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A

S E R I O U S  A D D R E S S ,  & c.

A  Sound mind in a found body, is faid to be a 
Hate o f  the higheit human happinefs indi
vidually i when thefe blelfings are feparate, 

a found mind, wife and prudent Conduct, tend 
much to fupport and preferve an unfound body* 
O n the other hand, where the body is found, the 
conftitution ftrong and healthy, i f  the mind is un
found, the governing principle weak and feeble, the 
body feels the injuries which enfue, the health and 
conftitution often become enfeebled and ilck ly, and 
untim ely death clofes the fcene. T h is reafoning 
holds good politically, being fometimes realized 
in bodies politick, and perhaps never m ore' fo than 
in the conduit lately exhibited to mankind by 
Great Britain* Her. conftitution was found, ftrong, 
and firm, in a degree that drew admiration from 
the whole World; but, for want o f  a found m ind, her 
dire6ting and governing powers being imprudent 
and unwiie, to fuch a debilitated and ilckly ftate is 
this fine conftitution reduced, that, w ithout a change 
o f regimen, her deceafc may not be far remote.

America



Am erica is a child o f  this parent* who long flnce, 
with many fevere pangs, ftruggled into birth, and is 
now arrived to the ftate o f  manhood, and thrown oflf 
the reftraints o f  an unwife parent, is become matter 
o f his own w ill, and, like a lovely youth, hath flap
ped upon the ftage o f aftion, State phyficians pro
nounce his conftitution ttrong and found : the eyes 
o f the world are flngujafly Attentive to his cohdtiit, 
in order to determine with certainty on the found- 
nefs o f  his mind. It is the general Congrefs, as 
the head, that mutt give the colouring, and ftamp 
wifdom or folly on the counfels o f America. M ay 
they demonftrate to the world, that thefe blettings, 
a found mind in a found body, are in America 
politically un ited !

It was a claim o f  freedom unfettered from the 
arbitrary control o f others, fo eflenrial to free agents, 
and equally the gift o f our beneficent Creator to 
all his rational children, which put fleets and armies 
into motion, covered earth and Teas with rapine and 
carnage, disturbed the repofe o f  Europe, and ex- 
haufted the treafure o f nations. N ow is the time to 
demonftrate to Europe, to the whole world, that 
Am erica was ;n earneft, and meant what fhe faid, 
when, with peculiar energy, and unanfwerable rea- 
foning, ihe plead the caufe ofdiuman nature, and with 
undaunted firmnefs inlifted, that all mankind came 
from the hand ;o f their Creator equally free. L et 
not the world have an opportunity to charge her 
condud with a contradiction to her folemn and 
often repeated declarations; or to fay that her Tons 
are not real friends to freedom ; that they have been 
aituated in this awful conteft by no higher m otive 
than felfiihnefs and intereft, like the wicked fervant 
in the gofpel, who* after his Lord had forgiven his

debt,
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debt, which he was utterly unable to pay, ihewed 
the m oil cruel feverity to a fellow fervant for a tri
fling demand, and thereby brought on him felf a 
puniihment which his conduit ju ftly  merited, Y e  
rulers o f  Am erica beware ! L et it appear t o  future 
ages, from the records o f this day, that you not 
only profeifed to be advocates for freedom, but 
really were infpired by the love o f mankind, and 
wiihed to fecure the invaluable bleiHng to a l l ; that, 
as you difdained to fubmit to the unlimited control 
o f  others, you equally abhorred the crying crime 
o f  holding your fellow  men, as much entitled to 
freedom as yourfelves, the fubjeds o f  your undif- 
puted will and pleafure.

H owever habit and cuftotn may have rendered 
familiar the degrading and ignominious diflin&ians* 
which are made between people with a black fkin 
and ourfelves, I am not aihamed to declare m yfelf 
an advocate for the rights o f that highly injured 
and abufed people j and, were I mailer o f all the 
refiftlefs perfuafion o f T u lly  and Demoflhenes, could 
not employ it better, than in vindicating their rights 
as men, and forcing a blufh on every American 
flaveholder, who has complained o f  the treatment 
we have received from Britain j which is no more 
to be equalled, with ours to negroes, than a barley 
corn is to the globe we inhabit. M u it not every 
generous foreigner feel a fecret indignation rife in 
his breaft, when he hears the language o f  Americans 
upon any o f their own rights as freemen being in 
the lead infringed, and refte&s that thefe very people 
are holding thoufands and tens o f  thoufands o f  their 
innocent fellow men in the m oil debaiing and abje£t 
fiavery, deprived o f  every right o f  freemen, except 
light and air ? H ow iimilar to an atrocious pirate,

fetting
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fetting in all the folemn 
fentence o f death on a pi 
likeriefs by the ftandard o f 

T h e  firft fettlers o f  
thele colonies emigrated 
from England, under the 
fandtion o f royal charters, 
held all their lands under 
the crown, and were pro- 
ted ed  and defended by 
the parent date, who 
claimed and exerciied a 
control over their inter
nal police, and at length 
attempted to levy taxes 
upon them, and, by fta- 
tute, declared the colo
nies to  be under their ju- 
rifdidion, and that they 
had, and ought to have, 
a right to make laws to 
bind them in all cafes 
whatfoever.

T h e  American Con- 
grefe in their declaration, 
July; 1775, fay,

c< I f it were pojfible for 
pien who exercile their 
reafbn to. believe that the 
D ivine Author o f  our

pomp o f  a judge, palling 
;tty th ief L e t us try the 
fads,

A f r i c a  lies many 
thoufand milefc diftant, 
its inhabitant? as inde
pendent o f  us, as we are 
o f  them ; we fail there, 
and foment wars among 
them, in order that we 
may purchafe the prifo- 
ners, and encourage the 
Healing one another to 
fell them to us we bring 
them to .■ America, and 
confider them and their 
pofterity, for ever, our 
ilaves, fubjed to our ar
bitrary w ill and pleafure * 
and i f  they imitate our 
example, ‘ and offer by 
force to aftert their native 
freedom, they are con
demned as traitors, and 
a hafty gibbet ftrikes ter
ror on their furvivors, and 
rivets their chains more 
fecure*

D oes not this forcible 
reafoning apply equally 
to Africans ? H ave we a 
better right to enflave 
them and their pofterity, 
than Great Britain had 
to demand Three-pence



exigence intended a part 
o f  the human race to 
hold an abfolute property 
In, and an unbounded 
power over others, mark
ed out by infinite good- 
nefs and wifdom, as the 
obje&s o f  a legal domi
nation never rightly re- 
fiflible, however fevere 
and oppreiBve; the inha
bitants o f  thefe colonies 
might at leaft require 
from the parliament o f  
Great Britain fome evi
dence, that this dreadful' 
authority over them has 
been granted to that body. 
But a reverence for our 
great Creator, principles o f 
humanity, and the dictates 
o f common je n f3 muffc con
vince all thofe who refieit 
upon the fubjedt, that go
vernment was ioflituted 
to promote the welfare o f  
mankind, and ought to 
be adminiftered for the 
attainment o f  that end/* 

A g a i n  they fay ,—  
By this perfidy (H ow e's 

condu£t in Bofton) wives 
are jeparated from their 
bufbandSi children from 
their parents> the aged

(
per pound for an article 
o f  luxury we could do 
very well without ? A nd 
Oh i America, w ill not 
a reverence for our great 
Creator> principles o f  hu
manity 3 nor the dilates 
o f  common fenfe, awaken 
thee to rt'fieft, how far 
thy government falls fhort 
o f  impartially promoting 
the welfare o f  mankind, 
when its laws fuffer, yea, 
ju ftify  men in murder
ing, torturing, and abu- 
fing their fellow men, In 
a manner fhocking to hu
manity V*

9 )

H ow  abundantly more 
aggravated is our conduit 
in thefe refpeits to A fr i
cans, in bringing them 
from their own country, 
and feparating by fale 
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and Tick froth their re
lations and friends, who 
wîih to attend and comfort 
them ."

n  W e moil folemnly 
before G o o  and the 
world declare, that ex
erting the utmoil energy 
o f  thofe powers which 
our beneficent Creator 
hath gracioufly bellowed 
upon us, the arms we 
have been compelled by 
our enemies to aflume, 
we will in defiance o f 
every hazard, with un
abated firmnefs and per- 
feverance, employ for the 
preiervation o f our liber
ties, being with one mind 
refolved to die freemen 
rather than 1 ivefiaves.”  

“ W e exhibit to man
kind the remarkable fpec- 
tacle o f a people at-

thefe near conne&ions, 
never more to fee each 
other, or afford the leaft 
comfort or tender endear
ment o f focial life. But 
they are black, and ought 
to obey *„ we are white, 
and ought to rule.— Can 
a better reafon be given 
for the diftindtion, that 
H owe’s condudl is -perfi
dy, and ours innocent and 
blamelefs, and juftified by 
our laws ?

T h o u  wicked fervant, 
out o f thine own mouth 
ihalt thou be judged.—  
Is a claim to take thy 
property without thy con- 
fent fo galling, that thou 
wilt defy every hazard, 
rather than fubmit to it ? 
A nd at the fame time 
hold untold numbers o f 
thy fellow men in ilavery, 
(which robs them o f every 
thing valuable in life) as 

firmly rivetted by thee, as 
thou art refolved to ufe 
the utmoil energy o f thy 
power, to prelerve thy 
own freedom ?

H a v e  the Africans 
offered us the k a il  provo
cation to make us their
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tacked by unprovoked ene
mies ̂  without any impu
tation, or even iufpi.cion, 
o f  offence. — They boaft 
o f  their privileges and 
civilization, and yet prof
fer no milder conditions; 
than fervitude or death.1* 

iC I it our own native 
land, in defence o f  the 
freedom that is our births 
right, and which we ever 
enjoyed till the late vio
lation o f i t ; for the pro- 
te£lion o f our property 
acquired lolely by the 
honeft induftry o f our 
forefathers and oudelves  ̂
againft violence actually 
offered, we have taken up 
arms.”

I n a refolve o f  Con- 
grefs, October 1774, they 
fay,

4<i T h a t  the inhabi
tants o f the Enedifh co- * * ^
lomes m North-America, 
by the immutable laws o f  
nature, are entitled to life, 
liberty and property ; and 
they have never ceded to 
any fovereign power what
ever a right to difpofe o f  
either without their con- 
lent/'

enemies?— H ave their in
fants committed, or are 
they even fufpefled o f any 
offence ? And yet wq 
leave them no alternative, 
but fervitude or death.

T he unenlightened A f 
ricans, m their oym na
tive land, enjoyed free
dom, which was then- 
birthright, until the more 
favage Chnilians tranf- 
ported them by thoa- 
fandsj and fold them for 
Haves in the wilds o f 
America, to cultivate it 
for their lordly oppref 
fors.

W i t h  equal ju flice 
may negroes lay, B y the 
immutable laws o f nature, 
we are equally entitled to 
life, liberty and property 
with our lordly mailers, 
and have never ceded to 
any power whatever^ a 
right to deprive us there
of*

B 3



T o  the People o f Great 
Britain.

t£ K now then that we 
confider ourfelves, and do 
ihfift, that we are and 
ought to be, as free as 
our fellow-fubje&s in Bri
tain, and that no power 
on earth has a right to 
take our property from us 
without our confent/1

<c A re the proprietors 
o f  the foil or America 
lefs lords o f  their property 
than you are o f yours ? 
& c .—  Reafon looks with 
indignation on fuch dif- 
tinm ons, and freemen can 
never perceive their pro
priety ; and yet, however, 
chimerical and unjuft fuch 
difcriminations are ; the 
Parliament affert, that they 
have a right to bind us 
in all cafes without ex
ception, whether we con- 
fent or not ; that they may 
take and ufe our property 
when and in what manner 
they pleafe j that we are 
pensioners on their bounty 
for all we poftefs, and can 
hold it no longer than

D o e s  this reafoning 
apply more forcibly in 
favour o f  a white ikin 
than a black one? W h y 
ought a negro to be lefs 
free than the fubje&s o f  
Britain, or a white face 
in America ? H ave we 
not all one Father ? H ath 
not one God created us ? 
W h y do we deal treach- 
eroufly every man againft 
his brother ? M ai. ii. 10.

D  o Americans repro
bate this dodrine when 
applied to themfelves ? 
And at the fame time en
force it with tenfold rigor 
upon others, who are in
deed penfioners on their 
bounty for all they poffefŝ  
nor can they hold a tingle 
enjoyment o f  life longer 
than they vouchjafe to per- 
mit ?



they vouchfafe to per
mit.*1

<c I f neither the voice 
o f juftice, the dictates o f  
the law* the principles 
o f  the conftitution, or 
the fuggejlions o f  huma
nity} can reftrain your 
hands from fhedding hu- 

rnian blood in fuch an 
impious caufe j we mu ft 
then tell you, that we 
never w ill fubmit to be 
hewers o f  wood or draw
ers o f  water for any mi- 
niftry or nation on earth* 
A n d  in future, let jufiice 
and humanity ceafe to be 
the boaft o f  your na
tion ?’*

T o  the inhabitants o f  the 
colonies.

<c W e ig h  in the op- 
pofite balance, the end- 
lefs miferies you and your 
defcendants muft endure, 
from an eflablifbed arbi
trary power.1’

Y o u  who have read 
a defcription o f the in
human fcenes occafioned 
by the ilave-trade, in ob
tain inĝ  branding, tranj- 
porting, Jelling,, and keep
ing in fubje&ion millions 
o f human creatures $. re
flect a moment, and then 
determine which is the 
moil impious cauje: and 
after this, i f  neither the 
voice o f ju ft Ice ̂  nor fug- 
geftions o f  humanity, can 
reftrain your hands from 
being contaminated with 
the pradlice; ceaie to 
boafi the Chriftian name 
from him, who com
manded his followers <c to 
do unto others as they 
would others fhouid do 
unto them.*'

W h o  would believe 
the fame perfons, whole 
feelings are io exquifitely 
fenfible refpe&ing them- 
felves, could be fo cal
lous toward negroes, and 
the miferies which, by 
their arbitrary power 7 they 
wantonly inflidt.
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Declaration o f indepen

dence in Congrefs, 4th 
July, 1776. 
ct W e h<?ld thefe, truths 

to befelf-evident, that.#// 
men are created equals that 
they are endowed by their 
Creator with certain un
alienable rights ; that a- 
mong thefe are lifey, liber
ty , and the purjuit of hap-> 
pinefs
Declaration of rights o f 

Pennsylvania, July 15, 
1776.
“ T h a t  all mm are 

born equally free and in
dependent ̂  and have cer
tain natural inherent and 
unalienable rights, among 
which are, the enjoying 
and defending life and 
liberty, acquiring, pofief 
iing and prote&ing pro
perty, and purfuing and 
obtaining happinefs and 
fafety.”
Declaration o f rights o f 

Maffachufets, Sept. 1, 
1779.
“  A ll men are born free 

and equal, and have cer
tain natural, effential, and 
unalienable rights 1 among 
which may be reckoned

I f thefe foletnn truths.  ̂
uttered at fitch an awful, 
criiis, are f e l f  evident: un- 
lels we can fhew that the 
African race are not men̂ , 
words can hardly exprefs 
the amazement which nar 
rurally afifes on reflecting, 
that the very people who* 
make thefe pompous de
clarations are Have-hold
ers, and, by their legiila- 
tive, tell us, that thefe 
bleffings were only meant 
to be the rights of white 
men, not o f all men: and 
would feem to verify the 
oblervation o f  an eminent 
writer ; if W hen men 
talk o f  liberty, they mean, 
their own liberty, and fel- 
dom fuffer their thoughtsuJ
on that point to ftray to 
their neighbours/'
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the right o f enjoying and 
'defending their lives and 
liberties ; that o f acquir
ing, polieffmg and pro
tecting property; in fine, 
o f  feeking and obtaining 

Jafety and h&ppmejs?'
T h is  was the voice, the language o f  the fupreme 

council o f  America, in vindication o f  their rights as 
men, againit impoiidon and unjuil control: Yes, it 
was the voice o f  all America, through her represen
tatives in Solemn Congrefs uttered. H ow  dear, fu ll, 
and conclu iive! t( W e hold thele truths to be felf- 
evident, that all men are created equal, and endowed 
by their Creator with the unalienable rights o f  life, 
liberty, and the purfuit o f happinefs/* “  By the 
immutable laws ot nature all men are entitled to life 
and liberty/5 W e need not now turn over the libra- 
ries o f Europe for authorities to prove, that blacks 
are born equally free with w hites; it is declared and 
recorded as the fenfeof Am erica: Ceafe then ye cruel 
tafk-mafters, ye petty tyrants, from attempting to 
vindicate your having the fame inteneft in your fellow 
men as in your cattle, and let blulhing and confufion 
o f  face ftrike every American, who henceforth fhatl 
behold advertifements offering their brethren to fale, 
on a footing with brute beafts.

B u t  what ihall I fay \ Forgive it, Oh Heaven, but 
give ear, Oh earth ! while we are execrating our 
parent ftrate with all the bitternefs o f  invective, for 
attempting to abridge our freedom, and invade our 
property  ̂ we are holding our brethren in the moil 
fervile bondage, caft out from the benefit o f our la-wŝ  
and fubje<5ted to the cruel treatment o f  the moil im
perious and favage tempers, without rsdrefs, without 
advocate or friend.

O ur



O ur rulers have appointed days for humiliation, 
and offering up o f  prayer to our common Father to 
deliver us from our oppreffors, when fighs and groans 
are piercing his holy ears from oppreilions which we 
commit a thoufand fold more grievous : pouring forth 
blood and treaiure year after year in defence o f  our 
own rights; exerting the moil afiiduous attention and 
care to fecure them by laws and fanflions, while the 
poor Africans are continued in chains o f flavery, as 
creatures unworthy o f notice in thefe high concerns, 
and left fubjeft to laws difgraceful to humanity, and 
oppofite to every precept o f Chriilianity. One o f  
thefe in effe<5t gives fifteen pounds for the murder o f 
a ilave; that is, after a flave has abfconded a certain 
time, twenty pounds is given to any one who fhall 
bring his head, and but five pounds if  he is brought 
alive. Another, which impowers certain officers to 
feize negroes fet free, and fell them for the benefit o f 
governm ent: And, even during the prefent contell, 
negroes have been feized with the efiates o f perfons 
who had gone over to the Britiih, and fold by pub- 
lick  au&ion into perpetual flavery, and the proceeds 
caff into the flock for the defence o f  American liberty. 
O f  the fame complexion is an inftance in N ew -Jerfey: 
A  female Quaker, about feven years fince, manu
mitted her negroes ; the times having reduced her fo, 
as to be unable fully to difcharge a debt for which 
£be was only furety ; the creditor, a great declaimer in 
behalf o f American freedom, although he was offered 
his principal money, obtains a judgment, levies on 
thefe free negroes, who, by the affiftance o f  fome real 
friends o f freedom, procured a habeas corpus, and 
removed their cafe before thejuftices o f the fupreme 
court. H ow  many fuch mock patriots hath this day 
difcovered, whofe flinty hearts are as impervious to

( Ifi )
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the tender feelings o f  humanity and commiferation 
as the nether m ilftone> can fport with the rights o f  
'men $ wallow and riot in the plunder* which their 
unhallowed hands have fqueezed from others ! But 
only touch their immaculate interefts* and what an 
unceaiing outcry invades every ean A  love for m y 
country* a regard for the honour o f America* raifes 
an ardent wifh, that this pidlure may never be realized 
in her rulers.

I t  may be objected that there are many difficulties 
to be guarded againft in fetting o f negroes free* and 
that* were they all to be freed at once* they would 
be in a worfe condition than at p refen r. I admit 
that there is fome weight in thefe objedtions; but 
are not thefe difficulties o f our own creating ? And 
muft: the innocent continue to fuifer* becaufe we 
have involved ourfeives in difficulties ? L et us do 
juftice as far as circumftances will admit* give fuch 
meafure as we aik, if  we expeft Heaven to favour 
us with the continuance o f  our hard earned liberty. 
T h e work muft be begun* or it can never be com
pleted. cc It is begun, and many negroes are fet 
free.”  True* it is begun* but not in a manner likely  
to produce the deft red end̂  the entire abolition o f  
flavery. T h is is the buftnefs o f  the fuperintending 
authority, the main fpring which gives motion to 
the whole political machine ; which, were they to 
undertake in good earneft, I have no doubt but we 
ihould foon fee a period fixed* when our land ihould 
no longer be polluted with Have-holders* nor give 
forth her rncreafe to feed Haves : and indeed it  hath 

\ been a matter o f  wonder to many* that that body,

I who have been fo much employed in the ftudy and 
defence o f the rights o f  humanity, ihould fufFer fo 
many years to elapfe without any effe&ual movement 

& C  in

( 17 )



C i s  )

in this bufinefs. Had they, with the declaration o f  
independence, recommended it to the different L e- 
giflatures to provide laws, declaring, that mo perfon 
imported into, or born in Am erica after that date, 
ihould be held in flavery; it would have been a Hep 
correfpondent with our own claims, and, in time, 
have completed the work, nor can 1 fee any impro
priety, but what the nature o f the cafe w ill ju ilify , 
to have it Hill take place.

T o  ihew the necefiity o f  this matter taking its 
rife at the head, if  any thing effectual is done, I 
m ay initance the Quakers. Some among them, it is 
faid, always bore a teilim ony againil flavery from 
its firft introduction, and the uneafinefs increafing, 
advices were given forth, cautioning their members 
againil being concerned in importing Haves, to ufe 
thofe well whom they were poffeifed of, fchool their 
children, but fome o f the foremoil o f  that 
fociety having experienced the profits o f  their labour, 
no effectual flop could be put to the practice, though 
many became uneafy, and fet their negroes free, until 
the difficulties attending the late French and Indian 
war, brought the rights o f men into a more clofe 
infpeCtion, when a rule was agreed upon, prohibiting 
their members from being concerned with importing, 
buying, or felling o f ilaves; and fome years after a 
further rule was made, enjoining all thofe who held 
Haves to fet them free, otherwife to be feparated from 
religious memberffiip.— T h e work was then foon 
accomplifhed, and they now fay there are very few 
members belonging to the yearly meeting o f  Phila
delphia who hold a Have.

W hen a grievance is general, it is but trifling to 
apply partial means * it is like attempting to deflroy 
a great tree by nibbling at its branches. It is only

the



the fupreme power* which pervades the whole* that 
can take it up by the roots. T h e  difquifitions and 
reafomngs of the prefent day on the rights o f  men* 
have opened the eyes o f multitudes, who clearly fee, 
that, in advocating the rights o f humanity, their 
ilaves are equally included with themfelves, and that 
the arguments which they advance to convift others, 
rebounds with redoubled force back on themfelves, 
fo that few among us are now hardy enough to ju d ify  
flavery, and yet will not releafe their ilaves; like 
hardened iinners, acknowledge their gu ilt, but dif- 
cover no inclination to reform* It is true thefe con- 
vidlions have occafioned the releafe o f many ilaves, 
and two or three dates to make fome feeble efforts 
looking that w a y ; but 1 fear, after the funihine o f  
peace takes place, we have little more to expert, 
unlefs the fovereign power is exerted to finiih this 
fin, and put an end to this crying tranfgreffiOn*

L et me now addrefs that auguft body, who are 
by their brethren clothed with fovereign power, to 
fit at the lielm, and give a direction to the impor
tant concerns o f the American union. Y ou , gen
tlem en, have, in behalf of Am erica, declared to 
Europe, to the world, £t That all men are bom 
equals and, by the immutable laws o f nature, are 
equally entitled to liberty,”  W e expert, mankind 
e x p e ls , you to demonftrate your faith by your 
works', the fincerity o f your words by your aBirms, in 
g ivin g the power, with which you are inveded, its 
utmoft energy in promoting equal and impartial liberty 
to all whole lots are cad within the reach o f its 
influence ; then will you be revered as the real 
friends o f mankind, and efcape the execrations which 
puriue human tyrants, who ihew no remorfe at fa- 
crificing the eafe and happinefs o f any number of
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their fellow-men to the increafe and advancement 
Of their own, are wholly regardlefs o f others rights, 
if  theirs ate but fafe and fecure, .W e are encouraged 
in this expe&ation by the fecond article o f  your 
non-importation agreement in behalf o f America, 
O ftober 1774J viz. ** That we will neither import 
rior purchafe any Have imported after the firft day 
o f December next> after which time we will wholly 
difcontinue the ilave-tradej and will neither be con
cerned in it ourfelves, nor will we hire our veftels, 
ndr fell our commodities or manufactures to thofe 
who are concerned in it.”  And much would it have 
been for the honour o f America, had it been added 
and confirmed by laws in each ftate (nor will we 
fuffet fuch a iligm a to remain on our land, as that 
it can produce ilaves, therefore no child, born in any 
o f the United States after this date, fhall be held in 
ilavery),— But the children o f {laves are private pro
perty* and cannot be taken from their matters with
out a eompenfation. W h a t! After it hath fo often been 
echoed from America, ff A ll men are born equally 
free.”  cc N o man or body o f men can have a leg i
timate property in, or control over their fellow-men^ 
but by their own confent exprefted or im plied.”  Shall 
we now difown it, in order to hold our Haves ? For
bid it all honett men-, it is treafon againft the rights 
o f humanity, againft the principles upon which the 
American revolution ftands, and by which the pre- 
fent conteft can only be juftified* to deny it, is to 
ju ftify Britain in her claims, and declare ourfelves 
rebels. Wherefore our rulers undoubtedly ought to 
give thefe principles, thefe laws which themfelves 
have declared immutable, a due force and efficacy. 
This every wfell-wiiher to their country, either in a 
religious or political fenfe, have a right to afk and
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expe6h B ut we have laws that will maintain us in 
the poffeSIon o f our ilaves : “  T h e fundamental law 
o f  nature being the good o f  mankind, no human 
fan&ions can be good, or valid again# it, but are o f  
themfelves void, and ought to be rdifted.** L ock, 
Therefore none can have ju ft caufe o f  complaint, 
ihonld fo defirable an event take place, as that no 
perfon brought into, or bom within any o f  the United 
States after the declaration o f  independence, lhall be 
held a (lave.

W hen I read the conftitutions o f  the different 
ftates, they afford a mournful idea o f the partiality and 
felfifhnefs o f  man ,* the extraordinary care, and wife 
precautions they manifeft to guard and fecure our 
own rights and privileges, without the leaft notice 
o f  the injured Africans, or gleam o f  expectation 
afforded them, o f being fharers o f the golden fruit
age, except in that o f the Delaware ftate, who, to 
their lafting honour, while they were hedging in 
their own, provided again# the invaflon o f  the rights 
o f others* By the twenty-fixth article o f their con- 
ftitution they refolve, that “ N o perfon hereafter 
imported into this ftate from Africa, ought to be 
held in flavery under any pretence whatever ■, and no 
negro, Indian or mulatto Have, ought to be brought 
into this ftate for fale from any part o f  the world.’* 
H ad they went further, and made provifion, by which 
flavery muft at length have terminated within their 
jurifdi6tion, it would have been doing fame thing 
to the purpofe ; and, as this is the only conftitution 
in which pofterity will fee any regard paid to that 
abufed people, I hope the fame humane coniidera- 
ttons which led them fo far, w ill induce them to take 
the lead in doing their part toward putting an effec
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tual end to this crying evil, which will ever remain 
a ilain to the annals o f America. *

A nd you who in the feveral dates are clothed 
w ith legiilative authority, and have now an oppor
tunity o f difplaying your wifdom and virtue by your 
laws freed from every foreign control, although this 
people were below notice, and their rights and inte- 
reft thought unworthy o f a fanftion in your confti- 
tu tion s; let me befeech you, if  you wiih your coun
try  to efcape the reproach and lading infamy o f 
denying to others what Jhe hath fo often, and in the 
m od concludve language, declared were the rights 
o f  all j i f  you wild to retain the name o f Chndians, 
o f  friends to human nature, and o f looking up ac
ceptably in prayer to the common Father o f men, 
to deal with you in the fame tendernefs and mercy 
as you deal with others; that you would even now 
regard the rigorous oppreflions o f his other children, 
and your brethren, which they differ under laws, 
which you only can abrogate. View  your negro laws 
calculated not to protect and defend them, but to 
augment and heighten their calamitous fituation ! 
Cad out and rejected by the regulations formed for 
the defence and fecurity o f  the rights and privileges, 
and to guard and improve the morals and virtue o f 
the w hites: Left open to the gratification of every 
paflion and criminal commerce with one another, as 
though they were brutes, and not m en; fornication, 
adultery, and all the rights o f  marriage union among 
blacks, confidered beneath the notice o f  thofe rules

* When this was written, I  had, by Information, been led to 
believe, that the late Pennfylvania Have law was very partial and 
inadequate ; but have fince learned, that it is a judicious and well 
copitrufted law, which provides for the entire abolition of Havery 
in tfyat Hate*
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and fanitions formed to humanrze and retrain cor*■ 
rupt nature, or the regard o f thofe whole duty it is 
to enforce them . Yes, blufh Americans ! Y e  have 
laws, with fevere penalties annexed, againft thde 
crimes when committed between w h ites; but, i f  
committed by blacks, or by whire men with black; 
women, with the aggravated circumftances o f force 
and violence, they pafs as fubjeits o f  mirth, not 
within the cognizance o f law, or magiflrates inquiry, 
and Iofe the very name o f crimes. Hence children 
often become familiar with theft feenes o f  corruption 
and wickednefs* before they are capable o f  diftin- 
guifhing between the duties o f Chriftianity, and the 
appetites o f  unreftrained nature, N o marvel then 
i f  ilave-holders are often fcourged by the vices o f  
th e ir . own - offspring, which their untutored flavea 
have been a means o f  infli&ing— children who, in- 
ftead o f  being educated in the: nurture and admo
nition o f  the Lord, are too often nurtured in pride, 
idleneis, IewcLnefs, and the indulgence o f  every na
tural appetite ; that, were there no other induce
ment, this flngly is fufHcient to caufe every real 
Chriftian to lift a hand againft, and exert their mmoft 
influence in, bringing rhis hydra m ifehief to a pe
riod. But when we coniider the accumulated guilt, 
in other refpefts, abundantly fet forth by other 
writers on this fubjeft, brought on this land through 
the introduction o f  this infernal traffick, at a time 
when we were denied the privilege o f making laws 
to check the m ighty evi l j  and that near ten years 

.have now elapfed ftnee this reftraint hath been re
moved, and no effe&ual advance yet made towards 
loofing the bands o f  wickednefs, and letting the op- 
preffed go free, or even o f putting it  in a train 
whereby it may at length come to an end -3 I  fay, it is

a matter



a matter o f anxious forrow* and affords a gloom y 
prefage to the true friends o f  Am erica, H ave we 
reafon to expeft, or dare we aik Of him; whofe ways 
ate alt equah the continuance o f  his bleflxngs to us* 
Whilft our ways are fo unseat.

I lhall now conclude with the words o f Congrefs 
to the people o f  England* a little  varied to fu k  the 
prefent fubjeft. /

“ I f neither the voice o f  juftice* the di&atcs o f 
humanity* the rights o f  human naturcy and eiiabljfh- 
ment o f  impartial liberty now in your power, the good 
o f  your countryy nor the fear o f  an avenging God, can 
reftrain your hands from this impious practice o f  hold
ing your fellow-men in Jlavery: m aking traffick of* 
and advcrtifing in your pu blink prints for fale as 
common merchandize* your brethren poiTeffed o f  im
mortal fouls equal with yourfelves; then let jufticey 
humanity, advocates fo r  liberty* and the iacred name 
0.f Chriftians, ceaie to be the haft o f  American rulers

A F A R M E R .
February*, 178$.
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