
VAF-9

© BIZKAIKO FORU LIBURUTEGIA



JtVB

© BIZKAIKO FORU LIBURUTEGIA



© BIZKAIKO FORU LIBURUTEGIA



© BIZKAIKO FORU LIBURUTEGIA



© BIZKAIKO FORU LIBURUTEGIA



© BIZKAIKO FORU LIBURUTEGIA



\Jf\

d e s c r i p t i o n

OF T H E

VIEW  OF TH E BATTLE

OF

VITTORIA,
AND THE

(great Iftc torp
GA IN E D  BY THE

Marquis of Wellington
OVER THE

FRENCH ARMY
UNDER

JOSEPH BONAPARTE,
NOW EXHIBITING IN *

Henry Aston Barker’s Panorama,
LEICESTER SQUARE.

1814 .

PRICE SIXPENCE.

i .  AeieakP; Printer, «3, Bai tliolymew'Close

/ ? .

(

ii,Art k f

A n s?

© BIZKAIKO FORU LIBURUTEGIA



The public are respectfully informed, that 
the period o f the Action, represented in the 
Panorama, has been chosen in preference to the 
early part o f  the Mattie, which, having been 

fo ugh t on the Heights o f  Puebla, and along 
the course o f  the Zadora Hiver, it would have 
been impossible, from  any single point, to have 
given so extensive a view o f  the Allied Army 
as the one now adopted. The view o f  the 
City o f  Vittoria would also have been so distant 
as to become very indistinct fro m  any other 
station.

The scene therefore exhibits the Action 
towards its conclusion, at about 4 o'Clock, A .M . 
when the centre and left o f  the French Army  
were in fu l l  retreat, and fo r d  Wellington had 
given orders to the \5th Hussars and House
hold Hoops to charge the enemy, at which 
time his right still held a strong position at 
Gamarra Maior, and was closely engaged by 
Sir Thomas Graham.
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d e s c r i p t i o n

OF

V I T T O R I A
a n d  i t s  n c i m r r .

T h E  City of Vittoria, the capital of the Pro
vince of lava, one of three which form Biscay .is 
situated in latitude 42. 55. N. longitude 2 56. W .j 
it stands upon an eminence in the middle ot a 
well cultivated plain, fertile in corn, which con
stitutes the p incipal riches of the province. 
The climate is not remarkably warm, being very 
similar to that of England, and rather humid 
from the quantity of vapours attracted by the 
numerous surrounding mountains, some of which 
are very lofty, are covered in many parts with 
heath, and curiously studded over with stunted 
oaks, &c. The whole face of the country ex 
hibits proofs of the industry of its inhabitants, 
who even cultivate the sides of the mountains 
to a considerable height. Numerous villages, 
surrounded with trees of the willow species, 
almost the only kind met with near Vittoria, 
eover the plain ; which, in a general view, ap
pears flat or gently undulating, but upon nearer 
inspection is found to be intersected with deep 
hollows, many ot them containing small streams, 
though no water is seen from the point where 
this view was taken. I  he Zadora even is inter
cepted in consequence of running through a 
valley ; its direction however, in this View, is 
from Gamarra Maior to Abechuco, and behind 
Ali round to Puebla.

At the period when this great battle was 
fought, the country was covered with eorn,
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nearly ripe, but, as there are no inclosures, the 
greatest part of it was destroyed by the French ; 
who, in their retreat, marched over the fields of 
grain, changing, in a few hours .the prospect of 
a plentiful harvest to a scene of devastation and 
waste.

Vittoria is a small compact city, containing 
about 8000 inhabitants. The houses are prin
cipally built of brick, and stuccoed pn the out
side; the churches, and other public buildings, 
are stone. The principal roads leading to the 
town, are bordered with trees, which, contrasting 
with the whiteness of the hopses, produce a 
most agreeable effect, when seen at a little 
distance.

General Description of the Battle of 
Vittoria.

The action commenced at nine in the morn
ing of the 21st o f June, 1813. In the early 
part of the day the enemy was driven from the 
Village of Subijanade Alava,* and the Heights of 
Puebla above, by the corps of Sir Howland Hill. 
The Castle of Zalderan was the last point on the 
ridge which the enemy contested, and from which 
he was beaten by the Hon. Lieutenant-Colonel 
Cadogan’s Brigade, and General Murillo’s Spa
nish Brigade. The action at this point was very 
severe. Unfortunately Lieutenant-Colonel Ca- 
dogan was mortally wounded in this contest; 
he, however, lived a short time; and, after having 
bis wounds dressed on the ground, desired to be 
taken to the summit of the heights on which 
the castle stands, from whence he could observe 
the progress of the battle. In this situation he

* Village is not seen in the View, as it lies in the
Valley behind the Heights of Puebla.
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bad the satisfaction to see the enemy driven 
down the heights, and completely routed ; when, 
becoming delirious, he exclaimed repeatedly, 
“  they are beaten, they retreat;” and, with these 
Words, this brave and gallant officer expired on 
the field of battle, highly respected and deeply 
regretted by the whole army.

General Murillo was also wounded on these 
heights, but remained in the field.

The 4th and Light Divisions possessed them
selves of the Villages of Arinez and Gomecha, 
and advanced in line and columns of brigades 
on the right of the road from Miranda to 
Vittoria. Two Brigades of the 3d Division car^ 
ried the Altura de los Inglezas} (English Hill,)* 
whilst the 7th Division, and one Brigade of the 
3d Division, carried the Villages of Margarita and 
Zuago, and then advanced by the left of the 
above road.

When Lord Wellington was on the spot, shewn, 
in the Panorama, the above-named Divisions 
had driven the enemy from his position, and the 
ridges he successively occupied in his retreat to 
the gates of Vittoria ; when the British columns 
being close up, his main body gave way, and fled 

• in the utmost confusion round the left of the 
town.f

* English Hill is said to be so named in consequence of 
the battle fought by Edward the Black Prince and Henry 
King of Castile, in the year 1307, which Edward was 
victorious, and reinstated Peter the Cruel on the throne of 
that province; but, upon referring to Froissart and other 
authorities, the battle appears to have taken place at Najara; 
the hill must, therefore, have taken its name from some other 
«ccurrence during the stay of Edward at Vittoria.

+ The road to Pamplona, which is intercepted by the 
t*wn in this view, soon became crowded with carriages, 
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Afc this period the enemy’s left began to retire 
irom their ground, near the Village of Arecha- 
velata in front of which, upon an eminence, he 
had placed several pieces of artillery, and kept 
up a constant fire upon the centre of the British 
Army as it advanced ; but, being attacked by 
Major-General Skerret’s Brigade in line, and the 
remainder of the 4th Division coming rapidly up 
he retreated towards Pamplona in comparatively 
good order, but with the loss of his artillery 
which were captured on the eminence by the 
above Brigade. J

The Cavalry, which during the previous ope
rations had been in the rear, was now ordered up: 
the J 5th Hussars, under Colonel Grant, were al
ready in front, and, being ordered to charge 
they cut their way through the retreating enemy’ 
and came up with his artillery and baggage

oftheTow n iDg t0 eSCapeb? the east gate
The 1st and 5th Divisions, under Sir Thomas 

Graham and General Oswald, were engaged on 
the Zadora Kiver, at the Villages of Abechuco 
and Gamarra Maior. The latter was defended 
with great obstinacy, but being taken, secured

to Bayonne?"3 P° SSeSSi° n ° f  the hiSh roat!

S T r o 3 s0”h’v ani ai ti,IC,'y ’ S° “  *° “ »PtaW 7 ¡mped«

action, and four hundred a n d i ^  l'' iurinS the
•.«ides baggagej prorisions, catt^ S ™  f c '
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As the Allies approached Vittoria, which was 
the central point to which the march of the 
different Divisions was directed, most of the 
Brigades moved from line into column, the 
Light Infantry and Riflemen extending along 
the front, and the Artillery taking advantage 
of the little eminences, from which they fired 
with considerable effect upon the enemy.

The movements of the several Brigades of 
Cavalry were much impeded by the nature of the 
ground, which, though apparently flat, was inter
sected by broad and deep ditches, and it was not 
till the period represented in the Panorama, that 
they could act against the enemy. The Hussars 
were supported by the Household Brigade, con
sisting of the Life Guards and the Oxford Blues. 
General Fane’s Division of Heavy Cavalry ad
vanced in column on the right of the town.

The Allied Army was formed from right to left 
as follows :

Sir Rowland Hill’s Corps 
4th Division, Sir Lowry Cole 
Light Division, Baron Charles Alien 
3d Division, Sir Thomas Picton 
7th Division, Earl of Dalhousie 
1st Division, Sir Thomas Graham 
General Pack’s Brigade 
General Bradford’s Brigade 
5th Division, General Oswald 
Guerillas of Mina, &c. &c.

The whole amounting to between 50 and 60,000 men.
The Divisions seen in the Picture consisted of the following 

Brigades of Regiments:— *
4th Division,

Right Brigade—Major-General Anson.

48th ditto *
Centre Brigade—Colonel Stubbs, 23d Portuguese. 

11th Portuguese Regiment f 7th Portuguese Cacadore*' 
23d ditto iliffri ^

Queen’s Regiment 
53d ditto 
40th ditto

27th Regiment 
2d Provisional Battalion 
One Company 60th Ridernen
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Left Brigade—Major-General Skerretf
7th Fusileers 
20th Regiment 
23d Fusileers

Brunswick Rifle Corps 
King’s German Artillery

Light Division.
1st Brigade—Major-General Kempt.

43d Regiment 3d and 1st Battalions 95th
17th Portuguese ditto ditto

2d Brigade—General VandelEur.
52d Regiment 1st and 3d Portuguese Ca'*
2d Battalion 95th ditto (¿adores

3d Division.
Right Brigade—Hon. Major-General Colville* 

5th Regiment j 87th Regiment
83d ditto | 94th ditto
Centre Portuguese Brigade—Major-General Power* 
11th Ca§adcres 21st Regiment
9th Regiment

Left Brigade—•
74th Regiment 88th Regiment
45th ditto >

7tli Division.
General Inglis’s Brigade only seen, commanded t>y 

Colonel Grant .
51st Regiment 
68th ditto

82d Regiment 
Chasseurs Brittaniques

Sir Rowland Hill’s Corps is seen in the distance, coming 
down from the Heights of Puebla. I t  formed the right of 
the British Army, and was composed of the 2d Division of 
British Infantry, the Portuguese Division of the Conde 
D’Amarante, the Spanish Division of General Murillo, and 
the 2d Division of Cavalry under General Fane.

The Brigades consisted of the following Regiments. 
General Bing’s Brigade.

Buffs I 66th Regiment
31st Regiment j 57th ditto

Colonel Calaghan’s Brigade.
28th Regiment 39th Regiment
34th ditto
The Hon. Lieutenant-Colonel CadoGan's Brigade- 
50th Regiment 1 92d Regiment
7 1st ditto

Conde d’Amarante’s Division;
2d Portuguese Regiment 
14th ditto ditto

4th Portuguese Regiments 
10th ditto ditto

© BIZKAIKO FORU LIBURUTEGIA



General Morillo’s Division.
S ir or seven Regiments, the numbers of which have not 

lieen ascertained.
The 1st and 5th Divisions, forming the left of the British 

Array, are too distant to be seen, but their situation is 
marked by smoke over the Villages of Abechuco, Arriaga, 
Iletana, Gamarra Maior, &c. at which points they were 
«ngaged with the enemy at the period the Picture represents.

9

Extract from the Gazette Extraordinary.
Downing.street, July S, 1813.

Dispatches, of which the following are copies, have been 
this day received by Earl Bathurst from the Marquis of 
Wellington, dated Salvatierra, June 22, 18 i 3, and Trienyeen, 
June 24, 1813.

“  M y  L o r d ,—'The enemy’s army, commanded by Joseph 
Bonaparte, having Marshal Jourdan as the Major-General 
of fhe army, took up a position on the night of the 19th 
instant, in front of VittOria, the left of  which rested upon 
the heights which end at Puebla de Arlanson, and extended 
from thence across the valley of Zadora, in front of the 
village of Aruncz. They occupied with the right of the 
centre a height which commanded the valley of Zadora, and 
the right of their army was stationed near Vittoria, and was 
destined to defend the passages of the river Zadora, in the 
neighbourhood of that city. They had a reserve, in rear of 
their left, at the village of Gornecha.

<< The nature of the country through which the army had 
passed since it had reached the Ebro, had necessarily ex
tended our columns, and we halted on the 2Oth in order to 
close them up» and moved the left to Margiua, where it was 
most likely it would be necessary. I reconnoitred the 
enemy’s position on that day, with a view to the attack to 
be made on the following morning, if they should still re
main in it.

“  We accordingly attacked the enemy yesterday, and I  
am happy to inform your Lordship, that the allied army, 
under my command, gained a complete victory ; having 
driven them from all their positions, having taken from them 
one hundred and fifty-one pieces of cannon, four hundred 
and fifteen waggons of ammunition, all their baggage, pro
visions, cattle, treasure, &c. and a considerable number of 
prisoners.

a  The operations of the day commenced by Lieutenant- 
General Sir Rowland Hill obtaining possession of the heights 
of La Puebla, on which the enemy’s left rested, which heights 
they had not occupied in great strength.
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44 He detached on this service one brigade of the Spanish 
division under General M urillo; the other brigade being 
employed in keeping the communication between his main 
body, on the high road_from Miranda to Vittoria, and the 
troops detached to the heights. The enemy, however, soon 
discovered the importance of the heights, and reinforced 
their troops there to such an extent, as that Lieutenant- 
General Sir Rowland Hill was obliged to detach, first, the 
71st regiment, and the light infantry battalion of Major- 
General Walker’s brigade, under the command of the Hon. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Cadogan, and successively other troops 
to the same point; and the Allies not only gained, but 
maintained possession of these important heights through
out their operations, notwithstanding all the efforts of the 
enemy to retake them. The contest here, however, was 
very severe, and the loss sustained considerable. General 
Murillo was wounded, but remained in the field; and I am 
concerned to have to report, that the Hon. Lieutenant- 
Colonel Cadogan has died of a wound which he received. 
In  him his Majesty has lost an officer of great zeal and 
tried gallantry, who had already acquired the respect and 
regard of the whole profession, and of whom it might be 
expected, that if he had lived, he would have rendered the 
most important services to his country.

44 Under cover of the possession of these heights, Sir 
Rowland Hill successively passed the Zadora at La Puebla 
and the defile formed by the heights and the river Zadora, 
and attacked and gained possession of the village of Subi- 
jana de Alava, in front of the enemy’s line, which the 
enemy made repeated attempts to regain.

44 The difficult nature of the country prevented the com
munication between our different columns moving to the 
attack from their stations on the river Bayas at as early an 
hour as I  had expected, and it was late before I  knew that 
the column composed of the 3d and 7th divisions, under the 
command of the Earl of Dalhousle, had arrived at the 
station appointed for them.

£‘ The 4th and Light Divisions, however, passed the Za
dora immediately after Sir Rowland Hill had possession of 
Subijana de Alava, the former at the bridge of Nanclaus, 
and the latter at the bridge of Tres Puentes, and almost as 
soon as these had crossed, the column under the Earl of 
Dalhousle arrived at Mendonza, and the 3d division, under 
Lieutenant-General Sir Thomas Picton, crossed at the bridge 
higher up, followed by the 7th division, under the Earl of 
Dalhousie.

44 These four divisions, forming the centre of the army, 
were destined to attack the heights on which the right of
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the enemy’s centre was placed, while Lieutenant-General Sii 
Rowland Hill should move forward from Subijana de Alava 
to attack the left. Ths enemy, however, having weakened 
his line to strengthen his detachment in the hills, abandoned 
his position in the valley as soon as he saw our disposition to 
attack it, and commenced his retreat, in good order, towards 
Vittoria.

“  Our troops continued to advance in admirable order, 
notwithstanding the difficulty of the ground.

“  In the mean time, Lieutenant-General Sir Thomas 
Graham, who commanded the left of the army,'consisting 
of the 1st and 5th divisions and Generals Pack’s and Brad
ford’s brigades of infantry, and Generals Bock’s and An
son’s brigades of cavalry, and who had been moved on the 
20th to Margina, moved forward from thence on Vittoria, 
by the high road from that town to Bilboa. He had be
sides with him the Spanish division under Colonel Longa 
and General Giron, who had been detached to the left 
under a different view of the state of affairs, and had after
wards been recalled,and having arrived on the 20 that Orduna, 
marched that morning from thence, so as to be in the field 
in readiness to support Lieutenant-General Sir T. Graham, 
if his support had been required.

a  The enemy had a division of infantry and some cavalry 
advanced on the great road from Vittoria to Bilboa, resting 
their right on some strong heights covering the village of 
Gamarra Maior. Both Gamarra and Abechuco were strong
ly occupied, as tetes-de-pont to the bridges over the Zadora 
at these places. Brigadier-General Pack, with his Portu
guese brigade, and Colonel Longa, with the Spanish divisiou, 
were directed to turn and gain the heights, supported by 
Major-General Anson’s brigade of Light Dragoons, and 
the 5th Division of Infantry, under the command of Major- 
General Oswald, who was desired to take the command of 
all these troops.

“ Lieutenant-General Sir T. Graham reports, that in the 
execution of this service, the Portuguese and Spanish troops 
behaved admirably. The 4th and 8th Caçadores particu
larly distinguished themselves. Colonel Longa being on the 
left, took possession of Gamarra Menor.

“  As soon as the heights were in our possession, the vil
lage of Gamarra Maior was most gallantly stormed and 
carried by Brigadier-General Robinson’s brigade of the 
5th division, which advanced in columns of battalions, under 
a very heavy fire of artillery and musketry, without firing 
a shot, assisted by two guns of Major Lawson’s brigade of 
artillery. The enemy suffered severely, and lost three pieces 
of cannoQ.
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44 The Lieutenant-General then proceeded to attack tfie 
tillage of Abechuco, with the 1st division, by forming a 
strong battery against it, consisting of Captain Dubounlieu’» 
brigade and Captain Ramsay’s troop of horse artillery, 
and, under cover of this fire, Colonel Halkett’s brigade 
advanced to the attack of the village, which was carried, 
the light battalion having charged and taken three guns and 
a howitzer on the bridge; this attack was supported by  
General Bradford’s brigade of Portuguese infantry.

44 During the operation at Abechuco, the enemy made the 
greatest efforts to repossess themselves of the village of 
Gainarra Maior, which were gallantly repulsed by the 
troops of the 5th division, under the command of Major- 
General Oswald. The enemy had, however, on the heights 
on the left of the Zadora, two divisions of infantry in 
reserve, and it was impossible to cross by the bridges till the 
troops which had moved upon the enemy’s center and left 
had driven them through Vittoria.

44 The whole then co.operated in the pursuit, which wai 
continued by all till after it was dark.

44 The movement of the troops under Lieutenant-General 
Sir Thomas G raham, and their possession of Gamarra arid 
Abechuco, intercepted the enemy’s retreat by the high road 
to France. They were then obliged to turn to the road 
towards Pamplona; but they were unable to hold any 
position for a sufficient length of time to allow their baggage 
and artillery to be drawn off. The whole, therefore, of 
the latter which had not already been taken by the 
troops in their attack of the successive positions, taken up 
by the enemy in their retreat from their first position on 
Aruney and on the Zadora, and all their ammunition and 
baggage, and every thing they had were taken, close to 
Vittoria. I have reason to believe that the enemy carried off 
with them one gun and one howitzer only.

44 The army under Joseph Bonaparte consisted of tha 
whole of the armies of the south and of the centre, and of 
four divisions, and all the cavalry of the army of Portugal, 
and some troops of the army of the North. General Foix’s 
division of the army of Portugal was in the neighbourhood 
of Bilboa, and General Clausel, who commands the army 
of the North, was near Longrono, with one division of 
the army of Portugal, commanded by General Topin, 
and General Vandermasen’s division of the army of the North,

44 The 6th division of the allied army, under Major- 
General the Honourable Edward Pakenham, was likewise 
absent, having been detained at Medina del Pomar for 
three days, to cover the march of our magazines and stores.”

J. AdcarI), Printer, 23, Bartholomew Close.
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