequer, fhe was obliged to 
afifcmble a parliament; where Yelverton* a lawyer, 
was chofen ipeaker of the houfe o f commons11.
Elizabeth took care, by the mouth o f fir Thomas 
Egerton, lord keeper, to inform this affembly of the 
neceiTity o f a fupply. She faid, That the wars for
merly waged in Europe had commonly been con
duced by the parties without farther view than to 
gain a few towns, or at moil a province, from each 
other; but the object o f the prefent hoftilkies, on 
the part of Spain, was no other than utterly to be
reave England of her religion, her liberty, and her 
independence ; T h a t thefe bleilings, however, fhe 
herfelf had hitherto been able to preferve, in fpke of 
the devil, the pope, and the Spanilh tyrant, and all 
the mifchievGus defigns o f all her enemies: That 
in this conteft ihe had difburfed a fum triple to all 
the parliamentary fupplies granted her ; and, befides 
expending her ordinary revenues, had been obliged 
to fell many o f  the crown lands: And that fhe 
could not doubt but her fubjeCs, in a caufe where 
their own honour and intereil were: fo deeply con
cerned, would willingly contribute to fuch moderate 
taxations as ihould be found necefTary for the com
mon defence x. The parliament granted her three 
fubfidies and fix fifteenths; the fame fupply which 
had been given four years before, but which had

See note [I*IH ] a t th e  end o f  the v o lu m e . 
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c h a p , then appeared To unufiial,that they had voted it 
l XLUlt'l ihould never afterwards be regarded as a prece- 

„ 1 5 9 7 . dent. ■ , ^

. T he commons, this feflion, ventured to engage 
in two controversies about, forms with the houie of 
peers; a prelude to thofe encroachments which, as 
they affumed more courage, they afterwards made 
upon the prerogatives o f the crown. They corn-̂  
plained, that the lords failed in civility to them by 
receiving their meifages fitting with their hats on; 
and that the keeper returned an anfwer in the fame 
negligent pofture : But the upper houfe proved to 
their full latisfadtion, that they were not entitled By 
cuftom and the ufage o f  parliament to any more 
refpeft7, Some amendments had been made by 
the lords to a bill fent up by the commons ; . and 
thefe amendments were written on parchment, and 
returned with the bill to the commons. T he lower 
houfe took umbrage at the n o v e lty T h e y  pretended 
that thefe amendments ought to have been written 
on paper, not on parchment; and they complained 
o f this innovation to the peers. The peers replied, 
that, they expe&ed not inch a frivolous objection 
from the gravity o f the houfe; and that it was not 
material whether the amendments were written on 
parchment or on paper, nor whether the paper were 
white, black, or brown. The commons were of
fended at this reply, which feemed to contain a 
mockery of them ; and they complained of it, 
though without obtaining any farisfa&ion z. -

A n application was made, by way o f petition, to 
the queen from the lower houfe, againft monopolies; 
an abufe which had arifen to an enormous height ; 
and they received a gracious, though a general an̂ - 
fwer; for which they , returned their thankful ac-
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knowledgmentsa. But not to give them^too much c H A P* 
encouragement in fitch applications ine told them, 
in the fpeech which ihe delivered at their difTolution, 1597. 
ft That with regard to thefe patents, ihe hoped that 
iC her dutiful and loving fubjedts would not take 
cc away her prerogative, which is the chief dower in 
cr her garden, and the principal and head pearl in 
“  her crown and diadem ; ‘but that they wopld ra- 
“  ther leave thefe matters to her difpofalV’ The 
commons alfo ■ took notice, this felilon, o f fome 
tranfadtions in the court o f high commifTion ; but 
not till they had previoufly obtained permiilion from 
her majefty to that purpofe c.

E liza be th  had reafon to foreiee that parlla- 159s. 
mentary fupplies would now become more necefiary 
to her than ever] and that the chief burden o f the 
war with Spain would thenceforth lie upon England.
Plenty had received an overture for peace with 
Philip; but before he would proceed to a nego
tiation he gave intelligence o f it to his allies, the 
queen and the States; that if  poffibie a general pa
cification might be made by common agreement.
Thefe two powers lent ambafTadors to France in 
order to remonilrate againit peace; the queen, fir 
Robert Cecil, and Henry Herbert; the States,
Juitin NaiTau, and John Barnevdu Henry faid-to 
thefe minifters, That his early education had been 
amidft war and danger, and he had palled the whole 
courfe o f his life either in arms or in military prepa
rations : That after the proofs which he had given 
of his alacrity in the field, no one could doubt but 
he would willingly, for his part, have continued in 
a courfe of life to which he was now habituated, till 
the common enemy were reduced to fuch a con
dition as no longer to give- umbrage either to him

*  D ’Ewesj p. 570. 573. b Ibid. p. 547.
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or to his allies: That no private interefts o f his 
.own, not even thole of his people, nothing but the 
moft invincible neceffity, could'ever induce him to 
think of a feparate peace with Philip, or make him 
embrace meafures not entirely conformable to the 
wifhes of all his confederates: That his kingdom, 
torn with the convulfions and civil wars o f near half 
a century, required fome interval o f repofe, ere it 
could, reach a condition in which it might fuftain 
itfelf, much more fupport its allies : That after the 
minds of his fubjefts were compofed to tranquillity, 
and accuftomed to obedience, after his finances were 
brought into order, and after agriculture and the 
arts were refcored, France, inftead o f being a bur
den, as at prefent, to her confederates, would be 
able to lend them effeitual fudcour, and amply to 
repay them all the affiftance which ihe had received 
during her calamities: And that, if the ambition of 
Spain would'not at prefent grant them fuch terms 
as they ffcould think reafonable, he hoped that in a 
little time he ihould attain fuch a fituation as would 
enable him to mediate more effeftually, and with 
more decifive authority, in their behalf.

T he ambaiTadors were fenfibie that thefe reafons- 
were not feigned ; and they therefore remonftrated 
with the lefs vehemence againft the meafures which 
they faw Henry was determined to purfue. The 
States knew that that monarch was interefted never 
to permit their final ruin; and having received pri
vate affurances that he would flill, notwithftanding 
the peace, give them affiftance both o f men and 
money, they were well pleafed to remain on terms 
o f amity with him. H is greateft concern was to 
give fitisfa&ion to Elizabeth for this breach of 
treaty. H e had a cordial efteem for that princefs, 
a fympathy of manners, and a gratitude for the ex
traordinary favours which he had received from her 
during his greateft difficulties: And he ufed every

expedient
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expedient to apologize and atone for that meaiure c  H A 
which necefity extorted from him. But as Spain , 
refufed to treat with the Dutch as a free ilate, and ijggd 
Elizabeth would not negotiate without her ally,
Henry found himielf obliged to conclude at Vervins peac? of 
a feparate peace, by which he recovered poifeffion Vervnis* 
of all the places feized by Spain during the courfe 
of the civil wars, and procured to himfeli leifure to 
purfue the domeftic fettiement o f . his kingdom.
His capacity for the arts o f peace was not inferior 
to his military talents $ and, in a little time, by his 
frugality, order, and wile government, he raifed 
France from the defolation and mifery in which ihe‘ 
was involved, to a more flourifhing condition than 
ihe had ever before enjoyed.

T h e  queen knew that ihe could alfo, whenever 
fne pleafed, finiih the war on equitable terms; and 
that Philip, having no claims upon her, would be 
glad to free himfelf from an enemy who had foiled, 
him in every conteft, and who ftill had it fb much 
in her power to make him fed the weight of her 
arms. Some o f her wifeit couniellors, particularly 
die treafurer, advifed her to embrace pacific mea- 
fores; and fee before her the advantages of tran
quillity, fecurity, and frugality, as more confider- 
able than any fuccefs which could attend thegreateil 
vidories. But this high-fpirited princeis, though at 
firft adverfe to war, feemed now to have attained 
foch an afeendant over the enemy, that f ie  was un
willing to flop the courfe o f her prolperous fortune.
She coniidered that her fituation and her pail 
yidories had given her entire fecurity againil any 
dangerous invafion ; and the war mull thenceforth 
be conducted by fudden enterprifes and naval ex
peditions, in which fid  poiiefed an undoubted iu- 
periority: That the weak condition o f Philip in 
the Indies, opened to her the view Gf the moil 
durable advantages * and the yearly return o f his
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treafure by lea afforded a continual profpedt o f .im
portant/ though more temporary, fucceftes : That, 
after his peace:'with France, if  ihe aifo ihould con- 
fen t to an accommodation, he would be able to turn 
his whole force againft the revolted provinces of the 
Netherlands/ which, though they had furpriiingly 
increased their power by commerce and good go
vernment, were ftill unable, if  not iupported by their 
confederates, to maintain w ar againft fo potent a 
monarch: And that, as her defence o f that com
monwealth'was the original ground o f the quarrel, 
it was unfafe as well as diihonourable to abandon its 
caufe, till ihe had placed it in a ftate o f greater 
fecurity.

T hese reafons were frequently inculcated on her 
• by the earl of Effex, wliofe paffion for glory, as well 
as his military talents, made him earneftly defire the 
continuance of war, from which he expe&ed to reap 
fo much advantage and diiiinflion. The rivalfhip 
between this nobleman and loi-d Burleigh made each 
of thern infift the more itremioufiy on his own 
counfel; but as EiTex’s perfomwas agreeable to the 
queen, as well as his advice conformable to her in
clinations, the favourite feemed daily to acquire-an 
aicendant over the minifter. H ad he been endowed 
with caution and felf command equal to his fhinlng 
qualities, he would have ib riveted himfelf in the 
queen's confidence, that none o f his enemies had 
ever been able, to impeach his credit: .But his lofty 
lpirit could ill fuhmit to that implicit deference 
which her temper required, and which ihe had ever 
been accnftomed to receive from all her fubje&s. 
Being once engaged in a difpute with her about the 
choice of a governor for Ireland, he was fo heated 
in the argument that he entirely forgot the rules 
both of duty and civility ; and turned his back upon 
her in a contemptuous manner. H er anger, na
turally, prompt and violent, rofe at this provocations
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and fhe inftantly gave him a box on the ear ; adding 
a paffionate expreffion fuited to his impertinence. 
Inftead o f recolle&ing himfelf, and making the iub- 
mifflons due to her fex and itation, he clapped his 
hand to his fword, and fwore that he would not 
bear fuch ufage, were it from Henry V III. him- 
felf; and he immediately withdrew from court. 
Egerton the chancellor, who loved EiTex, exhorted 
him to repair his indifcretion, by proper acknow
ledgments ; and entreated him not to give that 
triumph to his enemies, that affliction-to his friends, 
which -mult enfue from his fupporting' a contefi 
with his fovereign, and deferring the iervice o f his 
country : But EiTex was deeply ftung with the dis
honour which he had received ; and feemed to think, 
that an infult which might be pardoned in a wo
man, was become a mortal affront when it came 
from his fovereign. “ I f  the vileft o f all indignities,”  
faid he, “  is done me, does religion enforce me to 
“  fue for pardon ? Doth God require it ? Is it im- 
“  piety not to do it? Why ?  Cannot princes err? 
“  Cannot fubje&s receive wrong ? Is an earthly 
“  power infinite ? Pardon-me, my lord, Lean never 

fubferibe to thefe principles. Let Solomon’s 
“  fool laugh when he is ftricken; let thofe that 
“  mean to make their profit o f princes, fhew no 
“  fenfe o f princes’ injuries : L et them acknowledge 

ari infinite abfolutenefs on earth, that do not be- 
“  lieve an abfolute infinitenefs in heaven” (allud
ing probably to the charafter and conduct of fir 
Walter Raleigh, who lay under the reproach o f im
piety) : “  A s for me,”  continued he, “  I have re- 
“  ceived wrong, I feel it: M y caufe is good, I 
“  know i t ; and whatfoever happens, all the powers 
“  on earth can never exert more ftrength and con- 
“  ftancy in oppreffing, than I can fhew in fuffering 
“  every thing that can or fiiall be impofed upon 
Ci me. Your lordihip, in the beginning of your 

letter, makes me a player, and your felf a looker
C  c 4 “ on:
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"■ on: And me a player o f my own game, fo you 
“  may fee more than I : But give me leave to tell 
<f you, that fince you do but fee, and I do fuffer, I 
« muft o f rieceffity feel more than you d.”

T his fpirited letter was ihown by EiTex to his 
friends; and they were fo imprudent as to difperfe 
co p ies 'o f,i t : Y et, notwithftanding this additional 
provocation, the queen's partiality was fo prevalent, 
that ihe reinftated him in his former favour; and 
her kindnefs to him appeared rather to have acquired 
new force from this ihort interval o f anger and re
fen tment. The death o f Burleigh, his antagcnift, 
which happened about the fame time, feemed to 
enfure him conftant poifeilion of the queen's con
fidence; and nothing indeed but his own indifcre- 
tion could thenceforth have ihaken his well-efta- 
blifhed credit. Lord Burleigh died in an advanced 
age; and by a rare fortune was'equally regretted by 

, his fovereign and the people. Fie had rifen gra
dually from fmall beginnings, by the mere force of 
m erit; and though his authority was never entirely 
abfolute or uncontrolled with the queen, he was 
Hill, during the courfe o f near forty years, regarded 
as her principal minifter. None of her other incli
nations or affeftions could ever overcome her con
fidence in fo ufeful a counfellor; and as he had had 
the generofity or good lenie to pay affiduou^ jcourt 
to her during her filter's reign, when it was dan
gerous to appear her friend, fhe thought herfelf 
bound in gratitude, when ihe mounted the throne, 
to perievere in her attachments to him. H e Teems 
not to have pofleffed any fhining talents o f addrefs, 
eloquence, or imagination; and was chiefly diftin- 
guifned by folidity o f underftanding, probity o f  
manners, and indefatigable application in bufinefs: 
Virtues which, if  they do not always enable a man 
to attain high ftations, do certainly qualify him belt

d See note [II] at the end of the volume.

H I S T O R Y  OF E N G L A N D ,

for



for filling them. O f  all the'queen’s minifters he c  H A 
alone left a confiderable fortune to his pofterity; a , XI^If*, 
fortune not acquired by rapine Or oppreflion, but i 59$. 
gained by the regular profits o f his offices, and pre- 
ierved by frugality.

T he laft aft o f this able minifter was the con- sthAug. 
eluding o f a new treaty with the D utch ; who, after 
being in fome meafure deferred by the king o f 
France, were glad to preferve the queen’s alliance 
by fubmitting to any terms which fhe pleafed to re
quire of them. T he debt which they owed her was 
now fettled at eight hundred thoufand pounds: O f  
this fum they agreed to pay, during the war, thirty 
thoufand pounds a-year j and thefe payments were ' 
to continue till four hundred thoufand pounds of the 
debt fhould be extinguifhed. They engaged alio, 
during the time that England fhouid continue the 
war with Spain, to pay the garrifons of the caution
ary towns. They ftipulated, that if  Spain fhould 
invade England, or the Ifle o f W ight or Jeriey, or 
Scilly, they fhould affift her with a body of five 
thoufand foot, and five hundred horfe ; and that in 
cafe lhe undertook any naval armament againft 
Spain, they fhould join an equal number o f fhipsto 
her’s % By this treaty the queen was eafed o f an 
annual charge o f a hundred and twenty thoufand 
pounds.

Soon after the death o f Burleigh, the queen, who 
regretted extremely the lofs o f fo wife and faithful a 
minifter, was informed o f the death o f her capital 
enemy, Philip II. who, after languifhing under many 
infirmities, expired in an advanced age at Madrid.
This haughty prince, defirous o f an accommoda
tion with his revolted fubjefts in the Netherlands, 
but difdaining to make in his own name the con- 
ceffions neceffary for that purpofe, had transferred 
to his daughter, married to archduke Albert, the

E L I Z A B E T  H.
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c  h a  P. tidp to the:Low. Country provinces; but; as it was 
XLnI* t not expected that this princefs could have pofterity, 
j 59g.: and  as the reverfion ptf-. failure. oLher jffue .was. ftill- 

referved to the crown o f Spain, th$ States conft- 
dered this deed only as the change of a name, and 
they perfifted with equal obftinacy in their refiftance 
to the Spanifh arms. T h e other powers alio of 
Europe made no diftin&ion between the courts of 
Bruflels and M adrid; and the fecret oppofmon of 
France,, as well as the avowed efforts o f England, 
continued to operate againft the progrefs o f  Albert* 
as it had done againft that1 of Philip.
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State of Ireland----—Tyrone's rebellion-— —Effex Jent
over to Ireland------His i l l  fuccejs—— Returns to
England------Is difgraced------ His intrigues—i—
His injurredtion—----His tr ia l and execution*------ -
French affairs------ Mountjoys JucceJs in Ireland
------ Defeat of the Spaniards and Irijh—— A
parliament------ Tyrone's Jubmiffion — — - Queen's

. ficknefs— and death— and character* ;

T H O U G H  the dominion o f the Engliih over c h a p .
Ireland had been feemingly eftablifhed above X L IV . 

four centuries, it may fafely be affirmed, that their 
authority had hitherto been little more than nomi^ stare9of 
nal. The Irifh princes and nobles, divided among Ireland, 

themfelves, readily paid the exterior marks o f obei- 
fance to a power which they were not able to refift; 
but as no durable force was ever kept on foot to re
tain them in their duty, they relapfed ftill into their 
former ftate o f independence. T oo  weak to intro
duce order and obedience among the rude inhabit
ants, the Engliih authority was yet fufficient to 
check the growth o f any enterprifing genius among 
the natives: And though it could beftow no true 
form o f civil government, it was able to prevent the 
rife o f any fuch form, from the internal combina
tion or policy o f the Iriih \

M ost o f the Engliih inftitutions likewife by 
which that ifland was governed, were to the laft 
degree abfurd, and fuch as no ftate before had ever 
thought of, for preferving dominion over- its con
quered provinces.

a Sir J. Davies, p, 5, 6, 7,
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T he Engliih nation, all on fire for the project of 
fubduing France, a project whofe fuccefs was the 
moil improbable, and would to them have proved 
the moil pernicious 3 neglected all other enterprifes, 
to which their fituation To ftrongly invited them, 
and which in time would have brought them an ac- 
ceiilbn of riches, grandeur, and fecurity. Thefm all 
army which they maintained in Ireland, they never 
fupplied regularly with pay ; and as no money could 
be levied on the iiland, which pofieiTed none, they 
gave their foldiers the privilege of free quarter upon 
the natives. Rapine and infolence inflamed the 
hatred which prevailed between the conquerors and 
the conquered: W ant o f fecurity among the Irifn 
introducing defpair, nouriihed ftili more the floth 
natural to that uncultivated people.

B u t  the Engliih carried farther their ill-judged, 
tyranny. Inftead o f inviting the Irifh to adopt the 
more civilized cuftoms of their conquerors, they 
even refufed, though earneftly folicited>; to com
municate to them the privilege o f their laws, and 
every where marked them out as aliens and as ene
mies. Thrown out of the protection o f juftice, the 
natives could find no fecurity but in force; and fly
ing the neighbourhood o f  cities, which they could 
not approach with fafety, they fheltered themfelves 
in their marihes and forefts from the infolence of 
their inhuman mailers. Being treated like wild 
beafts, they became fuch; and joining the ardour of 
revenge to their yet untamed barbarity, they grew 
every day more intradlable and more dangerousb.

As the Engliih princes deemed the conqueft of 
the difperfed Irifh to be more the objeft o f  time and 
patience than the fource o f military glory, they will
ingly delegated that office to private adventurers, 
who, inlifting foldiers at their own charge, reduced 
provinces of that ifland, which they converted to
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their Own profit. Separate jurifdtAions and princi
palities were eftabliihed by thefe lordly conquerors: 
The power o f peace and war was affumed: M ili
tary law was exercifed over the Iriih, whom they 
fubdued; and by degrees over the Englifh, by 
whole aitiftance they conquered: And, after their 
authority had once taken root, deeming the Eng- 
lifh inftituticTns lefs favourable to barbarous domi- 
-nion, they degenerated into m erelriih, and aban
doned the garb, language, manners, and laws o f 
their mother country".

By all this imprudent conduit of England, the 
natives of its dependent (late remained ftill in that 
abject condition, into which the northern and weft- 
ern parts o f Europe were funk, before they received 
civility and flavery from the refined policy and fin e- 
fiftible bravery of Rome. Even at the end of the 
fixteenth century, when every chriftian nation was 
cultivating with ardour every civil art o f life, that 
ifland, lying in a temperate climate, enjoying h 
fertile foil, acceffible in its fituation, pofTefFed o f 
innumerable harbours, was ftill, notwithftariding 
thefe advantages, inhabited by a people whofe cuf- 
toms and manners approached nearer thofe o f  
favages than o f barbarians h

A s the rudenefs and ignorance of the Irifh were 
extreme, they were funk below the reach of that 
curiofity and love o f novelty, by which every other 
people in Europe had been feized at the beginning 
of that century, and which had engaged them in 
innovations and religious difputes, with which they 
were ftill fo violently agitated. The ancient fuperfti- 
tion, the praftices and obfervances o f their fathers, 
mingled and polluted with many wild opinions, ftill 
maintained an unihaken empire over them; and 
the example alone of the Englifh was fufficient to 
render the reformation odious to the prejudiced and

c Sir J. Davies, p. 153, 134, &c.
*  See Spencer's Account of Ireland, throughout.
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c  h A P. difcontented Irifh. T he old oppofition o f manners, 
a J laws, and intereft, was now inflamed by religious 
^ 7 ^ 7 ^  antipathy, and the fubduing and civilizing o f that 

country feemed to become every day more difficult 
and more impradticable.

T he animofity againft the Engliih was carried fo 
far by the Iriih, that, in an infurredtion railed by 
two fons o f the earl of Clanricarde, they put to the 
fword all the inhabitants o f the town of Athenry, 
though Iriih; becaufe they began to conform them- 
felves to Engliih cuftoms, and had embraced a 
more civilized form of life than had been pracliled 
by^thelr ancestors'1.

T he ufual revenue of Ireland amounted only to 
fix thoufand pounds a-yeare: The queen, though 
with much repiningf, commonly added twenty 
thoufand more, which (he remitted from England: 
And with this fmali revenue a body o f  a thoufand 
men was fupported, which on extraordinary emer
gencies was augmented to two thoufand5. N o won
der that a force fo dilproportioned to the objedt, 
inftead of fubduing a mutinous kingdom, ferved 
rather to provoke the natives, and to excite thofe 
frequent infurrecfions, which ftill farther inflamed 
the animofity between the two nations, and in- 
creafed the diforders to which the Iriih were natu
rally fubjedt.

I n  1560, Shan O ’Neale, or the great O ’Neale, 
as the Iriih called him, becaufe head o f that potent 
clan, raifed a rebellion in Ulfter; but after fome 
ikirmiflies.he was received into'favour upon his fob- 
milfion, and his promife o f a more dutiful behaviour 
for the futureh. This impunity tempted him to 
undertake a new infurredtion in 1567:; but being
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pulhed by fir Henry Sidney, lord deputy, here- C H A P ,  
treated into Clandeboy, and rather than fubmit to , 
the Engliih, he put himfelf into the hands o f fome 1599; 
Scortifh iilanders who commonly infefted thofe parts 
by their incurfions. . T he Scots, who retained a 
quarrel againft him on account o f former injuries, 
violated the laws o f hofpitality, and murdered him 
at a feftival to which they had invited him. H e 
was a man equally noted for his pride, his violence, 
his debaucheries, and his hatred to the Engliih na
tion. H e is faid to have put fome of his followers 
to death becaufe they endeavoured to introduce the 
ufe o f bread after the Engliih fafliionh Though 
fo violent an enemy to luxury, he was extremely 
addided to riot; and was accuilomed, after his in
temperance had thrown him into a fever, to plunge 
his body into mire that he might allay the flame 
which he had raifed by former excefTesk. Such was 
the life led by this haughty barbarian, who fcorned 
the title of the earl of Tyrone, which Elizabeth in
tended to have reftored to him, and who aflumed the 
rank and appellation o f king of Ulfter. H e ufed alfo 
to fay, that though the queen was his fovereign 
lady, he never made peace with her but at her 
feeking h

S ir Henry Sidney was one o f the wifeft and moil: 
active governors that Ireland had enjoyed for feve- 
ral reignsm; and he poflefled his authority eleven 
years ; during which he ftruggled with many diffi
culties, and made fome progrefs in repreffing thofe 
diforders which had become inveterate among the 
people. T h e earl o f Defmond, in 1569, gave him 
difturhance, from the hereditary animoii ty which 
prevailed between that nobleman and the earl o f 
Ormond, defcended from the only family eftablifhed 
in Ireland, that had fteadlly maintained its loyalty

1 Camden, p, 409. 
*. Ibid. p . 32.1.
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C H A P ,  to the Engliih crown". T he earl of Thomond, in 
1570, attempted a rebellion in Connaught, but 

i5?9r was obliged to fly into France before his defigns 
were ripe for execution. Stukely, another fugitive, 
found fuch credit with the pope, Gregory the X lllth , 
that he flattered that pontiff with the profped: of 
making his nephew, Buon Compagno, king of 
Ireland; and as if  this project had already taken 
effedt, he accepted the title of marquis of Leinfter 
from the new fovereign0. H e pafled next into 
Spain; and after having received much encourage
ment and great rewards from Philip, who intended 
to employ him as an inftrument in difturbing Eli
zabeth, he was found to poflefs too little intereft for 
executing thofe high promifes which he had made 
to that monarch. H e retired into Portugal; and 
following the fortunes of don Sebaftian, he periihed 
with that gallant prince in his bold but unfortunate 
expedition againft the Moors.

L o r d  Gray, after fome interval, fucceeded to the 
government of Ireland; and in 1579 fuppreffed a 
new rebellion of the earl o f Defmond, though iup- 
ported by a body of Spaniards and Italians. The 
rebellion o f the Bourks followed a few years after; 
occafioned by the ftridt and equitable adminiftratioa 
o f fli* Richard Bingham, governor o f Connaught, 
who endeavoured to reprefs the tyranny o f the chief
tains over their vaflalsp. The queen, finding Ire
land fo burthen fome to her, tried feveral expedients 
for reducing it to a ilate of greater order and fubmif- 
fion. She encouraged the earl of Efiex, father to that 
nobleman who was afterwards her'favourite, to at
tempt the fubduing and planting of Clandeboy, Fer
ny, and other territories, part of fome late forfeitures: 
But that enterprife proved unfortunate; and Eflex 
died of a diftemper occafioned, as is fuppofed, by the

r Camden, p. 424. 0 Ibid. p . 430, Cox, p .  354.
p  S to w e , p , 7 2 0 .
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vexation which he had conceived from his difap- ^ 
•pointmerits. A n  univerfity was founded in Dublin;
"with a view o f introducing arts and learning into 15^. 
‘that kingdom, and civilizing the uncultivated man
ners o f the inhabitants41. But the in oft unhappy 
expedient employed in the government of Ireland 
was that made ufe o f in 1585 by fir John Perrot,' 
at that time lord deputy: H e put arms into the 
?hands o f theilrifh inhabitants o f Ulfter, in order to 
enable them, without the a ill fiance of the govern
ment, to i-eprefs the incurfions o f the Scottifli 
iflanders, by which thefe parts were much infefiedr.
A t  the fame time, the invitations of Philip, joined 
to their zeaf for the catholic religion, engaged many 
o f the gentry to ferve in the Dow Country wars; 
and thus Ireland being provided with officers and 
foldiers, with difcipline and arms, became formi
dable to the Englifli, and was thenceforth able to 
maintain a more regular war againft her ancient 
matters.

H ugh O ’Neale, nephew to Shan CfNeale, had Tyrone’* 
'been raifed by the queen to the dignity of earl 0 f  « c e iio a , 

T yro n e: but having murdered his couiin, fon o f 
that rebel, and being acknowledged head o f his 
clan, ’he preferred the pride o f barbarous licence 
and dominion m the pleafures o f opulence and tran
quillity, and he 'fomented all thofe diforders by 
which he hoped to weaken or overturn the Engliih 
government. H e was noted for the vices of perfidy 
and cruelty, fo common among uncultivated na
tions : and was alfo eminent for courage, a virtue 
which their diforderly courfe o f life requires, and 
which, notwithftanding, being lefs fupported by the 
-principle o f honour, is commonly, more precarious . 
among them, than among a civilized people. T y 
rone, aftuated by this fpirit, fecredy fomented the

s Camden, p , 566, * r Nanton's ‘Fragment* Hegalla, p.. 10^.
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diicontents o f the Maguires* O ’Donnels, O ’Rourks, 
Macmahons, and other rebels; yet, trufting to the 
influence o f his deceitful oaths and profeffions, he 
put himfelf into the hands o f fir W illiam Ruffe!, 
who, in the year 1594, was fent over deputy to Ire
land. Contrary to the advice and proteftation of fir 
Henry Bagnal, marfhal o f the army, he was dif- 
miffed; and returning to  his own country, he em
braced the refolution o f raiifing an open rebellion* 
and o f relying no longer on the lenity or inexpe
rience of the Engliih government. H e  entered into 
a correfpondence with Spain: H e procured thence 
a fupply o f arms and ammunition ::i And having 
united all the Irifh chieftains in a dependence 
upon himfelf, he began to be regarded as a formi
dable enemy.

T h e  native Irifh were ib poor, that their country 
afforded few other commodities than cattle and oat
meal, which were eafily concealed or driven away 
on the approach of the enemy; and as Elizabeth 
was averfe to the expence requifite for fupporting' 
her armies, the Engliih found much difficulty in 
pufhing their advantages, and in purfuing the rebels 
into the bogs, woods, and other faftnefl.es, to which 
rhey retreated. Thefe motives rendered fir John 
Norris, who commanded the Engliih army, the 

_ more willing to hearken to any propofak o f truce or 
accommodation made him by Tyrone; and after 

! die war was fpun out by thefe artifices for fome 
years, that gallant Engliih man, finding that he had 
been deceived by treacherous promiles, and that he 
had performed nothing worthy of his ancient repu
tation, was ieized with a languiihing diftemper, and 
died of vexation and difcontent. Sir Henry Bagnal, 
who fucceeded him in the command, was ftill more 

^unfortunate. A s he advanced to relieve the fort of 
"Black-water, befieged by the rebels, he was fur- 
rounded in difadvantageous ground; his ioldiers, 
difcouraged by part o f their powder’s accidentally

taking
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talcing fire, were put to flight; and though thç < 
purfuit was ftopped By Mcmtacute, who commanded * 
the Ehgliíli horfe, fifteen hundred men, together 
with the general himfelfi were left dead Upon thè 
fpot. This viótòry, To unulual to the I rife, ron fed 
their courage, fupplied them with arms and ammu
nition, and railed the reputation o f Tyrone, who 
affumed the character of the deliverer o f  liis coun- 1 * 
try, and patrón of Irife liberty3.

T h è  Engliih council were now fenfible, that 
the rebellion of Ireland was come to a dahgerous" 
head, and that the former ternporifing arts o f grant
ing truces and pacifications to the rebels, and o f 
allowing them to purchafe pardons by refigning 
part of the plunder acquired during their infurrec- 
tion, ferved only to encourage the ipifit o f mutiny 
and diforder amonsr them. It was therefore refolved 
to pufh the war by more vigorous meafures; and 
the queen caft her eye on Charles Blount, lord 
Mountjoy, as a man who, though hitherto lefs ac- 
cuftomed to arms than to books and literature, was 
endowed, fhe thought, with talents equal to the un
dertaking. But the young earl o f Efiex, ambitious 
o f fame, and defirous of obtaining this government 
for himfelf, oppoled the choice o f Mountjoy ; and 
reprefented the necefiky o f appointing for that im
portant employment íbme perlón more experienced . 
in war than this nobleman, more praóliíed in bufi- 
nefs, and of higher quality and reputation. By this 
defcription, hé was underftood to mean himfelf1; 
and no fooner was his defire known, than his ene
mies, even more zealôufly than his friends, confpired 

# to gratify his wifhes. Many of liis friends thought 
that he never ought to confent, except for a ihort 
time, to accept o f any employment which muft re- *. 
move him from court, and prevent him from cul-

1 Cox, p. 4-15. 1 Baccni, voi. iv, p. 51s.
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HI STORY O t  ENGLAND.

x L i y

*5 9 9

Eflex fent over to 
Ireland.

À i P .  tivating that perforial inclinatio n which the qiieën fe 
j  yïiiblÿ bore him u. H is enerhfcs hoped, that if by 

his able nee fhe had once lèiiüre to forget the charliis 
o f his perfon and cônverfatïôn, his impatient ànâ 
lofty demeanor would foon difguft a princefs who 
ufually exafted fiich profound fubmiifion and im
plicit obedience from all her Servants. S u t Efifex 
was incapable o f entering into fuch cautious 
views; and even Elizabeth, who was extremely de- 
firous of fubduing the Irilh rebels, and who was 
much prëpofleiîèd in favour o f Efiex's genius, rea
dily agreed to appoint him governor o f Ireland, by 
the title of lord lieutenant. T h e  more to encou
rage him in his undertaking, ihe granted him by 
,liis patent more éxtenfive authority than had ever 
before been conferred on any lieutenant ; the power 
o f carrying on or finiihing the war as he pleafed, of 
pardoning the rebels, and of filling all the moil 
confiderable employments o f the kingdom 1. And 
*o enfure Him o f  fuccefs, ihe levied a numerous
army of fixteen thoufand foot and thirtecn hundred 
horfe, which fhe afterwards augmented to twenty 
thoufand foot and two thoufahd horfe: A  force 
which, it was apprehended, would be able in one 
campaign to overwhelm the rebels, arid "make ari 
entire conqueft of Ireland. 7 Nor did Eiiex’s ene
mies, the earl o f Nottingham, fir Robert Cecil, fir 
Walter Raleigh, and lotd Cobham, throw any ob- 
ilacles in the way ofthefe preparations; but hoped 
that the higher the queen's expectations o f luccels 
were raifed, the more difficult it would be for the 
event to correfpond to them. Th a like View, they 
rather feconded than oppofed thofe exalted enco- 
miu ms, which Efiex’s numerous and fangume friends 
difperfed, o f  his high genius, o f his elegant endow-; 
ments, his heroic courage, liis unbounded generofity.

u Cabala, p. 79. *. Rymer, toi». *vi. p. 366.
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and his noble birth; nor were they di (pleafed to 
obferye that paftionate fpndnefs which the people 
every where exprefled for this nobleman, Thefe 
artful politicians had ftudied his character ; and 
finding that his open and undaunted lpirit> if taught 
temper and refefve from oppofition, mult become 
invincible, they refoived rather to give full breath 
to thofe fails which were already too much expanded, 
and tq pufli him upon dangers o f which he leaned 
to make fuçh fmall a c c o u n t A n d  the better to 
make advantage of his indifcretions, fpies were fet 
upon all his afltions and even exprdlions ; and his 
vehement fpirit, which, while he was in the mid ft 
o f the court and environed by his rivals, was unac
quainted with dilguife, could nor fail, after he 
thought himfelf furrounded by none but friends, tq 
give a pretence for malignant fuipicions and con- 
ilru étions.
. E ssex left London in the month of March, at

tended with the acclamations of the populace; and 
what did him more honour, accompanied by a nu
merous train o f nobility and gentry, who, from 
affe&ion to his perlon, had attached themfclves tq 
his fortunes, and fought fame and military expe-. 
ricn.ce under fo renowned a commander. T h e firft 
aft o f authority which he exercifed after his arrival 
in Ireland, was an indiferetion, but of the generous 
kind ; and in both thefe refpe&s fuitable to his cha
racter. H e appointed his intimate friend, the earl 
o f Southampton, general o f the hprfe ; a nobleman 
who had incurred the queen's dilpleafure, by feçretly 
marrying without her content, and whom fhe had 
therefore enjoined Effex not to employ in any com
mand under him. She np fooner heard o f this inftance 
of difobedience than fhe reprimanded him, and or
dered him to recal his commiflion to Southampton.

But

E L I Z A B E T  H.

Y Camden. Oiborne, p. 371.
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466 H i s t o r y  o f  E n g l a n d .
C H A  P . But Effex, who had imagined that fotne reafons 

^  which he oppofed to her firft injun&ions, had fatif 
fled her, had the imprudence to remonftrate againft 
thefe fécond orders2; and it was not till ihe reite
rated her commands, that he could be prevailed orj 
to difplace his friend.

Hrs ill E sse x , on his landing at Dublin, deliberated with 
the Irifh council concerning the proper methods of 
carrying on the war againft the rebels ; and here he 
was guilty of a capital error, which was the ruin of 

, his enterprife. H e had always while in England 
blamed the conduit o f former commanders, who 
artfully protracted the war, who haraffed their troops 
in fmall enterprifes, and who, by agreeing to truces 
and temporary pacifications with the rebels, had 
given them leifure to recruit their broken forces \ 
In conformity to thefe views, he had ever infifted 
upon, leading his forces immediately intoTJlfter 
againft Tyrone, the chief enemy; and his inftruc- 
tions had been drawn agreeably to thefe his declared 
resolutions. But the Irifo counféliors perluaded 
him that the feafon was too early for thé enterprife, 
and that as the fnoraftes in which the northern 

; Irifh ufually flickered themfelves, would not as yet 
be paflable te> the Englifh fcrceà, it would be better 
to employ the prefent time in an expedition into 
Munfter. Their fecret reafon for this advice was, 
that many of them poflefled eftates in that province, 
and were defirous to have the enemy diflodgëd from 
their neighbourhoodb : But thé fame félfiifr fpirit 
which had induced them to give this counfel, made 
them foon after difown it when they found the bad 
ciotifequences with which it was attendedc. f 
: E ssex obliged all the rebels o f  Munfter either 
to fubmit or to fly into the neighbouring provinces:

r z Birch’s Memoirs, vol. ii. p .4 2 1. 4.51. * Ibid, p. 451.
Bjcon, vo ). iv .  p . 5 4 2 .  V B i r c h ’ s Memoirs, vel. ii. p. 44̂ *

f Winwood, voi. i. p. 140,
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But as the Iriih, from the greatnefs o f  the queehY c  hi A  P-; 
preparations, had concluded that Die intended to , x ^IVLf j  
reduce them to total lubje<5lion, or even utterly to i 59$y 
exterminate them, they confidered their defence as ; 
a common caufe; and the Engliih forces were no*-- 
fooner withdrawn, than the inhabitants o f Munfter 
relapfed into rebellion, and renewed their confede
racy with their other countrymen. T h e army, 
meanwhile, „by the fatigue o f long ând tedious 
marches, and by the influence o f  the climate, was 
become fickly j and on its return to Dublin, about 
the middle o f  July, was furprifingly diminifbed in 
number. T h e courage o f the foldiers was even 
much abated  ̂ For though they had prevailed in T 
fome lefler enterprifes againft lord Cahir and others * 
yet had they fometimes met with more flout re- 
fiftance than they expected from the Irifb, whom : 
they were wont to defpife: and as they were raw 
troops and unexperienced, a confiderable body o f 
them had been put to flight at the Glins, by an 
inferior number of the enemy. Eflex was fo en
raged at this rniibehaviouf, that he cafhiered all the 1 
officers, and decimated the private men d. But this 
a<Et o f feverity, though necefiary, had intimidated- 
the foldiers, and increafed their averfion to the fer- 
vice. • '

T he queen was extremely difgufted when fhe 
heard that fo confiderable a part o f the feafbn was 
confumed in thefe frivolous enterprifes; and was 
ftillmore furprifed that Eflex perfeveretl in the fame 
practice which he had ib much condemned in others, 
and which he knew to be fo much contrary to her 
purpofe and intention. That nobleman, in order 
to give his troops leifure to recruit from their fick- \ 
nefs and fatigue, left the main army in quarters, and 
marched with a fmall body o f fifteen hundred men 
into the county o f Ophelie againft the G ’Connors

E L I Z A B E T H .  407:
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C H ArP. and O ’Mores, whom he forced to. a fubmiffion:.: 
i  ®utr oa his return to Dublin, he found the army fa

*599* much diminifhed> that he wrote to, the Englifh 
council an account o f its condition, and informed  ̂
them, that if  he did not immediately receive a re
inforcement o f two thoufand men, it would be irn- 
poflible for him this feafon to attempt any thing 
againft Tyrone. That there might be no pretence 
for farther ina&ivity, the queen immediately fent 
over the number demandede; and Effex began at 
laft to affemble his forces- for the expeditioa into Ul- 
iter. The army was fo averfe to this enterprife, and 
fo terrified with the reputation o f Tyrone, that 
many o f them counterfeited ficknefs, many of them 
defertedf ; and Effex found, that after leaving the 
neceffary garrifons,; he could fcaredy lead four thou- 
fand men againft the rebels; H e marched, how
ever, with this fmall arm y; but was foon fenfible, 
that in fo advanced a feafon it would be impoffible 
for him to effe£t any thing againft an enemy who* 

T,- • though fuperior in number, was determined to avoid
every decifive aftion. . H e  hearkened, therefore, 
to a meffage fent him by Tyrone, who defired a 
conference; and a place near the two camps was 
appointed for that purpofe. T h e generals met 
without any of their attendants, and a river ran be
tween them, into which Tyrone entered to the 
depth o f his faddle: But Effex flood on the oppo
site bank. After half an hour’s conference, where 

: - Tyrone behaved with great fubmiffion to the lord 
lieutenant, aceffation of arms was concluded to the 
firft o f May, renewable from fix weeks to fix weeks;

15 but which might be broken off by either party upon 
a fortnight’s warning2. Effex alfo received from 

, Tyrone ptopofals for a peace, in which that rebel 
- had inferred many unreafonable and exorbitant con

ditions : And there appeared afterwards Tome, rea-

? e B ir c h ’ s M e m o ir s , v o l .  ii. p . 4 3 0 . C o x ,  p . 4.21.
 ̂ _  1 S y d n ey  s L e tte r s , v o l .  i i, p. 112, 113, g Ibid. p. 125*
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fon to fufpeéi that he had here commenced a very; 
unjuftifiahle. correfpondence with the enemy \

So unexpected an iiTue o f an enterprife, the 
greateft and moife exgenfive chap: Elizabeth had ever 
undertaken, provoked her extremely again® Effex j  
and this diiguft was much augmented by other cir- 
cumftances o f that nobleman's conduit. H e wrote; 
many letters to the queen and council, full o f pee^ 
vifli and impatient expreffions 3 complaining o f his. 
enemies, lamenting that their calumnies ihoukl be 
believed again® him, and difcovem g fymptoms o f 
a mind equally haughty and difcontented, She took 
care to  inform him o f her difiatisfaction * but com
manded him to. remain ia Ireland till farther 
orders.

E ssex heard at once o f Elizabeth's anger* and o f  
the promotion o f his enemy, fir. Robert Cecil, to 
the office o f mafter o f the wards, an office to which 
he himfelf afpired: And dreading that, if  he re
mained any longer abfent, the queen would be to- , 
tally alienated from him, he haftily embraced a 
refolution which, he knew, had once fucceeded with 
the earl o f Leicefter, the former favourite o f E li
zabeth. Leicefter, being informed while in the 
Low  Countries that his miftrefs was extremely 
difpleafed with his conduit, difobeyed her orders by 
coming over to England,* and having pacifiec^her 
by his prefence, by his apologies, and by his flat
tery and infinuation, difappointed all die expe&a- 
lions o f his enemies1. Eifex, therefore, weighing 
more the fimilarity o f circumftances than the differ
ence o f character between himfelf and Leicefter, 
immediately fet out for England* and making 

. fpeedy journies, he arrived at court before any one 
was in the leaft apprifed o f  his intentions*. 
Though befmeared with dirt and fweat, he haftened

h Winwood, voi. i. p. 307. State Trials* Bacon, voi. ir. 
p. 514*. 535- 537- * Birc&'s Memoir?, voi, ii. p. 453-

fc Winwood, voi. i. p. u S ,
8  ùp
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up flairs to the prefer)ce chamber, thence to the1 
privy chamber; nor flopped till lie was in theJ 
queen's bed-chamber, who was newly rifen, and 
was fitting with her hair about her face. H e threw* 
himfelfon his knees, killed her hand, and had fome' 
private conference with her; where he -was fo gra- ■ 
cioufly received that, on his departure, he was heard 
to exprefs great fatisfaftion, and to thank God that- 
though he had fufFered much trouble and many* 
ftorms abroad, he found a fweet calm at home h 

B u t  this placability o f Elizabeth was merely the 
refult o f  her furprife, and o f  the momentary fatif- 
fa&ion which ihe felt on the fudden and unexpected 
abearance o f her favourite: After Ihe had leifure 
for recollection, all his faults recurred to h er; and5 
ihe thought it neceflary, by fome fevere difcipline, 
to fubdue that haughty imperious fpirit, who, pre
fuming on her partiality, had pretended to domineer 
in her councils, to engrofs all her favour, -and to 
aCt, in the molt important affairs, without regard 
to her orders and inftruCtions. W  hen Effex waited 
on her in the afternoon, he found her extremely al
tered in her carriage towards him : She ordered him 
to be confined to his chamber; to be twice exa* 
mioed by the council; and though his aniwers were 
calm and fubmi{five, fhe committed him to the1 
cuftqdy of lord keeper Egerton, and held him fe- 
queftered from all company, even from that o f his 
countefs, nor was fo much as the intercourfe o f let
ters permitted between them. Effex dropped many 
exprdfions o f humiliation and forrow, none o f re- 
fentment: H e profefied an entire lob million to the 
queen’s will-: Declared his intention of retiring into 
the country, and o f leading thenceforth a private 
fife, remote from courts and bufinefs: But though 
he affeCted to be fo entirely cured of his afpiring 
ambition, the vexation o f this difappoiotment, and

1 Sydney's Letter*, vol.ji. p. 177,
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o f the triumph gained by his enemies; preyed upon C M E i  
his haughty fpirit, and he fell into a diftemper 
which l'eemed to put his life in danger. , 599̂

T he queen had always declared to all the world* 
and even to the earl himfelf, that the purpole o f  
her feverity was to correfi, ndt to ruin him * ; and 
when fhe heard o f his ficknefs, ihe was not a little 
alarmed with his fituadon. She ordered eight phy- 
ficians o f the beft reputation and experience to con- 
fult o f  his cafe; and being informed that the ¡flue 
was much to be apprehended, ihe fent Dr. James 
to him with fome broth, and defired that phyfician 
to deliver him a meffage, which Ihe probably deem
ed of. ftill greater virtue ; that if  ihe thought fuch a 
ftep confident with her honour, file would herfelf 
pay him a viiit. The byftanders, who carefully 
obferved her countenance, remarked that in pro
nouncing thefe words, her eyes were fuffufed with 
tears V

W hen the fymptoms o f the queen’s returning 
affection towards Effex were known, they gave a ^  
lenfible alarm to the faction which, had declared 
their oppofition to him. Sir W alter Raleigh, in 
particular, the moil violent as well as the moft am  ̂
bitious o f his enemies, was fo affe&ed with the 
appearance of this hidden revolution, that he was 
feized with ficknefs in his turn; and the queen was 
obliged to apply the fame falve to his wound, and 
to fend him a favourable meffage, expreffing her 
defire o f his recovery °.

T he medicine which the queen adminiftered to 
th efe  afpiring rivals was iuceefsful with both; and 
Effex being now allowed the company of his coun- 
tefs, and having entertained more promifing hopes 
of his future fortunes, was fo much reftored in his 
health, as to he thought paft danger. A  belief was

E L I Z A B E T H .  41I
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mmm infoUed into? Elizabeth, th f̂i his? diftemper h^d been 
e&prely counterfeit, in order to, move Her eojripsil 
fionpi and foe relapfed mm  her farmer rigour agai^Ct 
him- H e  wrote her adetter, and fear her a rfoh prefent 
an N e w rY ca n 's .d a ya s, was ufual with the cour
tiers at that tim e: She read the letter, but reje&ed 
the prefent % After feme interval,, however, of 
fe verity, foe allowed him to retire to his own houfe: 
And though he remained foil under ettftody, and 
was, feqjjeftfired from all; company, he was fo grate
ful for this mark o f lenity, that he fent her a letter 
o f  thanks on the occaiion, <€ This, farther degree 
#  o f goodnefe,”  faid he, <f doth found in my ears 
€€ as if  your majefty fpake thefe words, D ie no& 
C6 Ejfzx \ fa r  though Ip m ijh  thine, affeme> m d  hum- 
$-<: b it thee fa r  thy good} yet m ill I  one day keferved 
*!s again by thee* M yproftrate foul makes this an? 
,c fwer : /  hofe fan that blejjed day,. And in ex- 
iC peftation o f it, all my affiiirions o f body, and 
iC mindvare humbly, patiently, and cheerfully borne 
<f by m ef.M T h e countefk o f Effirx, daughter of 
fir Francis Walfingham, poffeffed, as well as her 
huiband, a refined tafte in literatu rean d  the chief
eonfolation which Effex enjoyed during this period 
o f anxiety and expectation, eonfifted in her com
pany, and in reading with her thole infou&ivp and 
entertaining authors, which even during, the time 
o f his greateft profperity, he had never entirely 

'' negle&ed.
T here were feveral incidents which kept alive 

the queen’s anger againfl: Effex. Every account 
which foe received from Ireland, convinced her 
more and more o f his mifeonduct in  that go
vernment, and of the infignificant pjurpofes to 
which he had employed fo much force and treafore. 
Tyrone, fo far from being quelled, had thought 
proper, in lefs than three months, to break the

 ̂ Sydney's Letters, voh ii. p. 253. s Ibid. p. 155, 256,
r Birch's Memoirs, p. 444.
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truce ; ànd joining 'with Ò * D d t i f i è l 9 -àîfâ biHèf fëbèïs, 
had over-run àîmôfl Itlie whole kingdom. ; 'He- 
boàfted ¿hit he was certain Of recëîv'ite a Apply o f 
men, fhòriey, and arms frofri Spain : HW pretended 
to  be champion 'Of the catholic féligidn : Ahd he 
openly exulted în thé préfent o f a phdenïi ’plume, 
Which th e ‘pope, Clément VIT I - in order'to eft Cou- 
tàge him in'the pròiecutiòn o f  fo good a càule, h‘afi 
corifecrated, and had conferred upon Him V Thfe 
queen, that fhe might check his prògrèfs, returned 
io  her former intention Of appointing Mouiitjoÿ 
lord-deputy ; and though that nobleman, who was 
an intimate friend of Efféx, ahd défi red his feturh

■ r-*c

to  the govern m éntof Ireland, did 'at fir il Véryear- 
neffly éxcufe himfelf, on account o f  his bad fiate 

O f health, fhe obliged him to accept o f the employ
ment. Mountjoy found thè ifl'and al iti oft in a  de
sperate condition 5 but being a trían ó f capacity and 
vigour, he was fo little difeouraged, that he inrtrrse- 
diatély advanced againft Tyrone in Ülftér. H e 
penetrated into the heart Of that country, the chief 
Teat o f the rebels : H e fortified p erry  and Mount-1 
Morris, in order to bridle the Trilli : H e chafed 
them from the field, and obliged them to take íhel- 
ter in the woods and morafies : H e employed, with 
equal Tuccèfs, fir George Càréw ih Muíifter : À ndc 
'by théfe pròmifìng ériterprifès, he gave new life t o :: 
the qúéén’s áüthority in that ifláftd.

A s the companion of Mountjoy’s adminiftratioh 
with that o f Effex contributed to aliénate Elizabeth
fiOm her favourite,Tne received additional Ùifguftfrorh ' 
the partiality o f thé people, Who, prépofféfféd with ah 
extravagant idea ofB fiex ’s merit, complained ofthe r 
injuftice done him by his Ternoval from court, arid J 
b y  his confinement. Libels were Tècrètly difperféd 
againft Cecil and Raleigh, and alfhis enemies : A n d " 
his popularity, which was always great, Teemed

s; Camden,‘p* G i 'j*  -
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c h a P .  rather to be increafed than diminifhed b y  his mif- 
 ̂ fortunes. Elizabeth, in order to juflify to the 

public her condudt with regard to him, had often 
exprefled her intentions o f having him tried in the 
Star Chamber for his offences: But her tendernefs 
for him prevailed at iaft over her feverity; and Ihe 
was contented to have him only examined by the 
privy-council. T h e attorney-general, Coke, opened 
the caufe againft him, and treated him with the Cru
elty and infolence which that great lawyer ufually 
exercifed againft the unfortunate. H e difplayed in 
the ftrongeft colours, all the faults Comfinitted by 
Effex in his adminiftration of Ireland : H is making 
Southampton general o f the horfe, contrary to the 
queers injunctions; his deferring the enterprife 
againft Tyrone, and marching to Leinfter and 

■ Munfter; his conferring knighthood on too many 
perfons ; his fecret conference with Tyrone ; and his 
iudden return from Ireland, in contempt of her 
majefty’s commands. H e alfo exaggerated the in
dignity o f the conditions which Tyrone had been 
allowed to propofe; odious and abominable condi
tions, faid he; a public toleration of an idolatrous 
religion, pardon for himfelf and every traitor in Ire
land* and full reftitution o f lands and pofieffions to 
all o f them1. The folicitor-general, Fleming, in
filled upon the wretched fituarion in which the 

'  earl had left that kingdom ; 'and Francis, fon of fir 
Nicholas Bacon, who had been lord-keeper in the 
beginning of the prefent reign, clofed the charge 
with difplaying the undutiful exprelfions contained 
in fome letters written by the earl.

E ssex, when he came to plead in his own de
fence, renounced, with great fubmiflion and humi
lity, all pretenfions to an apology11; and declared 
his refolution never, on this or any other occaiion, 
to have any conteft with his fovereign. H e faid,

1 Birch’s Memoirs, vqJ. it. p, 44.9.
* Sydney’s Letters, voJ. ii, p. z o o .
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that, having fevered himfelf from the world, anti c h a p . 
abjured all lentiments o f ambition, he had no fcru- , j  
pie to confefs every failing or error, into which his ,6oo* 
youth, folly, or manifold infirmities might have 
betrayed him ; that his inward forrow for his offences 
againil her majefby was fo profound, that it exceeded 
all his outward crofles and afflictions, nor had he 
any fcruple o f fubmitring to a public confellionof 
whatever fhe had been pleafed to impute to him* 
that in his acknowledgments he retained only one 
referve, which he never would relinquiih but with 
his life, the afiemon of a loyal and unpolluted heart, 
o f an unfeigned affection, of an earneft defire ever 
to perform to her majefty the beft fervice which his 
poor abilities would permit \ and that if  this lend- 
ment were allowed by the council, he willingly aC- 
quieiced in any condemnation or fentence which 
they could pronounce againft him. This fubmiffion 
was uttered with fo much eloquence, and in fo pa
thetic a manner, that it drew tears from many of 
the audience A ll the privy-counfellors, in giving 
their judgment, made no fcruple of doing the earl 
juftice with regard to the loyalty of his intentions*
Even Cecil, whom he believed his capital enemy, 
treated him with regard and humanity. And the 
fentence pronounced by the lord-keeper (to which 
the council aifented) was in thefe words: “  I f  this 
"  caufe,”  faid he, tc had been heard in the Star- 
"  Chamber, my fentence muff: have been for as 
“  great a fine as ever was fet upon any man’s head 
"  in that court, together with perpetual confine- 
<£r ment in that prilon which belongeth to a man of 
u his quality, the Tower. But fince we are now 
"  in another place, and in a courfe o f favour, my 
f< cenfure is, that the earl o f Efiex is not to exe- 
fc cute the office o f a counfellor, nor that o f earl

f. t . .  * L \
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>< famrihd o f England;, 'nor o f  M t e  Of fhfe tord* 
u  nartte ; <$n3 to  return to  his ftWn houfe, there to 
%i continue & prisoner till 'it ffiall pleafe her majefty 

/ HC to reterfe this land ail %ht tdft o f his (ententey.” 
T h e  eari df Cumberland made a  flight oppofition to 
%'his Tenteftc£; and faid, that i f  he thought it  would 

Hand, he Would have required a little more time to 
deliberate; that h e  deemed it fomewhat fevere 3 and 
tthat any commander in  th ief m ight eafily incur a 
Hike penalty. -But however, added he, in confi
dence of her rmjeily’s -mercy, I  agree with the reft. 
T h e earl o f  Worcefter delivered his opinion in a 
coupledf Latin verfes; importing, that, where the 
G ods are ^offended, even misfortunes ought to he 
imputed as crimes, and that accident is no extufe 
for tranfgreflions agairift: the Divinity.

B acon, fo much diittngui&ed afterwards by his 
high offices, and ftill more by his profound genius 
for the fcrehces, was nearly allied to ! the Cecil family, 
%eing nephew to lord B urleigh, and coufin-german 
to  the fecretary: But notwithftanding his extraordi
nary talents, he had met With foiittle protedtionfrom 
his powerful relations, that he had not yet obtained 
any preferment in the law, which was his profeflion.

. B u t Eftex, who could diftinguilfh merit, and who 
£paffioriately loved it, had entered into an intimate 
frieridihip with Bacon; had zealouily attempted, 
"though without fuccefs, to procure him the office of 
Solicitor-general; and in Order to Comfort his friend 
under the difappointment, had conferred on him a 

, prefent o f land to  the value o f eighteen hundred 
pounds *. The public could ill excufe Bacon’s ap
pearance before the council, againft fo munificent a 

. benefa&or; though he afted in obedience to the 
queen’s commands: But (he was fo well pleafed

y Birch's Memoirs, vol. ii, p. 454, Camden, p. 626, 627.
* Cabala, p ...78,
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with Ids'behaviour, that fhe impofed on hîm a new 
tafk, o f drawing a narrative o f that day’s proceed
ings, in order to fatisfy the public o f  the jufiice and 
lenity o f  her condud. Bacon* whbV wanted fifrh- 
nefs o f character more than humanity, :gave to the 
whole trarifàéÊkm the m o t favourable turri for Eflex; 
and, in particular, painted out, in elaborate éxpref* 
fion, the dutiful fubmifiion which that nobleman 
difcovered in the defence that he made for his con
duct. W hen he read the paper to her, fhe fmiletl 
at that paffage, and obferved to Bacon, that qld 
love, flie faw, could not eafily be forgotten. H e 
repliedy that ,he hoped fhe meant that o f  hérfelf3.

A l l  the world indeed expedred that Efiex would 
foon be reinftated in his former credit^ perhaps, 
as is ufual in reconcilements founded onindination, 
would acquire an additional afcendant over the 
queen,-arid after all his difgraces would again ap
pear more a favourite than ever. They were con
firmed in this hope when they faw thaty though he 
was ftill prohibited from appearing at Court % he 
was continued in his office o f  matter o f horfe, and 
was reftored to his liberty, and that all his friends 
had acccfs to him. Effex himfelf feemed determined 
to perfevere in that conduit which had hitherto 
been fb fuccefsful, and which the queen, by all this 
difciphrie, had endeavoured to render habitual to 
him : H e wrote to her, that he killed her majefty's 
hands, and the rod with which fhe had corrected 
him V but that he could never recover his wonted 
cheerfulnefs, till fhe deigned to admit him to that 
prefence, which had ever been the chief fourCe o f 
his happinefs and enjoyment: And that he had riow 
refolved to make amends for his paft errors, to re
tire into a country folitude, and fay with Nebuchad
nezzar, ** L et my dwelling be with the beafts o f

* Cabal», p. S3. b Wituroodi i_. P* SÎ4* v
* Birch's Memoirs, vol, ÎÏ. p. 462.
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u  the field ; let me eat grafs as an ox, and be w et 
u  with the dew of heaven; till it ihall pleafe the 
“  queen to reftore me to my underftjanding.”  T h e  
queen was much pleafed with thefe fentiments, and 
replied, that lhe heartily wiihed his actions might 
correfpond with his expreffions; that he had tried 
;her patience a long time, and it was but fitting (he 
;íhould now make fome experiment o f his fubmifiion ; 
.that her father would never have pardoned; fo 
much obftinacy; but that, if the furnace of afflic
tion produced fuch good effects, fhe ihouki ever 
after have the better opinion o f her chemiftryd. ,

T h e  earl o f Efiex poffefied a  monopoly o f fweet 
.wines; and as his patent was near expiring, he pa
tiently expeóted that the queen would renew it,r;and 
he confidered this event as the critical circumftánce 
o f  his life, which would determine whether he could 
ever hope to be reinitated in credit and authority -. 
But Elizabeth, though gracious in her deportment, 
;was of a temper fome what haughty and feveqs; and 
Being continually furrounded with ¿Efiex’s enemies, 
•means were found to periuade her, that his lofty 
fpirit was not yet fufficiently fubdued, and, that he 

mrmft undergo this farther trial, before he could 
a^ain be fafelv received into favour. She therefore 
denied his requeft ; and even added, in a contemp
tuous ftyle, that an ungovernable beaft .mull be 
Hinted in his provenderf, \ ;
t- T h i s  rigour, pufhed one ftep too far, proved the 
fihal ruin of this young noblemen, and was the 

.fource o f infinite lorrow and vexation to the queen 
: herlelf. Efiex, who had with great difficulty fo long 
vftibdued his proud lpirit, and whofe patience was 
now exhaufted, imagining, that the queen was en
tirely inexorable, burft at once all reftraints o f  fub- 

-ifiifiipn and of prudence, and determined to feek re
l i e f  by proceeding to the utmoft extremities againft

4 -Camden, p, 6aS. c Birch’s Memoirs, vol, iL p. 47s.
* Camden, p. 6 7 S. *
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E L I Z A B E T H *
his enemies* Even during his greateil favour he 
had ever been accuflomed to carry matters with a 
high hand towards his iovereign; and as this prac
tice gratified his own temper, and was fometimes 
fuccefsful, he had imprudently imagined that it was 
the only proper method o f managing her8* But 
being now reduced to defpair, he gave entire reins 
to his violent difpofition, and threw off all appear
ance of duty and refpeft. Intoxicated with the 
public favour, which he already poffeffed, he prac- 
tifed anew every art o f popularity; and endeavoured 
to increafe the general good-will by a hofpitable 
manner o f life, little fuited to his iituation and cir- 
cumftances. H is former employments had given 
him great connexions with men o f the military pro- 
feifion; and he now entertained, by additional ca
rdies and civilities, a friendihip with all defperate 
adventurers, whofe attachment he hoped might, in 
his prefent views, prove ferviceable to him. H e 
fecretly courted the confidence of the catholics; but 
his chief truft lay in the puritans, whom he openly 
carefied, and whofe manners he feemed to have en
tirely adopted. H e engaged the moil celebrated 
preachers o f that feci to refort to Eflex-houfe; he 
had daily prayers and-fermons in his family $ and 
he invited all the zealots in London to attend thofe 
pious exercifeSi Such was the difpofition now be
ginning to prevail among the Engliih, that, inilead 
o f  feafting .and public fpe£lacles, the methods an
ciently praftifed to gain the populace, nothing fo 
effectually ingratiated an ambitious leader with the 
public, as thefe fanatical entertainments. And as 
the puritanical preachers frequently inculcated in 
their fermons the dodlrine o f refiftance to the civil 
magiilrate, they prepared the minds o f their hearers 
for thofe feditious projects which Effex was fecretly 
meditating \

% Cabala, p. 79*
b Birch's Memoirs, volt ii. p, 463, Camden, p. 630.
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But the gre^teft imprpd&ice p f this nobleman 
proceed# t&e ppgnhefi* o f  his temper, by which
he was ill qualified to fuqceed ip fqch difficult and 
dangerous entjerptifqs. H e indulged hirpfelf in great 
liberties o f fpeech» and even heard to fay o f  the 
queen, that ihe was now grown an qld wqman, and 
was becopie as crocked in, her mind as in her body U 
Sonne court ladies, wfiofe favours Effex had formerly 
negleitedj carried her thefe ftqries, and incenfed her 
to a high degree againft him. Elizabeth was ever 
remarkablyjealous on this head; and though ihe 
was pqw approaching t o  her feventieth year, ihe al- 
lowed her courtiers14 apd even foreign ambaffadors 
to compliment her upon her beauty; nor had all 
her good fenfe, been able tQ cure her o f this pre- 
ppfterous vanity :

was ajfb an expedient employed by Effex, 
which, i f  poifible, \vas more provoking to the queen 
than thole fajcafms on her age and deformity; and 
that \va$, his fecret applications to the king o f Scots, 
her heir apd iuccefior, That prince had this year 
very narrowly efcapqd a dangerous, though in
formed, conspiracy o f  the, earl o f  Gowry; and even 
his deliyerajnee, was attended with this difagreeable 
circumftapcq, that the pfeftinate eqdefiaitics periiiled, 
in fpite o f the moil incppteftihk evidence, to main
tain to his face, that there had been na fuch con-; 
ipiracy. James, harafied with his turbulent and 
fadious fubjedsj caft a wjfiaful eye to. the fucceffion 
o f  England; apd» in proportion as the queen ad
vanced in years, his defire, increafed p f mounting 
that throne, on which, befides acquiting a great ad
dition o f power and fplendour, he hoped to govern a

H I S T O R Y  0 F E N G L A N D .
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pèòplé io triti eh mòre tràftabìe and furimi fève. H e 
negotiated with all tfie courts of Europe/ in order 
to enfiïre himfelf friends and partifáris: H é even 
nëgîëëlerî rio è tÎïé court o f Rome and that of Spain t  
arid though He engaged hiitifelf in ho pofitive promife, 
hë flattered the catholics With hòpès that, in thé event 
or his fúcceffion, they might éxpéét fóme more li
berty thán Was at preicrit indulged them. Elizabeth 
was the Otfly fovereign in Europe tò whom hé never 
dared to vnerrtiòir his right o f fue ce flíon ; H e knew 
fhàt, though her advancéd age might how invité 
ftér to think ò f fixing an heir to the crown, ihe 

. never covrld bèar thé profpcól o f her own death 
without horror, and was determined Hill to retain 
him, and all Other competitors, in an entire depend
ence upon her.

E ssex was defcêrided by fémaîës from the roÿal 
Family; and fome o f his fánguine partifans had 
been fo imprudent as to méntion his name among 
£hofé: o f Other pretendérs to thè cròwn ; but the earl 
took caté, by means Of Henry Lee, whom he fe- 
cretly fent into Scotland, to afin re James, that, lb 
far from entertaining' fúch ambitious views, he was 
determined to ule every expédient for extorting an 
immédiate declaration’ in favour o f that monarch's 
right o f füccélïion. James Willingly hearkened to 

- this ptopòfaf ; but did not approve o f the violent 
methods wliich Eflëx intended to employ. ÉíTex 
had; communicated his íchémé to Mountjoy, deputy 
o f Ireland; and as no man ever commanded more 
the cordial affeéÚon and attachment o f his friends, 
fie had everi engaged à péffon of that virtue and 
prudence fo entertain thoughts o f bringing over 
patt o f his" army into England, and o f forcing the 
queen fó déclare thé king ó f Scots hér fucceffor \  
A n d  frith was Eilex’s impatient ardour, that, though 
James declined this dangerous expedient, he itili

* Birch’s Memoirs, rol, ¡i. p, 471.
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endeavoured to perfuade Mountjoy not to defift from 
the p to jed : But the deputy, who thought that fuch 

,6ooi violence, though it might be prudent, and evert 
juftifiable, when fupported by a fovereign prince, 
next heir to the crown, would be rafh and criminal, 
if  attempted by fubje&s, ablolutely refufed his con
currence, T h e  correfpondence, however, between 
Effex and the court of Scotland was flill conduced 
with great Tecrecy and cordiality; and that noble
man, befides conciliating the favour o f James, re
prefen ted all his own adverfaries as enemies to that 
prince’s fuccefiion, and as men entirely devoted to 
the interefls o f  Spain, and partifans of the chime
rical title o f the Infanta,

T he Infanta and the archduke Albert had made 
fome advances to the queen for peace; and Bou
logne, as a neutral town, was chofen for the place 
o f conference. Sir Henry Nevil, the Englifh re- 
fident in France, Herbert, Edmondes, and Beale, 
were fent thither as ambafiadors From England;

*6th May. and negotiated with Zuniga, Carillo, Richardot, and 
Verheiken, minifters of Spain, and the archduke:/ 
But the conferences were foon broken off by dif- 
pures with regard to the ceremonial. Am ong the, 
European ilates England had ever been allowed the 
precedency above Caftile, Arragon, Portugal, and 
the ether kingdoms o f which the Spanifh monarchy 
was compofed; and Elizabeth infilled, that this an
cient right was not loft on account of the junftion 
o f thefe dates, and that that monarchy in its prefent 
Situation, though it furpaffed the Engliih in extent 
as well as in power, could not be compared with it 
in point pf antiquity, the only durable and regular 
foundation of precedency among kingdoms as well 
as noble families. That Ihe might ihew, however, 
a pacific difpofition, ihe was content to yield to an 
equality; but the Spanifh minifters, as their nation 
had always difputed precedency even with France, 
to which England yielded, would proceed no farther
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in the conference, till their fuperiority o f rank were c  
acknowledged0. During the preparations for this; 
abortive negotiation the earl of Nottingham, the V 
admiral, lord Buckhurft, treafurer, and fecretary 
Cecil, had difcovered their inclination to peace; 
but as the Engliih nation, fluffed with fuccefi, and
fanguine in their hopes o f plunder and conqueft, 
were in general averie to that meafure, it was eaiy 
for a perfon fo popular as EiTex to infufe into the 

I multitude an opinion, that thefe minifters had ia- 
f crificed the interefts o f their country to Spain, and 

would even make no fcruple o f  receiving a fovereign^ 
from that hoftile nation,,

B u t  Eflex, not content with thefe arts for decry- ' »6ox. 
ing his adversaries, proceeded to concert more vio
lent methods o f ruining them; chiefly inftigated by 
CufFe, his fecretary, a man o f  a bold and arrogant 
fpiriti who had acquired a great afcendant over his 
patron. A  felect council o f  malcontents was formed, 
who commonly met at Drury-houfe, and were com- 
pofed o f fir Charles Davers, to whom the houfe be
longed, the earl o f Southampton, fir Ferdinando 
Gorges, fir Chriftopher Blount, fir John Davies, 
and John Littleton; and Efiex, who boafted that 
he had a hundred and twenty barons, knights, and / 
gentlemen o f note at his devotion, and who trufted 
ftill more to his authority with the populace, com
municated to his afibciates thole fecret defigns with 
which his confidence in lb powerful a party had in- 
fpired him. Am ong other criminal projefts, the 
refult o f blind rage and delpair, he deliberated with 
them concerning the method o f taking arms; and 
aiked their opinion whether he had bell begin with 
feizing the palace or the Tower, or fet out with 
making himfelf mafter at once o f both places. The 
firft enterpriie being preferred, a method was con
certed for executing it. It was agreed that fir

* W i»wood’s Memorials, vol. i. p. i S6— * **6.
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c a  with a- choice detachments
ihQuid hirufelf o f th e palace gatesij that

^ o^ ^ 'G aw ie^  Jbaqld,_jKze-the.-haUi: Dayers the guard--, 
Kis nliur- chamber, and prefence-ohamber ; and that Efibc: 
re non. iboiild ruth in from the Meufe, attended by; a body 

o f his partifans; fhoufcl entreat the queen with all 
deroonfoations of humility-, m  remove his enemies: 
ihould oblige her to aifemble a parliament y and 
ih<Hjid-witb ccMinrnon; content fettle a new phrc o f  
government*.

?th Feb. W  h l l b . thefc ctelperate p r o je fts  w e re  in a g ita tio n ,.
. many reafons. of fui'picion were carried to^theqtieen;

and fhe fent Robert Sacville, fon of the treasurer*:
, . to Effex-houfe, on- pretence o f a vifit, but. in reality

with a view o f di [covering whether there were m  
that place any unufual eoneourfe o f  people, or any 

. extraordinary preparations which m ight threaten, an. 
infurredion. Soon after Eflfex received a fuwirnons 
tô  attend the council,, which met at the treafurer’sr 
houfe; and while he was muling; on this circumi- 
ftance,. and comparing, it with the late unexpeifed 
vifit from-Sacville,: a private note was- conveyed to 
him,, by which he was warned, to provide for. his own 
fafety. H e concluded5 that all his confpiracy was: 
djfqoveied, at leaft fiafpe&ed; and that the eafiett 

. puniihment which he hadi reafon to apprehend-, was 
a.new and more fevere confinement: H e therefore 
exeufed himlelf to the council on pretence o f  an 
-iodiipofition.and he immediately; difpatched mef- 
fages to his more intimate confederates, requ effing 
their advice, and affiftance in the prefemt critical 
fituation of his affairs. They deliberated,* whether: 
they ihould abandon all their projects, and, fly the: 
kingdom ; or inftantly leize the palace with the 
force which, they could affemble ; or rely upon: the 
affections- o f the citizens, who were generally known ,

p Camden, p. C30. Birch’s Memoirs, vol. ii. p. 464. State Trials. 
Bacon, vol. iv. p. 5^1, 543.
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to have a great attachment m  the earfl Efle* de- 
dared againft the firft expedient, and prdeffed him- 
fd f  determined to undergo any fete rather than fob- 
roit to live the life of a fugitive. T o  feize the pa-f 
Jace feemed impra&kable,. withorn more prepara
tions y efpeciaHy as. the queens feemed now aware o f 
their projects,, and* as they heard, had «fed the pre-v 
caution o f doubling lier ordini&y guards. There 
remained, therefore, no expedient but that of be
taking themfelves to the city $ and, while the pru
dence and feafrbiliey of this refolution was* tinder de
bate, a perfon arrived, who, a$ if he had received a 
commidion for the purpofe, gave them affbrance o f 
the affections of the Londoners, and affirmed, that’ 
they might fecorely reft any project on that found a-' 
tioiv. T  he popularity of EfieX had chiefly bucked 
him up* in all his vain u Refer takings; and he fondly 
imagined, that with no other1 affifta-nee than the 
good-will o f the multitude,* he might overturn ER-* 
zaire til’s government,, confirmed by time, revered 
for wifdom, Supported by vigour, and concurring 
with the’ general fentiments of the nation-. T h €  
wiid project of raifing the; city was immediately re-* 
folved on; the execution of it' was- delayed- till nexf 
d a y ; and emiifaries were di {patched to all Efltex^ 
friends,, informing them that Cobham and Raleigh5 
had laid fchemes. again ft his life, and entreating their 
prefence and affiftance.

N est day there appeared at Efiex-botife1 ch^sthFeb. 
earls o f Southampton and Rutland, rheTords Sandys: 
and Monteagle, with about three hundred genrlep 
men of good' quality and fortune; and Eflex in^ 
formed* them o f the danger’ to which he pretended  ̂
the machinations o f his enemies expofed him.
T o  feme he faid, that he would throw himfelf at ther 
queen’s fees, and crave her juftice and protection:
T o  others  ̂ he boafted o f his; intereft in the city, 
and affirmed  ̂ that whatever might happen  ̂ this*

refource



MV* refcurce could never fail him. T h e  queen was in* 
 ̂ formed of thefe defigns, by means o f intelligence^ 
conveyed, as is fuppofed, to Raleigh, by fir Ferdi- 
nando Gorges; and, having ordered the magiftrates: 
o f  London to keep the citizens in readinefs, ihê  
fent Egerton, lord keeper, to Eilex-houfe, with the 
earl o f Worceiter, fir William Knollys, controller, 
and Popham, chief juftice, in order to learn the* 
caufe o f  thefe unufual commotions. T hey were? 
with difficulty admitted through a wicket; but allf 
their fervants were excluded except the purfe- 
bearer. After fome altercation, in which they 
charged Efiex’s detainers, upon their allegiance, to* 
lay down their arms, and were menaced in their turn* 
by the angry multitude who furrounded, them, the 
earl, who found that matters were paftrecal, refblved 
to leave them prifoners in his houfe, and to proceed 
to the execution o f his former project. H e fallied: 
forth with about two hundred attendants, armgd 
only with walking fwords; and in his paffage to Ihe 
city, was joined by the earl o f Bedford and lord 
Cromwel, H e cried aloud, For the queen! fo r  the 
queen! a plot is laid for my life ; and then proceed
ed to the houfe o f Smith the iheriff, on whofe aid 
he had great reliance. T he citizens flocked about 
him in amazement; but though he told them that 
England was fold to the Infanta, and exhorted them 
to arm inftantly, otherwife they could not do him 
any fervice, no one ihowed a difpofition to join 
him. The iheriff, on the earl’s approach to his 
houfe, ftole out at the back door, and made the beft: 
o f his way to the mayor. Effex, meanwhile, ob- 
ferving the coldnefs of the citizens, and hearing: 
that he was proclaimed a traitor by the earl o f  
Cumberland and lord Burleigh, began to defpair o f  
fuccefs, and thought o f  retreating to his own houfe. 
H e found the ftreets in his paffage barricadoed and 
guarded by. the citizens under the command o f  fir

i John
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John Levifon. In his attempt to force his way, c  
Tracy, a young gentleman to whom he bore great , ;
friendihip, was killed with two or threeof the Lon- i6©i. 
doners; and the earl himfelfi attended by a few o f 
his partifans (for the greater part began iecretly to* 
withdraw themielves), retired towards the river, and; 
taking boat, arrived at Eflex houle. H e there 
found that Gorges, whom he had lent before to ca
pitulate with the lord keeper and the other coun- 
iellors, had given all o f them their liberty, and had 
gone to court with them. H e was now reduced to 
defpair; and appeared determined, in profecution 
o f lord Sandy s’ advice, to defend himielf to the 
laft extremity, and rather to perilh, like a brave 
man, with his fword in his hand, than balely by the 
hands o f the executioner: But after fome parley, 
and after demanding in vain, firft hoftages, then 
conditions from the beiiegers, he furrendered at dif- 
cretioni requefting only civil treatment, and a fair* 
arid impartial hearing*1.

T he queen, who during all this commotion had i9Feb, 
behaved with as great tranquillity and fecurity as if  Mis trial* 
there had only palled a fray in the ftreets, in which 
ihe was nowife concernedr, loon gavfe orders for the 
trial o f the moft confiderable o f the criminals. The 
earls o f Eflex and Southampton were arraigned be
fore a jury of twenty-five peers, where Buckhurfl: 
afted as lord fteward. T h e guilt o f the prifoners 
was too apparent to admit o f any doubt $ and, be- 
fides the infurreirion known to every body, the 
treafonable conferences at Drury-houfe were proved 
by undoubted evidence. Sir Ferdinando Gorges 
was produced in court: T he confeifions o f the earl 
o f Rutland, o f the lords' Cromwel, Sandys, and 
Monteagle, o f Davers, Blount, and Davies, were 
only read to the peers, according to the practice o f

4 Camden, p. 63s. 1 Birch's Memoirs, vol. ii. p. 469*
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that: age. Effex’s heft friends wére fcàndalifed âé 
his affurartee1 i n  irtfifting fo  pfofitivdy onf his ifmo1- 
cence, and the goodnefs o f his intentions i  and ftifl 
more at his vindictive difpofrtion., inf acctrifngy with
out any appearance o f reafon, fee re cary Cecil as; ai 
partifan o f the Infanta’s title. T he feerètaryy who 
had expefted this charge, ftepped into the court 
and challenged Effex to produce his authority^ 
which, on examination, was found extremely weak 
rfnd frivolous *. W hen fentence was pronounced,» 
Effèx fpoke like a mart who* eXpeiïed nothing but 
death: But' lie added, that he ihould be forry if  hé 
were reprefcrvted to the queen as a perfon that dé- 
fpifel her clemency ; though he fhould not, he be
lie vedv make' any cringing fubmiffioris tô obtain it* 
Southampton’s behaviour was more mild and fu b - 
miffrve : H e entreated the good offices o f the peers- 
iris fa  ruode’ft and becoming, a manner as excited 
companion m  every one.

T he moft remarkable cirComftartcé in Effex’£
, ttiaS was Bacon’s appearance a'gainft him. H e was 
none o f the crown lawyers ; for was not obliged b y 
his office to affift at this trial : Y e t did he not feru- 
ple, in order to obtain the queen’ŝ  favour, to* be- 
active in bereaving of life his friend and patron,- 
whofe generofity he had often experienced. H e  
compared EiTex’s- conduft, in pretending to1 feat the’ 
attempts o f his adverfaries, to that o f  TififtratuS the 
Athenian, who cut and wounded* his own body ; 
and making the people believe that his enemies had 
committed the violence, obtained a guard for h&  
perfon, by whole affiilance he afterwards fobdued 
the liberties of bis country.

A fter: EiTex had paiîéd fonde days in the fôlitudë 
and refleftions o f a prifon, his proud- heart was at 
laft fobdued, not by the fear o f  deaths but by the

* Baebn, voU iv. p, 530.
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fentipients .of religion ; a principle which he; had he- ft 
fore attempted to make i the -informent of his am?. 
bition, but which now took a more -firm hold df 
his mind, and prevailed over'every other motive anà 
confideration. H is fpiritual direîâors per loaded him, 
that he never could obtain the pardon of heaven . 
unlefs he made .a full confeilion o f his di (loyalty ; 
and he gave in to the council an account of all his 
criminal - defigns, as weU.as o f his correfpondence 
with the king o f Scots. H e fpared not even his 
moft intimate friends, fuch as lord Mountjoy, 
whom he had engaged in thefe eonfpiraeies f  and he 
fought to pacify his prefent remorfe by making fuch 
atonements as, in any other period o f h is’ life, he 
would have deemed more blamable than thofe at
tempts themfelves which were the objeéls o f his 
penitence V  Sir Harry Nevil, in particular, a man 
o f  merit, he acçufed o f * a correfpondence with the 
confpirators ; though it appears that this gentleman ; V'f 
had never aflented to the propofals made him, and, [
was no farther criminal than in not revealing thç 
earl’s,treafon ; an office to which every man of ho
nour naturally bears the ferongefl reluftance u. N e- 
vil was thrown into prifon, and underwent a fevere 
perfecution : But, as the queen found Mountjoy ah 
able and fuccefsfu} commander’ ihe continued him 
in his government, and facrificed her refentmenÇ 
ta the public feryice.

E lizabeth  affbfted extremely the pfaife o f  cfe-. 
mency ; and in every great example which fhç had ■ 
made during her reign, Ihe had always appealed 
full o f reluctance and hefifcation : But the prefent 
fituation of Eifex called forth, all her tender affix- - 
tions, and kept her in the molt real agitation and 
irrefolution* She felt a perpetual combat between 
refentment and inclination, pride and: compafifon, 
the. care o f her own fefety and concern for her fa-

1 Winvvood, vpli i. p. ¿ça*; B Ibid» vol. i. p. 301*
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c h a p , vourite ; and her fituation, during this interval, wall 
perhaps more an objeft o f pity than that to which;

**"*6ox̂  Eflex himfelf was reduced. She figned the warrant 
for his execution; ihe countermanded it ; (he again 
refolved on his death; ihe felt a new return o f  ten- 
derneis. Eflex’s enemies told her, that he himfelf 
ciefired to die, and had allured her, that ihe could 
never be in fafety while he lived: It is likely that 
this proof o f penitence and o f  concern for her would 
produce a contrary effe6t to, what they intended, and 
would revive all the fond affeition which ihe had fo 
long indulged towards the unhappy prifoner. But 
what chiefly hardened her heart againft him was his 
fuppoied obftinacy in never making, as ihe hourly 
expe&ed, any application to her for mercy ; and ihe 
finally gave her confent to his execution. H e dif- 
covered at his death fymptoms rather o f  penitence 
and piety than o f fear; and willingly acknowledged

15th Feb. the juftice o f  the fentence by which he fuffered. The
And exe- execution was private in the Tower, agreeably to 

j^s own requeft. H e was apprehenfive, he faid, left 
the favour and companion o f the people would too 
much raife his heart in thofe moments, when hu
miliation under the afflifting hand o f heaven was the 
only proper fentiment which he could indulge*. 
And the queen, no doubt, thought that prudence 
required the removing of fo melancholy a fpeftacle 
from the public eye. Sir W  alter Raleigh, who 
came to the Tower on purpofe, and who beheld 
Effex’s execution from a window, increafed much 
by this aftion the general hatred under which he al
ready laboured: It was thought that his foie inten
tion was to feaft his eyes with the death o f an ene
my ; and no apology which he could make for fo 
ungenerous a conduft, could be accepted by the pub
lic, T h e cruelty and animoiity with which he urged 
on Eilex’s fate, even when Cecil relentedy, were

*30 H I S T O R Y  OF E N G L A N D ,
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ftill regarded as the principles of this unmanly be- 
haviour.

T he earl of Eflex was but thirty four years o f  
age, when liis ralhnefs, imprudence, and violence, 
brought him to this untimely end. W e muft here, 

Jas in many other inftances, lament the inconftancy 
o f human nature, that a perfon endowed with fo 
many noble virtues, generofity, fincerity, friendlhip, 
valour, eloquence, and induftry, fhould, in the lat
ter period o f his life, have given reins to his un
governable paffions, and involved not only himfelf 
but many of his friends in utter ruin. T h e queen’s 
tendernels and pafiion for him, as it was the caufe 
o f  thofe premature honours which he attained, 
feems, on the whole, the chief circumftance which 
brought on his unhappy fate. Confident o f her 
partiality towards him, as well as o f  his own merit, 
he treated her with a haughrinefs which neither her 
love nor her dignity could bear * and as her amo
rous inclinations, in fo advanced an age, would na
turally make her appear ridiculous, if not odious, 
in  his eyes, he was engaged by an imprudent open- 
nefs, o f which he made profeflion, to difcover too 
eafily thofe fentiments to her. The many recon
ciliations and returns o f affe&ion, o f which he had 
Hill made advantage, induced him to venture on 

1 new provocations, till he pufhed her beyond all 
bounds o f patience; and he forgot, that though the 
fentiments o f the woman were ever ftrong in her, 
thofe o f the fovereign had Hill, in the end, appeared 
predominant.

Some o f Efiex’s ailociates, Cuffe, Davers, Blount, 
Meric, and Davis, were tried and condemned, ands 
all o f thefe, except Davis, were executed. T he 
queen pardoned the reft; being perfuaded that 
they were drawn in merely from their friendihip to 
that nobleman, and their care o f his fafety; and 
were ignorant o f the more criminal part o f his in

tentions.
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M l*0 tegtiofts, Spiithampton's life 
difficulty; but he "wasdetVT" reffi$iridib' # e i $ a T " Al '•/£*?
f T he king o f Scots,' appmheftl5'V'e left^his crirföv7' 
fpondenee with Effex might/frave been difcOv£redi 
and have given offence to Elizabeth; fent. the earl 
p f Marre and lord Kinlois as ambaffadors to  E h gf 
land, in order to congratulate die quefen on ' her ' 
cffape from the late infurrection and.; cbnfpiracy; 
They were alfo ordered to make Teeret' 
whether any meafures had been taken -by her for " 
excluding! him from the fucceifion, as wdl as to 
difeover * the inclinations o f the. chief nobility" and 
counfeliors, i n cafe o f the-queeff s demife 7 ‘ T h ey 
found the difpofiriom o f  men as favourable as they’" 
could w iib; and they even entered into i i cdrfe- * 
Ipondence with fecretary Cecily whore" inffuence; 
after.the fall o f Ellex, was' now uncontrolled % 'and 
who; wasi refoived, by this policy, to acquire in time " 
the eo&fidcnce of the fucceffor. He^kneW how 
jealous Elizabeth ever was1; o f her authority, arid Iff 
therefore.carefully concealed from her his attachment ‘ 
to Jam es; ’But he afterwards after ted, that nothing 
could.be more advantageous, to her than this tbr- 
reipo'iadeöc.e; becaufe the king o f Scots, fecorC b f 
mounting the throne' by his undaubced' title, "aided . 
by tfaofe eon n ect i ans -with the Engliffi minifth'j: Was " 
the leis likely to give any difturbäncedmthe prefelft 
fove reign. H e alfo perfuaded that prince to. re
main in quiet, and patiently to expect that time 
fhould open to him the inheritance .of the'crown, y 
without puffing his friends on ddperate entlfp^fes, 7 
which would totally incapacitate them “from fffVtng * 
him. James’s-equity, as well as his- natural facility ̂  
ofHifpoiition, caüly inclined him to enff'raefe'that ; 

nonb: and in this manner the mind-s^of tfie

HI S T V  K T Ü F EIST G L ÄND.
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Englifli were filently but univerfally difpoied to 
admit, without oppofinon, the fdcceffion o f the 
Scottifli lin e: T h e  death o f Eflex, by putting an 
end to fadtion, had been rather favourable than 
prejudicial to that great event.

T h e  French „king, who was little prepoflefled in 
favour of James, and who, for obvious reafons, 
was averfe to the union o f England and Scotland % 
made his ambaffador drop fome hints to Cecil o f 
Henry*s willingnefs to concur in any meafure for 
difappointing the hopes o f the Scottifh monarch; 
but as Cecil ihowed an entire difapprobation o f fuch 
fchemes, the court of France took no farther fteps 
in that matter; and thus, the only foreign power 
which could give much difturbance to James's fuc- 
ceffion, was induced to acquiefce in it tl. Henry 
made a journey this fummer to Calais; and the 
queen hearing o f his intentions went to Dover, in 
hopes o f having a perfonal interview with a mo
narch, whom, o f  all others, fhe moil loved and 
moft refpedted. T h e king of France, who felt the 
fame fentiments towards her, would gladly have ac
cepted of the propofal; but as many difficulties 
occurred, it appeared neceiTary to lay afide, by com
mon confent, the projeft o f an interview. Eliza
beth, however, wrote fucceffively two letters to 
Henry, one by Edmondes, another by fir Robert 
Sydney; in which fhe exprefied a defire o f confer
ring, about a bufinefs o f importance, with fome 
minifter in whom that prince repoted entire confi
dence, The marquefs o f Rofni, the king's favourite 
and prime minifter, came to Dover in difguife; and 
the Memoirs o f that able ftatefmaa contain a full 
account of his conference with Elizabeth. This 
princefs had formed a fcheme for eftablifhing, in 
conjunftion with Henry, a new fyftem in Europe, 
and o f fixing a durable balance of power, by the

* Wmwood, voJ. i ,  p. 352. d Spotfwoed, p. 471.
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ereAion Off, I\fi>y: flutes j °ft, ih e ̂ uins ;9£ the houfe o f  
A u ife f; ; She Had 'even the-prudence to forefee the 

i perils,which might enfue from the ^aggcanl&fe^epc 
: r ' o f her tally j and fhe purpofed to unite all the, feveh-j

teen provinces o f the Low  Countries in one re
public,: in order to form a perpetual barrier again!* 
the dangerous increafe o f the French as well as o f 
the Spanifn /monarchy. Henry had himfelf long- 
meditated iuch ,a project againft the Auftrian family; 
and Rofni could not forbear expreffing his aftaniih- 
jiient, when he found that Elizabeth and his mailer,, 
though they had never communicated their fenti- 
merits on this fubjeft, not only had entered into the . 
lame general views, but had alfo formed the fame; 
plan for their execution. T h e affairs,, however, of 
France were not yet brought to a fituation which

.. might enable Henry to begin that great enterprife ; 
and, Rpfni fatisfied the. queen, that it would be, 
ûeçeïïary to poiipone for fome years their, united 
attack on the houfe o f Auftrja. H e departed, filled 
with: ju ft admiration at the folidity o f Elizabeth's 
judgment, and the greatnefs o f her mind and he 
owns, that ihe was entirely worthy of that high re-, 
punition which ihe enjoyed in Europe. . ,
. T he queen's magnanimity in forming fuch ex- 

tenfive projects was the more remarkable, as, be-: 
jfides her having fallen fo far into the decline of. life, 
the affairs o f Ireland, though conduced with abi
lities and fuccefs, were ftill in diforder, and made a 
great'diverfiqn o f her forces... T he expence, in
curred by this war, lay heavy upon her narrow 

' revenues; and her minifters, taking advantage o f 
her difpofidon to frugality, propofed to her an 
expedient of faying, which, though ihe at firft dis
approved o f it,, lire was at laft induced to embrace., 
It was represented to her, that the great Turns o f 
money remitted to Ireland for the pay o f  the 
Englilh forces, came, by the neceffary cburfe o f 
circulation,: into the hands of the. rebels, and ena-
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tried them to buy- abroad all necefiary Supplies o f  A ^  
arms and ammunition, which, from the ■ extreme 
poverty of that kingdom, and its w antofieveryufe- ' 
ful-commodity, they could not otherwife fin^means 
to purchafe. I t was therefore recommended' to; her, 
that the fhould pay her forces in bafe money ; and , 
it was averted, that, befides the great faying to the 
revenue, this fpecies o f coin could never be ex
ported/ with advantage, and would not pafs in any 
ioreign market. Some o f her wifer counfellors 
maintained, that if  the pay o f the foldiers were raifed 
in- proportion, the Irifh rebels would necefiarily 
reap the fame benefit from the bafe money, which 
-would always be taken at a rate fuitable; to its va
lue; if the pay were not raifed, there would be 
danger of a mutiny among the troops, who, what
ever names might be affixed to the pieces o f metal, 
would foon find from experience, that they wdre 
defrauded in their income 6. But Elizabeth, though 
Hie, juffdy valued herfelf o n : fixing the ftandard o f 
the Engliih coin, much debafed by her predeceiTors* 
arid had innovated very little in that delicate article, 
was feduced by the fpecious arguments employed 
by the treafurer on this occafion; and ihe* coined a= . 
great quantity o f bafe moneys whiclv he made ufe 
o f  in the pay o f her forces in Irelandf. .

' M ountjoy, the deputy, Was a man of abilities; Mount* 
and forefeeing the* danger o f  mutiny among the 
troops, he :led'them inftantly! into the field, and re- iieiand. 
Folved, by means o f  itrict difeipline; arid by keep
ing them employed againil the enemy, to obviate 
thofe inconveniences which were juftly to be appre
hended., H e made military roads, and built a for- 
trefs at M oghery$ he drove the Mac-Genifes out 
o f Lecale j he harailed Tyrone in Ulfter with in- r . ■ *
roads' and defier expeditions* and by  deftroying ■
¿very-where,* and during all feafuns, the provifions

e Camden, p. 643.U
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HI STORY OF ENGLAND.
^ ^ q f t h e  Iriflh, he reduced them to perifh by famine 

 ̂ /: . in the woods and moraffes, to which they were
¿¿pi. obliged to retreat. A t  the fame time, pfir Henry 

Docwray, who commanded another body o f troops, 
took the cattle o f  Derry, and put garriions into 
Newton and Ainogh ; and having ieized the mona- 
ftery o f Donnegal near Balifhannon, he threw 
troops into it, and defended it againft the afiaults 
o f  O ’Donnel and the Iriih. N or was fir,George 
Carew idle in the province o f  Munfter. H e ieized 
the titular earl o f Defmond, and font him over, 
with Florence Macarty, another chieftain, prifoner 
to England. H e arretted many fufpe£led peribns, 
and took hoftages from others. And having got a 
reinforcement o f two thoufandmen from England, 
he threw himfelf into Corke, which he fupplied 
with arms and provifions;; and he put every thing 
in a condition for refitting the Spaniih invafion, 
which was daily expected. T h e deputy, informed 
o f  the danger to which the iouthern provinces were 

\expofed, left the profecution o f  the war againtt T y 
rone, who was reduced to great extremities y and 
he marched with his army into Munfter. \

»jdSept. A t  laft the Spaniards, under don John d’Aquilai 
arrived at Kinlale ; and fir Richard Piercy, who 
commanded in the town with a final! garrifon o f a 
hundred and fifty men, found himfelf obliged to 
abandon it on their appearance. Thefe invaders 
amounted to four thou fan d men, and the Iriih dif- 
covered a ftrong propenfity to join them, in order 
to  free themfelves from the Englifh government, 
with which they were extremely difeontented. One 
chief ground o f their complaint was the introduc
tion o f  trials by ju ry 2; an inftitution abhorred by 
that people, though nothing contributes more to 
,fhe_ fupporc o f  that equity and liberty, for which 
theJBngliih laws are fo juftly celebrated. T h e  Iriih

s Camden, p. 644*
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entertained the opinion that they thetnfelves were, « '
defcended from that nation; and their attachment to 
the catholic religion proved a new caufe o f  affe&ion 
to the invaders. D ’Aquila aflumed the title o f ge
neral in the holy w ar f i r  the prefervation o f the fa ith . 
in Ireland; and he endeavoured to perfuade the 
people that Elizabeth was, by feveral bulls o f the- 
pope, deprived o f her crown; that her fubjedts were 
abfolved from their oaths o f allegiance; and that 
the Spaniards were come to deliver the Trifh from 
die dominion o f the devilh. Mountjoy found it. 
neceflary to aft with vigour, in order to prevent a 
total inlurredtion o f  the Irifli; and having collected 
his forces, he formed the fiege of Kinfale by land; 
while fir Richard Levilon, with a fmall iquadron, 
blockaded it by fea. H e had no fooner begun his 
operations, than he heard o f the arrival o f another 
body o f two thoufand Spaniards under the com
mand o f Alphonfo Ocampo, who had taken pof- 
felfion o f "Baltimore and Berehaven; and he was 
obliged to detach fir George Carew to oppofe their 
progrefs. Tyrone, meanwhile, with Randal, Mac- 
Sitrley, Tirel baron o f Kelly, and other chieftains q- 
o f  the Irilh, had joined Ocampo with all their forces  ̂
and were marching to the relief o f Kinfale. The 
deputy, informed o f their defign by intercepted 
letters, made preparations to receive them ; and be- 
kig reinforced by Levifon with fix hundred marines, 
hie polled his troops; on an advantageous ground, 
WhicHTay on the palfage of the enemy, leaving lome 
cavalry to prevent a fally from d’Aquila and the 
Spariifh garrilbn. When T yrone, with a detach- 
nteh:t ‘‘o f Irifli and Spaniards, approached, he fwas 
fiirprifed to find the Engliih fo well polled, and 
ranged in good order; and he immediately founded 
a rttreat: But" the deputy gave orders to purfue

b Camden, p. 64.5.
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h itq; ¿mcThaving thrown thefe advanced troops intcfe 
diforder^ he fell©wed them to the main body, whom 
he abb attacked* and put to flighty with the flaugh^ 
ter o f twelve hundred m enl. Ocam po: waa. takeit

fclf reduced to thé greateft difficulties* was obliged 
to capitulate upon ;fuch terms as the ’ depu ty pre- 
fcribed to him rT J e  fuitendèred Kinfale and Balti
more, and agreed to evacuate the kingdom. This, 
great blow, joined to other fuccefifes, gained b y W ik  
rnot, governor o f Kerry, and by Roger and Gavin* 
H arvey, threpr the rebels, into difmay, and gàve ar 
profped o f the final reduction o f Ireland. .. : " " ;

, T h s  Iriih war, though fuccefsful, was extremely 
burthen feme on the queen’s revenue* and befides 
the fupplies granted by parliament, which were in
deed very, fmall, b u t which they ever, regarded as 
mighty conceffiops, ihe had been obliged,. notwith- 
banding her great frugality,, to employ other expe

dients, luch as felling the royal demefnes and, crown 
jewels*, and exacting Jqans. from the people1 ; in> 
order to fupport this cauie, fo effential to the honour 

( and interells o f England.' T h e neceffity o f her 
affairs, obliged her again to fummon a parliament^ 
and it here appeared, that, though old age was ad

van cin g fail upon her, though ihe had.loft much of 
her popularity by die unfortunate execution o f Effex, 
infomueh:.that,* when ille appeared in public, ihe 
was. nor attended with the ufual acclamations yet 
¿he powers o f her prerogative, fupported by. vigour, 
Îlîlî remained as high and uncontrollable as ever..
; T h e; a&ive reign of Elizabeth had enabled many 
per foils to diftifiguiih themfelves in civil and mili
tary employments ; and the queen, who was not 
able, from her revenue, to give them any rewards

“ * Wînweed, voî. i. p, 369. fc D’Ewes, p, 619.
ï Ibid. m Ibid. p. 6921., 'O&ürnçi, p* 624. \
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proportioned to their fervices, had made ufe o f an 
expedient which had been employed by her prede-* 
ceffors, but which had never been carried to fuch 
an extreme as under her adnfiniftration.’ She 
granted her fervants áñd courtiers patents for mo
nopolies! and thefe patents they fold to others, who 
were thereby enabled to raife commodities to what 
price thèy pleafed, and who put invincible reftraints 
upon aH commerce, induftry, and emulation in 
the arts. It is aftoniíhing to coniider thé number 
and importance o f thofe commodities, which were 
thus afiigned over to patentees. Currants, fait/ 
iron, powder, cards, calf-ikins, fells, pouldavies, 
ox-ihin-bones, train-oil, lifts of cloth, pot-ailies,' 
annifeeds, vinegar, fea-coals, fteel, '* aquavitæ, 
brúíhés, pots, bottles, faltpetre, lead, accidence, oil/ 
calamine-ftone, oil of blubber, glaftes, paper, ftarchy 
tin, fulphur, new drapery, dried pilchards, trans
portation of iron ordnance, o f beer, o f horn, o f 
leather, importation o f Spaniíh wool, of Iriih yarn : 
Thefe are buç a part o f the commodities which had 
been appropriated to monopoliftsn. When this lift 
was read in the hôufe, a member cried, Is not 
bread in the number ? Bread! ' fald every one with 
aftoniíliment : Yes> I  ajfure you, replied he, i f  affairs 
go on at this' ratey we Jhall have bread reduced to a 
inonofoly before, next parliament0. Thefe mono
polifts were fo exorbitant in their demands, that in 
fome places they raifed the price o f fait from fix - 
teen-pence a buftiel, to fourteen or fifteen ihillingsp. 
Such high profits naturally begat intruders upon 
their commerce; and in order to fecure themfelves' 
againft encroachments, the patentees were armed 
with high and arbitrary powers from the council, b y . 
which they were1 enabled to opprefs the people at; 
pleafure, and to exa£fc money from fuch as they' 
thought proper to accufe o f interfering with their

11 D’Ewes, P 648, 650 £5^ .0 lipid, p, 64^
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power o f entering f& cginw
m^ong what iiavocthey pleafed^it, ^ ^ r ^ Q a r s i i  
or wherever they fufpeded iak-petre - might be ga*> 
thered 5 commonly extorted money from thofe who 
defined to free themfelves from this damage oh 
trouble\ And while all domeftic intercourfe was 
thus reftratined, left any fcope ftiqpW remain fi>r in~ 
duftry, almoft every fpecies o f  foreign commerce 
was confined to exclufive companies* who bought 
and fold at any price that they themfelves thought 
proper to offer or exa&.

T h e s e  grievances, the moft intolerable for the 
prefent, and the moft pernicious in their confer 
quences that ever were known in any age, or under 
any government, had been mentioned in the laft 
parliament, and a petition had even been prefented 
to the queen complaining o f the patents i but ihe 
ftill perfifted in defending her monopolifts againft 
her people. A  bill was now introduced into the 
lower houfe, abolishing all thefe monopolies $ and as 
the former application had been unfuccefsful, a law 
was infilled on as the only certain expedient for cpr- 
refting thefe abufes. T he courtiers, on the other, 
hand, maintained that this matter regarded the pre
rogative, and that the commons could never hope 
for fuccefs if  they did not make application, in the 
moft humble and refpe&ful manner, to the queen's 
goodnefs and beneficence. T h e topics which were 
advanced in the houfe, and which came equally 
from the courtiers and the country gentlemen, -and 
were admitted by both, will appear the moft extrar 
ordinary to fuch as are prepofieffed with an idea o f 
the privileges enjoyed by the people during that 
age, and of the liberty pofibffed under the admini- 
liration o f Elizabeth. It was aflerted, that the 
queen inherited both an enlarging and a reftraihing

9 ITEwes, p. 644. €46* 652. r Ibid. p. 653.
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what was rtftraihed fey ftatute or Other wife,’ arid bVi 
her prerogative flie might reftfaih what was other-' 
wife at libertys: T h at the royal prerogative w asriof 
to be canvafled nor 1 diiputed nor examined1 y and- 
did not even admit of any limitation1 : That abio- 
lute princes, fuch as the fovereigns of England, 
were a Ipecies o f divinity *: That it was in vain tc# 
attempt tying the queen's hands by laws of ftatutes;\ 
fince, by means o f her difpenfing power, ihe could i 
loofen herfelf at pleafureY: And that even if  a 
elaufe ihould be annexed to a feature, excluding hef/ 
difpenfing power, ihe could firft dilpenfe with that 
elaufe, and then with the ftatute2. After all this' 
difcourfe, more worthy o f a Turkifh divan than of 
an Englifli houfe o f commons, according to our 
prefent idea o f this afiembly, the queen, who per
ceived how odious monopolies had become, ancj 
what heats were likely to arife, fent for the fpeakety 
and defired him to acquaint the houfe, that ihe 
would immediately cancel the moft grievous" and 
Qppreffive o f thefe patentsa.

T he houfe was ftruck with aftoniihment, and 
admiration, and gratitude, at this extraordinary in- 
ftance o f the queen's goodnefs and coridefcenfion.
A  member faid, with tears in his eyes, that1 i f  Sa 
fentence o f everlafting happinefs Had been pro
nounced in his favour, he could not have felt more 
joy than that with-which he was at prefent over
whelmed b. Another obferved, that this meffage 
from the facred perfon o f the queen was a kind of 
gofpel or glad-tidings, and ought to be received as 
fuch, and be written in the tablets, o f their hearts'*.
Arid it was farther remarked, that in the fame mari- 
ner as the Deity would not give his glory to ano^

® D ’Ewes, p, 644« *>7$* * Ikid. pV 644* ; 4̂9*‘ ■
u Ibid. p. 646. 654* x Ibid. p. 649. y Ibid. *
? Ibid. p. 640» 646. 3 See note [L L ] at the end of the

volume. b JD’Ewes, p. ¿54. * c ibid, p. 656.
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ther, fo the queen herfelfwas the only agent in theiif 
prefent proiperity and happinefsd. T h e houle 
voted, That the fpeaker, with a committee, fhoukl 
aik permiffion to wait on her, majefty, aiid return 
thanks to her for her gracious concefiions to he£ 
people, • • . . • . • ‘

W h e n  the fpeaker, with the other: members, was 
introduced to the queen, they all flung themfelves 

; on their knees $ and remained in that pofture a con- 
iiderable time, till ihe thought proper to expreis her 
defire that they ihould rifec, The fpeaker difplayed 
the gratitude o f the commons; becaufe her facred 
ears were ever open to hear them, and her blefiecfc 
hands ever ftretched outv to relieve them. T h e y  
acknowledged, he faid, in all duty and thankfulnefs 
acknowledged, that before they called, her prevent- 
ing grace and all-deferring gaodne/s watched over 
them , for their good; more ready to give than they 
could defire, much lefs deferve. H e remarked, 
that the attribute which Was moft proper to God, to 

* perform all he promifeth, appertained alfo to her; 
and that fhe Was all truth, all conftancy, and alt 
goodnefs. And he concluded widvthefe expreffions, 
<c Neither do we • prefent pur thanks ~ in words or- 
<c any outward fign, which can be no fufficient re- 

- <c tribution for fo great goodnefs y but in all duty- 
£̂ :and thankfulnefs, prortrate at your feet  ̂ we pre- 
4f, Tent our moft loyal and thankful hearts, even the' 

lait drop of blood in our hearts, and the lafir 
<c fpirit of breath in our noftrils, to be poured out,' 
<c to be breathed up for your fafetyf.”  T h e  queen-

d D ’Ewes, p. 657, ,
c W e learn From Hentzner's.Travels, that no one fpoke to queen 

Elizabeth without kneeling; though now and then Hie railed ;fome 
\yith waving her hand. Nay, wherever ihe turned her. eye,-every one* 
fell on his knees. Her FucceiTor allowed his courtiers to omit 

• this ceremony; and as he exerted not the power, &  he relinquiihed 
the appearance of defpotifm. Even_>vhen qheen Elizabeth:was abfent, 
thofe who covered her table', though perfons of quality, neither ap
proached it nor retired“ from It without kneeling, that often three 
times. f  D'Ewes, p. 65$,

heard
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heard very patiently this fpeechy in ^hkh flic was 
flattered in phrafes appropriated to the Supreme 
feeing y and ihe returned an arifwer full o f; fuefi ex- ■ 
preihons o f tendernefe towards her people* as-ought 
to  have appeared fulfome after the late infiaticeS o f 

’ rigour which ilie had employed, and from which 
nothing but neceffity had made her depart.. Thus 

this critical affair happily terminated; - and 
Elizabeth, by prudently receding, in time, from 
part of her prerogative, maintained herJ dignity 
and preferved the afie&ions o f her people;

T he commons granted her a fupply quite unpre
cedented, of Tour fubfidies and eight fifteenths; 
and they were fo dutiful as to vote d:is fupply be
fore they received any fati.sfaetion in the bufinefs o f 
monopolies, which they juftly confidered as of the 
utmoft importance to the intereft and happinefs of 

• die "nation. iHad they attempted to extort that 
poneeilion by keeping the iupply in' fufpenfe; fo 
haughty was the queen's difpofition, that this ap
pearance of conftraint and jealoufy had been fufE- 
c.ient to have produced a denial o f  all their reqyefts, 
and to have forced her into feme aits o f authority 
ftill more violent and arbitrary.
: . T he remaining events o f  this reign are neither i6©i* 
numerous nor important.' The queen, finding that * 
the Spaniards had involved her in fo much trouble, . 
by fomenting and aflifting the Irifh rebellion, re- - 
folved to -give, them employment at home; and , 
fhe fitted out a fquadron o f  nine fhips, under fir i 
Richard Levifon, admiral, and fir William Monfon, 
vice-admiral, whom ihe fent on an expedition to 
the qpaft o f Spain. The admiral, with part o f the | - 
fquadron, metv the galleons loaded* with treafure; 7. 
but was not ftrong enough to attack them. T h e  
vice-admiral alfo fell in with fome rich fhips; 'but 
they efcaped for a like reafon: Arid thefe two brave 
officers, that their expedition might not prove 

T  intirely
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P* intirely fruitlefs, refolved to attack the harbotir o f  
■ Cerimbra in Portugal; where they received intel

ligence, a very rich carrack had taken fhelter. 
r T he harbour Was guarded by a caftle: There Were 

eleven gallies ftationed in it: And the militia o f  
the country, to the number, as was believed, o f 
twenty thoufand men, appeared in arms on the 
fhore: Yet, notwithftanding thefe obftacles, and 
others derived from the winds and tides, the Eriglilh 
fquadron broke into the harbour, difmounted the 
guns o f the caftle, funk, or burnt, or put to flight, 
the gallies, and obliged the carrack to furrenderz. 
T hey brought her home to, England, and ihe was 
valued at a million o f  ducatsh A  lenfible lofs to 
the Spaniards ; and a fupply ftill more important to 
Elizabeth1.

T he affairs o f  Ireland, after the defeat o f  T y 
rone and the expulfion o f the Spaniards, haftened 
to a fettlement. Lord Mountjoy divided his army 
into fmall parties, and harafled the rebels on ¿very 
fide: H e  built Charlemont, and many other fmall 
forts, which were impregnable to the Irifh, and 
guarded all the important paffes o f the country: 
T h e  aftivity o f  fir Henry Docwray and fir Arthur 
Chichefter permitted no repofe or fecurity to the 
rebels: And many o f the chieftains, after fkulking, 
during fome time, in woods and moraffes, fubmit- 
ted to mercy, and received fuch conditions as the 

, deputy was pleafed to impofe upon them. Tyrone 
himfelf made application by Arthur Mac-Baron, 
his brother, to be received upon terms; but 
Mountjoy would not admit him except he made an

® Monfen, p, 181. h Camden, p. 647.
* This year the Spaniards began the liege o f Oftend, which was 

bravely defended for five months by fir Francis Vere. The States , 
then relieved him, by fending a new governor; and on the 
whole the fiege tailed three years, and is computed to haye coll 
the jives o f a hundred thouiand mem

abfolute



abfolutc Surrender o f his life and fortunes to the 
¡queen’s mercy. H e appeared before the deputy 
Millefont, in a habit and pofture fuitable to his 
prefent fortune; and after acknowledging his^offence Tyrone's 
in the moil humble terms, he was committed to 

¡cuftody by Mountjoy, who intended to bring him 
over captive into England, to be difpofed of at the 
queen's pleafure.

B u t  Elizabeth was now incapable o f receiving Queen’s 
any fatisfaftion from this fortunate event: She had ficknei*> 
fallen into a profound melancholy; which all the 
advantages of her high fortune, all the glories o f  
her profperous reign, were unable in any degree to 
alleviate or afluage. Some afcribed this depreiTion 
o f  mind to her repentance o f granting a pardon to 
Tyrone, whom fhe had always refolved to bring to 
condign punifhment for his treafons, but who had 
¡made fuch intereft with the minifters, as to extort a 
remiffion from her. Others, with more likelihood, 
accounted for her dejeftion by a difcovery which 
ihe had made o f the correfpondence maintained in 
her court with her fucceffor the king of Scots, and 
by the negledl to which, on account o f her old age 
and infirmities, lhe imagined herfelf to be expofed.
But there is another caufe affigned for her melan
choly, which has long been rejefted by hiftorians as 
romantic, but which late difcoveries feem to have 
confirmedk; Some incidents happened which re
vived her tendernefs for EiTex, and filled her with ^ ¡ .  
the deepeft forrow for the confent which ihe had 
uriwarily given to his execution.

T h e  earl o f  EiTex, after his return from the 
fortunate expedition againft Cadiz, obferving the 
increafe o f the queen's fond attachment towards 
him, took occafion to regret, that the neceffity of, 
her fervice required him often to be abient from her

fc See the proofs of this remarkable faff col left ed in Birch’s Nego
tiations, p. 206. And Memoirs, vol. ii, p. 4S1. 505, 506, &c.
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f$r% b and. ̂ expoifed * 'Kin*: tor all thtsft
his enemies, more affiduous in their attends 
could employ againft him. She was moved

with* this tender jealoufy; and making him the pre  ̂
feht o f  a ring, defired him to keep that pledge o f 
her: afre&ion, and afiured him, that into whatever 
diigrace he ihould fall, whatever prejudices Ihe 
might be induced to entertain againft him, yet, if  
he fent her that ring, ihe would immediately upon 
the fight o f it recal her former tender nefs, would 
afford him a patient hearing, , and would lend a fa
vourable ear to his apology. Effex, riotwithftand- 
ing all hisr misfortunes, referved this precious gift 
to the laft extremity; but after his' trial and con
demnation,' he refolved to/try the experiment, and 
he committed the ring to the countefs o f Notting
ham/, whom he defired to deliver it to the queen* 
T h e countefs was prevailed on by her hufband, the 
mortal enemy of Effex, not to execute the com* 
m illion; and Elizabeth, who ftill expected that her 
favourite would make this laft: appeal to her tender^ 
nefs, and who;afcribed the negledt o f it to his in
vincible obftinacy, was, after much delay and many 
internal combats, pufhed by refentment and policy 
to fign the warrant for his execution. T h e countefs 
o f Nottingham falling into ficknefs, and affedted- 
with the near. approach o f death, was feized with 
remorfe far her conduit; and having; obtained a 
vifit from the queen, ihe craved her pardon, -and 
revealed to her the fatal fecret. T h e queen, afto- 
nifhed with this incident, burft into a furious'paffton : 
She ftiook the dying countefs in her bed; arid cry
ing to- h e r God might pardon her\ but Jhe nevif 
couldy ihe broke from her, and thenceforth refigned 
herfelf over to the deepeft and rrioft in curable melan
choly. She rejected all confolation : She even refufed 
food arid fuftenance: And throwing herfelf on the 
boor, jfhe remained fullen and immoveable, feeding 
her thoughts' bri1 her affiidlions, and declaring life 
V-..; : . 14 -  ::: and
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and exigence an infufferable burthen to her. . Few 
words ihe uttered; and they were all expreffive o f 
feme inward grief,., which, ihe cared not to reveal :
But fighs and groans were the chief vent which ihe 
gave to her defpondency, and which, though they 
difcoveredi her forrows, were never able to eafe or 
affuage, them, Ten days and nights, Ihe lay upon 
the carpet, leaning on cufhions which her rhaids 
brought lier ; and her phyficians could not perfuade 
her to allow herfelf to be put to bed, much lefs to 1 
make trial o f any remedies which they preferibed to , 
her1. H er anxious mind at laft had fo long-preyed 
on her frail body, that her end was vifibly ap
proaching ; and the council, being aflembled, fent 
the keeper, admiral, and fecretary, to know her 
will; with regard to her fuccefior, She anfwered 
with a faint voice, that, as ihe had held a regal 
iceptre> ihe defired no other than a royal fucceiior.
Cecil; requeiting her to explain herfelf more parti
cularly, ihe fubjoined, that ihe would have a king 
to fucceed her; and who ihould that be but her 
neareft kinfman, the king o f Scots ? Being then 
advifed by the archbiihop o f Canterbury to fix her 
thoughts upon God, ihe replied, that ihe did ib, 
nor did her mind in the leaft wander from him.
H er voice foon after left her; her fenfes failed ; ihe and death; 
fell into à lethargic dumber, which continued fbme *̂ thMar*l 
hours; and file expired gently, without farther 
ftruggle or convulfion, in the feventieth year of her 
age, and forty-fifth of her reign.

So dark a~ cloud overcaft the evening o f that day, and dm- 
which had. fhone out with a mighty iuftre in the raaer* 
eyes of all Europe. There are few great peribnages 
in hiftory ; who have been more expofed to the ca
lumny o f  enemies, and the adulation o f friends, than 
queen Elizabeth ; and yet there icarcely is any 
yvhofe reputation has . been more certainly deter-*

J Stryjie, yol, i \ \  N°
mined



c  H A P. mined by the unanimous content o f  pofterhy. T h è 
unufual length o f her adminiftration, and the ftrong 
features o f her character, were able to overcome all 
prejudices; and obliging her detraftors to abate 
much o f  their inveótives, and her admirers fome- 
what o f their panegyrics, have at laft, in Ipite o f 
political factions, and, what is more, o f  religious 
animofities, produced a uniform judgment with re
gard to her conduit. H er vigour, her conftancy, 
her magnanimity, her penetration, vigilance, ad- 
drefs, are allowed to merit the higheft praifes, and 
appear not to have been furpaffed by any perfcn 
that ever filled a throne : A  conduit lefs rigorous, 
leis imperious, more fincere, more indulgent to her 
people, would have been requifite to form a perfeit 
charaiter. By the force o f  her mind, ihe con
trolled all her more aitive and ftronger qualities, 
and prevented them from running into excefs : 
H er heroifm was exempt from temerity, her fru
gality from avarice, her friendfhip from partiality, 
her aitive temper from turbulency and a vain am
bition : She guarded not herfelf with equal care or 
equal fucceis from lefifer infirmities ; the rivallhip o f 
beauty, the defire o f  admiration, the jealoufy o f 
love, and the fallies o f anger.

H er Angular talents for government were founded 
equally on her temper and on her capacity. E n 
dowed with a great command over herfelf, ihe foon 
obtained an uncontrolled afeendantover her people; 
and while ihe merited all their efteem by her real 
virtues, fhe alfo engaged their affections by her pre
tended ones. Few fovereigns of England fucceeded 
to the throne in more difficult circumftances ; and 
none ever conduited the government with inch uni
form fuccefs and felicity. Though unacquainted 
with the practice o f toleration, the true fecret for 
managing religious factions, ihe preferved her peo
ple, by her fuperior prudence, from thofe confufions 
in which theological controverly had involved all

the
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the neighbouring nations: : And#though her enemies ?? 
were the moil powerful princes o f Europe, the m o il- 
a&ive, the moil enterprifing, the lead fcrupulous, ri 
Ihe was able by her vigou r to make deep im pref^: 
fions on their Hates : Her own greatnefs meanwhile- 
remained untodcheci and unimpaired.

T he  wife minifters and brave warriors who : 
fiouriihed under her reign, fhare the praife o f her l 
fueeefs ; but inflead of leftening the applaufe due to ~ 
her* they make great addition to it. They ow ed< 
all of them their advancement to her choice $ they b 
were fupported by her conftancy; and with all their^r 
abilities they were never able to acquire any undue.> 
afcendant over her. In her family, in her court, in , 
her kingdom, fhe remained equally miftrefs: T h e cs 
force o f the tender paffions was great over her, but ~ 
the force of her mind was flill fuperior; and the - 
combat which her viftory viiibly coil her, ferves . 
only to difplay the ftrmnefs of her refolution, and 
the loftinefs of her ambitious fentiments.

T he b fame oft this princefs, though it has lur- 
mounted the prejudices both of faction and bigotry,: 
yet lies Ttill expofed to another prejudice, which is  ̂
more durable becaufe more natural, and which, ac- , 
cording to the different views in which we furvey c 
her, is capable either o f exalting beyond meafure, or 
dimiiiifhing the luftre o f  her character. This pre- *  ̂
judice is founded on the coniideration of her lex*: ■ 
W|ien we contemplate her as a woman, we are apt 
to b&'ftruck'with the higheft admiration o f her great, 
qualities and extenfive capacity ; but we are alio apt 
to require feme more foftnefs of difpofition, lome „ r 
greater lenity of temper, fome of thole amiable 
weaknefles by which her fex is diflinguifhed. But 
the true method o f eftimating her merit, is to lay , 
aiide td lt h e fe  . cqniiderations, and confider her 
merely as a rational being placed in authority* and -  
entrufted with the government of mankind, W e 

Vox.. V , C ; ; G  g  may i
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may find « difficuit to reconcile our fancy to her 
as a wife or a miftfefs ; but her qualities as a 
fovcreign, though witli fome confiderable excep
tions, are the object o f undifputed applaufe and 
approbation.  ̂ ,

■;.tV
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Government of England------Revenues------Commerce
------ M ilitary  force------ Manufactures---- -Learn-
ing.

T H E  party among us who have diftinguifhed Append lx 
themfelves by their adhering to liberty and m - 

a popular government, have long indulged their 
prejudices againft the fucceeding race of princes, by mer.tof 
beftowing unbounded panegyrics on the virtue and EngIanti' 
wifdom of Elizabeth. They have even been lb ex
tremely ignorant o f the tranfactions o f this reign, as 
to extol her for a quality which, o f all others,.fhe was 
the leaft poileiled o f ; a tender regard for the confti- 
tudon, and a concern for the liberties and privileges 
o f her people. But as it is fcarcely poffible for the 
prepofleiTions o f party to throw a veil much longer 
over fads fo palpable and undeniable, there is dan
ger left the public fhould run into the oppofite ex
treme, and ihould entertain € an averfion to the 
memory of a princefs who exerci-fed the royal au
thority in a manner fo contrary to all the ideas 
which we at prefent entertain o f a legal conflitution.
But Elizabeth only fupported the prerogatives 
tranfmitted to her by her predeceflors: She believed 
that her fubje&s were entitled to no more liberty 
than their anceftors had enjoyed: She found that 
they entirely acquiefced in her arbitrary administra
tion: And it was not natural for her to find fault 
with a form o f government by which ihe herfelf 
was invefted with fuch unlimited authority. In the 
particular exertions of power the queftion ought

G  g  2 never



Appendix never to be forgotten. W hat is befi ? But in the ge-
L  JIL neral diftribution o f power among the feveral mem* 

bers o f a conftitution, there can feldom be admitted 
any other queftion than W hat is eftablijhed? Few 
examples occur o f  princes who have willingly re- 
figned their power : None o f thoiè who have, with
out flruggle and relu£tance, allowed it to be ex
torted from them. I f  any other rule than ella- 
bliihed praftice be followed, factions and diffenfions 
muft multiply ^without end : And though many 
conftitutions, and none more than the Britifh, have 
been improved even by violent innovations, the 
praile bellowed on thofe patriots to whom the na
tion ‘has been indebted for its privileges, ought to 
be given with fome referve, and furely without the 
leaft rancour againft thofe who adhered to the an
cient conftitution K

I n order to underftand the ancient conflitution 
o f England, there is not a period which deferves 
more to be ftudied than the reign o f Elizabeth. 
T he prerogatives o f this princefs were fcarcely ever 
difputed, and ihe therefore employed them without 
fcruple : H er imperious temper, a circumftance in 
which"ihe went far beyond her fucceflfors, rendered 
her exertions o f power violent and frequent, and 
difcovered the full extent o f her authority : The 
great popularity which fhe enjoyed proves that fhe 
did not infringe any eftablijhed liberties o f the peo
ple : There remains evidence fufficient to afcertain 
the moil noted a<5ts o f her adminiflration : And 1

1 By the ancient conftitution, is here meant that which prevailed 
before the feulement of our prefent plan of liberty* There was a 
moie ancient conftitution, where, though the people had perhaps lefs 
liberty than under the* Tudors, yet the king had alfa lefs authority: 
The power, of the barons was a great-cheek upon him, and exercned 
wish great tyranny over them. But there was Itili a more ancient 
conftitution, viz. that before ihe figningof the charters, when neither 
■ the people nor the barons had any regular privileges j and the power 
of the government, during the reign of an able'prince, was almoft 
wholly in the king. The English cpnftitution, like all others, has 
been in a ft ale of continual fluctuation,

though
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though that evidence mufl be drawn from a lource APPendix 
wide o f the ordinary hiflorians, it becomes only the t , 
more authentic on that account, and ferves as a 
flronger proof that her particular exertions o f power 
were conceived to be nothing but the ordinary 
courfe of adminiftration, fmce they were not thought 
remarkable enough to be recorded even by contem
porary writers. I f  there was any difference in this 
particular, the people in former reigns feem rather 
to have been more fubmiffive than even during the 
age o f Elizabeth m; It may not here be improper ; 
to recount lbme o f the ancient prerogatives o f the : 
crown, and lay open the fourses of that great power 
which the Englifh monarchs formerly enjoyed,

O  NE of the moil ancient and moil eftablifhed in-‘ 
ftruments o f power was the court of Star Chamber, 
which poffeffed an unlimited difcretionary authority 
o f fining, imprifoning,. and in flitting corporal pu- 
nifhment, and whofe jurifdiftion extended to all forts 
o f offences, contempts, and di(orders, that lay not \ 
within reach o f the common law. The members 
o f this court confided of the privy council and the 
judges > men who, all of them, enjoyed their offices 
during pleafure: And when the prince himfelf was 
prefent, he was the foie judge, and all the others 
could only interpofe with their advice. There 
needed but this one court in any government to put 
an end to all regular, legal, and exact plans of 
liberty: For who durft fet himfelf in oppofition to 
the crown and miniftry, or afpire to the charafter 
o f being a patron of freedom, while expofed to fo 
arbitrary a jurifdiction ? I much queition whether

*
to In a memorial of the ftate of the realm, drawn hy fecretary Cecil, 

in 1^69, there is this paifage: (i Then foiloweth the decay of ohe- 
ie dience in civil policy, which being compared with the tearfuJnels 
(< and reverence of all interior eftates to their fupenors in times pail,

will ailoniih any wile and con fine rate perfon, to behold the deipe- .
ration of reformation.1’ Haynes, p* ¿36 , Again, p. fSS,
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.Appendix any 0f  the abfolute monarchies in Europe contain 
^  n l; , at prefent fo illegal and defpotic a tribunal.

T he court o f H igh Commiffion was another ju- 
rifdiition ftill more terrible; both becaufe the crime 
o f herefy, o f  which it took cognizance, was more 
undefinable than any civil offence, and becaufe its 
methods of inquifition, and o f adminiftering oaths, 
were more, contrary to all the moft fimple ideas of 

; juftice and equity. T h e fines and imprifonments 
; impofed by this court were frequent : T h e  depriva

tions and fufpenfions of the clergy for non-conform
ity were alfo numerous, and comprehended at one 
time the third o f all the ecclefiaftics o f England". 
T h e queen, in a letter to the archbifhop o f Canter
bury, laid exprefsly, that fhe was refolved, fc That 
€( no man ihould be fuffered to decline, either on 
iC the left or on the right hand, from the drawn 
ci line limited by authority, and by her laws and 
“  injun&ions V*

B u t  Martial Law  ŵ ent beyond even thefe two 
courts in a prompt, and arbitrary, and violent me
thod o f decifion. Whenever there was any infur- 
recfion or public diforder, the crown employed 
martial law; and it was, during that time, exercifed 
not only over the foldiers, but over the whole peo
ple : Any one might be punifhed as a rebel, or an 
aider and abettor o f  rebellion, whom the provoft- 
martial, or lieutenant of a county, or their deputies, 
pleafed to fuipeft. Lord Bacon fays, that the trial 

,at common law, granted to the earl o f Efiex and 
j his fellow-conipirators, was a favour; for that the 
cafe would have borne and required the feverity of 
martial lawp. W e  have feen inftances o f its being 
employed by queen Mary in defence o f  orthodoxy. 
There remains a letter o f queen Elizabeth’s to the

n Neal, vol. i. p. 4.79, ° Murden, p. 1S3.
V o l .  i v .  p< 5 1 0 .

earl
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earl o f  SulTex, after the fuppreflion o f  the northern Appendix 
rebellion, in which ihe lharply reproves him be- t f 
caufe ihe had not heard o f his having executed any 
criminals by martial law 9 3 though it is probable 
that near eight hundred perfons fuffered, one way or 
other, on account of that flight infurreftion. But 
the kings'of England did not always limit'the exer- 
cife o f this law to times of civil war and diforder.
In 155a, when there was no rebellion or infurrec- ■ 
tion, king Edward granted a commiflion o f martial 
law ; and empowered the commiffioners to execute 
it, as Jhould be thought by their difere lions mojh necej- 

Jury r. Queen Elizabeth too was not fparing in the 
ufe of this law. In 1573, one Peter Burchet, a 
puritan, being perfuaded that it was meritorious to 
kill fuch as oppofed the truth of the golpel, ran 
into the flreets, and wounded Hawkins, the famous 
fea-captain, whom he took for Hatton, the queen’s 
favourite. T he queen was fo incenfed, that ihe order
ed him to be puniihed inftantly by martial law; but, 
upon the remonftrance o f fome prudent counfellors, 
who told her that this law was ufually confined to 
turbulent times, fhe recalled her order, and deli
vered over Burchet to the common law 8. But fhe 
continued not always fo referved in exerting this 
authority. There remains 4  proclamation of her’s, 
in which fhe orders martial law to be ufed againft all 
fuch as import bulls, or even forbidden books and 
pamphlets, from abroad1 $ and prohibits the ques
tioning of the lieutenants, or their deputies, for their 
arbitrary punifhment of fuch offenders, any law or 
ftaiute to the contrary in anywi/e notwithstanding*
W e have another aft o f her’s ftiil more extraordi
nary. T he ftreers o f London were much infefted 
with idle vagabonds and riotous perfons: The lord
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M S. of lord Royfton’s, from the Paper Office.
r Strype’ s Ecclef. Memoirs, vol. ii. p. 373. 4.58, 9-
s Camden, p. 446. Strype, vol. ii. p. iSS.
1 Strype, vol. iii. p. £7°*
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Appendix mayor had endeavoured to rcprefs this diforder: 
Iir- T h e  Star-chamber had exerted its authority, and 

ihflifted puniihment on thefe rioters: But the queen* 
finding thofe remedies ineffectual* revived martial 
law, and gave fir T  homas W ilford a com million 
o f provoft-martial: iC Granting him authority, and 
« commanding him, upon, fignification given by 
“  the juftices of peace in London, or the neigh-. 
« bouring counties, o f fach offenders worthy to 

' « be ipeedily executed by martial law, to attach and 
« take the fame perfons, and in the prefence o f the 
cc faid juftices, according to juftice o f martial lav/, 
« to execute them upon the gallows or gibbet 
<f openly, or near to rfuch place where the faid re- 
<c bellious and incorrigible offenders fhall be found 
« to have committed the faid great offences11/' 
I fuppofe it would be difficult to produce an in- 
ftance p f fuch an a£t o f authority in any place nearer 
than Mufcovy. T h e patent o f high conflable, 
gfanted to earl Rivers by Edward IV . proves the 
nature o f the office. T he powers are unlimited, 
perpetual, and remain in force during peace as well 
as during war and rebellion. T he parliament in 
Edward V lth ’s reign acknowledged the jurifdiffion 
o f  the conftable and rn^rdafs* court to be part of 
the law of the landv/. ••••

T he Star-chamber, and H igh Commiffion, and 
Court-martial, though arbitrary jurifdiClions, had 
frill fbme pretence o f a trial, at leaft o f a fentence $ 
but there, was a grievous puniihment very generally 
inflicted in that age, without any other authority 
than the warrant o f a fecretary o f ftate, or o f  the 

; privy-councilx; and-that was, imprifonment in any 
* jail, and during any time that the minifters fhould

r f ¿a

a Kyraer, voJ. xvi, p. 379. w 7 J?dw. V I. cap, 2 0 . See
fir John Davis's Queftion concerning Impoiitions, p. 9.

x In 15S", the lord mayor committed feveral citizens to prifon, be- 
* caufe they refuted to pay the loan demanded of them. M 01 den, 

p. 632,
th ink
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thfnk proper* In fufpicious times, all the jails Appendix 
Were full o f prifoners o f ftate; nnd thefe unhappy ,
vi&ims of public jealoufy were fometimes thrown V ' 
into dungeons, and loaded with Jrons, and treated 
in the moft cruel manner, without their being able 
to obtain any remedy from law.v J a _

T his practice was an indirect way o f employing 
torture: But the rack itfeif, though not admitted 
in the ordinary execution of jufticey, was frequently 
ufed, upon any fufpicion, by authority of a warrant 
from a fecretary or the privy-council. Even the * 
council in the marches of Wales was empowered, 
by their very commiilion, to make ufe o f torture 
whenever they thought proper2. There cannot be 
a ftronger proof how lightly the rack was em
ployed, than the following ftory told by lord Bacon.
W e  fhall give it in his own words : if The queen 

'«  was mightily incenfed againlt Haywarde, on ac- 
« count of a book he dedicated to lord EiTex, being 
« a ftory of the firft year of Henry IV . thinking it 
«  a feditious prelude to put into the people's heads 
« boldnefs and fa<5tiona: She faid, fhe had an opi- 
« nion that there was treafon in it, and afked me,
« I f  I could not find any places in it, that might 
« be drawn within the cafe o f  treafon ? Whereto I 
tc anfwered, For treafon, fure I found none; but 
« for felony very m any: And when her majefty 
** haftily allied me, Wherein ?' I told her, the au- 
tc thor had committed very apparent theft: For he 
iC had taken moft o f the fentences of Cornelius 
« Tacitus, and tranflated them into Englifh, and - 
«  put them into his text, And another time when 
iC the queen could not be perfuaded that it was his
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y Harrifon, book ii, chap, t i .  * Haynes, p. 196. See
farther la Boderie, val. i. p* a ir .  a To our apprehcnfion, Hay-
warde’s book, feems rather to have a contrary tendency. For he 1ms 
there preferred the famous fpeech of the biffiop of Carliile, which 
contains, in the moft exp refs terms, the doctrine of paflive obedience. 
But queen Elizabeth was very difficult to pleafe on this head,
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Appendix writing whole name was to it, but that it had 
t , <c fome more mifchievous author, and faid, with

great indignation, that fhe would have him 
(C racked to produce fiis author; I replied, Nay, 
ft madam, he is & doftor, never rack his perfon, 

' cc but rack his ftyle: Let him have pen, ink, and 
ff paper, and help o f books, and be enjoined to 
c< continúe the ftory where it breaketh off, and I 
tc will undertake, by collating the ftyles, to judge 
tc whether he were the author or no Thus, 
had it not been for Bacon’s humanity, or rather his 
wit, this author, a man o f letters, had been put to 
the rack for a moil innocent performance. His 
real offence was, his dedicating a book to that 
munificent patron o f the learned, the earl o f  Eflex, 
at a time when this nobleman lay under her ma- 
jefty’s diipleafure.

T he queen’s menace, o f  trying and punifhing 
Haywarde for treafon, could eafily have been exe
cuted, let his book have been ever fo innocent. 
W hile fo many terrors hung over the people, no 
jury durft have acquitted a man, when the court 
was refolved to have him condemned. T h e prac- 
tice alio o f not confronting wimeiTes with the 
priibner, gave the crown lawyers all imaginable 
advantage againfl him. And, indeed, there fcarcely 
occurs an inftance during all thefe reigns, that the 
lovereign or the minifters were ever difappointed in 
the ifiue of a profecution. Tim id juries, and judges 
who held their offices during pleafure, never failed 
to fecond all the views o f the crown. And as the 
practice vgs anciently common, o f  fining, impri- 
foning, or¡'otherwife puniíhing the jurors, merely 
at the difcretion o f the court, for finding á verdift 
contrary to the dire£tion o f thefe dependent judges; 
it is obvious, that juries were then no manner o f 
fecurity to the liberty o f the fubjeit.

b Cabala, p. Si.
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T he power o f preffing, both for fea and land Appendix 

fervice, and obliging any perfon to accept of any , n i* _j 
office, however mean or unfit for him, was another; 
prerogative totally incompatible with freedom. O f- 
borne gives the following account o f Elizabeth's . 
method o f employing this prerogative. <f In cafe 
tc fhe found any likely to interrupt her occafions,”  
fays he, Ihe did feafonably prevent him by a 
cc chargeable employment abroad, or putting him 
Cf upon fbme fervice at home, which ihe knew 
“  leaft grateful to the people: Contrary to a falfe 
‘ f maxim, fince pra&ifed with far worfe fuccefs, by 
“  fuch princes as thought it better husbandry to 
“  buy off enemies than reward friends c.”  T h e 
praftice with which Ofborne reproaches the two 
immediate fucceffors o f Elizabeth, proceeded partly 
from the extreme difficulty o f their fituation, partly 
from the greater lenity of their difpofition. T he 
power o f prefling, a$ may naturally be imagined, 
was often abufed, in other refpe£ts, by men o f in
ferior rank; and officers often exafted money for 
freeing perfons from the fervice'1.

T h e  government of England, during that age, 
however different in other particulars, bore, in this 
refpedt, feme refemblance o f that of Turkey at 
prefent: T he fovereign poffeffed every power ex
cept that o f impofing taxes: And in both countries 
this limitation, unlupported by other privileges, 
appears rather prejudicial to the people. In T u r
key, it obliges the fultan to permit the extortion 
o f the baihas and governors of provinces, from 
whom lie afterwards fqueezes prefents or takes for
feitures: In England, it engaged the queeen to 

■ ereft monopolies, and grant patents for exclufive . 
trade: An invention fo pernicious, that, had fhe 
gone on during a traft o f years at her own rate, 
England, the feat o f riches, and arts, and com-

c Page 392. a Miirden,
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Appendix, merce, would have contained at prelent as little 
t- l11' 'y  wduftiy as Morocco, or the coaft o f  Barbary.

■ W e may farther obferve, that this valuable pri
vilege, valuable only becauie it proved afterwards 
the means by which the parliament extorted all their 
other privileges, was very much encroached on in 
an indirect manner during the reign t o f Elizabeth, 
as well as of her predeceflbrs. She often exacted 
Joans from her people an arbitrary and unequal 

: kind o f impoiition, and which individuals felt fe- 
i verely: For though the money had been regularly 

repayed, which was feldom the cafee, it lay in the 
prince’s hands without intereft, which was a fenfible 
lofs to the perfons from whom the money was bor
rowed f.

T here remains a propofal ‘made by lord Bur
leigh for levying a general loan on the people, equi
valent to a fubfidyg; a fcheme which would have 
laid the burthen more equally, but which was, in 
different words, a taxation impofed without confent 
o f parliament. It is remarkable, that the fcheme 
thus propofed without any vifible necellity by that 
wife minifter, is the very fame which Henry V III. 
executed, and which Charles I., enraged by ill ufage 
from his parliament, and reduced to the greateft 
difficulties, put afterwards in practice, to the great 
difeontent o f the nation.

T h e  demand o f benevolence was another invent 
i tion o f that age for taxing the people. This prac

tice was fo little conceived to be irregular, that the 
commons in 1535 offered the queen a benevolencej

e Bacon, vol. iv. p. 362. * In the fecondof Richard II .
it was enacted, That in loans, which the king (hall rgguire o f his fub- 
jeets upon letters of privy feal, fuch as have reafonable excuie of not 
lending, may there be received without further iummons, travel, or 

■ '■ "grief. See Cotton’ s Abridg. p. 170. By this law the king’s pre
rogative of exacting loans was ratified ; and what ought to be deemed 
a rtafonabU exeufe, was ftiil left in his own bread to determine.

% Haynes,” p. 518, 519.
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which fhe very generoufly refufed, as haying no oc- 
cafion at that time for money \  Queen Mary alio, 
by an order o f council, increaièd the cuftoms in 
fome branches; and her filler imitated the example1. 
There was a fpecies o f fliip money impofed at the 
time o f the Spaniih invafion : T h e feveral ports 
were required to equip a certain number of veifeìs 
at their own charge ; and fuch was the alacrity of 
the people for the public defence, that fome of the 
ports, particularly London, fent double the number 
demanded of them k. When any levies were made 
for Ireland, France, or the Low Countries, the 
queen obliged the counties to levy the foldiers, to 
.arm and ciothe them, and carry them to the fea- 
ports at their own charge. New-year’s gifts were 
at that time expeéled from the nobility, and from 
the more confiderable gentry K

P u r v e y a n c e  and pre-emption were alio methods 
o f  taxation, unequal, arbitrary, and oppreilive. T he 
whole kingdom fenfibly felt the burthen of thole* 
impofitions; and it was regarded as.a great privi
lege conferred on Oxford and Cambridge, to pro
hibit the purveyors from taking any commodities 
within five miles o f thefe univerfities. The queen 
victualled her navy by means of this prerogative, 
during the firll years o f her reignIn.

W a r d s h i p  was the moil regular and legal o f all 
,thefe impofitions by prerogative : Y et was it a great 
badge of flavery, and oppreilive to all the confider- 
able families. When an eftate devolved to a fe
male, the fovereign obliged her to marry any one 
he pleaféd: Whether the heir were male or female, 
the crown enjoyed the whole profit o f thè eftate 
during the minority. The giving o f a rich ward- 
ihip was a ufual method of rewarding a courtier or 
favourite.

 ̂ D’Ewes, p , 494* * Bacon, voi. iv. p . 3 6 2 .
k Monfon, p. 267. 1 S try p e ’ s Memoirs, voi* i. p . 137.
» Camden, p. 38S.
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Appendix T he inventions were endlefs which y arbitrary 
^  -t power might employ for the extorting o f money, 

", V - while the people imagined that their property was 
fecured by the crown’s being debarred from impos
ing taxes. Strype has preferved a ipeech o f  lord 
Burleigh to the queen and council, in which are 
contained ibme particulars not a little extraordi
nary11. Burleigh propofes that ihe fhould ere<5t a 
court for the corre&ion o f all abufes, and fhould 
confer on the commiflioners a general inquifitorial 
power over the whole kingdom. H e lets before 
her the example of her wife grandfather, Henry V II. 
who, by fuch methods, extremely augmented his 
revenue 5 and he recommends that this new court 
fhould proceed, <c as well by the direftion and 
“  ordinary courfe o f the laws, as by virtue o f her 
€C majefty’s fupreme regiment and abjolute power, 
*£ from whence law  p r o c e e d e d In a word, he ex- 
pe£ts from this inftitution greater acceilion to the 
royal treafure than Henry V III . derived fronrthe 
abolition o f the abbies, and all the forfeitures of 
ecclefiaftical revenues. This projeft o f lord Bur
leigh’s needs not, I think, any comment. A  form 
o f government muft be very arbitrary indeed, where 
a wife and good mimfter could make fuch a pro- 
pofal to the fovereign.

E mbargoes on jnerchandife was another engine 
o f royal power* by which the Englifh princes were 
able to extort money from the people. W e have 
feen inftances in the reign of Mary. Elizabeth, 
before her coronation, ififued an order to the cuftom- 
houie, prohibiting the fale of all crimfon filks which 
iliould be imported, till the court were firft fupplied 
She expected, no doubt, a good penny-worth from 
the merchants while they lay under this reftraint.

; J T he parliament pretended to the right of ena£l- 
\ ing laws, as well as of granting fubfidies * but this

j , n Annals, vol. iv. p. 234., & feq.
0 Strype, vol, i, p, 27,

privilege
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privilege was* during that age, ftill more infignifi- 
cant than the other. Queen Elizabeth exprefsly 
prohibited them from meddlirfg either with ftate 
matters or eccleiiaftical caufes 3 and fhe openly fent 
the members to prifon who dared to tranigrds her 
imperial edi£t in thefe particulars. There pafied 
few fefiions of parliament during her reign where 
there occur not inftances of this arbitrary conduit.

B u t  th e  le g ifla t iv e  p o w e r o f  th e p a rlia m e n t was a 
m e r e  fa lla c y  5 w h ile  th e  fo v e re ig n  w as u n iv e rfa lly  a c 
k n o w le d g e d  to  p o fle fs  a d ilp e n iin g  p o w e r, b y  w h ic h  
a ll th e  la w s c o u ld  b e  in v a lid a te d , and ren dered  o f  
n o  e f fe it .  T h e  e x e rc ife  o f  th is p o w e r  w as alfo  an 
in d ir e c t  m e th o d  p r a it ife d  fo r  e r e it in g  m o n o p o lie s . 
■ Where th e  ftatu tes la id  an y b ran ch  o f  m an u factu re  
u n d e r  r e itr iit io n s , th e  fo v e r e ig n , b y  e x e m p tin g  o n e  
p e r fo n  fro m  th e  la w s, g a v e  h im  in  e f fe it  the m o n o 
p o ly  o f  th a t c o m m o d it y p. T h e r e  w as no g r ie v a n c e  
a t  th a t t im e  m o re  u n iv e r fa lly  co m p la in e d  o f  than 
th e  fre q u e n t d ifp e n fin g  w ith  th e  p e n a l la w s '1.

B u t  in reality the crown pofTeiTed the full legif
lative power by means of proclamations, which 
might affeit any matter even of the greateft import
ance, and which the Star-chamber took care to fee 
more rigoroufly executed than the laws themfelves. 
T h e motives for thefe proclamations were fome- 
times frivolous and even ridiculous. Queen Eliza
beth had taken offence at the fmeil of woad; and 
ihe iffued an edi& prohibiting any one from culti
vating that ufeful plantr. She was alfo pleafed to 
take offence at the long fwords and high ruffs then 
in faihion : She fent about her officers to break every 
man’s fword, and clip every man’s ruff, which was 
beyond a certain dimenfion5. This practice refem-

P Rymer/tom. xv. p, 756. D ’Ewes, p. 64.5. ® Mortlen,
p, 315. r Townlend’s Journals, p. 250. Stow’s Annals.

s Towniend’s Journals, p. 250. Stow’s Arjmls, Strypc, voi.ii.
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Appendix bles the method employed by the great Czar P e t e v  
^ Jn , , to make his iubjeds change their garb.

'T he queen's prohibition o f  the prophefyings> or 
/ the affemblies inftituted for fanatical prayers and 
j conferences, was founded on a better reafon3 but 

foews ftill the unlimited extent o f  her prerogative.
■I A n y number of perfons could not meet together 
| in order to read the fcriptures, and confer about 

religion, though in ever fo orthodox a manner, 
without her permiffion.

T h e r e  were many other branches o f prerogative 
incompatible with an exait or regular enjoyment o f 
liberty. None of the nobility could marry without 
permiffion from the fovereign. The queen detained 
the earl of Southampton long in prifon, becaufe he 
.privately married the earl o f EfTex's coufin % No 
man could travel without the confent o f the prince. 
Sir William Evers underwent a fevere perfection 

, becaufe he had prefumed to pay a private vifit to
the king o f Scots k T he fovereign even affirmed a 
fupreme and uncontrolled authority over all foreign 
trade 3 and neither allowed any perfon to enter or 

/ depart the kingdom, nor any commodity to be im
ported or exported without his confent1'. 

j T h e  parliament, in the thirteenth o f the queen, 
j praifed her for not imitating the pra&ice ufual 
1 among her predeceffors, o f flopping the courfe o f 
| juftice" by particular warrants'7. There could not 

poifibly be a greater abufe, nor a flronger mark o f 
arbitrary power 3 and the queen in refraining from 
it was very laudable. But foe was by no means 
conftant in this referve. There remain in the pub
lic records feme warrants o f her’s for exempting 
particular perfons from all lawfuits and prolecu- 
tionsx 3 and thefe warrants, foe lays, foe grants
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A P P E N D I X III.
from her royal prerogative, which fhe will not allows Appendix 
to be diiputed. /

I t  was very ufual in queen Elizabeth’s reign, and 
.probably in all the preceding reigns, for noblemen 
or privy-counfellors to commit to prifon any one : 
who had happened to difpleafe them, by fuing for 
his juft debts; and the unhappy perfon, though he ;

: gained his caufe in the courts of juftice, was com- l 
monly obliged to relinquifh his property in order to ; 

r obtain his liberty. Some, likewife; who had been ' 
^delivered from prifon by the judges, were again 

committed to cuftody in fecret places, without any 
-jpofllbi-lity o f obtaining relief; and even the officers 

and ferjeants o f the courts of law were punifhed for 
 ̂executing the >yrits in favour of thefe perfons. Nay,
, it was ufual to fend for people by purfuivants, a 
v kind of harpies, who then attended the orders o f  
i the council and high commiffion; and they were 
,.brought upy to i.ondon, and conftrained by impri
sonm ent, not only to withdraw their lawful fuits, but 
/alio to pay the purfuivants great fums o f money.
:: !The judges, Jn the 34th of the queen, complain to 
nher majefty of the frequency o f this praftice. It is 

probable that fo egregious a tyranny was carried no 
, .farther down than the reign o f Elizabeth; iince the 
v parliament, .who prefented the petition o f right, 
nlbund. no later inftances o f i ty. And even thefe
./very judges o f  Elizabeth who thus proteft the peo

p le  againii the tyranny o f the great, exprefsly allow, 
Athac a perfon committed by fpecial command o f the 

: queen is 3 not bailable.
I t is eafy to imagine that in fuch a government, 

no juftice could by.courfe o f law be obtained of the 
i foyereign, unlefs he were willing to allow it. In the 

naval expedition undertaken by Raleigh and Fro- 
shiftier againft the Spaniards in the year 1592, a very

7 Ruftiwcrth, vol. i. p. 511- Franklyn’s Annals, p. 350, 151*
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rich car rack was taken, worth two hundred thoufand 
pounds, T he queen's ihare in the adventure was 
only a tenth j but as the prize was fo great, and 
exceeded fo much the expe&ation o f all the adven
turers, (he was determined not to reft contented 
with her fhare. Raleigh humbly and earneftly 
begged her to accept o f a hundred thoufand pounds 
in lien of all demands, or rather extortions ; and 
fays, that the prefent which the proprietors were 
willing to make her, o f eighty thoufand pounds, 
was the greateft that ever prince received from a 
fubjeftz.

B ut it is no wonder the queen in her adminiftra- 
tion fhould pay fo little regard to liberty ; while the 
parliament itfelf in ena&ing laws was entirely ne
gligent of.it. T h e perfecuting ftatutes which they 
paifed againft papifts and puritans are extremely 
contrary to the genius o f  freedom ; and by expofing 
fuch multitudes to the tyranny o f priefts and bigots, 
accuftomed the people to the moft difgraceful fub- 
je&ion. Their conferring an unlimited fupremacy 
on the queen, or, what is worfe, acknowledging 
her inherent right to it, was another proof o f  their 
voluntary fervitude.

T he law of the 23d o f her reign, making fedi- 
tions words againft the queen capital, is alio a very 
tyrannical ftatute; and a ufe no lefs tyrannical was 
iometirnes made o f  it. T h é cafe o f Udal, a puri
tanical clergyman, feems fmgular even in thofe ar
bitrary times. This man had publiihed a book 
called a Demonftration o f Difcipline, in which he 
inveighed againft the government o f  biihops 5 and 
though he had carefully endeavoured to conceal his 
name, he was thrown into prifon upon fufpicion, 
and brought to a trial for this offence. It was pre
tended, that the biihops were part o f  thé queen's 
political body; and to lpeak againft them was really

H I S T O R Y  OF E N G L A N D .



to attack her, and was therefore felony by thefta- Appendix 
tüte. This was not the only iniquity to which v 
Udal was expofedi The judges would not allow the 
jury to determine any thing but the fa&, whether 
Udal had written the book or not, without examin
ing his intention or the import o f the words. In 
order to prove the fad, the crown lawyers did not 
produce a Angle witnefs to the court : They only read 
the teftimony o f  two perfons abfent, one" o f whom 
faid, that Udal had told him he was the author; 
another, that a friend o f Udal’s had faid fo. They 
would not allow Udal to produce any exculpatory 

, evidence 5 which they faid was never to be permit
ted againft the crown \  And they tendered him an ; 
oath, by which he was required to depofe, that h e 1 
Was not the author o f the book; and his refufal to 
make that depofition was employed as the ftrongeft 
proof o f his guilt. It is almoft needlefs to add, 
that notwithftanding thefe multiplied iniquities, a 
verdiil o f death was given by the jury againft Udali 
For, as the queen was extremely bent upon his 
profecution, it was impoftible he could efcapeb.
H e died in prifon before execution o f the fentence.

T he cafe o f  Penry was, i f  poffible, ftill harder.
This man was a zealous puritan, or rather a 
Brownift, a fmall feet which afterwards increafed, 
and received the name o f Indépendants. H e had 
written againft the hierarchy feveral trafts iuch as 
Martin Marprelate, ïhefes M arihuana , and other 
compofitions, full o f low fcurrility and petulant fa- 
tire. After concealing himfelf for fome years, he 
was feized; and, as the ftatuce againft feditious 
words required that the criminal fhould be tried 
within a year after committing the offence, he could . 
not be indiited for his printed books. ;H e was

a It was never fully eftablilhed that the prifoner could legally pro
duce evidence againft the crown, till after the revolution. Ŝce Black- 
ftone’s Commentaries, vol. iv, p. 351. b State Trials, vol. 1.

144. Strype, vol. iv. p* 2.1* Id. Life of W hitgilt, p. 34-3.
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Appendix therefore tried for forrie papers found in his pocket,
, :t as if  he had thereby Scattered feditionV It was

 ̂  ̂ alfo imputed to him, by the lord keeper. Pucker
ing, that in forne o f thefe papers, “  he had riot only 
«  acknowledged her majefty’s royal power to efta-

M iß  laws, ecclefiaftical ana c iv il; but had avoided 
cf the ufual terms o f making, enabling, decreeing,f 
fC and ordaining law s :; W hich imply,”  fays the 
lord keeper, “ a moil abfolute authority V ’ Penry,
for thefe offences, was Condemned arid executed.

T hus  we have feen, that the moft abfolute autho
rity o f  the fovereign, to make ufe o f the lord keeper's 
exprefiion, was eftabliihed on above twenty branches 

; 'o f prerogative, which are now aboliihed, and which 
were, evCry One o f  theiti, totally incompatible with 
the liberty o f  the fubje<5t. But what enfured more 
effectually the flavery o f the people, than even thefe 
branches o f prerogative, was the eftabliihed princi- 

/ pies o f the times, which attributed to the prince 
fuch an unlimited and indefeizable power as was fup- 
pofed to be the origin o f all law, and could be cir- 
cumfcribed ‘ by none. T h e  homilies publiihed for 
the ufe o f  the clergy, and which they were enjoined 
to read every Sunday'in all the churches, inculcate 

\ every where a blind and unlimited' paflive obedi- 
; ence to the prince, which, on no account, and under 

no pretence, it is ever lawful for fubjefts in the 
\ fnaalleft article to depart from or infringe. Much
• noife has been made becaufe ferine court chaplains

during the fucceeding reigns Vrere permitted to 
preach fuch doftrinesj but there is a great differ
ence between theie fermons and difeouries publiihed 

, by authority, avowed byr the prince and council, and 
promulgated to the whole nationV So thoroughly 
were thefe principles imbibed by the people, during

c Strype’s Life o f Whitgift; boot iv. chap. 1 1 . Neal, vol. i. p' 564-. 
, d Strype's Annals, vol. iv. p. 177. e Gifford, a clergy
man, was iufpended in the year 1584, for preaching up a limited 
obedience to tife civil magiiirate. Neal, vol. i; p, 435.
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the reigns-of Elizabeth and her predecefiors, that Append  ̂
oppofition to them was regarded as the molt flagrant , v**: . 
fedition, and? was not even rewarded by that public 
praife and approbation which can alone fupport 
men under fuch dangers and difficulties as attend 
the refiftance o f tyrannical authorityf. It was only 
during the next generation that the noble princi
ples o f liberty took root, and fpreading themfelves 
under the flielter of puritanical abffirdities, be
came fafhionable among the people.

It is worth remarking, that the advantage ufu- 
ally afcribed to abfolute monarchy, a greater regu
larity o f police, and a more ftri£t execution, o f the 
laws, did not attend the former Englilh govern
ment, though in many refpe&s it fell under that 
denomination. A  demonftration o f this truth is 
contained in a judicious paper which is preferved by 
Strypes, and which was written by an eminent juf- 
tice o f peace o f Somerfetihire, in the year 1596, 
near the end of the queen’s reign $ when the autho
rity o f that princefs may be fuppofed to be fully 
corroborated by time, and her maxims of govern
ment improved bf  long pra&ice. This paper con
tains an account of the dif'orders which then prevailed 
in the county o f Sorherfet. T h e author lays, that 
forty perfons had there been executed in a year for 
robberies, thefts, and other felonies j thirty-five 
burnt in the hand, thirty-feven whipped, one hun
dred and eighty-three difcharged: That thofe who 
were difcharged were moil wicked and defperate

f It is remarkable, that in al! the hilterical plays of Shakefpeare, 
where the manners and chara&ers, and even the tran fail tons of the 
ieveral reigns are lb exailly copied, there is fearedy any mention of 
c h il Libertyf  which fome pretended Iteterianshave imagined to be the 
object of ail the ancient quarrels, infurrefftons, and civil wars. In 
the elaborate panegyric of England, contained in the tragedy of 
Richard II. and the detail of its advantages, not a word of its civil 
con dilution, as any wife different from, or i «peri or to, that of other 
European kingdoms : A n  «million which cannot be fuppofed in.auv 
Englilh author that wrote fmee the Reiteration, at leali fince the Re* 
volution, £ Annals, voi. iv. p. zoo.
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Appendix perfons, who never could come to any good, becaufe 
n l* they would not work, and none would take them into 

fervice : That, notwithftanding this great number 
ofp indi&ments, the fifth part o f the felonies com- 
rfìfttecl in the county were not brought to a trial ; 
the greater number efcaped ceniure, either from the 
fuperior cunning o f the felons, thè remiffnefs o f the 
magiilrates, or the fooliih lenity o f the people : 
That the rapines committed by the infinite number 
o f wicked, wandering, idle people, were intolera
ble to the poor countrymen, and obliged them to 
keep a perpetual watch over the iheep-fqlds? their 
pafturd, their woods, and their corn-fields: That 
the other counties o f England were in no betfer 
condition than Somerfetfhire ; and many o f them 
were even in a worfe : That there were at leali three 
or four hundred able-bodied vagabonds in every 
county, who lived by theft and rapine;, and who 
fometimes met in troops to the number o f  fixty, 
and committed fpoil on the inhabitants That if 
all the felons o f this kind were afiembled, they 
would be able, if  reduced to good fubjeition, to 
give the greatefi: enemy her majefty has a firong 
battle; And that the magi fixates them (elves were 
intimidated from executing the laws upon them; 
and there were inftances o f juftices of. peace .who, 
after giving fentence againft rpgiies, had inter- 
pofed to itop the execution of their own fentence, 
on account o f the danger which hung aver them 
from the confederates o f thefe felons.

In the year 1575, the queen complained in 
parliament o f the bad execution o f the laws; and 

r threatened, that if  the magiilrates were not for the 
future more vigilant, ihe would entrufi: authority to 

..'indigent and needy perions, who Would find an in- 
tereit in a more exaft adminiftration o f  jqfticeh. 
I t  appears that ihe was as good as her word. For
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in the year 1601, there were great complaints 
made in parliament o f the rapine o f juftices of 
peace; and a member faid, that this magi (Irate was. 
an Animal who for half a dozen of chickens would 
difpenfe with a dozen o f penal ftatutesV It is not 
eafy to account for this relaxation o f government 
and negleft o f police during a reign o f lb much vi
gour as that o f Elizabeth. The fmall revenue of 
the crown is the moil likely caufe that can be af- 
figned. The queen had it not in her power to in- 
terefl a great number in affifling her to execute the 
laws*.

O n  the whole, the EnglKh have no reafon, from 
the example o f their anceftors, to be in love with 
the pidlure o f abfoiute monarchy y or to prefer the 
unlimited authority o f the prince and his unbound
ed prerogatives to that noble liberty, that fweet 
equality, and that happy fecurity by which they are 
at prefent diftinguiihed above all nations in the uni- 
verfe. The' utmoft that can be faid in favour of 
the government o f that age (and perhaps it may be 
faid with truth) is, that the power o f the prince, 
though really unlimited, was exercifed after the 
European manner, and entered not into every part 
o f the adminiftrarion ; that the inilances o f a high 
exerted prerogative were not ib frequent as to ren
der property fenfibly infecure, or reduce the people 
to a total fervitude j that the freedom from faction, 
the quieknefs o f execution, and the promptitude of 
thofe meafures, which could be taken for offence or 
defence, made fome compenfation for the want of 
a legal and determinate liberty; that as the prince 
commanded no mercenary army, there was a tacit 
check on him, which maintained the government 
in that medium to which the people had been ac- 
cuftomed; and that this fituation o f England, 
though feemingly it approached nearer, was in

* D ’E w e s , p .  6 6 1 — 6 6 4 .
k See note [MM] at the end of the volume,
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Appendix reality more remote from a defpotic and eaftern 
, liI: , monarchy than the prefent government o f  that king- 

dom, where the people, though guarded by multi
plied laws, are totally naked, defencelefs, and dif- 
armed ; and befides, are not fecured by any middle 
power, or independent powerful nobility, interpofed 
between them and the monarch.

W e fliall clofe the prefent Appendix with ¿ brief 
account o f the revenues, the military force, the 
commerce, the arts, and the learning o f England 
during this period.

Revenues, Q u e e n  Elizabeth’s ceconomy was remarkable;
and in fome inftances feemed to border on avarice,

' T he fmalleft expence, if  it could poflibly be fpared,
appeared confiderable in her eyes; and even the 
charge o f an expreß during the moil delicate tranf- 
aftions was not below her notice1, -She was alfo 
attentive to every profit; and embraced opportu
nities o f gain which may appear fomewhat extra
ordinary. She kept, for inftance, the fee o f Ely 
vacant nineteen years, in order to retain the reve
nue01; and it was uiual with her, when ftie pro
moted a biihop, to take the opportunity o f pillaging 
the Eee of fome o f its manors11. But that in reality 
there was little or no avarice in the queen’s temper, 
appears from this circumftance, that Ihe never 
amafied any treafure; and even refufed fubfidies 
from the parliament when fhe had no prefent occa- 
fiqn for them. Y e t we muft not conclude, from 
this circumfiancle, that her ceconomy proceeded

1 Birclfs Negot, p. i i .  , ' 01 Strype, vol. iv. p. 351.
n Ibid. p. 2.15. There is a curious letrer of the queen’s, written 

to a hiilioj) of Ely. and preferved in the regifter of that fee. I t  is in 
tliefe words ; Proud p  elate f  I  underfiavd you are backward in complying with 
your agreement; But ( wooId have you know, that l  who made you what you 
arc can unmake yen $ and i f  you do not forthwith fu lfil your engagement, by God I  
w ill immediately unfrock jo:/* Yours, as you demean yourf e lf , ELIZABETH.

. J he biihop, it feems, had pro ini fed to exchange 1’ome part of the
' find'belonging to the fee for a pretended equivalent, and did fo, but 

it was in consequent: e of the above letrer. Annual Regifter, 1761»
P* JS- " ' ■
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from a tender concern for her people: She loaded Appendix 
them with monopolies and exclufive patents, which . .
are much more oppreffive than the moil heavy ' 
taxes levied in an equal and regular manner. T he 
real fource o f her frugal conduit was derived from 
her defire o f independency, and her care to preferve 
her dignity, which would have been endangered 
had ihe reduced herfelf to the neceffity of having 
frequent recourfe to parliamentary fupplies. In 
confequence o f this motive, the queen, though en
gaged in fuccefsful and neceffary wars, thought it 
more prudent to make a continual dilapidation o f 
the royal demefnes-, than demand the molt mo
derate fupplies from the commons. As fhe lived 
unmarried, and had no pofterity, ihe was content 
to ferve her prefent turn, though at the, expence o f 
her fucceffors j who, by reafon of this policy, joined 
to other circumftances, found themielves on a fud- 
den reduced to the moft extreme indigence.

T he fplendour o f a court was, during this age, a 
great part of the public charge; and as Elizabeth 
was a Angle woman, and expenfive in no kind of 
magnificencei except clothes, this circumftance en
abled her to perform great things by her narrow re
venue. She is faid to have paid four millions o f 
debt, left on the crown by her father, brother, and 
After,* an incredible fum for that agep. The States, 
at the time o f her death, owed her about eight 
hundred thoufand pounds: And the king of France 
four hundred and fifty thoufand*5. Though that 
prince was extremely frugal, and after the peace of 
Vervins was continually amaffing trealure, the 
queen never could, by the inoft preiTing importu-

° R y m e r , 1o m . x v i .  p . 1 4 1 .  D ’ E w e s , p . 1 5 1 .  4 5 7 . 5 1 5 . 6 2 9 .
B a c o n , v o l.  iv .  p . 36 3 . P D 'B w e s ,  p . 4.73. I  th in k  it
im p o fllb le  to  reco n cile  th is a cco u n t o f  the p u b lic  debts w ith  that g iv e n  
b y  S tr y p e , E c c le f ,  M e m . v o l ,  i j ,  p . 3 4 4 . that in  the ye3r 1,553, the 
c r o w n  o w e d  b u t 300,000 p o u n d s. I  o w n  th at th is Jatt fum  appears

g re a t  deal m ore l ik e ly .  T h e  w h o le  reven ue o f  queen E liza b e th  
w o u ld  n o t in  ten years h a ve  p a id  fo u r  m illio n s .

4 W in  w o o d , v o l.  i, p . 2 9 . 54*
nities,
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Appendix ' nities, prevail on. him to make payment of thole
t t fums which ihef had fo generoufly advanced him 

during his greateft diftrefies. One payment of 
twenty thoufand crowns, and another o f fifty thou
fand, were all fhe could obtain by the flrongeft re- 
prefentacions ihe could make o f the difficulties to 
which the rebellion'in Ireland had reduced her\ 
T h e  queen expended on the-wars with Spain, be
tween the years 1589 and 1593, the fum o f  one 
million three hundred thoufand pounds, befides the 
pittance o f a double fubfidy, amounting to two hun
dred and eighty thoufand pounds, granted her by 
parliament*. In the year 1599 ihe fpent fix hun
dred thoufand pounds in fix months on the fervice 
o f Ireland*. Sir. Robert Cecil affirmed, that in ten 
years Ireland, coil her three millions four hundred 
thoufand pounds11. She gave the earl o f  Eflex a 
prefen t o f thirty thoufand pounds upon his de
parture for the government o f that kingdom Lord 
Burleigh computed, that the value o f the gifts con- 
fei red on that favourite, amounted to three hundred 
thoufand pounds; a fum which, though probably 
exaggerated, is a proof o f her ftrong affeftion to
wards him 1 It was a common faying during this 
reign; The queen, fays bountifully > though Jhe 
rewards Jparingly*i

It is difficult to compute exaftly the queen's 
ordinary revenue, but it certainly fell much Ihort 
of five hundred thoufand pounds a -year7. In the 
year 1590 fhe raifed the cuftoms from fourteen 
thoufand pounds a-year to fifty thoufand, and obli
ged fir Thomas Smith, who had farmed them, to
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r Win wood, vol. i. p j i 7. 395. s D'Ewes, p, 483.
x C a m d e n , p . 1 6 7 .  u A p p e n d ix  to  the earl o f  EiTex’ s

a p o lo g y . w -B irch 's M e m o iis ,  v o l .  i i .  *  N a n to p 's
R e g a lia , ch ap . 1 .

y F ra n k ty ii in h is  A n n a ls ,  p . 9 . fa y s ,  th a t  th e  p ro fit o f  th e  k in g 
d o m , b tirJes w a rd s and the d u tc h y  o f  L a n c a ste r  (w h ic h  amounted to  
about i2 d ,o c o  p o iirM )^  w a s  1 8 8 ,1 9 7  p o u n d s : T h e  c ro w n  la n d s  fee m  
tu be couipidiended in  th is  com p utation *

refund



reTifhd ibme o f his former profitsz. This improve- Appendix 
ment of the revenue was owing to the fuggeftions n^' 
o f  one Caermarthen; and was oppofed by Burleigh, 
leicefter, and Walfingham: But the queen’s per- 
feverance overcame all their oppofition. The great 
undertakings which fhe executed with fb narrow a 
revenue, and with fuch fmall fupplies from her peo
ple, prove the mighty effeds of wifdom and ceco- 
nomy, She received from the parliament, during 
the courfe of her whole reign, only twenty iubfidies _ 
and thirty-nine fifteenths. I pretend not to deter
mine exadly the amount o f thefe fupplies; becaufe 
the value of a fubfidy was continually falling; and 
in the end o f her reign it amounted only to eighty 
thoufand pounds3. I f  we fuppofe that the fupplies 
granted Elizabeth during a reign o f forty-five years, 
amounted to three millions, we ihali n̂ot probably 
be much wide o f  the truthb. This fum makes only

fixty-
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x  C a m d e n , p . 5 5 S , T h i s  a c c o u n t o f  C am den  is  d ifficu lt or Im poffi- 
b le  to  be reco n ciled  to  th e  d ate  o f  the cu iio m s in  the b e g in n in g  o f  the 
fu b ie q u e n t re ig n , as th e y  ap p ear in  the jou rn als o f  the co m m o n s. 
See H id , o f  J a m e s, ch a p . 4 6 . % D 'E w e s ,  p . 630.

* b L o r d  S a lifb u ry  co m p u ted  thefe fu p p lie s  o n ly  a t  2,800,000 p ou n d s. 
J o u r n .’ 1 7  F e b . 1 6 0 9 . K i n g  Jam es w a s*certa in ly  m idaken  w hen h e  
eftim ated  th e  q u een ’ s a n n u a l fu p p lie s  a t  137,0 0 0  p o u n d s, F ra n fclyn , 
p , 4 4 . I t  is  c u r io u s  to  obferv^ , th a t  the m in ifter, in the w a r  b eg u n  
in  1 7 5 4 , w a s  in  io m e p e rio d s  a llo w e d  to  la v ifh  in tw o  m on ths as g rea t 
a fu m  as w a s  g ra n ted  b y  p arliam en t to  queen E liza b e th  in fo rty -fiv e  
^ ears. T h e  e x tre m e fr iv o lo u s  obie£ l o f  the U te  w a r , an d  the g rea t 
im p o rtan ce  o f  h ers, fet th is  m atter in  d il l  a (L o n g e r  lig h t . M o n e y  
to o , w e m ay o b ferve , w a s  in  m o d  p a rticu la rs  o f  the lam e va lu e in  both 
p e r io d s : S h e  p ayed  e ig h t  pence a d a y  to  every fo o t ib ld ier. B u t  o u r  
la ic  d e lu fio n s have m u ch  exceeded  a n y  th in g  k n o w n  in hi d o ry , n o t 
even  e x c e p tin g  th o fe  o f  the cru fa d e s . F o r  I fuppofe there is n o  
m a th e m a tic a l, (till le fs an a rith m etica l dem on d ra tio n , that the road 
t o  th e  H o ly  L a n d  w a s  n o t th e  road to  p a r a d iit ,  as there is, that the 
e n d le is  in crea ie  o f  n ation al d eb ts is  the d irect road to  n a tio n al 
r u in . B u t  h a v in g  n o w  co m p le te ly  reached  A n t  g o a l,  it is  needlefs at 
p re fen t to  re fle ft  o n  the p a d . I t  w i l l  be fo u n d  in the present yea r, 
1 7 7 6 ,  that a ll  th e  reven u es o f  this iila n d  north  o f  T r e n t  and w e d  o f  
H e a d in g , are m o rtg a g e d  o r  a n ticip ated  fo r  ever* C o u ld  the fin ali re
m a in d e r  b e  in a w o rie  c o n d itio n , w e re  thofe provin ces feized  b y  A u 
di'i a and  P r u flia  ? T h e r e  is  o n ly  th is  d ifference, that ibm e even t m ig h t 
happen in E u ro p e  w h ic h  w o u ld  o b lig e  thefe g rea t m onarch» to  d ii-  
g o r g e  th eir  a c q u liit io n s . B u t  n o  im ag in a tio n  ca n  figu re a  duration

w h ich



Appendix; fixty-fix thoufand fix hundred and fixty-fixv pounds
. lly  , a-year ; and it is furprifing, that while thp queen’s 

demands were fo moderate, and. her expences fo well 
regulated, fhe íhould ever have found any difficulty 
in obtaining a fupply from parliament, or be reduced 
to make fale o f the crown-lands. But fuch was the 
extreme, I had almoil faid abfurd, parfimony o f the 
parliaments during that period. They valued no- 
thihg in comparilon o f  their money. T h e members 
had no connexion with the court; and the very idea 
which they conceived o f the truft committed to 
them was, to reduce the demands o f the crown, and 
to grant as few fupplies as poffible. T h e crown, on 
the other hand, conceived, the parliament in no 
other light than as a means. o f fupply. Queen E li
sabeth made a merit to her people o f feldom fum- 
moning parliamentsc. N o  redrefs o f grievances was 
expeded from thefe afiemblies : They were iuppofed 
to meet for no other purpofe than to impofe taxes.

B e f o r e  the reign o f Elizabeth, the Engliih 
princes had ufually recourfe to the city o f  Antwerp 
for voluntary loans; and their credit was fo low, 
that befides paying the high intereft o f ten or twelve 
per cent, they were obliged to make the city of Lon
don join in the iecurity. Sir Thomas Greiham, 
that great and enterprifing merchant, one o f the 
chief ornaments of this reign, engaged the company 
o f merchant-adventurers to grant, a loan to the 
queen; and as the money was regularly repaid, her 
credit by degrees eftablifhed itfelf in the city, and 
fhe ihook off this dependence on foreignersd.

I n the year 1559? however, the queen employed 
Grefham to borrow for her two hundred thoufand

476 H I S T O R Y  OF E N G L A N D .

w h ic h  will^ in d u ce  o u r  cre d ito rs  to  r e lin q u iih  th e ir  c la im s , o r  the 
p u b lic  to  feize th eir  re v e n u e s. S o  e g re g io u s  indeed h a s b een  o u r  f o l ly ,  
th at w e h ave even lo ft  a ll  t it le  to  co m p aih o n  in  th e n u rh b erle fs  c a la 
m in e s  th a t are w a it in g  u s . f  S try p e , v o l ,  iv .  p . J24-.

d S to w e ’ s Survey a t  L o n d o n , , b o o k  i .  p /2 8 6,
pounds



A P P E N D I X  III.
pounds at Antwerp, in order to enable her to re
form the coin, which was at that time Extremely \ 
clebafede. She was io impolitic as to make, herfel£ 
^n innovation in the coin; by dividing a pound o f 
Elver into fixty-two ihillings, inftead o f fixty the 
former ftatidard. This is the latt time that the
‘coin has been tampered with in England, ‘

Q ueen Elizabeth, fenfible ho>y much the defence 
o f  her ldhgdom depended on its naval power, was 
defirous to encourage commerce and navigation: 
B ut as her monopolies tended to extinguiih all do- 
meftic induftry, which is much more-valuable than 
foreign trade, and is the foundation o f  it, the gene
ral trairt o f her conduft was ill calculated to ferve 
the purpofe at which ihe aimed, much lefs to pro
mote the riches o f her people. T he exclufive com
panies alfo were an immediate check on foreign 
trade. Y et, notwithftanding thefe difcouragements, 
the fpirit o f the age was ftrongly bent on naval en- 
terprifes; and befides the military expeditions againft 
the Spaniards, many attempts were made for new 
difcoveries, and many new branches o f foreign com
merce were opened by the Engliih. Sir' Martin 

Trobifher undertook three fruitlefs voyages to;dif- 
cover the north-weft paffage: Davis, not difcou- 

; raged by tfiis ill fuccefs, made a new attempt, when 
he difcOvered the ftraits which pafs by his name. 
In the year 1600, the queen granted the firft patent 
to the Eaft-India company: T h e  ftock o f  that 
company was feventy-two thoufand pounds; and 
they fitted out four fhips under the command of 
James Lancafter, for this new branch o f trade. T he 

"adventure was fuccefsful; and the fhips returning 
with a rich cargo, encouraged the company to 
continue the commerce. :

T he communication with Mufcovy had been 
opened in queen Mary's time by the difcovery o f *

* M S .  o f  lord  R o y fto n ’ s fro m  the P a p e r-office, p . 3 9 5.

the
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Appendix the paffage to Archangel: But the commerce to 
i ^  1 t îat country did not begin to be carried on to a 

~ great extent till about the year 1569. T h e  queen 
obtained from the czar an exclufive patent to the 
Englifh for the whole trade o f M u fcovy f ; and fhe 
entered into a perfbnal as well as national alliance 
with him. This czar was named John Bafilides, a 
furious tyrant, who, continually fufpe&ing the revolt 

, o f  his fubje&s, ftlpulated to have a fafe retreat and 
prote&ion in England. In order the better to en- 
fure this refource, he purpofed to marry an Englilh 
woman; and the queen intended to have fent him 
lady Anne Haftings, daughter o f  the earl o f  Hun
tingdon : But when the lady was informed o f the 
barbarous manners o f  the country, ihe wifely de
clined purchafing an empire at the expence o f her 
cafe and fafety E.

T he Englifh, encouraged by the privileges which 
they had obtained from Bafilides, ventured farther 
into thofe countries than any Europeans had for- 
merly, done. T hey tranfported their goods along 
the river Dwina in boats, made o f one entire tree, 
which they towed and rowed up the ftream as far as 
W alogda. Thence they carried their commodities 
feven days journey by land to Yerailau, and then 
down the Volga to Aftraean. A t  Aftracan they 
built fhips, crofled the Cafpian Sea, and diftributed 
 ̂their manufaftiu-es into Perfia. But this bold at
tempt met with fuch difcouragements, that it was 
never renewedh.

A fter the death o f  John Bafilides, his fon T h e
odore revoked the patent which the Englifh enjoyed 
for a monopoly o f  the Ruffian trade: W hen the 
queen remonftrated againft this innovation, he told 
her minirters, that princes muft carry an indifferent 
hand, as well between their fubjects as between fb-

f Camden, p. 4.0S, s Ibid, p, 493* ft Ibid, p, 418.
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reigncrs j and not convert trade, which by the laws Appendix 
o f nations ought to be commbn to all* into a mono- . n *# , 
poly for the private gain o f a few1. So much jufter x •Tt ' 
notions o f commerce were entertained by this bar
barian than appear in the conduft o f the renowned 
queen Elizabeth! Theodore, however, continued 
fome privileges to the Engliih, on account o f their 
being the difcoverers o f the communication between 
Europe and his country.

T h e  trade to Turkey commenced about the year 
158 3 ; and that commerce was immediately con
fined to a company by queen Elizabeth. Before 
that time, the grand fignior had always conceived 
England to be a dependent province o f Prancek ; 
but having heard of the queen’s power and reputa
tion, he gave a good reception to the Engliih, and 
even granted them larger ¡privileges than he had 

" given to the French.
T h e  merchants o f the Hanfe-towns complained 

loudly, in the beginning o f Elizabeth’s reign, o f the 
treatment which they had received in the reigns o f 
Edward and Mary. She prudently replied, that as 
ihe would not innovate any thing, fhe would ftill 
proteft them in the immunities and privileges o f 
which ihe found them poiTeffed. This anfwer not 
contenting them, their commerce was (bon after 
fufpended for a time, to the great advantage of the 
Engliih merchants, who tried what they could them- 
felves efifeft for promoting their commerce. They 
took the whole trade into their own hands; and 
their returns proving fucceisful, they divided them- 
felves into ftaplers and merchant adventurers; the 
former refiding conftantly at one place, the latter 
trying their fortunes in other towns and ftates abroad 
with cloth and other manufactures. This fuccefs
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i  Camden, p, 493, * Birch’s Memoirs, voL i. p. 36*

fo



-Appendix ib enraged the Hanfe-towns, that they: tried all .the 
IIL . methods wfâ people could devife,

draw upon the Engliih merchants the ill opinion 
• o f  other nations and liâtes. T hey prevailed fo far 

as to obtain an imperial edi6t, by which the Engliih 
; were prohibited all commerce in xhé empire : The 
■ queen, by way o f retaliation, retained fixty o f  their
- ihips, which had. been feized in the. river Tagus* 
with contraband goods o f  the Spaniards. Thefe

; ihips the queqri intended to have reijtored, as defir- 
. ing tp have eompromifed all differences with thole 
trading cities; but when ihe was informed that a 

; fgenerayaffemblyKwas-held ;at Lubec, in order to 
concert meafures for diftreffing the Engliih trade, 
ihe-caufed the ihips and cargoes to be confilCated : 
Only two of them were releafed to carry home the 
news, and - to inform * thefe ftates that ihe had the 
greatefl: contempt imaginable for all their proceed* 
in gs l. .

H enry V III. in order to fit out a navy, was 
obliged to hire ihips from Hamburgh, Lubec, 

r Dantzic, Genoa, and Venice : But Elizabeth, very 
rearly in her reign, put affairs upon a better footing; 

both by building feme ihips o f herown, and by en
couraging the merchants to build large trading vef-

- Tels, which on occafion were converted into ihips of 
w arm. In the year 1582, the feamen in England

- were found to be fourteen thoufand two hundred and 
ninety-five, men * ; the number o f , Vellels twelve 
hundred and thirty-two ; o f  which, there were only

. two hundred and feventeen above eighty tons. 
Monfon pretends, that though navigation decayed 

; in the firit years o f James I, by, the practice of the 
? merchants, who carried ; on their trade in foreign 
bottoms yet before the year 1640 this; number 
o f feamen was tripled in England1*,

t I'ivcs of the Admirals, vol. i. p. 470. m Camden,
p. 388. n Monfon, p. £56. 0 Ibid* p. 300«

P Ibid* p. 210. £56.
T he
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T he navy which the queen left at her deceale 
appears considerable, when we refleft only on the i i  
number of veflels, which were forty-two: But when Military" 
we conlider that none o f thefe ihips carried above ioice# 
forty guns; that four only came up to that number; 
that there were but two Ihips o f  a thoufand tons; 
and twenty-three below five hundred, fome o f fifty; 
and fome even o f twenty tons; and that the whole 
number o f guns belonging to the fleet was feven 
hundred and foventy four41; we muft entertain a 
contemptible idea of the Englifh navy, compared 
to the force which it has now attained1. In the 
year 1588, there were not above five veflels fitted 
out by the noblemen and fea-ports which exceeded 
two hundred tons \

I n the year 1599, an alarm was given o f an in- 
vafion by the Spaniards; and the queen equipped a 
fleet and levied an army in a fortnight to oppofe 
them. Nothing gave foreigners a higher idea o f  
the power o f  England than this fudden armament.
In the year 1575, all the militia in the kingdom 
were computed .at a hundred and eighty-two thou-’ ~ 
fand nine hundred and twenty-nine£. A  diftrihu- 
tion was made in the year 1595 o f a hundred and 
forty thoufand men, befides thofe which Wales 
could fuppiy\ Thefe armies were formidable by 
their numbers; but their difcipline and experience 
were not proportionate. Small bodies from Dun
kirk and Newport frequently ran over and plundered 
the eaft coaft: So unfit was the militia, as it was 
then conftitutedy for the defence o f the kingdom.
T h e lord lieutenants were firft appointed to the 
counties in this reign.

M r . Murden* lias publifhed from the Salifbury 
colledlions a paper which contains the military force

q Monfon, p. 196. The Englifh navy at prefent carries abou;
14,000 guns. r See ndte [NN] at the end of the volume.

s Monfon, p. goo. * Lives of the Admirals, vol. ¡. p. 431.
Strype, vol. iv. p. aai. w 6*8*

J o l J ,  I i
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Appendi* 0f  the nation at the time o f the Spaniih Armada, 

111 * and which is fomewhat different From the account
given by bur ordinary hiftoriahs. It makes all thè 
able-bodied men o f the kingdom amount to a hun
dred and eleven thoufand five hundred and thirteen; 
thole armed> to eighty thoufand eight hundred and 
feventy-five; of whom forty-four thoufand feven 
hundred and twenty-feven were trained. It  muft 
be fuppofed that thefe able-bodied men confided of 
fuch only as were regiftered, otherwife the fmall 
number is not to be accounted for. Y e t fir Ed- 
ward C o k e 1 laid in the houfe o f  commons, that he 
was employed about the fame time, together with 
Popham, chief jufticc, to take a furvey o f  all the 
people o f England, and that they found them 
to be 900,000 o f all forts. This number, by the 
ordinary rules o f  computation, fuppofes that there
were above 200,000 men able to bear arms. Yet
even this number is furprifingly fmall. Can we 
fuppofe that the kingdom is fix or feven times more* 
populous at jprefent ? And that Murden’s was the 
real number o f men, excluding catholics and chil
dren and infirm perfons ?

H arrison fays, that in the mufters taken in the 
years 1574 and 1575, the men fit for fervice 
amounted to-1,17 2,674; yet was it believed that a 
full third was omitted. Such uncertainty and con
tradiction are there in all thefe accounts. Notwith- 
ftanding thé greatnefs o f  this number, the feme au
thor complains much o f the decay o f  populoufnefs: 
A  vulgar complaint in all places and all ages. 
Guicciardini makes the inhabitants o f  England in 
this reign amount to two millions.

W hatever opinion we may form o f  the compa
rative populoufnefs o f  England in different periods* 
it muft be allowed that, abftrafting from the na
tional debt, there is a prodigious increafe o f  power

*  J o u rh , 7 $  A p r i l  1 6 1 1 *
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iri that* more perhaps than in any other European Append« 
Rate fince the beginning o f the laft century. iIX*
It would be no paradox to affirm, that Ireland alone 
could at prefent exert a greater force than all the 
three kingdoms were capable o f at the death of 
queen Elizabeth. Arid we might go farther* and 
affert* that one good county in England is able 
to make, at leaft to fupport, a greater effort than 
the whole kingdom was capable of in the reign of 
Harry V . $ when the maintenance of a garrifon in a 
finall town like Calais formed more than a third of 
the ordinary national expence. Such are the effetts 
o f liberty, induftry, and good government!

T he ftate of the Englifh manufa&ures was at 
this time very low* and foreign wares o f almoft all 
kinds had the preference7. About the year 1590, 
there were in London four perfons only rated in the 
fubfidy-books ib high as four hundred pounds*.
This computation is not indeed to be deemed an 
exact eftimate o f their wealth. In 1567 there were 
found, on inquiry, to be four thoufand eight hun
dred and fifty-one ftrangers o f all nations in London:
O f  whom three thoufand eight hundred and thirty- 
eight were Flemings, and only fifty-eight Scots \
T h e perfecutions in France and the Low Countries 
drove afterwards a greater number o f foreigners into 
England; and the commerce as well as manufac
tures o f that kingdom was Very much improved by 
them \  It was then that fir Thomas Grefham built, 
at his own charge, the magnificent fabric o f  the 
Exchange for the reception o f  the merchants: The 
queen vifited it, and gave ij  the appellation of the 
Royal Exchange.

B y  a lucky accident in language, which has a 
great effeft on men’s ideas, the invidious word' 
uiufy, which formerly meant the taking o f  any in-* 
tereft for money, came now to exprefs only the

f  D'Ewes, p. 505. * 497.
* Haynes, p. 4-61, 462. b Stowe* p, 668. I
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Append  ̂ taking of exorbitant and illegal intereft. An a£t 
^ palled ;in 1 5 7 1 ^violently condemns all ufbrjr; 

but permits ten per cent, intereft to be payed, 
Henry IV* o f France reduced intereft to 6 f per 
'cent.: A n  indication o f the great advance of 
France above England in commerce.

D r . Howell faysc, that queen Elizabeth in the 
third o f  her reign was prefented* with ; a pair of 
black filk knit ftockin gsb y- 'her ] ffikvidrnan* and 
never, wore cloth- hole any more. T h e  author of 
T h e prefent State o f England fays, that about 1577, 
pocket watches were firft brought into England 
from Germany. They are thought to have been in
vented at Nuremberg. About 15 So, the ufe of 
coaches was introduced by the earl o f  Arundel V 
Before that time,, the queen, on , public occafions, 
rode behind her chamberlain.

.Camden fays, that in 1581 Randolph* fo much 
employed by the queen in foreign, embaffies, pof- 
feffed the office o f  poft-mafter general o f England. 
It appears, therefore, that polls were then eftablilh- 

r ed; though, from Charles I .:*s regulations in 1635* 
it would feem that few poft-houfes were erected be
fore that time.

I n a remonftrance of the Hanfe Towns to the .diet 
jof the empire in 158 2, it is affirmed that England 
exported annually about 200,000 pieces o f  cloth'. 
This number feems to be much exaggerated.

In the fifth of this reign was enacted the firft law 
for the relief of the poor.
• A  j u d i c i o u s  author o f that age confirms the 
yulgar obfervation, that the kingdom -was depopu
lating from thednereafe o f  inclofures arid decay of 
tillage; ' and he aferibes the reafon very juftly to the 
reftraints put on the exportation o f corn; while full 

"liberty was allowed to export all the produce o f paf* 
turage, fuch" as wool, hides, leather, tallow, &Ci

c H i iW y  o f  th e  W o r ld ,  v o l .  » .  p .  2 « .  . .. . *  A n d e r fo n ,
y e l .  i .  p . 4 2 1 ,  « A n d e r io n ,  v o l .  i .  2 . 4 2 4 .

‘ Thefe
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Thefe prohibitions of exportation were derived 
from the prerogative, and were very injudicious. 
T he queen, once, on fee commencement o f her 
reign, had t r ip  a contrary practice, and with good 
fuccefs. From the fame author we learn, that the 
complaints renewed in our time, were then very com
mon, concerning the high prices of every thingf. 
There feems, indeed, to have been two periods in 
which prices rofe remarkably in England, namely, 
that in queen Elizabeth’s reign, when they are com
puted to have doubled, and that in the prefent age. 
Between the two, there feems to have been a ftagna- 
tion. It would appear'that induftry, during that 
intermediate period, increafed as fail as gold' and 
filver, and kept commodities nearly at a par with 
money.

T here were two attempts made in this reign to 
fettle colonies in America; one by fir Humphrey 
Gilbert in Newfoundland, another by fir Walter 
Raleigh in Virginia: But neither of thefe projects 
proved fuccefsful. A ll thofe noble fettlements were 
made in the following reigns. The current fpecie 
o f the kingdom i$ the end of this reign is computed 
at four millionss.

T he earl of Leicefter defired fir Francis Walfing- 
ham, then ambaflador in France, to provide him 
with a riding matter in that country, to whom he 
promiies a hundred pounds a-year, befides maintain
ing himfelf and fervant and a couple o f horfes. Cf I 
f* know,”  adds the earl, “  that fuch a man as I 
** want may receive higher wages in France: But

-f A  co m p en d io u s o r  b r ie f  E x a m in a tio n  o f  certain  o rd in a ry  C o m 
p la in ts  o f  d iv ers  o f  o u r  C o u n try m e n . T h e  au th o r fa y s , th at in z o  
o r  30 y e a rs  b e fo re  1 5 8 1 ,  co m m o d ities had  in  g en era i rifen  50 per 
x e n t . ; fo m e m o re . C a n n o t  y o u , n e ig h b o u r, rem em b er, (ays he, th at 

¿ w ith in  th efe 30 y e a rs , I  c o u ld  in  this to w n  b u y  th e  beft p ig  or g o o fe  
J  c o u ld  la y  m y -h a n d s  o n  fo r  fo u r-p e n c e , w h ich  n o w  cofteth tw e lv e -  
rp en ce, a  g o o d  cap on  fo r  th ree -p e n ce , o r  fo u r-p en ce,, a  c h ic k e n  fo r  a  
p e n n y , a  hen fo r  tw o -p e n c e  ? p# 3 5 . Y e t  the price o f  o rd in a ry  lab o u r 

.w a s  then eighth p en ce a  d a y ,  p . 3 1 .
% Lives of the Admirals, vol. i* p. 475*
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*c jet him confider, that a ihilling in England goes 
<c as far as two fhillings in Franceh.”  It is known 
that every thing is much changed fince that time.. 

T he nobility in this age ftill fuppofted, in fome 
degree, the ancifilt magnificence: in their hofpka«. 
lity, and in the numbers o f  their retainers $ and the 
queen found it prudent to retrench, by proclama
tion, their expences in this laft particular1. The 
expence of hofpitality ihe fomewhat encouraged by 
the frequent vifits ihe paid her nobility, and the 
fumptuous feaijs which ihe received from them*. 
T h e  earl o f Leicefter gave her an entertainment in 
Kenilworth caftle, which was extraordinary for ex
pence and magnificence. Am ong other particulars, 
we are told? that three huiidred and fixty-five hogf^ 
heads o f beer were drunk at i t 1. The earl had for-, 
tified this caftle at great expence j  and it contained 
arms for ten thoufand men m. T he earl o f Derby 
had a family confifting o f two hundred and forty 
fervants\ Stowe remarks it as a Angular proof of 
beneficence in this nobleman, that he was contented 
with his rent from, his tenants, and exaited not any 
extraordinary fervices from them : A  proof that the 
great power o f  the fovereign (what was almoft un
avoidable) had very generally countenanced the

11 n i g g e r s  C o m p le te  A m b a fia d o r . * S tr y p e , v o l. in .
A p p e n d ix ,  p  5 4 .

k H a r r ifo n , a fte r  e n u m e ra tin g  th e  q u e e r s  p a la c e s , a d d s ; B u t 
.** w h a t  (hall I  need to  ta k e  u p o n  m e to  rep eat a l l ,  a n d  te ll  w h a t 
** h o u fes the q u e e n 's  m aje fty  h a th ?  S ith  a ll  is  h e r s ;  an d  w hen  it 
<£ p leafeth  her in  the fu m m er fea fo n  to  re crea teJ h erie lf a b ro a d , and 
** v iew  th e  eftate o f  the c o u n tr y , a n d  h ear th e  co m p la in t?  o f  fa s ’ poor 

co m m o n s in ju red  b y  her n n ju ft  o fficers o r  th e ir  fu b it itu te s , every  
( t  n o b le m a n 's  ha life is  h er  p a la ce , w h ere  fhe c o n tin u e tli d u r in g  plea* 

fu re , a n d  t il l  ih e re tu rn  a g a in  to  fo m e o f  her o w n , ; in  w h ic h  ihe 
rem ain eth  fo  lo n g  a s ih e  p le a fe th .1’ B o o k  it. c h a p . x v .  S u re ly  

p n e  m a y  la y  o f  fu c h  a g u e ft  w h a t C ic e r o  fa y s  to  A t t i c u s  o n  occafion  
p f  a  v if it  p a yed  h im  b y  C aefar : H o fp es tam en  c o n  is  c u i  d ieeres, 

J a m a b o  te , eodem  ad m e cu m  r e v e n e r e . L ib .  x i i i .  E p .  5 1 .  = I f  Ihe 
re lie v e d  the p eo p le  fro m  oppreiTions ( r o  w h o m  it iVem s th e  la w  c o u ld  
p iv e  n o  r e l i e f ) ,  h e r  v ifits  w e re  a  g re a t o p p rd lio n  o n  th e  n o b il i ty .

1 B io g r ,  B r i t .  yol, i i i .  p . 1 7 9 1 .  w B tr y p e , vol. i i i .
f? ? Stowe, $7 .̂

HI STORY OF ENGLAND.



nobility in tyrannifing over the people. Burleigh, Appendil 
though he was frugal, and had no paternal eftate, ^
kept a family confiiling o f a hundred fervants0. 1 ^
H e had a {landing table for gentlemen, and two 
other tables for perfons o f meaner condition, which 
were always ferved alike, whether he were in town 
or in the country. About his perfon he had people 
o f  great diftinftion, infomuch that he could reckon 
up twenty gentlemen retainers, who had each a 
thoufand pounds a-yearj and as many among his 
ordinary fervants, who were worth from a thoufand 
pounds to three, five, ten, and -twenty thoufand 
poundsp. It is to be remarked, that though the 
revenues o f the crown were at that time very fmall, 
the minifters and courtiers fometimes found means, 
by employing the boundlefs prerogative, to acquire 
greater fortunes than it is poffible for them at pre- 
ient to amafs, from their larger falaries, and more . 
limited authority.

B u r l e i g h  entertained the queen twelve fever^l 
times in his country houfe$ where fhe remained 
three, four, or five weeks at a time. Each vifit 
coft him two or three thoufand pounds'1. The 
quantity o f  filver plate pofleffed by this nobleman 
is furprifing: N o lefs than fourteen or fifteen thou- 
land pounds w eighty which befides the faihion 
would be above forty-two thoufand pounds fterling 
in value. 'Yet Burleigh left only 4000 pounds a- 
year in land, and 11,000 pounds in money 5 and as 
land was then commonly fold at ten years purchafe, 
iris plate was nearly equal to all the reft o f his for
tune. It appears that little value was then put upon 
the faihion o f the plate, which probably was but 
rode: T he weight was chiefly confidered*.

0 S try p e , v o l .  in .  p .  1 2 9 . A p p e n d . P L i f e  o f  B u r le ig h
p u b ]ifh e d  b y  C o l l in s .  3 I b id .  p. 4 0 .

r S ee note [ Q O ]  a t th e  en d  o f  the v o lu m e .
s T h i s  appears fro m  B u r le ig h 's  w i l l : Fie fpccifies o n ly  the n u m b er 

o f  o u n ce s  to  b e  g iv e n  to  each le g a te e , and  ap p oin ts a g o ld fm ith  to fee 
i t  w e ig h e d  o u t to  th em , w ith o u t  m a k in g  a n y  d iiU n & io n  o f  the p ieces.

I  i Af B u t ,

A P P E N D I X  111.
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%PpeÀ '̂k R u t , though there were preferved great remain^

 ̂ b f the ancient cuftoms, the nobility were by degrees
■ acquiring a tafte for elegant luxury ; and many edi

fices in particular were built by them, neat, large, 
and fumptuous, to the great ornament o f the king^ 
dom, fays Camden - $ but to the no lefs decay of 
the glorious hofpitality o f  the nation. It is, how
ever* more reafonable to think, that this new turn 
o f  expence promoted arts and induftryj while the 
ancient hofpitality was the fource o f vice, diforder, 
fedition, and idlenefs V

A m o n g  the other fpecies o f luxury, that o f ap
parel began much to increafe during this age ; and 
the queen thought proper to reftrain it by proclama
tion;w- H er example was very little conformable 
to her edifts. A s no woman was ever more con
ceited o f her beauty, or more defirous of making 
impreflion on the hearts o f beholders, no one ever 
went to a greater extravagance in apparel, or ftudied 
more the variety and richnefs o f  her dreffes. She 
appeared almoft every day in a. different habit ; and 
,tried all the feveral modes by which fhe hoped to 
render herfelf agreeable. She was alfo fo fond of 
her clothes, that ihe never could part with any of 
them ; and at her death Ihe had in her. wardrobe all 
the different habits, to the number o f three thou-' 
fand, which Ihe had ever worn in her life-time x.

T he retrenchment o f the ancient hofpitality, and 
the diminution of retainers, were favourable to the 
prerogative o f the fovereign ; and by difabling the 
great nobleftien from refiftance, promoted the exely 
cution o f  the laws,, and extended the authority of 
the courts ofjuftice. There were many peculiar 
capfes in.the fituation^and chara&er o f Henry V II. 
yhich augmented the authority o f  the crown : Moft

t  P a g e  4.52. *> S eé p o tè  [ P P ]  a t  the en d  o f  th e  v o lu m e ,
v  v  C a m d e n , p .  4.5** *  C órte* V o i» iii .  to* 7 0 a .  fn p n
E è a tjm o n t 's  D U p a tc h e i,

Of
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t>f thefe caufes concurred in fucceeding princes; to- ApSehd&t 
gether with the fadtions in religion^ and the ac- t 
quifmon o f the fupremacy, a moft important article 
o f prerogative: But the manners of the age were 
a general caufe which operated during this whole 
period, and which continually tended to diminiih 
the riches, and ftill more the influence o f the ari- 
ftocracy anciently fo formidable to the crown. The 
habits o f  luxury diifipated the immenfe fortunes of 
the ancient barons; and as the new methods of ex* 
pence gave fubfiftence to mechanics and merchants, 
who lived in an independent manner on the fruits o f 
their own induftry, a nobleman, inftead* of that un
limited afcendknt which he was wont to afiume over 
thofe who were maintained at his board, or fubfifted 
-by falaries conferred on them, retained only that 
moderate influence which cuftomers have over 
tradefmen, and which can never be dangerous to 
civil government. The landed proprietors alfo, 
having a greater demand for money than for men, 
endeavoured to turn their lands to the bell account ' 
with regard to profit; and either inclofing their 
fields, or joining many fmall farms into a few large 
ones, difmifTed thofe uielefs hands which formerly 
were always at their call in every attempt to fubvert 
the government, or oppofe a neighbouring baron.
B y all thefe means the cities increafed; the middle 
rank of men began to be rich and powerful; the 
prince, who in effedt was the fame with the law, 
was implicitly obeyed; and though the farther pro- 
grefs o f the fame caufes begat a new plan of liberty, 
founded on the privileges of the commons, yet in 
the interval between the fall o f the nobles and the 
irifc o f this order, the fovereign took advantage of 
the prefent fituation, and affumed an authority al- 
moft abfolute.

W hatever  may be commonly imagined, from 
the authority o f lord Bacon, and from that of H ar
rington* and later authors, the laws o f Henry VII*

contri-



Appendix contributed very little towards the great revolution 
which happened about this period in the Englifly 
eonilitution. T h e  pra&ice o f breaking entails by 
a fine and recovery had been introduced imthe pre
ceding reigns; and this prince only gave indirectly 
a legal fancfcion to the praftice, by reforming feme 
abufes which attended it. But the fettled authority 
which he acquired to the crown, enabled the fove- 
reign to encroach on the feparate juriidi&ions o f the 
barons, and produced a more general and regular 
exécution o f the laws. T he counties palatine un
derwent the fame fate as the feudal powers; and, 
b y  a flatute o f Henry V I I I .y, the jurifdiftion of 
theie counties was annexed to the crown, and alf 
writs were ordained to run in the king’s name. But 
the change o f  manners was .the chief caufe o f  thé 
fccrer revolution o f government, and fubverted the 
power o f the barons. There appear Rill in this 
reign fome remains o f  the ancient flavery o f  the 
boors and peafantsz, but none afterwards.

L earning, on its revival, was held in high efli- 
mation by the Englifh princes and nobles ; and as 
it was not yet proftjtuted by being too common; 
even the great deemed it an obje£t o f  ambition to 
attain a chara&er for literature. T h e four fuçcef- 
five iovereigns, Henry, Edward* Mary, and Eliza
beth, may on one account or other be admitted into 
the clafs o f authors. Queen Catherine Parr tranf- 
lated a book;: Lady Jane Gray, eonfidering her 
age* and her fex, and her Ration, may be regarded 
as a prodigy o f literature. Sir Thomas Smith was 
raifed from being profeflbr in Cambridge,, firft to be 
arnbaflador to France, then feçretary o f Rate, The 
difpatches o f thofe times, and among others thofe of 
Burleigh himfelfj are frequently interlarded with 
quotations from the Greek and Latin dailies. Even 
the ladies o f the court valued themfdves on know-

H I S T O R Y  OF E N G L A N D .

X e a rn in g .

* Hen. VIII. c. 34. * Kymer, tom. xv. p.731* 
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Ifdgc: Lady Bmleigh, lady Bacon, and their two Appendi* 
lifters, were miftreffes o f the ancient as well as mo- -•* 
dern languages; and placed more pride in their 
erudition than in their rank and quality.

Q u e e n  Elizabeth wrote and tranflated feveral 
books; and flie was familiarly acquainted with the 
Greek as well as Latin tongue \  It is pretended 
that ihe made an extemporary reply in Greek to the 
univerfity o f Cambridge, who had addreffed /her 
in that language.- It is certain, that ihe anfwered 
In Latin without premeditation, and in a very fpi- 
jited manner, to the Polifh ambaflador, who had 
been wanting in relpedl to her. When ihe had 
finifhed, ihe turned about to her courtiers, and faid, 
u  God’s death, my lords/1 (for ihe was much ad- 
;di£led to fwearing) "  I have been forced this day 
(( to fcour up my old Latin that hath long lain

rutting V ’ Elizabeth, even after (he was queen, 
did not entirely, drop the ambition o f appearing as 
■ an author; and, next to her delire o f ambition for 
beauty, this Yeems to have been the chief object o f 
her vanity. She tranflated Boethius o f the Confe
c tio n  of Philofophy j in order, „as ihe pretended, to 
allay her grief for Henry I V /s, change of religion.
A s far as we can judge from Elizabeth's compofi- 
.tions, we may pronounce that, notwithftanding her 
application and her excellent parts, her tafte in lite
rature was but indifferent : She was much inferior 
to her fucceffor in this particular, who was himfelf 
no perfect model of eloquence.

U nhappily for literature, at leaft for the learned 
o f this age, the queen’s vanity lay more in finning 
b y  her own learning, than in encouraging men of 
genius by herliberality, ^Spenfer himfelf, the fineft 
Engliih writer o f  his age, was long negledledj and 
after the death o f  fir Philip Sydney, his patron, was 
allowed to die almoft for want. This poet contains

? See note [Q gJ at the end of the volume..

A P P E N D I X  El.  m

* Speed.

great
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great beauties, a fweet and harmonious veriificationi 
eafy elocution, a fine imagination: Y e t  does the 
perufal o f his work become lb tedious, that one 
never finifhes it from the mile^pleafure which it 
affords: It foon becomes a kind o f talk-reading ; 
and it requires feme effort and refollition to carry 
us on to the end o f  his long performance. This 
effeft, b f  which every one is confcious, is ulually 
afcribed to the Ohangf o f manners : But mariners 
have m ore1 changed firice H om er’s age?; and yet 
that poet remains (till the favourite o f every reader 
o f  tafte and judgment. .Homer copied true natural 
manners, whi^h, however rough or uncultivated,
will always form an agreeable and iriterefting pidture: 
But the pencil o f the Englifh poet was employed ih 

" drawing the affedbations, and conceits, and fopperies 
o f  chivalry, which appeal ridiculous as ibori as they 
loie the recommendation o f  the mode. T he tedi-
oufnefs of continued allegory, and that too ieldom 
linking or ingenious, has affo contributed to render 
the Fairy ghteen peculiarly tirelome; not to men
tion the too great frequency b f  its "defcriptioris, and 
the languor o f its ftanza. Upon the whole, Spenfer 
maintains his place upon the fhelves among our 
Eriglilh claiiics: But he is feldom feen on the table; 
and there is fcarcely any one, i f  he dares to be in
genuous, but will confels, that, notwithftariding all 
the merit o f the poet, he affords an entertainment 
with Which the palate is foon fatiated, . Several wri
ters o f late have amuied themfelves in copying the 
*ftyle o f Spenfer; and no m itation has been fo in
different as not to bear a great refemblance to the 
original: H is manner is fo peculiar, that it is al- 
tnoft impoffible not to transfer fome o f it into the

I
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F I F T H V Ò L V  M E,

N O T E  [A], P. j 3.

T H E  parliament alfo granted the queen the duties of 
tonnage and poundage; but this concettion was at 

that time regarded only as a matter of form, and (he 
had levied thefe duties before they were voted by parlia
ment : But there was another exertion o f power which fhe 
pra&ifed, and which people, in the prefent age, from their 
ignorance of ancient practices, may be "apt to think a little 

^extraordinary. Her fitter, after the commencement o f the * 
war with France, had, from her own authority, impofed 
four marks on each ton o f wine imported, and had in- 
creafed the poundage a third Qp all commodities. Queen 
Elizabeth continued thefe impofitions as long as ihe 

ftiotfght convenient. T h e  parliament, who had fo good 
an opportunity of reftraining thefe arbitrary taxes, when 
they voted thè tonnage and poundage, thought not proper 
to  make any/.mention o f them* T h e y  knew that the fo- 
vereign, during that age, pretended to have the foie regu
lation o f foreign trade, and that their intermeddling with 
that prerogative would, have drawn on them the fevereit 
reproof, i f  not ehaftifement. See Forbes, voi. i. p. 132,
1 33. W e  know certainly, from the ftatutes and journals, 
that noTuch;impofitions were granted by parliament*

... % ..
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N O T E  [ B ] j  p .2 6 .

T T 'N O X * p. 127. W e  fhall fuggeft afterwards fom® 
reafons to fufpe£i, that perhaps no exp refs promife was 

ever given. Calumnies eafilyarife during times of faftion, 
efpecially thofe o f the religious kind, when men think 
every art lawful for promoting their purpofe, T h e  con
gregation in their m an ifeilcv  in which they enumerate all 
the articles o f the regent’s mal-adminiftration, do not re
proach her with this breach o f promife. It was probably 
nothing but a rumour fpread abroad to catch the populace* 
I f  the papifts have fometimes maintained, that no faith 
was to be kept with heretics, their adverfaries feem alfo 
to have thought, that no truth ought to be told o f ido
laters.

N O T E  [ C ] ,  p. 30.

C P O T S W O O D ,  p. 146* M elv il, p. 29. K n o x , p* 
^  225» 228* Lefly, lib. x. T h a t there was really no 
violation of the capitulation o f  Perth, appears from the 
manifefto of the congregation ifi K n o x , p. 184. in which 
it is not fo much as pretended. T h e  companies o f Scotch 
foldiers were probably in  Scotch pay, finee the congrega
tion complains, that the country was oppreiled with taxes 
to maintain armies* K n o x , p. 1 6̂4, 165. And even if 
they had been in French pay, it had been no breach of 
the capitulation, lince they were national troops, not 
French. K n ox does not fay, p. 139, that any o f the in
habitants of Perth were tried or punched for their paft of
fences; but only that they were oppreiled with the quar
tering of foldiers ; A n4 the congregation, in their mani
fefto, fay only that many of them had fled for fear. T h i#  
plain detection of the calumny* with regard" to the breach 

.o f the capitulation of Perth, may" make us ia fp t&  a  l ik e  
calumny with regard to the pretended promife not to give 
fentence again ft the minifters. T h e  affair la y  altogether 
between the regent and the laird o f D un ; and that gen
tleman, though a man o f fenfe and charader, m ight b® 
w illing to take fame general profeflions for protnifes. I f  
the queen, overawed by the power o f  the congregation,' 
gave fuch a promife in order to have liberty to proceed to

a fentence;



% fentence; how could fhe expert to have power to exe
cute a fentence fo infidioufly obtained ? A nd to what pur*- 
pofe could it ferve ?

NOTES TO THE FIFTH VOLUME.

N O T E  [D ], p . 3t.

i r N O X ,  p. 153, 154, 155. This author pretends that 
this article was agreed to verbally, but that the 

queen’s (cribes omitted it in the treaty which was fiirned. 
The ftory is very unlikely, or rather very abfurd$ and in 
the mead time it is allowed that the article is not in the 
treaty; nor do the congregation, in their fubfequent mani- 
fefto, infift upon it. Knox, p. 184, Befides, would the 
queen regent, in an article of a treaty, call her own 
religion idolatry ?

N O T  E [E j, P. 33.

*TT*H£ Scotch lords, in their declaration, fay, “  Hovr 
^  far w e have fought fupport of England, or of any 

“  other prince, and what juft caufe we had and have fo to 
M do, we (hall (hortlv make manifeft unto the world, to 
<c the praife o f G o d ’s holy name, and to the confufion of 
4t all thofe that ilander us for fo doing: For this we fear 
“  not to confefs that, as in this enterprife againft the de- 

vil, againft idolatry and the maintainers o f the fame, w e 
«  chiefly and only feek G od ’s glory to be notified unto 
«  men, fin to be punifhed, and virtue to be maintained ; 
«  fo where power faileth ©f ourfelves, we will feek it 
«  wheiefoever G od  fhall offer the fame.”  K nox, p. 176*

N O T E  [ F ] ,  p J o .

T H IS  ye ar the council o f  T ren t was difiolved, which.
had fitten from 1545. T h e  publication of its decrees 

excited anew the general ferment in Europe; while the 
Catholics endeavoured to enforce tthe acceptance of them, 
and the p r o t e c t s  reje&ed them. T h e  religious contro? 
verfies were too far advanced to expebf that any convi<ftion 
would refult from the decrees of this council* It,is the 
only general council which has been held in  ao. age truly

learned



learned and inquifitive; and as the hiftory o f  it has been 
written with great penetration and judgm ent, it has tended 
very much to  expbfe clerical ufurpations and intrigues, an̂ l 
may ferve us as a fpecimen o f more ancient councils. No 
pne expe&s to fee another general council, till the decay 
o f learning and the progrefs o f  ignorance, {hall again fit 
mankind for thefe great impoftures.

Nt)T£S TO THE FIFTH VOLUMES

N O T E  [ G ] ,  p. 90.

T T appears, however, from RandolPs Letters (fee 
K eith , pi 290 .), that fame ¿offers had been made to 

that minifter, o f feizing Lenox and D arnley, and;deliver
ing them into queen E lizabeth’ s hands. M elvil confirms 
the fame ftory, and fays, that the defign was acknowledged 
by the confpirators, p. 56. T h is  ferves to ju flify  the ac
count given by the queen’s party o f the Raid o f  Baith, as 
it is called. See farther, G oodall, vol. ii. p. 358. T he 
other confpiracy, o f which M urray complained, is much 
m ore uncertain, and is founded on very doubtful evi
dence.

N O T E  [ H ] , p. 96*

T> U C H A N A N  confefies that R izzio was ugly ; but it 
^  maybe inferred, frofh the narration of that author, 
that he was young, He fays, that on the return of the 
duke of Savoy to Turin, Rizzio was in adolefcentia vigor 
in the vigour of youth. N ow  that event happened only^ 
few years before, lib. xvii. cap. 44. That Bothwel was 
young appears, among many other invincible proofs, 
from Mary’s in fir unions to the biihop of Dumblain, her 
ambaflador at Paris; where fhe fays, that in 1559? onty 
eight years before* he was very ymltg. H e might there
fore have been about thirty when he married her. See 
Keith’s Hiftory, 388. ® From the appendix to the 
Epijiela Regum Scotorum$ it appears by authentic documents 
that Patrick earl of Bothwel, father to James, who 
efpoufed queen M ary, was alive till near the year 1560. 
Buchanan, by a mifiake, which has been long ago cor-? 
|e&ed, calls him James/



N O T E S  T O  T H E  F IF T H  V O L U M E . 

N O T E  [I], p, iio»

A  yTARY herfelf confeffed, in her inftruaions to the am- 
x  x  baffadors whom lhe Tent to France, that Bothwel 
perfuaded all the noblemen that their application in favouV 
of his marriage was agreeable to her* Keith, p. 389. An- 
derfon, vol. i. p. 94. Murray afterwards produced to 
queen Elizabeth’s commiffioners, a paper figned by Marv, 
by which fhe permitted them to make this application to 
her. This permiflion was a Sufficient declaration of her 
intentions, and was efteemed equivalent to a command. 
Anderfon, vol. iv. p. 59. They even aliened that the 
houfe in which they met was Surrounded with armed men* 
Goodall, vol. ii, p. 141.

N O T E  [K ], p. 141*

V f A R Y ’s complaints of the queen’s partiality in admit- 
ting Murray to a conference, was a mere pretext in 

order to break off the conference. She indeed employsthat 
reafon in her order for that purpofe (fee Goodall, vol, ii* 
p. 184.)» but in her private letter, her commifiioners are 
directed to make ufe of that order to prevent her honour 
from being attacked, Goodall, vol. ii. p, 183, It was 
therefore the accufation only She was afraid of. Murray 
was the leaff obnoxious of all her enemies : He was abroad 
when her fubje&s rebelled, and reduced her to captivity ; 
He had only accepted of the regency when voluntarily 

¿proffered him by the nation. His7 being admitted to queen 
Elizabeth’s prefence was therefore a very bad foundation 
for a quarrel, or for breaking off the conference; and 
was plainly a mere pretence.

? N O T E  [E ], p. 143. :

WE £haU not enter into a long difcuffiori concerning 
the authenti c i ty of thefe letters ; W e ih all on] y re

mark ire* general, that the chief objections againil: them 
are, that they are fuppoled to have palled through the .earl 
of Morton’s hands, thè leali: Scrupulous of all Mary’s 
enemies ; and that they are to the laft degree indecent, and 

V o l . V .  K  k  even



even fomewhat inelegant, fuch as it is not likely ihe would 
write. But to thefe prefumptions we may, oppofe the 
following confiderations. ( i .)  Though it be not difficult 
to counterfeit a fubfcription, it is very difficult, and almoft 
impoffible, to counterfeit feveral pages, fo as to refemble 
exaifly the hand-writing of any perfon. Thefe letters 
were examined and compared with Mary’s hand-writing 
4by the Englifh privy-council, and by a great many of the 
nobility, among whom were feveral partiiahs of that 

.princefs. They might have been examined by the biffiop 
of Rofs, Herreis, and others of Mary’s commiffioners. 
T h e regent mu(l have expected that they would be very 
.critically examined by them : And had they not been able 
to {land that tefl, he was only preparing a fcene of con- 
fuiion to himfelf. Bifhop Lefly exprefsly , declines the 
comparing of the bands, which he calls no legal proof, 
Goodall, vol. ii. p. 389. (2.) The letters are very long,
much longer than they needed to have been, in order to 
ferve the purpofes of Mary’s enemies; a circumilance 
which irtcreafed the difficulty, and expofed any forgery the 
¿more to the rifle o f a detection. (3.) They are not fa 
grofs and palpable as forgeries commonly are, for they iliH 
left a pretext for Mary’s friends to ailert, that their mean
ing was {trained to make them appear criminal; fee 
Goodall, vol. ii. p. 361. (4.) There is a long contrail
o f marriage, laid to be written by the earl of Huntley, 
and ftgned by the queen, before Bothwel’s acquittal. 
Would Morton, without any neceffity, have thus doubled 

1 the difficulties of the forgery and the danger of detedlion ? 
(5 .) T he letters are indifereet; but fuch was apparently 
M ary’s conduit at that tim e: They are inelegant ; but 
,they have a carelefs, natural air, like letters haftily written, 
between familiar friends, (6.) They contain fuch a variety 
of particular circumftances as nobody could have thought 
of inventing, efpecially as they mult neceflarily have afforded 
her many means of detection. (7.) W e have not the 
originals of the letters,which were in French : W e have 
only a Scotch and Latin tranflation from the original, and 
-a French : traililation profefiedly done from the Latin. 
N ow  it is remarkable that the Scotch tranflation is full of 
Gallicifms, and is clearly a tranflation from a French 
original : Such as make faulty faire des fantes \ make it 
feem that 1  believe  ̂ faire femblant de le croire; make breky 
Jm rt b m h f; this is my firfl jm rw y , c'eji ma premiere jour-
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nee ;  have you not dejire to laugh ,  n ’ avez, vous pas emite de  
r i r e ;  ibe place w ill  h a ld  unto the death, la  place tiendra 
ju fq u ’d ¡a tn o r t ; he may not come f i r t h  o f  the hottfe this long 
time, t l  ne pent pas. Jortir du logis de long teens j  to make me 
advertifom ent, f a ir s  m 'a w r iir ;  put order to it ,  mettre erdre 
cela ;  ¿lifcharge your heart, decharger votre cceu r ;  make g u d  
xvatch, fa ite s  bonne garde, & c. (8.) T h e ft is a converfa-
tion which fhe mentions between herfelf and the tin g  one 
evening: But Murray produced before the Engliih com- 
iniflioners the teftimony of one Crawford, a.'gentleman of 
the earl of Lenox, who fwore that the king, on her de
parture from him, gave him an account of the.fam scon- 
Verfation. (q .)  There fee ms very little reafon why Mur
ray and his affbciates fhould run the rifk of fuch a danger
ous forgery, which muft have rendered them infamous, if 
detected ; fince their caufe, from M ary’s known conduit, 
even without thefe letters, was fufficiently good and jufti- 
liable. (10*) Murray expofed thefe letters to the examin
ation of perfons qualified to judge of them ; the Scotch 
council, the Scotch parliament, queen Elizabeth and her 
council, who were poftefTedof a great number of M ary’s 
genuine letters, ( n . )  He gave Mary herfelf an oppor
tunity of refuting and expofing him, if (he had chofen to 
lay hold of it. (12 .)  T h e  letters tally fo well with all 
the other parts of her conduil during that tranfaiHon, that 
thefe proofs throw the ftrongeft light on each other. (13 .)  
T h e  duke of N orfolk, who had examined thefe papers, 
and who favoured fo much the queen of Scots that he in
tended to marry her, and in the end loft his life in her 
caufe, yet believed them authentic, and was fully convinced 
o f her guilt. T h is appears not only from his letters above 
mentioned to queen Elizabeth and her minifters, but by 
his fecret acknowledgment to Bannifter, his moft trufty 
confident. See State T rials, vol. i. p. 81. In the con
ferences between the duke, fecretary Lidington, and the 
biihop of Rofs, all o f them zealous partifans of that 
princefs, the fame thing is always taken for granted. Ibid. 
P‘ 74> 75* See farther M S . in the Advocates’ library, 
A . 3. 28. p- 314- from Cott. lib. Calig. c. 9, Indeed 
the duke’s full perfuafion of M ary’ s guilt, without the leaft 
doubt or hefitation, could not have had place, if he had 
found Lidington or the biihop o f Rofs o f a different 
opinion, or if they had ever told him that thefe letters were 
forced. It is to be remarked that Lidington, being one

K  k  2  oi
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N O TES T O  TH E  F IF T H  VO LU M E,

of-the accomplices, knew  the whole bottom of the coti*. 
ipiracy againft king Henry, and was befides a man o f fuch 
penetration that nothing could efcape him in fuch in- 
terefting events. (14*) f  need not repeat the preem ption 
drawn from M ary's refufah to anfwer. T h e  only excufe 
for her filence is, that fhe fufpe£ted Elizabeth to be a par
tial judge : It was not indeed the intereft o f that princefs 
to acquit and juftify her rival and competitor} and w e ac
cordingly find that Lidington, from the fecret information 
o f the duke of N orfolk, informed M ary, hy the biihop of 
R (ofs, that the queen o f England never meant to come to a 
decifiqn } but oniy to get into her hands the proofs o f M ary's 
guilt, in order to blaft her character: See State T ria ls , vo k i. 
p. 7 7 . Put this was a better reafon for declining the con
ference altogether, than for breaking it o ff on frivolous 
pretences, the very moment the chief accufation was unex- 
pe£tedly opened againft her. T h ough  ihe could not ex-, 
p ed  Elizabeth's final decifion in her favour, it was o f im
portance to give a fatisfa<Story anfwer, if ihe had any, to 
the accufation o f the Scotch com mi ffioners. T h a t  anfwer 
could have been difperfed for the fatisfadlion o f the public, 
o f foreign nations, and p f  pofterity. And furely, after the 
accufation and proofs were in queen Elizabeth's hands, it 
could do no harm to give in the anfwers. M ary’s in
formation, that the queen never intended to come to a de
er ifion, could be no obftacle to her juftification. (r-5.) 
T h e  very difappearance o f thefe letters is a prefumption o f  
their authenticity. T h a t event can be accounted for no: 
w ay but from the care o f king James's friends, who were* 
defirous to deftroy every proof o f his mother’s crimes., 
T h e  difappearance of M orton’s narrative, and o f C raw -, 
ford’s evidence, from the Cotton library, C a lig . c. i. muft 
have proceeded from a like caufe. See M S . in the A d 
vocates’ library, A . 3. 29. p. 88,

I find an obje&ion made to the authenticity o f  the. 
letters, drawn from the vote o f the Scotch privy-council,: 
which affirms the letters to be written and fubfcribed by, 
queen M ary’s own hand ; whereas the copies given in to 
the parliament a few days after, were only written, not 
fubfcribed : vSee G podall, vol. ii. p. 64. 67. B ut it is not 
confidered that this circumftance is o f no manner o f  fo rce : 
T h ere  were certainly letters, true, or falie, laid before the 
council; andftWhether the letters were true or falfe, thismidake proceeds from the inaccuracy or blunder ' of



of the clerk. Themiftake maybe accounted for: The 
letters were only written by her : The fecond contrail 
with Bothwel was only fubfcnbed. A proper accurate 
diftin&ion was not made ; and they are all faid to be 
written and fubfcribed. A  late writer, Mr. Goodall, has en
deavoured to prove that thefe letters claih with chronology, 
and that the queen was not in 'the places mentioned in the 
letters on the days there affigned : T o  confirm this, he 
produces charters and other deeds figned by the queen, 
where the date and place do not agree with the letters. But 
it is well known that the date of charters, and fuch like 
grants, is no proof of the real day on which they were 
figned by the fovereign. Papers of that kind commonly pafs 
through different offices : "The date is affixed by the firft 
office, and may precede very long the day of the fignature. 

T h e account given by Morton of the manner in which 
the papers came into his hands, is very natural. When he 
gave it to the Englifh commiffioners, he had reafon to 
think it would be canvafied with all the feverityof ablead- 
verfaries, interefted in the higheft degree to refute it. It is 
probable that he could have confirmed it by many dreum- 
ftances and teftimonies, fince they declined the conteft. 

T he fonnets are inelegant; infomuch that both Bran- 
tome and Ronfard, who knew queen Mary’s ftyle, were 
affured, when they faw them, that they could not be of her 
composition. Jebb, vol. ii. p. 478. But no perfon is equal 
in his produ&ions, efpecially one whofe ftyle is fo little 
formed as Mary’s muft be fuppofed to be. Not to mention 
that fuch dangerous and criminal enterprifes leave little 
tranquillity of mind for elegant poetical compofitions.

In a word, queen M ary might eafily have conducted the 
whole confpiracy againft her hufband, without opening her 
mind to any one perfon except Bothwel, and without writing 
a ferap o f paper about it; but it was very difficult to have 
conduced it fo that her conduit fhould not betray her to 
men o f difeernment. In the prefent cafe her conduit was 
fo grofs as to betray her to every body; and fortune threw 
into her enemies hands papers by which they could convict 
her. T h e  fame infatuation and imprudence, which hap
pily is the ufual attendant o f great crimes, will account for 
both. It is proper to obferve, that there is not one d r -  
cumftance of the foregoing narrative, contained in the bif- 
tory, that is taken from K n ox, Buchanan, or even Thua* 
nus, or indeed from any fufpe&ed authority.
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N O T E S  T O  T H E  F I F T H  V O L U M E *  

N O T E  [ M ] ,  p. 145.

T T N L E S S  we take this angry accufation, advanced by 
^  queen M ary, to be an argument o f M urray's guilt, 
there remains not the leaft prefumption which fhould lead 
us to fufpedl: him to have been any wife an accomplice in 
the king's murder. T h a t queen never pretended to give 
any proof of the charge ; and her commiffioners affirmed at 
the time, that they themfelves knew o f none, though they 
were ready to maintain its truth by their miflrefs’s orders, 
and would produce fuch proof as íbe fhould fend them. It 
is remarkable that, at that tim e, it was impoffible for either 

, her* or them to produce any p roof; becaufe the conferences 
before the Englífh cómmiffioners were previouily broken 
off.

It is true the biíhop of R ofs, in an angry pamphlet, 
written by him under a borrowed name (where it is eafy to 
fay any thing), affirms, that lord Herreis, a few days after 
the king's death, charged M urray with the guilt, openly to 
his face at his own table. T h is  latter nobleman, as Lefly 
relates the matter, affirmed, that M urray riding in Fite 
with one of his fervants, the evening before the com million 
o f that crime, faid to him am ong other talk, This night ere 
morning the lord Darnley jhall lofe his life . See Anderfon, 
vol. i. p. 75. But this is only a hearfay of L e fiy ’s, concern
in g  a hearfay o f Herreis’s, and contains a very improbable 
fact. W ould M urray, without any ufe or neceffity, com
municate to a fervant, fuch a dangerous and important fe- 
cret, merely by way of converfation ? W e  may alfo obferve, 
that lord Herreis himfelf was one o f queen M ary's commit- 
fioners who accufed M urray. Had he ever heard this (lory, 
or given credit to it, was not that the time to have pro
duced it ? and not have affirmed, as he did, that he for his 
part knew nothing o f ^Murray's guilt. See Goodall, 
vol. ü. p. 307.

T h e  earls o f Huntley and A rgyle accufe M urray o f this 
c r im e ; but the reafon which they affign is ridiculous. He 
had given his confent to M ary's divorce from the king ; 
therefore he was the king’s murderer. See Anderfon, vol, 
iv . part 2- p. 192 . It is a fure argument that thefe earls 
knew  no better proof againil M urray, otherwife they would 
have produced it, and not have infilled on fo abfurd a pre
fumption, W as not this alfo the time for Huntley to deny



his writing M ary’s contra^ with Bothwel, if  that paper 
had been a forgery ?

M urray could have no motive to commit that crime.. 
T h e  king, indeed, bore him fome ill-w ill; but the king 
himfelf was become fo defpicable, both from his own ill 
conduit and the queen’s averfion to him, that he could 
neither do good nor harm to any body. T o  judge by the 
event in any cafe is always ablurd, efpecially in the prefent. 
T h e  king’s murder, indeed, procured Murray the regency: 
B ut much more M ary’s ill conduct and imprudence, which 
he could not poflibly forefee, and which never would have 
happened had fhe been entirely innocent.

N O T E  [ N ] ,  p. 145.

T B e l i e v e  there is no reader o f common fenfe who does 
*  not fee from the narrative in the text, that the author 
means to fay, that queen M ary refufes conftantly to anfwer 
before the Englifh commiffioners, but offers only to anfwer 
in perfon before queen Elizabeth in perfon, contrary to her 
practice during the whole courfe of the conference, till the 
moment the evidence of her being an accomplice in her 
hufband’s murder is unexpectedly produced. It is true, the 
author having repeated four or five times an account o f 
this demand o f being admitted to Elizabeth’s prefence, 
and having expreiled his opinion that, as it had been re— 
fufed from the beginning, even before the commencement 
of the conferences, (he did not expe£t it would now be com
plied with j thought it impoflible his meaning could be 
mifunderftood (as indeed it was impoflible), and not being 
w illing to tire his reader with continual repetitions, he 
mentions in a paiTage or two, fimply, that file had refufed 
to make any anfwer. I believe alfo, there is no reader o f 
common fenfe who perufes Anderfon or Goodali’ s collec
tions, and does not fee that, agreeably to this narrative,!, 
queen M ary infifls unalterably and ftrenuoufly on not con
tinuing to anfwer before the Engliih commiffioners, but 
infifls to be heard in perfon, by queen Elizabeth in perfon; 
though once or twice by way o f bravado fhe fays fimply, 
that ihe will anfwer and refute her enemies, without in
ferring this condition, which frill is underftood. But there 
is a perfon that, has writ an Enquiry hijlorical and critical into 
the Evidence again!}.Mary queen of Scots3 and has attempted, ' , K k 4 to
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to refute the foregoing narrative. H e quotes a {ingle paf- 
fage o f the narrative, in which M a n u s  faid fimply to re fu fe  

anfw.ering ; and then a Tingle pafiage from Goodall, in 
which ihe boafts fimply that ihe will anfwer ; and he very 
civilly, and almoft diredly, calls the author a liar, on ac
count of this pretended contradiction. T h a t whole En
quiry, from beginning to end, is compofed o f fuch fcan- 
dalous artifices; and from* this inftance the reader may 
judge o f .the candour, fair dealing, veracity, and good man
ners of the Enquirer. T h ere  are, indeed, three events in 
our hiffory, which may be regarded as touchftones o f party- 
men. A n Engliih W h ig , who afferts the reality o f the 
popiih plot, an Iriih Catholic, who denies the maffacre in 
16 4 1, and a Scotch Jacobite, who maintains the innocence 
o f  queen M ary, muff be confidered as men beyond the 
reach o f argument or reafon, an d . m ull be left to their 
prejudices.

NOTES TO THE FIFTH VOLUME.

N O T E  [ O J , p. 167.

T ) Y  M urden’s ftate papers, publifhed after the writing of 
this hiftory, it appears, that an agreement had been 

made between Elizabeth and the regent for the delivering 
up of M ary to him. T h e  queen afterwards fent down 
Kiiligrevv to the earl o f M arre when regent, offering to 
put M ary into his hands. K illigrew  was in tru d e d  to take 
good fecurity from the regent, that that queen ihould be 
tried for her crimes, and that the lenience ihould be exe
cuted upon her. It appears that M arre rejeded the offer, 
becaufe we hear no more of it.

N O T E  [ P ] ,  p. 169.

O l R  James M elvil, p. 108, 109, afcribes to Elizabeth a 
poiitive defign o f animating the Scotch fa&ions.againft 

each other ; but his evidence is too inconfiderable to coun
terbalance many other authorities, and is, indeed, contrary 
to her fubfequdnt condud, as well as her intereff, and the 
neceffity of her iituation. I t  was plainly her intereff that 
the kin g’s party ihould prevail, and nothing could have 
engaged her to Hop their progrefs, or even forbear openly 
a^ifting them, but her intention o f {till aniufing the queen



o f Scots, by the hopes of being peaceably reftored to. her 
throne. See farther, Strype, vol. ii. Append, p. 20.

NOTES TO THE FIFTH VOLUME.

N O T E  [Qj, p* 243.

* T * H A T  the queen’s negotiations for marrying the duke 
A  o f Anjou were not feigned nor political, appears clearly 

from many circumftances $ particularly from a paiTage in 
D r. Forbes’ s manufcript colle&ions, at prefent in the pof- 
feflion of lord Royfton. She there enjoins W alfingham, 
before he opens the treaty, to examine the perfon of the 
duke ; and as that prince had lately recovered from the. 
fmall-pox, fhe defires her ambaffador to confider, whether 
he yet retained fo much of his good looks, as that a woman 
could fix her affe&ions on him. Had ihe not been in 
earneft, and had fhe only meant to amufe the public, or 
the court o f France, this circumftance was of no moment.

N O T E  [ R ] ,  p .2 6 5 .

T V E W E S ,  p. 328. T h e  puritanical fe& had indeed 
gone fo far, that a book of difcipline was fecretly 

fubfcribed by above five hundred clergymen ; and the pref- 
byterian government thereby eftabliftied in the midfl of the 
church, notwithftanding the rigour o f the prelates and o f 
the high commiifion. So impofltble is it by penal ilatutes, 
however fevere, to fupprefs all religious innovation, See 
N e a l’ s Hift. of the Puritans, vol, i. p, 483. Strype’s L ife 
o f  W h itgift, p. 291.

N O T E  [S ] , p. 267.

T H IS year the earl o f Northumberland, brother to the 
earl beheaded fome years before, had been engaged in 

a confpiracy with lord Paget for the deliverance of the 
queen o f Scots. He was thrown into the T o w e r; and 
being confcious that his guilt could be proved upon him, 
at leaft that fentence would infallibly be pronounced againifc 
him , he freed himfelf from farther profecution by a volun
tary death, He fhot himfelf in the breaft with a piftoL
About the fame time the earl of Arundel, fon o f the un

fortunate



fortunate duke o f N orfolk, having entered into fome 
ceptionable meafures, and refle£ting on the unhappy fate 
which had attended his family, endeavoured to depart fe- 
cretly beyond fea, but was difcovered and thrown into the 
T o w e r. In 1587 this nobleman was brought to,his trial 
for high treafon ; chiefly becaufe he had dropped fome ex- 
preffions o f affe£tibn to the Spaniards, and had affirmed 
that he would have mafles faid for the fuccefs o f the A r
mada. His peers found him guilty o f treafon: T h is  
fevere fentence was not executed j but Arundel never re
covered His liberty. H e died a prifoner in 1595. He 
carried his religious aufterities fo far, that they were be-: 
lieved the immediate caufe o f his death*
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N O T E  [ T ] ,  p .2 8 2 .

T t r A R Y ’s extreme animofity againft Elizabeth may 
eafily be conceived, and it broke out about this time / 

in an incident which may appear curious* W h ile  thd 
former queen was kept in cuftody by the earl of Shrewfi; 
bury, ihe lived during a long time in great intim acy wiml 
the countefs $ but that lady entertaining a jealoufy o f an\^ 
amour between her and the earl, their friendfhip was con
verted into enm ity; and M ary took a method of revenge, 
which at once gratified her fpite a gain ft the countefs and 
that againft Elizabeth. She wrote to the queen, inform
ing her of all the malicious fcandalous ftories which, ihe 
faid, the countefs o f  Shrewsbury had reported o f h e r: 
T h a t Elizabeth had given a promife o f marriage to 
af certain perfon, whom ihe afterwards often admitted, 
to her bed : T h a t ihe had been equally indulgent to Si- 
mier, the French agent, and to the duke of A njou : T h at 
Hatton was alfo one o f her paramours, who was even dif- 
gufted with herexceffive love and fondnefs: T h at though 
ihe was, on other occafions, avaricious to the laft degree, 
as well as ungrateful, and kind to very few, ihe fpared no 
expence in gratifying her amorous paffions: T h a t not- 
withftanding her licentious amours, fhe was not made like 
other w om en; and all thofe who courted her marriage 
would in the end be difappointed : T h a t ihe was fo con
ceited of her beauty, as to fwallow the moft extravagant 
flattery from her courtiers, who could not, on thefe occa- 
iions, forbear even fneering at her for her folly : T h a t it

was



was ufual for them to tell her, that the luftre o f her beauty 
dazzled them like that of the fun, and they could not be
hold it with a fixed e y e : She added that the countefs had 
fa id, that M ary's beft policy would be to engage her fon 
to make love to the queen ; nor was there any danger that 
fuch a propofal would betaken for m ockery; fo ridiculous 
was the opinion which ihe had entertained of her own 
charms. She pretended that the countefs had reprefented 
her as no lefs odious in her temper than profligate in 
her manners, and abfurd in her vanity ; T h at ihe had 
fo beaten a young woman o f the name of Scudamore 
as to break that lady's finger^ .and in order to cover 
over the matter, it was pretended that the accident had 
proceeded from the fall of a candleftick : T hat file had 
cut another acrofs the hand with a knife, who had been fo 
unfortunate as to offend her. M ary added, that the 
countefs had informed her, that Elizabeth had fuborned 
Rolftone to pretend friendihip to her, in order to debauch 
her, and thereby throw infamy on her rival. See M ur- 
den’s State Papers, p. 558. T h is  imprudent and malicious 
letter was written a very little before the detection o f 
M ary ’s confpiracv; and contributed, no doubt, to render 
the proceedings againd her the more rigorous. How far 
all thefe imputations againft Elizabeth can be credited, 
m ay perhaps appear doubtful : But her extreme fondnefs 
for Leicefter, Hatton, and -Eilex, not to mention M ount- 
jo y  and others, with the curious paflages between her and 
admiral Seymour, contained in Haynes, render her chafiity 
very much to be fufpeefed. Her felf-conceit with regard 
to  beauty, we know from other undoubted authority to 
have been extravagant. Even when ihe. was a very old 
woman, ihe allowed her courtiers to flatter her with regard 
to her excellent beauties. Birch, voL ii. p. 442, 443. Her 
paflionate temper may alfo be proved from many lively in
stances and it was not unufual with her to beat her maids 
o f  honour. See the Sydney Papers, vol. ii. p. 38. T h e  
blow ihe gave to Eflex before the privy-council is another 
infiance. There remains in the Mulaeum a letter of the 
earl o f Huntingdon’s, in which he complains grievouily 
o f the queen’s pinching his wife very forely, on account 
o f  fome quarrel between them* Had this princefs been 
born in a private ftation, file would not have been very 
amiable ; But her abfolute authority, at the fame time that
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it  gave an uncontrolfing fw ing to her violent pafiions, etf- 
¿bled her to compenfate her infirmities by many -great and 
fignal virtues.

NOTES TO THE FIFTH VOLUME,

N O T E  [ U ] ,  p. 295.

y ^ A M D E N , p. 525* T h is  evidence was that o f  Curie, 
^  her fecretary, whom ihe allowed to be a very honed 
man 5 and w ho, as well as N au , had given proofs of his 
integrity, by keeping fo long fuch important fecrets, from 
whofe difcovery he could have reaped the gFeateft profits 
M ary* after all, thought that {he had fo little reafon to 
complain of C urie’ s evidence, that Ihe took care to have 
him paid a confiderable fum by her w ill, which ihe wrote 
the day before her death. G oodall, vol. i. p, 4.13, N ei
ther did ihe forget N a u , though lefs fatisfied in other re- 
fpefts w ith his conduit. Id. ibid.

N O T E  [ X ] ,  p. 295.

* "p H E  detail o f this confpiracy is to be found in a letter 
-*■  o f the queen o f Scots to Charles Paget, her great 

confident. T h is  letter is dated the 20th o f M ay 1586, 
and is contained in D r . Forbes's manufcript colleftions* 
at prefent in the pofleflion' o f  lord Royfton. I t  is a copy 
attefted by Curie, M ary's fecretary, and indorfed by lord 
Burleigh. W h at proves its authenticity beyond queftion 
is, that w e find in M urden's C olleftion , p. 5 16 , that M ary 
aftually wrote that very day a letter to Charles P a g e t : 
A n d  farther, ihe mentions in the manufcript letter, a letter 
o f  Charles Paget's o f the 10th o f A p ril: N o w  w e find by 
M urden, p. 506, that Charles Paget did actually w rite her 
a letter o f that date.

T h is  violence o f fpirit is very confident with M ary 's 
char after. Her maternal afFeftion was too weak to op- 
pofe the gratification o f her paflions, particularly her pride, 
her ambition, and her bigotry. H er fon, having made 
fome fruitlefs attempt to aflociate her with him in the 
title, and having found the fcheme impracticable* on- ac

count



count o f the prejudices of his proteilant fabje&s, at laft 
defifted from that defign, and entered into an alliance with 
England, without comprehending his mother. She was 
in fuch a rage at this undutiful behaviour, as {lie imagined 
it, that fhe wrote to queen Elizabeth, that fhe no longer 
cared what became of him or herfelf in the world * the 
greateft fatisfaclion fhe could have before her death was,, 
to fee him and all his adherents become a fignal example 
o f  tyranny, ingratitude and impiety, and undergo the ven-i 
geance of G od for their wicked nefs. She would find in 
Chriftendom other heirs, and doubted not to put her in
heritance in fuch hands as would retain the firnieft hold of 
it. She cared not, after taking this revenge, what became 
o f her body : T h e  quickeft death would then be the mofb 
agreeable to her. And fhe allured her that, if  he perfe- 
vered, fhe would difown him for her fon, and would give 
him her malediction, would difinherit him, as well of his. 
prefent pofielHons as of all he could expedt by her j aban
doning him not only to her fubjedts to treat him as they 
had done her, but to all Grangers to fubdue and conquer 
him. It was in vain to employ menaces againit h er: T h e  
fear o f death or other misfortune would never induce her 
to make one itep, or pronounce one fyllable beyond what 
(he had determined: She would rather perifh with honour,' 
In maintaining the dignity to which God had raifed her, 
than degrade herfelf by the leaft pufillanimity, or adt what 
was unworthy o f her ftation and o f her race. Murden, 
p. 566, 567.

James faid to Courcelles, the French ambaflador, that 
he had feen a letter under her own hand, in which fhe 
threatened to difinherit him, and faid that he might betake 
him to the lordihip o f D arnley; for that was all he bad by? 
his father. Courcelles’ Letter, a M S. o f Dr* Campbell's. 
T h ere  is in Jebb, vol. ii. p. 573, a letter o f her’s where 
flie throws out the fame menace again# him.

W e  find this fcheme o f feizing the king o f Scot«, and 
delivering him into the hands of the pope or the king o f; 
Spain, propofed by Morgan to M ary. See Murden, p. 525« - 
A  mother mutt be very violent to whom one would dare> 
to make fuch a propofal: But it feems fhe afiented to it.- 
W a s  not fuch a woman very capable of murdering her- 
bufbandj who had fo grievoufly offended her l
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NOTES TO THE FIFTH VOLUME.

N O T E  [ Y ] ,  p. 297.

H E volume , o f State Papers colfe&ed by Murden 
A prove beyond eontroverfy, that M ary was long in 

clofe correfpondence.. with Babington, p. 513. 5 16 . 532, 
533. She entertained a like correspondence with Ballard* 
M organ, and Charles Paget, and laid a fcheme with them 
for an infurre&ion, and for the invafion o f England by 
Spain, p. 528. 5 3 1. T h e  fame papers fhow , that there 
bad been a difcontinuance o f Babington’s correfpondence,. 
agreeably to Camden’ s narration. See State Papers, p. 513, 
where M organ recommends it to queen M ary to renew 

■ her correfpondence with Babington. T hefe circumflances 
prove, that no weight can be laid on M ary’s denial o f guilt, 
and that her correfpondence with Babington contained 
particulars which could not be avowed, —

N O T E  [ Z ] ,  p. 297.

^ npH ER E are three fuppofitions by which the letter to 
Babington may be accounted fqr, without allowing 

M a ry ’s concurrence in the confpiracy for affaffinating 
Elizabeth. - T h e  firft is, that which ihe feems herfelf to* 
have embraced, that her fecretaries had received Babing-t 
ton’s letter, and had, without any treacherous intention, 
ventured o f themfelves to anfwer it, and had never com
municated the matter to h e r : But it is utterly improbable, 
i f  not imponible, that a princefs o f fo much fenfe and 
fpirit fhould, in an affair o f that importance, be fo treated 
by her fervants who lived in the houfe with her, and who 
fead every moment an opportunity o f com m unicating the 
fecret to her. I f  the confpiracy failed, they muff expeCt 
to fuffer the fevereil puniihment from the court o f E n g - ; 
land ; if it fucceeded, the lighteft puniihment which they 
could hope for from their own miftrefs, muff be difgrace 
on account o f  their témerity. N o t to mention, that 
M ary ’s concurrence was in fome degree requifite for ef
fecting the defign of her efcape: It was propofed to at
tack her guards while Ihe was employed in hunting : She
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ltnuft therefore concert the time and place with the con- 
fpirators. T h e  fecond fuppofition is, that thefetwo fecre- 
taries were previoufly traitors; and being gained by 
W alfingham , had made fuch a reply in their miftrefsts 
cypher as might involve her in the guilt o f the confpiracy. 
B ut thefe two men had lived long with the queen of Scots, 
had been entirely trufted by her, and had never fallen un-? 
der fufpicion either with her or her partifans. Camden 
informs us, that Curie afterwards claimed a reward from 
W alfingham  on pretence of fome promife; but W alfing
ham told him that he owed him no reward, and that he 
'had made no difcoveries on his examination, which were 
not known with certainty from other quarters. T h e  third 
fuppofition is, that neither the queen nor the two fecre- 
taries, N au and Curie, ever faw Babington’s letter, or 
made any anfw er; but that Walfingham, having deci
phered the Former, forged;a reply. But this fuppofition 
implies the falfehood of the whole ftory, told by Camden,

;o f G ifford’s accefs to the queen of Scots* family, and 
Paulefs refufafi to concur in allowing his fervants to be 

.bribed. N ot to mention, that as Nau’s and Curie’s evi
dence muff, on this fuppofition, have been extorted by 
violence and terror, they would neceffarilv have been en
gaged, for their own juftifieation, to have told the truth 
afterwards ; efpecially upon the acceffion of James. . But 
Camden informs us* that Nau, even after that event, per- 
fifted ftill in his teftimony,

„ W e  muff alfo: confider, that the two laii fuppofitions 
im ply fuch a monftrous criminal conduit in W alfingham, 
and confequently in Elizabeth (for the matter could be no 
fecret to her), as exceeds all credibility. I f  we confider 
the fituation of things, and the prejudices of the times, 
M ary ’s confent to Babington’s confpiracy appears much 
more natural and probable. She believed Elizabeth to be 
an ufuiper and a heretic : She regarded her as a perfonal 
and a violent en em y: She knew that fchemes for affafii- 
nating heretics were very familiar in that age, and generally 
approved of by the court of Rome and the zealous catholics; 
H er own liberty and fovereignty were connected with the 
fuccefs o f this enterprife : And it cannot appear ftrange, 
that where men, o f fo much merit as Babington, could be 

: engaged by bigotry alone, in fo criminal an enterprife,
Mary, who was actuated by the fame motive, joined to fo

- - ■ many
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m any others, ihould have given her confent to a fchemê 
- proje&ed by her friends, W e  may toe previoufly certain, 

that i f  fuch a fcheme was ever communicated to her, whhb 
any probability o f fuccefs, ihe would alient to it : “And it 
ferved the purpofe o f W alfingham  and the E nglilh  mi- 
jiiftry  to facilitate the communication o f  thefe fchemes, as 
•foon as they had gotten an expedient for intercepting her 
anfwer, and dete£ting the confpi racy, N o w  W alfingham ’s 
knowledge o f the matter is a fuppofition neceflary to ac

co u n t for thé letter delivered to Babington.
A s to the not punifhing o f Nau/and Curie by Elizabeth, 

it  never is the pra&ice to punifh leder criminals, who had 
¿given evidence againft the principal.

But.w hat ought to induce us to rejeft thefe three fup- 
jpodtions is, that they m ud all o f them be eonfidered as 

bare polii bili ties : -The partifans o f M ary can give no rea-, 
ifon for preferring one to thé other : N o t the flighted: evi
dence ever appeared-to fupport any one o f them : Neither 
Jat that time, nor at any time afterwards, was any reafoa 
xdifcovered, by the ^numerous zealots at home and abroad, 
■ who had embraced M a ry ’s defence, to lead us to the be

l ie f  / f any o f  thefe three iuppofitions ; and even her apolo- 
g ii ls a t  prefentfeem not to have fixed o n  any choice among 

¿thefe fuppofed poffibilities. T h e  pofitive proof o f two 
^very, credible witneiles, fupported b y  the other very drong 
Knrcqmdances, d ill remains unimpeached, Babington, 
who had an extreme intereft to have communication with 

sthe queen o f  Scots, believed he had found a means o f  cor- 
,refpondence with her, and had received an anfwer from 
her : H e, as well as the other confpi fa tors, died in that be
l i e f  : T h ere has not occurred, finca that tim e, the lead 
^argument to prove that they were midaken : C an  there be 
¿any reafon at prefent to doubt the truth o f their opinion ? 
¿Camden, though a profed apologid for M ary, is con Arai ri
led tolteli the dory in fuch a manner as evidently fuppofes 
h er guilt. Such was the impoffibifity o f  finding anÿ other 
.confident account, even by a man o f parts who was a con
tem porary !
£ In this light might the quedion have appeared even 
/during M ary’s trial. But w hat now7 puts -her guilt be

yond al Icon  trover fy is the following paflage o f her letter 
/to Thom as M organ, dated the 27th o f July 1586. “ A s  
;4C to Babington, he hath both kindly and honeftiy. offered

44 himfelf '
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** himfelf and all hîsLtnëad* to be employed any way jp 
“  would : W hereupon$® |çe to have fatisfiéd him by twcf 

of, m y feveral ' had his ; and the ratherÿ
“  for that I opened hirh th ew ay , whereby I received his 
“  with your aforefaid.T. M fird é n , p. 533. Babingtoiv 
con felled, that he had offered hèti to aiTaiTmate thé queen : 
I t  appears by this that fhe had accepted the offer: So that 
all the fuppofitions o f W alfingham V forgery, or the te* 
merity o f treachery of her fecretaries# fall to the ground. >

NOTES % |M E I F T H  VOLUME. "

NOTE [AA], ■

' T ' H I S  parliament granted the queen a fupply oFaiubv.T 
**• fldy and two fifteenths; T h e y  adjourned, and met: 

again after the execution o f the queen of Scots \ when 
there paffed fome remarkable incidents,; which it may be- 
proper not to. omit. W e  ihall give thdm in the words o f - 
fir Simon D ’Evres, p. 410, 4 1 1 , which are almoft wholly" 
tranferibed from Tow nfh end’s Journal. O n Monday the" 
27th of February, M r. Cope, firft uiing feme fpeeches* 
touching the neceffity o f a Jearned miitift-r-y* and the I: 
amendment o f things amifs in the ecclefiaftical eftate, of
fered to the houfe a bill and a book written4  the h ill con-
taining a petition that it might be enaiied, that all laws 
now in force touching ecclefiaftical government ihouid be 
V oid : And that it might be enabled, that that book o f 
com m on prayer now offered, and none other, might be 
received into the church to be ufed*. T h e  book contained/:

_ the form, o f prayer and ad mi ni ft ration o f  the iacraments, 
with divers rites and ceremonies Jtp be ufecl in the church ; 
and he defired that the book might be read. Whereupon 
M r. Speaker in effe£i ufed this fpeech : For that her ma- 
je fty  before this time had commanded the houfe not to 
meddle with this matter, and that her majefty had promifed 
to take order in  thofe caufes, he doubted not but to the 

; good fatisfa&ion o f  all bet people, he defired that ¡t would 
* pleafe them to fpare the reading of it. Notwithftanding 

the houfe defired the reading o f it. Whereupon M r. 
^Speaker/defired the clerk to read. And the court being 
ready, to read it,_ Mr.. JDaiton made a motion againft the 
reading o f i t ; uiying, that it was not meet to be read,
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and it  did appoint a new forni o f adibihiftration o f thè' 
facrameiits and cérémonies o f the 'church, to thé discredit i 
o f  the book o f  common prayer* and o f  the w hole fiate * 
and thought that this dealing would bring her m ajefty’s in
di gnat ionagainft the houfe, thus to enterprife this dealing 
w ith thofe things which her majefiy efpeeially had taken' 
into her own charge and direction. W hereupon Mr., 
Lew kenor ipake, fhew ing the ncceifity o f preaching and 

, o f a learned m iniftry, and thought it very fit that the pe~
, tition and book fhould be read. T o  this purpofe fpake 

M r. Hurlefton and M r. Bainbrigg ; and fo, the time being ’
- paiTed, the houfe broke up* and neither the petition nor 

book read. T h is  done, her majefly fent to M r. Speaker,
- as well for this petition and book, as for that other petition 

and book for the like effect, that w as delivered the Taft“ 
feflion o f  parliament* which M r. Speaker fent to her ma- 
je fiy . O n  T uefday the 28th o f February* her majefty 
fent for M r. Speaker, by occafion w hereof the houfe did" 
not fit. O n  W ednefday the firft day o f M arch, M r/

; W entw orth delivered to M r. Speaker certain articles, 
which contained queiHons touching thé liberties o f thé 
houfe, and to fome o f  which he w as to anfwer, and de* 
fired they m ight be read. M r. Speaker defired him to 
fpare his motion, until her tnajéfty's pleafure was further 
know n touching the petition and book lately delivered into 
the houfe; but M r. W en tw orth  would not be fo fatisfied,- 
but required his articles m ight be read. M r. W entw orth 
introduced his queries by lamenting* that he as well as* 
many others were deterred from fpeaking, by their want - 

- o f  knowledge and experience in the liberties o f the houfe ; 
and the queries were as follow : W h eth er this council 
were not a place for any member o f  the fame here aflem- 
bled, freely and without controulment. o f any pérfon or 

* danger o f law s, by bill or fpeech to utter any o f the griefs 
o f  this commonwealth whatibever, touching the fervice o f 
G o d , the fafety o f the prince and this noble realm ? W h e
ther that great honour may be done unto G o d , and benefit 

' and fervice unto the prirce and fiate, without free fpeech \ 
in this council that may be done with it ? W hether there 
be any council which can make, add, or diminifh fron rth e 
law s o f the realm, but only this council o f parliament ?■  
W hether it be not againft the orders of this council to make --- 
any fecret or matter o f weight, which is here in hand, known **

I  ̂ ' to '
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fc6 the prifice, or any other, concerning the high fervice o f 
God* prince or ftate, without the confent of the houfe ? 
W hether the ipeaker or any other may interrupt any mem
ber o f this council in his fpeech ufed in this houfe tending 
to any o f the forenamed fervices? W hether the fpeaker 
m ay rife when he w ill, any matter being propounded, with
out confent of the houfe or not ? W hether the fpeaker may 
over-rule the houfe in any matter or caufe there in queftion, 
or whether he is to be ruled or over-ruled in any matter 
or not ? W hether the prince and ftate can continue, and 
ftand, and be maintained, without this council o f parlia
m ent, not altering the government o f the ftate ? A t the 
end o f thefe queftions» fays fir Simon D ’Ew es, I found 
fet down this fto rt note pr memorial enfuing; by which 
i t  m aybe perceived, both what ferjeant Puckering, the 
fpeaker, did with the faid queftions after he had received 
them , and what became alfo of this bufinefs, viz. -w Thefe 
** queftions M r, Puckering pocketed up and (hewed fir- 
,s Thom as Henage, who fo handled the matter that M r. 
“  W entw orth went to the T o w e r, and the queftions not 

at all moved. M r. Buckler o f EflTex herein brake his 
4< faith in forfaking the matter, & c. and no more was 

done,”  After fetting down, continues fir Simon 
D ’E w es, the faid bufinefs o f M r. W entworth in the ori
ginal journal book, there follows only this ihort conclu
sion o f the day itfelf, v iz. u  T h is  day, M r. Speaker being 
4t fent for to the queen’s majefty, the houfe departed/’ 
O n  Thurfday the fecond of M arch, M r. Cope, M r. 
Lew kenor, M r. Hurlfton, and M r. Bainbrigg, were fent 
for to my lord chancellor, and by divers of the privy- 
council, and from thence were fent to the T ow er. O n 
Saturday, the fourth day of M arch, fir John High am 
made a motion to this houfe, for that divers good and ne- 
ceflary members thereof were taken from them, that it 
would pleafe them to be humble petitioners to her majefty 
for the reftitution o f them again to this houfe. T o  which* 
fpeeches M r. Vice-chamberlain anfwered, that if the gen
tlemen were committed for matter within the compkfs o f 
the privilege o f the houfe, then there might be a petition ; 
but if not, then we fhould give occafion to. her majefty’s. 
farther difpleafure: And therefore advifed to ftay until tney 
heard m ore, which could not be lo n g : And farther he 

1 faid, touching the book and the petition, her.majefty had,L 1 2 to
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for divers good caufes beft known to herfelf, thought fit to 
fupjprefs the fame, without any farther examination-there* 
o f ; r and yet thought it very unfit for her m ajefly to give 
any account o f  her doings.-^-But, whatfoever. Mr* V ice- 
chamberlain pretended, it is moft probable thefe members 
were committed for intermeddling w ith matters touching 
the church, which her majefty had often inhibited, and 
which had caufed fo much difputation and fo many meet* 
ings between the tw o houfes the lafl parliament.

T h is  is all we find o f the matter in fir Simon D ’ Ewes 
and T o w n fe n d ; and it: appears that thofe members who 
had been committed, were detained m cuftody till the queea 
thought proper to releafe them. T h efe  queflions o f  M r, 
W entw orth are curious ; becaufe.they contain fotne faint 
dawn o f the prefent E ngliih  confiitution ; though fuddenly 
eclipfed. by the, arbitrary government o f E lizabeth. W en t* 
worth was indeed, by his puritanifm, as well as his love of 
liberty (for thefe tw o  characters o f fuch, unequal merit 
arofe and advanced together), the true forerunner o f the: 
Hatnbdens, the Pym s, and the Hollifes, w ho in the next 
age, with lefs courage, becaufe with lefs danger, rendered 
their principles fo; triumphant. I ftialLonly afk, whether 
it be not fufiiciently clear from all thefe tranfa£Hons, that 
in the two Succeeding reigns it was: the people who. en
croached upon the fovereign; not the fovereign who at
tempted, as is pretended, to ufurp upon the people ?

NOTES TO THE FIFTH VOLUME'

N O T E  fBB], P. 338.
CT-'H E queen V  fpeccb in the camp o f Tilbury was in thefe 

words: M y  Joying people, we have been perfuaded by 
fome, that are careful o f our fafety, to take, heed how 
w e commit, ourfelves to armed multitudes, for fear o f 
treachery ; but aii’ure you, I do n o t defire to live to dif- 
truft my faithful and loving people. L et tyrants fe a r : I 
have always fo behaved myfelf, that, under G o d , I  have 
placed my ehiefefl ilrength and fafeguard in the loyal 
hearts and good-w ill of my fubjecls. And therefore I am 
come among# you at this time, not as for my recreation or 
fport, but being refclved, in the. mitlft and heat o f the 
battle, to live or die.amongft you a ll ; to lay dow n, for my

G o d ,



G o d , and for my kingdom, and for my people, my honour 
and my blood, even in the duff, I know I have but the 
body of a weak and feeble woman, but I have the heart of 
a k ingi and o f a king o f England too; and. think foul 
fcorn that Parma or Spain, or any prince of Europe, ihould 
dare to invade the borders of my realms: T o  which, ra
ther than any diihonour (hould grow by me, I myfelf will 
take up arm s; I myfelf will be your general, judge, and 
rewarder o f every one of your virtues in the fteld. I know 
already, by your forwardnefs, that you have deferved re
wards and crow n s; and we do allure you, on the word of 
a prince, they ihall be duly paid you. In the mean time 
m y lieutenant-general ihall be in my ftead, than whom 
never prince commanded a more noble and worthy i’ub- 
je 6 t; not doubting by your obedience to my general, by 
your concord in the camp, and your valour in the field, we 
Ihall fhortly have a famous victory over thofe enemies of 
my G od , or my kingdom, and o f my people.

NOTES TO THE FIFTH VOLUME,

N O T E  [ C C ] ,  p. 345.

O T R Y P E ,  VoK iii. p. 525. O n  the fourth of Septem- 
^  ber* foon after the difperfion of the Spanifh Armada, 
died the earl of Leicefter, the queen’s great, but unwoi thy 
favourite. Her affe&ion for him continued to the laid. 
H e had difeovered no conduit in any o f his military en- 
terprifes, and was fufpeited of cowardice ; yet (lie en-v 
trufted him with the command o f her armies during the 
danger o f the Spaniih invafion 5 a partiality which might 
have proved fatal to her, had the duke of Parma been able 
to land his troops in England. She had even ordered a 
commifliOn to 'b e  drawn for him, conftituting him her 
lieutenant in the kingdoms of England and Ireland ; but 
Burleigh and Hatton xeprefented to her the danger of en- 
trufting fuch unlimited authority in the hands of-any fub- 
je it ,  and prevented the execution o f that defign. N o 
wonder that a conduit fo unlike the ufual jealouiy of E li
zabeth, gave reafon to fufpeii that her partiality was 
founded oh fome other palfion than friendship. But E li
zabeth feemed to carry her affection to Leiceffer no far
ther than the g ra v e ; She ordered his goods to be difpofed
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o f at a public fale, in order to" reimburfe herfelf o f  fome 
debt which he owed h e r ; and her ufual attention to mo
ney was obferved to prevail over her regard to the memory 
o f the deceafed. T h is  earl w as a great hypocrite, a pre
tender to the ftri&eft religion, an encourager o f the pu
ritans, and a founder o f hofpitals.

n o tes  t o  th e  fif t h  vo lu m e.

N Ó T E  [P P ], p. 345.
C T R Y P E ,  vol. Hi, p, 542. Id. Append. p. 239. There 
^  are fome Angular paflageá in this laft fpeech, which 
may be worth taking notice Of; efpecially as they came 
from a member who was no co u rtier; for he argues againft 
the fubfid y: 44 A n d  firft,”  fays he,, 44 for the necejfity 
44 thereof Í cannot deny, but if  it were a charge impofed 
44 upon us by her majefty’ s commandment, or a demand 
44 proceeding from her majefty b y  w ay o f requeft, that I  
44 think there is n otone among us all, either fo difobedient 
4t a fubjedt in regard o f our duty, or fo unthankful a man 
46 in rcfped o f the ineftimable benefits w hich, b y  her op 
44 from her, w e have received, which would not w ith frank 
44 confent, both o f voice and heart, moft w illingly fubmit 
44 hi mfelf thereunto, without any unreverend enquiry into 
44 the caufes thereof ; for it is continually in the mouth of 
44 us all, that our lands, goods, and lives, are at our 
44 -prince’s difpofing. A nd it  agreeth very well with that 
44 pofition o f the civil law which fayeth, §{uod omnia regís 
46 fuñí. B ut how ? Ita ta'men ut omnium fin t, A d regem 
44 enim pottftas omnium pertinet; ad Jingulos proprietas.. So 
44 that although it muft be true that her majefty hath over 
44 ourfelves and our goods, poUjtaUm imperandi; yet it i$ 
44 true, that until that power command (w hich, no doubt, 
44 will riot command without very juft caufe), every fub- 
44 je¿c hath his own proprietatem pojjidendi. W h ich  power 
44 and commandment from her majefty, w hich we have 
44 not yet received, I take it (faving reformation) that we 
44 are freed from the caufe o f necejfity. A nd the caufe of 
44 neceflity is the dangerous eftate o f the com m onwealth,5* 
& c. T h e  tenor o f the ipeech pleads rather for a general 
benevolence than a fubfidy; for the law  o f Richard III# 
¿gapift benevolence was never conceived to have any

force#



force. T h e  member even proceeds to aflert with Tome 
precaution, that it was in the power o f  a parliament to re* 
fufe the king’s demand of a fubfidy; and that there was an 
inftance o f that liberty ip Henry I I I . ’ s time, near four 
hundred years before. Sul* Jim,

NOTES TO THE FIFTH VOLUME.

N O T E  [ E E ] ,  p. 34g ,

T X ^ E  may judge o f the extent and importance o f thefe 
Y ; abufes by a fpeech of Bacon’ s againft purveyors, de

livered in the firft feffion o f the firft parliament of the fub— 
fequent reign, by which alfo we may learn, that Elizabeth 
hfd given no redrefs to the grievances complained of, 
K . F ir ft/* fays he, 44 they take in kind what they ought 
*c not to take; fecondly, they take in quantity a far 
<4 greater proportion than cometh to your majefty’s u fe;

thirdly, they take in an unlawful manner, in a manner, 
44 I fay, diredBy and exprefsly prohibited by the feveral 
44 laws. F or the firft, I am a little to alter their name ; 
44 for inftead o f takers they become taxers: Inftead of 
S t a k in g  provifions for your majefty^s fervice, they tax 
44 your people ad redimmdam vtxatianem; impofing upon 
44 them and extorting from them divers fums of money, 
44 fometimes in grofs, fometimes in the nature of ftipends 
44 annually paid, ne noceant, to be freed and eafed of their 
44 oppre&on. A gain, they take trees, which by law they 
44 cannot d o ; timber trees, which are the beauty, coun- 
«« tenance and fhelter of men’ s houfes; that men have 
44 long fpared from their own purfe and profit; that men 
?4.efteem for their ufe and delight, above ten times the 

value; that are a lofs which men cannot repair or recover. 
T h efe do they take, to the defacing and fpoiling of your 

f* fubje£ts manfions and dwellings, except they may be 
tc compounded with to their own appetites. And if a 
44 gentleman be too hard for them while he is at home, 
44 . they w ill watch their time when there is but a bailiff 
«« or a fervant remaining, and put the axe to the root of 
44 the tree, ere ever the mailer can (top it. Again, they 
44 ufe a ftrange and moft unjuft exaction in caufing the 
44 fubjefts to pay poundage o f their own debts, due from 
44 vour maieftv unto them : So as a poor man, when he 

7 J 7 L I  4 “  has



“  has.had his hay* or his wood, or his poultry (w hich per- 
chance Hê  was full loath to part w ith , and had for the 

“  provifioti o f  his own fam ily, and not to put to fale)
“  taken frpm him, and that not a ju ft price, but under' 
“ "the value, and cometh to receive his money, he (hall 
“  have after the rate o f twelve-pence in the pound abated 
“  for poundage o f his due payment upon fo hard condi- 
“  tlons. N a y , farther, they are grown to that extremity 
“  (as is affirmed, though it be icarce credible, fave that 
“  in fuch perfons all things are credible), that they will 
“  take double poundage, once when the debenture is made,
“  and again the fecond time, when the money is paid.
“  For the fecond point, moft gracious fovereign, touching 
“  the quantity which they take far above that which, is 
“ anfwered to your m ajefty’s u fe; it is affirmed unto me 
“  by divers gentlemen o f good report, as a matter which 
44 I may fafely avouch unto your m ajefty, that there is no 
“  pound profit which redoundeth unto your majefty in this 
“  courfe, but induceth and begetteth three pound damage 
“  upon your fubje&s, befide the drfcontenttnent. A nd to 
“ the end they may make their fpoil more fecurely,, what 
“  do they ? W hereas divers ftatutes do. ftri& ly provide,
“  that whatfoever they take fhall be regiftered and atteft- 
“  ed, to the. end that by m aking a collation o f that which 

is taken from the country and that which is anfwered 
“  above, their deceits might appear,, they, to the end to 
“  obfcure their deceits, utterly omit the obfervation of 
“  this, which the law  prefcribeth. And therefore to de- 
“  fcend,. if it may pleafe your m ajefty, to the third fort of 
“  abufe, which is o f the unlawful manner o f their taking, 
“  whereof this queftion is a branch ; it is fo manifold, as 
“  it rather aiketh an enumeration of feme o f the particulars 
“  than a profecution o f all. F o r  their price, by law  they 
“  ought to take as they can agree with the fubje£l; by 
“  abufe, they take at an impofed and enforced p rice : B y , 
“  law  they ought to make but one apprizement by neigh- 
“  hours in the country $ by abufe, they make a fecond 
44 apprizement at the court gate, and when the fubje£ts 
“  cattle come up many miles, lean and out of plight by 
“  rea’fbn of their travel, then they prize them anew at ah 
“  abated price : B y  law , they ought to take between fun 
“  and fun; by abufe, they take by tw ilight and in the 
u  night-tim e, a time well chofen for malefactors : B y  law ,

they
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** they ought not to talce In the highways (a place by her 
44 majefty’s high prerogative protefted, and byr ftatute by 
*4 fpecial words excepted); by abufe, they take in the 
“  highways : B y law , they ought to (hew their commif- 
ic fion, Sec. A  number o f other particulars there are, Sic,** 
B acon ’s W orks, vol* iv, p, 305, 306.

Such were the abufes which Elizabeth would neither 
permit her parliaments to meddle with, nor redrefs herfclf.
I  believe it will readily be allowed, that this flight prero
gative alone, which has palled almoft unobferved amidH 
other branches of fo much greater importance, was fuftU 
cient to extinguifh all regular liberty. For what ele£ior, 
or member of parliament, or even juryman, durfl: ©ppofe 
the will of the court, while he lay under the laih of fuch 
an arbitrary prerogative? For a farther account o f the 
grievous and incredible oppreflions of purveyors, fee the 
Journals o f the Houfe of Commons, vol. i. p; 190. There 
is a ftory of a carter which may be worth mentioning on 
this occafion. 44 A  carter had three times been at W ind* 
44 for with his cart to carry away, upon fummons of a re*
44 move, feme part o f the (tuff of her majefly’s wardrobe ;
45 and when he had repaired thither once, twice, and the 
44 third time, and that they of the wardrobe had told him 
44 the third time that the remove held not, the carter, 
44 clapping his hand on his thigh, faid 9\Now I  fee that 
44 the queen is a woman as well as my wife. W hich words 
44 being overheard by her majefty, who then ftoed at the 
44 window, £he faid, What a villain is this ? and fo fent 
44 him three angels to ifop his mouth.”  Birch’s Me* 
txioirs, vol. U p. 15 5 .

NOTES TO THE FIFTH VOLUME,

N O T E  [ F F ] ,  p. 35S.

TH IS year the nation fuffered a great lofs, by the death 
o f fir Francis W alfingham , fecretary of fiate; a man 

equally celebrated for his abilities and his integrity.^ He 
had palled through many employments, had been very fru
gal in his expence, yet died fo poor, that his family was 
obliged to give him a private burial. He left only one 
daughter, firft married to fir Philip Sidney, then to the earl 
o f Effex, favourite of queen Elizabeth, and laftly to the



earl o f .Clanricarde o f  Ireland. T h e  fame year died 
Thom as Randolph, w ho had been employed by the queen 
in feveral embaifies to Scotlan d ; as did alfo the earl of 
W a rw ic k , elder brother to Leicester«

NOTES TO THE FIFTH VOLUME.
_ W

N O T E  [ G G ] ,  p. 3 6 1.

T H I S  a£Hon o f fir Richard G reenville Is fo lingular as 
to merit a more particular relation. H e was engaged 

'  alone with the whole Spanifh fleet o f fifty-three fail, which 
had ten thoufand men on board ; and from the time the 
fight began, which was about three in the afternoon, to 
the break o f day next m orning, he repul fed the enemy 
fifteen times, though they continually fhifted their veiTels, 
and boarded with frefh men. In  the beginning o f  the ac
tion he himfelf received a wound; but he continued doing 
his duty above deck till eleven at night, when receiving a 
frefh wound, he was carried down to be drefled. D urin g 
this operation he received a ihot in the head, and the fur« 
geon was killed by his fide. T h e  E n gliih  began now to • 
want powder; all their fmall arms were broken or become 
ufelefs; o f  this number, which were but a hundred and 
three at firft, forty were killed, and almoft all the reft 
w ounded; their m ails were beat overboard, their tackle 
cut in pieces, and nothing but a hulk left, unable to move 
one w ay or other. In this fituation fir Richard prppofed 
to the Jfhip’ s company, to truft to the m ercy o f G o d , not 
to  that o f  the Spaniards, and to deflroy the fhip with 
themfelves, rather than yield to the enemy. T h e  mailer , 
gunner, and many o f the feamen, agreed to this dfcfperate 
refolution; but others oppofed it, and obliged Greenville 
to furrender himfelf prifoner. H e died a few  days after; 
and his lait words w ere: “  Here die I ,  Richard G reen - 

ville, with a joyful and quiet m in d; for that I  have 
“  ended my life as a true foldier ought to do, fighting for 
“  his country, queen, religion, and h on ou r: M y  foul 
"  w illingly departing from this body, leaving behind the 
“  Jailing fame of having behaved as every valiant foldier 
w is in his duty bound to do.”  T h e  Spaniards lo il in 
this (harp, though unequal a£tion, four ihips, and about a 
thoufand men. . And Greenville’s veiTel periihed fopn after

with



with two hundred Spaniards in her. Hackluyt’s Voyages, 
yoJ. ii. part 2. p. 169. Camden, p. 565.

N O T E  [H H ], p. 3gs .

I T  is ufual for the fpeaker to difqualify himfelf for the 
x  office; but the reafons employed by this fpeaker are fo 
Angular, that they may be worth tranfcribing. “  M y  
44 eftate,”  faid he, “  is nothing correfpondent for the 
4C maintenance of this d ign ity; for my father dying, left 
44 me a younger brother, and nothing to me but my bare 
44 annuity. T h en  growing to man’s eftate, and fome 

. 44 fmall pra&ice o f the law, I took a wife, by whom I have 
44 had many children; the keeping o f us all being a great 
** impoveriihing to my eftate, and the daily living of us all 
44 nothing but my daily induftry, Neither from my perfon 
44 nor my nature doth this choice atife: For he that fup- 
44 plieth this place ought to be a man big and com ely, 
44 ftately and well-fpoken, his voice great, his carriage 
44- majeftical, his nature haughty, and his purfe plentiful 
44 and heavy! But contrarily the ftature o f my body is 
44 fmall, myfelf not fo well fpoken, my voice low , my 
44 carriage lawyer-like, and o f the common faflnan, m y , 
44 nature foft and bafhful, my purfe thin, light, and never 
46 yet plentiful. — I f  Demofthenes, being fo learned and 
u  eloquent as he was, one whom none furpafled, trem- 
44 bled to fpeak before Phocion at A thens; how much 
4< more fhall I , being unlearned and unfkilful to fupply 

!4< the place of dignity, charge and trouble, to fpeak before 
,  fo many Phocions as here be ? Y e a , which is the great- 

44 eft*, before the unfpeakable majefty and facred perfonage 
44 o f our dread and dear fovereign: T h e  terror of whofe 

, 44 countenance will appal and abafe even the ftouteft 
44 hearts; yea, whofe very name will pull down the great- 
44 eft courage. For how mightily do the eftate and name 
44 o f a prince deje& the haughtieft ftomach even of their 
44 greateft fubjedts D ’E w es, p* 459*
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NOTES TO THE FIFTH VOLUME.

N O T E  [ I I ] ,  p. 392. ;

I ^ A B B A L A ,  p. 234. B irch’s M em oirs, vol. ii. p . 386. 
^  Speed, p / 8 7 7 . T h e  whole letter o f Eflex is fo cu

rious and fo fpirited, that the reader m ay not be difpleafed 
to read it. “  M y  very good lo rd ; T h ough  there is not 
*6 that man this day living, whom I  would fooner. make 
4C judge o f any, queftion that m ight concern me than 
*c yourfelf, yet you muft give me leave to tell you, that in 
<c fome cafes I muff appeal from all earthly judges : And 
“  i f  any, then furely in this, when the higheft judge on 

earth has impofed on me the heavieft punilhment, wi-th- 
€< out trial or hearing. Since then I muft either anfwer your 
44 lordihip’s argument, or efte forfake mine own ju ft de- 
** fence, I will force mine aching head to do me lervice 
41 for an hour. I muft firft deny my difcohtent, which 
44 was forced, to be an humorous difcontent; and that it 
44 was unfeafonable, o ris  o f fo long continuing, your lord- 
<c ihip ihould rather condole w ith me than expoftulate: 
44 Natural feafons are expe&ed here below ; but violent 
44 and unfeafonable ftorms come from ab o ve: T h e r e  is no 
44 tempeft equal to  the paflionate indignation o f  a prince £ 
4t nor yet at any time fo unfeafonable as when it lighteth 
44 on thofe that might expe<ft a harveft o f their careful and 
44 painful labours. H e that is once wounded muft needs 
44 feel fmart till his hurt is cured, or the part hurt become 
46 fenfelefs: B ut cure I expe<ft none, her majefty’ s heart 
^  being obdurate againft m e ; and be without fenfe I can-^ 
‘ ‘  not, being o f flefh and blood. B ut, fay you, I  may 
44 aim at the end : I do more than aim ; for i  fee an end 
46 o f all my fortunes, I have fet an end to all my defires. 
i( In this courfe do I a n yth in g  for my enemies;? W h en  I  

“  was at court I found them1 abfolute ; and therefore I  
44 had rather they fhould triumph alone, than have me at- 
“  tendant upon their chariots; O r  do I,leave m y friends?
44 W h en  1 was a courtier, I could, yield them no fruit o f  
44 my love unto them ; and now that I am a herm it they 
44 ftiali bear no envy for their love towards me. O r  do I  
u  forfake myfelf, becaufe I do enjoy m yfelf? O r  do I 
-5 overthrow my fortunes, becaufe i  build not a fortune o f

44 papef
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paper walls, which every puff of wind bloweth down h  
O r do I ruinate mine honour, becaufe I leave following 
the purfuit, or wearing the falfe badge or mark of the, 
{hadow of honour ? D o  I give .courage or comfort to 
the foreign foe, becaufe 1 referve myfelf to encounter 
with him ? O r  becaufe I keep my heart from bufmefs,f 
though I cannot keep my fortune from declining ? N o , 
no, my good lord, I give every one of thefe confuted 
ations its due weight ; and the more I weigh them, the 
more I find myfelf juftided from offending in any of 
them. A s for the two laft objections, that I forfake my 
country when it hath moil need o f me, and fail in that 
indifl’oiuble duty which I  owe to my fovereign ; I an- 
fwer, that if my country had at this time any need of 
my public fervice, her majeffy, that governeth it, would' 
not have driven me to a private life. l  am tied to my 
country by.two bonds; one public, to difeharge care
fully and induftriouily that truft which is committed to 
m e; the other private, to facrifice for it my life and 
carcafe, which hath been nouriilied in it. O f  the firit 
I am free, being difmiffed, difeharged, and difabled by 
her m ajefty: O f  the other, nothing can free me but 
death; and therefore no occafion of my performance- 
ihall foonef offer itfelf but I (hall meet it half way. 
T h e  indiffoluble duty-which I  owe unto her majefty, 
is only the duty of allegiance, which I never have, nor 
never can fail in ;  T h e  duty o f attendance is no indif
foluble duty. I owe her majefty the duty o f an earl, and 
o f lord .marfhal o f England. I have been content to 
do her majefty the fervice o f a c le rk ; but 1 can never 
ferve her as a villain or flav£. But yet you fay I muft 
give way unto the time. So I do for now that I  fee 
the ftorm com e, I have put myfelf into the harbour. 
Seneca faith, we muft give way to fortune: I know that 
fortune is both blind and ftrong, and therefore I go as 
far as l e a n  out of her way. Y o u  fay the remedy is 
not to ftrive : I neither ftrive nor feek for remedy.
But you fay, I muft yield and fu b m it; 1 can neither 
yield myfelf to be guilty, nor allow the imputation laid 
upon me to be juft : 1 owe fo much to the Author of all 
truth, £s I can never yield truth to be falfehood, nor 
faifebood to bd tru th / Have I given caufe, you afe ; 
¿ud yet fake a fcaadal when 1 have done ? No: I gave9 “



«  iio caufe, not fo much as Fimbria's complaint agamffi 
«  m e; for I did totumtelum corf ore red fere: Receive the 
“  whole fword into my body. I patiently bear all, and 
(i fenfibly feel all that I then received when this icandal 
« was given me. Nay more, when the vileft of all in- 
«  dignities are done unite me.”  &c, This noble letter 
Bacon afterwards, in pleading again# Eilex, called bold and prefumptuous, and derogatory to her maje%. Birch’s 
Memoirs, voi. ii. p. 388*

NOTES TO THE FIFTH VOLUME*

N O T E  [K K ], p. 420.

MO S T  of queen Elizabeth's courtiers feigned love *nd 
defire towards her, and addrefied themfelves to her 

In the ftyle of paflion and gallantry. Sir "Walter Raleigh, 
having fallen into difgraee, wrote the following letter to 
his friend fir Robert Cecil, with a view, no doubt, of, 
having it ihewn to the queen. “  My heart was never 
‘ Vbroke till this day, that 1 hear the queen goes away fo 
“  far off, whom 1 have followed fo many years, with fo 
“ great love and defire, in fo many journeys, and am 
“  now left behind her in a dark prifon all alone. While 
“  Ihe was yet near at hand, that I might hear of her once in 
“  two or three days, my forrows were the lefs ; but even 
“  now my heart is caft into the depth of all mi/ery. I,
“  'that was wont to behold her riding like Alexander,
“ hunting like Diana, walking like Venus, the gentle 
“ wind blowing her fair hair about her pure cheeks, like 
“   ̂ nymph, fometimes fitting in the fhade like a goddefs, 

f 44 fometimes Tinging like an angel, fometimes playing like 
«Orpheus; behold the forrow of this world! once amifs 
“  hath bereaved me of all. O  glory that only ihineth in 
“  misfortune! what is become of thy aflurance? All 
“  wounds have fears but that of fantafy : AH affe&ions 
“  their relenting but that of womankind. Who is the 
44 judge of friendship but adverfity, or when is grace wit- 
“  neffed but in offences ? There were no divinity but by 
“  reafon of compaffion ; for revenges are brutifh and 
“  mortal. All thofe times paft, the loves, the fighs, the 
4t forrows, the defires, cannot they weigh down one frailv 
44 misfortune? Cannot one drop of gall be hid in ft> great

;• “  heaps



" h e a p s  o f  fweetnefs? I may then conclude, Spes for*
“  tuna, valete. She is gone in whom I trufted ; and of me 
ci hath not one thought o f mercy, nor any refped of that 
<c which was. D o  with me now therefore what you lift. 
ci I  am more weary of life than they are deilrous I ihould 
tc perifh ; which if  it had been for her, as it is by her, I  
“  had been too happily born.”  Murden, 657* It is to 
be remarked that this nymph, Venus, goddefs, angel, was 
then about fixty. Y e t  five or fix years after & e  allowed 
thè fame language to be held tc her. Sir Henry Unton, 
lier ambaffador in France, relates to her a co n v en tio n  
which he bad with Henry I V .  T h e  monarch, after hav
ing introduced Unton to his tmftrefs, the fair Gabrielle, 
aiked him how he liked her ? 44 I anfwered fparingly in 
4É her praife,”  faid the minifter, w and told him, that if,~ 
" W ith o u t offence, I might fpeak it, I  had the picture o f  
"  a far more excellent miftrefs, and yet did her pi&ure 
"  come far (hort of her perfeftion o f beauty. A s you 
"  dove me, faid he, (hew it me if  you have it about you. 
"  I  made fome difficulties ; yet, upon his importunity, 
“  Offered it to his view very fecretly, holding it ftill in 
"  m y hand: H e beheld it with paftion and admiration, 
"  faying that I had reafon, J e  me rends, protefting that he 
"  had never feen the lik e ; fo, with great reverence, he 
"  'killed it tw ice or thrice, I  detaining it ftill in my hand. 
" I n  the end, with fome kind o f contention, he took it 
"  ffrom me, vow ing that I might take my leave of i t ;

for hè would not forego it for any treafure : And that, 
"  ;to poiTefs the favour of the lively pi&ure, he would for- 
«  fake all the world, and hold himfelf moft happy; with 

many other moft pailionate fpeeches.”  Murden, p. 718 . 
F o r  farther particulars on this head, fee the ingenious au
thor o f the Catalogue o f royal and noble Authors, article 
Effex.

NOTfe$ TO THÉ FIFTH VOLUME.

N O T E  [LL], p. 441.

IT  may not be amifs to fubjoin fome paffages o f thefe 
fpeeches; which may ferve to give us a juft idea of the 

government o f that age, and o f the political principles 
wfiich prevailed during the reign o f Elizabeth. M r. Lau
rence Hyde propofed a bill, entituled, A n  a d  for the ex

planation



;• plarifition o f the com mon 1 aw  in cer tain cafes o f letters*- 
; patent. M r. Spicer faid, T h is  bill m ay touch the prero
gative royal, w hich , as I  learned the laft parliament, is fo 
tranfcendent, that the -■ — - o f  the fubjeft may not afpire 
thereunto. F ar be it therefore from me, that the flate and 

^prerogative royal o f the prince fhould be tied by me, or 
b y  the a£t o f any other fübjèéf. M r. Francis B acon  faid*> 
A s  to the prerogative, royal o f the prince, for m y o w n  
part, I  ever allowed o f  i t ;  and it is fuch as I hope will 
never be difcüfled. T h e  queen, as ihe is our fovereign, 
hath both an enlarging ,and retrain in g power. F or by; 
her prerogative fhe m ay fet at liberty things reftrained by 
ftatute law  or other wife, and fecondly, by'her prerogative 
fhe may reftrain things which; be at liberty. F o r  the; firft,^ 
fl>e may grant à non objtante contrary to the penal law s.— - 
W ith  regard to monopolies, and fuch like cafes, the cafe 
hath ever been to humble ourfelves unto her majeftyy and 
b y  petition defire to have our grievances remedied, efpe-^ 
d a ily  when the remedy toucheth her fo nigh in point oF 
prerogative.— I fay, and I fay it againy that w e ought not* 
to  deal, to judge, or meddle w ith her m ajefty’s prero
gative. I wifh therefore every man to be careful o f this 
bufinefs. D r . Bennet {aid. H e that goeth about to debate; 
her: majefty’s ; prerogative had need to w alk w arily. 
M r , Laurence Hyde faid, F o r the bill itfelf, I  made it, 
and I think I underftand it : A n d  far be it from  this- 
heart of mine to think, this tongue to fpeaky or this fiand> 
to  write any thing either in .prejudice or derogation of> 
her majefty?s prerogative-royal and thé ftate. i—  M r. -1 
Speaker, quoth ferjeant Harris, for ought I fee, the houfe 
moveth to have this bill in the nature o f a petition ; it- 
muft then begin with more humiliation. A nd truly,; fir, 
the bill is good o f itfelf, but the penning o f it is fomewhaf = 
out o f courfe. M r. M ontagu faid, the matter is good andÿ, 
honeft, and I like this manger o f proceeding by bill well 
enough in this matter. T h e  grievances are great, and I  
would note only unto you thus m uch, that the laft parlia
m ent we proceeded by w ay o f petition, which had no 
fuccefêful effect, M r. Francis Adore faid, 1 know  the 
queen’s prerogative is a thing curious to be dealt withal : 
Y e t  all grievances are not comparable. I cannot utter 
with my tongue, or conceive with my heart, the great 
grievances that the town and country, for which I  ferye,

■ fuifereth
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foffereth by fome o f thefe monopolies. It bringeth the' 
general profit into a private hand, and the end o f all thi f  
is beggary and bondage to thetiubje&s. W e  have a law 
for the true and faithful currying of leather: There is a 
patent fets all at liberty notwithHanding that ftatute. And 
to what purpofe is it to do any thing by adl of parliament, 
when the queen will undo the fame by her prerogative ?; 
O u t o f the fpirit o f humiliation, M r. Speaker, I do fpeak 
it, there is no a£  of her’s that hath been or is more de
rogatory to her own majefty, more odious to the fubjeft, 
more dangerous to the commonwealth, than the grantings 
o f thefe monopolies. M r. Martin faid, I do fpeak for a 
town that grieves and pines, for a country that groaneth 
and languifhes, under the burden o f ntonftrous and un- 
confcionable fubftitutes to the monopolitans o f llarch, tin,* 
fifh, cloth, oil, vinegar, fait, and I know not what; nav, 
what not ? T h e  principaleft commodities both o f my town 
and country are engroft into the hands of thefe blood- 
fuckers of the common-wealth. I f  a body, M r. Speaker,' 
being let blood, be left {till languiibing without any re
medy, how can the good eftate o f that body Hill remain ? 
Such is the Hate o f  my town and country ; the traffic is 
taken away, the inward and private commodities are taken 
aw ay, and dare not be ufed without the licenfe of thefe * 
monopolitans. I f  thefe blood-fuckers be Hill let alone to 
fuck up the beH and principaleft commodities, which the 
earth there hath given us, what will become of us, from 
whom the fruits o f our own loil and the commodities of 
our own labour, which, with the fweat of our brows, even 
up to the knees in mire and dirt, we have laboured for, 
ihall be taken by warrant of fupreme authority, which the 
poor fubjedt dare not gainfay ? M r. George Moore faid, 
w e know the power o f her majeHy cannot be reHrained by 
any a c t; why therefore fhould we thus talk ? Admit wc 
ihould make this ftatute with a m n  obJian U \ yet the queen 
may grant a patent with a non o b jia n ie , to crofs this non 

o b jta n te . I think therefore it agreeth more with the gra
v ity  and wifdom of this houfe to proceed with all humble- 
nefs by petition than bill. . A ir. Downland laid, As I 
would be no let or overvehement in any thing, fo I am not 
fottifh or fenfelefs of the common grievance of the com
monwealth, I f  we proceed by w av of petition, we can 
have no more gracious anfwer than we had the laft 

V o l . V . M m  parliament
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n o t e s  t o  t h e  f i f t h  VOLUME.
parliament to our petition. B ut fmce that parliament we 
have no reformation. Sir Jiobert W roth  faid, I fpeak, 
and I fpeak it boldly, thefe patentees are w offe than ever 
they were. M r. Hayward T ow nfend proposed, that they 
ihould make fuit to her majefty, not only to repeal all mo
nopolies grievous to the fubjeft, but alfo that it would 
pleafe her majefty to give the parliament leave to make an 
a6t that they might be o f no more force, validity, or effeit, 
than they are at the common law , without the ftrength of 
her prerogative. W h ich  though w e m ight now do, and 
the aft being fo reafonable, w e m ight allure ourfelves her 
majefty would not delay the pafting thereof, yet w e, her 
loving fubjefts, & c . would not offer, without her privity 
and confent (the caufe fo nearly touching her prerogative), 
pr go  about to do any fuch aft* — _

U n  a fubfequent day the bill againft monopolies was 
again introduced, and M r. Spicer faid, It is to no purpofe 
to  offer to tie her majefty?s bands by a f t  o f parliament, 
when fhe may loOfen herfelf at her pleafure. M r. Davies 
faid, G od  hath given that power to abfolute princes which 
he attributes to himfelf. L>ixi quod D ii ejiis. ( N . B* 
T h is  axiom he applies to the kings o f E ngland.) Mr. 
Secretary Cecil faid, I am fervant to the queen, and before 
I  would fpeak and give confent to a cafe that fhould debafe 
her prerogative, or abridge it, I  would with that my tongue 
were cut out o f  my head. . I  am iure there were law
makers before there were laws : (M eaning, I fuppofe, that 
the fovereign was above the law s.) O ne gentleman went 
about to poflefs us with the execution o f the law  in an an
cient record o f 5 or 7 o f Edward the third. Likely 
enough to be true in that time, when the king was afraid 
o f  the ftfbjeft. I f  you ftand upon law , and difpute o f the 
prerogative, hark ye what Brafton fays, Prcerogativam 
mjlram nemo audeat dijputare. And for my ow n part, I 
like riot thefe courfes Ihould be taken. A nd you, M r. 

; Speaker, fhould perform the charge, her majefty gave unto 
you in the beginning o f this parliament, not to receive 
hills of this nature; For her m ajefty’s ears be open to all 
grievances, and her hands ftretched out to every man’s 
petitions,-—Wh^n the prince difpenfes with a penal law, 
that is left to the alteration o f fovereigrityf that is good 

. and irrevocable, M r. Montague faid, I am loth to. fpeak 
\v hat i  know , left, perhaps, I  ihould difpleafe. T h e  pre-

: ' ‘  ̂ rogative



rogative royal is that which is now in queftion, and which 
the laws o f the land have ever allowed and maintained* 
L e t us therefore apply by petition to her majefty.

After the fpeaker told the houfe that the queen had an
nulled many of the patents, Mr* Francis More faid, l  mull 
confefs, M r, Speaker, I moved the houfe both the laft 
parliament and this, touching this point; but I never 
meant (and I hope the houfe thinketh fo) to fet limits and 
bounds to the prerogative royal. He proceeds to move, 
that thanks fhould be given to her majefty ; and alfo, that 
whereas divers fpeeches have been moved extravagantly in 
the houfe, which doubtlefs have been told her majefty, and 
perhaps ill conceived of by her, M r. Speaker would apo
logize, and humbly crave pardon for the fame. N . B . 
T h efe extra£ts were taken by Townfend, a member o f 
the houfe, who was no courtier; and the extravagance of 
the fpeeches feems rather to be on the other fide : It will 
certainly appear ftrange to us, that this liberty ihould be 
thought extravagant. However, the queen, notwithftand- 
ing her cajoling the houfe, was fo ill fatisfied with thefe 
proceedings, that file fpoke o f them peevifhly in her con
cluding fpeech, and told them that fhe perceived that pri
vate refpe&s with them were privately maiked under pub
lic  prefence. D ’E w es, p. 619.

T here were feme other topics in favour o f prerogative, 
ftill more extravagant, advanced in the houfe this parlia
ment. ' W h en  the queftion of the fubfidy was before 
them, M r, ferjeant Heyle faid, M r. Speaker, I marvel ■ 
m uch that the houfe ihould ftand upon granting of a fub
fidy or the time of payment, when all we have is her ma- 
je fty ’ s, and ihe may lawfully at her pleafure take it from 
u s : Y e a , fhe hath as much right to all our lands and 
goods as to any revenue of her crown. A t  which all the 
houfe hemmed, and laughed, and talked. W ell, quoth 
feijeant Heyle, all your hemming fhall not put me out of 
countenance. So M r. Speaker flood up and faid, It is a 
great difcrder, that this houfe ihould be fo ufed.— So the 
faid ferjeant proceeded, and when he had fpoken a little 
w hile, the houfe hemmed again; an d fe  he fat down. In 
his latter fpeech, he faid, he could prove his former pofition 
b y  precedents in the time o f Henry the third, king John, 
k in g Stephen, & c . which was the occafion o f their hem
m ing. D ’Ew es, p. 633* I t  is obfervable, that Heyle was

6 M m 2
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an eminent lawyer, a man o f character. W in  wood, voi. b  p. ago. And though the houfe in general ihewed their 
difapprobation, no one cared to take him down, or oppofé 
thele manftrous portions. I t  was alfo aflèrted this feffion, 
that In thè fame manner as the Roman confuí was pof- 
fe lfe d p f the power o f rejedling or admitting motions in 
the fenato, the fpeaker might either admit or reject bills 
in the houfe. D ’E w es, p. 6 77 . T h e  houfe declared 
themfelves again ft this opinion; but the very propofai o f 
it  is a proof at what a low  ebb liberty was a t  that time in 
England.

In the year 15 9 1 , the judges made a folemn decree, that 
England was. an abfolute empire, o f which the king was 
the head. Jn confequence o f this opinion, they deter
mined that, even if the a& ò f  the firft o f Elizabeth had 
never been made, the king was fupreme head o f the 
church ; and m ight have ere&ed, by his prerogative, fuch 
a court as the ecclefiaftical com million j for that he was 
the head o f  .all his fubje&s. N o w  that court was plainly 
arbitrary: T h e  inference is, that his power was equally 
abfolute over the laity. See C o k e ’s Reports, p, 5. 
Caudrey’s cafe.

■ NOTES TO THE FIFTH VOLUME.

N O T E  [M M ], p. 471.

\ K T  E  have remarked before, that Harrifon, in book ii. 
’  ^ chap. 11 . fays, that in the reign o f H enry V III . 

there were hanged feventy-two thoufand thieves and 
rogues (bejides other malefactors)  ; this makes about two 
thoufand a year; But in queen Elizabeth’s tim e, the fame 
author fays,, there were only between three and four hun
dred a year hanged for theft and,: robbery : So much had 
the times mended. B ut in our age there are not forty a 
year hanged for thofe crimes in all England. Y e t  H arri- 
fbn complains o f the relaxation o f the law s, that there were 
fo few, fuch. rogues puniihed in his t im e ., O u r vulgar pre> 
pofieifion in favour o f the morals o f former and rude ages 
is very abfurd and ill grounded. T h e  fame author fays, 
chap. 10. that there were computed to be ten thoufand 
gypiies in E ngland; a fpecies o f  banditti introduced 
about the r. ign o f Henry V I I L j  and he adds, that there 

4 will



'
Will be no way o f extirpating them by the ordinary courfe 
o f  ju ftice: T h e  queen muft employ martial law againft 
them. T h a t race has now almoft totally difappeared in 
England, and even in Scotland, where there were fome 
remains o f them a few years ago. However arbitrary" 
the exercife o f martial law in the crown, it appears' 
that no body in. the age of Elizabeth entertained any 
jealoufy o f it.

NOTES TO THE FIFTH VOLUME.

N O T E  [ N N ] ,  P .4 S 1 .

t j A R R IS O N , in his Defcription of Britain, printed in 
15 77 , has the following paj/age, chap. 13. Certes, 

there is no prince in Europe that hath a more beautiful fort 
o f  ihips than the queen’s majefty o f England at this pre- 
fent ; and thofe generally are o f fuch exceeding force, that 
tw o o f them being well appointed and furnifhed as they 
ought,’will not let to encounter with three or four of them 
o f  other countries, and either bowge them or put them to 

{flight, if they may not bring them home.— T he queen’s 
highnefs hath at this prefent already made and furnifhed to 
the number of one and twenty great ihips, which lie for the 
m oftjjart in Gillingham  road, Befide thefe, Her grace hath- 
other in hand alfo, of whom hereafter, as their turns do come 
about, I  w ill not let to leave fome farther remembrance. 
She hath like wife three notable gallies, thè Speedwell, the 
T ry erig h t, and the Black G alley, with the fight whereof, 
and the reft of the navy-royal, it is incredible to fay how 
marvelloufly her grace is delighted ; and not without great 
caufe, fith by their means her coafts are kept in quiet, and 
fundry foreign enemies put back, which otherwife would 
invade us. lifter fpeaking of the merchant Jhips, which he 
fays are commonly ejllmated at feventeen or eighteen hundred, 
he continues. 1 add, therefore, to the end all men ihould 
underftand fomewhat o f the great maffes of treafure daily; 
employed upon our navy, how there are few of thofe (hips of 
the fir ft and fecond fort (that is o f the merchant ihips), 
that being apparelled and made ready to fail, are not worth 
one thoufand pounds, or three thoufand duckats at the 
leaft, if  they ihould prefently be fold. W hat fhall we 
then think o f the navy-royal, o f which fome one veifel is

worth
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worth tw o o f  the other, as the (hipwright has often told 
me ?—-It is poffible that fome covetous perfon, hearing this 
report, will either not credit at all, or fuppofe money fo 
employed to be nothing profitable to the queen’ s coffers, 
as a good huiband faid once, when he heard that provifions 
Should be mad® for armour, wiihing the queen*$ money to 
he rather laid out to fome fpeedier return .of gain  unto her 
grace : B ut if  he w ifi that the good keeping o f  the fea is 
the fafeguard o f  our land, he would alter his cenfure, and 
loon give over his judgm ent. Speaking o f the forejis, this 
author fays, A n  infinite deal o f  wood hath been deftroyed 
within thefe few  years, and I dare affirm, that, if  wood do 
go  fo fall to decay in the next hundred years o f  grace, as 
¡they have done, or are lik e  to do in this, it is lo b e  feared 
that fea-coal. w ill be good merchandize even in the city 
o f  London. H arrifon’s prophecy jwas fulfilled in a very 
few  years $ for about 1 6 15 , there were tw o  hundred fail 
employed in carrying coat to London. See Anderfon, 
vol. i. p. 494.

N O T E  [ 0 O ] ,  p .4 8 7 .

LI F E  o f  Burleigh publiihed by C ollins, p. 44 . ^ T h e 
author hints, that this quantity o f plate was cdnfidered 

only as final! in a man o f  Burleigh’s'rank. H is words are, 
his plate was net above fourteen or fifteen thoufand pounds : 
T h a t  he means pounds weight is  evident. F or, by Bur
leigh’ s w ill, which is annexed to his life, that nobleman 
gives away in legacies, to friends and relations, near four 
thoufand pounds w eight, which would have been above 
tw elve thoufand pounds fterling in value. T h e  remainder 
he orders to be. divided into two equal portions 5 the half 
to his eldefi fqn and h e ir ; the other half to be divided 
equally among his fecond fon and three daughters. W e r e  ' 
w e therefore to underhand the whole value o f his plate to 
be only fourteen or fifteen thoufand pounds fierling, he 
left not the. tenth of it to the heir o f  his fam ily.
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N O T E  [ P P ] , p. 488.

f\ J  A R R IS  O N  fays* cc the greateft part o f our building 
* *  iC in the cities and good towns of England confifteth 
i c only o f timber, caft over with thick clay to keep out 
h  the wind. Certes, this rude kind of building made the 
><c Spaniards in queen M ary’s days to w onder; but chiefly 
f l when they faw that large diet was ufed in many of thefc 
“  fo homely cottages, infomuch that one o f  nofmall re*- 
** putation amongft them laid, after this manner j thefe 
u  Englifh, quoth he, have their houfes made of Ricks and 

dirt, but they fare commonly fo well as the king, 
i* W hereby it appeareth that he liked better o f our good 
<c fare in fueh coarfe cabins, than of their own thin diet 
fc in their princely habitations and palaces. T he clay 
f c with which our houfes are commonly impamreiled is 

'-?f either white, red, or blue.”  Book ii. chap. i2 .  T he 
author adds, that the new houfes of the nobility are com*, 
m only of brick or ftone, and that glafs windows vyefe be* 
giqning to be ufed in England.

N O T E  [QQJ, p-4 9 i.
T p  H E  following are the words o f Roger Afcham, the 
• queen’s preceptor. tc It is your lhame (I fpeak to 
f« you all, you young gentlemen of "England), that one 
■ ?< maid Ihould go beyond ye all in excellency of learning, 
«  and knowledge o f  divers tongues. Point out fix of the 

beft given gentlemen of this court, and all they together 
«  ihow not fo much good will, fpend not fo much time, 
*« bèftow not fo many hours daily, orderly, and conftantly, 

for thè encfeafe of learning and knowledge as doth the 
queen’s majefty herfelf. Y e a , I believe that, befides 

«  her perfect readinefs in Latin, Italian, French and 
«  Spanifh, fhe readeth here now at Windfór more Greek 
«  every day, than fome prebendary of this church doth 
«  Latin- in à whole w eek.—  Amongit all the benefits 
«  which G od had bleffed me withal, next the knowledge
«  of ChriiTs true religion, I count this the greateil, that 

- f  it
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<c it pleafed G od  to call me to be one poor minifter in 
fetting forward thefe excellent gifts o f learning,”  &c. 

Page 242. T ru ly , fays Harrifon, it is a rare thing with 
us now to hear o f a courtier which hath but his ow n lan
guage;- and to  fay h ow  many gentlewomen and ladies 
there are that, befides found knowledge o f the G reek  and 
Latin tongues* are thereto no lefs ikilful in the Spaniih, 
Italian, and French, or in fome one o f them, it refteth not 
in me, flth I am perfuaded, that as the noblemen and gen
tlemen do furmount in this behalf, fo thefe come little or 
nothing at all behind them for their p a rts; which jndfiftry 
G od continue.— T h e  ftranger, that entereth in the court 
o f England upon the fudden, fhall rather imagine himfelf 
to come into fome public fchool of the univerfity,* where 
many give ear to one that readeth unto them, than into 
a prince’s palace, if you confer thus with thofe o f other 
nations. Defcription o f Britain, book ii. chap. 15 . By 
this account the court had profited by the example o f the 
queen: T h e  fober way of life pra£lifed by the ladies of 
Elizabeth’s court appears from the fame author, Read
in g , fpinning, and needle w ork, occupied the? elder; mufia 
the younger. Id. ibid,
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