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. TULLIUS CICERO.
S E C  T> I X.

I C E R O . was prefent at the death of Ctefar a. Urb. 70% 
iii the Senate ; where he had the pleafure, he tells Cic. 63, 
u s, to fee the tyrant perifli as he deferved \ B y Coff 
this accident yhe was freed at once from all fub- Amtoni 
jedrori to a fuperior , and all the uneafmefs and^neLius Do" 
indignity of managing a power , \yhich everyXABELLA 
moment could opprefs him. He was now with
out competition the firft Citizen in Rome ; the 
firft in that credit and authority both with the 
Senate and People , which illuftrious merit and 
fervices will neceffarily give in a free City. The 
Confpirators confidered him as fuch 5 and reckoned 
upon him as their fure friend : for they had 
no fooner finiflied their work , than Brutus 9 
lifting up his bloody dagger , called out upon 
him by name , to congratulate with him on the 
j ecovery of their liberty : and when- they alt
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, ran out prefently after into the Forum , with 
their daggers in their'hands , proclaiming liberty 
to the City , they proclaimed at the fame time 
the name of Cicero ; in hopes to recommend the 
juftice of their act, by the credit of his appro
bation \

This gave Antony a pretence to charge him 
afterwards in public , with being privy to the 
confpiracy, and the principal advifer of it 4 : 
but it is certain, that he was not at all acquainted 
with it : for though he had the ftrideft friendfliip 
with the chief adors, and they the greateft con
fidence in him, yet his age , charader , and dig
nity , rendered him wholly unfit to bear a part 
in an attempt of that nature; and to embark 
himfdf in an affair fo defperate , with a number 
of men , who* excepting a few of their Leaders, 
were all either too young to be trufted , or to 
obfcure, even to be known by him *. He could 
have been of little or no fervice to them in the 
execution of the ad 3 yet of much greater in ju t  
tifying it afterwards to the City , for having had 
no {hare in it, nor any perfonal intereft , to make 
his authority fufpeded. Thefe were the true 
reafons without doubt , why Brutus and Caffius 
did not impart the defign to him : had it been 
from any other motive , as fome writers have 
■ fuggefted , or had it admitted any interpretation 
injurious to his honor , he mud have been often 
reproached with it by Antony , and his other ad- 
verfaries of thofe times , who were fo ftudious to 
invent and propagate every calumny that could



depfefshis credit. I  cannot however entirely acquit 
him of being in fonìe degree accettary  to the 
death of Csefar : for it is evident from leverai of 
hi* letters , that he had an expectation of fuch an 
attempt , and from what quarter it would come ; 
and nòt only expected, but wiflied t̂ : he pro- 
phefied very early , that Cæfar’s reign could not 
lad fix months, but muft necettarily fall , either 

✓  by violence * or of itfelf ; and hoped to live to fee 
it 6 : he knew the difaffection of the greateft and 
bed of the City ; which they expreffed with great 
freedom in their Letters, and with much more , we 
may imagine , in their private converfation : he 
knew thè fierce and haughty fpirit of Brutus and 
Caffius , and their impatience of a JVIafter; and 
cultivated a ftrid Corrèfpondence with them 
both at this time, as if for the opportunity of 
exciting them to Tome ad of vigor. On the 
news, that Atticus fent him , of Csefars image 

vbeing pladed in the Temple of Quirinus adjoining 
to that of the Goddefs Salus ; I had rather, fays he 
have him the Comrade of Romulus, than of the 
Goddefs Safety 7 : referring to Rom uliss fate, 
of being killed iil the Senate. In another Letter 
it feems to be intimated , that Atticus and he had, 
been contriving , òr talking at lead together, how 
Brutus might be fpirited up to fonìe attempt of 
that kind, by letting before him the fame and 
glory of his Aticeftors : ic Does Brutus then tell 
u us w, fays he , “  that Csefar brings with him glad 
u tidittgs to honed nien ? where will he find them ? 
“  ûnlefe hë hangs himfelfi But how' fècürély is
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“  he now intrenched on all Tides ? What ufe then 
H of your fine invention ; the pidure of old Brutus

and Ahala with the verfes under, which I faw 
“  in your Gallery ? Y et what after nil ca'n he 
“  d o8 ? ” One cannot help obfcrving likewife, 
in his Pieces , addrefled about this time to 
Brutus, hdw - artfully he falls into a lamentation 
of the times., and of the particular unhappin'efs 
of Brutiis himfelf, Jn  being deprived by them 
o f all the hopes and ufe of his great talents ; 
putting him1 in mind at the fame time of his 
double defcent from Anceilors, who had acquired 
immortal glory by delivering Rome from fervi- 
tude. Thus he concludes his treatife on famous 
Orators.

a When I look upon you , Brutus , I am 
grieved to fee your youth running, as it were, 

“  in full ’ career through the midfi: of glory, 
“  flopp’d ibort by the wretched fate of your 
“  Country. This grief Tits heavy upon me , and 
“  on our common friend Atticus , the partner of 
“  my affé cl ion , and good opinion of you : we 
“  heartily, wifii you w ell; wifli to fee you reap 
“  the fruit of your virtue and to live in a 
“  Republic , that may give you the opportunity, 
“  hot only to revive , but to increafe the honor 
“  and memory of the two noble families , from 
“  which you defcend —  for the Forum was 
“  wholly yours ; yours all that courfe of glory: 

you , of all the young pleaders, brought thither, 
“  not only a tongue , ready formed by the 
“  exercife of fpeaking, but had enriched your

: : /
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M. T. C I C E R O . 5

“  Oratory by the furniture alfo of the feverer 
“  arts ; and by the help gf the fame arts had 

joined to a perfedion of eloquence the 
44 ornament of every virtue. We are doubly 

* 44 forry therefore on your account , that you 
“  want the benefit of the Republic ; the Republic 

of you : but though this odious ruin of 
€g the City extinguifhes the life of your abilities, 
“  go on ftill , Brutus , to purfue your ufual 
“  ftudies, &c. ”

Thefe paifages feem to give a reafonable 
ground to believe, that Cicero , though a ftranger 
to the particular counfels of the Confpirators, had 
yet a general notion of their defign , as well as 
fome Chare in promoting it. In his reply to 
Antony’s charge , he does not deny his expeda- 
tion of it , freely owns his joy for it , and thanks 
him for giving him an honor , which he had not 
merited, of bearing a part in it; he calls i t , ic the 
“  moil glorious a d , which had ever been done, 
44 not only in that , but in any other C ity , in 
41 which men were more forward to ciaimafhare, 
44 which they had n o t, than to diffemble that 
44 which they had; that Brutus’s reafon for calling 
44 out upon him , was to fignify , that he was 
44 then emulating his praifes , by an a d , not 
44‘ unlike to what he had done : that if to with 
44 Czefar s death was a crime , to rejoice at it was 
44 the fame ; there being no difference between 
46 the advifer and the approver ; yet excepting 
44 Antony and a few more, who were fond of 

having a K in g , that there was not a man in
B  3
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ft Rome , who did not defire to fee the fad 
“  committed ; that all honed men , as far as it 
<c was in their power, concurred in i t ; that fome 
“  indeed wanted the counfel, fome the courage , 
“  fome the opportunity , but none the will to 

do i t , &c. V"
The news pf this fqrprifmg fad raifed a ge

neral confternatipn through the City ; fo that 
the firft care of the jConfpirators was to quiet 
the minds of the People, by proclaiming peace 
and liberty to all, and declaring , that no farther 
violence was intended to any. They marched put 
therefore in a body ; with a Cap as the enfign of 
liberty, carried before them on a Spear 10; and 
1̂1 a calrp and orderly manner proceeded through the 

Forum ; where , in the firft heat of joy for the 
death of the4 T yrant, fey era] of the young Nobility, 
who had borq np part in the confpiracy , joined 
themfelye? to the company with fwords in 
their hands , put of an ambition to be thought 
partners in the ad 5 but they paid dear afterwards 
for that yanjty , and without any fhare of the 
glory , were involved in the ruin which it drew 
upon all the reft. Brutus defigned to have fpoken 
to the Citizens from the Roftra ; but perceiving 
them to be in too great an agitation to attend to 
fpeeches, and being uncertain what way the 
popular humor might turn, and khowipf that 
jhere w efe great ntimbers of Caefar s old foldiers 
in the City T who had been fummoned from all parts 
Jo attend him tp the Parthian w a r, he thought 
pFPP?f, yfith Accomplices , under tfce gqar<J
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of Deqimus’s Gladiators , to take refuge in the 
Capitol lr. Being here fecured from any imme- 
diare violence, he fummoned the people thither 
in the afternoon ; and in a fpeecli to them, which 
he had prepared, juilified his aft, and explained 
the motives of it , and in a pathetic manner 
exhorted them to exert themfelves in the defence 
of their country , and maintain the liberty now 
offered to them, againd all the abettors of the late 
tyranny. Cicero prefently followed them into 
the Capitol, with the bed and greateft part of 
the Senate, to deliberate on the proper means of 
improving this hopeful beginning, and eftablifliing 
their liberty on a folid and lading foundation.

Antony in ' the mean while , fhpcked by the 
hardinefs of the a d , and apprehending fome dan
ger to his own life, dripped bimfelf of his con- 
fular robes, and fled home in difguife; where he 
began to fortify his houfe, and kept himfelf clofp 
all that day 1 1 ; till perceiving the pacific conduct 
of the confpirators, he recovered his fpirits , and 
appeared again the next morning in public.

While things were in this fituation , L. Con* 
nelius Cinna, one of the'Praetors, who was near
ly allied to Csefar , made a fpeech to the people 
in praife of the confpirators ; extolling their ad 
as highly meritorious , and exhorting the multU 
tude to invite them down from the Capitol , and 
reward them with the honors due to the deliver-: 
ers of their country; then throwing off bis Prae
torian robe, he declared , that he would not wear 
it any longer, as being bedowed upon him by

M. T. C I C E R  a
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> ' Tyrant, and not by the laws. But the next 
day, as he was going to the Senate, fbme of 
Ccefar’s Veteran foldiers, having gathered a mob 
pf the fame party, attacked him in* the ftreets 
with vollies of ftones , and drove him into a 
houfe* which they were going prefe n tty to fet 
on fire, with defign to have burnt him in it , if 
Lepidus had not come to his refcue with a body 
pf regular troops rj.

Lepidus was at this time in the fuburbs of 
Rom e, at the head of an army, ready to depart 
for the government of Spain , which had been 
affigned tp him by Caefar, with a part of Gaul. 
In the night therefore, after Csefar’s death, he 
filled the Forum with his troops , and finding, 
himfelf fuperior tp any man in power, began to 
think of making himfelf mailer of the C ity , and 
taking immediate revenge on the Confpir-ators: 
but being a weak and Vain naan,. Antony eafily 
(diverted him from that defign, and managed him 
to his own views: tC He reprefented the hazard 
cc and difficulty of the attempt, while the Senate, 

the C ity , and all Italy were againfl them: 
u that the only way to effed what they wifbed, 
“  was to diffemble their real purpofe; to recom- 
“  mend pacific counfels , and lull their adverfa- 
u ries afieep , till they had provided a flrength 

fufficient to opprefs them ; and that, as foon 
“  as. things were ripe, he would join v/ith him 
M very heartily in avenging Caefar’s death.” -— 
With thefe remonftrances he pacified him; and 
to render the union the firmer, and to humor



his vanity at the fame time, gave his Daught^^ 
in marriage to Lepidus’s Son , and aftifted him to 
feize the High Priefthood , vacant by Caefar’s 
death, without any regard to the ordinary forms 
of eledion r\ Having thus gained Lepidus into 
his meafures, he made ufe of his authority and 
his forces, to harafs and terrify the oppofite par
ty , till he had driven the Confpirators out of the 
City : and when he had ferved his purpofes with 
him at home , contrived to fend him to his go
vernment, to keep the Provinces and the Com
manders abroad in proper refped to them; and 
that, by fitting down with his army in the neareft 
part of G aul, he might be ready for any event, 
which fhould require his help in Italy.

The Confpirators in the mean while had form
ed no fcheme, beyond the Death of Caefar ; but 
feemed to be as much furprifed and amazed at 
what they had done, as the reft of the City: 
they trufted entirely to the integrity of their 
caufe; fancying, that it would be ftifficient of 
itfelf to effed all that they expeded from it, and 
draw an univerfal concurrence to the defence of 
their common liberty ; and taking it for grant
ed, that Caefafs fate, in the height of all his 
greatnefs, would deter any of his Partifans from 
aiming at the fame power: they placed withal a 
great confidence in Cicero'S authority , of which 
they affured,themfelves as their ow n, and were 
not difappointed; for from this moment he re- 
folved at all adventures to fupport the credit of 
the men , and their a d » as the only means lef^T



of recovering the Republic. He knew, that the 
people were all on their fide; and , as long a$ 
force was removed, that they were mailers of 
the C ity : his advice therefore was*, to ufe their 
prefent advantage , and in the confternation of 
Csefar’s party , and the zeal and union of their 
own, that Brutus andCaffius, as Praetors, ihouid 
call the Senate into the Capitol, and proceed tq 
fome vigorous decrees, for the fecurity of the 
public tranquillity li. But Brutu$ was for marching 
calmly, and with all due refpedl to the authority 
of the Conful; and having conceived hopes of 
Antony , proppfed the fending a deputation to 
him, to exhort him to meafures of peace: Cicero 
remonftrated againft i t ; nor would be prevailed 
with to bear a part in it ; he told them plainly,

• “  that there could be no fafe treaty with him;
that as long as he was afraid of them» he 

“  wquld promife every thing; but when his 
** fears were over, would be like himfelf, and 
“  perform nothing: fo that while the other con* 
“  fular Senators were going forwards and back* 
ct wards in this office of mediatiori, he ftuck to 
“  his point, and (laid • with the reft in the Ca^

pitol , and did not fee Antony for the two 
“  fir ft days ‘

The event confirmed what Cicero foretold* 
Antony had no thoughts of peace or of any good 
to the republic: his foie view w as, to feize the 
government to himfelf , foon as he ihouid be 
jn condition to do i t ; and then, on pretence of 
yevengiqg Cxfar’s deatji, tQ deftrpy a{l thofe,
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who were likely to opppfe him: as his bufinefs 
therefore w as, to gain time by diffembling and 
deceiving the Republican‘Party into a good opi
nion of him ; fo all his anfwers were mild and 
moderate ; profeffing a fincere inclination to 
peace, and no other defire, than to fee the Re
public fettled again on its old baiis. T w o days 
pailed in mutual affurances from both fides , of 
their difpofition to concoi-d and amity ; and 
Antony fummoned the Senate on the third , to 
adjuft the conditions of i t , and confirm them by 
fome folemn adt. Here Cicero as the heft foun
dation of a lading quiet, moved the affembly in 
the firft place, after the example of Athens, 
to decree a general amnefty, or a£t of oblivion, 
for all that was paifed; to which they unani- 
moufly agreed. Antony feemed to be all good- 
nefs j talked of nothing, but healing raeafures; 
and, for a proof of his fincerity, moved, that 
fthe Confpirators fhould be invited, to take part 
in their deliberations, and fent hi$ Son as an 
Hoftage for their fafety : upon which they all 
came down from the Capitol; and Brutus Tup
ped with Lepidus ; Caffius with Antony; and 
the day ended to the univerfal joy  of the city , 
who imagined, that their liberty was now crown
ed with certain peace1' .

There were feveral things, however, very 
artfully propofed and carried by Antony, on 
the pretence of public concord , of \vhich he 
afterwards made a mod pernicious u fe ; particu
larly , a decree for the confirm^tiqn of all Csefar s
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ails; this motion was fufpeded by many, who 
ftuck upon it for fome time, and called upon 
Antony to explain it , and fpecify how far it 
was to extend : he aiTured them , cc that no other 
<c ads were meant, than what were known to 
K< every body; and entered publicly on Cseiar s 
w regifter: they niked , if any perfons were to 
<c be reilored from exile; he faid, one only 
u and no more: whether any immunities were 
w granted to Cities or countries: he anfwered, 
€t none ; and contented , that it ihould pafs with 
<4 a reftridion, propofed by Ser. Sulpicius; that 
“  no grant, which was to take place after the 
4< Ides of M arch, ihould be ratified18 : ” this 
was generally thought fo reafonable, and An^ 
tony’s feeming candor had made fuch an im- 
preffion , that thofe who faw the mifehief of 
it ,  durft not venture to oppofe it :  efpecially 
as there was a precedent for it m the cafe of 
Sylla; and as it was fuppofed to relate chiefly 
to the veteran foidiers, whom it*was not pof- 
fible to oblige, or keep in good humor, without 
confirming the privileges and poffcffions , which 
Csefar had granted to them. But Brutus and his 
friends had private reafons for entertaining a bet
ter opinion of Antony, than his outward condud 
would juftify: Caefar had ufed him roughly on 
feverai occafions l* ; and they knew his refent- 
ment of it; and that he had been engaged with 
Trebonius, on Caefaris laft return from Spain, 
in a defign againft his life: and though he did 
not perform that engagement, yet they thought



it an obligation, as well as a proof of his con-( 
tinuing in the fame mind, that he had not dif- 
covered it: which was the reafon of their fparing 
him , when C^far was killed, and of Trebonius’s 
taking him afide, on pretence of b’ufinefs, left 
his behaviour on that occafion might provoke 
them to kill him to o 20.

But , as Cicero often laments, they had al
ready ruined their caufe , by giving Antony 
leifure to recollect himfelf, and gather troops 
about him, by which he forced upon them feve- 
ral other decrees againft their w ill; one of them 
in favor of the veteran foldiers* whom he had 
drawn up for that purpofe in arms about the 
Senate31; and another ftill worfe,? for the allow
ance of a public funeral to C se farw h ich  Atti- 
cus had been remonftrating againft both to Cicero 
and Brutus as pernicious to . the peace of the 
City : but it was too late to prevent it; Antony 
was refolved upon i t ; and had provided all 
things for i t ,  as the beft opportunity of inflam
ing the foldiers and the populace, and raifing 
fome commotions to the difadvantage of the 
Republican caufe; in which he fucceeded fo well, 
that Brutus and Caffius had no fmall difficulty to 
defend their lives and houfes from the violence 
of his m ob21. In this tumult, Helvius Cinna, 
one of the Tribunes, and a particular friend of 
Caefar, was torn in pieces by the rabble; being 
miftaken unluckily for the Praetor of that name, 
w h o , as it is faid above, had extolled the a<fl 
of killing Caefar in a fpeech from the Roftra:



this lb alarmed all thofe, who had any fimilitudd 
of name , with any of the Confpirators, that Ca
ins Cafca , another Senator, thought fit by a 
public advertifement, to fignify the difiindion of 
his perfon and principles from Publius Cafca, wh0 
gave the firft blow to Cælar43.

We are not to imagine, however, as it is com
monly believed , that thefe violences were owing 
to the general indignation of the Citizens, againft 
thé murderers of Csefar; excited either by thé 
îpedacle of his body, or the eloquence of Antony* 
.whp made the funeral oration: for it is certain, 
that Cæfar, through his whole feign, could never 
draw from the people any public lignification of 
their favor; but, on the contrary, was con- 
ftantly mortified, by the perpetual demonftrations 
of their hatred and difaffedioñ tó him. T h¿ café 
was the famé after his death : the memory of his 
tyranny was odious, and Brutus and Caffius the 
teal favorites of the City: as appeared on all oc- 
cafions , wherever their free and genuine fenfe 
could be declared, in the public Shows and The
atres 44; which Cicero frequently appeals to, as a 
proper encouragement to all honeft men* to ad 
\vith fpirit and vigor, in the defence of their com
mon liberty. What happened therefore at the 
funeral was the effed of artifice and fadion; the 
work of a mercenary rabble ; the greateft part 
flaves and flrangers , lifted and prepared for vio- 
áence, againft a party unarmed , and purfuing 
pacific counfels, and placing all their tiùft and
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ïecurity in the juflice of tliêir caufe. Cicero calls 
it a Confpiracy of Cæfar’s freedmen 15, who Were 
the chief managers of the tumult: in which the 
Jews feem to have born a confiderable part ; w ho, 
out of hatred to Pompey, for his affront to their 
City and Tem ple, were zeal ou fly attached to 
Czefar, and, above all the other Foreigners in 
Rom e, diftinguifhed themfelves, by thè expref- 
iions of their grief for his death ; fo as to ïpènd 
whole nights at his monument, in a kind of reli
gious devotion to his memory

This firfl: tafte of Antony's perfidy was à clear 
warning to the Confpirators, what little feafoti 
they had to depend upon him ; or to exped any 
fafety in the C ity , where hé had thé fovereign 
command , without a guard for their defence; 
which, though D* Brutus demanded for tfhêm, 
they could not obtain: whilft Antony, to alarm 
them ftill the more, took cateto let them knbw, 
"that the foldiers and the populace were fó enraged 
that he did not think it poffible for any of fthém tè 
be fafe 27. They all therefore quitted Rome : 
Trebônius itole away privately for A fia, to take 
poffeffion of that province, which had before 
been affigned to him ; being afraid of being pre
vented by the intrigues of Antony: D, Brutus-, 
for the fame reafon, poffeffed himfelf of the Cifah 
pine or Italic Gaul, which had been conferred up
on him likewife bÿ Cæiar in order to ftrength- 
en himfelf there againft all events, and by his 
neighbourhood to Rom e, to entourage and pro- 

. ted all the friends o f liberty : M . Brutte, aècom-

*



panied by Caffius, retired to one of his villas 
near Lanuvium, to deliberate about their future 
condud and to take fuch meafures, as the aĉ  
cidents o f the times and the motions of their 
enemies fhould make neceffary.

But as foon as the Confpirators were gone , 
Antony refumed his IVIaik., and as if the late vi
olences had been accidental only, and the hid
den tranfport of a vile mob, profeffed the fame 
moderation as before, and affe&ed to fpeak1 
with the greateft refped: of Brutus and Caffius; 
and by feveral feafonable acts, propofed by him 
to the Senate* appeared to have nothing fo much 
at heart, as the public concord: "among other, 
decrees he offered one, which was prepared and 
drawn up by himfclf, to aboliffi for ever the name 
and office of Dictator: this feemed to be a fure 
pledge of his good intentions, and gave an uni- 
verfal fatisfaclion to the Senate ; who pafled it , 
as it were , by acclamation, without putting it 
even to the vote; and decreed tl̂ e thanks of the 
houfe for it to Antony, who,, as Cicero after
wards told him, had fixed an indelible infamy by 
it on Csefar, in declaring to the world , that for 
the odium of his government, fuch a /decree was 
become both neceffary and popular 2S.

Cicero aifo left Rome foon after Brutus and 
Caffius , not a little mortified to fee things 
take fo wrong a turn, by the indolence of their 
friends; which gave him frequent occafionj to 
fa y , that the Ides of March had produced nothing, 
which plealed him, but the fad of the d ay , which

was
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was executed indeed with manly v igo r, but fupl 
ported by childiffi counfels *\ As he paffcd through 
the country, he found nothing but mirth and 
rejoicing in all the great Towns , on the account 
of Csefars death: a it is impoifible to exprefs , 
fays h e , w what joy there is every where: ho\V 

all people flock about me: how greedy they 
are to hear an account of it from me: yet 

<c what ftrange politics do we purfue ? What a 
<c folecifm do we commit ? T o  be afraid of 
w thofe, whom we have fubdued; to defend 

his a& s, for whofe death we rejoice; to fuffer 
<c Tyranny to live, when the Tyrant is killed; 
w and the Republic to be lo ft, when our liberty 
*  is recovered t l . ’*

Atticus fent him word of fome remarkable 
applaufe, which was given to the famed Come
dian , Publius, for what he had faid upon the 
ftage, in favor of the public liberty ; and that 
L. Caflius, the Brother of the Confpirator, then 
one of the Tribunes, was received with infinite 
acclamations upon his entrance into the Theatre 
which convinced him only the more of the mif- 
take of their friends in fitting ftill, and trufting 
to the merit of their caufe, while their enemies 
were ufing all arts to deftroy them. This general 
inclination, which declared itfelf fo freely on the 
fide of liberty , obliged Antony to ad  with caution, 
and as far as poffible to perfuade the C ity , that 
he was on the fame fide too : for which end he 
did another thing at this time both prudent and 
popular, in putting to death thePlmpoftorMarius,

V o l. 1IL C



who was now returned to Rom e, to revenge > as 
he gave out, the death of his kinfman Caefar : 
where fignalizing himfelf at the head of the mob, 
he was the chief Incendiary at the Funeral , and 
the fubfequent riots, and threatened nothing lefs 
than deftruftion to the whole Senate : but Antony, 
having ferved his main purpofe with him , of 
driving Brutus and the reft out of the C ity , or
dered him to be feized and ftrangled , and his 
body to be dragged through the Streets M : which 
gave him frefli credit with the Republicans ; fo 
that Brutus, together with Callius and other 
friends, had a perfonal conference with him about 
this time, which pafifed to mutual fatisfaftion*\

By thefe arts Antony hoped to amufe the Con- 
Ipirators, and induce them to lay afide all vigor
ous counfels ; efpecialiy, what he moil appre
hended, that of leaving Italy, and feizing fome 
provinces abroad, furniihed with troops and 
money; which might put them into a condition 
to aft offenfively : with the fame view he wrote 
an artful Letter to Cicero, to defire his confent to 
the reiteration of S. Clodius, the chief agent of 
P. Clodius, who had been feveral years in banifli- 
ment fpr outrages committed in the C ity ; chiefly 
againft Cicero himfelf, on whofe account he was 
condemned. Antony, by his marriage with Fulvia, 
the widow ofP. Clodius, became the proteftor of 
all that family, and the Tutor of young Publius, 
her fon ; which gave him a decent pretence of in- 
terefting himfelf in this affair. He jflures Cicero, 
** that he had procured a pardon for S. Clodius
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44 from Cxfar ; but did not intend to have made 
41 ufe of it, till he had obtained his confent; and 
44 though he thought himfelf now obliged to fup- 
44 port all Cxfar’s a d s ; yet he would not infill oh 
“  this againll his leave —— that it would be as 
“  obligation to young Publius, a youth of the 
44 greateft hopes, to let him fee, that Cicero did 
44 not extend his revenge to his Father’s Friends
44 ----- ; permit m e ,” fays he, -t to inflil thefe .fen*
u timents into the boy ; and to perfuade his tender 
44 mind, that quarrels are not to be perpetuated 
44 in families : and though your condition, I  
44 know, is fuperior to all danger; yet you will 
44 chufe, I fancy, to enjoy a quiet and honorable, 
14 rather than a turbulent old age laftly, I have 
44 a fort' of right to aik this favor of you ; fince I  
“  never refufed any thing to you : if I do not* 
“  however, prevail with you , I. will not grant it 
14 to Clodius ; that you may fee how great your 
“  authority is with m e: ihow yourfelf the more 
44 placable on that account*V

Cicero never hefitated about giving his confent* 
to what Antony could and would have done with
out it : “  the thing itfelf, he knew* Was fcandal- 
44 olis ; and the pardon laid to be granted by 
44 C xfar, a forgery; and that Caefar would never 
M have done it , or fuffered it to be done; and fo 
“  many forgeries of that kind began to be pub- 
44 lifiled every day from Cxfar’s books, that he 
44 was almoil tempted,11 he fays, ct to wilh for 
44 Cxfar again 3V’ He a^|^ered him, however, with 
great c ivility ; and in a ftrain of complaifanbe5

C i
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which correfponded but little with his real opinion 
of the Man : blit Antony’s public behaviour had 
merited fome compliments: arid under the prefent 
Hate of his power, and the uncertain condition 
*of their own party, Cicero refolved to obferVe all 
the forms of an old acquaintance with him ; till 
by fome overt ail againfl; the public intereft, he 
fhould be forced to confider him as an enemy

Antony made him but a cold rep ly ; having 
heard perhaps, in the mean time, of fomething 
which did not pleafe him in his conduct* He told 
him only, that his eafinefs and clemency were 
agreeable to him , and might hereafter be a great 
pleafure to himfelf ,f.

Cleopatra, the Queen of Egypt, was in Rome, 
when Csefat was killed; but being terrified by 
that accident, and the fubfequent diforders of the 
City, fhe ran away* prefently with great precipi
tation. Her authority and credit with Caefar, in 
Whole houfe fhe was lodged, made her info- 
lence intolerable to the Romans; whom ihe feems 
to have treated on the fame foot with her own 
Egyptians; as the fubjects of abfolutepower, and 
the Haves of a mailer, whom ihe commanded. 
Cicero had a conference with her in Csefar s gar
dens ; where the haughtinefs of her behaviour gave 
him no fmall offence. Knowing his tafte and char
acter , ffie made him the promife of fome prefent, 
very agreeable, but difobliged him the more by 
not performing it : he does not tell us what it was ; 
but from the hints whiclPlhe drops, it feems to 
have been ftatues or curiofities from E gyp t, for
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the ornament of his Library ; a fort of furniture, 
which he was peculiarly fond of, But her pride 
being mortified by Csefar’s fete, flie was now for
ced to apply to him ,by her Minifters for his 
affiflance in a particular fuit, that ihe was recom- 

* mending to the Senate, in which he refufecl to be 
concerned. The affair feems to have related to 
her Infant Son, whom fhe.pretended to beJCxfar’s, 
and called by his name; and was laboring to get 
him acknowledged as fuch at Rom e, and declared 
the Heir of her Kingdom ; as he was the year fol
low ing, both by Antony and O itavius; though 
C xfars friends were generally fcandalized at it, 
and Oppius thought it worth while to write a 
book , to prove?, that the child could not be Cae- 
far’s ” , Cleopatra had been waiting to accompany 
Caefer into the Eaft, in order tq preferve her in
fluence over him, which was very great: for 
after his death , Helvius Cinnay one of the T ri
bunes, owned* that he had a law ready prepared 
and delivered to him by Caefar, wi,th orders to 
publifh it , as foon as he was gone, for granting 
to him the liberty of taking what number of wives, 
and of what condition he thought fit, for the fake 
¿>f propagating children This was contrived 
probably to fave Cleopatra’s hqnor, and to legiti
mate bis iifue hy her; fince poligamy, and the 
marriage of a ftranger, were prohibited by the 
laws of Rome.
j Cicero touches thefe particulars in feveral places, 
though darkly and abruptly , according to the 
ftyle of his Letters to Atticus. “  The flight of

C 3



M the Queen,” fays he4 “  gives me no pain, Ï  
“  ihouid be glad to hear, what farther news 
“  there is of her and her young Caefar. I hate* 
“  thé Queen : her A gent, Ammonius, the wit- 
“  nefs and fponfor of her promifes to me, knows 
“  that I have reafon : they were things only1 
“  proper for a man of letters, and fuitable tô  
“  my charader ; fo that I ihouid not fcruple tt£ 
“  proclaim them from the RoÎtra. Her other: 
“ "Agent, Sara, is not only a rafcal, but has been*
“  rude "tó me. I never faw him at my Houfe but 
“  once ; and when I aiked him civilly, what 
“  commands he had for me, he faid, that he came to 
“  look for Atticus. As to the pride of the Queen ,
“  when 1 faw her in the Gardens, I can never think 
“  of it without refentment : I will have nothing 
“  therefore to dò with them : they take me to 
“  have neither fpirit , nor even feeling left 4Y*f 

Antony having put his affairs : into the bed 
train that he could , and appointed the firfl; of 
June for a meeting of the Senate, in order to t 
deliberate on the date of the Republic , took thé 
opportunity of that interval to make a progreft 
through Italy, for the fake of vifiting the quarters 
of the veteran foldiers , and engaging them to his 
fervice, by all forts of bribes and promifes. He 
left the government of the Cjty to Dolabella , 
whom Cæfar , upon his intended expedition to 
Parthia, had defigned and nominated to the 
Confulfliip : and though Antony had protefted 
againft that defignation, and refolved to obftrud 
its effed, yet after Cæfars death, when Dolabella,
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by the advantage of the general confufion, feized 
the enfigns of the office, and affumed the habit 
and charaiter of the conful, Antony quietly re
ceived, and acknowledged him as fuch at the next 
meeting of the, Senate

Cicero had always kept up a fair correfpondence 
with his fon in-law, though he had long known 
him to be void of all virtue and good principles: 
but he had now greater reafon than ever for in- 
fjnuating himfelf, as far as he was able, into his 
confidence; in order to engage him , i f  poflible, 
to the interefts of the Republic, and ufe him as 
a check upon the defigns of his colleague Antony; 
in which he had the greater profped of fuccefs, 
on the account of their declared enmity to each 
other. Dolabelfa greatly confirmed thefe hopes; 
and as foon as Antony had left the C ity , made 
all honed men think themfelves fure of him, by 
exercifing a mod fevere, as well as feafonable ail 
of difcipline, upon the difturbers of the public 
tranquillity. For the mob, headed by the Impoftor 
M arius, and the freedmen of G?efar, had ere&ed 
an altar in the Forum , on the fpot were Csefar’s 
body was burnt; with a Pillar o f Numidian 
M arble, twenty feet high, inferibed to the Father 
of his country. Here they performed daily Sacrifices 
and divine rites; and the humor o f  worfhipping 
at this new altar began to fpread itfelf fo fail among 
the meaner fort, and the flaves , as to endanger the 
peace and fafety of the City : for the multitudes 
which flocked to the place, fired with a kind 
of enthufiailic rage, ran furious about the {facets

C -4
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committing all forts of outrage and violence againft 
the fuppofed friends of liberty. But Dolabella put 
an end tp the evil at once, by demolifhing the 
Pillar and the Altar, and feizing the authors of, 
the diforders; and caufing fuch o f them , as were 
free, to be thrown down the Tarpeian R ock, 
and the flaves to be crucified. This gave an uni- 
yerfal joy to the C ity ; ; the whole body of the 
people attended the, Conful to his houfe; and in 
the Theatres gave him the ufual teftimony of their 
thanks by the loudeft. acclamations 4,.;

Cicero was infinitely pleafed with this act, and 
cnjpyed fpme lhare of the praife , fince it was 
generally imputed to the influence of his counfels: 
in a Letter upon it to Atticus ; - O my admirable 
“ Dolabella ! ” fays he, “ I now call him mine;
<c fo r , believe me, I had feme doubt of him 
“ before : the fad affords matter of great fpecula- 
<c tion ; to throw them down the Rock ; to 
“  crucify; demolifh, the Pillar; pave the area; 
cc in ihort, it is heroic. He has extinguished all 
fC appearance of that regret for Caefar, which was 
a  fpreading every day fo fail, that L began to 
“ apprehend fome danger to our Tyrantrkillers; 
— but I now agree with yo u , and conceiye; better 
5-c hopes , &c . 44. A g a i n  ; C£ O.the brave ad  of 
“  Dolabella, what a profped does it give us ? I 
“  never ceafe praifing and exhorting him.— our 
“ ^Brutus, I dare fay, might now walk fafely 
<c through the Forum, with a crown of gold upon 
“  ;his head : for who dares molefthim, when the 
^ rock or the crofs is to be their fate ? and when
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the very lowed of the people give fuch proofs
“  of their applaufe and approbation”  ? ” He wrote 
at the fame time from B ai®  the following- Letter 
to Dolabejla himfelf.

L - i
Cicero to Dolabella Conful.

“  Though I was content, my Dolabella, with 
“  your g lo ry , and reaped a fufficiency of pleafure 
“  from it; yet I cannot but own , that it gives 
“  me an inexpreflible joy , * to find the world 
“  aferibing to nie alfo fome fhare in your praifes. 
“  I have met with no body here, though I fee 
“  fo much company every day (for there are 
“  many worthy men now at this place for the 
“  fake of their health , and. many of my ac- 
“  quaintance from the great towns) who, after 
“  extolling you to the ikies, does not give 
“  thanks pjefently to m e; not doubting, as 
“  they all fa y , but it is by my precepts and ad-* 
“  vice , that you now fhow yourfelf to be this 
“  admirable Citizen» and Angular Conful: and 
“  though I could allure them with great truth 
“  that what you are doing flows wholly from 
“  yourfelf and your own judgment , and that 
“  you want not the advice of any one; yet I 
“  neither wholly aflent, left I fhould derogate 
“  from your merit , by making it feem to 
“  proceed from my counfei; nor do I ftrongly 
“  deny it , being myfelf perhaps more greedy of 
“  glory, than I ought to be. But that can ne- 
“  yer be a diminution to yo u , which was an

M. T. C I C E R O .



“  honor even to . Agamemnon the King of 
“  Kings, to have a Neftor for his counfellor ; 
“  while it will be glorious to m e, to fee a young 
“  Conful , the fcholar, as it were , of my difei- 
“  pline , flouriihing in the midft of applaufe. 
“ L. Cæfar , when I vifited him lately iick at 
“  Naples, though oppreffed with pain in every 
“  part of his body , yet before he had even fa- 
“  luted me , could not forbear crying out, O 
“ my Cicero! I congratulate with you on ac- 

count of the authority, which you have with 
“  Dolabella ; for if I had the fame credit with 
i f my Sitters Son, Antony,, we fhould all now 
“  be fafe ; byt as to your Dolabella , l  both 
“  congratulate with him, and thank him ; fince 
‘ -from the time of your Confulihip, he is thé 
“  only one, whom we can truly call a Conful: 
“  he then enlarged upon your a¿t, and the man
quer of it ; and declared , that nothing was 
^ ever greater, nothing nobler, nothing moré 
“  falutary to the ftate ; and this indeed is thé 
“  common voice of all. Allow me therefore, 
“  I beg of you, to take fome ihare, though it be 
“  a falfe one, in the poffeilion of another mans 
¥ glory ; and-admit me in fome degree into a 
“  partnerfhip of your praifes. But to be ferious, 
“ m y Dolabella , for hitherto I have been jo- 
“  king , I would fooner transfer all the credit 
“  that 1 have to y o u , if I really have any , than 
“  rob you of any part of yours : for as I have 
“  always had that fmcere affe&ion for you , to 
? which you have been no ftranger; fo now I
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“  am fo charmed by your late condud, that no 
“  love was ever more ardent. ' For , believe 
*■ me, there is nothing after all .more, engaging, 
‘ ‘ nothing more beautiful , nothing more love
r l y  than virtue. 1 have ever loved M- Brutus , 
“  you know , for his incomparable parts , Xweet 
“  difpofnion , ftngular probity, and firmnefs of 
“  mind: yet on the Ides of March , fuch anflac> 
“  ceiiion was made to my loye, that I wasifur- 
4‘ prifed to find any room for increafe ih>that, 
u which I had long ago taken to be 'full and 
“  perfed. Who could have thought it pdflr- 
“  ble , that any addition could be made to my 
.“ love of y o u?  Yet fo much has been added , 
“  that I feem but now at laft to love , before 
“  to have only efteemed you. What is it/there- 
“  fore that I mdft now exhort you to ? Is it to 

“ ‘ purfue the path o f dignity and glory? And 
“  as thofe do, who ufe to exhort, ihall 1 pro- 
14 pofe to you the examples of eminent men ? 
“  1 can think of none more eminent than your- 

felf. You mull imitate therefore yourfelf; con- 
r“  tend with -yourfelf; for after fuch great things 
u done, it would be a difgrace to you not to 
“  be like yourfelf. Since this then vis the cafe, 

- M there is no occafion to exhort , but to congra- 
“  tulate with you:  for that has happened to you, 
“  which fcaree ever happened to any m a n t h a t  
“  by the utmoft feverity of puniihing, inttead; of 
“ . acquiring odium , you are become popular; 
“  and not only with the, better fort; but the 
“  very meaneft of the City* I f  this was owin£
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44 to fortune, I ihould congratulate your feli- 
“  city ; but it was owing to the greatnefs of 
41 your courage, as well as of your parts and 
« wifdom. For I have read your fpeech to the 
44 people : nothing was ever more prudent; you 
44 enter fo deliberately and gradually into the 
u  reafon of your aft , -and retire from it fo art- 
“  fully, that the cafe itfelf, in the opinion of all; 
— appears to be ripe for punifhment. You have 
4 4 freed us therefore both from our danger and 
44 our fears, and have done an aft of the greateft 
“  fervice, not only to the prefent times f but for 
4< the example of it alfo to poflerity. You  are 
46 to confider, that the Republic now refts upon 
44 your fhoulders; and that it is your, part, not 
44 only to prpteft, but to adorn thofe men , from 
44 whom we have received this beginning of our 
44 liberty : but of this we ihall talk more fully

when We meet f <jgjairi , as I hope we fhall 
44 {hortly : in the mean w hile, fince you are now 
46 the common guardian both of the Republic 
44 and of us all, take care, my dear Dolabella* 
44 that you guard more efpecially* your own 
44 fafety 4V*

In this retreat from Rome he had a mind to 
make an excurfion to Greece, and pay a vifit to 
his Son at Athens, whofe conduft did not! pleafe 
him, and feemed to require his prefence to reform 
and fet it right 4r. But the news of Dolabella s 
behaviour, and the hopes which it gave of gain* 
ing the only thing t̂hat was wanted , a Head and 
¿ead er of thejr caufe, armed with the authority
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of the ftate , made him refolve to ftay  at leaft 
till after the firft of Ju n e, left his abfence ihould 
be-interpreted as a kind of defertioni nor did he 
ever intend indeed to leave Ita ly , till he could 
do it without cenfures, and to the full fatisfadion 
of Brutus, whom he was determined never to de- 
fert on any occafion

He had frequent meetings and conferences all 
this while with his old friends of the oppofite 
party; the late Minifters of Caefars powes; Panfa, 
Hirtius, Balbus, Matius , &c. But Cæfars death* 
on which their fentiments were very different 
from his, had in great meafure broken their former 
confidence ; and though the popularity of the ad 
made them fomewhat fhy of fpeaking their minds 
freely about it, yet he eafily perceived that they 
Were utterly difpleafed with it, and feemed to want 
an occafion of revenging it. Panfa and Hirtius, as 
has been faid , were nominated by Cæfar to the 
confulfbip of the next year j and as Cæfar s ads 
were ratified by the Senate, were to fucceed to it 
of courfe. This made Brutus and Caffius prefs 
Cicero earneftly to gain them, if poffible, to thé 
Republican fide, but efpecially Hirtius, whom 
they moft fufpeded. But Cicero feems to have had 
little hopes of fuccefs ; bis account of them to 
Atticus is, “ That there was not one of them who 
<£ did not dread peace more than war; that they 
a were perpetually lamenting the miferable end 
w of fo great a man; and declaring, that the 
M Republic was ruined by it; that all his ads 
u would be made void, as foon as peopleV fears
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** were over; and that clemency was his ruin; 
“  fince, if it had not been for that, he could 
« not have periihed in fuch a manner : M and of 
Hirtius in particular; u he warmly loves him,  ” 
fays h e , u whom Brutus ftabbed : as to their 
<£ defiling me to make him better, I am doing 
« my endeavour: he talks very honeftly, but 
« lives with Balbus; who talks honeftly too: bow 
“  far they are to be trufted , you muft confi- 
“  der ' \ n

But of all this fet of men, Matius was the moil 
open and explicit, in condemning the aft of the 
Confpirators, fo as to put Cicero out of humor 
with him, as a man irreconcileable to the liberty 
of the Republic. Cicero called upon him on his 
way from Rome into the Country, and found him 
füllen, defponding, and foreboding nothing but 
wars and defolation , as the certain confequence 
of Caefar’s death. Among other particulars of their 
converfation, Matius told him fomething which 
Caefar had lately faid both of him and Brutus; 
that he ufed to fay of Brutus, “  it was of great 
“  confequence which way be flood inclined, fince 
“  whatever he had a mind to, he purfued with 
** an impetuous eagernefs: that he had remarked 
“  this of him more efpecially, in his pleading for

Deiotarusat Nicaea; where he fpöke with a 
-\furprifing vehemence and freedom and of 
Cicero, 44 that when he was attending Csefar, in 
“  the caufe of Seftius, Caefar perceiving him fitting 
■£"in the room, and waiting till he was called, 
<c faid,; Can I doubt of my being extremely odious,
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<fi when Cicero fits waiting, and cannot get accefs 
<fi to me: yet if any man be eafy enough to 
“  forgive it , it is he; though I do not queflion , 
<£ but that he realiy hates raeI#,

There were feveral reafons , however, which 
made it neceffary to thefe men, to court Cicero at 
this time as much as ever : for if the Republic 
happened to recover itfelf, he was of all men the 
moll capable to protedt them on that fide: if not, 
the moil able to aflift them againft Antony, whofe 
defigns and fuccefs they dreaded ftill more: for if 
they mud have a new mailer, they were difpofed, 
for the fake of Casfar , to prefer his Heir and 
Nephew Odlavius. We find, Hirtius and Pan fa 
therefore very affiduous in their obfervance of 
him: they fpent a great part of the fummer with 
him at different times in his villas, giving him 
the ilrongetl aifurances of their good intentions, 
and difpofnion to peace, and that he ihould be the 
Arbiter of their future Confulihip: and though he 
continued ftill to have fome diftruft of Hirtius, 
yet Panfa wholly perfuaded him, that he was 
fincere s\

Brutus and CafEus continued ftill near Lanuvium, 
in the neighbourhood of Cicero's Villa at Aftura, 
of which, at Cicero's defire, they fometimes made 
life*2: being yet irrefolute, what meafures they 
Ihould take; they kept themfelves quiet and retired, 
expelling what time and chance would offer; and 
waiting particularly to fee what humor the Confuls 
would be in at the next meeting of the Senate , 
with regard to themfelves and the Republic; and
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fince they were driven from the difeharge of their 
Prsetorihip in the City, they contrived to put the 
people in mind of them from tirtie to time by 
their ed ids, in which they made the ftrongeft 
profeflions of their pacific difpofition, and declared, 
ct that their conduit ihould give no handle for a 
11 ■-civil war; and that they would fubmit to a 
iC perpetual exile, if it would contribute in any 
“  manner to the public concord, being content 
“  with the confcioufnefs of their ad, as the greateft 
“  honor which they could enjoy n. ” Their prefent 
defign was to come to Rome on the firft of June, 
and take their places in the Senate, if it ihould be 
thought advifable ; or to prefent themfelves at 
lead in the Roftra, and try the affedions of the 
people, for whom Brutus was preparing a fpeech. 
They fent to know Cicero’s opinion of this projed, 
with the copy alfo of that fpeech which Brutus 
made in the Capitol on the Day of Cxfar s death, 
begging his revifal and corredion o'f it, in order 
to it’s being publiihed. Cicero, in his account of 
it to Atticus, fays, “ the Oration is drawn with 
“  the utmoft elegance both of fentiments and ftyle; 
“  yet were I to handle the fubjed, I ihould work 

it up with more fire. You know the charader 
** of the fpeaker: for which reafon 1 could not 
“  corred it. For in the ftyle, in which our friend 
“  would excel, and according to the Idea, which 
“  he has formed of the beft manner of fpeaking, 
cc he has fucceeded fo well, that nothing can be 
“  better: but whether I am ini the right or the 
** \yrong, I am of a quite different tafte. I wiih,

however,
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however, that you .would read it, if you have 
“  not already, and let me know what you think 
“ of it; though I am afraid, left through the 
“  prejudice of your name, you fhould iliow too 
“  much of the Attic in your judgment: yet if you 
“  remember the thunder of Demofthenes, you will 
“  perceive that the greateft force may confift with 
“  the perfection of Attic elegance ”

Atticus did not like the fpeech, he thought 
the manner too cold and fpiritlefs for fo great 
-an occafion; and begged of Cicero to draw up 
another to be publiihed in Brutus’s name: but 
Cicero would not confent to it * thinking the 
thing itfelf improper, and knowing, that Brutus 
would take it ill In one of his Letters on the 
fubject, “ Though you think me in the wrong, u 
fays he, “ to imagine, that the Republic depends 
“ on Brutus, the facft is certainly id : there will 
“  either be none at all, or it will be faved by 
w him arid his accomplices. As to your urging me 
“  to write a fpeech for him, take it from me, 
“  my Atticus, as a general Rule, which by long 
“  experience I have found to be true, that there 
“  never was a Poet or Orator, who thought any 
“  one preferable to himfelf: this is the cafe even 
“  with bad ones : what -fha-11 we think then of 
“  Brutus, who has both wit and learning ?efpecially 
“  after the late experiment of him, in the cafe of 
“  the edicft: 1 drew up one for him at your defire: 
“  I liked mine; he his: befides, when at his carneft 
“  felicitation I addreffed to him my Treatife on 
“  the beft manner of fpeaking , he wrote wordi

i i l  d
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“  not only to me, but to you too , that the kind 
« of eloquence which I recommended, did not 
« pleafe him. Let every one therefore compofe for 
** himfelf — I wiih only that it may be in his 
“  power to make a fpeech at all; for if ever he 
“  can appear again with fafety at Rome, we have 
iC gained the victory *\ ”

In this interval a new a&or appeared on the 
ftage, who, though hitherto but little confidered, 
foon made the firft figure upon it, and drew all 
people’s eyes towards him, the young OClavius, 
who was left by his uncle C xfar, the heir of his 
name and eftate. He had been fent a few months 
before to Apollonia, a celebrated Academy, or 
fchool of learning in Macedonia * there to wait 
for his uncle on his way to the Parthian w ar, 
in which he was to attend him: but the news 
of Cxfar s death foon brought him back to Italy, 
to try what fortunes he could carve for himfelf, 
by the credit of his new name, and the help of 
his uncle’s friends. He arrived at Naples on the 
eighteenth of April, whither Balbus went the next 
morning to receive him, and returned the fame 
day to Cicero near Cumae, having firft conducted 
Oftavius to the adjoining Villa of his Father-in- 
law Philip: Hirtius and Panfa were with Cicero 
at the fame time, to whom they immediately 
prefented Octavius with the ftrongeft profeffions 
on the part of the young man, that he would be 
governed entirely by his direction ,7.

The foie pretenfion, which he avowed at prefent, 
Was toafferthis right to the fucccffion of his uncles
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eftate* and to claim the poffefllon of it: but this 
Was thought an attempt too hardy and dangerous 
for a mere boy, fcarce yet above eighteen years 
o ld : for the Republican party had great reafoit 
to be jealous of him, left with the inheritance of 
the Eftate, he fliould grafp at the power of his 
uncle; and Antony ftill more, who had deftined 
that fucceffion to himfelf, and already feized the 
effeds, left by the advantage of all that wealth, 
Odavius might be in a condition to make head 
againft him. The mother therefore and her hufband 
Philip, out of concern for his fafety, preffed him 
to Fufpend his claim tfor a while, and not affume 
an invidious name, befor? he could fee what turn 
the public affairs would take: but he was of too 
great a fpirit to reliih any fuggcftions of caution; 
declaring it bafe and infamous to think himfelf 
unworthy of a name, of which Csefar had thought 
him worthy s#: and there were many about him 
conftantly puihing him on, to throw himfelf upon 
the affedions of the C ity , and the army, before 
his enemies had made themfelves too ftrong for 
him; fo that he was on fire to be at Rome, and 
to enter into adion; being determined to rifle all 
his hopes on the credit of his name, and the 
friends and troops of his uncle*

Before lie left the country, Cicero fpeaking of 
him to Atticus, fays, “  Odavius is ftill with us, 
ec and treats me with the greateft refped and 
“  friendihip: his domeftics give him the name of 

Caefar: Philip does not; nor for that reafon 
“  do I. It is not poflible for him, in my opinion,
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« 'to  make a good Citizen; there are fo many 
« about him, who threaten the death of our 
* friends : they declare , that what they have 
“  done can never be forgiven. What will Se the 
■« cafe, think you, when the boy comes to Rome, 
« where our deliverers cannot ihow their heads? 
“  who yet muft ever be famous, nay, happy too, 
« in the confcioufnefs of their adt : but as for us, 
« unlefs I am deceived, we ihall be undone. I 
“  long therefore to go abroad, where I may hear 
“  no more of thofe Felopidse, &c. *\ ”

As foon as Odavius came to Rome , he was 
produced to the people by ^me of the Tribunes, 
and made a fpeech to t\i€m from the Roftra, which 
was now generally poifeifed by the enemies of 
Brutus, who were perpetually making ufe of 
the advantage, to inflame the mob againft him: 
“  Remember, ” fays Cicero , “  what I tell you: 
“  this cuftom of feditious harangues is fo much 
“  cheriihed, that thofe Heroes of ours, or rather 
“  Gods, will live indeed in immortal glory, yet 
“  not without envy, and even danger: their great 
<c comfort, however, is, the confcioufnefs of a mod 
w glorious a d : but what comfort for us, who 
4C when our King is killed, are not yet free ? But 
“  fortune muft look to that, fince reafon has no 
« fway — 55

Odavius feconded his fpeech , by what was 
like to pleafe the inferior part of the City much 
better; the reprefentation of public fhows and 
plays in honor of his uncle’s vidories., Csefar 
.had promifed and prepared for them in his life-
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tim e; but thofe whom he had intruiled with 
the management, durft not venture to exhibit 
them after his death, till Odavius, as his Heir 
and reprefentative, undertook the affair, as devol
ved of courfe upon himfelf *\ In thefe fliows 

j Odavius brought out the Golden Chair, which 
| among the other honors decreed to Caefar when 
I living, was ordered to be placed in the Theatres 
I and Circus , as to a D eity, on all folemn occa- 
i fions *\ But the Tribunes ordered the chair to 
I betaken away, upon which the body of the 
j Knights teftified their applaufe by a general 
| clap. Atticus lent an account of this to Cicero,
I which was very agreeable to him **: but he 
I was not at all pleaied with Odavius’s condud, 
I fmce it indicated a fpirk determined to revive

If the memory, and avenge the death of Caefar:
' and he was the lefs pleafed to hear alfo, that 

| Matins had taken upon him the care of thefe f 
I fhows e+; iince it confirmed the fufpicion,
I which he had before conceived of Matius; and 
\ made him apprehenfive, that he would be an ill 
l Counfellor to young Odavius, in which light 
" he feems to have reprefented him to Brutus. 

Matius was informed of thefe fufpicions, and 
complained to their common friend Trebatius 
of Cicero’s unkind opinion and unfriendly treat
ment of him, which gave occafion to the fol
lowing apology from Cicero, and the anfwer to 
it from Matius; which is defervedly valued, 
not only for the beauty of its fentiments and 
compofition, but for preferving to us a name
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and charader; which was almoft loft to Hiftory, 
of a moft efteemed and amiable perfon, who 
lived in the firft degree of confidence with Cae- 
far, and for parts, learning, and virtue, was 
fcarce inferior to any of that age,

Cicero takes pains to perfuade Matius, that he 
had fair! nothing of him, but what was confident 
with the ftrideft friendfhip; and to gain the eafier 
credit with him , prefaces his apology! with a 
detail and acknowledgment of Marius’s perpe
tual civilities, and obfervance of him through 
life , even when in the height of his power 
and credit with Oefar: but when he comes to 
the point of the complaint, he touches it very 
tenderly, and obferves only in general, w That 
“  as Marius s dignity expofed every thing which 
“  he did to public notice, fo the malice of 
“  the world interpreted fome of his a<5ts more 
“  hardly than they deferved : that it was his 
C£ care always to give the moft favorable turn
“  to them-----but yo u , fays he, a man of the
<e greateft learning, are not ignorant; that if Caefar 
€t was in fad a King, as 1 indeed look upon 
a him to have been, there are two ways of 
£C confidering the cafe of your duty : either that, 
“  which I commonly take, of extolling your fide- 
“  lity and humanity, in ihowing fo much affedion 

even to a dead friend; or the other, which 
“  fome people ufe; that the liberty of our Coun- 
“  try ought to be preferred to the life of any 
“  friend. I wifh that you had heard with, what 
“  zeal I ufed to defend you in thefe converfations;
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<c but there are two things efpecially, that make 
“  the principal part of your praife, which no man 
“  fpeaks of more frequently or more freely than I ; 
“ that you, of all Caefar’s friends, were the 
“  moil aitive both in diifuading the civil war, 
ct and in moderating the vidory; in which I 
“  have met with no body that does not agree 
“  with me, &c, <J. ”

M. T. C I C E R Q .

Matius to Cicero.

“  Your Letter gave me great pleafure, by 
“  letting me fee that you retain ftill that favor- 
“  able opinion of me, which I bad always hop- 
“  ed and wiihed; and though I had never indeed 
“  any doubt of it , yet for the high value that 
“  I fet upon it , I was very felicitous that it 
“  ihould remain always inviolable: I was con* 
“  fcious to myfelf, that I had done nothing 
*e. which could reafonably give offence to any' 
“  hoiieft man; and did not imagine therefore * 
M that a p e rfe n  of your great and excellent ac* 
“  compliihments could be induced to take any 
“  without reafon, efpecially againft one, who 
“  had always profeffed, and Hill continued to 
“  profefs, a fincere good-will to you. Since all 
“  this then {lands juft as I wifh it, I will now 
“  give an anfwer to thofe accufations, from 
“  which you , agreeably to your chara&er, out 
“  of your fingular goodnefs and friendihip, have 
“  fo often defended me. I am no ftranger to 
■*g what has been faid of me fey certain perfons*
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«< fince Ctefar’s death: they call it a crime in 
<( m e, that 1 am concerned for the lofs of an 
“  intimate friend , and forry that the man whom 
“  I loved met with fo unhappy a fate: they 
*s fa y , that our Country ought to be preferred 
“  to any friendihip, as if they had already made 
“  it evident, that his death was of fervice to the 
“  Republic: but I will not deal craftily: I own 
“  myfelf not to be arrived at that degree of 

wifdom ; nor did I yet follow Csefar, in our 
“  late diffenfions, but my friend; whom though 
“  difpleafed with the thing, I could notdefert; 
“  for I never approved the civil war, or the 
“ caufe of it ; but took all poffible pains to 
“  ftifle it in its birth. Upon the victory there- 
“  fore of a familiar friend, I was not eager ei- 
“  ther to advance, or to enrich myfelf: an ad- 
“  vantage, which others, who had lefs intereli 
“  with him than I ,  abufed to great excefs. N ay, 
“  my circumftances were "even hurt by Caefar’s 
“  law , to whofe kindtiefs the greateft part of 
“  thofe, who now rejoice at his death, owed 
“  their very continuance in *the City. I  foil- 
“  cited the .pardon of the vanquished with the 
“  fame zeal, as if it had been for myfelf. Is it 
“  poffible therefore for me, who labored to pro- 
w cure the fafety of all, not to be concerned for 
“ the death of him, from whom I ufed to pro- 

' “  cure it ? efpecially when the very fame men , 
<£ who were the caufe of making him odious, 
*  were the authors alfo of deftroying him. But 
n I Audi have caufe, they fa y , to repent, fojr



M. T, C I C E R  O. 4*
^ daring to condemn their adl. Unheard of info- 
“  lence! that it (hould be allowed to fome to 
“ glory in a wicked adtion, yet not to others, 
“  even to grieve at it without punifhment. But 
<( this was always free even to flaves, to fear, 
“  rejoice, and grieve by their own w ill, not 
u that of another; which yet thefe men, who call 
“  themfelves the authors of liberty, are endea- 
“  vouring to extort from us by the force of terror. 
“  But they may fpare their threats: for no danger 
“  ihall terrify me from performing my duty and 
“  the offices of humanity; fince it was always my 
“  opinion, that an honeft death was never to be 
tc avoided, often even to be fought. But why are 
“  they angry with me, for wiihing only, that 
“  they may repent of their adt? I wiih that all 
“  the world may regret Caefar’s death. But I ought, 
“  they fay , as a member of civil fociety, to wiih 
“ .the good andfafety of the Republic. If my pail 
“  life and future hopes do not already prove that 
“  I  wiih it, without my faying fo, I will not 
“  pretend to evince it by argument. I beg of you 
“  therefore in the ftrongeft terms, to attend to fadts 
“  rather than to words: and if you think it the 
“  moil ufeful to one in my circumftances, that 
“  what is right ihould take place; never ima- 
“  gine, that lean  have any union or commmerce 
“ ■ ■ with ill defigning men. I adled the fame part 
“  in my youth, where to miflake would have 
<c been pardonable; ihall I then undo it all again, 
w and renounce my principle in my declining age ?

H o ; it is my refolution to do nothing that can

it
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« give any offence; except it be, when I lament 
« the Cruel fate of a dear friend and iJluftrious

man. if i  were in different fentiments, I would 
« never difown what I was doing; left I fhould 
€i be thought, not only wicked for purfuing what 
« was wrong, but falfe and cowardly for diffem* 
« bling it. But I undertook the care of the fhows, 
« which young Cacfar exhibited for the vidory of 

his uncle: this was an affair of private, not of 
cc public duty: it was what I ought to have per- 
<c formed to the memory and honor of my dead 

friend ; and what I could not therefore deny to 
“  a youth of the greateft hopes, and fo highly 
<£ worthy <rf Cxfar. But I go often alfo to the 
ci Conful Antonys to pay my compliments: yet 
€C you will find thofe very men go oftener to afk 

and receive favors, who refled upon me for i t , 
i£ as difaffeded to my Country. But what arro- 
€i gance is this? When Caefar never hindered me 

from vifiting whom I would; even thofe whom 
<c he did not care for; that they who have depri-. 
*  ved me of him, fhould attempt by their cavils 

to debar me from placing my efteem where I 
think proper. But I am not afraid, that either 
the modefty of my life fhould not be fufficient 

** *0 confute all falfe reports of me for the future, 
or that they, who do not love me for my con*: 
ftancy to Caefar, would not chufe to have their 

*c friends referable me, rather than themfelves. For 
“  my own part, if I could have my wiffi ,1 would 
*c fpend the remainder of my days in quiet at 
^ Rhodes; but if any accident prevent m e, will

*
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“  Jive in^fuch a manner at Rome, as always to 
“  defire that what is right may prevail. I am 
“  greatly obliged to our friend Trebatius, for giving 
“  me this affurance of your fincere and friendly 
“  regard for me, and for. making it my duty to 
“  refpedl and obferve a man, whom I had efteemed 
“  always before with inclination. Take care of 
“  your health, and preferve me in your affec- 
cc tion — .

Antony all this while was not idle; but puflbed 
on his defigns with great vigor and addrefs : in his 
progrefs through Italy, his bufinefs was to gather 
up Caefars old foldiers from the feveral colonies 
and quarters in which they were fettled; and by 
large bribes, and larger promifes to attach them 
to his interefts, and draw great bodies of them 
toward Rome to be ready for any purpofe, that 
his affairs fliould require* In the City likewife he 
negleded no means, which his Confular authority 
offered , how unjuft or violent foever, of ftrength* 
ening his power; and let all people now fee, for 
what ends he had provided that decree, to which 
the Senate had confented for the fake of peace, of 
confirming Csefar’s a d s ; for being the mafter both 
of Caefar s papers, and of his fecretary Faberius, by 
whofe hand they were written 97, he had an oppor
tunity of forging and inferting at pleafure what
ever he found of ufe to him; which he praftifed 
without any referve or management; felling pub
licly for money, whatever immunities were de- 
fired, by Countries, Cities, Princes, or private
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Men, on pretence, that they bad been granted
by Cjefar, and entered into his books. T his alarm* 
ed and ihocked all honeft men, who faw the 
mifchief, but knew no remedy : Antony had the:

■ power, and their own decree had juftified it: Ci
cero complains of it heavily , in many of his Let
ters, and declares it , a thoufand times better to 
die than to fuffer it “  Is it fo then?” fays he; 
“  is a ll, that our Brutus has done, come to this, 
“  that he might live at laft at Lanuvium ? That 
u Trebonius blight flea] away through private 
“  roads to his province ? That all the acts, wri- 

tings , fayings, promifes, thoughts of Caefar 
“  ihould have greater force now, than when he 
“  himfelf was living? 11 All which he charges to 
that miftake of the firft day, in not fummoning 
the Senate into the Capitol, where they might 
have done what they pleafed, when their own 
party was uppermoft , and thofe Robbers, as he 
calls them, difperfed and deje&ed

Amohg the other ails , which Antony con
firmed, on the pretence of their being ordered 
by Ccefar, he granted the freedom of the City 
to all Sicily, and reftored to King Deiotarus all 
his former dominions. Cicero fpeaks of this with 
great indignation; ic O my Atticus, M fays he,
,c the Ides of JVIarch have given us nothing, but 

the joy of revenging ourfelvcs on him,
■£ whom we had reafon to hate----- it was a
1 brave a<S, hut left imperfetS—-you know what 
4f a kindnefs I have for the Sicilians; that I ef- 
“  teem 11 ari honor to be their Patron : Cadar
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u granted them many privileges, which I did 
“  not diflike ; though his giving them the rights 
“  of Latium was intolerable: yet that was no- 
“  thing to what Antony has done, who for a 
“  large fum of money has published a law , 
“  pretended to be made by the Didat'or, in 
“  an affembly of the people, though we never 
“  heard a fyllable of it in his life-time, which 
“  makes them all Citizens of Rome. Is not Deio- 
“  tarnss cafe juft the fame? He is worthy in- 
“  deed of any kingdom; but not by the grant 
“  of Fulvia: there are a thoufand inftances of the 
“ fame fort7* . ”  When this laft ad was hung 
up as ufual in the Capitol, among the public 
monuments of the C ity , the forgery appeared fo 
grofs, that the people, in the midft of their con
cern, could not help laughing at it ; knowing, 
that Caefar hated no man fo much as Deiotarus. 
But the bargain was made in Fulvia’s apart
ments, for the fum of eighty thoufand pounds, 
by the King’s agents at Rome, without confut
ing Cicero, or any other of their M ailers friends: 
yet the old King, it feems, was beforehand with 
them, and no fooner heard of Caefars death, than 
he feized upon his dominions again by force. 
“  He knew i t , ”  fays Cicero, w to be an univer* 
“  fal right, that what Tyrants had forcibly taken 
“  aw ay, the true owners might recover when- 
“  ever they were ab le :— he aded like a man, 
“  but we contemptibly ; who whilft we hate 
“  the author yet maintain his ads B y
thefe methods Antony prefently amaffed infinite



fums of money; for though at the time of Cse- 
far’s death he owed, as Cicero told him* above 
three hundred thoufar|d pounds, yet within lefs 
than a fortnight after it, he had paid off the 
whole debt71*

There was another inllance of his violence, 
which gave Bill greater offence to the C ity ; 
his feizing the public treafure, which Csefar had 
depofited for the occafions of the government, 
in the Temple of Opis, amounting to above five 
millions and a half of our money; befides what 
Calpurnia, Csefar’s wife; from his private trea- 
fure, had delivered into his hands, computed at 
about another million. This was no extraordinary 
fum, if we confider the vaftnefs of the mine 
from which it Was drawn, the extent of the R o
man Empire; and that Caefar was of all men 
the moft rapacious in extorting i t ; Cicero allud
ing to the manner in which it Was raifed, calls 
it a bloody and deadly treafure; gathered from 
the fpoils and ruin of the fubje&s; which, if 
it were not reftored, as it ought to be, to the 
true owners, might have been of great fervice 
to the public, towards eafing them of their 
taxes7i.

But Antony, who followed Caefar s maxims, 
took care to fecure it to himfelf: the ufe of 
it was to purchafe foldiers; and he was now 
in condition to outbid any Competitor: but the 
firfl purchafe that he made with it, was of his 
Colleague Dolabella, who had long been oppref- 
fed with the load of his debts, and whom, by
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apart of this money, and the promife of á far  ̂
ther ihare in the plunder of the Empire, he drew 
entirely from Cicero and the Republican party, 
into his own meafures. This was an acquifuion 
worth any price to him i the general inclination 
both of the City and the Country was clearly 
againft him: the Tow n of Puteoli, one of the 
moil confiderable of Italy, had lately chofen the 
T w o  Brutus and Caffius for their Patrons7*, 
and there wanted nothing but a Leader to arm 
the whole Empire in that caufe: Dolabella feem- 
ed to be that very perfon, till bribed, as Cicero 
fays, by force of money, he not only deferted, 
but overturned the Republic7S.

Thefe proceedings, which were preparatory 
to the appointed meeting of the Senate on the 
firft of June, began to open Brutus’s eyes * 
and convince him of the miftake of his pacific: 
meafures , and favorable thoughts of Antony i f  
he now faw that there was no good to be ex
pelled from him, or from the Senate itfelf under 
his influence: and thought it time therefore, in 
concert with Caffius, to require an explicit account 
of his intentions, and to expoftulate with him 
gently in the following Letter.

Brutus and Cafilus Praetors to 
M i Antonius Confuí*

“  I f  we were not perfuaded of your fincerity 
K and good-will to us, we fhould not have 
“  written this to you j which out of the kind
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“  difpofition that you bear to us, you will take 
“  without doubt ip good part. We are inform- 

ed that a great multitude of veteran foldiers 
'« is already come to Rome« and a much great- 
*c er expeded there on the firft of June. If 
“  we could harbour any fufpicion or fear of 
w you, we Ihotild be unlike ourfelves: yet fure- 
“  ly , after we had put ourfelves into your 

power, and by your advice difmilTed the 
“ friends, whom we had about us from the 
“  great Towns, and that not only by public 
“  L d id , but by private Letters, we deferve to 
“  be made* acquainted with your defigns; efpe- 

cially in an affair which relates to ourfelves. 
“  We beg of you therefore to let us know what 
ci your intentions are with regard to us; Do 
“  you think that we can be fafe in fuch a crowd 
“  of Veterans? Who have thoughts, we hear, 
“  even of rebuilding the Altar ; which no man 
“  can defire or approve, who wifhes our fafety 
“  and honor. That we had no other view 
“  from the firft but peace, nor fought ady thing 
“  eife but the public liberty, the event fhows. 
“  No body can deceive us, but you ; which is 
“  not certainly agreeable to your virtue and in- 
“  tegrity : but no man elfe has it in his power 
“  to deceive us. We trufted, and fhall truft to 
“  you alone. Our friends are under the great* 
“  eft apprehenfions for us: for though they are 
4‘ perfuaded of your integrity , yet 'they fefled, 
“  that a multitude of Veterans may fooner fee

puilied on to any violence by others, than
reftrained
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€C reflrained by you. W e defire an explicit 
“  anfwer to all particulars; for it is filly and 
“  trifling to tell us, that the Veterans are called 

together, becaufe you intend to move the 
“  Senate in their favor in June : for who do 
u you think will hinder it, when it is certain 
“  that we fhall not? No body ought to think 
“  us too fond of life, when nothing can hap- 
“  pen to us, but with the ruin and confufion 
4< of all things75. ”

During Cicero’s flay in the Country , where 
he had a perpetual refort of his friends to him , 
and where his thoughts feerned to be always em
ployed on the Republic , yet he found leifure to 
write feveral of thofe Philofophical pieces, which 
flill fubfift both to the pleafure and benefit of 
mankind. For he now compofed his Treatife on 
the Nature of the Gods, in three books, addrefled 
to Brutus , containing the opinions of all the 
Philofophers , who had ever written any thing 
on that argument : to which he befpeaks the 
attention of his readers, as to a fubjedt of the laft 
importance; which would inform them what they 
ought to think of religion, piety, fandlity, ceremonies, 
faith , oaths , temples , &c. fince all thefe were 
included in that Angle queftion of the Gods 77. 
He drew up likewife his difeourfe on Divination, 
or the foreknowledge and predi&ion of future 
events, and the feveral ways by which it was 
fuppofed to be acquired or communicated toman: 
where he explains in two books whatever could 
)be laid for and againft the a&ual exiflence of
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the thing itfelf. Both thefe pieces are written in 
the way of dialogue *, of which he gives the 
following account. ct Since Garneades , fays he, 
« has argued both acutely and* copioufly againft 
“  Divination , in anfvver to the Stoics, I am now’ 
c< inquiring what judgment we ought to form 
“  concerning i t : and for fear of giving my afTent 
u raflily to a thing, either falfe in itfelf , or not 
“  fufficiendy underftood , I think it beit to do, 
“  what I have already done , in my three books 
V on the nature of the Gods, weigh and compare 
w diligently all the arguments with each other : 

for as raflinefs of afTent and error is in all cafes 
“  ibameful, fo moil of all in that, where we arc 
“  to judge what ftrefs is to be laid on aufpices, 
u and things of a divine and religious nature;
“  for the danger is , left either by negledling 
t( them , we involve ourfelves in an impiety, or 
“  by embracing them, in an old womans fuper- 
“  ftition 7\  ” He now alfo wrote his piece on the 
advantages of old age, called Cato , from the 
chief fpeaker in the Dialogue : he addreffed it 
to Atticus, as a ledture of common comfort to 
them both , in that gloomy feene of life on 
which they were entering ; having found fo much 
pleafure , he fays, in writing it, that it not only 
eafed him of all the complaints of age, but made 
age itfelf even agreeabje and chearful to him 7\  
He added foon after another prefent of the fame 
kind to Atticus , a lreatife on fnendihip : a 
fubjedt, he fays , both worthy to be known to 
all , and peculiarly adapted to the cafe of their
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particular intimacy : for as I have already 'written 
of age , an old man to an old man ; fo now in 
the perfon of a fincere friend, I write on friendfhip 
to my friend. This is written alfo in Dialogue, 
the chief fpeaker of which is Lielius ; who in a 
-converfation with his two fons in law , Fannius 
and Scaevola , upon the death of P. Scipio and 
the memorable friendihip that had fubfifted between 
them, took occafion , at their defire, to explain 
to them the nature and benefits of true friendihip* 
Scaevola, who lived to a great age , and loved to 
retail his old dories to his fcholars, ufed to relate 
to them with pleafure all the particulars of this 
Dialogue, which Cicero having committed to his 
memory, dreffed up afterwards in his own manner 
into the prefent form *\ Thus this agreeable 
book, which when confidered only as an inven
tion or effay, is one, of the moil entertaining 
pieces in antiquity, mud needs affed us more 
warmly , when it is found at lad to be aH iftory, 
or a pidure drawn from the life , exhibiting the 
real characters and fentiments of the bed and 
greateft men of Rome. He now alfo wrote his 
difeourfe on Fate ; which was the fubjed of a 
converfation with Hirtius, in his Villa nearPuteoli, 
.where they fpent feveral days together in M a y : 
and he is fuppofed to have finifhed about the 
fame time aTranflation of Plato's famous Dialogue, 
called Timseus , on the Nature and Origin of the 
TJniverfe.

But he was employing himfelf alfo upon a 
work of a different fort , which had been long

E  %
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upon his hands ; A Hiftory of his own times, dr 
rather of his own conduit; full of free and fevere 
reflcdions on thofe , who had abufed their 
power to the oppreflion of the Republic , efpe- 
cially Csefar and Craflus. This he calls his 
Anecdote ; a work not to be publiihed, but to be 
fhown only to a few friends , in the manner of 
Theopompus , an Hiftorian , famed for his fe
vere and invedive ftyle Atticus was urging 
him to put the laft hand to it * and to continue it 
down through Caefar’s government: but he chofe 
to referve this laft part for a diftind hiftory , in 
which he defigued to vindicate at large the juftice 
of killing a Tyrant. We meet with feveral hints 
of this defign in his Letters : in one to Atticus, 
he fays , “  I have not yet poliihed my Anecdote 
“  to my mind : as to what you would have me 
“  add , it will require a feparate volume : but 
<l believe me , I could fpeak more freely and 
“  with lefs danger againft that detefted party , 
K whilft the Tyrant himfelf was alive, than now 
ce when he is dead. For he , I know not w hy, 
“  indulged me wonderfully : but now , which 

way foever we .ftir , we are called back , not 
“  only to Ciefar’s ads , but to his very thoughts. ” 
Again ; “  I do not well Undcrftand what you 
"  would have me write: is it, that the Tyrant 
“  was killed according to the ftrid laws of Juftice? 

Of that I fliall both fpeak and write my 
thoughts fully on another occafion **. ” His 

other friends alfo feem to have had fome notice 
of this work ; for Trebonius , in a Letter to him
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from Athens , after reminding him of his promife 
to give him a place in fome of his writings, adds» 
I do not doubt, but that , if you write any 
thing on the death of Csefar, you will give me 
not the leaft ihare, both of that adl, and of your 
affe&ion *5. Dion Caffius fays, that he delivered 
this book fealed up to his fon , with ftrid orders 
not to read or publtih it till after his death; but 
from this time he never faw; his fon , and left the 
piece probably unfinifhed ; though fome copies of it 
afterwards got abroad t from which his com
mentator , Afconius , has quoted feveral parti
culars #\

In the end of M ay he began to move towards 
Rome , in order to aflift at the Senate on the firft 
of june ,, and propofed to be at Tufculum on the 
twenty-fixth , of which he gave Atticus notice. 
There pafTed all the while a conftanc commerce 
of Letters between him and Brutus , who defired 
a perfonal conference with him at Lanuvium ; in. 
which Cicero refolved to humor him , though he 
did not think it prudent at that time , when 
without any particular u f e i t  would only give 
jealoufy to Antony. But the nearer he came to the 
City , the more he was difcouraged from the 
thoughts of entering it : he underftood that it was 
filled with foldiers ; that Antony came thither 
attended by a ftrong body o f them ; that all his 
views, were bent on w ar; and that he defigned to 
transfer the province of Gaul from D* Brutus ta 
himfelf, by a vote of the people*1. Hirtius diffuad- 
ed his going, and refolved to ftay away himfelf
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Varro fent hini word , that the Veterans talked* 
defperately againft all thofe who did not favor 
thern : Grseceius alfo admonilhed him , on the part 
of C. Caflius, to be upon his guard , for that 
certain armed men were provided for fome 
attempt at Tufculum. All thefe informations de
termined him at Iaft not to venture to the Senate; 
but to withdraw himfelf from that C ity, where 
be had not only flouriihed , he fays, with the 
prate ft * but lived even a ftave , with fome 
dignity The major part of the Senate followed 
his example, and fled out of the City, for fear o f 
fome violence , leaving the Confuls , with a few 
of their Creatures , to make what decrees they 
thoueht fit *f.

This turn of affairs made Cicero refolve to 
profecute what he had long been pro/e&ing, his 
voyage to Greece , to fpend a few months with 
his fon at Athens, He defpaired of any good 
from thefe Confuls , and intended to fee Rome 
no more till their fucceifors entered into office; 
in whofe adminiftration he began to place all his 
hope. He wrote therefore to Dolabella to procure 
him the grant of an honorary Lieutenancy; and 
left Antony, an angry man, as he calls him, 
fhould think himfelf flighted, he wrote to him too 
on the fame fubjeit. Dolabella immediately named 
him for one of his own Lieutenants which 
anfwered his purpofe ftill better, for without 
obliging him to any fervice, or limiting him to 
any time, it left him at full liberty to go where- 
ever he pleafed ; fo that he readily accepted it,
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and prepared for his journey He heard in the 
mean while from Balbus, that the Senate would 
be held again on the fifth ; when commiffions 
Would be granted feverally to Brutus and Caffius, 
to buy up corn in Afia and Sicily , for the ufe of 
the Republic : and that it would be decreed alfo 
at the fame time, that Provinces ihould be affigned 
to them , with the other Praetors, at the expiration 
of the year *\

Their cafe at this time was very remarkable; 
it being wholly new in Rome to fee Praetors 
driven out of the City , where their refidence was 
abfolutely neceffary , and could not legally be 
difpenfed with for above ten days in the year: but 
Antony readily procured a decree to abfolve them 
from the laws **; being glad to fee them in a 
fituation fo contemptible; ftript of their power, and 
fuffering a kind of exile, and depending, as it 
Were , upon him for their protedlion ; their friends 
therefore at Rome had been foliating the Senate 
for fome extraordinary employment to be granted 
to them, to cover the appearance of a flight, and 
the difgrace of living in banifhment , when 
inverted with one of the firft Magiftracies of the 
Republic %

This was the ground of the comnuflion juft 
mentioned to buy corn ; which feecned, however, 
to be below their character , and contrived as an 
affront to them by Antony , who affected ftill to 
fpeak of them always with the greateft refpedt *\ 
But their friends thought any thing better for them 
than to fit ftill in Italy ; where their perfons were

E 4
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expofed to danger from the veteran foldiers, who 
■ were all now in motion; and that this employment 
would be a fecurity to them for the prefent, as 
well as an opportunity of providing dor their future 
fafety, by enabling them to execute , what they 
were now meditating , a defign of feizing fome 
Provinces abroad, and arming themfelves in defence 
of the Republic: which was what their enemies 
were moft afraid of , and charged them with 
publicly , in order to make them odious. Cicero 
in the mean time , at their defire, had again recom
mended their interefts to Hirtius , who gave him 
the following anfwer.

ci I wifli that Brutus and Caffius could be pre- 
<c vailed with by you as eafrly to lay afide all 
Ci crafty counfels, as they can obtain by you 
u from me whatever they defire. They were 
cc leaving Italy, you fay, when they wrote to 
“ you: whither? or wherefore ? do not let 
“  them go , I befeech you, my dear Cicero: 
cc nor fuffer the Republic to be wholly loft; 
c- though overwhelmed indeed already by thefe 

rapines, burnings, murders. If they are afraid 
^ of anything, let them be upon their guard; 
cc but ail nothing offenfively : they will n o t, I  
i£ am confident, gain a tittle the more by the 

moft vigorous, than the moft pacific meafures, 
if they ufe but caution. The things which are 

“  now flirting cannot laft long ; but if made the 
“  fubjeil of w ar, will acquire prefent ftrength to 

hurt Let me know your opinion of what may 
fC be expeiled from them.” —  Cicero lent him
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w ord, that he would be anfwerable for their 
attempting nothing defperate ; and was informed 
at the fame time byBalbus, that Servilia, Brutus*s 
mother, had undertaken that they fhould not leave 
Italy*1.

Servilia, though fitter to Cato, had been one 
of Csefar s Miftrefles, and next to Cleopatra , the 
moft beloved of them all : in the civil war he gave 
her feveral rich farms out of his Pompeian confis
cations ; and is faid to have bought a Single jewel 
for her at the price of about 50,000 l .fl+. She was 
a woman of fpirit and intrigue, in great credit 
with the Ciefarean party, and at this very time 
poffefTed the Eftate and Villa of Pontius Aquila, 
one of the Confpirators, which had been confis
cated and granted toiler byCsefar. Cicero reckons 
it among the folecifms of the times, that the 
mother of the Tyrant-killer fbould hold the eftate 
of one of her fon’s accomplices , s : yet ihe had 
luch a fhare in all the counfels of Brutus, that it 
made Cicero the lefs inclined to enter into them, 
or to be concerned with one whom he could 
not truft : When he is influenced fo much, fays 
he, by his mother’s advice, or at leaft her entrea
ties, why fhould I interpofe myfelf**.

At their defire, however, he went over to them 
at Antium , to affift at a felect council of friends, 
called to deliberate on what was proper for them 
to d o , with regard to this new commiifion. There 
were jirefent among others , Favonius, Servilia, 
Portia, Brutus’s w ife , and his Sifter Tertulla , 
the wife of Caffius : Brutus was much pleafed at
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his coming, and after the firft compliments, beg- 
ged him to deliver his opinion to the company 
on the fubjetil of their meeting. Upon which he 
prefently advifed, what he had been confidenng 
on the road, “ that Brutus ihould go to Afia, and 
**. undertake the affair of the corn ; that the only 
« thing to be done at prefent was to provide 
« for their fafety; that their fafety was a certain 
u benefit to the Republic ——■ here Caflius inter- 

rupted him , and , with great fiercenefs in his 
<c looks, protefted, that he would not go to Sicily, 
u nor accept as a favor, what was intended as an
“ affront; but would go to Achaia----- Brutus
“  faid, that he would go to Rom e, if Cicero
“ thought it proper for him---- but Cicero declared
“  it impoilible for him to be fafe there----- but
“  iuppofing,51 fays he, “ that I could be fafe: 
“ why then, fays Cicero, I Ihould advife it by 
fit all means, as the beft thing, which you could
“  do , and better than any Province ----- after
“  much difcourfe and complaining for the lofs 
“  of their opportunities, for which Caflius laid 
u all the blame on D. Brutus, Cicero faid, that 
“  though that was true, yet it was in vain to 
a talk of what was? pail; and as the cafe then 

flood, he faw nothing left, but to follow his
advice---- to which they all at la ft feemed to

“  agree, efpecially, when Servilia undertook, by 
“  her mediation, to get the affair of the corn left 

out of their commiflion : and Brutus confented, 
that the I lays and Shows, with which he was 
to entertain the City fliortly as Pnetor, fhould
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“  be given by proxy in his abfence----- Cicero
“  took his leave, pleafed with nothing in the 
“  conference, but the confcioufnefs of having done 
“  his duty : for as to the reft, he gave all he 
fays, “ for loft; found the veflel, not only broken, 
44 but fhattered to pieces ; and neither prudence, 
“  reafon , nor defign in what they were doing: 
“  fo that if he had any doubt before , he had 
“  none now, but longed to get abroad as foon 
“  as poffible _ / 7 ”

O davius, upon his coming to Rome , was 
very roughly received by Antony ; who defpifmg 
his age and want of experience, was fo far from 
treating him as Csefar’s heir, or giving him poflef- 
iion of his eftate, that he openly threatened and 
thwarted him in all his pretenfions, nor would 
fuffer him to be chofen Tribune, to which he 
afpired, with the feeming favor of the people, 
in the room of that Cinna, who was killed at 
Csefar’s funeral **. This neceffarily drew the regard 
of the Republican party towards him , and Cicero 
began to take the more notice of him in proportion, 
<as Antony grew more and more formidable: at 
prefent, he gives the following account of him. 
“  Odavianus, I perceive, has parts and fpirit, 
u and feems to be affeded , as we could wifh, 
^ towards our.Heroes : but how far we may truft 
“  his age , name, fucceffion , education , is a 
“  matter of great deliberation : his Father-in-law, 
“  who came to fee me at Aftura, thinks not at

all He muft be cheriihed, however, if for no- 
“  thing elfe, yet to keep him at a diftance from
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t* Antony. IVIarcellus ads nobly, if*h,c inflils into 
*l him 3 good difpofition towards our friends* he 
« feemed to be much influenced by him, but to 
“  have no confidence in Pan fa and Hirtius: his na- 
41 turai difpofition is good , if it does but hold *

In the midft of thefe affairs, with which his 
mind, as he complains, was much diftraded, 
he purfued his literary fludies with his ufual ardor; 
and to avoid the great refort of company, which 
interrupted him, at his houfe near Bake, he re
moved to his Pompeian V illa , on the fouth-fide 
of Naples. Here he began his book of offices, 
for the ufe and inftrudion of his fon, defigned, 
he fays, to be the fruit of this excurfion : he com- 
pofed alfo an Oration, adapted to the ftate of 
the times , and fent it to Atticus, to be fuppreffed 
or publiihed at his diferetion; promifing him 
withal to finifh and fent him in a ihort time his 
fecret Hiftory or Anecdote, in the manner of 
Heraclides, to be kejit clofe in his Cabinet10*.

Before he could leave Italy , he was obliged to 
return to Tufculum, to fettle his private affairs, and 
provide his equipage ; and wrote to Dolabella, 
to give orders for the mules and other neceffaries, 
which the government ufed to furniih to tbofc 
who went abroad with a public charaderIO\ Here 
Atticus and he took leave of each other, with all pof- 
Able marks of the moft fincere and tender affedion. 
The unfettled condition of the times , and the un
certainty when , or in what circumftances they 
fliould meet again, raifed feveral melancholy re-* 
fledions in them both, which, as foon as they
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parted, drew many tears from Atticus, of which 
he gave Cicero an account in his next letter, with 
a promife to follow him into Greece : Cicero an- 
fwered him with equal tendernefs; “ it moved me,’' 
fays h e , “  to hear of the tears which you Ihed 
41 after you left me : had you done it in my pre- 
** fence, I ihould have dropt perhaps all thoughts 

of my journey. That part, however, pleafes me, 
“  where you comfort yourfelf with the hopes of 
** our meeting again Ihortly i which expectation 
46 indeed is what chiefly fupports me : I will Write 
44 to you perpetually ; give you an account of every 
“  thing which relates to Brutus; fend you very fhoi t- 

Jy'my Treatife on G lory; and finifh for you the 
“  other w ork, to be locked up with your trea* 
“  fnre , & c .* °\5>

Thefe little paflages from familiar Letters, 
illuftrate more effedual'y the real characters of 
men, than any of their more fpecious and public 
ads. It is commonly thought the part of a ftatef- 
m an4 to diveft himfelf of every thing natural, 
and baniflv every pailion that does not ferve his 
intereft or ambition : but here we fee a quite dif
ferent charader, one of the greateft ftatefmen of 
the world cherifhing and cultivating in himfelf the 
foft and focial affedions of love and friendfhip; 
as knowing them to be defigned equally by nature 
for the comfort as well of public as private life.

Atticus likewife, whofe philofophy was as in
compatible as ambition with all affedions that did 
not terminate in himfelf, was frequently drawn 
by the goodnefs of his nature to corred the viciouf-
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nefs of fais principle. He had often reproved Cicero 
for an cxcefs of love to bis daughter T u llia , yet 
he no fooner got a little Attica of his ow n , than 
he began to difcover the fame fondnefs ; which 
gave Cicero occafion to repay his raillery with 
“ great politeiiefs. “ I rejoice,” fays he, “  tq 
“  perceive that you take fo much delight in your 
“  little girl. I love her already myffelf, and know 
« her to be amiable, though I have never feen 
“  her. Adieu then to Patro, and all your Epi- 
“  curean School.” In another Letter; “  I am 
“  mightily pleafed with the fondnefs that you ex- 
“  prefs for your little daughter ; and to fee you 
“  feel at laft, that the love of our children does 
“  not flow from habit or fafhion , but from nature : 
“  for if that be not fo, there can be no natural con- 
“  jundion between one man and another,: with- 
“  out which all fociety muft iieceifarily be d it 
“  folved1*’ . ”
. There was now great expectation of the iliows 
and plays which Brutus , as Prætor of the C ity, 
was going to exhibit, according to annual cuftom, 
in honor of Apollo, on the third of Ju ly ; and 
all people were attentive and impatient to fee in 
what manner they would be received. Brutus 
wrote to Ciceio , to b eg , that he would grace 
them with his prefence : but Cicero thought the 
requeft abfurd, nor at all agreeable to Brutus’s 
ufual prudence. His anfwer was, “  that he was 

got too far upon his journey to have it now in 
his powei ; and that it would be very iqaproper 
for lum, who had not been in R.ome fince it
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“  was filled with foldiers , not fo much out of 
“  regard to his danger, as his dignity, to run 

thither on a fudden to fee plays : that in fuch 
“  times as thefe, though it was reputable for thofe 
“  to give plays, whofe office required it, yet for 

his feeing them , as it was not neceffary , fo
44 neither would it be thought decent-----
He was heartily folicitous, however, that they 
might meet with all imaginable encouragement, 
and charged Atticus to fend him a particular ac
count of what paRed on each day from their firft 
opening. *'

The fuccefs of them anfwered all their hopes, 
for they were received with an incredible applaufe 
by all ranks, though Antony’s brother Caius, 
as the next Praetor in office, prefided at them: 
one of the plays was Tereus, a Tragedy of 
Accius; which having many ftrokes in it on the 
characters and aCts of Tyrants, was infinitely 
clapped by the people. Atticus performed his 
part to Cicero, and fent him a punctual account 
of what paffed every day; which he conftantly 
communicated to Brutus, who was now in his 
neighbourhood, in Nefis, a little Jfle on the 
Campanian fhore, the feat of young Lucullus — 
In his anfwer to Atticus, “  Your Letters,” fays 
he, “ were very acceptable to Brutus: I fpent 
w feveral hours with him , foon after I received 
fit them; he feemed to be delighted with the 

account of Tereus; and thought himfelf more 
« obliged to the Poet Accius, who made it, than 
“  to the Praetor Antony, who prefided .at it.



\

cc But the more joy you fend us of this fort, 
4t the ' more indignation it gives me, to fee the 
“  Roman people employ their hands in clapping 
« plays, not in defending the Republic. This 

perhaps may provoke our enemies to difcover 
« themfelves before they intended it; yet if they 
t£ be mortified , . I care not by what means ,M. ” 
In a fpeech made afterwards to the Senate, he 
urges this judgment of the City v as a proper 
leifon to Antony, to teach him the way to glory. 
O happy Brutus, fays he, who when driven from 
Rome by force of arms, reîided (till in the hearts 
and bowels of his Citizens, who made themfelves 
amends for the abfence of their deliverer, by 
their perpetual applaufes and acclamations IC#.

But there was one thing, which through the 
inadvertency of Brutus’s managers, or the con
trivance of the Prætor Antony, gave Brutus 
fome uneafinefs ; that in the Edict for proclaiming 
liis ihow's, the month, inftead of Quintilis, was 
ft y led- July, by it’s new name, lately given to it 
in honor of Cæfar : for it raifed great fpeculation, 
and was thought ftrange, that Brutus by E d id , 
fliould acknowledge and confirm an ad , contrived 
to perpetuate the honor of Tyranny. This little 
circumfiance greatly difturbed him , imagining , 
that it would be reflected upon as a mean, conde- 
fcenfion ; and fin ce it could not be remedied as to 
the plays, he refolved to corred it for the reft of 
the fliows; and gave immediate orders, that the 
■ huntings of the wild beafts, which were to follow, 
ihould be proclaimed for the thirteenth of Quintilis107.

'"W h ile
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While Cicero continued in thefe parts, he 

fpent the greateft ihare of his time with Brutus; 
and as they were one day together, L. Libo came 
to them, with Letters juft received from young 
S. Pompey, his fomindaw, with propofals of an 
accommodation, addreiled to the Confuís, on 
which he defired their opinion. Cicero thought 
them drawn with great gravity and propriety of 
exprcllion, excepting a few inaccuracies, and ad- 
vifed only to change the addrefs; and inftead of 
the Confuís, to whom alone they were directed, 
to add the other Magiftrates, with the Senate 
and people of Rome, left the Confuís ihould 
fupprefs them, as belonging only to themfelves. 
Thefe Letters brought in fubftance, “ that Pom- 
“  pey was now mailer of feven Legions; that 
“  as he had juft ftormed a Town called Korea, 
£C he received the news of Cacfar’s death; which 
cc can fed a wonderful jo y , and change of affairs 
“  through the, province o f Spain, and a concourfe 
“  of people to him from all parts. The fum of 
“  his demands w as, that all who had the com* 
41 mand of armies ihould difmifs them, but to 
“  Libo he fignified, that unlefs his Father’s 
“  Eftate and Houfe at Rom e, which Antony now 
“  poffefTed, were reftored to him, he would agree 
“  to nothing1**.”

This overture from Pompey was procured 
chiefly by the management of Lepidus10*: who 
having the Province of Spain affigned to him, 
where Pompey was very ftrong, had no mind to 
be engaged in a war atfuch a diftance from Rome,

V ox, III. F
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and drawn off from attending to the main point
in view, the event of affairs in Italy: for which 
purpnfe , on pretence of the public quiet, he made 
the offer of a treaty on honorable terms toPompey, 
and lithat, on condition of laying down his 
« arms, and quitting the Province, he ihould be 
<c reftored to all his eftates and honors, and have 
“  the command of the whole naval power of 
* Rome, in the fame manner as his Father had 

it before him: all which was propofed and re- 
cc commended to the Senate by Antony himfelf II*/i 
Where to preferve a due refpedl to CsefaPs Acts, 
by which Fompey’s eilates had been confifcated, 
it was decreed, that the fame fum, for which they 
had been fold, ihould be given to him by the 
public, to enable him to purchafe them again: 
This amounted to above five millions and a half 
of our money, exclufive of his Jewels, Plate, 
and furniture; which being wholly embezzled, 
he was content to lofe 1,1 * On thefe terms, 
ratified by the authority of the Senate, Pompey 
atflually quitted Spain, and came to Marfeilles. 
The project was wifely concerted by Lepidus and 
Antony; for while it carried a fhow of moderation, 
and difpofition to peace , it difarmed a defperate 
enemy, who was in condition to give a great 
obftruclion to their defigns, and diverfion to their 
arms, at a time when the neceffity of their interefts 
required their prefence, and whole attention at 
home, to lay a ium foundation of their power 
in the heart and centre of the Empire,

There happened an incident at this time



of a domeftic kind, which gave fome pleafure 
both to Cicero and Atticus; the unexpeded 
converfion of their Nephew Quintus. He had 
long ago deferred his Father and Uncle, and at
tached himfelf wholly to C^far, who fupplied 
him liberally with money: On Cxfars death he 
adhered ftill to the fame caufe, and was in the 
utmoft confidence With Antony; and, as Attx- 
cus calls him . his right hand 11 1 ; or the minif- 
ter of all his proje cts in the C ity ; but upon 
fome late difguft , he began to make overtures 
to his friends, of coming over to Brutus, pre
tending to have conceived an abhorrence of 
Antony's defigns ; and fignifying to his Father, 
that Antony would have engaged him to feize 
fome ftrong poft in the C ity , and declare him 
D idator, and upon his refufal, was become his 
enemy115. The Father, overjoyed at this change, 
carried his fon to Cicero, to perfuade him of his 
iincerity, and to beg his interceffion alfo with Atti-; 
cus, to be reconciled to him: but Cicero, >vho 
knew the ficklenefs and perfidy of the youth, 
gave little credit to him ; taking the whole for 
a contrivance only to draw money from them; 
yet in compliance with their requeft, he wrote 
what they defired to Atticus; but fent him an
other Letter at the fame time with his real thoughts

w

on the matter.
“  Our Nephew Quintus , “  fays he , 57 promif* 

cc es to be a very Cato. Both his Father and 
C£ he having been preffing me, that I would un- 
* dertake for him to you; yet fo , that you

F  %
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« ftould not believe him, till you yourfelf hat! 
“  feen the effeds of it. I fliall give him there- 
« fore fuch a Letter to you as he would have;
« but let it not move you, for I have written 
“  this, left you fhould imagine that I am mov- 
“  ed myfelf. The Gods grant that he may 
“  perform what he promifes; for it wi II be a 
41 common joy to us all* I will fay nothing 
u more of it at prefect, & c.,I4. 15

But young Quintus got the better at Jail 
of all Cicero’s fufpicions; and after fpending fe- 
veral days with him, convinced him by his 
whole behaviour and converfation, that he was 
in earned : fo that he not only recommended 
him very affectionately to Atticus, but prefent- 
cd him alfo to Brutus, to make the offer of his 
fervice to him in perfon : “ Jf he had not whol- 
44 iy perfuaded me, 44 fays he, ” that what l am 
“  faying of him is certainly true, I fhould not 
44 have done what I am going to tell you: for 
44 1 carried the youth with me to Brutus, who 
u was fo well fatished with him, that he gave 
44 him full credit, without differing me to be 
“ his fponfor : in commending him , he raen- 
“  tinned you in the kindeft manner , and at 
“  parting, embraced and kiffed him. Where- 
44 fore, though there is reafon rather to congratu* 

late, than to entreat you , yet I beg, that 
“  whatever he may have done hitherto, through 

the weaknefs of age, with more levity than 
became him. you would believe it all to be 

u now over, &c. *lf. ”



Quintus kept his word with them ; and 
to give proof of his zeal and fmcerity, was fo 
hardy, before the end of the year, as to under
take to accufe Antony to the people, for plundering 
the Temple of Opis IItf. But this accident of 
changing his party, which&gave fo much joy at 
prefent to the whole family, though owing rather 
to a giddmefs of temper, than any good prin
ciple , proved fatal not long after both to the 
young man and his Father; as it feems to have 
been the moft probable caufe of their being pro- 
fcribed and murdered the year following , by 
Antony’s order, together with Cicero himfelf.

Cicero was now ready for his voyage; and 
had provided three little Yachts or Galleys to 
tranfport himfelf and his attendants : but as 
there was a report of Legions arriving daily 
from abroad , and of Pirates alfo at fea , he 
thought it would be fafer to fail in company 
with Brutus and Caffius, who had drawn toge
ther a fleet of good force , which now lay upon 
the coaft 117. He gave feveral hints of this de- 
fign to Brutus, who received it more coldly than 
he expe&ed ; he feemed uncertain and irrefo- 
lute about the time of his own going. He re- 
folved therefore to embark without farther de
lay , though in fome perplexity to the laft, about 
the expediency of the voyage, and jealous of its 
being cenfured, as a defertion of his country: 
but Atticus kept up his Spirits, by alluring him 
conftantly in his Letters, that all people approved

F 3
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it at Rome, provided that he kept his word, of 
returning by the firft of the new y e a r" '.

He failed flowly along the coaft towards 
Rhegium, going aihore every night to lodge 
with fome Friend or Client; he fpent one day 
at Veil a , the native place of Trebatius; whence 
he wrote a kind Letter to him, dated the nine
teenth of July; advifmg him by no means to fell 
that family-e-ftate, as he then defigned, fituated 
fo healthfully and agreeably , and affording a con
venient retreat from the confufion of the times, 
among a people who entirely loved him At 
this place he began hisTreatife of Topics, or the 
art of finding arguments on any queftion: it 
was an abftracl of Ariftotle’s piece on the fame 
fubject; which Trebatius happening once to 
meet with in Cicero *s Tufculan Library , had 
begged of him to explain. But Cicero never 
found leifure for it till this voyage, in which he 
was reminded of the talk by the fight of Velia; 
and though he had neither Ariftotle*, nor any 
other book to help him, he drew it up from his 
memory, and finifhed it as he failed , before he 
came to Rhegium; whence he fent it to Treba
tius, with a letter dated the twenty-feventh. He 
excufes the obfeurity of it , from the nature of the 
argument , requiring great attention to under« 
{land, and great application to reduce it to prac
tice: in which, however, he promifes^toaffifthim , 
i f  he lived to return, and found the Republic 
fubfiftiog

In the fame voyage, happening to be look-

THE L I F E  OF
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ing over his Treatife on the Academic Philofophy, 
he obferved the Preface of the third book to be 
the fame that he had prefixed to his book on Glo
ry , which he had lately fent to Atticus. It was 
his cuftom, it feems, to prepare at leifure a num
ber of different pFoems, adapted to the general 
view of his fludies, and ready to be applied to any 
of his works, which he ihould afterwards publifh; 
fo that by miftake he had ufed this preface twice, 
without remembering it: he compofed a new 
one therefore on fhip-board, for the piece on 
G lory; and fent it to Atticus, with orders, to 
bind it up with his copy in the place of the former 
preface , ‘ t. So wonderful was his induftry and 
love of letters, that neither the inconvenience 
of failing, which he always hated, nor the bufy 
thoughts which muft heeds intrude upon him, 
on leaving^ Italy in fuch a conjuncture, could 
difturb the calm and regular purfuit of his 
ftudies.

From Rhegium, or rather Leucopetra, a pro
montory clofe by it, he paffed over to Syracufe 
on the firft of Au^uft: where he ftaid but one 
n ight, though in a City particularly devoted to 
him, and under his fpecial protection: but he was 
unwilling to give umbrage or fufpicion to thofe 
at Rome, of having any views abroad, which 
concerned the public : he fet fail therefore 
again the next morning towards Greece; but was 
driven back by contrary winds to Leucopetra; 
and after a fecond attempt with no better fuccefs, 
was forced to repofe himfelf in the Villa of his

F  4
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friend Valerius, and wait for the opportunity of a 
fair, wind Ml.

Here the principal inhabitants of the country 
came to pay him their compliments; feme of 
them freih from Rome, who brought great news 
of an unexpe&ed turn of affairs there towards a 
general pacification ; "  That Antony feemed dif- 
“  pofed to liften to reafon , to defift from his 
41 pretenfions to G aul; fubmit to the authority 
*£ of the Senate ; and make up matters with 
44 Brutus and Caflms ; who had written circular 
4< Letters to all the principal Senators , to beg 
44 their attendance in the Senate on the fil'd of 
44 September; and that Cicero’s abfence was par- 
“  ticuiarly regretted, and even blamed at fuch a 
■£ crifis ,I+. This agreeable account of things 
made him prefently drop all thoughts of pur- 
fuing his voyage ; in which he was confirmed 
likewife by Letters from Atticus , w h o , con
trary to his former advice , prefled him now 
in ftrong and pathetic terms, to come back again 
to Rome.

He returned therefore by the fame courfe, 
which he had before taken, and came back to 
Velia on the feventeenth of Auguft; Brutus lay 
within three miles off it with his fleet , and hear
ing of his arrival, came immediately on foot to 
fal ute him: IC he declared himfelf exceedingly 
*■ pleafed with Cicero’s return; owned, that 
M he had never approved, though he had not 
“  diffuaded the voyage; thinking it indecent, 
f to give advice to a man of his experience;
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“  but now told him plainly, that he had efcap- 
u ed two great imputations on his character; 
tl the one, of too hafty a defpair and defection 

of the common caufc; the other, of the va- 
u nity of going to fee the Olympic games. This 
“  laft;, as Cicero fays, would have been fhame- 
<( ful for him, in any Rate of the Republic, but 
“  in the prefent , unpardonable ; and profefles 

himfelf therefore greatly obliged to the winds 
“  for preferving him from fuch an infamy, and 
“  like good Citizens, blowing him back to the 
11 fervice of his country “ V*

Brutus informed him likewife of what had 
pafled in the fenate, on the firft of Auguft; and 
how Fifo had fignalized himfelf by a brave and 
honeft fpeech , and fome vigorous motions in 
favor of the public liberty , in which no body 
had the courage to fecond him: he produced atfo 
Antony’s Edicft, and their anfwer to it, which 
pleafed Cicero very much; but on the whole, 
though he was ftill fatisfied with his refolution 
of returning, yet he found no fuch reafon for it, 
as his firft intelligence had fuggefted, nor any 
hopes of doing much fervice at Rome ; where 
there was not one Senator, who had the courage 
to fupport Pifo, nor Pifo himfelf the refolution to 
appear in the Senate again the next d a y 11*.

This was the laft conference, that he ever 
had with Brutus ; „ who together with Caffius 
left Italy foon after i t : they were both to fuc- 
ceed of courfe, as all Praetors did at the expira
tion of their office , to the government of fome
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Province, which was affigned to them either by 
Jot, or by an extraordinary decree of the fenate. 
Csefar had intended Macedonia for the one, and 
Syria for the other, but as thefe <Cvere two of 
the moft important commands of the Empire, 
and would throw a great power into their hands, 
at a time, when their enemies were taking mea- 
fures to deftroy them, fo Antony contrived to 
get two other Provinces decreed to them of an 
inferior kind, Crete to Brutus, and Cyrene to. 
Caffius; and by a law of the people , procured 
Macedonia and Syria to be conferred upon him- 
felf, and his Colleague Dolabella; in confequence 
of which, he fent his Brother Caius in all haftg 
to poflefs himfeif of the-Jirft, and Dolabella to 
fecure the fecond, before their rivals could be in 
condition to (eize them by force, of which they 
were much afraid; taking it for granted, that 
this was the projeft-, which Brutus and Caffius 
were now meditating. Caffius had acquired a 
great reputation in the Eaft, by his condud in 
the Parthian war, and Brutus was highly honor
ed in Greece, for his eminent virtue and love of 
Philofophy : they refolved therefore to flight the 
petty Provinces, which were granted to them,, 
and to try their fortunes in the more powerful 
ones, that Ctefar had promjfed them; and with 
that view had provided the fleets above-mentioned, 
to tranfport themfejves to thofe countries, which 
they had deftined for the feene of Action; Brutus, 
to Macedonia, Caffius, to Syria; where we (hall 
foon have occahon to give a farther account of 
their fuccefs lz\



M. T. C I C E R O . 75

Cicero in the mean while purfued his journey 
towards Rome , where he arrived on the laft of 
the month : on his approach to the City , fuch 
multitudes flocked out to meet him, that the 
whole day was fpent in receiving the compliments 
and congratulations of his friends, as he paffed 
along to his Houfe I1#. The Senate met the next 
morning, to which he was particularly fummoned 
by Antony, but excufed himfelf by a civil meflage, 
as being too much indifpofed by the fatigue of 
his journey. Antony took this as an affront, 
and in great rage threatened openly in the 
Senate, to order his houfe to be pulled down, if 
he did not come immediately; till by the inter- 
pofition of the afferribly he was dilluaded from 
ufing any violence I19.

The bufinefs of the day w as, to decree fome 
new and extraordinary honors to the memory of 
Cseiar, with a religious fnpplication to him, as to 
a Divinity: Cicero was determined not to concur 
in it, yet knew that an oppofition would not only 
be frnitlefs but dangerous ; and for that reafon 
ftaid away. Antony, on the other hand, was 
defirous to have him there, fancying, that he 
would either be frightened into a compliance, 
which would leffen him with his own party, or 
by oppofing what was intended, make himfelf 
odious to the foldiery; but as he was abfent, the 
decree paffed without any contradiction.

The Senate met again the next d ay, when 
Antony thought fit to abfent himfelf, and leave 
the ftage clear to Cicero I*° ; who accordingly 
appeared, and delivered the firft of tliofe fpeeches.
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which, 10 imitation of Demoilhenes , were called, 
afterwards his Philippics —— he opens it with a 
particular account of the motives of his late voyage* 
and fudden return; of his interview with Brutus, 
and his regret at leaving him: 4' At Velia, fays 
he, 14 I faw Brutus: with what grief I faw him I 
u need not tell you : I could not but think it 
*' fcandalous for me, to return to a City from 
tc which he was forced to retire, and to find myfelf 
ct fafe in any place, where lie could not be fo: yet 
i£ Brutus was not half fo much moved with it, as 
a I ,  but fupported by the confcioufnefs of his 
4t noble a d , fliowed not the leaft concern for his 
“  own cafe, while he expreffed the greateft for 
44 yours. ” — He then declares , “  that he came to 
44 fécond Pifo ; and in cafe of any accidents, of 
iC which many feemed to furround ' him, to leave 
44 that day’s fpeech as a monument of his perpetual 
44 fidelity to his country ,,r. Before he enters upon 
44 the ftate of the Republic, he takes occafion 
44 to complain of the unprecedented violence of 
<c Antony’s treatment of him the day before, who 
14 would not have been better pleafed with him, 
44 had he been prefent; for he fhould never have 
44 confented to pollute the Republic with fo de- 

teftable a religion, and blend the honors of the 
u Gods with thofe of a dead man: he prays the 
44 Gods to forgive both the Senate and the People 
44 for their forced confent to it — that he would 
C£ never have decreed it, though it had been to 
44 old Brutus himfelf, who firft delivered Rome 

from Regal Tyranny, and, at the diftance of five
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"  centuries, had propagated a race from the fame 
44 ftock, to do their country the fame ferviceu\  
"  He returns thanks to Pifo, for what he had faid 
44 in that place the month before ; wiihes, that he 
44 had been prefent to fecond him ; and reproves 
■* the other Confulars, for betraying their dignity 

by deferting him. — As to the public affairs, he 
44 dwells chiefly on Antony’s abufe of their decree, 
44 to confirm Caefar’s a d s ; declares himfelf flill for 
44 the confirmation of them, not that he liked 
"  them, but for the fake of peace; yet of the 
"  genuine ads only, fuch as Csefar himfelf had 
44 completed; not the imperfed notes and merao- 
44 randoms of his pocket-books; not every ferap of 
44 his writing; or what he had not even written, 
“  but fpoken only, and that, without a voucher — 
"  he charges Antony with a ftrange inconfiftency, 
44 in pretending fuch a zeal for Csefar1s a d s , yet 
<e violating the moft folemn and authentic of them, 
t£ his law s; of which he gives feveral examples: 
w thinks it intolerable, to oblige them to the 
44 performance of all Csefar’s promifes , yet annul 
44 fo freely what oughtib be held the moft facred 
"  and inviolable of any thing that he had done 
he addreffes himfelf pathetically to both the Con- 
fuls, though Dolabella only was prefent ; tells 
them , 44 that they had no reafon .to refent his 
"  fpeaking fo freely on the behalf of the Republic: 
44 that he made no perfonal refledions ; had not 
“  touched their characters, their lives, and man- 
u ners: that if he offended in that way, he defired 
44 no quarter 111 : but if, according to his cuftom,
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£c he delivered himfclf with all freedom on public 
“  affairs, he begged in the firfl place, that they 
“  would not be angry; in the next, that if they 
tc were, they would exprefs their anger, as became 
<c Citizens, by civil, not military methods: that he 
u had been admonifbed indeed, not to expert, 
“  that the fame liberty would be allowed to him, 
t( the enemy of Cxfar, which had been indulged 

_ “  to Pifc, his Father-in-law; that Antony would 
“ refent whatever was fa id again ft his will, though 
“  free from perfonal injury• if fo, he mud bear it, 
*c as well as he could — then after touching on 
iC the plundering the Temple of Opis, of thofe 
“  fums, which might have been of great fervice 

to* the date, he obferves, that whatever the 
cc vulgar might think, money was not the thing, 
CL which they aimed a t ; that their fouls were 
“ too noble, for that, and had greater defigns in 
“  view*14: but they quite miftook the road to 
“  glory, if they thought it to confift in a fingle 
“  man's having more power, than a whole people 
ic — that to be dear to our Citizens, to deferve 
“  well of our Country, 6b be praifed, refpedled, 
“  beloved, was truly glorious; to be feared and 

hated, always invidious, deteftabie, weak and 
tottering — that Cxfar’s fate was a warning to 
them, how much better it was to be loved, than 

“  to be feared: that no man could live happy, 
“  ' vho M d life on-fuch terms, that it might be 

taken from him, not only with impunity , but 
“ with praife - He puts them in mind of the many 
“  public demon ftrations of the peoples difaffedion
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fic to them, and their conftant applaufes and accla- 
“  mat ions to thofe, who oppofed them, to which 
w he begs them to attend with more care, in order 

to learn the way how to be truly great and 
Ct glorious* — He concludes by declaring, that 
“  he had now reaped the full fruit of his return,
“  by giving this public teftimony of his conftant 
“  adherence to the interefts of his country: that 
“  he would ufe the fame liberty oftener, if he 
“  found that he could do it with fafety; if not, 
a would referve himfelf, as well as he could, to 
cc better times , not fo much out of regard to 
“  himfelf, as to the Republic.”

In fpeaking afterwards of this day’s debate, he 
fays, “  that whilft the reft of the Senate behaved 
ic like flaves, he alone ihowed himfelf to be free; 
w and though he fpoke indeed with lefs freedom,
“  than it had been his cuftom to d o , yet it was 
a with more, than the dangers, with which he 
“  was threatened, feemed to allow 11*.” Antony 
was greatly enraged at his fpeech, and fummoned 
another meeting of the Senate for the nineteenth, 
where he again required Cicero's attendance, being 
refolved to anfwer him in perfon, and juftify his 
own Condud: for which end he employed himfelf 
during the interval in preparing the materials of a 
fpeech, and declaiming againft Cicero in his Villa 
near Tibur. The Senate met on the appointed 
day , in the Temple of Concord , whither Antony 
came with a ftrong guard, and in great expectation 
of meeting Cicero, whom he had endeavoured by 
artifice to draw thither: but though Cicero himfelf >
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was ready and defirous to go , yet his friends 
over-ruled and kept him at home, being apprehen* 
five of fome defign intended againft his life r,\  

Antony’s fpeech confirmed their apprehenfions, 
in which he poured out the overflowings of his 
fplecn with fuch fury againft him, that Cicero, 
alluding to wliat he had done a little before in 
public, fays, that he feemed once more rather to 
fpevv, than to fpeak I1B. He produced Cicero*$ 
Letter to him, about the reftoration of S, Clodius, 
in which Cicero acknowledged him, not only for 
his- friend, but a good Citizen; as if the Letter 
was a confutation of his fpeech , and Cicero had 
other reafons for quarrelling with him now, than 
the pretended fervice of the public13*. But the 
chief thing, with which he urged him, was, his 
being not only privy to the murder of Csefar, but 
the Contriver of it, as well as the author of every 
ftep, which the Confpirators had fince taken: by 
th is he hoped to inflame the foldiers to fome 
violence, whom he had planted for that purpofe 
about the avenues of the Temple, and within 
hearing even of their debates, Cicero in his account 
of it to Caffius, fays, that he fhould not fcruple 
to own a (hare in the a ft , if he could, have a 
fhare in the glory: but that, if he had really been 
concerned in i t , they fhould never have left the 
work half limfbed

He had reiided all this while in Rome, or the 
neighbouihood; but as a breach with Antony was 
now inevitable, he thought it neceifary for his 
fccurity, to remove to a greater diftance; to fome

of
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of h is Villas near Naples, Here he compofed his 
fecond Philippic, by way of reply to Antony; 
not delivered in the Senate, as the tenor of it 
feems to imply , but finifhed in the country, nor 
intended to be publifhed till things were a&ually 
come to extremity , arid the occafions of the 
Republic made it neceiTary to render Antony’s 
character and defigns as odious as poffible to the 
people. The oration is a mod bitter invedive on 
his whole life, defcribing it as a perpetual fcene 
of lewdnefs, fadion, violence, rapine, heightened 
with all the colors of wit and eloquence — it was 
greatly admired by the ancients, and (hows, that 
in the decline of Life, Cicero had loft no ihare 
of that fire and fpirit, with which his earlier 
produdions are animated : but he never had a 
caufe more interefting, or where he had greater 
reafon to exert himfelf: he knew, that in cafe 
of a rupture, for which alone the piece was 
calculated, either Antony or the Republic muft 
periih ; and he was determined to riik his own 
life upon the quarrel nor bear the indignity 
of out * living a fecond time the, liberty of his 
country.

He fent a copy of this fpeech to Brutus and 
Caffius/who were infinitely pleafed with it: they 
now at laft clearly faw, that Antony meditated 
nothing but war , and that their affairs were 
growing daily more and more defperate; and being 
refolved therefore to leave Italy, they took occa- 
fion , a little before their departure, to write the 
following Letter in common to Antony/

Vol. HL G



Brutus and Caffius Praetors to Antony Conful.

“  If you are in good health, it is a pleafure to 
<c us. We have read your Letter, exadly of a piece 
“  with your E d id , abufive, threatening, wholly 
« unworthy to be fent from you to us. For our 
cc part, Antony, we have never done you any 
w injury; nor imagined, that you would think it 
a ftranee, that Prsetors and men of our rank 
<c ihouId require any thing by Edid of a Conful: 
u but if you are angry, that we have prefumed 
u to do it, give us leave to be concerned, that 
u you would not indulge that privilege at leaft to 
“  Brutus and Caffius: for as to our railing troops, 
44 exading contributions, foliciting armies, fending 
Ci expreifes beyond fea; fince you deny, that you 
44 ever complained of it, we believe you; and take 
*l it as a proof of your good intention: we do 
“  not indeed own any fuch pradices; yet think it 
“ ftrange, when you objeded nothing of that 
44 kind, that you could not contain yourfeif, from 
“  reproaching us with the death of Caefar, Confider 
41 with yourfeif, whether it is to be endured, that 
“  for the fake of the public quiet and liberty, 
44 Pnetors cannot depart from their rights by Edid, 

but the Conful mud prefently threaten them 
with arms. Do not think to frighten us with 

“  inch threats: it is not agreeable to our charader 
to be moved by any danger : nor muft Antony 

“  pretend to command thofe, by whofe means he 
“  now lives free. If there were other reafons to 

difpofe us to raife a civil \yar3 your Letter
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w would have no effeil to hinder it: for threats 
“  can have no influence on tliofe, who ate free, 
“ * But you know very well, that it is not poffible 
“  for us, to be driven to any thing againft our 
“  w ill; and for that reafon perhaps you threaten, 
“ that whatever we do, it may feem to be the 
“  effeél of fear, Thefe then are our fentiments: 
“  we willi to fee you live with honor andfplendor 
“  in a free Republic; have no defire to quarrel 
“  with you; yet value our liberty, more than 
“  your friendihip. It is your bufmefs to confider 
“  again and again, what you attempt, and what 
“  you can maintain; and to refled, not how long 
“  Cacfar lived, but how fliort a time he reigned : 
“  we pray the G ods, that your counfels may be 
“  falutary, both to the Republic and to yourfclf; 
“  if not, wiih at leaft, that they may hurt you 
“  as little, as may confift with the fafety and 
“  dignity of the Republic141. ”

Odaviüs perceived by this time, that there was 
nothing to be done for him in the City againft a 
Conful, armed with fupreme power both civil 
and military; and was fo far provoked by the ill 
ufage, which he had received, that, in order to 
obtain by ftratagem what he could not gain by 
force, he formed a defign againft Antony’s life, 
and adually provided certain llaves to aifaflinate 
him, who were discovered and feized with their 
poniards in Antony’s houfe, as they were watch
ing an opportunity to execute their plot. The 
ftory was fuppofed by many to be forged by An
tony to juftify his treatment of O&avius, and his
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depriving him of the cflate of his uncle ; but all 
men of fenfe, as Cicero fays, both believed and 
applauded it; and the greateft part of the old wri
ters treat it as an undoubted fad

They were both of them equally fufpeded by 
the Senate; but Antony more immediately dreaded 
on the account of his fuperior power, and fuppot 
ed credit with the foldiers, whom he had ferved 
with through all the late wars, and on feveral 
occaGons commanded. Here his chief ftrengtliJay; 
and to ingratiate himfelf the more with them, he 
began to declare himfelf more and more openly 
every day againft the Confpirators; threatening 
them in his Edicts; and difeovering a refolution 
to revenge the death of Caefar; to whom he erect
ed a flatue in the Roftra, and inferibed it, to the 
moil worthy parent of his Country, Cicero fpeak- 
king of this in a Letter to Caffius, fays, 44 Your 
<e friend Antony grows every day more furious, 
4t as you fee from the infeription of his ftatue; by 
44 which he makes yo u , nqt only murderers, but 
44 Parricides, But why do I fay you, and npt 
44 rather us? for the madman affirms me to be the 
“  author of your noble ad. I wiih that I had 
“  been, for if 1 had, he would not have been fo 
44 troublefome to us at this time

Octavius was not lefs adive in foliciting his 
Uncles foldiers, fparing neither pains nor money 
that could tempt them to his fervice ; and by 
outbidding Antony in all his offers and bribes to 
them, met with greater fuccefs than was expeded, 
fo as to draw together in a fhort time a firm and
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regular army of Veterans, completely furniflied 
with all neceflaries for prefent fervice. But as he 
had no public chara&er to juftify this conduit, 
which in regular times would have been deemed 
treafonable, fo he paid the greater court to the 
Republican Chiefs, in hopes to get his proceedings 
authorized by the Senate; and by the influence of 
his troops, procure the command of the war to 
himfelf: he now therefore was continually preffing 
Cicero by Letters and friends to come to Rom e, 
and fupport him with his authority againfl their 
common enemy, Antony; promifing to govern 
himfelf in every ftep by his advice.

But Cicero could not yet be perfuaded to enter 
into his affairs : he fufpedea his youth and want 
of experience, and that he had not ilrength enough 
to deal with Antony; and above all, that he had 
no good difpofuion towards the Confpirators: he 
thought it impoffible that he fhould ever be a 
friend to them, and was perfuaded rather that i f  
ever he got the upper hand, his Uncle's ads would 
be more violently enforced, and his death more 
cruelly revenged, than by Antony himfelf T4V  
Thefe confiderations withheld him from an union 
with him, till the exigencies of the Republic 
made it abfolutely neceflary ; nor did he confent 
at la ft, without making it an exprefs condition, 
that Odavius fliould employ all his forces in 
defence of the common liberty, and particularly 
of Brutus and his accomplices: where his chief 
care and caution dill was, to arm him only with 
a power fufficient to opprels Antony, yet fo
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checked and limited, that he fhould not be able
to opprefs the Republic.

This is evident from many of his Epiftles to 
Atticus; “ I had a Letter,” fays he, u from OSa- 
“  vianus on the firft of November: his deligns are 
« great : he has drawn over all the Veterans of 
cc Caiilinum and Calatia: and no wonder, he gives 
« fixteen pounds a man. He propofes to make the 
<c tour of other colonies : his view plainly is to 
« have the command of the war againft Antony; 
« fo that we fhall be in arms in a few days; But
u which of them fhall we fo llow ?-----Confider
« his name, his age: he begs to have a private 
«conference with me at Capua, or near it : it is 
« childifh to imagine it could be private : lgave  
« him to underhand, that it was neither neceflary 
« nor pradicable_. He fent to me one Cxcina of 
<f Volaterrie, who brought word, that Antony 
« was coming towards the City with the Legion 
« of the Alaudae 145: that he raifed contributions 
«from  all the great Towns, and marched with;

colors difplayed: he afked my advice, whether: 
« he fhould advance before him to Rome , with 
** three thonfand Veterans, or keep the poft of 

Capua, and oppofe his progrefs there, or go 
u to the three Macedonian Legions, who were 
cc marching along the upper coaft, and are, as he 
«hopes, in his intereft — they would not take 
« Antony’smoney, as this Csecina fays, but even 
ic affronted and left him while he was fpeaking to 

them. In fliort, he offers himfelf for our Leader, 
fc and thinks that wc ought to fupport him* I
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44 advife him to march to Rome: for he feems 
44 likely to have the meaner people oil his fide ; 
44 and if he makes good what he promifes, the 
44 better fort too, O Brutus, where art thou ? 
44 What an opportunity doft thou lofe ? I did not 
"  indeed forefee this: yet thought that fomething 
44 like it would happen., Give me your advife: 
46 fliall 1 come away to Rome; ftay where I am; 
** or retire to Arpinum ? where I ihall be the fafeft. 
44 I had rather be at Rome, left if any thing ihould 
44 be done, I ihould be wanted: refolve therefore 
cc for me: I never was in greater perplexity ** 

Again ; 44 I had two Letters the fame day from 
cc Octavius: he prcifes me to come immediately 
" ¿ o  Rom e; is refolved, he fays, to do nothing 
44 without the Senate — I tell him, that there can 
44 be no Senate till the firft of January, which I 
44 take to be true : he adds alfo, nor without my 
44 advice. In a word, he urges ; I hang back : I 
44 cannot truft his age ; do not know his real inten- 
44 tions; will do nothing without Panfa; am afraid 
44 that Antony may prove too ftrong for him ; and 
44 unwilling to ftir from the fea; yet would not 
44 have any thing vigorous done without me. 
44 Varro does not like the conduit of the boy; 
44 but I do. He has firm troops , and may join 
44 with D. Brutus: what he does, he does open- 
44 ly ;  mufters his foldiers at Capua; pays them; 
“ .'we fliall have a war I fee inftanrfy—

Again; 44 I have Letters every day from 
44 Odavianus, to undertake his affairs; to come 
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“  to him at Capua; to fave the ftate a fecond 

time: he refolves to come dire&ly to Rome.

« Urg’d to the fight, it is ihameful to refufe, 
« Whilft fear yet prompts the fafer part to 

“  chufe. — Horn, I).

He has hitherto a&ed,and ads ftill with vigor; 
“  and will come to Rome with a great force, 
ct Yet he is blit a boy: he thinks the Senate may 
Ki be called immediately; but who will come? 
w or, if they do, w ho, in this uncertainty of 
* affairs, will declare againft Antony? he will be. 
<c a good guard, to us on the firft of January: or 
Ki it may come perhaps to blows before. The 

great Towns favor the boy ftrangely,—.T hey 
flock to him from all parts, and exhort him to 

u proceed: could you ever have thought it 148 ? ’* 
There are many other patfages of the fame kind, 
exprefling a diffidence of O&avius, and inclina* 
tion to fit ftill, and let them fight it out between 
themfelves: till the exigency of affairs made their 
union at laft mutually neceffary to each other.

In the hurry of all thefc politics, he was pro- 
fecuting his ftudies ftill with his ufual application; 
and befides the fecond Philippic, already men- 
tioned, now finifhed his book of offices, or the 
duties of man, for the ufe of his fon I+\  A  work 
admired by all fucceeding ages, as the moil per
fect fyftem of Heathen morality, and the nobleft 
effort and fpeeimen , of what mere reafon could 
do towards guiding man through life with inno-
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cence and happinefs. He now alfo drew up, as it 
is thought, his Stoical Paradoxes, or an illuflra- 
tion of the peculiar doctrines of that fed , from 
the Examples and Characters of their own Coun* 
trymen, which he addrefled to Brutus.

Antony left Rome about the end of September, 
in order to meet and engage to his fervice Four 
Legions from Macedonia, which had been fent 
thither by Caefar, on their way towards Parthia, 
and were now by his orders returning to Italy. 
He thought himfelf fure of them, and by their 
help to be mailer of the C ity; but on his arrival 
at Brundifium on the eighth of October, three o f  
the Legions, to his great furprife, rejected all his 
offers, and refufed to follow him. This affronc 
fo enraged him, that calling together all the Cen
turions , whom he fufpeCled of being the authors 
of their difaffeCtion , he ordered them to be maffa- 
cred in his own lodgings, to the number of three 
hundred, while he and his wife Fulvia flood calmly 
looking on , to fatiate their cruel revenge by the 

- blood of thefe brave men: after which he marched 
back towards R om e, by the Appian road, at the 
head of the fingle legion , which fubmitted to him; 
whilft the other three took their route along the 
Adriatic coaft, without declaring yet for any 
fide 15\

He returned full of rage both againft Oclavius 
and the Republicans, and determined to make 
what ufe he could of the remainder of his Con- 
fuifhip, in wrefling the Provinces and military 
commands out of the hands of his enemies, and
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diftributing them to his friends. He published a* 
the fame time feveral fierce and threatening 
edifts, in which “  he gave Odavius the name 
4t of Spartacns, reproached him with the ignoble- 
41 nefs of his birth; charged Cicero with being the 
44 author of all his counfels; abufed young Quin* 
4< tus as a perfidious wretch, who had offered to 
4t kill both his Father and Uncle; forbad three 
44 of the Tribunes, on pain of death, to appear 
44 in the Senate, Q. Caffius, the brother of the 

Confpirator, Carfulenus and Canutius t5\ ” In 
this humor he fummoned the Senate on the twenty* 
fourth of Odober, with fevere threats to thofe 
who fhould abfent themfelves; yet he himfelf 
negieded to come, and adjourned it by edid to 
the twenty-eighth: but while all people were in 
cxpedation of fome extraordinary decrees from 
him , and of one particularly, which he had pre
pared , to declare young Csefar a public enemy 2S1, 
he happened to receive the news, that two of the 
Legions from Brundifium, the fourth, and that 
which was called the M artial, had aduaffy de
clared for O davius, and polled themfelves at 
Alba, in the neighbourhood of Rome M\ This 
Ihocked him fo much , that inftead of profecuting 
what he had projeded, he only huddled over 
what no body opposed, the decree of a Appli
cation to Lepidus, and the fame evening, after 
he had diflributcd to his friends, by a pretended 
allotment, the feveral provinces of the empire, 
which few or none of them durfl accept from fo 
precarious a title, he changed the habit of th§
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Conful for that of the General; and left the City 
■ with precipitation, to put himfelf at the head of 
his army , and poffefs himfelf by force of Cifal- 
pine Gaul , affigned to him by a pretended law 
of the people againft the will of the Senate IS\

On the news of his retreat, Cicero prefently 
quitted his books and the Country, and fet out 
towards Rome: he feemed to be called by the 
voice of the Republic to take the reins once 
more into his hahds. The field was now open ' 
to him; there was not a Conful, and fcarce a 
Jingle Prator in the C ity , nor any troops, from 
which he could apprehend danger. He arrived 
on the ninth of December, and immediately con
ferred with Panfa, for Hirtius lay very ill, about 
the meafures proper to he taken on their approach
ing entrance into their Confullhip.

Before his leaving the Country, Oppius 
had been with him, to.prefs him again to under
take the affairs of O &avius, and the protedionf 
of his troops: but his anfwer was, w that ho 
w could not content to it , unlefs he were firft 
n affured, that O&avius would not only be no. 
n enemy, but even a friend to Brutus: that he 
<l could be of no fervice to Oitavius till the firft 
<c of January, and there would be an opportu
n i t y  before that time of trying O&avius's d it 
<c pofition in the cafe of Cafca, who had been 
cc named by Csefar to the Tribunate, and was 
w to enter upon it on the tenth of December:
<c for if O&avius did not oppofe or difturb his 
n admiffion, that would be a proof of his good
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« intentions *”  ■ ” Oppius undertook for all 
this on the part of Oftavius, and Odtavius him» 
felf confirmed it, and fuffered Cafca who gave 
the firft blow to Gsefar , to enter quietly into his
office.

The new Tribunes in the mean time, in the 
abfence of the fuperior Magiftrates, called a 
meeting of the Senate on the nineteenth : Cicero 
had refolved not to appear there any more, till 
he fhould be fupported by the new Confute; but 
happening to receive the day before, the lididt of 
D. Brutus, by which he prohibited Antony the 
entrance of his Province, and declared, that he 
would defend it againft him by force, and preferve 
it in its duty to the Senate , he thought it neceft 
fary for the public fervice, and the prefent en
couragement of Brutus, to procure, as foon as 
poiBble, fome public declaration in his favor: he 
went therefore to the Senate very early, which 
being obferved by the other Senators prefently 
drew together a full Houfe , in expectation of 
hearing his fentiments in fo nice and critical a 
fituation of the public affairs

He faw the war adually commenced in the very 
bowels of Italy, on the fuccefs of which depended 
the fate of Rome : that Gaul would certainly be 
loft, and with it probably the Republic, if Brutus 
was not fupported again ft the fuperior force of 
Antony : that there was no way of doing it fo 
ready and effe&ual , as by employing Odavius 
and his troops : and though the mtrufting him with 
that corrnniffion would throw a dangerous power
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into Iiis hands, yet it would be controlled by the 
equal power , and fuperior authority of the T w o 
Confuís, who were to be joined with him in the 
fame command.

The Senate being affembled , the Tribunes ac
quainted them , that the bufinefs of that meeting 
¡was to provide a guard for the fecurity of the 
new Confuís, and the protection of the Senate, 
in* the freedom of their debates; but that they gave 
á; liberty withal of taking the whole ftate of the 
Republic into confederation. Upon this Cicero 
opened the debate, “ and reprefented to them 
“  the danger of their prefect condition, and the 
“  neceffity of fpeedy and refolute counfels againft 
“  an enemy, who loft no time in attempting their 
44 ruin. That they had been ruined indeed before, 
“ ¡had it not been for the courage and virtue of 
44 young Cxfar , who contrary to all expectation, 
“ jand without being even defired to do, what 
‘ ‘ no man thought poftible for him to do, had, 
44 by his private authority and expenfe, raifed a 
44 ftrong army of Veterans, and baffled the defigns 
44 of Antony ; that if Antony had fucceeded at 
44 Brundifium, and prevailed with the legions to 
44 follow him , he would have filled the City at 
t£ his; return with blood and (laughter : that it was 
•4; their part to authorize and confirm what Cacfar 
41 had done ; and to empower him to do more, 
44 by employing his troops in the farther fervice 
44 of the ftate ; and to make a fpecial provifion 
46 alfo for the two Legions which had declared 
44 for him againft Antony ,,y. As to D. Brutus,



' ‘ who had promifed by Edid to preferVe Caul in 
the obedience of the Senate, that he was a Ci- 

“  tizen , born for the good of the Republic; the 
“  imitator of his ancestors; nay, had even ex- 
“  ceeded their merit; for the firft Brutus expelled 

/* a proud King; he a fellow fubjed far more 
“ proud and profligate: that Tarquín, at the 
“  fame time oí his expulfion, was adually making 
“ war for the people of Rome ; but Antony, on 
“ the contrary, had adually begun a war againft 
‘ ‘ them. That it was neceflary therefore to confirm 
“  by public authority, what Brutus had done by 
“  private, in preferving the Province of Gaul,, 
“  the flower of Italy , and the bulwark of the 
“  Empire — x*\ Then after largely inveighing 
“  againft Antony's charader, and enumerating 
“ particularly all his cruelties and violences , J he 
“  exhorts them in a pathetic manner, to ad with 
“  courage in defence of the Republic , pr die 
“  bravely in the attempt : that now was the time 
“  either to recover their liberty, or to live for 
“  ever ilaves : that if the fatal day was corné, 
“  and Rome was deftined to perifh, it would be 
“  a ihame for them, the Governors of the world, 
“  not to fall with as much courage as Gladiators 
“  were ufed to do, and die with dignity, rather 
“  than live with difgrace. He puts them in 
“ /mind of the many advantages, which they 
“  had towards encouraging their hopes and re- 
“  folution ; the body o f the people alert and 
“  eager in the caufe ; young Caefar in the guard 

of the City i Brutus of Gaul; two  ̂Confuís of
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“  the greateft prudence, virtue, concord between 
“  themfelves ; who had been meditating nothing 
« elfe for many months paft, but the public mm* 
« quillity : to all which he promifes his owri 
“ attention and vigilance both day and night fotf 
«their fafety M\  On the whole therefore, he 
« gives his vote and opinion, that the new Con- 
“ 'fuls, C. Panfa and A. Hirtius, fhould take care 
« that the Senate may meet with fecurity on the firft 
« of January, that D. Brutus, Emperor and Conful 
“  eleit, had merited greatly of the Republic, b y  
“  defending the authority and liberty of the Senate 
« and people of Rome : that his army, the Towns 
“  and Colonies of his Province, fhould be pub- 
“  licly thanked and praifed for their fidelity to 
“  him : that it fhould be declared to be of the 
“  laft confequence to the Republic, that D. Brutus 
“  and L. Plancus ( who commanded the farther 
« Gaul) Emperor and Conful eleil, as well as all 
“  others who had the command of Provinces, 
“  fhould keep them in their duty to the Senate, 
“  till SuccefTors were appointed by the Senate: 
“  and fince by the pains, virtue and conduit of 
“  youn£ Cuefar, and the affiftance of the veteran 
“  foldiers who followed him, the Republic had 
“  been delivered, and was ftill defended from the 
“  greateft dangers ; and fince the martial and fourth 
“  Legions, under that excellent Citizen and Quceftor 
“  Egnatuleius, had voluntarily declared for the 
“  authority of the Senate, and the liberty of the 
“  people, that the Senate fhould take fpecial care
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cc that due honors, and thanks be paid to them for 
their eminent fervices : and that the new Con- 

<c fuls, on their entrance into office, fhould make 
« it their firft bufmefs to fee all this executed in 
<c proper form : to all which the Houfe unani- 

rooufly agreed, and ordered a decree to be 
c< drawn conformably to his opinion/*

From the Senate he palled diredly to the Forum, 
and in a fpeech to the people, gave an account of 
what had paffed : he begins , u by fignifying his 
“  joy to fee fo great a concourfe about him, greater 
<c than he had ever remembered , a fure omen of 
cc their good inclinations, and an encouragement 
tc both to his endeavours and his hopes of reco* 
<c vering the Republic- Then he repeats with 
€t fome variation what he had delivered in the 
cc Senate, of the praifes of Gaefar and Brutus, and 

the wicked defigns of Antony ; that the race 
of the Brutus was given to them by the fpecial 

tc providence of the Gods, for; the perpetual de- 
cc fenders and, deliverers of the Republic 1<tf; that 
14 by what they Senate had decreed, they had in 
44 fatft, though not in exprefs words, declared 
“  Antony a public enemy: that they muft con- 
** fider him therefore as fuch, and no longer as 

Conful : that they had to deal with an enemy, 
cc with whom no terms of peace could be made: 
a who thirfted not fo much after their liberty, as 
4 their blood: to whom no fport was fo agreeable, 

as to fee Citizens butchered before his eyes.— 
That the Gods, however, by portents and pro- 

t£ digies feemed to foretel his fpeedy downfal.
fince
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xc fince fuch a confent and union of all rankfe again ft 
w him could never have been effected  ̂ but by a 
<c divine influence, &c. l*\

Thefe fpeeches, which ftand the third and fourth 
in the order of his Philippics, were extremely 
well received both by the Senate and People t 
fpeaking afterwards of the latter of thenv to the 
fame people, he fays, if that day had put an 
end to my life , I had reaped fufficient fruit from 
i t , when you all with one mind and voice cried 
out, that I had twice faved the Republic iti. As 
he had now broken all meafures with Antony, 
beyond the poffibility of a reconciliation, fo he 
publiihed probably about this time his fecond 
Philippic, which had hitherto been communicated 
only to a few friends, whofe approbation it had 
received.

The ihorfc remainder of this turbulent year was 
fpent in preparing arms and troops for the guard 
of the new Confuls, and the defence of the flate: 
and the new levies were carried on with the greater 
diligence for the certain news that was brought to 
Rome, that Antony was actually befieging Modena, 
into which Brutus, unable to oppofe him in the 
field , had thrown himfeif with all his forces, as 
the flrongefl: Town of his Province, and the beft 
provided to fuftain a liege. Young Caefar in the 
mean while, without expecting the orders of the 
fenate, but with the advice of Cicero, by which 
he now governed himfeif in every ftep, marched 
out of Rome at the head of his troops, and 

V ol. HL H
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followed Antony into the Province : in order to 
obferve his motions , and take all occafions of 
diftreffing him ; as v êll as to encourage Brutus to 
defend himfelf with vigor, till the Confuls could 
bring up the grand army , which they were pre* 
paring for his relief*

T H E L I F E O F
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S E C T .  X .

O n  the opening of the year , the City was in ^  urb. yTO# 
great expectation, to fee what mcafures their new Cic. 64. 
Confuls would purfue : they had been at fchool, 
as it were, all the fummer to Cicero, forming the ^ ^IBIUS 
plan of their adminiftration, and taking their leffons ^ 
of governing from him , and feem to have been 
brought entirely into his general view, of eftab- 
lifhing the peace and liberty of the Republic on the 
foundation of an Amnefty* But their great obliga
tions to Cæfar and long engagements with that 
party, to which they owed all their fortunes, had 
left fome fcruples in them^ which gave a check to 
their zeal, and difpofed them to aét with more 
moderation againft old friends , than the condi
tion of times would allow ; and before the ex
periment of arms, to try the gentler methods o f 
a treaty* With thefe fentimcnts, as foon as they 
were inaugurated , they entered into a deliberation 
with the Senate, on the prefent ftate of the Re
public, in order to perfect what had been refolved 
upon at their laft meeting, and to contrive fome 
farther means for the fecurity of the public tran
quillity. They both fpoke with great fpirit and 
firmnefs, offering themfelves as Leaders, in afferting, 
the liberty of their country, and exhorting the 
affembly to courage and refolution in the defence 
of fo good a caufe * ; and when they had done,

H 3
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they called up Q. Fufius Calenus, to deliver his 
fentiments the firft. He had been Conful four years 
before by Cscfars nomination, and was father-in- 
law to Pan fa , which by cuftom was a fufficient 
ground for paying him that compliment : Cicero’s 
opinion was already well known ; he was for the 
fhorteft and readied; way of coming at their end , 
by declaring Antony a public enemy, and without 
Jofs of time a&ing againft him by open force: 
but this was not relifhed by the Confuls , who 
called therefore upon Calenus to fpeak firft; that 
as he was a fail friend to Antony, and fure to be 
on the moderate fide, he might inftil fome fenti
ments of that fort into the Senate, before Cicero 
had made a contrary impreflion. Calenus’s opinion, 
therefore, was that before they proceeded to ads 
of hoftility, they fhould fend an embaffy to An
tony , to admonifh him to defift from his attempt 
upon Gaul, and fnbmit to the authority of the 
Senate : Pifo and feveral others were of the fame 
mind, alledging it to be unjuft and cruel to con
demn a man, till they had firft heard what he 
had to fay for himfelf.

But Cicero oppofed thi£ motion with great 
warmth, not only as “  vain and foolifh, but 
<c dangerous and pernicious : he declared it dif- 
<c honorable to treat with any one, who was in 
cc arms againft his country, until he laid them 

down and fued for peace ; in which cafe no 
u man would be more moderate or equitable 
u than himfelf: that they had in effed pro

claimed him an enemy already, and had
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c  nothing left but to confirm it by a decree, when 
*c he was befieging one of the great Towns of 
“  Italy, a Colony of Rom e, and in it their 

Conful eled, and General Brutus: he obferv- 
** ed from what motives thofe other opinions 
u proceeded; from particular friendfhips, rela- 
“  tions, private obligations ; but that a regard 
“  to their Country was fuperior to them a ll: 
44 that the real point before them was, whether 
44 Antony ihould be fuffered to opprefs the 
“  Republic: to mark out whom he pleafed to 
44 deftrudion; to plunder the C ity , and enfiave 
44 the Citizens — a. That this was his foie 
44 v iew , he fhowed from a detail not only o f
46 his ads but of his exprefs declarations-------
14 for he had faid in the Temple of Caftor, in 
44 the hearing of the people, that whenever it 
“  came to blows, no man ihould remain alive, 
44 who did not conquer— and in another fpeech; 
44 that when he was out of his Confulfliip, he 
44 would keep an army ftill about the City , and 
“  enter it whenever he thought fit : that in a 
44 Letter which Cicero himfelf had feen, to 
44 one of his friends, he bad him to mark out 
44 for himfelf what eftate he would have, and 
44 whatever it was, he ihould certainly have 
44 it * : that to talk of fending Ambaffadors to 
44 fuch an one, was to betray their ignorance 
44 of the conftitution of the Republic, the ma- 
44 jelly of the Roman people, and the difeipline 
44 of their anceftors— * that whatever was the 
44 purpofe of their me Rage, it would fignify
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« nothing: if to beg him to be quiet, he would 
u defpife it; if to command him, would not

obey it —---- -that without any poffible good,
M it would be a certain damage; would necef- 
"  farily create delay, and ohftrudion to the 
“  operations of the war; check the zeal of the 

army; damp the fpirits of the people : whom 
“  they now few fo briik and eager in the caufe 
u — that the greateft revolutions of affairs were 
“  effeded often by trifling incidents; and above 
44 all in civil wars, which were generally govern- 
“  ed by popular rumor : that how vigorous 
“  fuever their inftrudions were to the Ambaf- 

fadors, that they would be little regarded: 
4t the very name of an Embafly implied a dif- 
“  fidence and fear, which was fufficient to cool 
cf the ardor of their friends5 : they might 
4t order him to retire from Modena; to quit 
u the Province of Gaul; but this was not to 
44 be obtained by words, but extorted by arms
“  ----—  that while the Ambaffadors were go-
“  ing and coming, people would be in doubt 
u and fufpenfe about the fuccefs of their ne- 
4C gociation , and under the expedation of a 
44 doubtful war, what progrefs could they hope 
“  to make in their levies? — that his opinion 

therefore w as, to make no farther mention 
of an Embafly; but to enter initantly into 
adion: that there fhould be a ceffation of 

€< all civil bufinefs; a public tumult proclaim
ed ; the (hops fliut up; and that inftead 
of their ufual gown, they fhould all ptit; on
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“  the Sagum, or habit of w ar: and that levies 
“  of foldiers fhould be made in Rome, and 
“  through Italy , without any exception of
“  privilege or difmiffion from fervice------- that
“  the very fame of this vigor would reftrain 
ic the madnefs of Antony, and let the world 
“  fee , that the cafe was not, as he pre- 
u tended , a ftruggle only of contending par- 
“  ties, but a real war again ft the Common- 
“ wealth— that the whole Republic fhould be 
“  committed to the Confuls, to take care, that
M it received no detriment-----— that pardon
u fhould be offered to thofe of Antony's army, 
“  who fhould return to their duty before the firft
“  of February------- that if they did not come to
“  this Refolution n o w , they would be forced to 
•f do it afterwards, when it would be too late 
“ perhaps, or lefs effectual *.

This was the fum of what he advifed as 
to their conduft towards Antony: he next pro
ceeded to the other fubjeft of their debate; the 
honors which were ordered to be decreed at their 
laft meeting; and began with D. Brutus, as Con- 
ful d e ft; in favor of whom, befides many high 
expreffions of praife, he propofed a decree to
this effeft—---- “  Whereas D. Brutus, Emperor ,
^ Conful eleft, now holds the province of Gaul 
“  in the power of the Senate and people of 
“  Rom e; and by the chearful affiftance of the 
tl Towns and Colonies of his Province, has 
“  drawn together a great army in a fhort time; 

that he has done all this rightly and regularly,
H 4
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** and for the fervice of the ftate: and that it is 
the fenfe therefore of the Senate and People, 

«« that the Republic has been relieved in a m'oft 
u difficult conjuncture, by the pains, counfel, 
“  virtue of D. Brutus, Emperor, Conful ^le&, 
** and by the incredible zeal and concurrence of 

the Province of Gaul. ” He moved alfo for 
an extraordinary honor to IYT. Lepidus, who had 
no pretenfion to it indeed from paft fervices, but 
being now at the head of the beft army in the 
Empire, was in a condition to do the moft good 
or ill to them of any man. This was the ground 
of the compliment; for his faith being fufpe&ed, 
and his union with Antony dreaded, Cicero, 
hoped, by this teftimony of their confidence, to 
confirm him in the interefts of the Senate : but 
he feems to be hard put to it for a pretext of 
merit to ground his decree upon : he takes no
tice , “  that Lepidus was always moderate in 
i£ power, and a friend to liberty: that he gave 
<c a fignal proof of it, when Antony offered the 
cc Diadem to Cxfar ; for by turning away his 
ci face, he publicly teftified his averfion to flave- 
<c ry , and that his compliance with the times 
ci was through neceffity, not choice — that fince 
iC Cactar s death he had pradhfed the fame mo- 
c* deration: and when a.bloody war was revived 
w Spain, chofe to put an end to it by the rae- 
** thods of prudence and humanity, rather than 

by arms and the fword , and confented to the 
reftoration of S. Pompey \  ” For which 

u reafon he propofed the following Decree —
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cc Whereas the Republic has often been well "and 
££ happily adminiftered by M . Lepidus, the chief 
t£ Prieft; and the people  ̂ of Rome have always 
t£ found him to be an enemy to kingly govern- 
tc ment; and whereas by his endeavours, virtue, 
w wifdom, and his fingular clemency and mild- 
i£ nefs, a moft dreadful civil war is extinguifh- 
f£ e d ; and S. Pompey the Great, the Son of 
cc Cmeus, out of refpeil to the authority of the- 
u Senate, has quitted his arms, and is reftored 
££ to the C ity ; that the Senate and People, out 
C£ of regard to the many and fignal fervices of 
<c M . Lepidus, Emperor, and chief Prieft, place 
t£ great hopes of their peace, concord, liberty, 

in his virtue, authority, felicity; and from 
w a grateful fenfe of his merits, decree, that a 
<£ gilt Equeftrian ftatue ftiali be eretfted to 
<c him by their order in the R oftra , or any 

other part of the Forum , which he fhall 
tc chufe— He comes next to young C x far; 
and after enlarging on his praifes, propofes, 
cc that they ihould grant him a proper com- 
w miffion and command over his Troops, with- 
cc out which he could be of no ufe to them; 
t£ and that he ihould have the rank and all the 
C£ rights of a Propraetor; not only for the fake 
tc of his dignity , but the neceffary manage- 
<£ ment of their affairs, and the adminiftration of 

si£ the war. ” — And then offers the form of a 
Decree — 14 Whereas C. Caefar, the Son of 
*  Caius, Prieft, Propraetor, has, in the utmoft 
-c diftrefs of the Republic, excited and inlifted



« Veteran Troops to defend the liberty of the 
Ct Roman people; and whereas the Martial and 
?c fourth legions , under the leading and au* 
u thority of C. Cadar , have defended , and 

now defend the Republic, and the liberty of 
cc the Roman people; and whereas C. Ciefar is 
“  gone at the head of his army to protect the 
u Province of G au l; has drawn together a bo- 
“  dy of horfe, archers , Elephants , under his 

own and the people s power j and in the moft 
dangerous crifis of the Republic, has fup- 

cc ported the fafety and dignity of the Roman 
u people, for thefe reafons the Senate decrees, 
Ci that C. Caefar , the Son of Caius, Prieft, 
C£ Propraetor , be henceforward a Senator , and 

vote in the rank and place of a Praetor; and 
a that in foliating for any future M agiftracy, 
i£ the fame regard be had to him , as would 
C£ have been had by la w , if he had been 

Quaeftor the year befqre — *. ” As to thofe 
who thought 1 thefe honors too great for fo 
young a man , and apprehended ¡danger from 
his abufc of them , he declares ct their appro* 
iC henfions to be the effect of envy, rather than 
u fear; fince the nature of things was fuch, 

that he, who had once got a tafle of true 
glory , and found himfelf univerfally dear to 
the Senate and people , could never think 
any other acquifition equal to i t ; he wifhes 
that J. Caefar had taken the fame courfe,

* when young , of endearing himfelf to the 
Senate and honeft men; but by neglecting

io6 T H E  L I F E  O F
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“  that , he fpent the force of his great genius 
44 in acquiring a vain popularity ; and having 
** no regard to the Senate and the better fort,
M opened himfelf a way to power, which the 
ttl virtue of a free people could not bear —■
44 that there was nothing of this kind to be 
“  feared from the Son ; nor after the proof of 
44 fuch admirable prudence in a boy, any ground 
“  to  imagine that his riper age would be lefs 
“  prudent — for what greater folly could there 
44 b e , than to prefer an ufekfs power, an in- 
44 vidious greatnefs , the luft of reigning, always 
44 flippery and tottering, to true, weighty, folid 
44 glory? — if they fufpe&ed him as an enemy 
44 to fome of their beft and moil valued Citizens,
44 they might lay afide thofe fears ; he had given 
44 up all his refentments to the Republic; made 
44 her the Moderatrix of all his adts — that he 
44 knew the moil inward fentiments of the youth;
44 would pawn his credit for him to the Senate 
w and People ; would promife , engage , under*
44 take, that he would always be the fame that 
44 he now was ; fuch as they ihould wiih and 
44 defire to fee him — T\  He proceeds alfo to 
44 give a public teftimonial of praife and thanks 
44 to L. Egnatuleius, for his fidelity to the Re- 
■4 public , in bringing over the fourth Legion 
44 from Antony to Caefar ; and moves, that^it^—  
44 might be granted to him for that piece of 
44 fervice, to fue for and hold any magiilracy 
44 three years before the legal time — 41. Laftly,
44 as to the Veteran Troops, whichliad followed
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ic the Authority of Csefar and the Senate , and 
11 efpeciaily the M artial, and Fourth Legions, 
“  he moved, that an exemption from fervice 
“  ihould be decreed to them and their children, 
u except in the cafe of a Gallic or domeftic tu- 
“  mult; and that the Confuls C. Panfa and A. Hir- 
46 tius, or one of them, ihould provide lands in 

Campania, or elfewhere to be divided to them; 
“  and that as foon as the prefent war was over, 
** they ihould all be difcharged , and pundually* 

receive whatever fums of money C. Csefar had 
ic promifed to them when they firft declared for 
« him. ” — -

This was the fubftance of his fpeech; in 
the latter part of which, the propofal of honors, 
the Senate readily agreed with him: and though 
thofc which were decreed to O ilavius, feemed 
fo extraordinary to Cicero himfelf, that he 
thought it proper to make an apology for them; 
yet there were others of the firft rank who 
thought them not great enough; fo that Phi- 
lippus added the honor of a Statue; Ser. Sulpi- 
cius, and Servilius, the privilege of fuing for any 
Magiftracy, ftill earlier than Cicero had pro- 
pofed f\ But the affembly was much divided 
about the main queftion, of fending a deputation 
to Antony: fome of the principal Senators were 
warmly for it ; and the Confuls thcmfelves fa
vored it, and artfully avoided to put it to the 
vote ; which would otherwife have been car
ried by Cicero, who had a clear majority on his 
fide. The debate being held on till n ight, yras
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adjourned to the next morning, and kept up 
with the fame warmth for three days fucceffivc- 
] y , while the Senate continued all the time in 
Cicero's Opinion, and would have pafled a de
cree conformable to it , had not Salvius the T ri
bune put his negative upon them *\ This firm- 
nefs of Antony’s friends prevailed at laft for an 
EmbafTy; and three Confular Senators were pre* 
fently nominated to i t ,  S. Sulpicius , L. Pifo, 
and L. Philippus: but their commiffion was 
ftridly limited , and drawn up by Cicero him- 
felf; giving them no power to treat with An
tony , but to carry to him only the peremptory 
commands of the Senate , to quit the fiege of 
Modena, and defift from all hoftilities in Gaul: 
they had inftrudions likewife , after the delive
ry of their meflage, to fpeak with D. Brutus in 
Modena, and fignify to him and his army, that 
the Senate and People bad a grateful Senfe of their 
Services, which would one day be a great honor 
to them If.

The unufual length of thefe debates greatly 
raifed the curiofity of the City , and drew the 
whole body of the people into the Forum , to 
expeft the iffue ; where , as they had done alfo 
not long before , they could not forbear calling 
out upon Cicero with one voice , to come and 
give them an account of the deliberations 1#. He 
went therefore dire&ly from the Senate into the 
Roftra, produced by Appuleius, the Tribune , and 
acquainted them in a fpeech with the refult of 
their debates , — fii that the Senateexcepting a



‘ few , after they had ftood firm for three days 
4 to his Opinion , hád given it up atlaft , with lefs 
‘ gravity indeed than became them , yet not 
4 meanly or fhamefully 9 having decreed not fo 
4 much an Embafly as a denunciation of war to 
1 Antony, if he did not obey it : which carried 
E indeed án appearance of feverity; and he wiíhed 
‘ only that it had carried no delay — that Antony, 
‘ he was fure , would never obey i t , nor ever 
1 fubmit to their power , who had never been in 
4 his own — that he would do therefore in that 
6 place what he had been doing in the Senate; 
1 teftify , warn, and declare to them before-hand # 
4 that Antony would perform no part of What their 
4 AmbafTadors were fent to require of him — 
‘ that he would ftill wafte the country, befiege 

Modena , and not fuifer the AmbafTadors 
themfelves to enter the Town* or fpeak with 
Brutus — believe me , ” fays he , 44 I know the 

V violence , the impudence , the aüdacioufnefs of 
‘ the man — let our AmbafTadors then make 
‘ hade , which I know they aré refolved to d o ;
4 but do you prepare your military habit; for 
4 it is a part alio of our decree , that if he does 
4 not comply , we mud all put on that garb: 

we fliall certainly put it on : lie will never 
4 obey ; we fliall lament the lofs of fo many 
4 days which might have been employed in 

aétion — I am not afraid i when he comes 
to hear, how I have declared this before-hand,

4 that for the fake of confuting me , he ihould 
44 change his mind , and fubmit. He will never
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44 do it ; will not envy me this glory ; will chufe 
44 rather, that you fliould think me wife , than 
44 him modeft ”  — he obferves, that though it 
44 would have been better to fend no meflage, 
44 yet fome good would flow from it to the 
44 Republic; for when the Ambafifadors lhall make 
44 the report * which they furely will make 4 of 
“ Antony’s refufal to obey the People and Senate , 
44 who can be fo perverfe , as to look upon him 
44 any longer as a Citizen ? — Wherefore wait/* 
fays be, 44 with patience * Citizens , the return of 
44 the Ambafiadors , and digeft the inconvenience 
44 of a few days : if on their return they bring peace* 
44 call me prejudiced ; if war , provident ” — 
Then after afTuring them , 44 of his perpetual 
44 vigilance for their fafety , and applauding their 
44 wonderful alacrity in the caufe , and declaring * 
44 that of all the affemblies which he had feen, 
44 he had never known fo full an one as the 
44 prefent, ” he thus concludes * 44 The feafon of 
44 liberty is now come, ray Citizens, much later 
4c indeed than became the people of Rome ; but 
44 fo ripe now , that it cannot be deferred a 
44 moment- What we have hitherto fuffered was 
44 owing to a kind of fatality, which we have 
44 born as well as we could ; but if any fuch cafe 
44 ihould happen again, it muft be owing to 
44 ourfelves: it is not poffible for the people 'of 
4* Rome to be Oaves, whom the Gods have 
44 deftined to the command of all nations : the 
44 affair is now reduced to the laft extremity * 
*4 the ftruggle is for liberty $ it is your part

M. T. C I C E R O ,  in



** either to conquer , which will furely be the 
4i fruit of your piety and concord , or to fuffer 
“  aoy thing rather than live flaves: other nations 
"  may endure flavery ; but the proper end and 
u bufmefs of the Roman people is liberty.

The Ambafladors prepared themfelves imme* 
diately to execute their Commiffion, and the next 
morning early fe t . forwards towards Antony, 
though Ser. Sulpicius was in a very declining 
{late of health. Various were the {peculations 
about the fuccefs of this mefTage : but Antony 
gained one certain advantage by it , of more 
time , either to prefs the fiege of Modena, or to 
take fuch meafures as frefli accidents might offer; 
nor were his friends without hopes of drawing 
from it fome pretence for opening a treaty with 
him ; fo as to give room to the chiefs of the 
Csefarian Faction to unite themfelves againfl the 
Senate and Republican party ; which feemed to 
be infpired by Cicero with a refolution of ex- 
tinguiihing all the remains of the late Tyranny. 
For this purpofe the Partifans of that caufe Were 
endeavouring to obviate the offence , which 
might be given by Antony’s refufal to comply 
with what was enjoined ; contriving fpecious 
anfwers for him , and reprefenting them as a 
reafonable ground of an accommodation , in hopes 
to cool the ardor of the City for the profecution 
of the war: Calenus was at the head of this party, 
who kept aconflant correfpondence with Antony, 
and took care to publiih fuch of his Letters, as 
were proper to deprefs the hopes and courage of

his
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jiis adverfaries , and keep up the fpirits of his 
friends I#.

Cicero therefore, at a meeting of the Senate, 
called in this interval about certain matters of 
ordinary form , took occafion to roufe the zeal 
of the affembly , by warning them of the mifchief 
of thefe infinuations. He obfervcd , “  that the 
cfi affairs then propofed to their deliberation were 

of little confequence , though neceffary in the 
lc common courfe of public bufinefs , about the 
<c Appian w a y , the coin, the Luperci , which 
M would eafily be adjufted ; but that his mind 
“  was called off from the confideration of them 
“  by the more important concerns of the Re- 
“  public — that he had always been afraid of 
“  fending the EmbafTy — and now every body 
“  .faw what a languor the expectation of it had 
■“  caufed in people’s minds ; and what a handle 

it had given to the practices of thofe , who 
<c grieved to fee the Senate recovering its an- 
tc- cient authority : the people united with them; 
u all Italy on the fame fide ; the armies prepared; 
“  their generals ready to take the field —* who 
u feign aiifwers for Antony and applaud r them, 
u as if they had fent Ambaffadors not to give , 
“  but receive conditions from him. ** — Then after 
expofing the danger and iniquity of filch practices, 
and rallying the principal abettor of them , Calenus, 
he adds, that he, who all his life had been the 
1* author and promoter of civil peace ; who owed 
4t whatever he was , whatever he had to it ; his 
** honors, intereft, dignity; nay, even the talents
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«• and abilities which he was mailer o f; yet I ,  * 
fays he, “  the perpetual advifer of peace, am for no 
“  peace with Antony. ” — where perceiving himfelf 
to be heard with great attention*- he proceeds to 
explain at large through the reft of his fpeech , 
“  that fuch a peace would be difhonorable, 
u dangerous, and could not poffibly fubfift — ” 
he exhorts the Senate therefore “  to be attentive 9 
“  prepared and armed before-hand; foasnot to 
*c be caught by a fmooth or fuppliant anfwer, 
<( and the falfe appearance of equity : that Antony 
“  mu ft do every thing which was prefcribed to 
tc him, before he could pretend to afk any thing; 
“ if not, that it was not the Senate which pro- 
u claimed war agamft him , but he againft the 
“ Roman people. But for you , Fathers, I give 
“  you warning , ” fays he, u the queftion before 
u you concerns the liberty of the people o f 
“ Rom e, which is intrufted to your care; it 
“  concerns the lives and fortunes of every honeft 
“  man ; it concerns your own authority , which 
“  you will for ever lofe , if you do not retrieve 
“  it now — I admonifh you too , Panfa ; for 
“  though you want no advice , in which you 
u excel, yet the beft Pilots in great ftorms are 
“  fometimes admoniihed by paffengers ; never 
“  fuffer that noble^provifion of arms and troops 
“ which you have made , to come to nothing ; 
“  you have fuch an opportunity before you as 
“  no man ever had : by this firmnefs of the 
“  Senate, this alacrity of the Equeftrian order, 
“ -this ardor of the people, you have it in your
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** power to free the Republic for ever from fear 
ic and danger — *\ ’*

The Confute in the mean while were taking 
care, that the expectation of the effeét of the 
Embafly ihould not fuperfede their preparations 
for war ; and agreed between themfelves , that 
one of them ihould march immediately tb Gaul, 
with the troops which were already provided, 
and the other ftay behind to perfect the new levies, 
which were carried on with great fuccefs both in 
the City , and, the Country : for all the capital 
Towns of Italy , were vying with each other in 
voluntary contributions of money and foldiers; 
and in decrees of infamy and difgrace to thofe 
who refufed to lift themfelves into the public 
fervice *\ The firft part fell by lot to Hirtius al; 
w ho, though but lately recovered from a dangerous 
indifpofition, marched away without Jote of time 
at the head of a brave arm y; and particularly of 
the two Legions. , the Martial and the fourth, 
which were efteemed the flower and ftrength of 
the whole , and now put themfelves under the 
command and aufpices of the Conful. With thefe, 
in conjun&ion with Odavius , he hoped to 
obftrud all the deiigns of Antony , and prevent 
his gaining any advantage againft Brutus, till 
Panfa could join them, which would make them 
fnperior in force , and enable them to give him 
battle , with good aflurance of vidory. He con
tented himfelf in the mean while with difpoflefling 
Antony of fome of his pofts ; and diftrefling 
him, by ftraitening his quarters, and opportunities
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of forage 9 in which he had Ìbrhc fuccèfsj as he 
fignified in a Letter to his Colleague Panfa, 
which was communicated to the Senate ; I have 
p offe ft m yfelf, fays he» of Claterna , and driven 
out Antony's garrifon : his horfe were routed in 
the adjon , and fonie of them (lain4*: and in all 
his Letters to Cicero, he affured him , that he 
would undertake nothing , without the greateft 
caution ; in anfwer probably , to what Cicero 
was conftantly inculcating , not to expofe himfelf 
too forwardly , till Panfa could come up, to 
him 1+.

The Amba’ffadors returned about the beginning 
of February , having been retarded fòmèwhat 
longer than they intended , by the death of 
Ser. Sulpicitis ; which happening whèn they were 
juft arrived at Antony's camp , left thè Embàffy 
maimed and im peifed, as Cicero fays , by the 
lofs of the bèll and ableft man of the three *V 
The report, which they made to the Senate 
anfwered exadly in every point to what Cicero 
had foretold ; that Antony would perform no 
part of what was required, nor fuffer them even 
to fpeak with Brutus, but continued to batter the 
Town with great fury in their prefence: he 
offered, however, fome conditions of his ow n, 
which, contrary to their inftrudions, they were 
weak enough to receive from him , and lay 
before the Senate : the purport of them was, 
u that the Senate fhould affign lands and rewards 
u to all his troops , and confirm all the other 
4t grants, which he and Dolabella had made in
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M their Confulfhip ; that all his decrees fronv 
“  Cyefar’s books and papers ihould ftand firm: 
*c that no account ihould be demanded of the 
4t money taken from the Temple of Opis ; nor 
“  any inquiry made into the conduct of the feven 
41 Commiffioners , created to divide the lands to 
4i the Veteran foldicrs ; and that his judiciary law 
ic fliould not be repealed : on thefe terms he offered 

to give up Cifalpine Gaul , provided , that he 
Ci might have the greater Gaul in exchange for 

five years , with an army of fix Legions, to 
4t be completed put of the troops of D'. Brutus 1V> 

Panfa fummoned the Senate to confider the 
report of the Ambaffadors; which raifed a general 
indignation through the City , and gave all pofEble 
advantage to Cicero, towards bringing the houfe 
into his fentiments : but contrary to expe&atipn, 
he found Calenus’s party ftill ftrong enough ta 
give him much trouble , and even to carry fome 
points againft him ; all tending to foftep the rigor 
of his motions , and give them a turn more 
favorable towards Antony. He moved the Senate tp. 
decree , that a war or rebellion was a&ually 
commenced : they carried it for a tumult: he urged 
them, to declare Antony an enemy: they carried 
it for a fofter term, of adverfary17: he propofed, 
that all perfons ihould be prohibited from going 
to Antony : they excepted Varius Cotyla, one of 
his Lieutenants , who was then in the Senate, 
taking notes of every thing which paifed : in 
thefe votes Panfa himfelf, and all the Confiilar 
Senators concurred ; evenL. Csefar , who, though

l a
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a true friend to liberty , yet being Antony’s Uncle, 
thought himfidf obliged by decency, to vote on 
the milder fide

But Cicero in his turn eafily threw out , what 
was warmly prefied on the other fide, the propofal 
of a fecond Kmbafly ; and carried likewife the main 
queftiou, of requiring the Citizens to change their 
ordinary gown , for the Sagum or habit of war: by 
which they decreed the thing, while they rejeded the 
name. In all decrees of this kind, theConfularSenators, 
on the account of their dignity , were excufed from 
changing their habit ; but Cicero, to inculcate more 
fenlibly the diftrefs of the Republic, refolved to 
wave his privilege , and wear the fame robe with 
the reft of the City afi. In a Letter to Caffius, 
he gives the following ihort account of the ftate 
of things at this time : “  We have excellent
ct Confuls, but moft fhameful Confulars : a brave 
c< Senate; but the lower they are in dignity, the 
c< braver : nothing firmer and better than the 
“  people , and all Italy univerfally : but nothing 
u more deteftable and infamous, than our Ambaf- 
w fadors, Philip and Pifo : who , when fent only 
c< to carry the orders of the Senate to Antony, 
ic none of which he would comply with, brought 
<c back, of their own accord , intolerable demands 
“  from him : wherefore all the world now flock 
a about me ; and I am grown popular in a 
tc falutary caufe , &c. lp. ”

The Senate met again the next d ay , to draw 
into form, and perfed what had been refolved 
upon in the preceding debate ; \yhen Cicero, in
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a pathetic fpeech, took occafion to expoftulate 
with them for their imprudent lenity the day be
fore: “  He /bowed the abfurdity of their fcruples 
“  about voting a civil w ar: that the word Tu- 
“  mult, which they had preferred, either carried 
“  in it no real difference, or if any, implied a 
<c greater perturbation of all things 1 1 : he proved 
“  from every ftep that Antony had taken, and 
u was taking; from every thing which the Senate, 
“ ■ the People, the Towns of Italy were doing and 
“  decreeing againit him , that they were truly and 
“  properly in a ftate of civil w ar; the fifth which 
*c had happened in their memory, and the moil 
“  defperate of them all, being the firft which was 
4C ever railed, not by a diffenfion of parties con- 
“  tending for a fuperiority in the Republic, but 
“  againfl an union of all parties, to enflave 
“  and opprefs the Republic **■ He proceeds 
“  to expoftulate with Calenus, for his obftinatc 

adherence to Antony, and expofe the weak- 
** nefs of his pretended plea for i t ; a love 
“  of peace, and concern for the lives of the Citi-
16 zenŝ ---- he puts him in mind, that there was
“  no jufter caufe of taking arms, than to repel 
“  flavery; that feveral other caufes indeed were 
“  ju ft, but this necefTary : unlefs he did not take 
“  himfelf to be affeded by it, for the hopes of 
“  iharing the dominion with Antony: if fo , he 
“  was doubly miftaken; firft for preferring a pri- 
“  vate intereft to the public ; fecondly, for think- 
“  ing any thing fecure , or worth enjoying in a 
“  Tyranny —-— that a regard for the fafety of Citi-

1 4
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« zens was a laudable principle, if he meant the 
« good, the ufeful, the friends to their country;
« but if he meant to fave thofe, who, though 
“  Citizens by nature, were enemies by choice: * 
41 what difference was there between him and fuch
“  Citizens?-----that their Anceftors had quite
“  another notion of the care of Citizens; and 
“  when Scipio Nafica flew Tiberius Gracchus,
“  when Opimius flew Caius Gracchus , when 

Marius killed Saturninus, they were all fol- 
u lowed by the greatefl: and the beft both of 
“  the Senate and the People that the differ-
“  ence between Calenus’s opinion and his was not 
4t trifling, or about a trifling matter; the wifh- 
“  ing well only to this or that man; that 

he wifhed well to Brutus; Calenus to Ari- 
tony; he wifhed to fee a Colony of Rome pre- 

“  ferved ; Calenus to fee it {formed: that Cale- 
tc nus could not deny this, who was contriving 

all forts of delay , which could diftrefs Brutus, 
tc and ftrengthen Antony— n. ” He then add re (fed 
“  himfelf to the other Confulars, and reproached 
<L them for their fhameful behaviour the day before, 

in voting for a fecond Embafly ».and faid, that 
when the Ambafiadors were fent againft his 

“  judgment, he comforted himfelf with ima- 
t£ gining , that as foon as they fliould return, 

defplfed and rejeded by Antony, and inform 
<c the Senate , that he would neither retire from 
“  Gaul, nor quit the fiege of Modena, nor even 

fuffer them to fpeak with Brutus j that out of 
* indignation they fhould all arm themfelves
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*  immediately in the defence of Brutus; but on 
44 the contrary , they were grown more difpirit« 
“  ed to hear of Antony's audacioufnefs; and 
44 their Ambaffadors , inftead of courage, which 
44 they ought to have brought, had brought 
44 back nothing but fear to them— ’ *. Good 
44 Gods, ” fays h e ,“  what is become of the virtue 
“  of our Anceftors? — When Popilius was fent 
44 Ambaffador to Antiochus , and ordered him, 
“  in the name of the Senate, to depart from 
44 Alexandria , which he was then befieging; 
44 upon the Kings deferring to anfwer, and 
44 contriving delays, he drew a circle round him 
ct with his ftaff, and bad him give his anfwer 
M inftantly, before he ftirred out of that place , 
u or he would return to the Senate without 
14 it — he then recites and ridicules the feveral 
44 demands made by Antony; their arrogance, 
44 ftupidity , abfurdity: and u reproves Pifo and 
44 Philip, men of fuch dignity, for the meannefs 
4t of bringing back conditions, when they were 
44 lent only to carry commands — he complains, 
44 that they paid more refpecft to Antony’s Ambaf- 
44 fador, C otyla , than he to theirs: for inftead 
44 of {hutting the gates of the City againft him , 
44 as they ought to have done, they admitted him 
“  into that very Temple where the Senate then 
44 fa t ; where, the day before, he was taking notes 
44 of what every man faid , and was careffed, 
14 invited and entertained by fome of the princi- 
44 pal Senators, who had too little regard to 
44 their dignity, too much to their danger. But
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"  what after all was the danger? which muft 
"  end either in liberty or death, the one always 
"  deferable, the other unavoidable : while to fly 
"  from death bafeJy, was worfe than death itfelf— 
il that it ufed to be the character of confular 
"  Senators, to be vigilant, attentive, always think- 
"  ing, doing, or propofing fomething for the 
"  good of the public: that he remembered old 
« Sczevola in the Marfic war, how in the extre- 
"  rnity of age , oppreffed with years and infirmi- 
"  ties, he gave free accefs to every b od y; was 
“  never feen in his bed; always the firft in the 
"  Senate: he wifhed that they all would imitate 
"  fuch induftry; or at leaft not envy thofe who 
*c did : that fince they had now fuffered a fix 
"  years fiavery , a longer term than honeft and 
"  induftrious flaves ufed to ferve; what watchings, 
“  what folicitude, what pains ought they to refufe, 
“  for the fake of giving liberty to the Roman 
u people?n He concludes, by adding a claufe to 
their lad decree; to grant pardon and impunity 

to all who ihould defert Antony, and return to 
"  their duty by the fifteenth of March: or if any 
“  who continued with him, ihould do any fervice 
“  worthy of reward; that one or bo h the Con- 
“  fuls ihould take the firft opportunity to move 
“  the Senate in their favor: but if any perfon 
“  from this time ihould go over to Antony, 
“  except Cotyla, that the Senate would confi- 
u der him as an enemy to his country. ”

The public debates being thus adjufted , Panfa 
called the Senate together again the next day,
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to deliberate on fome proper honors to be decreed 
to the memory of Ser. Sulpicius, who died upon 
the EmbalTy —■ he fpoke largely in his praife, 
and advifed to pay him all the honors, which had 
ever been decreed to any, who had loft their 
lives in the fervice of the country: a public fune
ral , fepulchre , and ftatue. Servilius, who fpoke 
next, agreed to a funeral and monument, but was 
againft a ftatue , as due only to thofe, who had 
been killed by violence, in the dilcharge of their 
Embaffies. Cicero was not content with this, 
but out of private friendihip to the man, as well 
as a regard to the public fervice, refolved to 
have all the honors paid to him, which the 
occafion could poflibly juftify: in anfwer therefore 
to Servilius, he ihowed with his ufual eloquence, 
that u the cafe of Sulpicius was the fame 
4 with the cafe of thofe, who had been killed 
4 on the account of their Embaffies : that 
4 the Embaffy itfelf had killed him : that he fet 
1 out upon it in fo weak a condition, that though 
4 he had fome hopes of coming to Antony, he 
4 had none of returning: and when he was 
4 juft arrived to the congrefs, expired in the 
4 very adl of executing his Commiffion 17: that 
4 it was not the manner, but the caufe of the 
4 death, which their A nceftors regarded: if it was 
4 caufed by the Embaffy, they granted a public 
4 monument, to encourage their fellow Citizens,
4 in dangerous wars, to undertake that employ- 
4 ment with chearfulnefs: that feveral ftatueshad 

been erected on that account j which none had



ever merited better than SuJpicius —■ that there 
“  could be no doubt, but that the Fmbaffy had 
“  killed him ; and that he had carried out death 
te along with him , which he might have efcaped 
“  by flaying at home, under the care of his wife 
u and children — 3#. But when he faw , that if 
$i he did not obey the authority of the Senate, 
“  he (hould be unlike to himfelf; and if he did 
4t obey, muft neceffariiy lofe his life; he chofe in 
“  fo critical a (late of the Republic, rather to die, 
44 than feem to decline any fervice , which he could 
u poifibly to : that he had many opportunities 
“  of refreshing and repofing himfelf in the Cities, 
44 through which he patted , and was preffed to 
“  it by his Colleagues'; but in fpite of his diftem- 
“  per, per fevered to death in the refolution of 
44 urging his journey, and flattening to perform 
“  the commands of the Senate — that, if they 
“  recolleded, how he endeavoured to excufe 
“  himfelf from the talk, when it was firft moved 
44 in the Senate, they muft needs think, that this 
“  honor to him, when dead, was but a neceffary 
“  amends for the injury , which they had done 
“  to him, when living: for, though it was 
c< harfh to be faid, yet he muft fay it; that it 
u was they, who had killed him, by over-ruling 
“  his excufe, when they faw it grounded, not 
“  on a feigned, but a real ficknefs: and when 

to their rcmonftrance, the Conful Panfa join- 
u ed his exhortation, with a gravity and force of 
ec fpeech, which his ears had not learnt to bear; 

then, fays he , cc he took his Son and me afidel
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44 and profefled, that he could not help preferring 
44 your authority to his own life: w e, through 
44 admiration of his virtue * durft not venture to 
44 oppofe his will:, his Son was tenderly moved, 
44 nor was my concern much lefs; yet both of 
u us were obliged to give way to the greatnefs 
u of his mind, and the force of his reafoning; 
“  when to the joy of you all he promifed, that 
44 he would dp whatever you preferibed , nor 
44 would decline the danger of that vote, of which 
44 he himfelf had been the propofer reftore life 
44 therefore to him, from whom you haVe taken 
44 it: for the life of the dead is in the memory of 
“  the living: take care, that he, whom you un- 
<c willingly fent to his death, receive an immor- 
44 tality from you: for if you decree a ftatue to 
44 him in the Roftra, the remembrance of his Em- 
“  baffy will remain to all pofterity — ,J Then 
after illuftrating the great virtues, talents, and 
excellent character of Sulpicius , he obferves, 
44 that all thefe would be perpetuated by their 
44 own merit and effects, and that the ftatue was 
44 the monument rather of the gratitude of the 
44 Senate than of the fame of the man; of a public, 
44 rather than of a private fignification; an eternal 
44 teftimony of Antony’s audacioufnefs; of his 
4t waging an impious war againft; his country; of 
u his rejecting the Embaffy of the Senate — *\ 
For which reafons, he propofed a decree, 44 that 
44 a ftatue of brafs fhould be ereCted to him in 
44 the Roftra, by order of the Senate, and the 
44 caufe inferibed on the bafe; that he died in the



« fervice of the Republic; with an area ôf five 
u feet on all fides of i t , for his children and pofte- 
“  rity to fee the fhows of Gladiators — that 
u a magnificent funeral fiiould be made for him 
“  at the public charge; and the Conful Panfa 
“  fliould affign him a place of burial, in the

Efquiline field, with an area of thirty feet 
“  every way, to be granted publicly, as a fepul- 
“  chre for him, his children and pofterity. ” — 
The Senate agreed to what Cicero defired ; and 
the ftatue itfelf, as we are told by a writer 
of the third Century , remained to his time, 
in the Rollra of Auguftus +t.

Sulpicius was of a noble and patrician family, of 
the fame age, the fame ftudies, and the fame 
principles with Cicero , with whom he kept up 
a perpetual friendfliip. They went through their 
exercifes together when young, both at Rom e, 
and at Rhodes, in the celebrated fchool of IYTnlo: 
whence he became an eminent Pleader of caufes, 
and paffed through all the great offices of the Hate, 
with a fingular reputation of wifdom, learning, 
integrity; a confiant admirer of the modelly of 
the ancients; and a reprover of the infolence of 
his own time. W hen he could not arrive at the 
firft degree of fame, as an Orator, he refolved 
to excel in what was next to it, the charader of 
a Lawyer; chuling rather to be the firft, in the 
fécond art, than the fécond only in the firft : leaving 
therefore to his friend Cicero the field of eloquence, 
he contented himfelf with fuch a fhare of it , as 
was fufficient to fuftain and adorn the profeffion 
of the law* In this he fucceeded to his wilh;
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and was far fuperior to all, who had ever profefled 
it in Rome; being the firft, who reduced it to a 
proper fcience , or rational Syftem; and added 
light and method to that, which all others before 
him, had taught darkly and confufedly, Nor 
was his knowledge confined to the external forms, 
or the effects of the Municipal Laws : but enlarged 
by a comprehenfive view of univerfal equity 
which he made the interpreter of its fanitions, 
and the rule of all his decisions; yet he was always 
better pleafed to put an amicable; end to a con- 
troverfy, than to diredl a procefs^it Jaw. In his 
political behaviour he was always a friend td 
peace and liberty; moderating the violence of op- 
pofite parties, and difeouraging every ftep towards 
civil difienfion; and, in the late war, was fo bufy 
in contriving proje&s of an accommodation , that 
he gained the name of the Peace - Maker. Through 
a natural timidity of temper, confirmed by a 
profeffion and courfe of life averfe from arms, 
though he preferred Pompey’s caufe as the beft, 
he did not care to fight for it ; but taking Cae- 
far’s to be the ftrongeft, fuffered his fon to fol
low that camp, while he himfelf continued quiet 
and neuter r for this he was honored by Caefar, 
yet could never be induced to approve his go
vernment. From the time of Csefar’s death, he 
continued ftill to advife and promote all xnea- 
fures, which feemed likely to eftabliih the pub
lic concord; and died at laft, as he had lived, 
in the very act and office of peace-making*1 .

The Senate had heard nothing of Brutus and
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Caffius from the time of their leaving Italy, till 
Brutus now fent public Letters to the Confuls, 
giving, a particular account of his fuccefs againft 
«' Antony’s brother Caius, in fecuring Macedonia, 
€t Illvricum, and Greece , with all the feveral 
Ct armies in thofe countries to the interefts of the 
“  Republic: that C. Antony was retired to Apol- 
“  Ionia, with feven cohorts; where a good account 

V ft would foon be given of him: that a Legion 
j under L. J?ifovhad furrendered itfelf to young 

“  Cicero , t̂fre* IGommander of his Horfe : that 
*c DoIabellaTs iHoJfe, which was marching in two 
“  feparate bodies towards Syria, the one in Thef- 
“  faly, the other in Macedonia had deferted their 
“  Leaders, and joined themfelves to him: that 
“  Vatinius had opened the gates of Dyrrhachium 
Ci to him, and given up the Town with his troops 
‘ ‘ into his hands: that in all thefe tranfadions , 
“  Q. Hortenfius , the Proconful of Macedonia, 
“  had been particularly ferviceabje, in difpofing 
V the Provinces and their armies to declare for 
u the caufe of liberty #\ ”

Panfa no fooner received the letters, than he 
fummoned the Senate, to acquaint them with the 
contents; which raifed an incredible joy through 
the whole City 4*: after the letters were read, Panfa' 
fpoke largely in the praifes of Brutus; extolled 
his condudLand fervices; and moved, that public 
honors and thanks ihould be decreed to him : and 
then according to his cuftom , called upon his 
Father-indaw Calenus, to declare his fentiments 
the fifil: who, in a premeditated fpeech, delivered

from
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from writing, u acknowledged Brutus's letters to 
“  be well and properly drawn; but fince what he 
“  had done, was done without any commtflion 
“  and public authority, that he fhould be required 
“  to deliver up his forces to the orders of the 
“  Senate, or the proper Governors of the Frovin* 
“  ces — u Cicero fpoke next, and began “ with 
“  giving the thanks of the Houfe to Fanfa , for 
“  calling them together on that day, when they 
“  had no expe&ation of it; and not deferring a 
“  moment to give them a fliare of the joy, which 
“  Brutus's letters had brought. He obferves, that 
“  Panfa, by fpeaking fo largely in the praife of 
“  Brutus, had fiiown that to be true, which he had 
“  always taken to be fo, that no man ever envied 
“  another’s virtue, who was confcious of his own: 
“  that he had prevented him, to whom, for his 
“  intimacy with Brutus , the talk feemed particu- 
“  larly to belong, from faying fo much, as he 
“  intended, on that fabjedl ” — then addreffing 
himfelf to Calenus, he aiks, “  What could be the 
“  meaning of that perpetual war* which he declared 
“  againft the Brutus? why he alone was always 
“  oppofmg , when every one elfe was almoft 
“  adoring them ? — that to talk of Brutus's letters 
“  being rightly drawn , was not to praife Brutus, 
“  but his fecretary— when did he ever hear of a 
“  decree in that fly le , that Letters were properly 
“  written: yet the expreiGon did not fall from 
“  him by chance, but was defigned, premeditated, 
“  and brought in w riting— 4\ He exhorts him to 
“  confult with his fon-in-law, Panfa, oftener than 

V o l . HI. K
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« xvith himfelf, if he would preferve his character: 
« profefles that he could not help pitying him, 
ic to hear it given out among the people, thate 
u there was not a fecond vote on the iide of him, 

who gave the firft; which would be the cafe, 
u he believed, in that day’s debate. You would 
“  take away, ” fays he, “  the Legions from Brutus, 
44 even thofe which he has drawn off from the 
4t traiterous defigns of C. Antony, and engaged 
« by his own authority in the public fervice: you 
44 would have him fent once more, as it were, 
44 into Baniihment, naked arid forlorn: but for 
<c you, Fathers, if ever you betray, or defert 
ct Brutus, what Citizen will you honor? whom 
$t will you favor? unlefs you think thofe, who 
* offer Kingly Diadems, worthy to be preferved; 
<c thofe who aboliih the name of K ing, to be 

abandoned. He proceeds to difplay with great 
44 force the merit and praifes of Brutus: his mode- 
44 ration, mildnefs , patience of injuries : how 
44 ftudioufly he had avoided every ftep, which 
<c could give a handle to civil tumults; quitting 
44 the City; living retired in the Country; forbid- 
<c ding the refort of friends to him; and leaving 
w Italy itfelf, left any caufe of war ihould arife 
u on his account — that as long as he faw the 
Ci Senate difpofed to bear every thing, he was 
44 refolved to bear too; but when he perceived 
46 them infpired with a fpirit of liberty, he then ex* 
“  ci ted himfelf to provide them fuccours to defend 
*4 it — 47 that if he had not defeated the defperate 
“  attempts of C. Antony, they had loft Macedonia,
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“  Illyricum, and Greece; the laft of which afforded 
“  either a commodious retreat to Antony, when 
“  driven out of Italy, or the bed opportunity of 
“  invading it; which now, by Brutus’s manage-*
“  ment, being ftiongly provided with troops,
“  ftretched out it’s arms, as it were, and offered 
“  its help to Italy +\ ” — “  That Caius’s march 
“  through the Provinces was, to plunder the allies,
“  to fcatter wafte and defolation whetever he 
Ci palled, to employ the armies of the Roman 
“  People againft the people themfelves: whereas 
“  Brutus rtiade it a law , wherefoever he came, to 
“  difpenfe light, hope, and fecurity to all around ' 
“  him; in fhort, that the one gathered forces to 
“  preferve, the other to overturn the Republic:
“  the foldiers themfelves could judge of this, as well 
“  as the Senate; as they had declared, by their 
“  defertion of C. Antony, who by that time either 
c< was, or would foon be Brutus’s prifaner** —
“  that there was no apprehenfion of danger from 
“  Brutus’s power; that his Legions, his Mercena^
“  ries, his Horfe, and above all, himfelf was wholly 
“  theirs ; formed for the fervice of the Republic,
“  as well as by his own excellent virtue, as a kind 
“  of fatality derived from his Anceftors, both on 
“  the Father’s and the Mother’s fide — that none 
“  could ever blame him for any thing, unlefs for 
“  too great a backwardnefs and averfion to war; 
cc and his not humoring the ardor of all Italy in 
“  their eager third of liberty — that it was a vain 
“  fear, which fome pretended to entertain, that 
“  the Veterans would be difguded to fee Brutus

K *



•* at the head of an arm y; as if there were any 
“  difference between his army, and the armies of 
“  Hirtius, Panfa, D. Brutus, Odavius; all which 
ce had feverally received public honors for their 

defence of the people of Rom e: that M. Brutus 
“  could not be more fufpeded by the Veterans, 
tc than Decimus; for though the ad of the Brutus, 
cc and the praife of it was common to them both, 
*« yet thofe, who difapproved it, were more angry 
w with Decimus; as thinking him, of all others, 
cc the laft, who ought to have done it; yet what 
cc were all their armies now doing, but relieving 
ct Decimus from the fiege? 50 — that if there was 

any real danger from Brutus, Panfa’s fagacity 
c< would eafily iind it out: but as they had juft 
tc now heard from his own mouth , he was fo far 
C£ from thinking his army to be dangerous, that 

he looked upon it as the firmeft fupport o f the 
cc Commonwealth51— that it was the conftant art 
u of the difaffeded, to oppofe the name of the 
a Veterans to every good defign : that he was 
<c always ready to encourage their valor, but 
cc would never endure their arrogance. Shall we, ”  
fays he, “ who are now breaking off the ihackles 
u of our fervitude, be difeouraged, if any one 
<£ tells us, that the Veterans will not have it 
££ fo? — let that then come out from me at laft, 
“  which is true, and becoming my charader to 
u fpeak; that if the refolutions of this Body muft 
ci be governed by the will of the Veterans; if all 
u our words and ads muft be regulated by their 
“  humor, then it is high time to >yiih for death;

T H E  L I F E  O F



M. T. C 1 C E R  O. i3 3

*  which to Roman Citizens was ever preferable to 
<c flavery 5‘ — that Cnee fo many chances of death 
44 furrounded them all both day and night, it was 
44 not the part of a man, much lefs of a Roman, 
44 to fcruple the giving up that breath to his 
44 Country, which he mufl neceflarily give up to 
4t nature”  — that Antony was the Cngle and 
44 common enemy of them all; though he had 
44 indeed his brother Lucius with him, who feemed 
44 to be born on purpofe, that Marcus might not 
44 be the moil infamous of all mortals : that he 
44 had a crew alfo of defperate Villains gaping after 
44 the fpoils of the Republic •— that the army of 
44 Brutus was provided againil thefe; whofe foie 
‘ ‘ .w ill, thought, and purpofe was, to proted the 
44 Senate and the liberty of the people — who after 
44 trying in vain, what patience would do, found it 
44 neceflary at laft to oppofe force to force ”  — 
44 that they ought therefore to grant the fame 
44 privilege to M . Brutus, which they had granted 
44 before to Decimus and to Octavius ; and confirm 
44 by public authority, what he had been doing for 
44 them by his private counfel. 3i — For which pur
pofe he propofed the following decree — 44 whereas 
46 by the pains, counfel, induftry, virtue of Q. Cicpio 
44 Brutus ” , Proconful , in the utmoft diftrefs of 
“  the Republic , the Province of Macedonia, 
“  Illyricum, and Greece, with all their Legions, 
44 Armies, Horfe, are now in the power of the 
44 Confuls, Senate and People of Rome ; that 
44 Q. Csepio Brutus, Proconful, has aded therein 
”  ’Well, and for the good of the Republic; agreeably
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*  to his charader, the dignity ôf his anceftors, and 
** to his ufual manner of ferving the Common- 
« wealth; and that bis conduct is and ever will 
« be acceptable to the Senate and People of Rome, 
“  That Q  Cæpio Brutus, Proconful, be ordered, 
M to proted, guard , and defend the province of 
“  Macedonia, Illyricum, and all Greece; and com* 
“  mand that arm y, which he himfelf has raifed : 
*6 that whatever money he wants for military 
M fervice, he may ufe and take it from any part 
“  of the public revenues, where it can beft be 
u raifed; or borrow it where he thinks proper; 
w and impofe contributions of grain and forage; 
** and take care to draw all his troops as near to 
41 Italy as poifible : and whereas it appears by the 
44 Letters of Q. Cæpio Brutus, Proconful, that the 
“  public fervice has been greatly advanced, by 
44 the Endeavours and Virtue of Q. Hortenfius, 

Proconful; and that he concerted all his meafures 
“  with Q. Cæpio Brutus, Proconful, to the great 
“  benefit of the commonwealth; that Q. Hortenfius, 
44 Proconful, has aded therein rightly, regularly, 
“  and for the public good; and that it is the will 
“  of the Senate, that Q. Hortenfius, Proconful, 
14 with his Quæftors, Proquæftors, and Lieutenants, 
** hold the Province of Macedonia, till a fuccelfor 
<f be appointed by the Senate. ”

Cicero fent this fpeech to Brutus, with that alfo, 
which he made on the firft of January; qf which 
Brutus fays in anfwer to him, 44 I have read your 
44 two orations, the one on the firft of January, 
** the other on the fubjed of my letters, againft
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cc Calenus: you expert now, without doubt, that 
** I ihould praife them: I am at a lofs what to 
** praife the* moft in them; your courage, or your 
“  abilities: I allow you now in earned to call 
** them Philippics, as you intimated jocofely in a 

former Letter 5V ’ — Thus the name of Philippics, 
which feems to have been thrown out at firft in 
gayety and jeft only, being taken up and propa
gated by his friends, became at laft the fixt and 
{landing title of thefe orations; which yet for 
feveralages, were called, we find, indifferently 
cither Philippics or Antonians >r. Brutus declared 
himfelf fo well pleafed with thefe two, which he 
had feen, that Cicero promifed to fend him after
wards all the reft ,B.

Brutus, when he firft left Italy, failed diredly 
for Athens; where he fpent fome time in concert
ing meafures, how to make himfelf mafter of 
Greece and Macedonia; which was the great 
defign that he had in view. Here he gathered 
about him all the young Nobility and Gentry of 
Rom e, who, for the opportunity of their educa
tion, had been fent to this celebrated feat of 
learning: but of them all, he took the moft notice 
of young Cicero; and after a little acquaintance, 
grew very fond of him; admiring his parts and 
virtue, and furprifed to find in one fo young, 
fuch a generoiity and greatnefs of mind, with fuch 
an averfion to Tyranny 5\  He made him there
fore one of his Lieutenants, though he was but 
twenty years old; gave him the command of his 
Horfe ; and employed him in feveral commiflions
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of great truft and importance; in all w hich the 
young man fignalized both his courage and conduit; 
and behaved with great credit to himfelf, great 
fatisfaction to his General, and great benefit to 
the public fcrvice; as Brutus did him the juftice 
to iignify both in his private and public Letters to 
Rome In writing to Cicero, “ Your ion,” fays 
he, “ recommends himfelf to me fo effedually by 
« his induftry, patience, adivity, greatnefs of 
cc mind, and in Ihort, by every duty, that he 
“  feems never to drop the remembrance of whofe 
cc fon he is: wherefore fince it is not poflible for 
“  me to make you love him more than you do al- 
cc ready, yet allow thus much to my judgment, 
“  as to perfuade yourfelf, that he will have no 
“  occafion to borrow any fhare of your glory, in 
** order to obtain his Father’s honors— *\ ” 
This account given by one, who was no flatter
er, may be concluded as the real charader of 
the youth: which is confirmed likewife by what 
Lentulu* wrote of him about the fame time: 
“  I could not fee your fon ,” fays he, “ wheri I 
** was laft with Brutus, becaufe he was gone 
** with the horfe into winter - quarters: but by 
"  my. faith, it gives me great joy for your fake, 

for his, and efpecially my own, that he is in 
fuch efteem and reputation: for as he is your 
fon, and worthy of you, I cannot but look 

** upon him as1 my brother*1. ”
Cicero was fo full of the greater affairs, which 

were the fubjed of his Letters to Brutus, that he 
had fcarce ieifure to take notice of what was faid
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about his fon: he juft touches it, however, in one 
or two Letters: “  As to my Son, if his merit b6 
“  as great as you write, I rejoice at it as much as 
“  I ought to do: or if you magnify it, out o f 
“  love to him, even that gives me an’ incredible 
“  jo y , to perceive, that he is beloved by you 61.” 
Again; te I defire you, my dear Brutus, to keep 
** my fon with you as much as poffible: he will 
u find no better fchool of virtue, than in the 
“  contemplation and imitation of y o u 6'*

Though Brutus intimated nothing in his public 
Letters, but what was profperous and-encouraging, 
yet in his private accounts to Cicero, he fignified 
a great want of money and recruits, and begged 
to be fupplied with both from "Italy, efpecially 
with recruits; either by a vote of the Senate, 
or if that could not be had, by fome fecret mâ  
nagement, without the privity of Panfa; to which 
Cicero anfwered, “ You tell me, that you want 
“  two neceifary things, recruits and money: it is 
“  difficult to help you. I know no other way of 
“  raifing money which can be of ufe to you , 
“  but what the Senate has decreed, of borrowing 
“  it from the Cities. As to recruits, 1 do not 
“  fee what can be done: for Panfa is fo far from 
“  granting any fhare of his army or recruits to 
“  you, that he is even uneafy to fee fo many 
u volunteers going over to you : his reafon , I take 
M it, is, that he thinks no forces too great for 
“  the demands of our affairs in Italy : for as to 
u what many fufpeft, that he has no mind to 
“  fee you too ftrong, I  have no fufpicion of
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“  i t '4.” — Panfa feems to have been much in 
the right, for refufing to part with any troops 
out of Italy, where the ftrefs of the war now 
lay , on the fuccefs of which the fate of the whole 
Republic depended.

But there came news of a different kind about 
the fame time to Rome, of Dolabella’s fuccefsful 
exploits in Afia. He left the C ity , as it is faid 
above, before the expiration of his Confulfhip, 
to poffefs himfelfof Syria; which had been allotted 
to him by Antony's management: and taking his 
way through Greece and Macedonia, to gather 
what money and troops he could raife in thofe 
countries, he paffed over into Afia, in hopes of 
inducing that Province to abandon Trebonius, 
and declare for him: having fent his Emiffaries 

.therefore before him to prepare for his reception, 
he arrived before Smyrna, where Trebonius re- 
fided , without any fhow of hoftility, or forces 
fuflScient to give any great alarm, pretending to 
defire nothing more , than a free paffage through 
the Country to his own Province. Trebonius re~ 
fufed to admit him into the Town ; but con- 
fented to fupply him with refrefhments without 
the gates: where many civilities paffed between 
them, with great profeffions on Dolabella’s part 
of amity and friendlhip to Trebonius, who pro- 
mifed in his turn, that if Dolabella would depart 
quietly from Smyrna , he ihould be received into 
Ephefus, in order to pafs forward toward Syria. 
T o  this Dolabella feemingly agreed: and finding 
it impracticable to take Smyrna by open force,
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contrived to furprife it by ftratagem: embracing 
thereforeTrebonius’s offer, he fet forwards towards 
Ephefus; but after he had marched feveral miles, 
and Trebonius’s men, who were fent after to ob* 
ferve him, were retired; turned back ioftantly in 
the night, and arriving again at Smyrna before day, 
found it, as he expeéted, negligently guarded, 
and without any apprehenfion of an affault; fo 
that his foldiers, by the help of ladders, pre- 
fently mounting the wails , poffeffed therofelves 
of it without oppofition , and feized Trebonius 
liimfelf in his bed, before he knew any thing of 
his danger *f.

Dolabella treated him with the utmoft cruelty; 
kept him two days under torture , to extort a 
difcovery of all the money in his cuflody; then 
ordered his head to be cut off, and carried about 
on a Spear; and his body to be dragged about 
the ftreets, and thrown into the fea This was 
the firft blood, that was fpilt, on the account of 
Csefar’s death ; which was now revenged in 
kind upon one of the principal Confpirators, 
and the only one, who was of Confular rank. 
It had been projected without doubt in concert 
with Antony, to make the revenge of Csefar’s 
death the avowed caufe of their arms , in order 
to draw the Veterans to their fide, or make 
them unwilling at leaft to a<3 againft them: and 
it gave a clear warning to Brutus, and his affo- 
ciates, what they were to exped , if their ene
mies prevailed, as well as a fad prefage to all 
honeft men of the cruel effe&s and mercilefs fury 
of the impending war.
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On the news of Trebonius’s death, the Se
nate was fummoned by the Conful, where Do- 
labella was unanimoufly declared a public enemy, 
and his eftate confifcated. Calenus himfelf firft 
propofed the vote , and faid, that if any thing 
more fevere could he thought o f, he would be 
for it : the indignation of the City was fo in
flamed , that he was forced to comply with the 
popular humor, and hoped perhaps to put fóme 
difficulty upon Cicero, who, for his relation to 
Dolabella, would, as he imagined, be for mode
rating the punifbment. But though Calenus was 
miftaken in this, he was concerned in moving 
another queftion, which greatly perplexed Ci
cero, about the choice of a General , to manage 
this new war againft Dolabella. T w o opinions 
were propofed ; the one, that P. Servilius ihould 
be fent with an extraordinary Commiffion ; the 
other, that the two Confuís fhould jointly profe- 
cute the war, with the Provinces of Syria and 
Afia allotted to them. This was very agreeable 
to Panfa , and pufhed therefore not only by his 
friends, but by all Antony's party, who fancied, 
that it would take off the attention of the Con
fuís from the war of Italy; give Dolabella time 
to ftrengthen himfelf in Afia; raife a coldriefs 
between the Confuís and Cicero, if he ventured 
to oppofe it; and above all1, put a public af
front upon Caffius ; who by his prefence in 
thofe parts, feemed to have the beft pretenfion 
to that commiffion. The debate continued through 
the firft day, without coming to any iffuc; and
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was adjourned to the next In the mean while 
CafGus's m other-in-law , Servilia , and other 
friends were endeavouring to prevail with Ci
cero to drop the oppofition , for fear of alienat
ing Panfa: but in vain; for he refolved at all 
hazards to defend the honor of Caflius: and when 
the debate was refumed the next morning, exerted 
all his intereft and eloquence to procure a decree 
in his favor.

He began his fpeech by obferving, “  that in 
** their prefent grief for the lamentable fate of 
44 Trebonius, the Republic, hoviever, would reap 
u fome good from it, fince they now faw the 
“  barbarous cruelty of thofe, who had taken arms 
44 againft their ̂ country: for of the two Chiefs of 
44 the prefent war, the one, by effecting what he 
“  wilhed , had difcovered what the other aimed 
“  at *7. That they both meant nothing lefs than 
44 the death and deftruftion of all honeft men; nor 
44 would be fatisfied, it fecmed, with fimple death, 
u for that was the punifhment of nature , but 
44 thought the rack and tortures due to their 
44 revenge — that what Dolabella had executed, 
44 was the piilure of what Antony intended: that 
“  they were a true pair, exaitly matched, march- 
44 ing by concert and equal paces in the execution 
“ of their wicked purpofes” — this he illuftrates 
by parallel inftatices from the conduit of each; 
and after difplaying the inhumanity of Dolabella, 
and the unhappy fate of Trebonius, in a manner 
proper to excite indignation againft; the one, and 
compaHion for the other; he ihows, “ that Dola-
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*  bella was ftill the more unhappy of the two, 
“  and nuiil needs fuffer more from the guilt of his 

“ 4C mind, than Trebonius from the Tortures of his 
€c body — what doubt/5 fays he, u can there be 
41 which of them is the moil miferable ? he whofe 
"  death the Senate and People are eager to revenge; 
Ci or he, who is adjudged to be a traitor by the 
4t unanimous vote of the Senate; for in all other 
“  refpeds, it is the greateft injury to Trebonius # 
Ci to compare his life with Dolabella’s. As to the 
M one, every body knows his wifdotn , w it, 
“  humanity , innocence , greatnefs of mind in 
*c freeing his country; but as to the other, cruelty 
« was his delight from a boy, with alewdnefs fo 

fhamelefs and abandoned, that he ufed to value 
u himfelffor doing, what his very adverfaries could 
M not objed to him with modefty, Yet this man, 
“  good Gods! was once mine: for I was not very 
u curious to inquire into his vices; nor ihould I 
c< now perhaps have been his enemy, had he not 
u fhown himfelf an enemy to you, to his country, 
** to the domeftic Gods and Altars of us a ll; nay, 

even to nature and humanity itfelf“ . He exhorts 
“  them, from this warning given by Dolabella, 
<c to ad with the greater vigor againft Antony: 
“  for if he, who had about him but a few of 
u thofe capital incendiaries, the ringleaders of 
u rapine and rebellion, durft attempt an ad fo 
u abominable, what barbarity were they not to 
cc exped from Antony, who had the whole crew 

*“  of them in his camp; ” — the principal of whom 
he defcribes by name and charader; and,adds,
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u that as he had often diffented unwillingly from 
4< Calenus, fo now at Iaft he had the pleafure to 
44 agree with him, and to let them fee that he 
41 had no diflike to the man, but to the caufe; 
44 that in this cafe, he not only concurred with 
44 him, but thanked him for propounding a vote 
44 fo fevere, and worthy the Republic, in decree- 
<c ing Dolabella an enemy , and his eftate to 
44 be confifcated *\ ” — Then as to the fecond' 
point, which was of greater delicacy, the nomi* 
nation of a General to be fent again ft Dolabella, 
he proceeds to give his reafons for reje&ing the 
two opinions p'ropofed ; the one , for fending 
Servilius, the other, for the two Gonfuls <— of 
the firft, he fays, ccthat extraordinary commiflions 
44 were always odious, where they were not necef* 
“  fary: and wherever they had been granted, it 
46 was in cafes very different from this — that if 
44 the commiffion in debate ihould be decreed to 
44 Servilius , it would feem an affront to all the 
44 reft of the fame rank, that being equal in dignity, 
44 they ihould* be thought unworthy of the fame 
41 honor — that he himfelf indeed had voted an 
14 extraordinary commiflion to young Csefar; but 
44 Caffar had firft given an extraordinary pro- 
44 tedlion and deliverance to them : that they 
44 .muft either have taken his army from him* or 
44 decree the command of it to him; which could 
44 not therefore be fo properly faid to be given, 
44 as not taken away : but that no fuch commif- 
44 fion had ever been granted to any one, who 
44 was wholly idle and unemployed7*. — T o the



“  fecond opinion, of decreeing that Province to 
“  the Confuis , he fhows it to be both againft the 
“  dignity of the Confuis themfelves, and againft 
“  the public fervice : that when D. Brutus , a 
“  Conful eled, was a&ually befieged, on the pre- 
“  fervation of whom their common fafety de- 
“  pended ; and when a dreadful war was on foot, 
“  already intrufted to the two Confuis, the very 
“  ftiention of Afia and Syria would give a handle 
“  to jealoufy and envy ; and though the decree 
“  was not to take place till D. Brutus ihould firft 
$t be relieved, yet a new commiffion would necef- 
4t farily take off fome part of their thoughts and 
“  attention from the old. Then addreffing himfelf 
44 to Paiiia,” he fays, “ that though his mind, 
44 he knew, was intent on delivering D* Brutus, 
44 yet the nature of things would force him , to 
44 turn it fometimes towards Dolabella : and that, 
44 if he had more minds than one, they ihould alt 
44 be dire&ed and wholly fixt on Modena 71: that 
44 for his own part, he had refigned in his Con- 
44 fulihip a rich and well furniihed Province, that 
<c nothing might interrupt his endeavours to quench 
44 that flame, which was then raifcd in his country: 
44 he wiihed that Panfa would imitate him, whom 
44 he ufed to commend; that if the Confuis, however, 
u defired to have provinces, as other great men 
44 had ufually done, let them firft bring D. Brutus 
44 fafe home to them : who ought to be guarded 
44 with the fame care, as the image that fell from 
4 Heaven, and was kept in the temple of Vefta, 
44 in the fafety of which they were all fafe. That

this
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this decree would create great delay and obftruo 
** tion to the war againft Dolabella; which re* 
44 qnired a General prepared, equipped , and 
14 already inverted with command : one, who had 
44 authority* reputation* an army, and a refolution 
44 tried in the fervice of his country 71 — that it 
** muft therefore either be Brutus or Caffius, or 
“  both of them— that Brutus could not befpared 
u from Macedonia, where he was quelling the 
44 laft efforts of the facftion ; and oppreffing C. An* 
41 tony, who, with the remains of a broken army* 
14 was ' dill in poffeffion of fome confiderable 
44 places : that when he had finiihed that work* 
44 if he found it of ufe to the Commonwealth to 
44 purfue Dolabella , he would do it himfelf, as 
u he had hitherto done, without waiting for their 
44 orders : for both he and CalfJus had, on many 
44 occafions, been a Senate to themfelves ; that in 
44 fuch a feafon of general condition, it was necef* 
44 fary to be governed by the times, rather than 
44 by rules : that Brutus and Caffius ever held the 
44 fafety and liberty of their country , to be the 
44 mod facred rule of a ilin g71. For by what 
44 law /* fays he, Ci by what right have they hi- 
44 therto been ailin g , the one in Greece , the

other in Syria; but by that, which Jupiter him- 
44 felf ordained, that all things beneficial to the 
44 Community ihould be edeemed lawful and juft? 
44 for law is nothing el!e but right reafon, derived 
44 to us from the G ods, enjoining what is honeft, 
44 prohibiting the contrary; this was the law which 
*  Caffius obeyed , when he went into Syria j

V ol. in .  t
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« another man s Province, if we judge by written 
“  Jaw ; but when thefe are overturned, his own, 
u by the law of nature — but that Caffius’s 
u ads might be confirmed alfo by the author- 
41 ity of the Senate , he propofed a decree 
t4 to this effed ; that whereas the Senate has 
“  declared P. Dolabella to be an enemy of the 
44 Roman people, and ordered him to be purfued 
44 by open war ; to the intent, that he may fuffer 
41 the punilhment due to him, both from Gods and 
44 men; it is the will of the Senate, that C. Caffius, 
u Proconful, ihall hold the Province of Syria, in 
44 the fame manner, as if he had obtained it by 
44 right of law : and that he receive the feveral 
44 armies from Q. Marcius Crifpus, Proconful, 
44 L. Statius Murcus, Proconful, A  Allienus, 
u Lieutenant; which they are hereby required to 
44 deliver to him : that with thefe , and what 
44 other forces he can procure , he ihall purfue 
44 Dolabella both by land and fea : that for the
44 occafions of the war, he fhall have a power to 
“  demand fliips, feamen, money, and all things
45 ufeful to him, Irom whomfoever he thinks fit, 
44 in Syria, Afia, Bithynia, Pontus : and that 
44 whatever Province he comes into in profeenting

the war, he ihal] have an authority fuperior to
46 that of the proper Governor : that if King 
44 Deiotarus, the Father , or the Son , ihall aflift 
“  C. Caflius, Proconful, with their troops , as 
“  they have oft alii (ted the Roman people in other 
“  wars , their conduit will be acceptable to the

Senate and People : that if any of the other
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44 Kings, Tetrarchs and Potentates (hall do the 
u like, the Senate and People will not be unmind- 
44 ful of their fervices : that as foon as the public 
44 affairs were fettled, C. Panfa and A. Hirtius 
44 the Confuls , one or both of them, fhould take 
44 the firft opportunity of moving the Senate about 
u the ditpofal of the Confular and Praetorian Pro- 
44 vinces ; and that in the mean while they fhould 
44 all continue in the hands of thofe f who now 
44 held them, till iuccefiors were appointed by the 
44 Senate 7\  ”

From the Senate, Cicero went dire&ly into the 
Forum , to give the people an account of the 
debate, and recommend to them the interefts of 
Caflius : hither Panfa followed him, and to weaken 
the influence of his authority, declared to the 
Citizens, that what Cicero contended for, was 
againft the will and advice of Caflius’s ncareft 
friends and relations — of which Cicero gives tlie 
following account in a letter to Caflius.

M . T . Cicero to C. Caflius.

u With what zeal I defended your dignity, both 
44 in the Senate and with the People, I wouki 
« have you learn rather from your other friends, 
w than from me. M y opinion would eafily have 
w prevailed in the Senate, had not Panfa eagerly 
w oppofed it. After I had propofed that vote , I 
« was produced to the people by Servilius, the 
w Tribune, and faid every thing, which I could 
« of you, with a ftrength of voice, that filled the
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“  Forum; and with fuch a clamor, and approbation 
« of the people , that I had never feen the like 
“  before. You will pardon me 1 hope, for doing 
“  it againil the will of your mother-in-law. The 
<c timorous woman was afraid , that Panfa would 
“  be difgulted. Panfa indeed declared to the 
“  allembly, that both your jnother and brother 
“  were againil it ; but that did not move me, I 
“  had other confiderations more at heart : my re- 
u gard was to the Republic, to which I have 
“  always wifhed well, and to your dignity and 
“  glory. But there is one thing which I enlarged 
“  upon in the Senate, and mentioned alfo to the 
“  people, in which I mull defire you to make my 
<( words good : for I promifed, and in a manner 
ct allured them, that you neither had, nor would 
** wait for our decrees; but would defend the 
“  Republic yourfelFin your own way : andthough 
“  we had heard nothing, either where you were, 
u or what forces you had ; yet I took it for granted, 
<c that all the forces in thofe parts were yours; 
“  and was confident, that you had already re- 

covered the Province of Afia to the Republic: 
“  let it be your care to outdo yourfelf, in endea- 
“ vouring Hill to advance your own glory. Adieu7'.” 

As to the ¡flue of the contefl, feme writers tell 
us , that it ended ,as Cicero defired : but it is 
evident from the Letter, juft recited, and more 
clearly dill from other Letters, that Panfas author
ity prevailed againil him, for granting the com- 
miffion to the Confuís7*. Caflius, however, as 
Cicero advifed and declared, had littje regard to
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what they were decreeing at Rome ; but undertook 
the whole affair himfelf, and loon put an end to 
Dolabella’s triumphs, as will be mentioned hereafter 
in its proper place*

The Statue of M inerva, which Cicero, upon 
his going into exile, had dedicated in the Capitol, 
by the title of the Guardian of the C ity , w as, 
about the end of the laft year, thrown down and 
ihattered to pieces by a tempeft of thunder and 
lightning. This the later writers take notice of, as 
ominous, and portending the fall of Cicero himfelf; 
though neither Cicero, nor any of that time, made 
any fuch refledtion upon it. The Senate, however, 
out of refpedt to him, palled a decree in a full 
Houfe, on the eighteenth of M arch, that the 
Statue fhould be repaired , and reitored to its 
place77. So that it was now made by public 
authority, what he himfelf had defigned it to be, 
a {landing monument to pofterity, that the fafety 
of the Republic had been the conftant object of 
his counfels.

D. Brutus was reduced by this time to fucli 
flraits in Modena , that his friends began to be 
greatly alarmed for him; taking it for granted, 
that if he fell into Antony’s hands, he would be 
treated no better than Trebonius. The mention 
therefore of a pacification being revived in the 
Senate, and recommended by Panfa himfelf, upon 

an intimation given by Antony’s friends, that he 
was now in a difpofitiQn to fubmit to reaftn, 
Cicero, out of a concern for Brutus’s fafety, con- 
fented to the decree of a fecond Em baffy, to be

L 3
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executed by himfelf and Servilius together with 
three other Confular. Senators : but finding upon 
recollection, that there appeared no fymptoms of 
any change in Antony, and that his friends pro
duced no proofs of it, nor any thing new in his 
conducft, he was convinced that he had made a 
faife ftep , and that nothing more was intended 
than to gain time; which was of great ufe to Antony, 
as it would retard the attempts of relieving Modena, 
and give an opportunity to Ventidins to join him, 
who was marching towards him at that time with 
three Legions. At the next meeting therefore of 
the Senate, he retraced his opinion, and declared 
againft the late decree, as dangerous and infidious, 
and in a warm and pathetic fpeech prefled them to 
refeind it. He owns, w that it was indecent for 
“  one, whofe authority they had fo often fol- 
“  lowed in the mod important debates, to ’declare 
“  himfelf miftaken and deceived ; yet his comfort 
“  was, that it was in common with them all, 
“  and with a Conful of the greateft wifdom: 
“  that when Pifo and Calenus, who knew An- 
<£ tony’s fecret, the one of whom entertained his 
“  wife and children at his houfe, the other was 
il perpetually fending and receiving Letters from 
** him, began to renew, what they had long in- 
“  termitted, their exhortations to peace; and when 

1 U tbe Conful thought fit to exhort the fame thing, 
* a man i whofe prudence could not eafily be im- 

„ ^*®pofed upon; whofe yirtue approved no peace , 
but on Antony’s fubmiflion j whofe greatnefs of



“  mind preferred death to flavery ; it was natural 
“  to imagine, that there was fome fpecial reafon 
“  for all this; fome fecret wound in Antony’s 
“  affairs, which the public was unacquainted 
“  with : efpecially when it was reported, that 
u Antony’s family were under fome unufual afffic- 
“  tion, and his friends in the Senate betrayed a 
“  dejection in their looks — for if there was no- 
“  thing in it, why Ihould Pifo and Galenus , above 
“  all others; why at that time; why fo unexpedt* 
“  edly , fo fuddenly move for peace ? yet now , 
“  when they had entangled the Senate in a pa* 
“  cific Embaffy, they both denied, that ttjer« 
“  was any thing new or particular, which in- 
“  duced them to it7* : that there could be no oc- 
“  cafion therefore for new meafures , when there 
“  was nothing new in the cafe itfelf—that they were 
“  drawn in, and deceived by Antony's friends, who 
“  were ferving his private, not the public intereft— 
“  that he had feen it from the firft, though but 
“  darkly; his concern for Brutus having dazzled his 
“  eyes , for whofe liberty , if a fubflitute could be 
“  accepted, he would freely offer himfelf to be 
“  fhut up in his place — that if Antony would 
“  humble himfelf, and fue to them for any 
“  thing, he ihould perhaps be for hearing him; 
“  but while he flood to his arms y and ailed 
“  offenfively, their buiinefs was to refill force
“  by force— -----but they would tell him per-
“  haps, that the thing was not in their power, 
“  fince an Embaffy was a&ually decreed. But 
c< what Js  it, ” fays he, “  that is not free to the

L  4



w wife, which it is poffible to retrieve? it is 
the cafe of every man to err, but the part

“  only of a fool to perfevere in error-------if
“  we have been drawn away by falfe and falla- 
M cious hopes, let us turn again into the w ay ; 
“  for the fureft harbour to a penitent is a change 
“  of his conduit7*. He then (hows, how the 
“  Embaffy, fo far from being of fervice, would 
“  certainly hurt, nay, had already hurt the Re^ 
“  public; by checking the zeal of the Towns 
“  and Colonies of Italy; and the courage of 
“  the Legions, which had declared for them, 
“  who could never be eager to fight, while the 
“  Senate was founding a r e t r e a t . —^ -^ T h at 
“  nothing was more unjuft;, than to determine 
“  any thing about peace, without the confent 
“  of thofe who were carrying on the w ar; and 
“  not only without, but againfl their confent : 
“  that Hirtius and Caefar had no thoughts of 
“  peace; from whom he had letters then in his 
“  hands, declaring their hopes of vidory ; for 
“  their defire was to conquer, and to acquire 
“  peace, not by treaty, but by v id o ry 81.—
“  That there could riot poffibly be any peace 
“  with one, to whom nothing could be grant- 
“  ed : they had voted him to have forged fe- 
“  veral decrees of the Senate; would they vote 
“  them again to be genuine ? they had annulled 
“  his laws, as made by violence; would they 
“  now confent to reftore them ? they had de- 
“  creed him to have embezzled five millions of 
*  money; could fuch 4 wafte be abfolved from
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“  a charge of fraud? that immunities, Prieft- 
“  hoods, Kingdoms, had been fold by him; 
41 could thofe bargains be confirmed , which 
“  their decrees had made void? — That if 
“  they ihould grant him the farther Gaul and 
“  an army, what would it be elfe, but to defer 
“  the war, not to make peace? nay, not only 
“  to prolong the w ar, but to yield him the vie-
“  toryM. ------—Was it for th is,” fays he, “ that
“  we have put on the robe of war, taken arms, 
“  fent out all the youth of Italy; that with a 
“  moil flouriihing and numerous army we ihould 
“  fend an Embaffy at laft for peace? and muft 
“  I bear a part in that Embaffy, or affift in that 
“  counfel, where, if I differ from the reft, the 
“  people of Rome can never know it ? fo that 
“  whatever conceflions are made to Antony, or 
“ whatever mifehief he may do hereafter, it
“  muft be at the hazard of my credit. >%----—
He then ihows, “  that if an Embaffy muft needs 
“  be fent, he, of all men, was the moil im- 
“  proper to be employed in i t : that he had ever 
“  been againft an Embaffy; was the mover of 
“  their taking the habit of war; was always for 
“ the fevereft proceedings both againft Antony 
“  and his affoeiates— .—-that all that party look- 
“  ed upon him as prejudiced; and Antony would
“  be offended at the fight of him*4. ------- That
“  if they did not trouble themfelves, how An- 
“  tony might take it, he begged them at* leaft 
“  to fpare him the pain o f feeing Antony; which 
** he Ihould never be able to bear: who in a
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“  fpecch lately to his parricides, when he was 
{C diftributing rewards to the boldeft of them t
fC had promifed Cicero’s eftate to Petiflius-------
« that he fhould never endure the fight of 
« L. Antony; whofe cruelty he could not have 
« efcaped, but by the defence of his walls and 
ce gates, and the zeal of his native Town : that 
« though he might be able to command himfelf, 
* and diffemble his uneafinefs at the fight of 
<c Antony and his crew, yet fome regard ihould 
cc be had to his life; not that he fet any value 
a upon it himfelf, but it ought not to be thought 
ct defpicable by the Senate and People of R om e: 
u fince, if he did not deceive himfelf, it was 
fC he who by his watchings, cares and votes, 
“  had managed matters fo, that all the attempts 
“ of their enemies had not hitherto been able to
tc do them any harm**.-----That his life had;
“  been often attempted at home , where the 
cc fidelity of his friends, and the eyes of all 
“  Rome were his guard; what might he not 
“  apprehend from fo long a journey ? that there 
“  were three roads from Rome to M odena; the 
“  Flaminian along the upper fea; the Aurelian 
“  along the lower; the Caffian in the middle — 
“  that they were all of them befet by Antony’s 
“  allies, his own utter enemies: the Caffian by 
“  Lento; the Flaminian by Ventidius; the Au- 
“  relian by the whole Clodian family8*.— ;—-  
“  That he would flay therefore in the C ity , if 
“  the Senate would give leave, which was his 
** proper feat, his watch and ftation : that
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“  others might enjoy camps, Kingdoms, mili- 
ec tary commands; he would take care of the 
46 C ity, and the affairs at home, in partnerfhip 
41 with them; that he did not refufe the charge; 
■<c but it was the people, who refufed it for him: 
44 for no man was lefs timorous , though none
44 more cautious than he------- that a ftatefraan
44 ought ^to leave behind him a reputation of 
“  glory in dying; not the reproach of error 
44 and folly: w h o ,” fays he, 44 does not bewail 
44 the death of Trebonius? yet there are fome 
44 who fay , though it is hard indeed to fay it, 
44 that he is the lefs to be pitied, for not keep
i n g  a better guard, againfl a bafe and detefl- 
44 able villain: for wife men tell us, that he who 
44 profeifes to guard the lives of others, ought 
44 in the firft place to keep a guard upon his 
44 ow n iT * ■ That if he fliould happen to et 
44 cape all the fnares of the road, that Antony’s 
44 rage was fo furious , that he would never 
44 fuffer him to return alive from the congrefs— 
u that when he was a young volunteer in the 
44 wars of Italy, he was prefent at a confer- 
44 ence of Cn. Pompey the Conful, and P. Vet- 
44 tius the General of the Marfi, held between 
44 the two camps: there was no fear, no fuf- 
44 picion , nor any violent hatred on either
44 fide------- that there was an interview likewife
44 between Sylla and Scipio, in their civil wars, 
44 where though faith was not ftridly obferved,
44 yet no violence was offered **------ -  hut the
44 cafe was different in treating with Antony,
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“ where, if others could be fafe, he at leaft 
“ could not: that Antony would never come
“  into their camp; much lefs they into his—̂-----
“  that if they tranfaded affairs by Letter, his 
“  opinion would always be one and the fame; 
te to reduce every thing to the will of the Senate; 
“  that this would be mifreprefented to the Ve- 
“  terans , as fevere and perverfe; a|d might
fC excite them perhaps to fome violence------- -
“  let my life therefore, ” fays he, “ be referved 
“ to the fervice of my country, as long as 
“ either dignity or nature will allow: let my 
u death fall by the neceflary courfe of fate; 
“  or if I muft meet it fooner, let me meet it with
“  glory------- Since the Republic then, to fpeak
“  the moil moderately , has no occafion for 
“  this Embaffy; yet if I can undertake it with 
“  fafety , I will g o : and in this whole affair 
“ 'will govern myfelf entirely, Fathers, not by 
“  a regard to my own danger, but to the fer* 
“  vice of the flate; and after the moil mature 
“  deliberation, will refolve to do that which I  
“  ihall judge to be mod ufeful to the public 
“  Intereil. ” -------

Though he did not abfolutely refufe the em
ployment , yet tie diffuaded it fo ilrongly, that 
the thing was wholly dropt; and Panfe, about 
the end of the month, marched away towards 
G au l, at the head of his new raifed army, in or
der to join Hirtius and Odlavius, and without 
farther delay, to attempt a deciiive battle with 
Antony for the delivery of Brutus.



Antony at the fame time, 'while he was per
plexing the counfels of the Senate, by the in
trigues of his friends, was endeavouring alfo by 
liis Letters to fhake the resolution of Hirtius and 
Octavius , and draw them off from the caufe 
which they were nowferving: but their anfwers 
feem to have been fliort and firm ; referring him 
conftantly to the authority of the Senate: yet as 
things were now drawing towards a crifis,' he 
made one effort more upon them; and in the 
following expoftulatory Letter reproached then* 
with great freedom , for deferring their true in- 
tereft, and fuffering themfelves to be duped, and 
drawn in by Cicero , to revive the Pompeian 
caufe, and eftablifh a power, which in the end 
would deftroy them.

Antonins to Hirtius and Cadar,

"  Upon the news of Trebonius’s death , I was 
** equally affeded both with joy and with grief. 
“  It was matter of real joy to me, to fee a vil- 
u lain fuffer the vengeance due to the aflies of 
u the moil illuftrious of men ; and that within 
“  the circle of the current year, the divine pro- 
“  vidence has difplayed itfelf, by the punifli- 
“  ment of parricide, inflided already on fome, 
“ and ready to fall upon the reft. But on the 
“  other hand, it is a fubjed of juft grief to me, 
“  that Dolabella ihould be declared an enemy, 
“  becaufe he has killed a murderer; aftd that 
“  the fon • of a Buffoon ihould be dearer to the 
“  people of Rome , than Caefar , the Father of 
“  his country : but the crueJleft refledion of all
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« is, that you , Hirtius, covered with Caefars 
« favors, and left by him in a condition, which 
“  you yourfelf wonder a t; and you too , young 
« man, who owe eve>y thing to his name, are 
“  doing all which is in your power, that Dola- 
« bella may be thought juflly condemned ; that 
“  this wretch be delivered from the fiege; and 

Caffius a,nd Brutus be inverted with all power. 
“  You look upon the prefent ftate of things as 
“  people did upon the part ; call Pompey’s 
M camp the Senate ; have made the vanquifhed 
44 Cicero your Captain ; are ftrengthening Ma- 
“  cedonia with armies; have given Africa to 
cc Varus, twice a prifoner; have fent Caflius 
44 into Syria; fuffered Cafca to aert as Tribune; 
*c fuppreffed the revenues of the Julian Luperci; 
“  aboliihed the colonies of Veterans, eftabliihed 
44 by law, and the decree of the Senate; pro- 
44 mife to reftore to the people of Marfeilles, 
44 what was taken from them by right of w ar; 
44 forget that a Pompeian was made incapable of 
“  any dignity by Hirtius’s law ; have fupplied 
44 Brutus with Appnleius’s money ; applauded 
“ the putting to death Poetus and Menedemus, 
41 Cccfar s friends, whom he made free of the 
44 City; took no notice of Theopompus, when 
44 ftript and baniibed by Trebonius, he fled to 
44 Alexandria: you fee Ser. Galba in your Camp, 
44 armed with the fame poniard with which he 
44 ftabbed Caefar ; have inlifted my foldiers, 
“  and other Veterans, on pretence of deftroying 

thofe who killed Caefar; and then employ
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them, before they know what they are doing, 
againft their Quaeftor , or their Genera], or 
their Comrades — what have you not done, 
which Pompey himfelf, were he alive, or his 
fon, if he could , would not do? in ihort, 
you deny that any peace can be made , unlefs 
I fet Brutus at liberty, or fupply him with 
provifions: can this pleafe thofe Veterans, 
who have not yet declared themfeives ? for as 
to your part, you have fold yourfelves to the 
flatteries and poifoned honors of the Senate. 
But you come, you fay, to preferve the troops 
which are befieged, I am not againft their 
being faved , or going wherever you pleafe, 
if they will but leave him to periih who has 
deferved it. You write me word that the 
mention of concord has been revived in the 
Senate^ and five Confular Ambafladors ap
pointed : it is hard to believe, that thofe who 
had driven me to this extremity, when I of
fered the faireft conditions, and was willing 
to remit fome part of them , ihould do any 
thing with moderation or humanity : nor is 
it probable , that thf fame men , who voted 

¿Dolabella an enemy for a raoft laudable adt, 
can ever forgive m e, who am in the fame 
fentiments with him. Wherefore it is your 
bufinefs to refledt, which of the two is the 
more eligible, or more ufeful to our commoi^ 
intereft; to revenge the death of Trebonius, 
or of Caefar: and which the more equitable; 
for us to a<ft againft each other  ̂ that the Pom-



41 peían caufe * fo often defeated, may recover 
V itfelf; or to join our forces, left we become 
14 at laft the fport of our enemies ; who , which 
4t of us foever may happen to fall, are fure to 
w be the gainers. But fortune has hitherto pre- 
44 vented that fpedacle; unwilling to fee two 
** armies, like members of the fame body fight- 
“  ing againft each other; and Cicero all the 
“ while, like a mafter of Gladiators , matching 
“  us, and ordering the Combat; who is fo far 
“  happy, as to have caught you with the fame 
“  bait, with which he brags to have caught 
“  Caefar. For my part, 1 am refolved to fuffer 
44 no affront, either to myfelf, or my friends; 
“  nor to defert the party which Pompey hated; 
“  nor to fee the Veterans driven out of their 
“  pofTeffions, and dragged one by one to the 
“  rack; nor to break my word with Dolabella; 
“  nor to violate my league with LÍpidus, a 
“  mod religious man: hor to betray Plancus, 
44 the Partner of my counfcls* If the immor- 
44 tal Gods fupport me, as I hope they w ill, in 
44 the purfuit of fo good a caufe , 1 (hall live 
41 with pleafure; but if any other fate expeds, 
“  me, I tañe a joy, however, before-hand, in ĥe 
44 fure forefight of your punifhment: for if the 
44 Pompeians are fo infolent when conquered, 
44 how much more they will be fo when Con- 

n “  querors, it will be your lot to feel. 1 In a word 
44 this is the fum of my refolution : I can.for- 
44 give the injuries of my friends, if they them- 
44 felves are difpofed , either to forget them, or

prepared
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•* prepared in conjun&ion with w e, to revenge 
*‘ the death of Caefar: I cannot believe that any 
“  Ambafladors will come ; when they d o , I 
“  fhall know what they have to demand 1#. * 
Hirtius and Csefar, indead of anfwering this Letter, 
fent it directly to Cicero at Rom e, to make what 
ufe of it he thought fit with the Senate or the 
people.

In this interval Lepidus wrote a public Letter 
to the Senate, to exhort them to meafures of peace, 
and to fave the effufion of civil blood, by con
triving fome way of reconciling Antony and his 
friends to the fervice of their country ; without 
giving the lead intimation of his thanks for the pub
lic honors, which they had lately decreed to him. 
This was not agreeable to the Senate, and con
firmed their former jealoufy of his difaffe&ion to 
the Republic, and good underftanding with An
tony. They agreed, however, to a vote propofed 
by Servilius, “ that Lepidus Ihould be thanked for 
“  his love of peace, and care of the Citizens, yet 
“  ihould be defired not to trouble himfclf any 
“  farther about i t , but to leave that affair to them ; 
“  who thought, that there could be no peace, 
“  unlefs Antony ihould lay down his arms, and 
“  Cue for i t . T h i s  Letter gave Antony’s friends 
a frefh handle to renew their indances for a treaty  ̂
for the fake of obliging Lepidus, who had it in 
his power, they faid , to force them to it : which 
put Cicero once more to the trouble of confuting 
and e^poftng all their arguments. He told them, 
“  that he was ever afraid from the fird, led, an

Vol. 1IL M

M. T. C I C E R O .  1 6 1



T H E  L I F E  O Fj 6%

*< infidious offer of peace fhould damp the com- 
** mon zeal, for the recovery of their liberty: 
“  that whoever delighted in difcord , and the 
“  blood of Citizens, ought to be expelled from 
“  the fociety of human kind : yet it was to be 
“  confidered , whether there was not feme wars 
“  wholly inexpiable ; where no peace could be 
“  made, and where a treaty of peace was but a 
“  ftipulation of flavery M : that the war now on 
“  foot was of this fo rt; undertaken againft a fet 
“  of men who were natural enemies to fociety; 
“  whofe only pleafure it was to opprefs, plunder, 
“  and murder their fellow-creatures ; and to reftore 
“  fuch to the C ity , was to deftroy the City it- 
“  felf*\ — That they ought to remember what 
“  decrees they had already made againft them: 
“  fuch as had never been made againft a foreign 
“  enemy, or any, with whom there could be 
“  peace — that fmee wifdom, as well a fortitude, 
“  was expeded from men of their rank, though 
“  thefe indeed could hardly be feparated, yet he 
“  was willing to confider them feparately , and 
“  follow what wifdom the more cautious and 
“  guarded of the two preferibed. — If wifdom 
“  then,J> fays he, “ fhould command me to hold 
“  nothing fo dear as life ; to decree nothing at the 
cc hazard of my head; to avoid all danger, though 
“  flavery was fure to be the confequence; I would 
“  rejed that wifdom, be it ever fo learned : but 
“  if it teaches us to preferve our lives, our for- 
ct tunes, our families, yet fo, as to think them 
ct inferior to liberty ; to wifh to enjoy them no



£t longer than we can db it in a free Republic ; 
cc not to part with our liberty for them, but to 
K throw them all away for liberty * as expofing us 
w only to greater mifchief without it; I would 
<c then liften to her voice , and obey her as a 
w God f*. That no man had a greater refpedl for 
ec Lepidus than himfelf; and though there had 
cc been an old friendfhip between them , yet he 
cc valued him not fo much for that, as his fervices 
w to the public, in prevailing with young Pom- 
w pey to lay do\yn his arms* and free his country 
£C from the mifery of a cruel war : that the Re* 
cc public had many pledges of fidelity from Lepidus; 
w his great nobility ; great honors ; High Prieft* 
c< hood; many parts of the City adorned by him 
£t and his Anceftors ; his w ife, children, great* 
c< fortunes, pure from any taint of civil blood; 

no Citizen ever hurt, many preferved by him: 
that fuch a man might err in judgment, but 

tf could never wilfully be an enemy to his coun- 
a try. — That his defire of peace was laudable, 
C£ if he could make fuch a peace for them now* 
a as when he reftored Pompey to them. — That 

for this they had decreed him greater honors, 
“  than had been given before to any roan, a 
u ftatue with a fplendid infcription, and a triumph 
“  even in abfence’ 1/— That by good fortune they 
M had managed matters fo , that Pompey’s return 
“  might confift with the validity of C?efar\s acts, 
“  w hich, far the fake of peace, they had con- 
“  firmed; fince they had decreed to Ponipey the 
“  five millians ¿nd half, which was raifed by the

M  ^
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fale of his eftates T to enable him to buy them 
again: he defired, that the talk of replacing him 
in the pofleifions of his Anceftors, might be com
mitted to him for his old friendfhip with, his 
Father : that it fhould be his firft care to nomi
nate him an Augur, and repay the fame favor 
to the Son, which he himfelf received from the 
Father ** : that thofe who had feen him lately 
at Marfeilles, brought word, that he was ready 
to come with his troops to the relief of Modena, 
but that he was afraid of giving offence to the 
Veterans : which fhowed him to be the true 
Son of that Father, who ufed to aft with as much 
prudence as courage. — That it was Lepidus’s 
bufinefs to take care, not to be thought to aft 
with more arrogance than became him : that if 
he meant to frighten them with his army , he 
fhould remember, that it was the army of the 
Senate and People of Rome, not his ow n*1.— 
That if he interpofed his authority withQut arms, 
that was indeed the more laudable, but would 
hardly be thought necelTary. —For though his au
thority was as great with them, as that of the 
nobleft Citizen ought to be, yet the Senate was 
not unmindful of their own dignity ; and there 
never was a graver, firmer, ftouter, Senate, 
than the prefent. — That they were all fo in- 
cenfed againft the enemies of their liberty, that 
no man's authority could reprefs their ardor, 
or extort their arms from them. — That they 
hoped the beft, but would rather fuffer the 
w orft, than live flaves — That there was no
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44 danger to be apprehended from Lepidus, fince 
“  he could not enjoy the fplendor of his owii 
“ fortunes, but with the fafety of all honeft 
44 men — That nature firft makes men honeft, 
44 but fortune confirms them : for though it was 
44 the common intereft of all to promote the 
44 fafety of the public, yet it was more particularly 
44 of thofe who were happy in their fortunes. — 
44 That no body was more fo than Lepidus, and 
44 no body therefore better difpofed : of which 
44 the people faw a remarkable inftance , in the 
44 concern which he expreffed , when Antony 
44 offered a diadem to Csefar , and chofe to be 
4t his Have, rather than his Colleague: for which 
44 Angle acff, if he had been guilty of nothing 
44 elfe , he had richly deferved the worft punifh* 
44 ment ” — Then after inveighing, as ufual, 
agninft Antony through feveral pages , he de
clared all thoughts of peace with him to be in 
vain r. and for a fr^fh proof of it produced his 
laft Letter to Hirtius and Odlavius, and read it 
publicly to the affembly : not that he thought it 
worth reading, he fays, but to let them fee his 
traiterous vievvs openly avowed and confeffed by 
himfelf. He read it to them paragraph by para
graph, with his own comment and remarks upon 
it ; rallying all along with great wit and fpirit, 
44 the rage, the extravagance, the inconfiftency, 
44 the fo lly , and the inaccuracy of each fentence. 
On the whole he fays, 44 that if Lepidus had feen 
44 i t , he would neither have advifed, or thought 
44 any peace with him poflibie. —*• That fire
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w and water would fooner unite , than the An* 
“  tonies be reconciled to the Republic, — That 
c< the firft and beft thing therefore was to con* 
“  quer, the fecond , to decline no danger for 
“  the liberty of their country; that there was 
Cl no third thing, but the Jail and worft of all, 
“  to fubmit to the utmoft bafenefs, through a 
“  defire of living, — For which reafons he declare 

ed his concurrence with Servilius, in the vote 
“  upon Lepidus’s Letters ; and propofed an ad* 
“  ditional decree, either to be joined to the 
“  other , or published feparately. — That Pom* 

pey the Great, the fon of Gnaeus, in offering 
“  his fervice and his troops to the Senate and 
“  People of R om e, had acted agreeably to the 
“ -courage and zeal of his Father and Anceftors; 
et and to his own virtue, induflry, and good 
“  difpofnibn to the Republic; and that the thing 
** was grateful and acceptable to the Senate and 

People , and would hereafter be an honor to 
** himfelf. **

After the debate , which ended as Cicero 
wiflied , he Cent the following fhort Letter to 
Tepid us, which, by the cbldnefs and negligence 
with which it is drawn, feems to be defigned to 
let Lepidus fee, that they were perfe&ly eafy and 
fecure at Rome, whatever meafures he might think 
fit to take.

t 66 T H E  L I F E  OF

Cicero to Lepidus.

' <c ^  hile out of the great tefpeil which I 
C£ bear to you, I am making it my particular
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44 care, to advance your dignity as much as pof- 
fible, it was a concern to me to fee, that you 

a did not think it worth' while to return your 
<c thanks to the Senate, for the extraordinary 
4* honors, which they have lately conferred up- 
** on you. I rejoice, however, that you are fo 
4t defirous of making peace among Citizens: if 
“  you can feparate that peace from flavery, you 
44 will confult both the good of the Republic, 
u and your own dignity; but if the dfed of it 
w b e , to reftore a defperate man to an arbitrary 
cc dominion; I would have you to know, that 
“  all men of fenfe have taken a refolution, to 
vt prefer death to fervitude. You will ad more 
“  wifely therefore in my judgment , if you 

meddle no farther with that affair of peace; 
“  which is not agreeable either to the Senate, 
<c or the people, or to any honeft man : but 
46 you will hear enough of this from others, or 

be informed o f it by Letters; and will be di- 
■fi reded by your own prudence, what is the beft 
H for you to do **, ”

Planctis too, who commanded in Gaul, and 
now refided near Lyons, at the head of a brave 
army, enforced Lepidtfss advice, by a Letter 
likewife to the Senate on the fame fubjed of 
peace; to which Cicero wrote the following 
anfwer ;
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Cicero to Plancus.

w The account which , our friend Furnius 
** brought of your Affedion to the Republic, 
“  was highly agreeable both to the Senate and 
‘ ‘ ‘ People of Rome: but your Letter, when read 
“  in the Senate, did not feem to agree with 
“  Furnius’s report: for you advifed us to peace, 
“  when your Colleague, a man of the greateft 
“  eminence, was beficged by moll infamous 
“  Plunderers ; who ought either to fue for 
“  peace , by laying down their arms , or if they 
“  demand it with fword in hand , it muft be 
“  procured by v id o ry , not treaty. But in what 
** manner your Letters , as well as Lepidus's 

,w alfo, were received, you will underftand from 
“  that excellent man your brother, and from 
“  Furnius, &c. M. ”

C. Antony, whom we mentioned above, to 
have retreated with feven Cohorts to Apollonia, 
not daring to wait for Brutus’s arrival, who was 
now advancing towards„ him, marched out to 
Buthrotum , to feek his fortune elfewhere , in 
quarters more fccure and remote; but being over
taken and attacked on the march by a part o f 
Brutus’s army, he loft three of his cohorts in the 
adion ; and in a fecond engagement with an
other body of troops, which young Cicero com
manded, was entirely routed and taken prifoner: 
which made Brutus abfolute Mafter of the Coun
try, without any farther oppofition This freih 
fuccefs gave occafion for a fecond Letter, from
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Brutus to the Senate ; of which Cicero makes 
the following mention ; "  your Letter” , fays he,

which was read in the Senate fliows the 
“  Counfel of the General, the virtue of your 
“  foldiers, the induftry of your officers, and in 
** particular of my Cicero. If your friends had 
“  been willing to move the Senate upon it; and 
“  if it had not fallen into moft turbulent times, 
“  fince the departure of Panfa , fome juft and 
“  proper honor would have been decreed for it 
“  to the Gods —

The taking C. Antony prifoner put Brutus 
under fome difficulty in what manner he ihould 
treat him: if he fet him at liberty, to which he 
was inclined , he had reafon to apprehend frefh 
trouble from him, both to himfelf and, the Re
public: if he kept him prifoner in his camp * he 
was afraid, left fome fedition might be raifed on 
his account and by his intrigues , in his own 
army; or if he put him to death, that it would 
be thought an ait of cruelty, which his nature 
abhorred, fie  confulted Cicerp therefore upon 
it by Letter — “  C. Antony, ” fays he, “  is ftill 
“ with me: but in truth, I am moved with 
“  the prayers of the man; and afraid, left the 
“  madnefs of fome ihould make him the occa- 
“  fion of mifchief to me. I am wholly at a 
“  jofs what to do with him. If I knew your 
“ mind, I  ihould be at eafe: fo r i  ihould think 
“  that the beft, which you advifed ——
.Cicero’s advice w as, to keep him under a fafe 
guard, till they knew the fate of D. Brutus in



Modena I#\ Brutus, however, treated him with 
great lenity, and feemed much difpofed to give 
him his liberty : for which purpofe he not only 
wrote to the Senate about it himfelf, but per
mitted Antony to write too, and with the ftyle 
of Proconful; which furprifed and Ihocked all 
his friends at Rom e, and efpecially Cicero, who 
expoflulates with him for it in the following 
terms*

'  “  On tfe thirteenth of April, '’ fays he, “  your 
“  meffenger Pilus brought us two Letters, the 
“ one in your name, the other in Antony’s ;  
“  and gave them to Servilius the Tribune; he 
“  to Cornutus the Prætor. They were read in 
“  the Senate. Antony, Proconful, raifed as much 
“  wonder as if it had been, Dolabella, Emperor ; 
“  from whom alfo there came an exprefs ; but 
“  no body, like your Pilus, was fo hardy, as 
“  to produce the Letters, or deliver them to thé 
u Magiftrates* Your Letter was read ; ihort in. 
“  deed, but extremely mild towards Antony; 
“ the Senate was amazed at it. For my part, I 
“  did not know how tô aét Should I affirm it 
“ to be forged?—— -W hat if you fhould own 
“  it? Should I admit it to be genuine? that was 
“  not for your honor. I chofe therefore to bé 
“  filent that day. Gn the next, when the affair 
“ had made fome noife, and Pilus’s carriage had 
“  given offence, I began the debate, faid much 
“  of Proconful Aiitorty; Sextius performed luS 
** part, and obferved to me afterwards in private* 
“  what danger his fon and mine would be liable
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*  to, if they had really taken up arms againft a <■ 
** Proconful, You know the man; he did juftice 
te tp the caufe. Others alfo fpoke ; but onr 
“  friend Labeo took notice, that your feal was 
“  not put to the Letter; nor any date added;
“  nor had you written about it, as ufual, to 
“  your friends; from which he maintained the 
“  Letter to be forged; and in Ihort, convinced 
“  the Houfe of it. It is now your part, Bru- 
“  tus, to confider the whole ftate and nature of 
“  the war: you are delighted, I perceive, with 
“  lenity ; and think it the beft way of pro- 
“  ceeding: this indeed, is generally right; but 
“  the proper place of clemency is , in cafes and 
44 feafons very different from the prefent : for 
“  what are we doing now , Brutus? we fee a 
“  needy and defperate crew threatening the very 
“  Temples of the Gods; and that the war muft 
*4 neceffarily decide, whether we are to live or 
“  not. Who is it then , whom we arc fparing?
“  or what is i t , that we mean ? are we confidi- 
“  ing the fafety of thofe, who, if they get thè 
“  better, are fure not to leave the lead remains 
“  of us? for what difference is there between 
“  Dolabella and any one of the three Antonys?
“  if we fpare any of thefe, we have been too fe- 
“  vere to Dolabella. It was owing chiefly to my 
“  advice and authority, that the Senate and 
“  People are in this way of thinking, though 
“  the thing itfelf indeed alfo obliged them to it: 
“  if you do not approve this policy, I ihall de- 

fend youf opinion , but cannot depart from

\
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“  my ow n: the world expetft from you no- 
thing either remifs or cruel: it is eafy to mo- 

“  derate the matter, by feverity to the Leadps, 
w generofity to the foldiers J

Cicero had now done every thing, that human 
prudence could do towards the recovery of the 
Republic : for all that vigor , with which it was 
making this laft effort for itfelf, was entirely owing 
to his counfels and authority. As Antony was the 
moil immediate and defperate enemy, who threat
ened i t , fo he had armed a gain ft him the whole 
ftrength of Italy, and raifed ,up a force fufficient 
to opprefs him. YoungO flavius, next to Antony; 
was the moil formidable to the friends of liberty ? 
but from the contrail of their perfonal interefts, 
and their jealoufy of each other’s views , Cicero 
managed the opportunity, to employ the one to 
the ruin of the other; yet fo , as to provide at the 
fame time againfl any prefent danger from Octavius, 
by throwing a fuperiority of power into the 
hands of the Con fills ; whom , from being the 
Jate ¡Ylinifters of Csefars Tyranny, he had gained 
over to the interefts of liberty. But befides 
the difficulties, which he had to ftruggle with at 
home, in bringing matters to this point, he 
had greater difcouragements abroad, from the 
Commanders of the feveral Provinces : they were 
all promoted to thofe governments by Cxfar, the 
proper Creatures of his power , and the abettors 
of his tyranny ; and were now full of hopes, 
either of advancing themfelves to dominion, or to 
a {hare of it at leaft , by efpoufing the caufe
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of fomc more powerful pretender. Men of this 
turn , at the head of great and veteran armies , 
could not cafily bê  perfuaded to fubmit to a 
Senate , which they had been taught to defpife , 
or to reduce the Military power , which had long 
governed all, to a dependence on the Civil. Yet 
Cicero omitted no pains of exhorting them bjr 
Letters, and inviting them by honors to prefer the 
glory of faving their Country, to all other views 
whatfoever. Thofe , whom he moft diftrufted, 
and for that reafon moil particularly prdfed , were i 
Lepidus, Pollio , and Plancus; who by the ftrength 
of their armies, and the poiTeffion of Gaul ant! 
Spain , were the beft qualified to ferve or to diftrefs 
the Republican caufe. He had little hopes of the 
two firit; yet managed them fo well, by reprefenting 
the ftrength of the»honeft party, the unanimity 
of the Senate , of the Confuis, and all Italy, that 
he forced them at leaft to dififemble their difaf- 
feeftion, and make great profeffions of their duty; 
and above all , to ftand neuter till the affairs of 
Italy were decided ; on which the fate of the 
Republic feemed chiefly to depend. Nay ,hefeems 
to have drawn Plancus entirely into his meafures: 
as appears from his account of him to Brutus1* ', 
and from Plancus’s own Letters , in which he 
gives the ftrongeft affurances of his fidelity, and 
offers to lead his troops to the relief of Modena; 
and was adually upon his march towards it, when 
he heard upon the road of Antony’s defeat. — 
Not long before which , Cicero Lent him the 
following Letter.



Cicero to Plancus.

« Though I underftood from the account of 
“  our friend Furnius , what your defign ana re
so lu tio n  w a s, with regard to the Republic; 
“  yet after reading your Letters I was able to 
“  form a clearer judgment of your whole purpofe. 
“  Wherefore, though the fate of the Common- 
“  wealth depends wholly on one battle i which 
“  will be decided , I believe , when you are 
ct reading this Letter , yet you have acquired 
cc great applaufe, by the very fame , which was 
“  every where fpread , of your good intentions : 
cc and if there had been a Conful at Rome , the 
“  Senate , by decreeing feme coofiderable honor 
“  to you , would have declared , how acceptable 
“  your endeavours and preparations were. But that 
4< time is not only not yet paft ; but was hot in my 
“  judgment even ripe : for after a ll , that alone 
“  paffes with me for honor , which is conferred 
“  on great men , not for the hopes of future, but 
cc the experience of paft fervices. If then there be 
“  any Republic , in which honor can have it’s 
“  proper luftre , take my word for it , you ihail 
‘ ‘ 'have your fliare of the greafeft : though that, 
“ which can truly be called honor , is not an in- 
“  vitation to a temporary , but the reward of a 
“  habitual virtue. Wherefore , my dear Plancus, 
“  turn your whole thoughts towards glory : 
“  help your Country ; fly to the relief of your 
“  Colleague ; fupport this wonderful confenc , 
“  and concurrence of all nations : you will ever



“ find me the promoter of your counfels , the 
“  favorer of your dignity , and on all occafions 
“  moft friendly and faithful to you : for to all 
ct the other motives of our onion ; our mutual 
<c affedion ; good offices ; old acquaintance; 
“  the love of our Country , which is now 
“  added , makes me prefer your life to my own. 
“  Man 29th ,07. ”

Plancus in the mean time fent a fecond Letter 
to the Senate, to afllire them of his zeal and re* 
folution to adhere to them; and to acquaint them 
with the fteps, which he had already taken for 
their fervice: upon which they decreed him fome 
extraordinary honors, at the motion of Cicero, 
who fent him the following account of it.

Cicero to Plancus.

44 Though out of regard tp the Republic, my 
“  greateft joy ought to be, for your bringing 
44 fuch relief and help to it* in a time almoft of 
“  extremity; yet may I fo embrace you after 
“  vidory and the recovery of our liberty, as it 
44 is your dignity, that gives me the chief part of 
** my pleafure; which already is, and ever will be, 
“  I perceive, as great as poffible. For I would 
“  not have you think, that any Letters were 
“  ever read in the Senate of greater weight than 
#< yours; both for the eminent merit of your fer- 
41 vices, and the gravity of your words and fen- 
44 timents: which was not at all new to me, who 

was fo well acquainted with yQU , and
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“ remembered the promifes of your Letters to me;
“  and underftood the whole purpofe of your coun- 
“  fels from our Furnius: but they appeared greater" 
“  to the Senate, thin was expeded; not that they 
“  ever had any doubt of your inclinations; but 
“  did not fully underftand, how much you were 
“  able to do, or how far you would expofe your- 
“  felf in the caufe. When M. Varifidius therefore 
“  brought me your Letters very early, on the 
“  fevcnth of April, I was tranfported with joy 
“  upon reading them; and as a great multitude 
“  of excellent Citizens were then waiting to attend 
“  my going abroad, I inftantly gave them all a 
“  part of my pleafure. In the mean while our 
“  friend Munatius, according to cuflom, came to 
“  join me: I prefently iliowed him your Letter, 
“  of which he knew nothing before; for Varifidius 
“  came firft to me, as you, he faid, had ordered 
“  him: '  foon after, the fame Munatius returned 
“  to me with the other two Letters; that, which 
“  you had fent to him, and that, to the Senate; 
“  we refolved to carry the laft diredly to the 
“  Prxtor Cornutus; who, by the cu(torn of our 
“  anceftors, fupplies the place of the Confuls in 
“  their abfence. The Senate was immediately 
“  called; and, upon the fame and expectation of 
“  your Letters, made up a full Houfe. After they 
“  were read, a fcruple of religion was objected 
“  to Cornutus , from the report of the Guardians 
“  of the Chickens; that he had not duly con- 
“  ftilted the aufpices; which was confirmed like- 
“  wife by our College: fo that the affair was

adjourned



“  adjourned to the next day. On that day I had 
“  a great conteft about your dignity with Servilius, 
** who procured by his intereft , to have his opi- 
“  nion declared the firft: but the Senate left him, 
44 and all went the contrary w ay : but when they 
44 were coming into my opinion, which was deli- 
u vered the fecond, the Tribune Titius, at his 
“  requ||ftj interpofed his negative; and fo the 
41 debate was put off again to the day following. 
44 Servilius came prepared to fupport his oppofition, 
44 though againil Jupiter himfelf, in whofe Temple 
44 the thing patted; in what manner 1 handled him, 
44 and what a ftruggle I had to throw off Titius s 
44 negative; I would have you learn rather from 
44 other people’s Letters; take this, however, from 
44 mine, that the Senate could not pottibly act 
44 with more gravity , firmnefs, and regard to your 
44 honor, than it did on this occafion ; nor is the 
44 Senate more friendly to you, than the whole 
“  City: for the body of the people, and all ranks 
fit and orders of men ate wonderfully united in 
a the defence of the Republic, Go on therefore, 
44 as you have begun, and recommend your name 
<c to immortality: and from all thefe things, which 
« from the vain badges of outward fplendor, carry 
<E a fhow of glory, defpife them ; look upon them, 
44 as trifling, tranfitory, periihing. True honor 
44 is placed fingly in virtue; which is illuftrated 
44 with the moll advantage by great fervices to 
44 our Country. You have the bed opportunity 
“  for this in the world; which fince you have em* 
44 braced, perfevere* and go through with it;

Vou  I ll N



« that the Republic may not owe lefs to you^ 
<c than you to the Republic: you will find me, 
w not only the favorer, but the advancer of your 
“  dignity: this I take mvfelf 'to owe, both to 
“  the Republic, which is dearer to me than my 
<£ life, and to our friendfhip, &c. April the

eleventh I0\ ”
Plancus anfwered him not long afte|J to the 

following effed.

J ? g  T H E  L I F E  O F

Plancus to Cicero,

“  It is a pleafure to me to refled, that I have 
“  never promifed any thing rafhly of rnyfdf to 
“  you; nor you, for me to others. In this you 
u have the clearer proof of my love, that I defire; 
w to make you acquainted wiih my defigns before 
“  any man elfe. You already fee, I hope, that my 
“  fervices to the public will grow greater every 
"  day: 1 promife, that you fhall foon be convinced 
lfi of it. As for me, my dear Cicero; may the 
“  Republic be fo delivered by my help from it’s 
“ .prefent dangers, as I efteem your honors and 
“  rewards equal to an immortality; yet were I 
“  dill without them , I would remit nothing of 
u my prefent zeal and perfeverance. If in the

multitude of excellent Citizens, I do not diftin- 
“ guifh myfelf by a Angular vigor and induftry, 
“  1 defire no acceffion to my dignity from your 
“  favor: but in truth, I defire nothing at all for 
“ 'm'yfelf at prefent ; nay am even againft it; and 
“  willingly make you the arbiter both of the time
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“  and the thing itfelf: a Citizen can think nothing 
44 late or little, which is given by his country. I  
“  pa fled the Rhone with my army by great iour- 
“  neys, on the 26th of April: fent a thoufand 
44 horfe before me by a fhorter way from Vienna.
44 As for myfelf, if I am not hindered by Lepidus,
44 none fhall complain of my want of expedition:
44 if he oppofes me on my road, I ihalt take my 
u meafures from the occafion: the troops which 
41 I bring are for number , kind , and fidelity; 
4£ extremely firm. I beg the continuance of youf 
44 affe&ion, as long as you find yourfelf aflured of 
44 mine. Adieu.*"*.”

Pollio likewife, who now commanded the farther 
Spain with three good Legions, though he was. 
Antony’s particular friend, yet made the ftrongeft 
profeifions to Cicero of his refolution, to defend 
the Republic againft all Invaders. In one of his 
Letters , after excufing fiimfelf , for not having 
written earlier and oftener* he fays, “ both my

nature and ftudies dra^v me to the defire of 
“ .peace and liberty: for which reafon I always 
44 lamented the occafion of the late w ar: but as it  
44 was not poflible for me to be of no party, 
44 becaufe I had great enemies every where, I ran 
44 from that camp, where l could non be fafe from 
44 the treachery of an enemy; and being driven 
44 whither I leaft defired, freely expofed myfelf to 
44 dangers, that I might not make a contemptible 
44 figure among thofe jof my rank. As for Caefar 
44 himfelf, I loved him with the utmoft piety and 
44 fidelity, becaufe he treated me on the foot of

N 2



V his oldeft friends, though known to him only 
“  in the height .of his fortunes. When I was at 
“  liberty to adl after my own mind, I adled fo , 
“  that the beft men ihouid moil applaud me: what 
“  1 was commanded to do, I did fo, as to fhow, 
“  that it was done by command, and not by 
“  inclination. The unjuft: odium, which I fuffered 
“  on that account, has fuffieiently convinced me 
u how fweet a thing liberty is, and how wretched
V is life under the dominion of another. If the 
** contefl then be, to bring us all again under the 
“  power of one; whoever that one be, I profefs 
“  myfelf h is enemy: nor is there any danger, 
44 which I would decline, or wiih to avoid* for 
“  the fake of liberty. But the Confuls have not* 
“  either by decree or Letters, given me any orders 
“  what to do: I have had but one Letter From 
“  Panfa, fince the Ides of March; in which he 
“  exhorts me, to iignify to the Senate, that I and

my army would be *in their power: but when 
u Lepidus was declaring openly to be his enemy, 
“  and writing to every body, that he was in the 
“  fame fentiments with Autony, that ilep would 
K have been wholly abfurd and improper for me: 
“  for how could I get forage for my troops againfl; 
<l his w ill, in marching through his Province ? or 
“  if I had furmounted all other difficulties , could 
“  1 fly over the Alps, which were poffeiTed by 
ft his garrifons ? — No body will deny, that I 
“  declared publicly' to my. foldiers at Corduha,
“  that I would not deliver the Province to any 
“ man, unlefs he were comraiffioned by the

igo T H E  L I F E  OF



M . T . C I C E R O . iSt

** Senate — wherefore you are to look upon me, 
“  as one, w ho, in the firft place, am extremely 

defirous of peace , and the fafety of all the 
*c Citizens, in the fecond, prepared to alfert my 
“  own and my country’s liberty. lam more pleafed, 
ft than you can imagine, that my Inend Gallus is 
“  fo dear to yo u : 1 envy him for walking , and 
“  joking with you: you will a(k perhaps, at what 
“  rate I value that privilege: you (hall know by 
f< experience, if ever it be in our power to live 
- in quiet: for I will never ftir one ilep from you.

I am furprifed that you never fignified in your 
“  Letters, how I fhould be able to do the rnofl 

fervice, by flaying in the Province, or bringing 
“  my army into Italy. For my part, though to 
“  flay be more fafe, and lefs troublefome; yet 
“  fince I fee, that in fuch a time as this, there 
u is more want of Legions than of Provinces, 
*■ which may eafily be recovered, I am refolved, 
“  as things now fland , to come away with 
“  my army — From Corduba the fifteenth of 
* March Il°. ”

There are feveralLetters alfo (lill extant, written 
at this tirpe from Cicero to Cornificius  ̂ who 
governed Africa ; exhorting him in the fame 
manner to firmnefs in the defence of the Republic, 
and to guard his Province from all Invaders, who 
fhould attempt to extort it from him: and this 
man, after all, was the only Commander, who 
kept his word with him , and performed his part 
to hjs Country ; and loft his life at laft in

N 3



i S z T H E  L I F E  OF

maintaining that Province in it’s allegiance to the 
RepublicltI. ? ■ '

P. Servilius, who has often been mentioned in 
the debates of the Senate, was a perfon of great 
rank and nobility; had been Conful with J. Caefar, 
in the beginning of the Civil war; the fon of that 
Servilius, who by his conqueft near mountTaurus, 
obtained the furname of lfaurieus. He affected the 
character of a Patriot, but having had a particular 
friendihip with Antony, was much c.ourtgd by 
that party ; who took the advantage of his vanity, 
to fet him up as a Rival to Cicero in the manage
ment of public affairs : in which he frequently 
obftrudted Cicero’s meafures, and took a pride to 
thwart and difappoint whatever he propofed: 
Cicero had long futiered this with patience , qut 
of regard to the public fervice ; till provoked by 
liis late oppofition in the affair of. Plancus , he 
could not forbear treating him with an unufual 
feverity and refentment; of which he gives * an 
account in a Letter to Brutus.

Cicero to Brutus.

“  From Plancus’s Letters4 of which a copy, I 
u imagine, has been fent to you, you will perceive 
“  his excellent difpofition towards the Republic, 
“  with the condition of his Legions, auxiliaries, 

.“ and whole forces. Your own people have 
“  informed you, I guefs, by this time, of the 
“  levity, inconftancy, and perpetual difaffeftion of 

■ ** your friend Lepidus; who, next to his own
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“  brother, hates you, his near relation, the mod.
“  We are anxious with an expedation, which is 
“  now reduced to the Jaft crifis: all our hopes are 
“  fixed on the delivery of D. Brutus; for whom 
“  we have been in great appreheniion. For my 
“  part, I have bufinefs enough on my hands at 
“  home, with the Madman Servilius; whom I 
“  have endured longer than became my dignity: 
“  but I did it for the fake of the Republic; left I 
“  ihould give the difaffeded a Leader, not well 
“  affeded indeed himfelf, yet noble to refort to; 
“  which neverthelefs they ftill do. But I was not 
“  for alienating him wholly from the Republic: 
“  1 have now put an end to, my forbearance of 
“  him; for he began to be fo infolent, that he 
“  looked upon no, man as free. But in Plancuss 
“  debate he was ftrangely mortified; and after 
w two days conteft, was fo roughly handled by 
“  me, that he will be the modeller, I dare fay, 
“  for the future. In the midft of our contention,, 
“  on the ninth of April, I had Letters delivered to 
“  me in the Senate, from our friend Lentulus in 
“  Afia; with an account of Caffius, the Legions, 
“  and Syria; which when I r§ad prefently in 
“  public, Servilius funk, and many more befides; 
“  for there are fome of eminent rank, who think 
“  moft wickedly; but Servilius was moll fenfibly 
“  chagrined, for the Senate agreeing to my motion 
“  about Plancus. The part which he ads is
“  m o n f t r o u s "

The news, which is mentioned ¡n this Letter to 
have been fent by Lentulus, of Caffius s fuccefs,

- N 4
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Was foon after confirmed by particular Letters to 
Cicero, from Brutus and Caflius themfelves; figni- 
fying, 4Cthat Caffius bad pofiefTed himfelf of Syria 
“  before Dolabella arrived there: that the Generals 
cc L. Murcus and Q. Crifpus had given up their 
ct armies to him : that a feparate Legion under 
“  Csecilius Baflus had fubmitted to him againft the 
“  will of their Leader: that four other Legions,, 
il fent by Cleopatra from Egypt, to the affiftance 

of Dolabella, under his Lieutenant Allienus, had 
“  all declared for him: ” and left the firft Letter 
fhould mifcarry , as they often did , from fuch a 
diftance, by paffing through the enemy’s quarters, 
Caftius fent him a fecond, with a more full and 
diftindl account of all particulars.

Caffius proconful to his Friend M. Gicero.

“  If you are in health , it is a pleafure to m e, I 
44 am alfo very well. I have read, your Letter, in 
“  which I perceived your wonderful affe&ion for 
”  me: for you not only wilh me well, which 
c< indeed you have always done , both for my 
“  own fake and the Republic's, but entertain an 
“  uncommon concern and folicitude for me. Where- 

fore, as I imagined, in the firft place, that you 
“  would think it impoffible for me to fit ftill, and 

fee the Republic oppreffed; and in the fecond, 
“  that whenever you fuppofed me tp be in action, 
fi< you would be felicitous about my fafety and 
<f fuccefs* fo , as foon as I was mafter of the 
u Legions, which Allienus brought from Egypt,
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I immediately wrote to you, and fent feveral 
expreffes to Home: I wrote Letters alfo to the 
Senate, but forbad the delivery of them, till they 
had been firft ihown to you. If thefe Letters 
have not reached you, 1 make no doubt but 
that Dolabella, w ho, by the wicked murder of 
Trebonius, is mafter of A fia, has feized my 
meffengers, and intercepted them. I have all the 
armies which were in Syria under my command; 
and having been forced to fit ftill a while, till 
I had difeharged my promifes to them, am now 
ready to take the field. I beg of you to take 
my honor and interefts under your fpecial care: 
for you know that I have never refufed any 
danger or labor for the fervice of my country: 
that by your advice and authority I took arms 
againft thefe infamous Robbers: that 1 have not 
only raifed armies for the defence of the Republic 
and our liberty, but have fnatched them from 
the hands of the moil cruel Tyrants: which if 
Dolabella had feized before me, he would have 
given frefli fpirit to Antony's caufe; not only 
by the approach, but by the very fame and 
expectation of his troops: for which reafons, 
take my foldiers, I befeech you, under your 
protection, if you think them to have deferved 
well 'o f  the ftate: and let none of them have 

.reafon to repent, that they have preferred the 
caufe of the Republic, to the hopes of plunder 
and rapine. Take care alfo, as far as it is in 
your power, that due honor be paid to the 
Emperors Murcus and Crifpus: for Baffus was
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“  miferably unwilling to deliver up his Legion ; 
“  and if his foldiers had not fent a deputation to 
<c me in fpite ofhim, would have held out Apamea 

againft me, till it could be taken by force. I 
u beg this of yo u , not only for the fake of the 
“  Republic , which of all things was ever the 
“  deareft to you, but of our friendfliip alfo, which 
“  1 am confident has a great weight with you. 
w Take my word for if, the army which I have 
“  is the Senate’s , and every lft>neft man’s , and 
4i above all, your’s : for by hearing perpetually 
“  of your good difpofition, they have conceived 
“  a wonderful affection for you ; and when they 
u come to underiland, that you make their interefts 

your fpecial care, ‘ they will think themfelves 
“  indebted to you for evtery thing. Since I wrote 

th is- I have heard that Dolabella is come into 
<c Cilicia with all his forces: I will follow him 
“  thither: and take care that you ihall foon be 

informed of what I have done. I wifh only that 
“  my fuccefs may be anfwerable to my good inten- 
“  tions. Continue the care of your health and your 
tc love to me " V

Brutus, who had fent this good news before 
to Cicero, as well as to his mother, and lifter 
Tertia, charged the latter, not to make it pub

l ic  till they had Hi ft confulted Cicero, whether 
it was proper to do fo or not z,\  He was afraid , 
left the great profperity of Caffius might give 
umbrage to the Caefarian party; and raife a 
jealoufy in the Leaders, who were ading againft 
Antony , that the Republican intexeft would



grow too ftrong for them; But Cicero fent 
him word, that the news was already known 
at Rome, before his Letters arrived; and though 
there was fome ground for his apprehenfions, yet 
on the whole, they thought it more advifable 
to publiih than to fupprefs it

Thus Cicero, as- he declared to the Senate, 
by his Letters, exprefles, and exhortations, was 
perpetually exciting a l l , who had power or 
command in any part of the Empire, to the 
common defence of their liberty116 ; and for his 
pains, had all the rage and malice of the factious 
to ftruggle with at home. Thefe were particu
larly troublefome to him at this time, by fpread- 
ing falfe reports every day from M odena, of 
Antony’s fuccefs, or what was more to be ap
prehended, of his union with the Confuls again(l 
D . Brutus : which raifed fuch a terror through 
the C ity , that all honeft men were -preparing to 
run away to Brutus or CatTius117. Cicero how
ever was not diiheartened at it, but in the ge
neral confternation appeared chearful and eafy; 
and, as he fends word to Brutus, had a perfect 
confidence in the Confuls, while the majority 
of his ffiends diftrufted them , and from the 
number* and firmnefs of their troops, had but 
little doubt of their vi&ory, if ever they came 
to a battle with Antony11*. But what touch
ed him more fenfibly, was a flory, kept up for 
Lome days with great induftry, that he had form
ed a defign to make himfelf mailer of the City, 
and declare himfelf Didator; and would appear

M. T. C I C E R O .  187



i 88

publicly with the Fafces within a day or two. 
The report, as groundlefs as it was, feems to* 
have difturbed him ; but when Appuleius, the 
Tribune, one of his warm friends, was taking 
pains to confute it, and juftify him in a fpeech 
to the people, they all cried out with one 
voice, that Cicero had never done, qor de- 
figned to do any thing, but what was the belt 
and moft beneficial to the RepublicXl*: this gave 
him fome comfort: but what brought him much 
greater was, the certain news of a viftory gain
ed over Antony at Modena , which arrived 
within a few hours after Appuleius’s fpeech “ \  

The liege of Modena, which lafted near four 
months, was one of the moft memorable in all 
antiquity, for the vigor both of the attack and 
the defence. Antony had invefted it fo clofely 
and ported himfelf fo advantageoufly, that no 
fuccours could be thrown into it : and Brutus, 
though reduced to the utmoft ftraits, defended 
it ftill with the greateft* refolution. The old 
writers have recorded fome ftratagems, which 
are faid to have been put in pradice on this 
occafion ; “  how Hirtiu| provided men ikilled 
4< in diving, with Letters written on Lead, to pafs 
“  into the Town under the river, which runs 

through it; till Antony obftru&ed that paffage, 
•“ -by nets and traps placed under water ; which 
“  gave occafion to another contrivance , of 
“  fending their intelligences backwards and for-' 
y  wards by Pigeons111. ”

Panfa was now* upon the point of joining

T H E  L I F E  OF



M. T. C I C E R O . 189

Hirtius i with four Legions o f new lev iesw h ich  
he brought frojn Rom e; but when he was ad
vanced within a few miles of Hirtius’s camp, 
Antony privately drew out fome of his beft 
troops, with defign to furprife him on the road 
before that union, and to draw him, if poflGble, 
to an engagement againft his will. We have a 
particular account of the a&ion, in a Letter to 
Cicero from Serv-- Galba, one of the Confpirators 
againft Caefar, who bore a principal part and 
command in it*

Galba to Cicerd.

“  On the fifteenth of April , the day on 
“  which Panfa was to arrive in Hirtius’s camp, 
“  (in whofe company I was, for I went a hun* 
“  dred miles to meet him, on purpofe to haften 
“  his march) Antony drew out two of his Le* 
“  gions, \he fecond and thirty-fifth 5 and two 
“  Praetorian cohorts 5 the one his own, the 
“  other Silanus\s, with part of the Evoeati1**; 
“  and came forward towards us *, imagining,

that we had nothing but four Legions of new 
•* Levies. But in the night , to fecure our
“  march to the camp, Hirtius had fent us the 
“  Martial Legion * which I ufed to command, 
“ and two Praetorian cohorts As foon as An* 
“  tony’s Horfe appeared in fight , neither the 
“  Martial Legion, nor the Praetorian cohorts» 
“  could be reftrained from attacking them; fo* 
“  that when wc coj^ld not hold them in , wc



u were obliged to follow them againft our wills. 
“  Antony kept his forces within Cartel-Fran- 
“  co ,lJ y and being unwilling to have it 
“ known,  that he had his Legions with him, 
41 ihowed only his horfe and light-armed foot. 
“  When Panfa faw the Martial Legion running 
“  forward againft his orders , he commanded 
u two of the new raifed Legions to follow him. 
“  As foon as we got through the ftraits of the 
“  Morafs and the woods , we drew up the 
gt twelve cohorts in order of battle. The other 
“  two Legions were not yet come up. Antony 
“  immediately brought all his troops out of the 
“  village, ranged likewife in order of battle, 
“  and without delay engaged us. At firft they 
“  fought fo brilkly on both fides, that nothing 
“  could poiiibly be fiercer , though the right 
*  wing, in which I was, with eight cohorts of 
“  the Martial Legion, put Antony's thirty-fifth 
“  Legion to flight at the firft onfet , and pur- 
“  fued. it above five hundred paces from the 
“  place where the adlion began: wherefore ob- 
“  ferving the enemy’s horfe attempting to fur- 
ground our wing ,  I began to retreat, and or- 
“  dered the light - armed troops to make head 
“  againft the Mooriih Horfe , and prevent their 
“  coming upon us behind. In the mean while 
“  I perceived myfclf in the midft of Antony’s 
“  men , and Antony himfelf but a little way 
“  behind m e, upon which , with my fhield 
“  thrown over ray fhoulder , I puflied on my 
“  horfe with all fpeed towards the new Legion,
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that was coming towards us from the camp: 
and whilft Antony’s men were purfuing me, 
and ours by miflake throwing javelins at me,
I was preferved, 1 know not how , by being 
prefently known to our foldiers. Carfar’s P ix- 
torian Cohort fuflained the fight a long time 
on the JEmilian road : but our left wing , which" 
was the weaker, confifting of two Cohorts of 
the ‘Martial Legion , and the Praetorian of 
Hirtius , began to give ground, being fur- 
rounded by Antony’s Horfe , in which he is 
very ftrong: When all our ranks had made 
good their retreat, I retreated royfelf the laft 
to our Camp. A ntony, as the Conqueror, 
fancied that he could take it; but upon trial 
loft many of his men in the attempt, without 
being able to do us any hurt. Hirtius in the 

.mean time hearing of the engagement, marched 
out with twenty veteran Cohorts, and meet
ing Antony on his return, entirely routed and 
put to flight his whole army, in the very fame 
place where they had fought before at Caftel- 
Franco. About ten at night Antony regained 
his Camp at M odena, with all his Horfe* 
Hirtius retired to that camp which Panfa had 
quitted in the morning, and where he left the 
two Legions , which Antony attacked. Thus 
Antony has loft the greater part of his veteran, 
troops , yet not without fome lofs of our 
Praetorian Cohorts , and the Martial Legion: 

'we took two of Antony’s eagles , and fixty 
ftandards; and have gained a- ‘confiderable ad
vantage 11V '
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Befides this Letter from Galba* there ¿ame 
Letters alfo feverally from, the two Confuís and 
Q&avius; confirming the other account with the 
addition of fome farther particulars: that Panfa 
fighting bravely at the head of his troops , had 
received two dangerous wounds * and was car- 
ried off the field to Bologna: that Hirtius had 
fcarce. loft a fmgle man: and that to animate his 
foldiers the better, he took up the Eagle of the 
fourth Legion , and carried it forward himfelf: 
that Ctefar was left tó the guard of their Camp: 
where he was attacked likewife by another body 
of the enemy, whom he repulfed with great lofs ia\ 
Antony reproached him afterwards with running 
away from this engagement in fuch a fright, that 
lie did not appear again till two days after, and 
without his Horfe or Generars habit: but the ac
count juft mentioned was given by Cicero from 
Letters i that were read to the Senate^ in which 
Hirtius declared him to have a&ed with the 
greateft courage

The news reached Rome on the twentieth of 
A p ril, where it railed an incredible jo y : and 
the greater, we may imagine, for the late ter
rors which they had fuffered from contrary re
ports. The whole body of the people affembled 
prefently about Cicero’s houfe, and carried him 
in a kind of triumph to the Capitol, whence on 
their return, they placed him in the Roftra, to 
give them an account of the victory; and then 
conducted him home with infinite acclamations: 
fo that in a Letter upon it to Brutus, he fays,

that
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that he reaped on that day the full fruit of all 
his toils, if there be any fruit in true and folid 
glory ” \

The day following the Senate was fnmmon- 
ed by Cornutus , the Praetor, to deliberate on 
the Letters, of the Confute and Odavius ; Ser- 
vilius’s opinion was , “  that the City fhould
w now quit the Sagum , and take the common 
“ .gown again; and that a public Thankfglving 
€t fhould be decreed jointly to the honor of the 
fc Confuls and Odavius. ” Cicerp fpoke next, and 
declared ftrongly “  againft quitting the Sagum, 
“  till D. Brutus was firft delivered from the fiege; 
“  that it would be ridiculous to put it off till 
“  they fliould fee him in fafety , for whole fake 
“  they had put it on — that the motion for quit- 
“  ting it, flowed from envy to D. Brutus; to 
“  deprive him of the glory that it would be to his 
“  name, to have it delivered to poftcrity ; that 
“  the people of Rome had put on the-Sagum for 
“  the danger, and refumed the gown for the pre- 
“  fervation of one Citizen— he advifed them there- 
“  fore to continue in their former mind, of think- 
“  ing the whole danger and ftrefs of the war to 
“  depend on D. Brutus— and though there was 
“  reafon to hope that he was already fafe, or would 
“  fhortly be f o , yet they fhould referve the 
*• fruit of that hope to fad: and the event, left 
“  they fhould be found too hafty in fnatching 
“  the favor of the G ods, or foolifh in contemn- 
“  ing the power of fortune ***. — Then as to 
“  the decree of the Thaukfgiving, he urges

V oc. IIL O



“  Servilius with omitting two things in his vote, 
“  which ought neceflarily to have accompanied 
“  it : the giving Antony the title of enemy,
** and their own Generals, of Emperors—------
“  The fwords of our foldicrs are died,*’ fays 
h e , “  or rather moiftened only as yet with
“  blood : if it was the blood of enemies, it 
“  was an ad of the utmoft piety; if of Citizens, 
“  the mod deteftable wickednefs: how long then 
“  fhall he, who has outdone all enemies in vib 
“  lany , go without the name of enemy ? he 
“  is now waging an inexpiable war with four 
“  Confuls, with the Senate and people of Rom e; 
“  denounces plagues, devaluation, the rack and 
“  tortures to us all : confeiTes that Dolabella's 
“  horrid a d , which no barbarians would own, 
tc was done by his advice: declares what he 
“  would have done to this C ity, by the Cala- 
“  mity of the people of Parma, honeft and 
“  excellent men, firm to the interefts of the 
“ Senate and People; whom L, A ntony, the 
14 portent and difgrace of his fpecies, put to 
“  death by all the methods of cruelty . —-— > 
“  That Hannibal was never fo barbarous to 
“  any City, as Antony to Parma. — He con- 
“  jures them to remember , how much they 
<c had all been terrified for two days part by 
“  villanous reports fpread about the C ity ; and 
“  were expeding either a wretched death , or 
“  lamentable flight; and could they fcruple to 
“  call thofe men enemies , from whom they 
“  feared fuch dreadful things ? ----- -- he then
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4< propofed to enlarge the number of days of the 
u Thankfgiving, fince it was not to be decreed 
“  to one , but to three Generals jointly; to 
w whom in the firft place he would give the 
“  title of Emperors— fince there had not been 
44 a fupplication decreed without it for twenty 
“  years paft: fo that Servilius ihould not either 
44 have decreed it at all, or allowed the ufual 
“  honors to thofe, to whom even new and un- 
“  ufual honors were due1**. T h at, if accord- 
“  ing to the prefent cuftom, the Title of Em- 
“  peror was commonly given for killing a thou- 
“  fand or two of Spaniards, Gauls, or Thracians; 
“  how could they refufe it now, when fo many 
46 Legions were routed, and fuch a multitude 
“  flain ? — for with what honors, ” fays be, 
“  and congratulations ihould our deliverers them- 
“  felves be received into this Temple, when 
“  yefterday, on the account of what they have 
f^clone, the people of Rome carried me into the 
“  Capitol in a kind of Triumph; for that, af- 
“  ter all, is a juft and real Triumph, when by 
“  the general voice of the City, a public Tefti- 
“  mony is given to thofe who have deferved 
“  well of the Commonwealth. For if in the 
“  common joy of the whole City they congra
tu la te d  me fingly, it is a great declaration of 
“  their judgment: if they thanked me, ftill 
“  greater: if both, nothing can be imagined 
“  more glorious — that he was forced to fay 
“  fo much of himfelf againft his will , by the 
“  ftrangc envy and injuries which he had lately

O 3



« fuffered — -— that the infolence of the Fa&ious, 
“  as they all knew, had raifed a report and fufpi- 
*4 cion upon him, of his aiming at a Tyran- 
54 ny * though his whole life had been fpent 
« in defending the Republic from i t :  as if he, 
F4 who had deilroyed Catiline, for that very 
F4 crime, was of a fudden become a Catiline 
F4 himfdf1*1 . That if the report had found cre- 
5C dit in the City, their defign was, by a fud~ 
cc den affault upon his'perfon, as upon a Tyrant,

to have taken away his life------- that the thing
Fc itfelf was manifefl, and the whole affair ihould
F4 be laid open in proper time—----- that he had

faid all this, not to purge himfelf to them, to 
F4 whom he ihould hi forry to want an apolo- 
*e gy ; but to admonifh certain pcrfons of je- 
?  june and narro\^ minds, to look upon the 
<e virtue of excellent Citizens, as the objedl of 
F4 their imitation, not of their envy : fince the 
^ Republic was a wide field , where the cour% 
*c of glory was open to many11* ; that if any 
F4 man contefted with him the firft place in the 
<4 government, he a&ed fooliihly, if he meant 
^ to do it by oppofing vice to virtue : that as 
w the race was gained by running the fafteft, fo 
<4 virtue was only to bp conquered by a fupe- 

■ rior virtue chat they could never get the
“  better of him by bad votes; by good ones 
M perhaps they might, and he himfelf ihould 
44 be glad of it—rz;— tbax the people of Rome 
“  were perpetually inquiring, how men of their 
** rank voted aod aiikd, and formed their judge-



“  ment of them accordingly---- — that they alj
“  remembered, how in December laft, he was 
“  the author of the Hrft ftep towards recover- 
“ ing their liberty: how from the firft of Ja- 
“  riuarv he had been connnudly watching over 
“  the fafety of the Commonwealth: how hi$ 
“  houfe and*his ears were open day and night 
“  to the advices and informations of all who 
“  came to him : how his opinion always was 
“  againft an Embafly to Antony : how he had 
“  always voted him ari enemy, and their prefent 
“  ftate, a w ar: but as oft as he mentioned ari 
“  enemy or a war, the Confuls had always dropt 
“  his ¿notion , from the number of thofe that 
“  were propofedI , i : which could not, however, 
“  be done in the prefent cafe, becaufe he, who 
“  had already voted a Thankfgiving, had uri- 
“  warily voted Antony an enemy ; fince a 
“  T  haukfgivirig had never been decreed but 
“  againft enemies; and never afked or granted
“  in what was properly a civil w ar---- — that
“  they Ihould either have deni d it, or muft of 
“  courfe decree thofe to be enemies, for whofe 

defeat it was granted. Then after flonrifh- 
“  ing on the particular merit of three Gene- 
“  rals, Panfa, Hirtius, Odtavius ; aitd Ihowing 
“  how well they had each deferved the name 
“  of Emperor, he decrees a Thankfgiving of 
“  fifty days in the name of the three jointly “ V* 
In the laft place, he proceeds to fpeak of the 
rewards due to the foldiers, and efpecially of the 
honors to be paid to thofe who had loft their

M. T. C I C E R O ;  19 ?



lives ia the defence of their country— -—
“  For thefe, he propofes a fplendid monument 
“ to be ereded in common to them all, at the 
“  public charge, with their names and fervices 
“  infcribed,i — and in recommending it , breaks 
out into a kind of funeral Elogium upon them — 
“  Oh happy death, ” fays he, “  which when due 
“  to nature, was paid to your country! for I 
“  cannot but look upon you as born for your 
“ country, whofe name is even derived from 
“  Mars : as if the fame G od, who gave birth 
“  :to this C ity , for the good of nations, had 
“  given birth alfo to you , for the good of this 
'“ 'C ity;- Death in flight is. fcandalous; in vie- 
“  tory,; glorious ; wherefore whilft thofe impi- 
“  ous. wretches, whom you flew, will fuffer 
“  the puniihment of their parricide in the infer- 
“  nal regions; y o u , who breathed your laft in 
“  vidory, have obtained the place and feat of 
“  the pious. The life given to us by nature is 
“  ihort; but the memory of a life..well fpent, 
“  everlafting : if it were not longer than this 
“  life, who would be fo mad, at the expenfe 
“  of the greateft pains and danger, to contend 
‘ - for the prize o f glory ? your lot therefore is 
“  happy, O you, while you lived, the bra veil, 
“  now the holieft of foldiers : for the fame of 
-‘ your virtue can never be loft, either by the 
“  forgetfulnefs of thofe who are now alive, or 
“  the filence of thofe who lhall come hereafter; 
“  fince the Senate and people of Rome have 
“  raifed to you , as it were, with their own 
“  hand an immortal monument- There have
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”  been many great and famous armies in the 
46 Punic, Gallic, Italic, wars; yet no iuch ho- 
“  nor was ever done to any of them. I wifh 
“  that we could ftill do greater, fmee you have 
“  done the greateft feivices to us : you drove 
“  Antony mad with rage, from the City: you 
“  repulfed him when he attempted to return : 
“  a fabric therefore fliall be ere&ed of magnificent 
“  w ork; and letters engraved upon it, the eter- 
“  nal witnefles of your divine virtue; nor will 
“  thofe who fee or hear of your monument* 
“  ever ceafe talking of you : fo that inftead 
“  of this frail and mortal condition of life, you
“  have now acquired an immortality *’------- -
“  He then renews their former affurances to the 
“  old Legions, of the full and punctual pay- 
“ -merit of all, which had been promifed to them, 
“  as foon as the war fhould be over; and for 
“  thofe, in the mean time, who had loft their 
“  lives for their country , he propofes , that 
“  the fame rewards which would have been 
“  given to them if they had lived, Ihould be 
“  given immediately to their parents, children, 
“  wives , or brothers. ” —------  All which he in
cludes, as ufual, in the form of a decree, which 
was ratified by the Senate,

Antony being cruelly mortified by this defeat, 
kept himfelf clofe within his Camp, and refolved 
to hazard nothing farther,' but to, a<ft only on the 
defen live ; except by haralEng the enemy with 
his Horfe , in which he was far fuperior. He ftill 
hoped to make himfelf matter of Modena , which

Q 4



-was reduced to extremity ; and by thé ilréngth 
of bis works, to prevent their throwing any re
lief into it. Hirtius and Odavius, on the other 
hand, elate with vidòry, were determined at all 
hazards to relieve it; and after two or three 
days fpent in finding the mòft likely place of 
breaking through thé intrenchments, they made 
their attack with ftich vigor, that Antony, rather 
than füffer the town to be fnatched at laft out 
of his hands, chófe to draw but his Legions, 
and còme to a general battle. The fight was 
bloody and obftinate ; and Antony’s men though 
Obliged to give ground, bravely difputed every 
inch of it : till D. Brutus, taking the opportunity 
at the fame time to Tally out of the T o w n , at 
the head of his garrifon, helped greatly to deter
mine and complete the vidorÿ : Hirtius pufhed 
his advantage with great fpirit; and forced his 
way into Antony’s Camp; but when he had gain
ed the middle of it * was unfortunately killed 
near the General’s T ent: Pontius Aquila, one of 
the Confpirators, was killed likewife in the fame 
place: but Odavius, who followed to fupport 
them, made good their attempt, and kept pofTef- 
fion of thè Camp , with the entire defeat and de* 
ftrudion of Antony’s beft troops: while Antony 
Jiimfelf, with all his horfe, fled with great preci
pitation towards the Alps. Some writers give à 
different relation of this adion, but from the fads 
ând circùmftarices ôf it , delivered by Cicero, this 
appears tò be the genuine account. The Conful 
Panfa died the day following of his wounds at 
Bononia*1*.
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S E C T .  X I .

1  H E entire defeat of Antony’s army made all A* tJrk yios 
people prefently imagine, that the war was at an Ck. 64* 
end, and the liberty of Rome eftablifhed ; which 
would probably have been the cafe, if Antony 
had either perifhed in the a&ion, or the Confuls 
furvived i t : but the death of the Confuls, though 
not felt fo fenfibly at fird , in the midft of their 
joy  for the v i& ory, gave the fatal blow to all 
Cicero’s fchemes ; and was the immediate caufe of 
the ruin of the Republic1. Hirtius was a man 
of letters and politenefs ; intimately intruded with 
Caefars counfels, and employed to write his ads? 
but as he was the proper creature of Csefar, and 
ftrongly infeded with party , fo his views were 
all bent on fupporting the power that had raifed 
him, and ferving his Patron, riot the public. In 
the beginning therefore of the civil war, when he? 
was Tribune of the people* he priblifhed a law^ 
to exclude a ll, who were iri arms with Pompey, 
from any employment or Office in the Rate1 : 
which made him particularly obnoxious to the 
Pompeians , who confidered him as their mod in
veterate enemy. Panfa, whofe Father bad been 
profcribed by Sylla *, was attached with equal zeal 
to Csefar, as to the head and reviver of the Marian 
caufe ; and ferved him in all his wars with fingular 
affedion and fidelity 5 he was a grave, fincerc#
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and worthy man; and being naturally more mo
derate and benevolent than Hirtius, was touched 
with the ruin of Jiis country, and the miferies of 
the oppreffed Pompeians ; many of whom he re
lieved by his humanity; and reftored by his in- 
tereft to the City and their eftates*. This made 
him very popular, and gained him the efteem of 
all the honeft ; fo that Caffius, in defending his 
Epicurifm to Cicero, alledges Panfa, as an example 
of thofe genuine Epicureans, who placed their 
pleafure or chief good in virtuous adts5. Before 
their entrance into the Confulfbip, Quintus Cicero 
gave a moft wretched account of them both; a as 
Ci of a lewd, luxurious pair; not fit to be trufted 
V with the command of a paultry T o w n , much 
44 lefs o f the Empire ; H and fays, “  that if they 
“  were not removed from the helm, the Republic 
44 would certainly be loft; fince Antony would 
“  eafily draw them into a partnership of his crimes; 
44 for when he ferved with them in Gaul, he had 
tf feen incredible inftances of their effeminacy and 
44 debauchery, in the face even of the enemy.”.—* 
But we muft charge a great part of this charadler 
to the peevifhnefs and envy of Quintus : for what
ever they had been before, they were certainly 
good Confuls; and out of their affedtion to Cicero, 
and regard to his authority, governed themfelve^ 
generally in all great affairs, by his maxims. They 
were perfuaded, that the defign of revenging 
Caefar s death would throw the Republic again into 
convulfions; and flowed from no other motive, 
than the ambition of poffeffing Caelar’s place ; and
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rcfolvcd therefore to quell by open force all attempts 
againft the public peace. From their long adherence 
to Caefar, they retained indeed fome prejudices in 
favor of that party ; and were loth to proceed to 
extremities, till pacific meafures were found ineffec
tual, This gave Cicero fome rcafon to blame, 
but never to diftruft them; to complain of their 
phlegm and want of vigor, as detrimental to the 
common canfe : yet while they were generally 
fufpe&ed by others, he always thought them 
fincere, though they did not in all cafes ad up to 
his wifhes. The event confirmed his judgment 
■ 'of them : for they both not only expofed, but 
loft their lives with the greateft courage in the 
defence of the Republic; and {bowed themfelves 
to be the very men, which Cicero had conftantly 
affirmed them to be; and though he imputes fome 
little blame to Hirtius, yet of Panfa, he declares, 
that he wanted neither courage from the firft, nor 
fidelity to the laft\

If they had lived to reap the fruits of their 
viftory, their power and authority would have 
been fufficient to reftrain Odavius within the 
bounds of his duty ; and fuftain the tottering 
Republic, till Brutus and Caffius could arrive 
to their afliftance ; and Plancus and D. Brutus 

’'finite themfelves iu the fame caufe , and give it 
a firm eftabliffiment-in their Confulfhip o f the 
next year : all whofe armies, .together with the 
African Legions, were far fuperior to any force 
that could have been brought againft them. But 
the death of &he two Confuls placed Octavius at
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once above control, by leaving him the matter 
of both their armies : efpecially of all the vete
rans i who were dififfeded to D. Brutus, and 
could not be induced to follow' him : and it fell 
out fo lucky and appoiite to all Odavius’s views 
as to give birth to a general peifuation, that they 
had received foul play, and were Both of them kill
ed by* his contrivance ; for he was obferved to be 
the firft man who took up HirtiusV body in the 
Camp;v where fome imagined him to have been 
killed by his own foldiers ; and Panfa’s Phyfician, 
Glyco , was actually thrown into Pnfon by Ton 
quatus , Panfa’s Quæftor f upon a fufpicion of 
having poifoned his wounds*. But the chief 
ground of that notion feems to have lain in the 
fortunate coincidence of the fad with the interefts 
of Odavius : for M. Brutus thought it incredible* 
and in the moil preffing manner begged of Cicero* 
to procure G!yco*s enlargement, and proted him 
from any harm ; as being a worthy, modèft man, 
incapable of fùch a villany ; and who, of all others, 
fuffered the greateft iofs by Panfa’s death*.

Cicero was foon aware of the dangerous turn 
which this event was likely to give to their 
affairs ; and within a day or two after the news, 
intimates his apprehenfion of it to Brutus: 
w Young Cæfar,” fays he, «has a wonderful d it 
“  pofnion to virtue : I wifli that I may govern 
ft him as eafily *.■ in all this height of honor and 
*  power , as I have hitherto done : the thing is 
“  now much harder; yet I do not defpair of it : 
“  for the youth is perfuaded , add chiefly by
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a  me, that we owe our prefent fafety to him:
** and in truth, if he had not at firft driven 

Antony from the C ity , all had been loft'*.”
put as he found Odtavius grow daily more and 
more untradable, fo he began to exhort and im
plore Brutus in every Letter, to bring his army 
into Italy, as the only thing which could fave 
them in their prefent drcumftances ; and to en
force his own authority, he procured a vote alfo 
of the Senate, to call him home with his Legions 
to the defence of the Republic11*

At Rome, however, the general rejoicingsflifled 
all prefent attention to the lofs of their Confuls; 
and Antony's friends were fo dejedted for fome 
time, that they gave Cicero no more oppofition 

Jn  the Senate : where he poured out all imaginable 
honors on the deceafed, Hirtius, Panfa and A quila;, 
decreed an ovation to Cxfar ; and added a number 
of days to their Thankfgiving, in honor of D. Bru
tus : whofe deliverance happening to fall upon his 
birth - day, he decreed likewife, that his name 
fhould be aferibed ever after to that day, in the Fafti 
or public Kalendars, for a perpetual memorial of 
thevi&ory. Antony's adherents were alfo declared 
enemies : in which number Servilius himfelf in
cluded Ventidius ; and moved, to give Caffius the 
command of the war againfi Dolabella; to whom 
Cicero joined Brutus, in cafe that he fhould find 
it ufeful to the Republic11.

The decree of an Ovation to O&avius was 
blamed by Brutus and his friends 11 : yet feenrts 
to have beta wifely and artfully defigned : for
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while it carried an appearance of honor," it would 
regularly have ftript him of his pow er, if he 
had made ufe of i t : fmce his commillion was td 
ckpire of courfe, and his army to be diflolvedi 
upon his firft entrance into the City : but the 
confufion of the times made laws and cufto'ms of 
little effedl with thofe who had the power to dit 
penfe with them*

The Commanders abroad were fc ftruck with 
Antony's defeat, that they redoubled their afluran- 
ces to Cicero of their firmnefs 'and zeal for the 
common caufe, Lepidus efpecially, Who had fuf- 
fered two of his Lieutenants, Silanus and Culleo, 
to carry fnccours to Antony at Modena,^ labors 
to excufe it in a civil and humble ftrain* and to 
perfuade Cicero, “ that they had done it againft 

v “  his orders 5 and though, for their former relation 
“  to him , he was unwilling to puniih them with 
“  the laft feverity, yet he had not fmce employed 
“  or received them even into his Camp. He ac- 
“  quaints him, that Antony was arrived in his 
“  Province, with one Legion, and a great multi- 
“  tudc of men unarmed, but with all his Horfe, 
“ "which was very ftrong ; and that Ventidius 
“  had joined him with three Legions : that he 
“  was marching out againft him with all his 
“  forces; and that many of Antony's Horfe and 
“  Foot daily deferted him* — That for himfelf, 
“  he would never be wanting in his duty to the 
“  Senate and the Republic— thanks him for not 
“  giving credit to the falfe reports which were 
“  fpread ofhim ; and above all, dor the late honors



<c that he had decreed to him—begs him to expeét 
“  every thing from him, which could be expe&ed 
“  from an honeft man, and to take him under his 
“  fpecial protection *\ ”

Pollio ftill more explicitely , “  that there 
“  was no time now for loitering, or expecting 
“  the orders of the Senate— that all who wifhed 
“  to preferve the Empire, and the very name of 
“  the Roman people, ought to lend their prefent 
“  help — That nothing was more dangerous, than 
“  to give Antony leifure to recollect liimfelf. — 
‘ ' That for his part, he would neither defert nor 
“  furvive the Republic — was grieved only for 
“  his being at fuch a diftance that he could not 
“  come fo foort as he wifhed to its relief, & c .IS. ” 

Plancus fent word , “  that he was taking 
“  all pofhble care to opprefs Antony, if he 
“  came into that country, — That if he came 
“  without any confiderable body of troopsi he 
“ fliould be able to give a good account of 
“  him, though he fliould be received by Lepidus; 
“  or if he brought any force with him, would 
“  undertake that he ihould do no harm in thofe 
“  parts, till they could fend him fuccours fuffi- 
“  cient to deftroy him — that he was then 
“  in a treaty with Lepidus, about uniting their 
“  forces in the fame caufe, by the mediation of 
“  Laterenfis and Furnius ; nor would be hin- 
“  dered by his private quarrel with the man, from 
“  concurring with his greateft enemy in thé 
“  fervice of the commonwealth **. ” In an
other Letter he fpeaks with great contempt of
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* Antony’s fhattered forces, though joined with 
** thofe of Ventidius, the Mule - driver, as he 
** calls him; and is confident, that if he could 
44 have met with them, they would not have 
“  flood an hour before him

The Conquerors at Modena were much cen- 
fured in the mean time for giving Antony lei- 
fure to efcape: but Odavius from the begin
ning had no thoughts of purfuing him: he had 
already gained what he aimed at; had reduced 
Antony’s power fo low , and raifed his own fo 
high , as to be in condition to make his own 
terms with him in the partition of the' Empire; 
of which he feems to have formed the plan from 
this moment: whereas if Antony had been whol
ly deftroyed , together with the Confuls, the 
Republican party would have probably been too 
ftrong for him and Lepidus; who, though Matter 
of a good army, was certainly a weak General1*: 
when he was preffed therefore to purfue Antony, 
he contrived Hill to delay it , till it was too late; 
taking himfelf to be more ufefully employed, in 
fecuring to his interetts the troops of the Confuls.

Cicero was particularly difgufted at An
tony’s efcape; and often expoftulates upoii it 
with D. Brutus: he tells him, “  that if Antony 
44 ihould ever recover ftrength again , all his 
44 great Cervices to the Republic would come 
44 to nothing — it was reported , ” fays he, 44 at 
44 Rom e, and all people believed it , that he was 
44 fled with a few unarmed, difpirited men ; 
44 and himfelf almott broken-hearted; but if it

be
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“  be fo with him , as I hear it is, that you can- 
4i not fight him again without clanger; he.does 
ct not feem to have fled from Modena, but to 
“  have changed only the feat of the war,
“  Wherefore men are now quite different from 
“  what they were: fome even Qomplain that 
“ you did not purfue him; and think that he 
“  might have been deftroyed , if diligence had 
“  been ufed: fuch is the temper of people, and 
“ above all of ours, to abufe their liberty againft 
“  thofe by whom they obtained it; it is your 
“  part, however, to take care that there be no
“  real ground of complaint. The truth of the
“  cafe is , he who oppreffes Antony, puts an 
“  end to the war. What the force of that is ,
“  it is better for you to confider, than for me
11 to write more explicitly 0 . ”

D. Brutus, in his anfwer, gives him the 
reafons why he could not follow Antony fo foon 
as he wifhed : “  I had no horfe, ” fays he , “  no 
“ carriage^ ; did hot know that Hirtius was killed;
“  had no confidence in Caefar , before I met and/ 
“  talked with him, thui the firft day paffed. The 
“  next morning early 1 was fent for by Panfa to 
“  Bononia ; but on the road met with an account 
“  of his death: I fan back to" my little arniy; for 
« fo I may truly call it : it is extremely reduced,
“  and in fad condition for want of all things : fo 
“  that Antony gained two days of me, and made 
“  much greater journeys in flying , than I could 
“  in purfuing ; for his troops went {haggling;
“  mine in order. Wherever he paffed, he opened

Vor.. Ill- P



« all the prifons, carried away the m en , and flopt 
<c no where till he came to the hords. This place 
« lies between the Appennine and the Alps ; a 
<c mod difficult country to march through : when 

I  was thirty miles from him, and Ventidius had 
^already joined him , a copy of his fpeech was 
a brought to me , in which he begs of hisfoldiers 
cc to follow him crofs the A lps; and declares, that 
<£ he aded in concert with Lepidus : but the 
cc foldiers cried o u t, efpecially thofe of Ventidius, 
“  for he has very few of his own that they would 
** either conquer or periih in Italy; and began 
“  to beg, that he would go to Pollentia : when he 
“  could not over-rule them , he put off his march 
w to the next day. Upon this intelligence, I pre- 
“  fently fent five Cohorts before me to Pollentia, 
“  and followed them myfelf with the arm y: my 
w detachment came to the place an hour before 
tl Trebellius , with Antony’s Horfe : this gave me 
<c an exceeding joy ; for I  efteem it equal to a 
“  v id o ry , &c. **.” #

In another Letter he fays, “  that if Csefar 
“  would have been perftiaded by him to crofs 
“  the Appennine, he could have reduced Antony 
“  to fuch ftraits , that he mufl have been deftroyed 
u by want rather than the fword : but that they 
“  could neither command Csefar , nor Caefar his 
u own troops; both which circumftances were very 
M bad , &c. al. ” This authentic account from 
D. Brutus confutes two fads , which are delivered 
by an old Hiftorian , and generally received by all 
the moderns ; firft, that Odavius, after the vidory,
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refuted to have any conference with D. Brutus; and 
that Brutus,for that rcafon, forbad him to enter his 
Province , or to purfue Antony : freon illy, that 
Panfa, in his laft moments , fent for Odavius, and 
advifed him to an union with Antony againft the 
Senate *\ For it is evident, that on the very day 
of the vidory , there was adually a conference 
between the two firft ; which <pafTed in fo amicable 
a manner, as to eafe Brutus of the jealoufy which 
he had before conceived of Octavius: and Panfas 
death happened fo early the next morning, that 
it left no room for the pretended advice and fpeech 
which is made for him to Odavius : efpecrally 
fince1 it appears on the contrary, that inftead of 
Odavius, Panfa really fent for D. Brutus, when 
he found himfelf d y in g , as if difpofed rather 
to communicate fomething for the fervice of 
that caufe , in which he had loft his life. But 
both the ftories were undoubtedly forged after
wards , to fave Odavius’s honor , and give a 
better color to that fudden change of mea fare's, 
which from this hour he was determined to 
purfue

C. Antony was (till a prifoner with M . Brutus, 
whofe indulgence gave Kim an opportunity of 
pradifmg uppn the foldiers, and raifing a fedition 
in the Camp , which created no fmall trouble to 
Brutu.v The foldiers, however, foon repented of 
their rafhnefs, and killed the authors of it ; and 
would have killed Antony too , if Brutus would 
have delivered him into their hands : but he 
could not be induced to take his life , though
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this was the fécond offence of thé famé kind ; bufi 
‘pretending , that he would order him to bè 
thrown into the Sea , fent him to be fecured on 
fhip-board , either from doing or fuffering any 
farther mifchief ** : of which he wrote an ac
count to Cicero , who returned the following 
anfwer.

41 As to the fedition in the fourth Legion about 
“  C. Antony , you will take what I fay in good 
“  part; I am better pleafed with the feverity of 
44 the foldiers than with yours. I am extremely 
“  glad that you have had a trial of the affection 
44 of your Legions and the Horfe — as to what 
44 you write , that I am purfuing the Antony's 
44 much at my eafe , and praife me for it ; I 
“  fuppofé you really think fo : but I do not by any 
“  means approve your diftindlion , when you fay, 
44 that our animofity ought to be exerted rather in 
“  preventing civil wars, than in revenging ourfelves 
*4 on the vanquifhed. I differ widely from you, 
“  BrutUs* not that I yield to you in clemency;
41 but a falutary feverity is always preferable to 
44 a fpecious fliow of mercy. If we are fo fond 
M of pardoning , there will be no end of civil 
44 wars : but you are to look to that for I can 
“  fay of m yfelf, what Plautus's ôkLman fays in 
44 the Trinummus ; life is almoft ovter with me; 
44 it is you who are the moft interefted in it. You 
44 will be undone , Brutus, believe me, if you do 
44 not take care ; for you will not always have the 
“  people , nor the Senate, nor a Leader of the 
“  Senate , the fame as now. Take this , as from
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iC the Pythian Oracle ; nothing can be more 
“  true **. ”

Brutus’s w ife, Porcia, notwithftariding the 
tragical ftory which the old writers have drefled 
up , of the manner of her killing herfelf upon the 
news of her hufband’s unhappy fate l< , died 
moft probably about this time at Rome of a, 
lingering illnefs. She feems to have been in a bad 
Rate of health when Brutus left Italy , where fhe 
is faid to have parted from him with the utmoft 
grief and floods of tears , as* if confcious that 
ihe was taking her laft leave of him : and Plutarch 
fays, that there was a Letter of Brutus extant in 
his days , if it was genuine, in which he lamented 
her death , and complained of his friends for 
negledling her in her laft ficknefs : this,however, 
is certain * that in a Letter to Atticus, he gives 
a hint of Porcia’s indifpofition , with a flight 
compliment to Atticus for his care of.her*7 ; and 
the following Letter of condolence, to him from 
Cicero, can hardly be applied to any other oe- 
cafion but that of her death.

Cicero to Brutus>

“  I ihould perform the fame office which you 
<c formerly did in my lofs , of comforting you by 
"  Letter , did I not know that you cannot want 
“  thofe remedies in your grief , with which you 
“  relieved mine. I wifli only that you may now 
“  cure yourfelf more eafily than at that time you 
“  cured me : for it would be ftrange in fo great a
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than as you , not to be able to pradife what he 
had prefcribed to another. As for me, not only 
the reafons which you then colleded , but your 
very authority deterred me from indulging my 
forrow to excefs. For when you thought me to 
behave myfelf, with greater foftnefs than became 
a man , efpecially one who ufed to comfort 
others , you chid me with more feverity than 
it was ufual fo^you to exprefs : fo that, out of 

- a reverence to your judgment, I roofed myfelf: 
“  and by the accefFion of your authority v took 
“  every thing that I had learnt or read, or heard 
“  on that fubjed, to have the greater weight. Yet 
ct my part, Brutus, at that time was only to ad 

agreeably to duty and to Nature : but your*s, 
as we fa y , is to be aded on the ftage, and before 
the people. For when the eyes , not only of 

“  your arm y, but of all the City , nay f of all the 
* world, are upon yo u , it is wholly indecent for 
“  one , by whom we other mortals are made the 
“  ftouter , to betray any dejedion or want of 

courage. You have fu fife red , indeed , a great 
lofs; for you have loft that, which has not 
left its fellow on earth) and muft be allowed to 
grieve under fo cruel a blow ; left to want all 

** fenfe of grief fhould be thought more wretched 
“  than grief itfelf : but to do it with moderation, 
“  is both ufcful to others , and neceffary to yourfelf. 
“  I would write more , if this was not already too 
“  much : we exped you and your army : without 
“  which , though all other things Succeed to our 
c* wifhes, we ihall hardly ever be free

ft
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As the time of chufing Magiftrates now drew 
on , and particularly of filling up the Colleges of 
Priefts , in which there were many vacancies ; fo 
Brutus was fending home many of his young 
Nobles to appear as Candidates at the eledion; the 
two Bibulus, Domitius, Cato , Lentulus, ^vhom 
he feverally recommends to Cicero's protedion. 
Cicero was defirous that his fon alfo ihould come with 
them , to be eleded a Prieft ; and wrote to Brutus, 
to know his mind about it ; and, if he thought 
proper, to fend him away immediately; for though 
he might be chofen in abfence , yet his fnccefs 
would be much eafier if he was prefenta\ He 
touches this little affair in feveral of his Letters; 
but finding the public difordcrs increafe (till every 
day , he procured the eledion of Priefts to be 
thrown off to the next year : and Brutus having 

*.fent him word in the mean while, that his fon 
had adually left him, and was coming towards 
Rom e, he inftantly difpatched a meffenger , to 
meet him on the road, with orders to fend him 
back again, though he found him landed in Italy: 
fince nothing, he fays , could be more agreeable 
either to himfelf, or more honorable to his fon , 
than his continuance with Brutus*1*,

Not long after the battle of Modena , the 
news of Dolabella’s defeat and death from 
Afia, brought a freih occafion of joy to Cicero , 
and his friends at Rome. Dolabella , after his 
fuccefs againft Trebonius , having pillaged that 
Province of it\s money , and of all things ufeful 
for w a r , marched forward to execute his grand

P 4



defignupon Syria; for which he had been making,, 
all this preparation : but Caffius was beforehand 
with him , and having got poffeffion of that 
Country, and of all the armies in it , was much 
fuperior to him in force, Polabella, however, made 
his way with fome fuccefs through Cilicia , and 
came before Antioch in Syria, but was denied 
admittance into it ; and after fome vain attempts 
to take it , being repulfed with lofs, marched to 
Laodicea; which had before invited , and now 
opened it’s gates to him. Here Caffius came up 
with him, and prefently invefted the place : where , 
after he had deftroyed Dolabella’s fleet, in two 
or three naval engagements , he ihut him up clofely 
by fea, as well as land : till Dolabella, feeing no 
way to efcape, and the Town unable to holdout 
any longer, killed himfelf, to prevent his falling 
alive into Caffius’s handstand fuifering the famer 
treatment, which he had fhowntoTrebonius: but 
Caffius generoufly Ordered his body to be buried, 
with that of his Lieutenant Odtavius, who killed 
himfefalfo with him 3I.

D. Brutus was now at lad purfuing Antony, 
or rather obferving the motions of his flight: 
he had with him , befides his own forces, the 
new Legions of the late Confuls, while all the 
Veterans put themfelves under the command of 
Odlavius: fo that after Antony was joined by 
Ventidius with three Legions, Brutus was hard
ly ftrong eqough either to fight with him, or, 
what he rather aimed at, to hinder his croffing
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the Alps to Lepidus. He defired Cicero there
fore, to write to Lepidus, not to receive him, 
though he was fure, lie fays, that Lepidus would 
never do any thing that was right; and wifhes 
likewife, that Cicero would confirm l^lancus; 
fince by fome of Antony’s papers, which fell in- 
to his hands, he' perceived, that Antony had not 

Jo f l  all hopes of him; and thought himfelf fure of 
Lepidus and Pollio. Of which he gave Plancus 
immediate notice, and fignified, that he was 
coming forward with all expedition to join with 
him 31, But he complains much in all his Let
ters, of his want of money, and the fad condi
tion of his army; which was not contemptible 
for the number, but the kind of his troops; 
being of the moil part, new raifed men, bare and 
needy of all things n . “  I cannot, ” fays he, 
“  maintain my foldiers any longer. When I 
“  fir ft undertook to free the Republic, I had 
“  above three hundred thoufand pounds of my 

own in money: but now am fo far from ha- 
ving any thing, that I have involved all my 

** friends in debt for me. I have feven Legi- 
ons to provide for; confider with what diffi- 

“  culty : had I the treafures of Varrò, I could 
“  not fupport the expen fe . He defired
therefore a prefent fupply of money, and fome 
Veteran Legions, efpecially the fourth and Mar
tial which continued ftill with Octavius. This 
was decreed to him readily with the Senate, at 
the motion of Drufus and Paulus, Lepidus s



brother” : but Cicero wrote him word, “  that 
all, who knew thofe Legions the belt, affirm- 

“  e d , that they would not be induced by any 
“  terms to ferve under him: that money, how* 
“  ever, Ihould certainly be provided for him” — 
and concludes by obferving, u that if Lepidus 
“  ihould receive Antony , it would throw them 
“  again into great difficulties: but that it was 
“  Brutus’s part, to take care that they ihould 
“  have no caufe to fear the event: for as to 
“  himfelf, that he could not poiTibly do more, 
u than he had already done : but wiihed to fee 
“  D. Brutus the greateft and moil illuftrious 
“  of men *f . ”

Plan eus, as it is hinted above, was carrying 
on a négociation with Lepidus, to unite their 
forces againil Antony: it was managed on Plan- 
cus’s fide by Furnius ; on Lepidus’s, by Laterenfis, 
one of his Lieutenants;^ a true friend to the R e
public, and zealous to engage his General to his 
interefts ; and Lepidus himfelf diflembled fo well, 
as to perfuade them of his iincerity; fo that Plan- 
cus was marching forward in great hafte to join 
with him; of which he gave Cicero a particular 
account

Plancus to Cicero.

“  After I had written my Letters, I thought 
“ ••it of fervice to Nthe public, that you (hould be 

v “  informed of what has fince happened. M y di
l i g e n c e I  hope, has been of ufe both to myfelf
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w and to the Commonwealth: for I have been* 
“  treating with Lepidus by perpetual meflages; 
u that laying afide all former quarrels, he would 
“ be reconciled , and fuccour the Republic in 
“  common with m e, and ihow more regard to 
“  himfelf, his children, and the C ity, than to a 
“  defperate abandoned Robber; in which cafe he 
w might depend on my fervice and afliftance for 
“  all occaftons: Itranfaded the affair by Laterenfis. 
“ He pawned his faith, that if he could not keep 
“  Antony out of his Province, he would purfue 
“  him, by open w ar; begged that I would come 
“  and join forces with him, and fomuch the more, 
“  becaufe Antony was faid to be ftrong in Horfe; 
“  whereas Lepidus’s could hardly be called indif- 
“  ferent: for not many days before, even out of 
“ his fmall number, ten, who were reckoned his 
“  beft, came over to me. As foon as I was in- 
“  formed of this, I refolved without delay, to 
“  fupport Lepidus in the execution of his good 
“ intentions: I fa w , of what benefit my joining 
“  him would b e , either for purfuing and deilroying 
“  Antony’s Horfe \\jth mine, or for correding 
“  and reftraining, by the prefence of my army, 
« the corrupt and difaffeded part of Lepidus’s. 
“  Having made a bridge therefore in one day 
“  over the Ifere, a very great river in the territory 
“  of the Allobroges, I palled with my army on 
“  the twelfth of M ay: but having been informed 
“  that L. Antony was fent before with fome Horfe 
“  and Cohorts to Forum Ju lii, I had fent my bro- 
“  ther the day before with four thoufand Horfe
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to meet with him, intending to follow niyfelf 
C£ by great journeys with four Legions, and the 
w reft of my Horfe, without the heavy baggage. 
<c If we have any tolerable fortune for the Repub- 
f( lie, we fhall here put an end to the audaciouf- 
CI nefs of the defperate; and to all our own trou- 
u ble: but if the Robber, upon hearing of my 
“  arrival, fliould run back again into Italy, it wilt 
“  be Brutus’s part to meet with him there: who 
u will not be wanting, I know either in counfel, 
“  or courage, but if that fhould happen, I wilt 
*e fend my brother alfo with the Horfe, to follow 
tc and preferve Italy from being ravaged by him. 
tc Take care of your health, and love me as I 
“  love yo u 57.” —

But Lepidus was a&ing all the while a treacher
ous part being determined at all hazards to fupport 
Antony; and though he kept him at a diftancefor 
fome time, and feemed to be conftrained at laft 
by bis own foldiers to receive him ; yet that was 
only to fave appearances, till he could do it 
with advantage and fecurity to them both: his 
view in treating with Plancus was probably to 
amufe and draw him fo near to them, that when 
he and Antony were a&ually joined , they might 
force him into the fame meafures, without his 
being able to help it, or to retreat from them. 
When he was upon the point therefore of joining 
camps with Antony, he fent word to Plancus, 
who was within forty miles of him , to flay 
where he then was, till he fhould come up to 
him: but Plancus fufpeding nothing, thought it
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better ftill to march on; till Laterenfis, perceiving 
how things were turning, wrote him word in alt 
hafte, that neither Lepidus nor his army were to 
be trufted; and that he himfelf was deferred; 
exhorting “ Plancus to look to himfelf, left he 
“  fliould be drawn into a Snare, and to perform 
“  his duty to the Republic; for that he had dif- 
u charged his faith, by giving him this warning,

Plancus gave Cicero a particular account of all 
thefe tranfa&ions; he acquaints him, “ that Lepidus 
“  and Antony joined their camps on the twenty- 
u eighth of M ay, and the fame day marched for- 
u ward towards him: of all which he knew no- 
“  thing, till they were come within twenty miles 
“  of him: that upon the firft intelligence of itV 
“  he retreated in all hafte; repafled the Ifere, 
“  and broke down the bridges which he had built 
“  upon it, that he might have leifure to draw alL 
“  his forces together, and join them with his 
“  Colleague D. Brutus, whom he expected in, three 
“  days— that Laterenfis, whole fmgular fidelity 
“  he fhould ever acknowledge, when he found 
“  himfelf duped by Lepidus, laid violent hands 
“  upon himfelf; but being interrupted in the act, 
“  was thought likely to live— he defires that 
“  Oitavius might be fent to him with his forces; 
“  or if he could not come in perfon, that his 
“  army, however, might be fent, fince his intereft 
“  was fo much concerned in it— that as the whole 
“  body of the rebels was now drawn into one 
“  Camp, they ought to ail againft them with the 
“  whole force of the Republic, & c,1V*
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The day after his union with Antony, Lepidus 
wrote a fhort Letter to the Senate, wherein, he 
“  calls the gods and men to witnefs, that he had 
44 nothing fo much at heart as the public fafety 
“  and liberty ; of which he Ihould fhortly have 
“  given them proofs, had not fortune prevented 
“  him: for that his foldiers, by a general mutiny 
“  and (edition, had plainly forced him to take fo 
“  great a multitude of Citizens under his protection; 
“  He befeeches them, that laying afide all their 
*■' private grudges, they would confult the good 
44 of the whole Republic; nor in a time of civil 
44 diflenfion treat his clemency, and that of his 
41 army, as criminal and traiterous*\”

D. Brutus on the other hand joined his army 
with Plancus, who aded with him for fome time 
with great concord , and the affedion of the whole 
Province on their fide: which being fignified in 
their common Letters to Rom e, gave great hopes 
ilill and courage to all the honeft there. In a 
Letter of Plancus to Cicero, “ you k n o w ,”  fays 
he, 141 imagine, the ftate of ¥our forces: in my 
“  camp there are three veteran Legions, with 
“  one new, but the bed of all others of that fort: 
44 in Brutus’s, one veteran Legion , another of two 
“  years (landing, eight of new levies: fo that our 
“  whole army is great in number, little in ftrength: 
44 for what fmall dependence there is in a frefh 
“  foldier, we have oft experienced to our coll. 
“  If the African troops, which are veteran, or 
41 Caefar’s fhould join us, we (hould willingly put 
16 all to the hazard of a battle: as I faw Csefars
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“  to be the neareft, fo I have never ceafed to 
“  prefs him, nor he to afTure me that he would 
“ come inftantly, though I perceive that he had 
“  no fuch thought, and is quite gone off into 
“  other meafures: yet I have fent our friend 
‘ ‘ Furnius again to him, with Letters and in- 
“  ftrudions, if he can poflibly do any good 
“  with him. You know, my dear Cicero, that 
“  as to the Jove of young Caefar , it belongs to 
“  me in common with yo u : for on the account 
“  either of my intimacy with his uncle when 
“  alive, it was neceffary for me to proteit and 
“  cherifh him ; or becaufe he himfelf, as far as 
“  I have been able to obferve, is of a mofl 
“  moderate and gentle difpofition; or that af* 
“  ter fo remarkable a friendihip ^ith C. Cscfar, 
“  it would be a ihame for me not to Jove him, 
“  even as my own child, whom lie had adopted 
“  for his fon. But what I now write, I write 
“  out of grief, rather than ill-will: that An* 
“  tony now lives: that Lepidus is joined with 
“  him; that they have no contemptible army; 
“  that they have hopes, and dare purfue them, 
“  is all entirely owing to Cxfan I will not re
p eal what is long fmce pafled: but if he had 
“  come at the time, when he himfelf declared 
“  that he would, the war would have been ei- 
“  ther now ended, or removed, to their great 
“  difadvantage,. into Spain, a Province utterly 
“  averfe to them. What motive, or whofe coun- 
“  fels drew him off from a part fo glorious, nay, 
w fo neceffary- too, and falutary to himfelf, and



“ turned him fo abfurdly to the thoughts of a 
cc two months Confullhip, to the terror of all 
“  people, I cannot poflibly comprehend. His 
“ friends feem capable of doing much good on 
“  this occafion, both to himfelf and theRepublic; 
<c and above all others, you; to whom he has 
cc greater obligations than ! any man living, 
“  except myfelf; for I fliall never forget that I am 
ct indebted to you for the greateft. I have given 
€£ order to Furnius to treat with him on thefe 
“  affairs; and if I had as much authority with 
<c him as I ought, ihould do him great fervice. 
<c We in the mean time have a very hard part to 
cc fuftain in the war: for we neither think it fafe 
£c to venture a battle, nor yet by turning our backs, 
“  to give the enemy an opportunity of doing 
cc greater mifchief to the Republic: but if either 
“  Cxfar would regard his honor, or the African 
“  Legions come quickly , we fhall make you all 
cc eafy from this quarter. I beg you to continue 
“  your affedion to me, and allure yourfelf that 
u I am ftridly yours 4I. ”

Upon the news of Lepidus’s union with An
tony , the Senate , after fome little time fpent in 
cOnfidering the effect of it , being encouraged, 
by the concord of D. Brutus and Plancus, and 
depending on the fidelity of their united forces, 
voted Lepidus an enemy, on the thirtieth of June; 
and demoliihed the gilt ftatue, which they had 
lately ere&ed to him; feferving ftill a liberty to 
him and his adherents of returning to their duty 
by the firft of September 44. Lepidos’s wife was
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M . Brutus’s After; by whom he had fons, whole 
fortunes were neceflarily ruined by this vote, 
which confifcated the Father’s eftate: for which 
reafon Servilia, their grandmother, and CaQi.usV 
wife, their aunt, folicited Cicero very earneftty, 
cither that the decree itfelf might not pais, or 
that the children fhould be excepted out of it: 
but Cicero could not content to oblige them: for 
iince the firft was thought neceflary, the fecond 
followed of courfe : he gave Brutus, however, a 
particular account of the cafe by Letter,

Cicero to Brutus,

“  Though I was juft going to write to you 
“  by MelTala Corvinus, yet l  would not let our 
.“ ..friend Vetus come without a Letter* The 
“  Republic, Brutus, is now in the utmoft dan- 
“  ger, and after we had conquered, we are 
“  forced again to fight, by the perfidy and mad- 
“  nefs of M. Lepidus, On which occafion , 
“  when for the care, with which I have charged 
“  myfelf, of the Republic, I had many things 
“  to make me uneafy, yet nothing vexed me 
“  more, than that I could not yield to the 
u prayers of your mother and filler; for I iroa- 
u gined, that I fhould eafily fatisfy you, on 
f* which I lay the greateft ftrefs. For Lepi- 
“  dus’s cafe could not by any means be diftin- 
“  guifhed fro/n Antony’s ; nay in all people’s 
il judgment, was even worfe; fince after he 
“  had received the higheft honors from the 
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“  Senate and but a few days before had fent an 
“  excellent Letter to them; on  ̂ fudden, he 
“  not only received the broken remains of our 

“  enemies, but now wages a mod cruel 'sVar 
“ againft us by land and fea; the event of which 
“  is wholly uncertain. When we are defired 
“  therefore to extend mercy to his children , not 
“  a word is faid, w hy, if their Father ihould 
“ conquer, (which the Gods forbid) we are 
“  not to expeik the laft punijhment from him. 
“  I am not ignorant how hard it , that 
“  Children ihould fuifer for the crimes of their 
“  Parents: but it was wifely contrived by the 
“  Jaws, that the love of their Children ihould 
“  make Parents more affedlionate to their Coun- 
“  try. Wherefore it is Lepidus who is cruel 
“  to his children, not he , who adjudges Lepi- 
“  dus an enemy: for if, laying down his arms, 
“  he wefe to be condemned only of violence, 
“  in which no defence could be made for him, 
“  his children would fuffer the fame calamity 
“  by the confifeatiori of his eftate. Yet what 
“  your mother and After are now foliciting 
“  againft , in favor of the children, the very 
“  fame and much worfe, Lepidus, Antony, 
“  and our other enemies are at this very mo- 
“  ment threatening to us all. Wherefore our 
“  greateft hope is in you and your army: it is 
“  of the utmoft confequence both to the Re- 
“  public in general, and to your honor and 
“  glory in particular, that, as I wrote to you 
“  before, you come as : foon as poifible into
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u Italy: for the Republic is in great want not"
“  only of your forces, but of your counfels. I 
*4 ferved Vetus with pleafure, as you defired^ 
** me, for his fingular benevolence and duty to 
“  you: I found him extremely zealous and af- 
u fe&ionate both to you and the Republic: 1  
u fhall fee my Son, 1 hope very foon; for I 
“  depend on his coming with you quickly to 
“  Italy 41. ”

Brutus, before he had received this Letter, 
having heard from other friends, what they were 
defigning at Rome againft Lepidus, wrote about 
the fame time, and on the fame fubjed to Cicero.

Brutus to Cicero.

“  Other people’s fears oblige me to entertain 
44 fome apprehehfions myfelf on Lepidus's account: 
41 if he fliould withdraw himfelf from us, ( which 
“  will prove, I hope, a raih , and injurious fuf- 
44 picion of him) I beg and befeech you, Cicero, 
44 conjuring you by our friendfhip and your affec- 
44 tion to me, to forget that my filler’s children 
44 are Lepidus s fons, and to conftder me in the 
44 place of their Father. If I obtain this of you, 
44 you will not fcruple, I am fure, to do whatever 
44 you can for them. Other people live differently 
14 with their friends : but I can never do enough 
44 for my fitters children , to fatisfy either my 
i4 inclination or my duty. But what is there, in 
44 which honeft men can oblige me, ( if in reality 
44 I have deferved to be obliged in any thing) or

a *
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“  in which I can be of fervice to tny mother, 
“  fiflcr, and the boys; if their uncle Brutus has 

** not as much weight with you and the Senate, 
“ to protect, as their Father Lepidus, to hurt 
“  them? I feel fo much uneafinefs and indignation, 
“  that 1 neither can, nor ought to write more fully 
“  to you : for if ,  in any cafe fo important and 
45 fo neceffary, there could be any occafion for 
“  words, to excite and confirm you, there is no 
4i hope that you will do what I w ifh, and what 
4t is proper. Do not expedl therefore any long 
“  prayers from me : confider only what I am: 
44 and that I ought to obtain i t ; either from 
“  Cicero, a man the moil intimately united with 
“  me; or without regard to our private friendfhip, 
41 from a confular Senator of fuch eminence : pray 
4< fend me word, as foon as you can, what you 
■“  refolve to do. July the f a i l44. ”

Cicero perceiving from this Letter, what he 
had no notion of before, how great a flrefs Brutus 
laid on procuring this favor for his Nephews, 
prevailed with the Senate to fufpend the execution 
of their adl, as far as it related to them, till the 
times Were more fettled 4I.

Lepidus and Antony were no fooner joined , 
than a correfpondence was fet on foot between 
them and O&avius ; who from the death of the 
Confuls, fliowed but little regard to the authority 
of Cicero, or the Senate ; and wanted only a pre
tence for breaking with them. He waited, however, 
a while, to fee what became of Antony; till 
finding himfelf received and fupported by Lepidus,
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lie began .to think it his beft fcheme, to enter into 
the league with them ; and to concur in what 
feemed to be more peculiarly his own part, the 
defign of revenging the death of his Uncle. Inftead 
therefore-of profecuting the war any farther, he 
was perfuaded by his friends to make a demand 
of the Confuiihip, though he was not yet above 
twenty years old. This ftep ihocked and terrified 
the C ity ; not that the Confuiihip could give him 
any power, which his army had not already given ; 
but as it indicated a dangerous and unfeafonable 
ambition, grounded on a contempt of the laws 
and the Senate ; and above all raifed a juft ap- 
prehenfion of fome attempt againft the public li
berty : fince, inftead of leading his army, where 
it was wanted and defired, againft their enemies 
abroad, he chofe to march with it towards Rome, 
as if he intended to fubdue the Republic itfelf.

There was a report fpread in the mean while 
through the Empire , that Cicero was chofen Con
fuí ; Brutus mentioning it in a Letter to him, fays, 
If I fhould ever fee that d ay , I fhali then begin to 
figure to myfelf the true form of a Republic, fub- 
fifting by its own ftrength 4 v  It is certain, that 
he might have been declared Conful, by the una
nimous fuffrages of the people, if he had defired 
i t ;  but in times of fuch violence, the title of 
fupreme IVIagiftrate without a real power to fup  ̂
port i t , would have expofed him only to more 
immediate danger and infults from the foldieis ; 

-whofe faftidious infolence in their demands, was 
tgrown, as he complains, infupportable^. Some
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old writers fay ; what the moderns take implicitly 
from them, that he was duped, and drawn in 
by Odtavius, to favor his pretenfions to the Con- 
fulfhip, by the hopes of being made his Colleague, 
and governing him in the office **. But the con
trary is evident from feveral of his Letters ; and 
that of all men, he was the moft averfe toOdavius’s 
defign, and the moft adive in diffuading him 
from purfuing it. Writing upon it to Brutus, 
w as to Caefar, ”  fays h e, 44 who has been governed 
4t hitherto by my advice, and is indeed of an 
“  excellent difpofition, and wonderful firmnefs,
“  fome people by moft wicked Letters, meffages,
“  and fallacious accounts of things, have pufhed 
“  him to an allured hope of the Confulihip : as 
“  foon as I perceived it, I never ceafed admo- 
“  niihing him in abfence, nor reproaching his 
“  friends, who are prefent, and who feem to 
“  .encourage his ambition ; nor did I fcruple to 
“  lay open the fource of thofe traiterous counfels 
“  in the Senate : nor do I ever remember the Senate * 
“  and the Magiftrates to have behaved better on any 
“  occafion : for it never happened before in voting 
“  an extraordinary honor to a powerful, or rather 
“  moft powerful man , (fince power is now mea- 
“  fured by force and arms) that no Tribune, or 
“  any other magiftrate, nor fo much as a private 

.“  Senator would move for it : yet in the midft 
“  of all this firmnefs and virtue, the City is greatly 
“  alarmed : for we are abufed , Brutus, both by 
“  the licentioufnefs of the foldiers , and the in* 
“  folcnce of the general. Every one demands, to
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* have as much power in the Rate, as he has 
“  means to extort it : no reafon, no moderation, 

no law , no cuftom, no duty is at all regarded (
“  no* judgment or opinion of the Citizens; no- 
u fhame of pofterity , &c. 4\  ”

What Cicero fays in this Letter , is very remark- A. Urb. 710, 
able, that in all. this height of young Caefars 4̂* 
posver , there was not a Magi (Irate, nor fo much Cô * 
as a fingle Senator, who would move for theoctwTa* 
decree of his Confulibip : the demand of it there-NUS 
fore was made by a deputation of his officers; and q. pedus. 
when the Senate received it more coldly than they 
expected, Cornelius, a Centurion, throwing back 
his robe and fhowing them his fword, boldly 
declared , that if they would not make him Con- 
fu l, that fliould. But Gdavius himfdf foon put. 
an end to their fcruples f by marching with hit; , 
legions in an hoftile manner to the C ity 14; where 
he was chofen Conful with Q. Pedius his Kinf- 
man , and coheir in part of bis Uncle’s eftate, in 
the month of Sextilis, which, on the account of 
this fortunate beginning pf his honors, was called 
afterwards from his own furname, AuguHus11,
< The firft ad of his Magiftracy w as,; to fecure 
all the public money, which he found in Rome, 
and make a dividend of it to his foldiers. He 
complained Joudly of the Senate, cc that inflead 
“  of paying his army the rewards, which they 

had decreed to them , they were contriving to 
“  harafs them with perpetual toils, and to engage 
“  them in freih wars again ft Lepidus and Antony: 

and Jikewift, that in the commiflion granted tq
4



“  ten Senators , to provide lands for the Legions 
u after the w ar, they had not named him 5**” 
But there was no juft grounds for any fuch com
plaint ; for thofe rewards were not decreed ; nor 
intended to bediftributed, till the war was quite 
ended ; and the leaving Cxfar out of the commif- 
fion, was not from any particular flight but a 
general exception of a ll, who had the command of 
armies, as improper to be employed in fuch a 
charge ; though Cicero indeed was of a different 
opinion, and prefled for their being taken in. D. Bru
tus and Plancus were excluded as well aŝ  Caefar; 
and both of them feem likewife to have been dif* 
gufted at i t ; fo that Cicero, who was one of 
the number, in order to retrieve the imprudence 
o f a ftep, which gave fuch offence, would not 
fuffer his Colleagues to do any thing of moment, 
but referved the whole affair to the arrival of Caefar 
and the reft
s But Cxfar, being now? wholly bent on changing 
f\de$ and meafures , was glad to catch at every 
occafion of quarrelling with the Senate : he charged 
them » with calling him a boy , and treating him 
as fuch ; and found a pretext alfo againft Cicero 
himfelf, whom after all the fervices received from 
him, his prefent views obliged him to abandon: 
for fome bufy informers had told him, that Cicero 
had fpoken of him in certain ambiguous terms, 
which carried a double meaning, either of advan
cing , or taking him off — which Odtavius was.- 
defirous to have reported every where, and believed 
in the worft fenfe. D. Brutus gave Cicero the firft 
notice of it in the following Letter*
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*?■ D- Brutus, Emperor, Conful Eled to M.
T. Cicero.

** What I do not feel on my own account, my 
“ love and obligations to you make me fed on 
“  yours; that is ,  fear. For after I had been 
“  often told, what I did not wholly flight, Labeo 
“ Segulius, a man always like himfeif, juft now 
“  informs me, that he has been with Ooefar, where 
“ there was much difcourfe on you: that C?efar 
“  himfeif had no other complaint againft you , 
“  but for a certain faying, which he declared to 
“  have been fpoken by you; that the young man 
“  was to be praifcd, adorned, taken off .**; but 
“  he would not be fo filly, he faid, as to put it 
“  into any man's power to take him off. This, I 
“  dare fa y , was firft carried to him, or forged by 
“  Segulius himfeif, and did not come from the 
“  young man. Segulius had a mind likewife to 
“  perfuade me, that the Veterans talk moft angrily 
“  againftyou; that you are in danger from them; 
“  that the chief caufe of their anger is , becaufe 
“  neither Csefar nor I am in the commiflion of the 
“  ten , but all things tranfa&ed by your will and 
“  pleafure : upon hearing this, though I was 
“ j then upon my march, 1 did not think it proper 
“  to pafs the Alps, till I could firft learn, how 
“  matters were going amongftyou, &c. ‘V*

>r ; T o  this Cicero anfwered :

“  The Gods confound that Segulius, the greateft 
* knave, that is, or w as, or ever w*H be. W hat,



cc do you imagine , that he told hjs ftory only to 
“  yo u , and to Caefar ? he told the fame to every 
ce foul, that he could fpeak with : I love you, 

however, my Brutus, as I ought; for acquaint- 
ing me with it , how trifling foever it be: it is 

?c a fure fign of your affe&ion. For as to what 
Segulius fays, of the complaint of the Veterans, 

<c becaufe you and Csefar were not in the com- 
fi< miflion : I wifh , that I was not in it myfelf; 
“  for what can be more troublefome ? but when* 
“  I propofed, that thofe , who had the command 
“  of armies, fhould be included in it/; the fame 
“  men, who ufed to oppofe every thing, remon- 
4< ftrated againft it ; fo that you were excepted, 
“  wholly againft my vote and opinion, & c ,5\ ”

As for the ftory of the words, he;treats it ,  we 
fee, as too contemptible to deferve an apology, 
or the pains of difclaiming it ; and it feems indeed 
incredible , that a man of his prudence could ever 
fay them. If he had harboured fuch a thought, 
or had been tempted on any pccafion to throw out 
inch a hint, we might have expeited to find it 
in his Letters to Brutus: yet on the contrary he 
fpeaks always of O&avius, in terms highly advan
tageous, even where he was likely to give difguft 
by it. But nothing was more common than to 
have fayings forged for his, which he bad never 
fpoken; and this was one of that fort; contrived 
to inilil a jealoufy into O&avius, or to give him 
a handle at leaft for breaking with Cicero, which, 
in his prefent circumftances , he was glad to lay 
hold o f ; and when the ftory was once become
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public, and fuppofed to have gained credit with 
Oftavius, it is not drange to find it taken up by 
the writers of the following ages, Velleius and 
Suetonius ; though not without an intimation from 
the latter of its fufpected credit1*.

While the City was in the utmoft condernation 
on Csefar’s approach with his army, two Veteran 
Legions from Africa happened to arrive in the 
Tiber, and were received as a fuccourfent to them 
from heaven; but this joy laded not long; for 
prefently after their landing, being corrupted by 
the other foldiers, they deferted the Senate, who 
fent for them, and joined themfelves to Czefar. 
Pollio like wife, about the fame time, with two of 
h\s beft Legions from Spain, came to the allidance 
of Antony and Lepidus; fo that all the Veterans 
of the weftern part of the Empire were now 
plainly forming themfelves intOv one body, to 
revenge the death of their old General,- The 
confent of all thefe armies, and the unexpected 
turn of Antony's affairs, daggered the fidelity o f  
Plancus, and induced him alfo at lad, to defert his 
Colleague D. Brums, with whom he had hitherto 
aited with much feeming concord: Pollio made 
his peace, and good terms for him with Antony 
and Lepidus; and foon after brought him over to 
their Camp with all his troops.

D. Brutus being thus abandoned and left to 
fliift for himfelf, with a needy, mutinous army; 
eager to defert, dnd ready to give him up to his 
enemies, had no other way to fave himfelf, than 
by flying to his name-fake in Macedonia: but the
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diftance was fo great, and the country fo guarded, 
that he was oiten forced to change his road, for 
fear of being taken; till having difmiffed all his 
attendants, and wandered for fome time alone in 
difguife and diftrefs, he committed himfelf to the 
protedion o f an old acquaintance and hoft, whom 
he had formerly obliged; where, either through 
treachery or accident, he was furprifed by Antony's 
foldiers, who immediately killed him, and returned 
with his head to their Qeneral*\

Several of the old writers have reproached his 
memory with a fhameful cowardice in the manner 
of fuffering his death; unworthy of the man who 
had killed C xfar, and commanded armies. But 
their accounts are fo various, and fo inconfiftent 
with the charader of his former life, that we may 
xeafonably fufped them to be forged by thofe^ 
who were difpofed to throw all kinds of conttK 
mely on the murderers of C x far‘ \

But what gave the greateft ihock to the whole 
Republican party, was a law contrived by Csefar, 
and publiihed by his Colleague Pedius; to bring 
to trial and juftice all thofe , who had been con
cerned, either in advifing, or effeding Caefar's 
death: in confequence of which, all the confpira^ 
tors were prefently impeached in form by different 
accufers; and as none of them ventured to appear 
to their citations, they were all condemned of 
courfe; and by a fecond law interdided from fire 
and water: Pompey alfo, though he had born no 
part in that a d , Was added to the number, as an 
iyreconcileable enemy to the Caefarian caufe: after
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which, C xfar, to make amends for the unpopu* 
larity of his law , diftributed to the Citizens the 
Legacies which his Uncle had left them by 
will *\

Cicero forefaw, that things might poflibly take 
this turn, and Plancus himfelf prove treacherous; 
and for that reafon was conftantly prefling Brutus 
and Caflius to haften to Italy, as the moft effe&ual 
means to prevent it: every flep that Ciefar took, 
confirmed his apprehenflons, and made him more 
importunate with them to come, efpecially after 
the union of Antony and Lepidus. In his Letters 
to Brutus, “ Fly to u s/ ’ fays he, “ I befeech 
a you, and exhort Caflius to the fame; for there 
“  is no hope of liberty but from your troops*1. 
“  If you have any regard for the Republic, for 
“  which you were born, you mu ft do it inftantly; 
“  for the war is renewed by the inconftancy of 
“  Lepidus; and Caffar’s army, which was the 
“  beft, is not only of no fervice to us , but even 
“  obliges us to call for your’s: as foon as ever you 

touch Italy, there is not a man, whom we can 
“  call a Citizen, who will not immediately be in 
“  your Camp. We have. D. Brutus indeed happily 
“  united with Plancus: but you are not ignorant, 
“  how changeable mens minds are, and how 
“  infedted with party, and how uncertain the 
“  events of war: nay, ihould we conquer, as 1 

hope we lball, there will be a want of your 
“  advice and authority to fettle all affairs. Help 
“  us therefore for God's fake; and as foon as 
« poflible;* and affure yourfelf, that you did not
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“  do a greater fervice to your Country on the Ides 
“  of March, when you freed it from flavery, than 
“  you will do by coming quickly M. n

After many remon (Frances of the fame kind, he 
wrote alfo the following Letter.

Cicero to Brutus.

“  After I had often exhorted you by Letters 
<c to come as foon as poflible to the relief of the 
“  Republic, and bring your army into Italy, and 
“  never imagined, that your own people had any 
tt fcruples about i t ; I was defired by that moil 
“  prudent and diligent woman , your Mother, all 
“  whofe thoughts and cares are employed on you, 
“  that I .would come to her on the twenty-fourth 
“  of Ju ly ; which I did , as I ought, without 
“  delay. When I came, I found Cafca , Labeo , 
“  and Seaptius with her. She prefently entered 
“  into the affair, and alked my opinion, whether 
“  we ihould fend for yon to Italy; and whether 
“ 1  thought it beft for you to come, or to continue 
“  abroad. 1 declared, what I took to be the moil 
“  for your honor and reputation, that without 
“  lofs of time you fhould bring prefent help to 
“  the tottering and declining ftate. For what 
“  mifchief may not one exped from that war , 
“  whete the conquering armies refufed to purfue 
“ a flying enemy; where a General unhurt, unpro- 
“  voked, po[fe[fed of the higheft honors, and the 
“  greatefl fortunes, with a w ife, children, and 
“  near relation to you, has declared war againft
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4< the Commonwealth? I may add, where in fo 
44 great a concord of the Senate and People, there 
44 Tefides flill fo much diforder within the walls; 
u but the greateft grief which I feel, while 1 am 
44 now writing , is to refled , that when the 
“  Republic had taken my word for a youth, or 
4i rather a boy, I ihal! hardly have it in my power, 
44 to make good what 1 promifed for him For it 
44 is a thing of much greater delicacy and moment, 
44 to engage onefelf for another's fentiments and 
tt'principles, efpecialiy in affairs of importance, 
44 than for money : for money may be paid, and
44 the lofs itfelf be tolerable; but how can you
45 pay what you are engaged for to the Republic, 
*4 unlefs lie, for whom you ftand engaged, will 
44 fuffer it to be paid? yet I am flill in hopes, to 
44 hold him; though many are plucking him away 
44 from me: for his difpofiuon feems good, though 
44 his age be flexible: and many always at hand 
44 to corrupt him; who, by throwing in his way the 
44 fplendor of falfe honor, think themfelves fure 
“  of dazzling his good fenfe and underftanding. 
cc Wherefore to all my other labors this new one 
“  is added, of fetting all engines at work to hold 
<s fail the young man, left I incur the imputation 
44 of rafhnefs. Though what raflinefs is it after all ? 
<£ for in reality, I bound him for whom I was 
w engaged, more ftrongly than myfelf: nor has 
44 the Republic as yet any caufe to repent, that I 
44 was his fponfor: fince he has hitherto been the 
“  more firm and conftant in ailing for us, as well 
44 from hjs own temper, as. for my promife. The
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A* greateft difficulty in the Republic, if I miftake 
4i pot, is the want of money: for honeft men 
** grow every day more and more averfe to the 
41 name of Tribute; and what was gathered from 
“ the hundredth penny , where the rich are 
“  fhamefully rated, is all fpent in rewarding the 
“  two Legions. There is an infinite expepfe upon 
“  us, to fupport the armies, which now defend 
u us; and alfo yours; for our Caffius feems likely 
4t to come fufficiently provided. But I long to 
te talk over this, and many other things with you 
“  in perfon: and that quickly. As to your fillers 
“  children, I did not w ait, Brutus, for you* 
u writing to me:, the times themfelves, fince thé 
“  war will be drawn into length, referve the wholé 
“  affair to you : but from the firft , when I could 
u not forefee the continuance of the war, I pleaded 
“  the caufe of the children in the Senate, in a 
“  manner, which you have been informed of, I 
“  guefs, by your mother's Letters: nor can there 
44 ever be any cafe, where I will not both fay 
“  and do, even at the hazard of my life, whatever 
“  I think agreeable either to your inclination, or to 
<c your intereft. The twenty-fixth of July ”

In a Letter like wife to Caffius, he fays, “  wc 
tc wiih to fee you in Italy, as foon as poffible; 
“  and fhali imagine, that we have recovered thé 
u Republic , when we have you with us. We 
“ had conquered nobly, if Lepidus had not 
41 received the routed, difarmed, fugitive, Antony : 
“  wherefore, Antony himfeif was never fo odious 
** to the C ity , as Lepidus is now : for he began
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*f a war upon us from a turbulent date of things; 
<s this man from peace and vi&ory. We have the 
41 Confuls eled to oppofe him: in whom indeed 
u we have great hopes; yet not without an 
ic anxious care for the uncertain events of battles. 
<c Affure yourfelf therefore , that all our depend- 
“  ence is on you, and your Brutus; that you 

are both expe&ed, but Brutus immediately f

But after all thefe repeated rcmonftrances o f 
Cicero, neither Brutus nor Gailius feem to have 
entertained the” leaft thought of coming with their 
armies to Italy. Caffius indeed , by being more 
remote, could not come ,fo readily, and was not fo‘ 
much expected as Brutus? who, before the battle 
of M odena, had drawn down all his legions to 
the fea-coaft, and kept them at Apollonia and; 
Dyrrhachium, waiting the event of that adion, 
and ready to embark for Italy, if any accident had 
made his affiftance neceffary ; for which Cicero 
highly commends him But upon the news of 
Antony’s defeat, taking all the danger to be over, 
he marched away diredly to the remoteil parts of 
Greece and Macedonia, to oppofe the attempts 
of Dolabella; and from that time feefried deaf to 
the call of the Senate, and to all Ciceros letters, 
which urged him fo ftrongly to come to their 
Relief. It is difficult at this diftance to penetrate 
the motives of his conduct: he had a better 
opinion of Lepidus, than the reft of his party 
bad; and being naturally pollcive, might affed to 
flight the apprehenlions of Lepidus’* treachery, 

V ol. III. R

*



24« T H E  L I F  E O F

which was the chief ground of their calling fo 
earneftly for him. $ut he had other reafons alfo, 
which were thought to be good; fince fome of 
his friends at Rom e, as we may colled from 
Ciceros Letter, were of a different, mind from 
Cicero, on the fubjed of his coming. They might 
fufped the fidelity of his troops; and that they 
were not fufficiently confirmed and attached to 
him, to be trufted in the field againft the Veterans, 
in Italy; whofe example and invitation, when they 
came to face each other, might poilibly induce 
them to defert, as the other armies had done, 
and betray their commanders. But whatever was 
their real motive, D. Brutus, who was the belt 
judge of the ftate of things at home, was entirely 
of Ciceros opinion: he faw himfelf furrounded 
with Veteran armies, difaffeded to the caufe of 
liberty; knew the perfidy of Lepidus: the ambition 
of young CadTar; and the irrefolution of his Col
league Plancus; and admonifhed Cicero therefore in 
all his Letters, to urge his namefake to haften his 
march to them*7. So that on the whole, it feems 
reafonable to believe, that if Brutus and Caffius 
had marched with their armies towards Italy, at 
the time when Cicero firft preffed it , before the 
defedion of Plancus, and the death of Decimus, 
it muft have prevented the immediate ruin of the 
Republic.

The want of money, of which Cicero com
plains at this time, as the greateft evil that they 
had to ftruggle with , is expreffed alfo very 
ftrongly in another Letter to Cornificius , the
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Proconful of Africa; who was urging him to pro* 
vide a fund for the fupport of his Legions:

<£ As to the expenfe” , fays he, “  which you 
u have made, and are making in your military 
“  preparations, it is not in my power to help 
iC yo u ; becaufe the Senate is now without a head, 
44 by the death of the Confuls, and there is an 
M incredible fcarcity of money in the treasury; 
u which we are gathering, however, from all 
u quarters, to make good our promifes, to the 
a troops , that have defcrved it of us; which 
“  cannot be done, in my opinion, without a tri* 
u bute ” This tribute was a fort of capita* 
tion tax, proportioned to each man's fubftance, 
but had been wholly difufed in Rome , from 
the conqueft of Macedonia by Paulus JEmilius, 
which furniihed money and rents fufficient to 
cafe the city ever after of that burden, till the 
neceffity of the prefent times obliged them to 
renew it tf\  But from what Cicero intimates 
of the general averfion to the revival of it, one 
cannot help obferving the fatal effe&s of that 
indolence and luxury, which had infe&ed even 
the honeft part of Rome ; who , in this utmoft 
exigency of the Republic, were ihocked at the 
Very mention of an extraordinary tax; and would 
not part with the leaft (hare of their money., for 
the defence even of their liberty: the confequence 
of which was, what it muft always be in the 
like cafe, that by ftarving the caufe, they found 
not only their fortunes, but their lives alfo foon 
after at the mercy of their enemies. Cicero
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has a reftedion in one of his fpeeches, that 
feems applicable alfo to the prefent cafe, and to 
be verified by the example of thefe times. “ The 
u Republic ” , fays he, “ is attacked always with 
“  greater vigor, than it is defended : for the au- 
“  dacious and profligate, prompted by their na- 
“  tufal enmity to it , are eafily impelled to ad  
“  upon the leaft nod of their leaders: whereas 
“  the honeft , I know not why , are generally 
“ flow and unwilling to ftir ; and negleding 
“  always the beginnings of things, are never 
** roufed to exert themfelves, but by the laft 
“  neceflity: fo that through irrefolution and delay, 
“  when they would be glad to compound at laft 
“  for their quiet, at the expenfe even of their 
“  honor, they commonly lofe them both7“. ”

This obfervation will ferve to vindicate the 
condud of Caflius, from that charge of violence 
and cruelty, which he is laid to have pradifed, 
an exading money and other neceffaries from the 
Cities of Afia. He was engaged in an inexpi
able war, where he mull either conquer, or pe- 
riih with the Republic itfelf, and where his Le
gions were not only to be fupported but reward
ed; the revenues of the Empire were exhaufted; 
contributions came in fparingly ; and the ftates 
abroad were all defirous to ftand neuter; as doubt
ful of the ilfue , and unwilling to offend either 
fide. Under thefe difficulties where money was 
neceflary, and no way of procuring it but force, 
extortion became lawful; the neceffity of the end 
juftified the means; and when the fafety of the
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Empire, and the liberty of Rome were at (lake, 
it was no time to liften to fcruples. This was 
CaiEus s way of reafoning, and the ground of hip 
acting; who applied all his thoughts to fupport 
the caufe, that he had undertaken; and kept hip 
eyes, as Appian fays, wholly fixed upon the w ar, 
as a Gladiator upon his Antagonifl 7\

Brutus, on the other hand, being of a tem
per more mild and fcrupulous , contented him- 
felf generally with the regular methods of raifing 
money; and from his love of Philofophy, and 
the politer ftudies , having contradled an affedti- 
on for the Cities of Greece f! inftead of levying 
contributions, ufed to divert himfelf,, twhere- 
ever he j>afied, with feeing their games and ex- 
ercifes, and prefiding at their philofophical difpu- 
tations; as if travelling rather for curiofity , than 
to provide materials for a bloody war 7\  When 
he and CaiEus therefore met , the difference o f 
their circumftances ihowed the different effedts 
of their condudt. CaiEus , without receiving a 
penny from R om e, came rich and amply furnilh- 
ed with all the (lores of w a r ; Brutus,. who had 
received large remittances from Ita ly , came empty 
and poor, and unable to fupport himfelf without 
the help of CaiEus; who was forced to,give him 
a third part of that treafure, which he had been 
gathering with fo much envy to himfelfdof the 
common fervice r\  -

' 1 J  IJ j -

While Cicero was taking all this pains, apd 
ftruggling thus glorioufly in the fupport pf their 
expiring liberty, Brutus, wfioAvas naturally peeviftk



and querulous , being particularly chagrined by 
the unhappy turn of affairs in Italy, and judging 
of courifels by events, was difpofed at laft to 
throw all the blame upon him ; charging him 
chiefly, that, by a profufion of honors on young 
Csefar, he had infpired him with an ambition, 
incompatible with the fafety of the Republic, 
and armed him with that pow er, which he was 
now employing to opprefs i t : whereas the truth 
is , that by thofe honors Cicero did not intend 
to give Csefar any new power, but to apply that, 
which he had acquired by his own vigor, to the 
public fervice and the ruin of Antony in which 
he fucceeded even beyond expectation ; and 
would certainly have gained his end, had he not 
"been prevented by accidents ,* which could not 
be forefeen. For it is evident from the fails 
.above-mentioned, that he was always jealous of 
Csefar, and inftead of increafing, was contriving 
feme check to his authority, till by the death o f 
the Confuls , he flipt out of his hands , and be
came too ftrong to be managed by him any 
longer. Brutus, by being at fuch a diftance, was 
not well apprized , of the particular grounds of 
granting thofe honors; butDecimus, who was all 
the while in Ita ly , faw the ufe and neceffity of 
them, and feems to hint in fome of his Letters, 
that they ought to have decreed dill greater 74.

But whatever Brutus, or any one elfe may 
h ave 'fa id , if we reflect on Cicero's conduit, 
frOm the time of Caefar's death to his own , we 
fhall find it in all reflects uniform , great and

34* T H E  L I F E  OF



RL T. C I C E R O .

glorious ; never deviating from the grand point, 
which he had in v ie w , the liberty of his country :

■ whereas , if we attend to Brutus’s we cannot 
help obferving in i t ,  fomething ftrarigely vari
ous and inconfiftent with itfelf. In his outward 
manners and behaviour, he affeded the rigor of 
a Stoic, and the feverity of an old Rom an; yet 
by a natural tendernefs and compaflion, was oft 
betrayed into ads of an effeminate weaknefs. 
T o  redore-the liberty of his country, -he killed 
his Friend and Benefador ; and declares y that 
for the fame caufe he would have killed even his 
Father 7\ : yet he would not take Antony’s 
life , though it was a neceflary facrifice to the 
fame caufe. When Dolabella "had bafely murder
ed Trebonius, and Antony openly approved the 
a d , he could not be perfuaded to make reprifals 
on C. Antony: but through a vain odentation 
of clemency, differed him to live , though with 
danger to himfelf. When fus brother-in-law 
Lepidus was declared an enemy, he exprefled an 
abfurd and peevifh refentment of it, for the fake 
of his nephews, as if it would not have been in 
his power to have repaired their fortunes, if the 
Republic was ever redoreds or if n o t, in their 
Father’s. How contrary is this to the fpirit of 
that old Brutus, from whom he derived his de- 
fcent, and whom in his general condud he pre
tended to imitate ? He blames Cicero for difpen- 
fing honors too largely , yet claims an infinite 
fhare of them to himfelf; and when he had feized 
by his private authority, what the Senate, at
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Cicero's motion, confirmed to him, the moil ex
traordinary command , which had been granted 
to any rnan: he declares himfelf a& enemy to all 
extraordinary commiflions, in what hands foever 
they were lodged 7* : Jthis inconfiftency in his 
charafler would tempt us to believe , that he 
was governed in many cafes by the pride and 
haughtinefs of his temper , rather than by any 
conftant, and fettled: Principles of Philofophy, of 
which he is commonly thought fo ftritft an ob« 
ferver.

Cicero, however, notwithftanding the peevifh* 
nefs of Brutus, omitted no opportunity of fer- 
ying and fupporting him to the very la ft : as 
foon as he perceived Caefar $ intention of reveng
ing his Uncles death, he took all imaginable 
pains to diffuade him from it , and never ceafed 
from exhorting him by Letters to a reconcilia
tion with Brutus , and the obfervance of that am- 
nefty, which the Senate had decreed, as the foun
dation of the public peace. This was certainly 
the laft fervice, which he could d o , either to 
Brutus, or the Republic; and Atticus imagin
ing that Brutus would be pleafed with it, fent 
him a copy of what Cicero had written on that 
fubjecft : but inftead of pleating, it provoked 
Brutus only the more: he treated it as bafe 
and difhonorable, to aik any thing of a b o y , or 
to imagine the fafety of Brutus to depend on any 
one but himfelf: and (ignified his mind upon it * 
both to Cicero and Atticus in fuch a ftyle, as 
confirms what Cicero bad long before obferved,
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and more* than once declared of him , that his 
Letters were generally churlilh, Unmannerly and. 
arrogant; and that he regarded neither w hat, or 
to whom he was writing 7V  But their own 
Letters to each other will be the bell vouchers 
of what 1 have been remarking, and enable us to 
form the fureft judgment of the different fpirit and 
conduit of the men. After Brutus therefore had 
frequently intimated his diflatisfa&ion and diflike 
of Cicero’s management, Cicero took occafion9 
in the, following Letter, to lay open the whole 
progrefs of i t ,  from the time of Caefar’s death, 
in order to ihow the reafonablenefs and necellity 
of each ftep,

Cicero to Brutus,

** You have Meflala now with you. It is not 
u poflible therefore for me to explain by Letter, 
41 though ever fo accurately drawn , the prefent 
“  ftate of our affairs fo exadly as he, who not 
u only knows them all more perfectly, but can 
44 defcribe them more elegantly than any man : 
44 for I would not have you imagine, Brutus,

( though there is no occafion to tell yo u , what 
“  you know already yourfelf , but that I cannot 
44 pafs over in filence fuch an excellence of all 
“  good qualities :) I would not have you imagine, 
“  I fay , that for probity, conitancy and zeal for 
44 the Republic, there is any one equal to him; 
44 fo that eloquence, in which he wonderfully ex- 
4t ce ls , fcarce finds a place among his other
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“  praifes : fince even in that, his wifdom fliines the 
“  moft eminent,, by his having formed himfelf 
“  with fo much judgment and ikill to the trueft 
“  manner of fpeaking. Yet his induftry all the 
“  while is fo remarkable, and he fpends fo much 
“  of^his time in ftudy, that he feems to owe but 
“  little to his parts, which ftill are the greateft. 
“  But I am carried too far by my love for him: 
“  for it is not the purpofe of this Epiflle to praife 
“  Meflala, efpecially to Brutus, to whom his 
“  virtue is not lefs known, than to myfelf; and 
"  thefe very ftudies, which I am praifing, ftill 
“  more; whom when I could not part with with- 
“  out regret, I comforted myfelf with refleding, 
“  that by his going away to you, as it were, 
“  to my fecond felf, he both difeharged his duty, 
“  and purfued the fureft path to glory. But fo 
“  much for that 7\  I come now after a long 
“  interval, to confider a certain Letter of yours, 
“  in which, while you allow me to have done 
“  well in many things, you find fault with me 
“  for one ; that in conferring honors, I was too 
“  free , and even prodigal. You charge me with 
“  this ; others probably, with being too fevere 
“  in puniihing, or you yourfelf perhaps with both: 
“  if fo, I defire that my judgment and fentiments 
“  on each may be clearly explained to you : not 
“  that I mean to juftify myfelf by the authority of 
“  Solon , the wifeft of the feven, and the only 
“  Legiflator of them all ; who ufed to fay, that, 
“  the public weal was comprifed in two things, 
“  rewards and punifhments; in which, however,



'“ 'as in every thing elfe, a certain medium and 
“  temperament is to be obferved. But it is not 
“  my defign at this time to difcufs fo great a 
“  fubjed : I think it proper only, to open the 
“  ireafons of my votes and opinions in the Senate, 
“  from the beginning of this war. After the death 
“  of Caefar, and thofe your memorable Ides of 
“ M arch, you cannot forget, Brutus, what I 
“  declared to have been omitted by yo u , and 

what a tcmpeft I forefaw hanging over the Re- 
“  public : you had freed us from a great plague; 
“  wiped off a great ftain from the Roman people; 
“  acquired to yourfelves diviné glory; yet all the 
16 equipage and furniture of Kingly power was 
“  left ft ill to Lepidus and Antony ; the one in- 
« conftant, the other vicious; both of them afraid 
“  of peace, and enemies to the public quiet. 
“  While thefe men were eager to raife frefh dif- 
“  turbances in the Republic, we had no guard 
“  about us to oppofe them; though the whole 
“  City was eager and unanimous in afferting its 
“  liberty: I was then thought too violent; while 
“  you perhaps more wifely withdrew yourfelves 
“  from that c ity» which you had delivered , and 
“  refufed the help of all Italy, which offered to 
“  arm itfelf in your caufe. Wherefore when I.faw  
“  the city in the hands of traitors , oppreffed by 
“ the arms of Antony, and that neither you nor 
“  Caffius could be fafe in it ; I thought it time for 
“  me to quit it too : for a City overpowered by 
“ traitors, without the means of relieving itfelf, 
“  is a wretched fpe&acle ; Y et my mind, always
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the fame, and ever fixed on the love of my 
<ef Country , could not bear the thought of leaving 
“ it in it*$ diftrefs : in the midft therefore of my 
“  voyage to Greece , and in the very feafon of 
“  the Etefian winds, when an uncommon South- 
“  wind , as if difpleafed with my refolution, had 
“  driven me back to Italy, I found you at Vella* 
“  and was greatly concerned at i t : for you were 
“  retreating, Brutus; were retreating, I fa y ; 
“  fince your Stoics will not allow their wife man 
“  to fly. As foon as I came to Rom e, I ex- 
“  pofed myfelf to the wickednefs and rage of 
“  A ntony; and when I had exafperated him 
“  againfl me, began to enter into meafures, in 
“ the very manner of the Brutus, (for fuch are 
“  peculiar to your blood) for delivering the Re- 
“  public. I ihall omit the long recital of what 
“  followed, fince it all relates to myfelf; and ob- 
“  ferve only, that young Caefar , by whom, if 
“  we will confefs the truth, we fubfift at this day, 
“  flowed from the fource of my counfels. I decreed 
“ him no honors, Brutus, but what were due; 
“  none but what were neceffary : for as foon as 
“  we began to recover any liberty, and before 
“  the virtue of R . Brutus had yet fhown itfelf fa 
“  far, that we could know its divine force; and 
“  while our whole defence was in the boy, who 
“  repelled Antony from our necks ; what honor 
“  was not really due to him ? though I gave him 
“  nothing yet , but the praife of words; and that 
“  .but moderate. I decreed him indeed a legal 
“  command : -which though it feemed honorable
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to one of that age, was yet neceflary to one 
who had an army : for what is an army with
out the command of it ? Philip voted him a 
ftatue ; Servius the privilege of fuing for offices 
before the legal time ; which was ihortened ftiil 
by Servilius : nothing was then thought too 
much : but we are apt, I know not how* to 
be more liberal in fear, than grateful in fuccefs. 
When D. Brutus was delivered from the fiege, 
a day of all others the moft joyous to the city*, 
which happened alfo to be his birth-day, I  
decreed, that his name ihould be aferibed for 
ever to that day in the public Kalendars. In 
which I followed the example of our anceftors, 
who paid the fame honor to a woman, Larentia; 
at whofe altar you Priefts perform facred rites 
in the Velabrum : by giving this to D. Brutus, 
my defign was , to fix in the Kalendars a per
petual memorial of a moft acceptable vidtoryi 
but I perceived on that day, that there was- 
more malevolence than gratitude, in many of the 
Senate. During thefe fame days, I poured out 
honors ( fince you will have it fo) on the deceaf- 
ed Hirtius , Panfa and Aqifila : and who can 
find fault with i t , but thofe w ho, when fear is 
once over, forget their paft danger? But befides 
the grateful remembrance of fervices, there was 
an ufe in i t , which reached to pofterity : for I  
was defirous, that there ihould remain an eternal 
haonument of the public hatred to our moft 
cruel enemies. There is one thing I doubt, 
which does not pleafe y o u ; for it does not
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“  pleafe your friends here; w h o , though ex** 
“  cellent men , have but little experience iii 

public affairs ; that I decreed an ovation to 
.“ ,'Csefar : but for my part, (though I may per* 
“  baps be miftaken, for I am not one of 

thofe, who approve nothing , but what is my 
w own ;)  I cannot but think, that I haVe advifed 
a nothing more prudent during this war. W hy it 
<c is fo , is not proper to be explained, left I be 
« thought to have been more provident in it than 
w grateful : but even this is too much: let us pafs 
<c therefore to other things. I decreed honors to 
cc D. Brutus; decreed them to Plancus: they muft 

be men of great fouls who are attracted by glory: 
cc but the Senate alfo is certainly wife , in trying 
cc every art that is honeft, by which it can engage 
w any one to the fervice of the Republic- But I 
“ ¿am blamed in the cafe of Lepidus : to whom 
“  after I had raifed a ftatuein the Roftra, 1 prefently 
“  threw it down. M y view in that honor was, 
“  to reclaim him from defperate meafures ; but the 
“  madnefs of an inconftant man got the better of 
<c my prudence; nor was there yet fo much harm 
<c in ere&ing , as good in demolifhing the Statue. 
cc But I have faid enough concerning honors ; and 
“  muft fay a word or two about puniihments : for 
Ci I have often obferved from your Letters , that you 
w are fond of acquiring a reputation of clemency, 
“  by your treatment of thofe whom you have 
a conquered in war. I can imagine nothing to be 
“ done by y o u , but what is wifely done : but to 
<c omit the puniihing of wickednefs (which we call
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** pardoning) though it be tolerable in other cafes, 
1 hold to be pernicious in this war. Of all the 

w civil wars that have been in my memory, there 
c£ was not one , in which , what fide foever got the 
<c better , there would not have remained fome 
“ form of a Commonwealth : yet in this , >vhat 
u fort of a Republic we are like to have if  we 
“  conquer , I would not eafily affirm; but if we 
w are conquered , we are fure to have none. M y  
“ votes therefore were fevere againfl A ntony; 
ts fevere againfl Lepidus : not from any fpirit of 
u revenge, but to deter wicked Citizens at prefent 
“  from making war againfl their Country; and to 
“  leave an example to poflerity, that none hereafter 
“  fhould imitate fuch rafhnefs, Y et this very vote 
“  was not more mine, than it was every body's: 
<c in which there feems , I  own , to be fomething 
“  cruel , that the punifhment fhould reach to 
“  children , who have done nothing to deferve 
“  i t : but the conflitution is both ancient, and o f 
w all Cities ; for even Themiflocl^s's children 
“  were reduced to want : and fince the fame 
“  punifhment falls upon Citizens , condemned of 
£i public crimes , how was it poffible for us to be 
“  more gentle towards enemies ? But how can that 
u man complain of me, w h o , if he had conquered, 
“  mufl needs confefs that he would have treated 
“  me even with more fevCrity ? You have now 
“  the motives of my opinions in the cafe of 
4t rewards and punifhments : for as to other 
“  points , you have heard, I imagine , what m y 
“  fentiments and votes have been. But to talk
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“  of thefe things now is not nec^flary; what I am 
“  going to fay, is extremely fo , Brutus; that you 
“  come to Italy with your army as foon aspoflible. 
“  W e are in thie titmofl expedation of you : 
“  whenever you fet foot in Italy, all the world 
“  will fly to you 1 for whether it be our lot to 
“  conquer , ( as we had already done , if Lepidus 
“  had not been defirous to overturn a ll, and perilh 
“  himfelf with his friends) there will be a great 
“  want of your authority , for the fettling fome 
“ {late of a City amongfl us ; ojf if there be any 
“  danger and flruggle ftill behind , haflen to us 
“  for Gods fake : for you know , how much 

 ̂ depends on opportunity, how much on difpatch. 
“  What diligence I ihall ufe in the care of your 
“  filler’s children* you will foon know , I hope, 
“  from your mothers and filler’s Letters : in 
“  whofe caufe I have more regard to your will, 
“  which is ever moll dear to me, than, as fome 
“  think, to my own conllancy ; but it is my 
“  defire both to be , and to appear conflant, in 
“  nothing fo much as in loving you 79. *’

Brutus to Cicero*

“  I have read a part of your Letter , which 
“  you fent to Odavius , tranfmitted to me by 
“  Atticus. Your zeal and concern for my fafety 
“  gives me no new pleafure : for it is not only 
“  common , but our daily news, to hear fomething, 
“  which you have faid or done with your ufual 
“  fidelity, in the fupport of my honor and dignity.

Yet
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“  Y et that fame part of your Letter affeded me 
“  with the mod fenfible grief, which my mind 
“  could poflibly receive. For you compliment 
11 him fo highly for his fervices to the Republic ; 
“  and in a ftrain fo-fuppliant and abied ; that,— 
“  what ihall I fay ? — I am aihamed of the 
“ wretched ftate , to which we are reduced,— 
“  yet it mull be faid — you recommend my fafety 
“  to him ; to which what death is n6t preferable ? 
“  and plainly ibow , that our fervitude is not yet 
“  aboliihed, but our mailer only changed. Recoiled 
“  your words , and deny them, if you dare, to be 
“  the prayers of a flave to his King. There is one 
“  thing, you fay , which is required and expeded 
“  from him , that he would allow thofe Citizens 
“  to live in fafety , of whom all honeft men, and 
“  the people of Rome think well. But what, if 
“  he will not allow it ? fhall we be the lefs fafe 
“  for that ? It is better not to be fafe, than to be 
tc faved by him. For my part, I can never think 
“  all the Gods fo averfe to the prefervation of the 
“  Roman people, that Odavius mud be entreated 
“  for the life of any one Citizen ; much lefs for the 
“  deliverers of the world. It is a pleafure to me 
“  to talk thus magnificently ; and it even becomes 
“ .fine to thofe, who know not either, what to 
“  fear for any one, or what to aik of any one. Can 
“  you allow Odavius to have this power, and 
“  yet be his friend ? or if you have any value for 
“  m e, would you wifh to fee me at Rome, when 
u I  muil firft be recommended to the b o y , thafc 
“  lie would permit me to be there? What reafon 

Vox,. III. S '
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“  can you have to thank him , if you think it 
“  neceffary to beg of him , that he would grant 
M and fuffer us to live with fafety ? or is it to 
“  be reckoned a kindnefs , that he chufes to fee 
“  himfelf, rather than Antony, in the condition, 
“  to have fuch petitions addreffed to him ? one 
“  may fupplicate indeed the fucceflfor, but never 
“  the aboliiher of a tyranny, that thofe, who 
44 have deferved well of the Republic, may be 
“  fafe- It was this weaknefs and defpair, not 
“  more blameable indeed in you, than in all, which 
“  firft puihed Caefar to the ambition of reigning; 
“  and after his * death , encouraged Antony 
“  to think of feizing his place , and has now 
“  raifed this boy fo high , that you judge it 
“  neceffary to addrefs your prayers to him for 
“  the prefervation of men of our rank; and 
“  that we can be laved only by the mercy o f 
<c one, fcarce yet a man; and by no other means. 
“  But if we had remembered ourfelves to be 
u Romans, thefe infamous men would not be 
“  more daring to aim at dominion, than we are to 
** repel it: nor would Antony be more encou- 
44 raged by Csefars reign, than deterred by his 
“  fate. How can you , a Confular Senator, 
w and the avenger of fo many treafons, (by fup- 
“  preffing which, you have but poftponed our 
“  ruin I fear, for a time,) reflect on what you 
“  have done, and yet approve thefe things, or 
“  bear them fo tamely, as to feem at leaft to 
“  approve them? for what particular grudge 
** had you to Antony ? no other but that he
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H affumtd all this to himfelf; that our lives 
ihould be begged of him; our fafety be pfe- 

“  carious i from whom he had received his In 
“  berty; and the Republic depend on his will 
“  and pleafure* Y ou  thought it neceffary to 
44 take arms to prevent him from tyrannizing 
“  at this rate: hut was it your intent, that by 
“  preventing him, we might fue to another, 
“  who would fuffer himfelf to be advanced into 
“  his place, or that the Republic might be free 
“  and miftrefs of itfelf? as if our quarrel was 
“  not perhaps to flavery, but to the conditions 
“  of it. Rut we might have had, not only 
“  an eafy matter iti Antony , if we Would have 
41 been content with that, but whatever ihare 
44 with him we pleafed , of favors and honors. 
“  For what could he deny to thofe, whofe pa^ 
44 tience, he faw , was the beft fupport of his 
44 government; but nothing was of fuch value 
14 to us, that we fhould fell our faith and our 
“  liberty for it. This very boy , whom the 
“  name of Csefar feems to incite againft the de- 
44 ftroyers of Caefar, at what rate would he value 
“  it (if there was any room to traffic with him) 
“  to be enabled by our help* to maintain his 
14 prefect power; fince we have a mind to live, 
44 and to be rich, and to be called Confulars? 
“  but then Csefar mutt have periihed in vain ; 
“  for what reafon had we to rejoice at his death, 
44 if , after it ,  we were ftill to continue flaves? 
“  Let other people be as indolent as they pleafe; 
“  but may the Gods and Goddeffes deprive me

$ 3
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“  fooner of every thing, than the refolution, 
£i not to allow to the heir of him whom I 
“  killed, what I did not allow to the man him- 
“  felf: nor would fuffer* even in my Father\ 
"  were he living; to have more power than the 
46 laws and the Senate. How can you imagine, 
“  that any one can be free under him, without 
“  whofe leave there is no place for us in that 
“  C ity? or how is itpoflible for you after all, 
“  to obtain what you a(k? You aik, that he 
“  would allow us to be fafe. Shall we then 
“  receive fafety, think yo u , when we receive 
“  life? bnt hoW can we receive it , if we firft 
“  part with our honor and our liberty ? Do 
“  you fancy, that to live at Rome is to be fafe? 
“  It is the thing, and not the place, which 
“  muff fecure them to me: for I was never fafe, 
44 while Caefar lived , till I had refolved on that 
“  attempt: nor can I in any place live in exile, 
44 as long as I hate flavery and affronts above 
44 all other evils. Is not this to fall back again 
44 into the fame ftate of darknefs ; when h e , 
44 who has taken upon him the name of the ty- 
44 rant, (though in the Cities of Greece, when 
“  the Tyrants are deftroyed, their children alfo 
“  periih with them,) muft be entreated, that 
“  the avengers of tyranny may be fafe ? Can I 
“  ever wifh to fee that City , or think it a City, 
44 which would not accept liberty when offered, 
44 and even forced upon it, but has more dread 
“  of the name of their late King, in the perfon of 
M a boy, than confidence in itfelf; though it has
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^ feen that very King taken off in the height of 
“  all his power by the virtue of a few ? As for 
“  me, do not recommend me any more to your 
“  Czefar, nor indeed yourfelf, if you will hearken 
<£ to me. You fet a very high value on the few 
“  years, which remain to you at that age, if for 

. *  the fake of them you can fuppjicate that boy. 
“  But take care after all, left what you have done 
“ and are doing fo laudably againft A n ton y, 
“  ioftead of being praifed, as the effed of a great 
“ mind, be charged to the account of your fear. 
“  For if you are fo pleafed with O davius, as to 
“ petition him for our fafety, you will be thought 
“  not to have difliked a M ailer, but to have 
“  wanted a more friendly one. As to your praifing 
“  him for the things, that he has hitherto done, 
“  I entirely approve it ; for they deferyed to be 
“  praifed, provided that he undertook them, to 
“  repel other men’s power, not to advance his 
“  own. But when you adjudge him, not only ta  
“  have this power, but that you ought to fubmit 
“  to it fo far, as to entreat him.that he would 
“  not deftroy us ; you pay him too great a 
“  ,recompence: for you afcribe that very thing to.

him , which the Republic fcemed to enjoy 
“  through him : nor does it ever enter into your 
“  thoughts, that if  Qdavius be worthy of any 
“  honors, becaufe he wages war with Antony; 
“  that thofe, who extirpated the very evil, o f 
“  which thefe are ?but the relics, can never he. 
“  fufficiently requited by the Roman people i  
“  though they were tp heap upon them every

s  3 / :



“ thing which they could beftow: but fee how 
“ much ftronger people’s fears are , than their 
“  memories, becaufe Antony ftiH lives, and is in 
“  arms. As to Caefar, all that could and ought to 
u be done, is paft, and cannot be recalled 2 is 
“  O&avius then a perfon of fo great importance, 
“  that the people of Rome are to expedl from 
^  him, what he will determine upon us ? or are 
“  we of fo little , that any fingle man is to be 
“  entreated for our fafety ? As for m e, may I 
“  never return to you, if ever I either fupplicate 
“  any man, or do not reflrain thofe, who are 
“  difpofed to do it, from fupplicating for them-, 
“  felves: or I will remove to a diftance from all, 
“  fuch, who can be Haves, and fancy myfelf at. 
“  Rome, wherever I can live free; and fhall pity 
“  you , .whofe fond defire of life , neither age, 
“  nor honors, nor the example of other men's 
“  virtue can moderate. For my part, I ihall ever 
“  think myfelf happy, as long as I can pleafe 
“ myfelf with the petfuafion , that my piety has 
“  been fully requited. For what can be happier* 
“  than for a man, confdous of virtuous adts, 
“  and content with liberty, to defpife all human 
“  affairs? yet I will never yield to thofe, who are 
“  fond of yielding, or be cpnquered by thofe, 

. “  who are willing to be cpnquered themfelves; 
“  buf: will firft try and attempt every thing; nor 
“  ever defift from dragging our City out offlavery. 
“ C'lf fuch fortune attends, as I ought to J*ave, we 
“  fhall all rejoice: If not, 1 ihall rejoice myfelf. 
“  For how could this life be fpent better, than in

T H E  L I F E  OF



« a d s  and thoughts, which tend to make my 
“  Countrymen free? I beg and befeech you, Cicero, 
“  not to defert the caufe through wearinefs or 
u diffidence: in repelling prefent evils, have your 
*  eye always on the future, left they infinuate 
“  themfelves before you are aware. Confider that 
« the fortitude and courage, with which you 
“ delivered the Republic, when Conful,< and 
“  now again when Confular, are nothing without 
“  conftancy and equability- The cafe of tried 
« virtue, I ow n, is harder than of untried: we 
« require fervices from it ,  as debts; and if any 
“  thing difappoints us, we blame with refentment, 
“  as if we had been deceived. Wherefore for 
“  Cicero to withftand Antony, though it be a part 
« highly commendable, yet becaufe(fuch a Conful 
« feemed of courfe to pronjife us fucli a Confular, 
“  no body wonders at it: but if the fame Cicero, 
“  in the cafe of others, fhould waver at laft in 
“  that refolution , which he exerted with fuch 
“  firmnefs and greatnefs of mind againft Antony, 
“  he would deprive himfelf, not only of the hopes 
« of future glory, but forfeit even that which is 
« paft: for nothing is great in itfelf, but what 
«. flows from the refult of our judgment: nor does 
« it become any man, more than yoti, to love 
« the Republic, and to be the Patron of liberty, 
« on the account either o f your natural talents, 
« or your former ad s, or the wifhes and expeda- 
« tion of all men. O&avius therefore muft not be 
« entreated, to fuffer us to live in fafety. Do you 
« rather roufe yourfelf fo fa r ,  as to think that

S 4
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ec City in which you have ailed the noblefl part, 
<c free and flourifhing, as long as there are Leaders 
cc ftill to the people, to reffft the defigns of 
^ T ra ito rs*0. ”

I f  we compare thete two Letters, we fhall 
perceive in Cicero’s an extenfive view and true 
judgment of things, terfipered with the greateft 
pdlitenefs and áffeilion for his friend , and aft 
tinwillingnefs to difguR: where he thought it necef- 
fary even to blame. In Brutus’s a churliih arid 
morofe arrogance, claiming infinite honors to him- 
felf, yet allowing none to any body elfe; infolently 
chiding and dictating to one, as much fuperior to 
him in wifdom as he was in years; the whole 
turning upon that romantic maxim of the Stoics,

" efiforced without any regard to times and circum- 
«ílances: that a v/ife man has a fufficiency of ail 
«things within himfelf. There are indeed many 
"noble fentiments in it worthy of old Rome, which 
Cicero in a proper feáfon would have recom
mended as fiwarmly as he; yet they were not 

" principiéis to a& upon in a conjuncture fo critical; 
and the rigid application of them is the lefs 
excufable in Brutus, becaufe he himfelf did not 
always pra&ice what he profeffed; but was tpó 
apt to forget both the Stoic and the Roman.

OClavius had no fobner fettled the affairs of the
C ity , and fubdued the Senate to his mind, than 
lie marched back towards Gaul, to meet Antony 
arid Lepidus; who had already palled the Alps, 
'¿hd ‘brought ltheirrarmies into Italy , in order to 
have a perfbnal interview With him; which had



been privately concerted, for fettling the terms of 
a triple league , and dividing the power and 
provinces of the Empire among themfelyes. A ll 
the three were natural enemies to each other; 

rCompetitors for Empire; and aiming feveraljy to 
- poffefs , what could not be obtained but with the 

ruin of the reft: their meeting therefore was not 
to eftablifh any real amity or lafting concord, for 

.that was impoflible, but to fufpend their own 
quarrels'for the prefen t, and with common forces 
to opprefs their common enemies, the friends o f  
liberty and the Republic; without which all their 
feveral hopes and ambitious views muft inevitably 
be blafted.
1 The place appointed for the interview , was a 

, fmall Ifland, abut two miles from Bononia, formed 
b y  the river Rhenus, which runs near to that 
C ity * 1 : here they met, as men of their charade? 
muft neceffarily meet, not without jealoufy and 
fufpicion of danger from each other, being ail 
attended by their choiceft troops, each with five 
Legions, difpofed in feparate camps within fight 
of the Ifland. Lepidus entered it  the firft, as an 
equal friend to the other two, to fee that the place 
was clear, and free from treachery; and when he 
had given the fignal agreed upon, Antony and 
Odavius advanced from the oppofite banks of the 
river, and paffed into the Ifland by bridges, which 
they left guarded on each fide by three hundred 
of their own men. Their firft care inftead of 
embracing, was to fearch one another, whether 
they had not brought daggers concealed under
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their clothes; and when that ceremony tvas over, 
Odavius took his feat betwixt the other tw o , in 
the mod honorable place, on the account of hit 
being Conful.

In this fituation they fpent three days in a clofe 
conference, to adjud the plan of their accommoda
tion, the fubftance of which was that the Three 
fhould be inveftcd jointly with fupreme power for 
the term of five year§  ̂ with the title of Triumvirs, 
for fettling the date of the Republic: that they 
fhould ad  in all cafes by common confent, nominate 
the Magidrates and Governors both at home and 
abroad , and determine all affairs relating to the 
public by tfieir foie will and pleafure: that Odavius 
fhould have for his peculiar province, Africa with 
Sicily, Sardinia, and the other Ifiands of the 
Mediterranean; Lepidus, Spain, with the Narbonefe 
Gaul; Antony, thé other two Gauls on both fides 

/ of the Alps: and to put them all upon a level, 
both in title and authority, that Odavius fhould 
refign theConfulfhip to Ventidius for the remainder 
of the year: that Antony and Odavius fhould 
profecute the war againd Brutus and Caflius, each 
pf them at the head of twenty Legions; and 
Lepidus with three Legions be left to guard the 
Ç ity: and at the end of the w ar, that eighteen 
Cities or Colonies, the bed and riched of Italy, 
together with their lands and didrids, fhould be 
taken from their owners , and affigned to the 
perpetual poffeflion o f the foldiers, as the reward 
o f their faithful fervices, Thefe conditions were 
publilhed to their feveral armies, and received by
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them with acclamations of joy, and mutual gratula-} 
tions for this happy union of their Chiefs; which 
at the defire of the foldiers was ratified likewife. 
by a marriage, agreed to be confummated between. 
O&avius and Claudia , the daughter of Antony's 
wife Fulvia , by her firft hufband P. Clodius.

The laft thing that they adjufled, was thê  
lift of a profcription , which they were detenu*- 
ned to make of their enemies. T h is, as the 
writers tell us,, occafioned; much difficulty and 
warm contefts among them; till each of them, 
in his turn, confented to facrifice fome of his beft 
friends to the revenge and refentment ©f his 
Colleagues. The whole lift is faid to have con
fided of three hundred Senators, and two thoufand 
Knights ; all doomed to die for a crime the moft 
unpardonable to Tyrants, their adherence to the 
caufe of liberty. T hey referved the publication 
of the general lift to their arrival at Rom e, ex
cepting only a few of the moft obnoxious; the 
Heads of the Republican party, about feventeen 
in all: the chief of whom was Cicero. Thpfe 
they marked out for immediate deftrudion; and 
fent their EmifTaries away diredly to furprife 
and murder them, before any notice could reach 
them of their danger: four of this number were 
prefently taken and killed in the company of 
their friends; and the reft hunted out by the 
foldiers in private houfes and temples; which 
prefently filled the City with an univerfal ter
ror and confternation, as if it had been taken b y 
an enemy: fo that the Conful Pedius was forced
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to run about the ftreets all the night, to quiet 
the minds and appeafe the fears of the people; 
and as foon as it was light published the names 
o f the feven teen , who were principally fought 
fo r , with an affurance of fafety and indemnity 
to all others: but he himfejf was fo ihocked 
and fatigued by the horror of this nights w ork, 
that he died the day following **.

W c have no hint from any of Cicero’s Leu 
iters (for none remain to us of fo low a date) 
what his fentiments were on this interview of 
the three Chiefs; or what refolution he had tak
en in confequence of it. He could not but 
forefee that it mud needs be fatal to him, if it 
palled to the fatisfa&ion of Antony and Lepi- 
dus; for he had feveral times declared, that he 
*expe<5ted the laft feverity from them, if ever they 
got the better. But whatever he had caufe to 
apprehend, it is certain that it was Hill in his 

-power to avoid i t , by going over to Brutus in 
'Macedonia: but he feems to have thought that 
remedy worfe than the e v il; and had fo great 

Jan abhorrence of entering again, in his advan
ced age, into a civil war, and fo little value for 
the few years of life which remained to him, 
that he declares it a thoufand times better to die, 
fthan to feek his fafety from camps ** : and he 
was the more indifferent about what might hap
pen to hintfelf, fince his fon was removed from 

-sail immediate danger > by being already with 
vBrutus.
1} ^he old Hiftorians endeavour to perfuade us,
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that Caefar did not give him up to the revenge o£ 
his Colleagues without the greateft reludance, and 
after a ftruggle of two days to preferve him**! 
but all that tendernefs was artificial, and a part 
afTumed to give the better color to his defertioa 
of him. For Cicero’s death was the natural ef* 
fed  of their union, and a neceflary facrifice to 
the common intereft of the Three: thofe who 
met to deftroy liberty, muft come determined ~ 
to deftroy him; fince his authority was too great 
to be fuffered in an enemy; and experience had 
ihown, that nothing could make him a friend to_ 
the oppreffors of his country. #

Caefar therefore was pleafed with it undoubtedly, 
as much as the reft; and when his pretended; 
fqueamiihnefs was over-ruled, ihowed himfelf 
more cruel and bloody in urging the Profcription, 
than either of the other two *’. Nothing, fays 
Velleius, was fo ihameful on this occafion, as that 
Cuefar ihould be forced to profcribe any man; 
or that Cicero efpecially ihould be profcribed by 
him1*. But there was no force in the cafe: for 
though, to fave Caefar’s honor, and to extort, as 
it were, Cicero from him, Lepidus gave up his 
own brother, Paullus; and Antony his uncle,
L, Caefar, who were both adually put into the 
lift; yet neither of them loft their lives, but were 
proteded from any harm by the power of their 
relations17.

If we look back a little, to make a general view 
of the condud of thefe Triumvirs, we ihall fee 
Antony roufed at once by Caefar $ death from the



midft of pfeafure and debauch, and a moil abjed 
obfequioufnefs to Caefar’s pow er, forming the true 
plan of his intereft, and purfuing it with a fur. 
priftng vigor and addrefs; till after many and aU 
mod infuperable difficulties, he obtained the fo* 
vereign dominion , which he aimed at. Lepidtis 
was the chief inilrument that he made ufe of; 
whom he employed very fuccefcfully at home, 
till he found himfelf in conditioji to fupport his 
pretenfions alone, and then fent to the other fide 
of the Alps, that in cafe of any difafter in Ita ly , 

ghe might be provided with a fecure refource in 
■ his army. By this management he had ordered 
his affairs fo artfully, that by' conquering at M o
dena, he would have made himfelf probably the 
foie Mailer of Rom e; while the only difference 
of being conquered, was to admit two partners 
with him intp the Empire; the one of whom at 
lead he was fure always to govern.

Odavius’s condud was not lefs politic or vigor* 
ous: he had great parts, and an admirable genius, 
with a diffimulation fufficient to perfuade that he 
had good inclinations too. As his want of years 
and authority made it impoffible for him to fucceed 
immediately to his Uncle’s power, fo his firft bu- 
finefs was, to keep the place vacant till he ihould 
be more ripe for it ; and to give the exclufion in 
the mean while to every body elfe* With this 
view he aded the Republican with great gravity; 
put himfelf under the diredion of Cicero; and 
Was wholly governed by his advice, as far as his 
intereft carried him ; that is, to deprefs Antony,
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and drive him out of Ita ly ; who was his imme
diate and moil dangerous rival. Here he ftopt 
lhort, and paufed a while, to confider what new 
meafures this new ftate of things would fuggeft: 
when by the unexpeded death of the two Con
fute, finding himfelf at once the mailer of every 
thing at home, and Antony, by the help of Le- 
pidus, rifing again the ftronger from his fall, he 
iaw prefently that his beft chance for Empire was, 
to content himfelf with a ihare of it , till he 
{hould be rn condition to feize the whole; and 
from the fame policy with which he joined him
felf with the Republic to deftroy Antony, he now 
joined with Antony to opprefs the Republic, aŝ  
the bed means of fecuring and advancing his own 
power.

Lepidus was the Dupe o f them both; a vain , 
weak, inconflant man; incapable of Empire, yet 
afpiring to the poffeffion of it ; and abufing the 
moil glorious opportunity of ferving his Country, 
to the ruin both of his Country and himfelf. 
His wife was the Sifter of M . Brutus, and his 
true intereft lay in adhering to that alliance: for 
if, by the advice of Latereniis, he had joined with 
Flancus and D. Brutus to opprefs Antony, and 
give liberty to R om e, the merit of that fervice, 
added to the dignity of his family and fortunes, 
would necelfarily have made him the firft Citizen 
of a free Republic. But his weaknefs deprived 
him of that glory: he flattered himfelf, that the 
firft (hare of power, which he feemed at prefent 
to poflels, would give him like wife the firft ihare
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of Empire: not confidering that military power 
depends on the reputation and abilities of him 
who pofleffes it: in which, as his Colleagues far 
excelled him, fo they would be fure always to 
eclipfe, and whenever they thought it proper, to 
deftroy him. This he found afterwards to be the 
cafe: when Caefar forced him to beg his life 
upon his knees, though at the head of twenty 
Legions, and depofed him from that dignity, 
which he knew not how to fuftain *\

Cicero was at his Tufculan Villa, with his 
Brother and Nephew, when he firft received the 
news of the Profcription, and of their being in* 
eluded in it. It Was the defign of the Triumvi- 
rate to keep it a fecret, if poffible, to the moment 
of execution; in order to furprife thofe, whom 
they had deftined to deftrudtion, before they were 
aware of the danger, or had time to efcape. But 
fome of Cicero’s friends found means to give him 
early notice of it; upon which he fet forward 
prefently with his Brother and Nephew towards 
Aftura; the neareft Villa which he had upon the 
fea: with intent to tranfport themfelves direilly 
out of the reach of their enemies. But Quintus 
being wholly unprepared for fo fudden a voyage, 
refolved to turn back with his fon to Rom e, in 
confidence of lying concealed there, till they could 
provide money and neceflarics for their fupport 
abroad. Cicero in the mean while found a veflel 
ready for him at Aftura, in which he prefently em
barked : but the winds being crofs and turbulent, 
and the fea wholly uneafy to him, after he had

failed
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^failed about two leagues along the coaft, he landed 
at Circseum, and ijpent a night near that place 
in great anxiety and irrefolution : the queftion was, 
what courfe he fliould fleer; and whether he fhould 
fly to Brutus, or to Caffius, or to S. Pompeius; 
but after all his deliberations , none of them pleafed 
him fo much as the expedient of dying ”  : fo that, 
as Plutarch fays, he had fome thoughts of return
ing to the C ity , and killing himfelf in Ciefar’s 
houfe; in order to leave the guilt and curfe of 
his blood upon Caefars perfidy and ingratitude: 
but the importunity of his fervants prevailed with 
.him to fail forwards to Cajeta; where he went 
again on fhore , to repofe himfelf in his Formian 
Villa, about a mile from the coaft; weary of life 
and the fea; and declaring, that he would die in 
that Country, which , he had fo often faved * 
Here he llept foundly for feveral hours; though, 
as fome writers tell us,, “ a great number of Crows 
-■“ .were fluttering all the while, and making a 
“  ftrange noife about his windows, as if to roufe 
“  and warn him of his approaching fate : and that 
cc one.of them made its way into the chamber,
“  and pulled away his very bed-clothes; till his 
“  flaves, admoniihed by this prodigy, and 
“  afhamed to fee brute creatures more folicit- 
“  ous for his fafety than themfelves, forced him 
“  into his Litter, or portable Chair, ” and carried 
him away towards the fbip, through the private

. ways and walks of his woods; having juft heard 
that foldiers were already come into the country 
in  queft of him, and not far from the Villa. A s 
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foon as they were gone, the foldiers arrived at- 
the houfe : and perceiving him to be fled, purfued 
immediately towards the fea, and overtook him 
in the wood. Their Leader was one Popilius 
Lsenus, a Tribune, orGolonel of the army, whom 
Gicero had formerly defended and preferved in a 
capital caufe. As foon as the foldiers appeared, 
the fervants prepared themfelves to fight, being 
refolved to defend their mailer’s life at the hazard 
of their ow n : but Cicero commanded them to fee 
him down, and to make no refiftance**: then 
looking upon his executioners with a prefence and 
firmnefs, which almofl daunted them , and thru (ling 
his neck, as forwardly as he could , out of the 
Litter, he bad them do their work, and take 
what they wanted: upon which they prefently cut 
off his head and both his hands, and returned with 
them in all hade and great joy towards Rom e, as 
the* moil agreeable prefent which they could pof- 
fibly carry to Antony. Popilius charged himfelf 
with the conveyance, without refle&ing on the 
infamy of carrying that head, which had faved 
his own*1 : he found Antony in the Forum , fur- 
rounded with guards and crowds of people; but 
upon ihowing from a didance the fpoils which he 
brought, he was rewarded upon the fpot with 
the honor of a Crown, and about eight thoufand 
pounds ilerling. Antony ordered the head to be 
fixed upon the Rbilra, between/the two hands: a 
fad fpedtacle to the C ity ; and what drew tears 
from every eye; to fee thofe mangled members f 
which ufed to exert themfeives fo glorioufly
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from that place, in defence of the lives, the for
tunes , and the liberties of the Roman people, fo 
lamentably expofed to the fcorn of Sycophants 
and Traitors. The deaths of the reft, fays a H it  ‘ 
torian of that age, caufed only a private and 
particular forrow ; but Cicero’s an univerfâl óneM! 
it was a triumph over the Republic itfelf; and ' 
feemed to confirm and eftablilh thè perpetuar 
ilâvery of Rome. Antony confidered it as fuch , 
and fatiated with Cicero s blood, declared thè' 
Profcription at an end.

He was killed on  ̂the feventh of Decómber; 
about ten days from thé fétflement of the Tri* 1 
umvirate : after he had lived fixty - threë yeàrs;, 
eleven months, and five days *4.
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SEC T. XII.

T  H E  ftory of Cicero’s death continued freiU 
on the minds of the Romans for many ages 
after it; and was delivered down to pofterity 
with all its circumftances, as one of the moil af
fecting and memorable events o f their Hiftory : 
fqi that the (pot, on which it happened, feems 
to have been vifited by travellers with a kind of 
religious reverence1 . The odium of it fell 
chiefly on Antony; yet it left a (lain of perfidy 
and ingratitude alfo on Auguftiis; which explains 
the reafon of that filence, which is pbferved , 
about him, by the writers of that age; and why 
his name is not fo much as mentioned either 
by Horace or Virgil, For though his character 
would have furniíhed a glorious fubjedt for 
many noble lines, yet it was no fubjedl for court- 
Poets; fince the very mention of him mud have 
been a fatire on the Prince: efpecially while 
Antony lived; among the Sycophants of whofe 
Court it was faihionable to infult his memory by 
all the methods of calumny that wit and malice 
could invent: nay Virgil, on an occafion , that 
could hardly fail of bringing him to his mind, in- 
ftead of doing juftice to his merit, chofe to do 
an injnftice rather to Rome itfelf, by yielding 
the fuperiority of eloquence to the Greeks , 
which they themfelves had been forced to yield 
to Cicero *.



L iv y , however, whofe candor made Auguftus 
call him a Pompeian1 , while out of complaifance 
to the times he feems to extenuate the crime of 
Cicero’s murder , yet after a high encomium o f 
his virtues, declares, that to praife him as he 
deferved, required the eloquence of Cicero him- 
felf*. Auguflus too, as Plutarch tells us , happen
ing one day to catch his grandfon reading one 
of Cicero’s books, which , for fear of the Em
peror’s difpleafure, the boy endeavoured to hide 
under his gown, took the book into his hands, 
and turning over a great part of it, gave it back 
again, and faid, this was a learned man my child, 
and a lover of his country 5.
* In the fucceeding generation, as the particular 
envy to Cicero fubfuled, by the death of thofe 
whom private interefts and perfonal quarrels had 
engaged to hate him when living, and defame 
him when dead, fo his name and memory began 
to ihine out in its proper luftre: and in the reign 
even of Tiberius, when an eminent Senator and 
Hiftorian, Cremutius Coydus, was condemned to 
die for praifing Brutus, yet Paterculus could not 
forbear breaking out into the following warm 
expoftulation with Antony , on the fubjed of 
Cicero’s death: ct Thou haft done nothing An- 
w tony; haft done: nothing, I fay, by fetting k 
u price on that divine and illuftrious head, and  ̂
« by a deteftable reward, procuring the death 
cc of fo j great a Conful and preferver of the Re- 
^  public. Thou haft fnatched J from Cicero a 
cc troublefome being ; f a declining age : a life more
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« miferable under thy dominion, than death it- 
« felf; but fo far from diminiihing the glory of 
ft his deeds and fayings, thou haft, increafed it. 
€t He lives and will live in the memory of all 
ct ages; and as long as this fyftem of nature, 
<c whether by chance or providence, or what 
€C way foever formed, which he alone, of all 
cc the Romans, comprehended in his mind, and 
cc illnftrated by his eloquence, fhall remain entire, 
cc it will draw the praifes of Cicero along with 
cc i t ; and all pofterity will admire his writings 
*c againft thee, curfe thyadtagainft him._____ V

From this period, alt the Roman writers, 
whether Poets or Hiftorians, feem to vie with 
each other in celebrating the praifes of Cicero, 
as the moft illuftrious of all their Patriots, and 
the parent of the Roman wit and eloquence; who 
had done more honor to his country by his writ
ings than all their Conquerors by their arms, and 
extended the bounds of his learning beyond thofe 
of their Empire7. So that their very Emperors, 
near three centuries after his death, began to 
xeverenge him in the clafs of their inferior Dei
ties*: a rank, which he would have preferved 
to this d ay, if he had happened to live in Papal 
R om e, where he could not have failed, as Eraf- 
pius fays *, from the innocence of his life, of ob
taining the honor and title of a faint.

As to his perfon, he was tall and (lender with 
a neck particularly long; yet his features were 
.regular and manly; preferving a comlinefs and
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dignity to the laft, with a certain air of chearful- 
nefs and ferenity, that imprinted both affe<$ion 
and refpedl f\  His conftitution was naturally 
weak , yet was fo confirmed by his management 
of it, as to enable him to fupport all the fatigues, 
of the moll adive, as well as the mod ftudious 
Jife, with perpetual health and vigor. T h e s care 
that he employed upon his body, confided chief
ly in bathing and rubbing, with a few turns 
every day in his gardens for the refreihment of 
his voice from the labor of the bar1 1 : yet in the 
Jummer, he generally gave himfelf the exercife 
of a journey, to vifit his feverai efiates and Villas 
in different parts of Italy, But his principal 
inftrument of health, was diet and temperance: 
by thefe he preferved himfelf from all violent 
diflempers; and when he happened to be attacked 
by any flight indifpofition, ufed to enforce the 
feverity of his abftinence, and ftarve it prefently 
,by farting’ *.

In his clothes and drefs, which the wife have 
nfually confidered as an index of the mind, he 
obferv^d, what he prefcribes in his book of of- 
.fices, a modefty and decency, adapted to his 
ranlc and character: a perpetual cleanlincfs, 
without the appearance of pains; free from the 
affedation of fingularity * and avoiding the ex
tremes of a ruftic negligence and foppiflv delica
cy ”  : both of which are equally contrary to 
true dignity; the one implying an ignorance, or 
illiberal contempt of i t ;  the other a childifh



pride and bftentation of proclaiming our pre
tentions to it.

In his domeftic and Tocial life, his behaviour 
was very amiable : he was a moil indulgent pa
rent, a fincere and! zealous friend , a kind and 
generous mailer. His Letters are full of the ten
dered; expreifions of his1 love for his children; in 
whofc endearing converfation, as he often tells 
us, he ufed to drop all his cares, and relieve 
himfelf from all his druggies in the Senate and 
the'Forum . The fame affedion, in an infe
rior degree, was extended alfo to his Haves : when 
by their fidelity and fervices they had recom
mended themfelves to favor. We have feen a 
remarkable indance of it in Tiro ; whofe cafe was 
no otherwife different from the red, than as it  
was didinguiihed by the fuperiority of his merit. 
In one of his Letters to Atticus, I have nothing, 
more, fays he, to write: and my mind indeed is 
fomething ruffled at prefent, for Socitheus my 
reader, is dead, a hopeful youth: which has af- 
flided me more than one would imagine the 
death of a Have ought to do15.

He entertained very high notions of friendship} 
and of its excellent ufe and benefit to human life; 
which he has beautifully illudrated in his enter
taining treatife on that fubjed; where he lays 
down no other' rules, than what he exemplified 
by his pradice. For in all the variety of friend- 
ihips, in which his eminent rank engaged him 
he was never charged with deceiving, deferling, 
or even flighting any one, whom he had once
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Called his friend, or efteemed an honeft man. * 
It was his delight to advance their profperity, to* 
relieve their adverfity ; the fame friend in both 
fortunes ; ¿>ut more zealous only in the bad , 
where his help was the moft wanted, and h is; 
fervices the moft difinterefted ; looking upon it 
not as a friendfhip, but a fordid traffic and> 
merchandize of benefits, where good offices are* 
to be weighed by a nice eflimate of gain and 
lo fs1*. He calls gratitude the mother of virtue;^ 
reckons it the moft capital of all duties; and ufes 
the words, grateful and good, as terms fynoni- 
mous, and infeparably united in the fame character. 
His writings abound with fentiments of this fort, 
as his life did with the examples of them17; fo 
that one of his friends, in apologizing for the 
importunity of a requeft, obferves to him with 
great truth, that the tenor of his life would be 
a fnfficient excufe for it ; iince he had eftabliihed 
fuch a cuftom, of doing every thing for his 
friends, that they no longer requefted, but claim
ed a right to command him**.

Y et he was not more generous to his friends, 
than placable to his enemies; readily pardoning 
the greateft injuries, upon the flighted fubmiflion; 
and though no man ever had greater abilities or 
opportunities of revenging himfelf , yet when it 
was in his power to hurt, he fought out reafons 
to forgive; and whenever he was invited to it , 
never declined a reconciliation with his moft in
veterate enemies; of which there are numerous 
inftances in* his hiftory, He declared nothing to
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be more laudable and worthy of. a great man, 
than placability; and laid it down for a natural 
d u ty , to moderate our revenge, and obferve a 
temper in punifhing; and held repentance to be a 
fufficient ground for remitting it: and it was one 
of his fayings , delivered to a public affembly, 
that his enmities were mortal, bis friendihips im
mortal

His manner of living was agreeable to the dig- 
■ nity of his chara&er; fplendid and noble: his 
houfe was open to all the learned Strangers and 
Philofophers of Greece and Alia ; feveral of 
whom were conftantly entertained in it , as part 
of his family, and fpent their whole lives with 
him**. His levee was perpetually crowded with 
multitudes of all ranks; even Pompey himfelf not 
difdaining to frequent it. The greateft part came, 
not only to pay their compliments, hut to at- 
Stend him on days of buunefs to the Senate or 
the Forum ; where upon any debate or tranfac
tion of moment, they conftantly waited to con
duct him home again : but on ordinary days, 
when thefe morning-vifits were over, as they 
ufually were before ten, he retired to his books, 
and fhut himfelf up in his library, without feek- 
ing any ocher diverfion, but what his children 
afforded to the fhort intervals of his leifure 
His flipper was his greateft meal; and the ufual 
,feafon with all the great, of enjoying their friends 
at table, which was frequently prolonged to a 

;]ate hour of the night: yet he was out of his 
<bed every ihorniiig before it was light: and never
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ufed to fleep again at noon, as all others generally 
d id , and as it is commonly pradifed in Rome to 
this day *\

But though he was fo temperate and ftudious, 
yet when he was engaged to fup with others* 
either at home or abroad, he laid afxde his rules, 
and forgot the invalid, and was gay and fprightly , 
and the very foul of the company. When friends 
were met together, to heighten the comforts of 
focial life, he thought it inhofpitable, not to con* 
tribute his fhare to their common mirth, or to 
damp it by a churliih refervednefs. But he was 
really a lover of chearful entertainments; being of 
a nature remarkably facetious, and Angularly 
turned to raillery 2* : a talent , which was of 
great fervice to him at the bar, to corred the 
petulance of an adverfary; relieve the fatiety of 
a tedious caufe; divert the minds of the Judges; 
and mitigate the rigor of a fentence, by making 
both the Bench and Audience merry at the cx- 
penfe of the Accufer1*.

This ufe of it twas always thought fair; and 
greatly applauded in public trials ; but in pri
vate conventions , he was charged fometimes 
with puihing his raillery too far ; and , through 
a confcioufnefs of his fuperior wit , exerting it 
often intemperately, without refleding what cruel 
wounds his lafljes inflided *s. Y et o f all his 
farcaftical jokes, which are tranfmitted to us by 
Antiquity, we fhall not obferve an y , but what 
were pointed againft charaders, either ridiculous or 
profligate; fuch as he defpifed for their follies, pr



hated for their vices ; and though he m ightj pro
voke the fpleen, and quicken the malice of ene
mies, more than was confident with a regard to 
his own eafe, yet he never appears to have hurt 
or loft a friend, or any one whom he valued, by 
1̂ he levity of jefting.

It is certain, that the fame of his wit was as 
celebrated as that of his eloquence; and that feve- 
ral fpurious collections of his fayings were hand
ed about in Rome in his life-time 26; till his 
friend Trebonius, after he had been Conful, 
thought it worth while to publifb an authentic 
edition of them, in a volume which he addreffed 
to Cicero himfelf*7. Caefar likewife, in the height 
of his power, having taken a fancy to collect the 
Apophthegms or memorable fayings of eminent 
men, gave ftrict orders to all his friends, who 
ufed to frequent Cicero , to bring him every 
thing of that fo rt, which happened to drop from 

• him in their company *\ But Tiro , Cicero’s 
freedman , who ferved him chiefly in his ftudies 
and literary affairs, pubhihed after his death, 
the moft perfect collection of his fayings in three 
books.: where Quintilian, however, withes, that 
he had been more fparing in the number, and ju
dicious in the choice of them None of thefe 
books are now remaining, nor any other fpeeimen 
of the jefts, but what are incidentally Scattered 
in different parts of his own and other peoples 
writings ; which, as the fame judicious Critic ob
serves, through the change of tafte in different 
ages^ and the want of that aition or gefture*,



> which gave the chief fpirit to many of them, 
could never be explained to advantage, though 
feveral had attempted it. How much more cold 
then, and infipid muft they needs appear to us, 
who are unacquainted with the particular charac
ter and ftories, to which they relate, as well as 
the peculiar faihions , humor and tafte of wit in 
that age? Yet even in thefe, as Quintilian alfo 
tells us, as well as in his other compofitions, 
people would fooner find what they might reject, 
than what they could add to them lo.

He had a great number of fine Houfes, in , 
different parts of Ita ly ; fome writers reckon up 
eighteen; w hich, excepting the family-feat at 
Arpinum , feem to have been all purchafed, or 
built by himfelf. They were iituated generally 
near to the fea , and placed at proper diilances 
along the lower coaft , between Rome and Potn- 
peii, which was about four leagues beyond Na* 
pies; and for the elegance of ftrudture, and the 
delights of their fituation, are called by him the 
eyes, or the beauties of Italy ir. Thofe in which 
he took the mod pleafure , and ufually fpent 
fome part of every year, were his Tufculum, An- 
tium, Aftura, Arpinum; his Formian , Cuman, 
Puteolan and Pompeian Villas; all of them large 
enough for the reception, not only of his own 
family, but of his friends and numerous guefts; 
many of whom of the firft quality ufed to pafs 
feveral days with him in their excuriions from 
Rome. But befides thefe, that may properly bte 
reckoned feats, with large plantations and gardens



around them, he had feveral little Inns, as he 
calls them, or baiting places on the road, built 
for his accommodation in paffing from one Houfe 
to another

His Tufculan Houfe had been Sylla’s ,  the Dic
tators ; and in one of its apartments had a painting 
of his memorable vidory nearNola, in the Marfic 
war, in which Cicero had ferved under him as a 
volunteer n : it was about four leagues from Rome* 
on the top of a beautiful Hill , covered with the 
Villas of the nobility , and affording an agreeable 
profped of the C ity , and the country around it ; 
■ with plenty of water flowing through his grounds 
in a large ftream or canal, for which he paid a 
rent to the Corporation of Tufculum Its neigh
bourhood to Rome gave him the opportunity of 
a retreat at any hour, from the fatigues of the bar, 
or the Senate, to breathe a little frefh air, and divert 
himfelf with his friends or family ; fo that this 
was the place in which he took the moft delight, 
and fpent the greateft fhare of his leifure; and for 
that reafon improved and adorned it beyond all 
his other houfes1*.

When a greaterfatiety of the C ity , or a longer 
vacation in tht Forum difpofed him to feek a 
calmer fcene, and more undifturbed retirement, he 
ufed to remove to Antium or Aftura. A t Antium 
he placed his beft colledlion of books, and as it 
was not above thirty miles from Rom e, he could 
have daily intelligence there of every thing that 
palled in the City. Aftura was a little Ifland, at 
the mouth of a river of the fame name, about two*



M. T. C I C E R O. 303.
v

leagues farther towards the South , between thei 
promontories of Antium and Oircaeum, and in then 
view of them both ; a place peculiarly adapted ter 
the purpofes of folitude , and a fevere retreats 
covered with a thick wood , cut out into ihady, 
walks , in which he ufed to fpend the gloomy and* 
fplenetic moments of his life.

In the height of Summer, the Manfion-houfe 
at Arpinum , and the little Ifland adjoining, by 
the advantage of its groves and cafcades, afford
ed the beft defence againft the inconvenience of 
the heats : where in the greateft, that he had 
ever remembered , we find him refreihiitg him* 
fe lf, as he writes to his Brother, with the 
utmoft pleafure , in the cool ftream of his 
Fibronus ,f.

His other Villas were fituafed in the more public 
parts of Italy, where all the beft company of Rome 
had their Houfcs of pleafure. He had two at Forroise, 
a lower and upper V illa ; the one near to the 
port of Cajeta , the other upon the mountains ad
joining : he had a third on the fhore of Bake, 
between the Lake Avernus and^PuteoIi, which 
he calls his Puteolan ; a fourth on the hills of old 
Cumae, called his Guman Villa ; and a fifth at 
Pompeii, four leagues beyond Naples, in a country 
famed for the purity of its air, fertility of its foil, 
and delicacy of its fruits. His Puteolan Houfe was 
built after the plan of the Academy of Athens, 
and called by that name ; being adorned with a 
Portico and a grove , for the fame ufe of philo- 
fophieal conferences. Some time after his death



it fell into the„ hands of Antiftius Vetus , -who re
paired and improved i t ; when a fpring of warm 
water, which happened to burft out in one part 
of it , gave occafion to the following Epigram, 
made by Laurea Tullius , one of Cicero’s freed* 

men. ’

i Quo tua Roman# vitodex xlarijfime Ungit# .
Sylva loco melius furgere jujfa viret,

• Atque Academia celebratam nomine villam
Nunc repay at cultu fub potior e Vet us? '

• Hie etiam apparent lymph# non ante reperta
Languida qua infufo lumina rove levant>’

■ NimiVum locus ipfe fui Ctcerouis bonori 
Hoc dedit, hac fontes cum pate fecit ope* 

lit quoniam totum legitzir Jhie fine per or hem *
Sint f  luresocitlis qua mediantur, aqzue J7.

, Where groves , once thine y now withfresh verdure bloOm̂  
. Great Parent of the Eloquence of Rome,

¿And where thy Academy, favorite fea t,
( Novp to Antifiius yields its fweet retreat.

A  gushing fir earn burfls ou t, of wondrous power.
To heal the eyes, and weakened fight reflore,

; The place, which all its pride from Cicero drew 
\ Repays this honor to his memory due,
, [That fince his works throughout the world a rt fpread, 
„„ And with fitch eagernefi by all are read 9 

N ew  fprings of healing quality should rife ,
: To eafe the imreafe of labor to the eyes.
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The furniture of his Houfes was fuitable to the 
elegance of his tafte, and the magnificence of his 
buildings : bis galleries were adorned with ftatues 
and paintings of the beft Grecian M atters; and 
his veffels and moveables were of the beft work and 
choiceft materials. There was a Cedar Table o f 
his remaining in Pliny*s time, faid to be the firft 
which was ever feen in R om e, and to have coft 
him eighty pounds**. He thought it the part o f 
an eminent Citizen* to preferve an uniformity of 
character in every article of his conduit, and to 
illuftrate his dignity by the fplendor of his life. 
This was the reafon of the great variety of his 
houfes, and of their iituation in the moft confpi- 
cuous parts of Italy, along the cdUrfe of the Ap- 
pian road ; that they might occur at every ftage 
to the obfervation of travellers, and lie commodious 
for the reception and entertainment of his friends.

The reader perhaps , when he refle&s on what 
the old writers have faid of the mediocrity of his 
paternal eftate, will be at a lofs to conceive whence 
all his revenues flowed, that enabled him to fuftain 
the vail expenfe of building and maintaining fuch 
a number of noble houfes; but the folution will 
be eafy, when we recollell the great opportunities 
that he had of improving his original fortunes. 
The two prjpcipal funds of wealth to the leading 
men of Rome, w ere; firft, the public Magiftracies, 
and Provincial Commands ; feeondly , the prefents 
Of Kingsi Princes, and foreign ftates, whom they 
had obliged by their fervices and prote&iori : and 
though no man was more moderate in the ufe o f 

V o t. m  V
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thefe advantages than C icero, yet^to one of 
his prudence, (economy, and contempt of vicious 
pleafures, thefe were abundantly fufficient to 
anfwer all his expenfes : for in his Province of 
Cilicia s after all the memorable inftances of his 
generofity, by which he faved to the public a full 
million fterling, which all other Governors had 
applied to their private ufe, yet at the expiration 
of his year, he left in‘ the hands of the Publicans 
in Afia near twenty thoufand pounds, referved from 
the drift dues of his Government, and remitted to 
him afterwards at Rome**. But there was another 
way of acquiring money, efteemed the moil re
putable of any which brought large and frequent 
fupplies to him, the legacies of deceafed friends. 
It was the peculiar cuftom of Rome , for the 
Clients and dependents of families to bequeath at 
their death to their Patrons fome confiderable part 

’of their eflates, as the moil effectual teftintiony of 
their refpeft and gratitude ; and the more a man 
received in this w ay, the more it redounded to 
his credit. Thus Cicero mentions it to the honor 
of Lucullus , that while he governed Afia as Prd- 
conful, many great eftates were left to him by 
w ill4' •' and Nepos tells us, in praife of Atticus, 
that he fucceeded to many inheritances of the fame 
kind, bequeathed to him on no other account, 
than on his friendly and amiable temper41. Cicero 
had his full ihare of thefe teftamentary donations; 
as we fee from the many inftances of them men
tioned in his Letters4*; and when he was falfely 
reproached by Antony , with being neglefted on 
thefe occafions, he declared in his reply , that he



/

had gained from this Angle article about two 
hundred thoufand pounds, by the free and voIihk 
tary gifts of dying friends; not the forged wills of 
perfons unknown to him 5 with which he charged 
A ntony4*.

His moral character was never blemifhed by thè 
ftain of any habitual vice ; but was a ihining pattern 
of virtue to an srge^of all others the mod licentious 
and profligate 4\ His mind was fuperior to all the 
fordid paflions which engrofs little fouls; avarice, 
envy/ malice, luft. If we lift his familial* letters, 
we cannot difcovfer in them the leaft hint of any 
thing bafe * immodeft, fpiteful , or perfidious; 
but an uniform principle of benevolence , jufiice , 
love of his friends and country, flowing through 
the whole i and infpiring all his thoughts and ac-; 
tions. Though no man ever felt the effedts of 
other people’s envy more feverely than^he* yet 
no man was ever more free from it \ this is allowed 
to him by all the old writers * and is evident in
deed from his works ; where we find him perpetually 
praifmg and recommending Whatever Was laudable, 
even in a rival or an adverfary ; celebrating merit 
wherever it was found; whether in the ancients 
Or his contemporaries 5 whether in Greeks' Or 
Romans ; and verifying a maxim which he had 
declared in a fpeech to the Senate, that nd man 
could be envious o f another’s virtue, who Was 
confcious of his ow n44.

His fprightly wit would naturally have recom
mended him to the favor of the Ladies ; whofe com
pany he ufed to frequent When young * and with

V a
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many of whom of the firft quality, he was oft 
engaged in his riper years to confer about the 
interefts of their huibands, brothers, or relations, 
who were abfent from Rome : yet we meet with 
no trace of any criminal gallantry, or intrigue with 
any of them. In a letter to Pxtus, towards the 
end of his life, he gives a jocofe account of his 
fupping with their friend Volumnius , (an Epi
curean wit of the firft clafs, when the famed 
Courtefan, Cytheris, who had been Volumnius’s 
flave , and was then his miftrefs made one'of the 
company at table : where after feveral jokes on 
that incident, he fays, that he never fufpeded 
that (he would have been of the party ; and though 
he was always a lover of chearful entertainments, 
yet nothing of that fort had ever pleafed him when 
young, much lefs n ow , when he was old 4V  
There was one Lady, however, called Cxrellia, 
with whom he kept up a particular familiarity and 
correfpondence of letters; on which D io , as it 
has been already hinted , abfurdly grounds fome 
little fcandal, though he owns her to have been 
feventy years old. She is frequently mentioned in 
Cicero’s Letters, as a lover of books and philo
sophy ; and on that account, as fond of his com
pany and writings : but while out of complaifance 
to her fe x , and a regard to her uncommon talents, 
he treated her always with refped ; yet by the 
hints which he drops of her to Atticus , it appears 

■ that file had no ihare of his affedions, or any 
real authority with him**.

His failings were as few as were, ever found
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in any eminent genius; fuch as flowed from his 
conftitution , not his w i l l ; and were chargeable 
rather to the condition of his humanity , than 
to the fault of the man. He was thought to 
be too fanguine in profperity, too defponding in 
adverfity : and apt to perfuade himfelf in each 
fortune, that it would never have an end**. This 
is Pollio’s account of him : which feems in general 
to be true : Brutus touches the firft part of it in 
one of his letters to him ; and when things were 
going profperoufly againft Antony, put him gently 
in mind, that he feemed to truft too much to his 
hopes : and he himfelf allows the fecond, and 
fays , that if any one was timorous in great and 
dangerous events, apprehending always the w ord, 
rather than hoping the beft, he was the man; and 
if that was a fau lt, confeffes himfelf not to be 
free from it ** : yet in explaining afterwards the 
nature of this timidity, it was fuch, he tells us, as 
ihowed itfelf rather in forefeeing dangers, than in 
encountering them : an explication,, which the latter 
part of his life fully confirmed , and above all his 
death , which no man could fuftain with greater 
courage and refolution **.

But the mod confpicuous and glaring pafiion 
of his foul was , the love of glory and third of 
praife : a paffion , that he not only , avowed , but 
freely indulged i and fometimes * as he himfelf 
confeffes i to a degree even of vanity **. This often 
gave his enemies , a plaufible handle of ridiculing 
his pride and arrogance ; 5+ while the forwardnefs 
that he iho\yed to celebrate his own merits in all his



public fpeeches , feeraed to juftify their cenfures: 
and fince this is generally confidered as the grand 
foible of his life , and has been handed down 
implicitly from age to age , without ever being 
fairly examined, or rightly underftood , it will be 
proper to lay open the fource from which the 
paifion itfelf flowed , and explain the nature of 
that glory , of which he profeffes himfelf fo fond.

True glory then , according to his own defini
tion of i t , is a wide and illuftrious fame of many 
and great benefits conferred upon our friends, 

, our country, or the whole race of mankind 1 1 : 
it is not, he fays, the empty blaft of popular favor, 
or the applaufe of a giddy multitude , which all 
wife men had ever defpifed , and none more than 
himfelf; but the confenting praife of all honeft 
men, and the incorrupt teftimony of thofe who 
can judge of excellent merit, which refounds always 
to virtue , as the echo to the voice; and fince 
it is a general companion of good adtions, ought 
not to be rejected by good men. That thofe who 
afpired to this glory, were not to expedt eafe or 
pleafure , or tranquillity of life for] their pains ; but 
mull give up their own peace to fecure the peace 
of others ; muft expofe themfelves to florms and 
dangers for the public good ; fuftaiti many battles 
with the audacious and the wicked, and fome 
even with the powerful : in fliort, muft behave 
themfelves fo , as to give their citizens caufe to 
rejoice that they had ever been born 5\  This is 
the notion that he inculcates every where of true 
glory r which is furely one of the nobjeft principles
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that can infpire a human breaft; implanted by 
God in our nature, to dignify and exalt it ; and 
always found the ftrongeft in the beft and moft 
elevated minds; and to which we owe every thing 
great and laudable, that Hiilory has to offer to us, 
through all the ages of the heathen world. There is 
not an inftance , fays Cicero , of a man’s exerting 
himfelf ever with praife and virtue in the dangers 
of his country, who was not drawn to it by the 
hopes of g lo ry , and a regard to pofterity ,r. 
G ive me a boy , fays Quintilian, whom praife 
excites, whom glory warms : for fuch a fcholar 
was fure to anfwer all his hopes; and do credit to 
his d ifc ip lin e . - Whether pofterity v/ill have any 
refped for me , fays Pliny, I know not ; but am 
fure that I have deferved fome from i t :  I will 
not fay by my w it , for that would be arrogant; 
but by the zeal, by the pains, by the reverence, 
which I have always pajci to it ” ,

It will not feem ftrange , to obferve the wifeft 
of the ancients pulhing this principle to fo greata 
length , and confidering glory as the ampleft reward 
of a well-fpent life ** ; when we refled , that the 
greateft part o f them had no notion o f any other 
reward or futurity ; and even thofe who believed 
a ftate of happinefs to the good , yet entertained 
it with fo much diffidence , that they indulged it 
rather as a w iih , than a well-grounded hope,; and 
were glad therefore to lay hold on that which 
feemed to be within their reach, a futurity of their 
own creating ; an immortality of fame and glory 
from the applaufe of pofterity. T h is , by a pleafing

V 4



fidtion, they looked upon as a propagation of life, 
and an eternity of exigence ; and had no fmall com
fort in imagining, that though the fenfe of it 
ihould not reach to themfelves, it would extend 
at leaft to others ; and that they fhould be doing 
good ftill when dead, by leaving the example of 
their virtues to the imitation of mankind. Thus 
Cicero, as he often declare* , never looked upon 
that to be his life, which was confined to this 
narrow circle on earth, but confidered h isa& s, 
as feeds fbwq in the immenfe field of theuniverfe, 
to raife up the fruit of glory and immortality to him 
through a fucceflion of infinite ages : nor has he 
been fruftrated of his hope, or difappointed of his 
end ; but as long as the name of Rome fubfifts, or 
as long as learning , virtue and liberty preferve 
any credit in the world, he will be great and glorious 
in the memory of all poflerity.

As to the other part of the charge, or the proof 
of his vanity j drawn from his boafting fo frequently 
of himfejf in his fpeeches both to the Senate and 
'the people, though it may appear to a common 
reader to be abundantly confirmed by his'writings; 
yet if we attend to the circumftances of the times, 
and the part which he aded in them , we fhall 
find it not only exoufable , but in feme degree 
even neCelfery. The fate of Rome was now 
brought to a erifis ; and the contending parties 
were making their laft efforts, either to opprefsor 
preferve i t : Cicero was the head of thofe who 
ftood up for its liberty; which entirely depended 
on the influence of his counfcls: he had many



years therefore been the common mark of the rage 
and malice of all -who were aiming at illegal 
powers , or* a tyranny in the Rate ; and while 
thefe were generally fupported by the military 
power cif the Empire, he had no other arms or 
means of defeating them, but his authority with 
the Senate and people, grounded on the experience 
of his fervices, and the perfuafion of his integrity: 
fo that, to obviate the perpetual calumnies of the 
fadious, he was obliged to inculcate the merit and 
good effeds of his counfels ; in order to confirm 
people in their union and adherence to them, 
againft the intrigues of thofe, who were employing 
all arts to fubvert them. The frequent commemora
tion of his ad s, fays Quintilian, was not made fo 
much for glory, as for defence; to repel calumny, 
and vindicate his meafures when they were 
attacked *x: and this is what Cicero himfelf declared 
in all his fpeechcs ; w that no man ever heard him 
“  fpeak of himfelf but when he was forced to it: 
“  that when he was urged with fiditiqus crimes, 
“  it was his cuftpm to anfwer them with his real 
“  fervices : and if ever he faid any thing glorious 
^ of himfelf, it was not through a fondnefs of 
** praife , but to repel an accufation f% : that no 

mar^who had been converfant in great affairs, 
-‘ and treated with particular envy , could refute 
‘ ‘ the contumely of an enemy, without touching 

&  upon his own praifes; and after all his labors 
for the common fafety , if  a juft indignation 
had drawn from him at any time what might 

*  feem to be vainglorious, ft might; reafonably be
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cc forgiven to him : that when others were filerit 
cc about him, if he could not then forbear to fpeak 
cc of himfelf, that indeed would be ihameful ; but 
ic when he was injured , accufed , expofed to 
*\popular odium, he muft certainly be allowed 
c< to affert his liberty, if they would not fuffer 
“  him to retain his dignity ” This then was 
the true ftate of the cafe , as it is evident from 
the fails of his hiftory : he had an ardent love of 
glory, and an eager thirft of praife: was pleafed, 
when living, to hear his ails applauded; yet more 
ftill^with imagining, that they would ever be 
celebrated when he was dead,: a paffion , which 
for the reafons already hinted, had always the 
greateft force on the greateft fouls : but it muft 
needs raife our contempt and indignation, to fee 
every conceited pedant, and trifling declaimer, who 
know little of Cicero's real character, and lefs ftill 
o f their ow n, prefuming to call him the vaineft of 
mortals.

But there is no point of light, in which we 
can view him with more advantage or fatisfac- 
tion to ourfelves, than in the contemplation of 
his learning , and the furprifing extent of his 
knowledge. This ihines fo confpicuous in all 
the monuments which remain of him, that it 
even leflens the dignity of his general character ; 
while the idea of the fcholar abforbs that of the 
Senator; and by confidering him as the greateft 
writer, we are apt to forget, that he was the 
greateft Magiftrate alfo of Rome. We learn our 
Latin from him at School;.our ftyle and fend*



'merits at the College: here the generality take 
their leave of him, and fcldom think of him 
more, but as of an Orator; a Moralift, or Phi* 
lofopher of Antiquity. But it is with characters 
as with pidures; we cannot judge well of a * 
Tingle part, without furveying the whole; fince 
the perfection of each depends on its proportion 
and relation to the reft; while, in viewing them 
all together, they mutually refled an additional 
grace upon each other. His learning, confidered 
feparately, will appear admirable; yet much more 
f o , when it is found in the poffeffion of the 
firft Statefman of a mighty Empire: his abilities 
as a Statefman are glorious; yet furprife us ftill 
more, when they are obferved in the ableft - 
Scholar and Philofopher of his age : but an 
union of both thefe characters exhibits that fub- 
lime fpecimen of perfection, to which the beft 
parts with the beft culture can exalt human 
nature M. -

No man , whofe life had been wholly fpent 
in ftudy, ever left more numerous or more va
luable fruits of his learning , in every branch of 
fcience, and the politer arts; in Oratory, Poetry, 
Pbilofophy , Law , Hiftory , Criticifm , Politics, 
E th ics; in each of which he equalled , the great- 
eft matters of his time; in fome of them excelled 
all men of all times His remaining works, as 
voluminous as they appear, are but a fmall part 
of what he really publiihed; and though many 
c>f thefe are come down to us maimed by time, 
and the barbarity of the intermediate ages, yet
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they are juflly efteemed the rooft precious remains 
of all antiquity; and like the Sybilline books, if 
more of them had perifhed, would have been 
equal ftill to any price*

His induftry was incredible, beyond the ex* 
ample, or even conception of our days ; this 
was the fecret by which he performed fuch won* 
ders, and reconciled perpetual ftudy with per
petual affairs. He fuffered no part of his leifure 
to be idle, or the leaft interval of it to,be loft; 
but what other people gave to the public ihows, 
to pleafures, to feafts, nay , even to fleep, and 
the ordinary refrefhments of nature, he generally 
gave to his books , and the enlargement of his 
knowledge *r. On days of bufmefs, when he 
had any thing particular to compofe, he had no 
other time for meditating, but when he was tak* 
ing a iew turns in his walks, where he ufed to 
dictate his thoughts to his Scribes, who attend* 
ed him**. W e find many of his.letters dated 
before day-light; fome from the Senate ; others 
from his meals, and the crowd of his morning 
levee 4\  , +

No compofitions afford more pleafure than the 
Epiftles of great men : they touch the heart of 
the reader, by laying open that, of the writer. 
The letters of eminent w its, eminent Scholars, 
eminent ftatefm enare all efteemed in their fe* 
veral kinds; but there never was a collection 
that excelled fo much in every kind as Cicero’s 

. for the purity of ftyle, the importance of the mat
ter, or the dignity of the perfons concerned in
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them. W e have about a thoufand ftill remaining, 
all written after he was forty years old ; which 
are but a fmall part , not only of what he wrote , 
but of what were actually; publiíhed after his 
death by his fervant Tiro. For we fee many 
volumes o f them quoted by the Ancients, which 
are utterly loft; as the firft book of his Letters to 
Licinius Galvus ; the firft alfo to Q. Axius; a 
fecond book to his fon, a fecond alfo to Corn. 
Nepos: a third book to J. Caefar , a third to 
O davius; and á third* alfo to Panfa ; an eighth 
book to M . Brutus; and a ninth to A. Hirtius. 
Of all which, excepting a few to J. Caefar and 
Brutus, we have nothing more left than fome 
Scattered phrafes and fentences, gathered from 
the citations of the old Critics and Grammar
ians What makes thefe Letters ftill more 
eftimable is , that he had never deftgned them 
for the public i nor kept any copies, of them ; 
for the year before his death, when Atticus was 
making fome inquiry about them , he fent him 
word, that he had made no col left ion; and that 
T iro  had preferved only about feventy 7\  Here 
then we may exped to fee the genuine man, 
without difguife or affedation; efpedally in his 
letters to Atticus, to whom he talked with the 
fame franknefs as to himfelf ; opened the rife, 
and progrefs of each thought; and never entered 
into any affair without his particular advice: fo 
that thefe may be confidered as the memoirs of 
hi$ times; containing the mo ft authentic ■ mate
rials for the Hiftory of. that age * and laying



open the grounds and motives of all the great 
events that happened in i t 21 : and it is the want 
of attention to them, that makes the generality 
of writers in thefe times fo fuperficial, as well as 
erroneous; while they chufe to tranfcribe the dry 
and imperfedt relations of the later Greek Hifto- 
rians, rather than take the pains to extradt the 
original account of fadts from one who was a 
principal adtor in them.

In his familiar Letters he affedted no parti* 
cular elegance or choice of w ords, but took the 
firft that occurred from common ufe and the lan* 
guage of converfation 2f. Whenever he was dif- 
pofed to joke , his wit was eafy and natural; 
flowing always from the fubjedl, and throwing 
out what came uppermoft; nor difdaining even a 
pun, when it ferved to make his friends laugh 7\  
In Letters of compliment, fome o f which Were 
addreffcd to the greateft men who ever lived, 
his inclination to pleafe is exprefTed in a manner 
agreeable to nature and reafon; with the utmoft 
delicacy both of fentiment and didtion, yet with
out any of thofe pompous titles and lofty epithets, 
which modern cuftdm has introduced into our 
commerce with the great, and falfely ftamped 
with the name of politenefs; though they are the 
real offspring of barbarifm , and the effedt of our 

-degeneracy both in tafte and manners. In his 
political Letters, all his maxims, are drawn from 
an intimate knowledge of men and things: he 
always touches the point on which the affair 
furnsj forefees the danger, and foretels the m it
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chief; which never failed, to follow upon the 
neglect of his counfels : of which there^^vere fo 
many inflances, that as an eminent writer! of his 
own time obferved of him , his prudence Jfeemed 
to be a kind of divination, which foretold every 
thing that afterwards happened, with the veracity 
o f a Prophet 7\  But’ none of his letters do 
him more credit than thofe of the recommenda
tory kind: the others ihow his wit and his 
parts, thefe his benevolence and his probity: he 
folicits the intereft of his friends with all the 
warmth and force of words, of which he was 
mailer : and alledges generally fome perfonal 
reafon for his peculiar zeal in the caufe, and 
that his own honor was concerned in the fuccefs 
of i t 7'. ~

But bis Letters are not more valuable on any 
account, than for their being the only monu
ments of that fort, which remain to us from free 
Rome. They breathe the laft words of expiring 
liberty; a great part of them having^been writ
ten in the very crifis of its ruin, to roufe up all 
the virtue, that was left in the honeft and the 
brave, to the defence of their country. The ad
vantage, which they derive from this circum- 
ilance, will eafily be obferved by comparing 
them with the Epiftles of the bell and greatefl: 
who flouriihed afterwards in Imperial Rome. Pli
ny’s Letters are juftly admired by men of tafte; 
they Ihow the fcholar, the w it, the fine gentle
man; yet we cannot but obferve a poverty and 
barrennefs through the whole , that betrays the



awe of a matter; A ll his ftories and refle&ions 
terminate in private life; there is nothing im- 

, portarit in politic!?; no great affairs explained; 
no account of the motives of public counfels: he 
had born all the fame offices with Cicero, whom 
in all points he affedled to emulate 77; yet his 
honors were in effe<tt but nominal; conferred by 
a fuperior power, and adminiftered by a fupe- 
rior w ill; and with the Old titles of Gonful and 
Proconful, We Want ftill the Statefman, the Po
litician and the Magiftrate. In his Provincial 
command, where Cicero governed all things 
with fupreme authority, and had Kings attend
ant on his orders ; Pliny durft not venture to 
repair a Bath ; or puniih a fugitive flave; or in
corporate a company ofM afons; till he had firft 
confulted and obtained the leave of Trajan 7\

His Hiftorical works arc all loft: the Com-* 
mentaries of his Confulihip in Greek ; the Hiftory 
of his own affairs, to his return from exile, in 
Latin Verffe; and his Anecdotes , as Well as the 
pieces, that he publifhed. on Natural Hiftory ; of 
which Pliny quotes one, upon the wonders of 
Nature, and another on perfumes7*. He was 
meditating likewife a general Hiftory of Rom e, 
to which he was frequently urged by bis friends, 
as the only man capable of adding that glory 
iilfo to his country, of excelling the Greeks in a 
fpecies of writing, which, of ail others, was at 
that time the leaft cultivated by the Romans**. 
But he never found leifure to execute fo great a 
talk; yet has fketehed out a plan of it , which,

Ihort
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fhort as it is, feems to be the beft, that can be 
formed, for the defign of a perfed Hiftory.

cc He declares it to be the firft and fundament- 
cc al law of Hiftory, that it ihould neither dare 

to fay any thing that v/as falfe, or fear to fay 
cc any thing that was true; iior give any juft 
cc fufpicion either of favor or difaffedion: that 
u in the relation of things, the writer ihould 
u obferve the order of time, and add alfo the 

defcription of places: that in all great and 
ct memorable tranfadions, he ihould firft‘ explain 
“ the counfels, than the ads, laftly the events; 
“  that in the counfels, he fhould interpofe his own 
“  judgment on the merit of them: in the ad s, 
“  ihould relate not only what,was done, but how 

it was done : in the events ihould ihow, what 
“ ihare chance or raihnefs or prudenc^had in them: 
“  that in regard to perfons, he fliould defcribe, 

not only their particular" adions , but the lives 
and charaders of all thofe, who bear an emi- 

“  nent part in the ftory: that he fliould illuftrate 
u the whole in a clear, eafy, natural ftyle; 
41 flowing with a perpetual fmoothnefs, and 
^ equability; free from the aifedation of points 
“  and fentences, or the roughñefs of judicial 
u pleadingsV.”

W e have no remains likewife of his Poetry, 
except fome fragments occafionally interfperfed 
through his other writings; yet thefe, as I have 
before obferved , are fufficient to convince us that 
liis poetical genius , if it had been cultivated with 
the fame care, would not have been inferior to

V ol. III. x

M. T* C I C E R O .



%%%
his Oratorical. The two arts are fo nearly allied, 
that an excellency in the one feems to imply a 
capacity for the other; the fame qualities being 
effential to them both; a fprightly fancy, fertile 
invention, flowing and numerous didion. It was 
in Cicero’s time, that the old rufticity of the 
Latin mufe firft began to be polifhed by the orna
ments of drefs, and the harmony of numbers; 
but the height of perfedion, to which it was 
carried after his death by the fucceeding generation, 
as it left no room for a mediocrity in Poetry, fo 
it quite eclipfed, the fame of Cicero. For the 
world always judges of things by companion, 
and becaufe he was not fo great a Poet, as Virgil 
and Horace, he was decried as none at all; efpe- 
cially in the Courts of Antony and Auguflus; 
where it was a compliment to the Sovereign , and 
a faihion confequently among the flatterers*1 , to 
make his charader ridiculous, wherever it lay 
open to them: hence flowed that perpetual raillery, 
which fubfifts to this day, on his famous verfes;

Cedant anna toga,  concédant Inure a lingua•

0  fortunatam natam me Confuie Romam,

and two bad lines picked out by the malice of 
enemies, and tranfmitted to pofterity, as a fpe- 
cimen of the reft, have ferved to damn many 
thoufands of good ones. For Plutarch reckons 
him among the raoft eminent of the Roman Poets; 
and Pliny the younger was proud of emulating 
him in his poetic charader ** ; and Quintilian feems
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to charge the cavils of his cenfurers to a principle 
of malignity *\ But his own verfes carry the furefl: 
proof of their merit; being written in the beft 
manner of that age, in which he lived, and in the 
ftyle of Lucretius; whofe Poem he is laid to have 
revifed and corrected, for its publication, after 
Lucretius’s death T h is , however, is certain, 
that he was theconilant friend and generous patron 
of all the celebrated Poets of his time 14; of Accius, 
Archias, Chilius; Lucretius; Catullus; who pays 
his thanks to him in the following lines for fome 
favor, that he had received from him.

Tully ,  moji eloquent by far 
Of all  ̂ who have been or 1who are,

Or xvho in ages Jlill to come 
Shall rife of all the Sons of Eome,
To thee Catullus grateful fends 
His warmefl thanks,  and recommends 
His humble nuife,  as much below 
AU other Poets be,  as Thou
AH other Patrons doji excels . ' . ■

In poxx>er of words and Jpeaking well * 7 .

But Poetry was the amufement only, and relief 
of his other ftudies : Eloquence was his diftin- 
guiihing talent, his fovereign attribute: to this he 
devoted all the faculties of his foul, and attained 
to a degree of perfe&ion in it, that no mortal 
ever furpaffed: fo that as a polite Hiilorian ob- 
ferves, Rome had but few Orators before him, 
'Whom it could praife; none whom it could

X z



admire” . Demofthenes was the pattern, by which 
he formed himfelf; whom he emulated with fuch 
fuccefs, as to merit, what St. Jerom calls that 
beautiful eloge: Demofthenes has fnatched from 
thee the glory of being the firft; thou from 
Demofthenes, that of being the only Orator” * 
The genius, the capacity, the ftyle and manner 
of them both were much the fam e; their elo
quence of that great, fublime and comprehenfive 
kind, which dignified every fubjed, and gave it 
all the force and beauty of which it was capable: 
it was that roundnefs of fpeaking, as the ancients 
call it , where there was nothing either redundant 
or deficient; nothing either to be added or re
trenched; their perfedions were in all points fo 
tranfcendent, and yet fo fimilar, that the Critics 
are not agreed on which fide to give the preference: 
Quintilian indeed, the moft judicious of them, 
has given it on the whole to Cicero: but if, as 
others have thought, Cicero had not all the nerves, 
the energy, or, as he himfelf calls it, the thunder 
of Demofthenes; he excelled him in the copiouf- 
nefs and elegance of his didion, the variety of 
his fentiments; and above all, in the vivacity of 
his wit, andfmartnefs of his raillery; Deimofthenes 
had nothing jocofe or facetious in him; yet by 
attempting fometimes to jeft, fhowed, that the 
thing itfelf did not difpleafe, but did not belong 
to him: for, as Longinus fays, whenever he af- 
feded to be pleafant, he made himfelf ridiculous; 
and if he happened to raife a laugh, it was chiefly 
upon himfelf. Whereas Cicero, from a perpetual
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fund of wit and ridicule, had the power always 
to pleafe, when he found himfelf unable to con* 
vince; and could put his Judges into good humor, 
when he had caufe to be afraid of their feverity; 
fo that by the opportunity of a well-timedjoke, 
he is faid to have preferved many of his Clients 
from manifeft ruin,0.

Yet in all this height and fame of his elo
quence , there was another fet of Orators at the 
fame time in Rom e; men of parts and learning, 
and of the firft quality; w ho, while they ac
knowledged the fuperiority of his genius, yet 
cenfured his didion, as not truly Attic or claf- 
fical: fome calling it loofe and languid; others 
tumid and exuberant Thefe men affeded a 
minute and failidious corrednefs, pointed fen- 
tences, ihort and concife periods, without a fylia
ble to fpare in them; as if the perfedion of 
Oratory confifted in a frugality of words, and in 
crowding our fentiments into the narroweft conu 
pafs*\ The chief Patrons of this tafte were, 
M . Brutus, Licinius, C alvus, Afinius Pollio 
and Salluft; whom Seneca feems to treat, as the 
author of the obfcure, abrupt, and fententious 
ftyle 5\ Cicero often ridicules the pretenders to 
Attic elegance; as judging of eloquence, not by 
the force of the art, but their own weaknefs; 
and refolving to decry what they could not attain; 
and to admire nothing, but what they could imi
tate54: and though their way of fpeaking, hefays, 
might pleafe the ear of a critic or a fcholar, yet 
it was not of that fublime and fonorous kind,
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whofe end was not only to inftrud;, but to move 
an audience: an eloquence, born for the multi
tude; whofe merit was always Ihown by its effedts, 
of exciting admiration, and extorting ihouts of 
applaufe; and on which there never was any dif
ference of judgment between the learned and the 
populace,s.

Th is was the genuine eloquence, that prevail
ed in Rome as long as Cicero lived : his were 
the only fpeeehes that were rdiihed or admired 
by the C ity; while thofe Attic orators, as they 
called rhemfelves, were generally defpifed and 
frequently deferred by the audience in the midft of 
their harangues 96 . But after Ciceros death 
and the ruin of the Republic, the Roman orato
ry funk of courfe with its liberty, and a falfe 
fpecies univerfally prevailed; when inftead of 
that *elate, ~ copious, and flowing eloquence, 
which launched out freely into every fubjedt, 
there fucceeded a guarded . dry, fententious kind; 
full of labored turns and ftudied points; and 
proper only for the occafion on which it was 
employed; the making panegyrics, and fervile 
compliments to their Tyrants. This change of 
ftyle may be obferved in all their writers from 
Cicero’s time to the younger Pliny, who car
ried it to its utmoft perfection in his celebrated 
Panegyric on the Emperor Trajan: which, as it 
is jufUy admired for the elegance of di&ion , the 
beauty of fentiments, and the delicacy of its 
compliments, fo is become in a manner the 
ftandard of fine fpeaking to modern times;
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where it is common to hear the pretenders to 
Criticifm defcanting on the tedious length and 
fpiritlefs exuberance of the Ciceronian periods. 
But the fuperiority of Ciceros eloquence, as it 
was acknowledged by the politeft age of free 
Rom e; fo it has received the moft. authentic con
firmation, that the nature of things can admit, 
from the concurrent fenfe of nations; which, 
negleding the productions of his rivals and con
temporaries , have preferved to us his ineftima- 
ble remains, as a fpecimen of the moft perfect 
manner of fpeaking, to which the language of 
mortals can be exalted: fo that, as Quintilian 
declared of him even in that early age, he has 
acquired fuch fame with pofterity, that Cicero 
is not reckoned fo much the name of a man, as 
of eloquence itfelf,7 .

But we have hitherto been confidering chiefly 
the exterior part of Cicero’s character, and (hall 
now attempt to penetrate the recedes of his mind, 
and difcover the real fource and principle of his 
actions, from a view of that philofophy, which 
he profeffed to fo llow , as the general rule of hts 
life. T h is , as he often declares, was drawn 
from the Academic fecit; which derived its origin 
from Socrates, and its name from a celebrated 
Gymnafium, or place of exercife in the fuburbs 
of Athens, called the Academy ; where the pro- 
feffors of that fchool ufed to hold their leCtures 
and philofophical difputations**.

Socrates was the firft who baniflied Fhyfics out 
of Philofophy, which till his time had been tliQ
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foie objed of it; and drew- it off from the obfcnre 
and intricate inquiries into nature, and the con- 
flitution of the heavenly bodies, to queftions of 
morality; of more immediate ufe and importance 
to the happinefs of man; concerning the true 
notions of virtue and vice, and the natural differ
ence of good and ill** - and as he found the 
world generally prepoflefled with falfe notions on 
thofe fubjedts, fo his method was not to affert 
any opinion of his ow n , but to refute the opi
nions of others, and attack the errors in vogue: 
as the firft ftep towards preparing men for the 
reception of truth, or what came the neareft to it, 
probability ,0<\ While hehimfelf therefore profeffed 
to know nothing, he ufed to lift out the fevera) doc
trines of all the pretenders to faience; and then 
teafe them with a feries of queftions fo contrived, 
as to reduce them , by the courfe of their 
anfwers, to an evident ahfnrdity, and the im- 
poffibility of defending what they had at firft 
affirmed I0\

But Plato did not ftridly adhere to the method 
of his mafter Socrates; and his followers wholly 
deferted i t : for inftead of the Socratic modefty of 
affirming nothing, and examining every thing, 
they turned Philofophy, as it were, into an art; 
and formed a fyftem of opinions, which they 
delivered to their difciples, as the peculiar tenets 
of their fe<ft,0\  Plato's Nephew, Speufippus , 
who was left the heir of his fchool, continued 
his le&ures, as his fucceffors alfo did, in the 
Academy, and preferved the name of Academics $
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whilfl Ariftotle, the moil eminent of Plato’s fcho- 
lars, retired to another Gymnafium, called the 
Lyceum ; where from a cuftom which he and his 
followers obferved, of teaching and difputing as 
they walked in the Porticoes of the place * they 
obtained the name of Peripatetics, or the walk
ing Philofophers. Thefe two fedts though differing 
in name, agreed generally in things, or in all 
the principal points of their philofophy: they 
placed the chief happinefs of man in virtue n 
with a competency of external goods; taught 
the exiftence of a G o d , a Providence, the im
mortality of the foul, and a future ftate of rewards 
and punifhments 10\

This was the ftate of the Academic fchool 
under five fucceffive mailers, who governed it 
after Plato ; Speufippus, Xenocrates, Polemo , 
Crates, Crantor; till Arcefilas the fixth difcarded 
at once all the fyftems of his Predeceffors, and 
revived the Socratic w ay, of affirming nothing, 
doubting of all things, and expofing the vanity 
of the reigning opinionsI0\  He alledged the 
neceffity of making this reformation, from that 
obfcurity of things, which had reduced Socrates 
and all the Ancients before him, to a confef- 
fion of their ignorance : he obferved, as they 
had all likewife done, that the fenfes were nar
row , reafon infirm, life fhort, truth immerfed 
in the deep, opinion and cuftom every where pre
dominant; and all things involved in darknefs10'. 
He taught therefore, “  That there was no certain

Knowledge or perception of any thing in



« nature; nor any infallible criterion of truth and 
cc falfehood ; that nothing was fo deteftable as 
<c raihnefs ; nothing fo fcandalous to a Philofo- 
« pher, as to profefs, what was either falfe or 
<c unknown to him ; that we ought to afTert no- 
^ thing dogmatically ; but in all cafes fufpend 
<c our afient; and inftead of pretending to certain- 
K ty , content ourfelves with opinion, grounded 
C£ on probability; which was all that a rational

mind had to acquiefce in .”  This was called 
the new Academy, in diftindion from the Pla
tonic, or the Old : which maintained its credit down 
to Cicero’s time, by a fuccefiion of able Mailers ; 
the chief of whom was Carncadcs , the fourth 
from Arcefilas; who carried it to its utmoil height 
of glory and is greatly celebrated by antiquity 
for the vivacity of his wit and force of his 
eloquence

W e tnuft not, however, imagine, that thefe 
Academics continued doubting and fluduating all 
their lives in fcepticifm and irrefolution, without 
any precife opinions or fettled principle of judg
ing and ailing107: no; their rule was as certain 
and confiftent as that of any other fe d ; as it is 
frequently explained by Cicero in many parts of 
his works. tc We are not of that fort, ” fays he,
<c whofe mind is perpetually wandering in error,
** without any particular end or objed of its pur- 
cc fuit: for what would fuch a mind, or fuch a 
“  life indeed be worth, which had no determin- 
** ate rule or method of thinking and ad in g?
? But the difference between us and the reft isa



“  that whereas they call fome things certain, and 
44 others uncertain, we call the one probable, the 
“  other improbable. For what reafon then ihould 
“  not I purfue the probable, rejed the contrary, 
“  and declining the arrogance of affirming, avoid 
“  the imputation of rafhnefs; which of all things 
“  is the fartheft removed from wifdom I,# ? 
“  A gain ; we do not pretend to fay, that there 
“  is no fuch thing as truth ; but that all truths 
“  have fome falfhoods annexed to them, of fo 
“  near a refemblance and fimilitude, as to af* 
“  ford no certain note of difti'ndion, whereby 
*  to determine our judgment and affent : 
“  whence it follows alfo of courfe, that there 
“  are many things probable ; which, though not 
“  perfedly comprehended, yet on account of 
“  their attractive and fpecious appearance, are 
“  fufficient to govern the life of a wife man Ja9. 
In another place, “  there is no difference, ” fays 
he “  between us and thofe who pretend to know 
“  things, but that they never doubt of the 
“  truth of what they maintain; whereas we 
“  have many Probabilities, which we readily 
“  embrace, but dare not affirm. By this we 
“  preferve our judgment free and unprejudi- 
“  ced, and are under no neceflity of defending 
“  what is prefcribed and enjoined to us: whereas 
“  in the other feds, men are tied down to cer- 
“  tain dodrines , before they are capable of 
“  judging what is the beft ; and in the molt 
“  infirm part, of life, drawn either by the au- 
<c thority of a friend, or charmed with the firft
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*c mailer whom they happen to hear, they form 
cc a judgment of things unknown to them ; 
ec and to whatever fchool they chance to be 
cc driven by the tide, cleave to it as fail as 
“  the Oyfter to the rock l,#. ”

Thus the Academy held the proper medium 
between the rigor of the Stoic and the indifference 
of the Sceptic: the Stoics embraced all their doc
trines, as fo many fixed and immutable truths, from 
which it was infamous to depart; and by making 
this their ppint of honor, held all their difciples 
in an inviolable attachment to them. The fceptics 
on the other hand, obferved a perfed neutrality 
towards all opinions ; maintaining all of them to 
be equally uncertain; and that we could not affirm 
of any thing, that it was this or that, fince there 
was as much reafon to take it for the one as for 
the other, or for neither of them; and wholly 
indifferent which of them we thought it to be: 
thus they lived, without ever engaging themfelves 
on any fide of a queflion ; directing their lives in 
the mean time by natural affedions, and the laws 
and cuftoms of their country But the Acade
mics , by adopting the probable inflead of the 
certain, kept the balance in an equal poife between 
the two extremes; making it their general princi
ple, to obferve a moderation in all their opinions; 
and, as Plutarch, who was one of them, tells 
us , paying a great regard always to that old 
maxim;
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As this fchool then was in no particular oppofi- 
tion to a n y , but an equal adverfary to a ll , or 
rather to dogmatical Philofophy in general, fo 
every other fed, next to itfdf, readily gave it the 
preference to the reft: which univerfal conceflion 
of the fecond place is commonly thought to infer 
a right to the firft“1 : and if we refled on the 
ftate of ,the Heathen world , and what they them- 
felves fo often complain of , the darknefs that 
furrounded them, and the infinite diffenfions o f 
the beft and wifeft on the fundamental queftions 
of religion and morality we muft neceflarily 
allow, that the Academic manner o f philofophiz- 
ing was of all others the moft rational, and modeft, 
and the beft adapted to the difcovery of truth, 
whofe peculiar charader it was to encourage 
inquiry; to lift every queftion to the bottom; to 
try the force of every argument, till it had found 
its real moment, or the precife quantity of its 
w eight“ *. This it was that induced Cicero, in 
his advanced life and ripened judgment, to defert 
the old Academy, and declare for the new; 
when from a long experience of the vanity of 
thofe feds, who called themfelves the proprietors 
of truth, and the foie guides of life , and through 
a defpair of finding any thing certain, he was 
glad, after all his pains, to take up with the 
probable 11 But the genius and general charader 
of both the Academies was in fome meafure ftill 
the fame: for the old, though it profeffed to teach 
a peculiar fyftem ofdodrines, yet was ever diffident
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and cautious of affirming; and the new only the 
more fcrupulous and fcepticai of the tw o; this 
appears from the writings of Plato, the fir ft Mafxer 
of the old; in which, as Cicero obferves, nothing 
is abfolutely affirmed, nothing delivered for certain, 
but all things freely inquired into, and both fides 
of the queftion impartially difcuifid II7. Y et there 
was another reafon that recommended this Philo- 
fophy in a peculiar manner to Cicero; its being, 
of all others, the beft fuited to the profeflion of 
an Orator: fince by its practice of difputing for 
and againft every opinion of the other fed s' it 
gave him the beft opportunity of perfeding his 
oratorical faculty, and acquiring a habit of (peak
ing readily upon all fubjeds. fie  calls it therefore 
the parent of elegance and copioufneis ; and de
clares, that he owed all the fame of his eloquence, 
not to the mechanic rules of the Rhetoricians, 
but to the enlarged and generous principles of the 
Academy 11 *.

This fchool, however, was almoft deferted in 
Greece, and had but few difciples at Rome, when 
Cicero undertook its patronage, and endeavoured 
to revive its drooping credit. The reafon is obvi
ous: it impofed a hard talk upon its fcholars, o f 
difputing againft every fed, and on every queftion 
in Philofophy; and if it was difficult, as Cicero 
fays, to be mailer of any one, how much more 
of them all ? which was incumbent on thofe who 
profefled themfelves Academics No wonder 
then that it loft ground every where, in proportion
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as eafe and luxury prevailed ; which naturally 
difpofed people to the dodrine of Epicurus : in 
relation-to which, there is a fmart faying recorded 
of Arcefilas; who being aiked, why fo many of 
all feds went over to the Epicureans, but none 
ever came back from them , replied, that men 
might be made Eunuchs, but Eunuchs could never 
become men againiao.

This general view of Cicero’s Philofophy, will 
help us to account in fome meafure, for that diffi
culty which people frequently complain o f, in 
difeovering his real fentiments; as well as for the 
miftakes which they are apt to fall into in that 
fearch : fince it was the diftinguifhing principle of 
the Academy, to refute the opinions of others, 
rather than declare any of their own. Y et the chief 
difficulty does not lie here: for Cicero was not 
fcrupulous on that head, nor affeded any obfeurity 
In the delivery of his thoughts, when it was his 
bufinefs to explain them: but it is the variety 
and different charader of his feveral writings, that 
perplexes the generality of his readers: for where- 
ever they dip into his w orks, they are apt to 
fancy themfelves poffeffed of his fentiments , and 
to quote them indifferently as fuch, whether from 
his Orations, his Dialogues, or his Letters, with
out attending to the peculiar nature of the work, 
or the different perfon that he aifumes in it.

His orations are generally of the judicial kind; 
or the pleadings of an Advocate, whofe bufmefs 
it was to make the beft of his caufe; and to deliver, 
not fo much what was true, as what was ufeful to
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his Client; the patronage of truth belonging in 
fuch cafes to the Judge, .and not to the pleader 14\ 
It would be abfurd therefore to require a fcrupu- 
lous veracity, or ilridt declaration of his fentiments 
in them : the thing does not admit of it; and he 
himfelf forbids us to expedt it; and in one of 
thofe orations frankly declares the true nature of 
them all — “  that man, 9y fays he, cc is much 
“  miftaken, who thinks, that in thefe judicial 
“  pleadings, he has an authentic fpecimen of our 
cc opinions : they are the fpeeches of the caufes 
“  and the times; not of the men, or the advo- 
ic cates: if the caufes could fpeak for themfelves, 
“  no body would employ an orator: but we are 
* employed to fpeak, not what we would under- 
“  take to affirm upon our authority, but what i$ 
“  fuggefted by the caufe and the thing itfelf 
Agreeably to this notion, Quintilian tells us, “ that 
“  thofe who are truly wife, and have fpent their 
cc time in public affairs, and not in idle difputes, 
“  though they have refolved with themfelves to 
“  be ftridlly honefl in all their adtions , yet will 
“  not fcruple to ufe every argument, that can be 
a of fervice to the caufe, which they have under- 
“  taken to defend I4\ ” In his orations therefore, 
where we often meet with the fentenccs and maxims 
of philofophy, we cannot always take them for his 
own, but as topics applied to move his audience, 
or to add an air of gravity and probability to his 
fpeech ,1+.

His Letters indeed to familiar friends, and ef- 
pecially thofe to Atticus, place the real man before

us,
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us, and lay open his very heart : yet in thefe fome 
diftindion muft neceffarily be obferved; for in 
Letters of compliment * condolence, or recom
mendation, or where he is foliciting any point o f 
importance, he adapts his arguments to the oc- 
cafion ; and ufes fuch as would induce his friencf 
the mod readily to grant what he defired. But as 
his Letters in general feldom touch upon any 
queftions of philofophy, except ilightly and in
cidentally , fo they will afford very little help to 
us in the difeovery of his philofophical opinions; 
which are the fubjed o f the prefent inquiry, and 
for which we mud wholly recur to his philo
fophical works.

Now the general purpofe of thefe works was* 
to give a hiftory rather of the ancient philofophy, 
than any account of his own , and to explain to 
his fellow - citizens in their own language , what
ever the philofophers of all feds, and in all ages* 
had taught on every important queftion, in order, 
to enlarge their minds, and reform their morals; 
and to employ himfelf the mod ufefully to his 
country, at a time when armband a fuperior force 
had deprived him of the power of ferving it iti 
any other way I1S. This he declares in his treatife 
called de Finibus, or on the chief good or ill of 
man ; in that upon the Nature of the Gods ; in 
his Tufculan Difputations ; and in his book on 
the Academic Philofophy : in all Which he fome- 
times takes upon himfelf the part of a Stoic ; fome- 
times of an Epicurean ; fometimes of the Peripatetic; 
for the fake of explaining with more authority the 
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different dodrines of each fed: ; and as he affumes 
the perfon of the one, to confute the other, fo 
in his proper charader of an Academic, he fome- 
times difputes againft them all : while the unwary 
reader, not refleding on the nature of dialogues, 
!takes Cicero ftili for the perpetual fpeaker : and 
under that miftake * often quotes a fentiment for 
his , that was delivered by him only in order to 
be confuted. But in thcfe dialogues, as in all his 
other works , wherever he treats any fubjed 
profeffedly, or gives a judgment upon it deli
berately, either in his own perfon, or that of an 
Acadenric, there he delivers his own opinions: 
and where he himfelf does not appear in the 
fcene, he takes care ufually to inform u s, to 
which of the charaders he has affigned the pa
tronage of his; own fentiments : who was gene
rally the principal fpeaker of the Dialogue ; as 
Craffus, in his treatife on the Orator ; Scipio, 
in that on the Republic; C ato , in his piece on 
old age. This key will let us into his real 
thoughts; and enable us to trace his genuine no
tions through every part of his writings; from 
which I fhall now proceed to give a ihort abftrad 
of them.

As to Phyfics, or natural philofophy, he feems 
to have had the fame notion with Socrates , that 
a minute and particular attention to it , and the 
making it the foie end and objed of our inquiries, 
was a ftudy rather curious than profitable, and 
contributing but little to the improvement of 
human life liff. For though he was perfedly
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acquainted with the various fyftems of all the Phi* 
lofophers o f any name, from the earlieft Ainiquity* 
and has explained them all in his works ; yet he 
did not think it worth while , either to form any 
diftind: opinions of his ownt or at leaft to declarp 
them From his account, however, of thofe fyftems 
we may obferve , that feveral of the fundamental 
principles b f the modern philofophy, which pafs 
for the original difcoveries of thefe later times, 
are the revival rather of ancient notions, 
maintained by fome of the firft Philofophers , of 
whom we have any notice in Hiftory ; as the motion 
o f the earth * the Antipodes; a Vacuum ; and an 
univerfa! gravitation , or attradivc quality of mat
ter ; which holds the world in ! its prefent form 
and order x%f.

But in all the great points of religion and mo
rality , which are of more immediate relation to 
the happinefs of man, the Being of a G od ; a 
Providence; the immortality of the foul; a future 
date of rewards and punifhments; and the eternal 
difference of good and ill ; he has largely and 
clearly declared his mind in many parts of his 
writings. He maintained, that there was one 
G o d , or fupreme Being ; incorporeal, eternal, 
felf-exiftent; who created the world by his power, 
and fuftained it by his providence. This he in
ferred from the confent of all nations ; the order 
and beauty of the heavenly bodies; the evident 
marks of counfel, wifdom, and a fitnefs to certain 
ends, obfervable in the w hole, and in every part 
©f the vifible world ; and declares that perfon
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unworthy of the name of man, who can believe 
all this to have been made by jch^nce ; when with 
the utmed ftretch of human wifdom we cannot 
penetrate the depth of that wifdom which con
trived i t ,1#.

He believed alfo a divine Providence condantly 
prefiding over the whole fydem , and extending 
its care to all the principal members of i t , with a 
peculiar attention to the condud and adions of 
men ; but leaving the minute and inferior parts 
to the courfe of his general laws. This he col
lected from the nature and attributes of the D eity; 
his omnifcieiice, omniprefence, and infinite good* 
nefs ; that could never defert or negled what he 
had once produced into being : and declares that 
without this belief there could be no fuch thing as. 
piety or religion in the world

He held likewife the immortality of the foul, 
and its feparate exidence after death in a date of 
happinefs or mifery. This he inferred from that, 
ardent third of immortality, which was always, 
the mod confpicuous in the bed and mod exalted 
minds; from which the trued fpecimen of their 
nature mud needs be drawn; from its unmixed, 
and indivisible cffence; which had nothing fepar* 
able or periihable in it : from its wonderful powers... 
and faculties; its principle of felf*motion; its, 
memory, invention, w it, comprehenfion, which 
were all incompatible with fluggifh matter11*.

The Stoics fancied that the Soul was a fubtil- 
ized , fiery fubdance , which furvived the body 
after death, and lubfided a long time, yet not,
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eternally ; but was to periffi at laft in the general 
Conflagration. In which they allowed, as Gicerd 
fays, the only thing that was hard to con* iv e j 
its feparate exiftence from the body; yet ..nied 
what was not only eafy to imagine, but a coni 
fequence of the other, its eternal duration UY  
Ariftotle taught, that befides the four elements of 
the material world , whence all other things were 
fuppofed to draw their being, there was a fifth 
effence or nature, peculiar to God and the Soul, 
which had nothing in it that was common to 
any of the reft-**1. This opinion Cicero followed* 
and illu ft rated with his ufual perfpicuity in the 
following paifage.

cc The origin of the human fo u l,” fays he, “ is*
“  not to be found any where on earth; there is 
“  nothing m ixed, concrete, or earthly; nothing- 
“  o f water, air, or fire in i t  For thefc natures are not 
“  fufceptible of memory, intelligence or thought;
“  have nothing that can retain the paft, forefee the 
“ future, lay hold on the prefent; which faculties 
“  are purely divine, and could not poflibly be de- 
“  rived to man, except from God. The nature of the - 
“ foul therefore is of a Angular kind; diftin<3 from 
“  thefe known and obvious natures: and whatever 
“  it be that feels and taftes, that lives and moves 
“  in us , it muft be heavenly and divine, and 
“  for that reafon eternal. Nor is God indeed him- 
“  felf, whofe exiftence we clearly difeover, to bb 
“  comprehended by us in any other manner , but 
“  as a free and pure mind , clear from all mortal 
“  concretion; obfcrving and moving all thingsj
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'« and indued with an eternal principle of felt 
4t motion : of this kind , and of Ither fame nature 
44 is the human fou l1**.]'

to a future ftate of rewards and punjlhments, 
he con fide red it as a confequence of the foul's im
mortality ; . deduciblerfrom the attributes of God, 
iand the condition of man’s life, on earth ; and 
thought it fo highly probable , that we could 
hardly doubt of it, he fays, unlefsijt .ihould hap
pen to our minds when they look into them- 
felves  ̂ as it does to! four eyes , when they look 
too intenfeiy at the fun,-that finding; their fight 
dazzled, ,they give over looking at all ,l4w In this 
opinion he followed Socrates and P lato , for 
whofe judgment he' profefles fo great a reverence, 
that if they had given no reafons, where yet they 
had given many , he ihould have been perfuaded, 
he; fays, by their foie;: authority ,M. Socrates 
therefore , as he tells us, declared in his dying 
fpeech, 44 that there were two ways appointed to 
44 human fouls at their departure from the body ; 
44 that thofe who had been immerfed in fenfual 
44 ipiealures and lulls, and had polluted themfelves 
44 with private vices or public crimes againft their 
44 country , took an obfcure and devious road, 
44 remote from the feat and affembly of the Gods; 
44 whilft thofe who had preferved their integrity, 
44 and received little or no contagion from 
44 the body, from which they had conftantly 
<4i abftraded themfelves, and in the bodies of men 
44 imitated the life of the G ods, bad an eafy afcent 
*e lying open before them to thofe Gods,, from 
u whom they derived their being li\ ”
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From what has already been faid , the reader 
will eafily imagine what Cicero's opinion mufb 
have been concerning the Religion of his country *. 
for a mind enlightened by, the noble principles 
juft ftated, could not poffibly harbour a thought 
o f the truth or divinity of fo abfurd a worihip : 
and the liberty, which not only he, but all the 
old writers take, in ridiculing the characters of 
their G ods, and the fidions of their infernal tor
ments 1 ,7 , ihows, that there was not a man of 
liberal education, who did not confider it: as an 
engine of ftate, or political fyftem, contrived 
for the ufes of government, and to keep the peo
ple in order: in this light* Cicero always cpm~ 
mends it , as a wife inftitution, fmgularly adapt
ed to the genius of Rom e; and conftantly incut»' 
cates an adherence to its rites, as the duty-of all 
good Citizens 11 1 .

Their religion coniifted of two principal branch
es ; the obfervation of the Aufpices , and the 
worfhip of the Gods: the firft w as inftituted by 
Rom ulus; the fecond by his fucceffor, Numa; 
who drew up a ritual, or order of ceremonies to 
be obferved in the different facrifices of their fe- 
yeral Deities: to thefe- a third part was after
wards added, relating to divine admonitions from 
portents; monftrous births; the entrails of beafts 
in facrifice; and the prophecies of the Sybils IS*. 
The College of Augurs prelided over the Aufpices, 
as the fupreme interpreters of the will of Jo ve ; 
and determined what figns were propitious, and 
what not: the other Priefts were the Judge$ o f
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all the other cafes relating to Religion; as well of 
what concerned the public worihi|>, as that of 
private families I4\

N ow  the Priefts of all denominations were of the 
firft nobility of Rome; and the Augurs cfpecially 
were commonly Senators of Confular rank, who 
had palled through all the dignities of the Repuh- 
lie , and by their power over the Aufpices, 
could put an immediate flop to all proceedings , 
and dilTolve at once all the aflemblies of the people 
convened for public bufinefs. The interpretation 
of the Sybil’s Prophecies was veiled in the Decem- 

- v ir i, or guardians of the * Sybilline books ; ten 
perfons of diftinguifhed rank chofen :ufually from 
the Priefts; and the Province* of interpreting'pro
digies, and infpeCting the entrails , belonged to 
the Harufpices ; who were the fervants of the 
public, hired to attend the Magiftrates in all their 
facrifices; and who never failed to accommodate 
their anfwers to the views of thofe who employed 
them, and to whofe protection they owed their 
credit and their livelihood.

This conftitution of a religion among a people 
naturally fuperftitious, neceffarily threw the chief 
influence in affairs into the hands of the Senate, 
and the better fort; who by this advantage fre
quently checked the violences of the populace, 
and the factious attempts of the Tribunes I4t: fo 
that it is perpetually applauded by Cicero, as the 
main bulwark of the Republic; though confidered 
all the >vhile by men of fenfe, as merely political , 
and of human inyentipn. The only: part that
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admitted any difpute concerning its origin, was 
Augury, or their method of divining by Aufpices. 
The Stoics held, that G o d , out of his goodnefs 
to man , had imprinted on the nature of things 
certain marks or notices of future events; as on 
the entrails of beads, the flight of birds, thunder, 
and other celedial figns, which, by long obferva- 
tion, and the experience of ages, were reduced 
toan^art,by which the meaning of each fignmight 
be determined, and applied to the event that was 
fignified by it. This they called artificial Divina«* 
tion, in diftindion from the natural; which they 
fuppofed to flow from an indind or native power, 
implanted in the foul, which it exerted always with 
the greated efficacy , when it was the mod free 
and difengaged from the body, as in dreams and 
madnefs MV But this notice was generally ridi
culed by the other Philofophers ; and of all the 
College of Augurs , there was but one at this 
time who maintained it , Appius Claudius; who 
was laughed at for his pains by the red, and 
called the Piiidian 141: it occafioned, however, a 
fmart controverfy between him and his Colleague 
Marcellus , who feverally published books on 
each fide of the quedion; wherein Marcellus 
afferted the whole affair to be the contrivance of 
Statefmen; Appius on the contrary, that there 
was a real art and power of divining, fubfidilg * 
in the Augural difcipline , and taught by ftie 
Augural books l4\  Appius dedicated this treatife 
to Cicero I+*: w ho, though he preferred Marcel- 
Jus’s nption, yet did not wholly agree yfith either,



but believed, that Augury might probably be 
inftituted at firft upon a perfuafion of its divi
nity; and when, by the improvement of arts and 
learning, that opinion was exploded in fucceeding* 
ages, yet the thing itfelf was wifely retained for 
the fake of its ufe to the Republic t+i.

But whatever was the origin of the Religion 
of Rome, Cicero’s Religion was undoubtedly of 
heavenly extraflion; built, as we have feen, on 
the foundation of a G od; a Providence; an im
mortality. He considered this fhort period of 
our life on earth as a date of trial, or a kind of 
fchool; in which we were to improve and pre
pare ourfelves for that eternity of exidence, 
which was provided for us hereafter; that we 
were placed therefore here by the Creator, not 
fo much to inhabit the earth, as to contemplate 
the heavens; on which were imprinted in legible 
chava&crs all the duties of that nature, which 
was given to us. He obferved , that this fpe&acle 
belonged to no other Animal but man ; to whom, 
God , for that reafon, had given an eredl and 
upright form ; with eyes not prone or fixed upon 
the ground, like thofe of other animals, but pla
ced on high and fubtime, in a fituation the mod 
proper for this celeitial contemplation; to remind 
h^i perpetually of his talk, and to acquaint him 
with the place from which he fprung, and for 
:wfiich he was finally defigned ,f7. He took the 
fyftem of the world, or the vifible works of G od, 
to be the Promulgation o f God’s law , or the 
declaration of his will to mankind; •whence, as
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Vrc might colled: his Being, nature, and attri
butes, fo we could trace the reafons alfo and 
motives of his ading; till by obferving what he 
had done, we might learn what we ought to do, 
and by the operations of the divine reafon, be 
inftruded how to perfgd our own ; fince the 
perfedion of man conMed in the imitation of 
God. \

From this fource he deduced the origin of all 
duty , or moral'obligation ; from the will of G od, 
manifefted in his works; or frdrh that eternal 
teafon, fitnefs, and relation ;of things, which is 
difplayed in every part of the creation. This he 
calls the original, immutable law ; the criterion 
of good and ill; of juft and unjuft; imprinted on 
the nature of things, as the rule by which all 
human laws are to be formed ; which, when
ever they deviate from this pattern, ought, he 
fays, to be called any thing rather than laws; 
and are in effed nothing but ads of force, vio
lence and tyranny: that to imagine the diftinc- 
tion of good and ill not to be founded in nature, 
but in cuftom, opinion, or human inftitution, is 
mere folly and madnefs; which would overthrow 
all fociety, and confound all right and juftice 
amongft men 14#: that this was the conftant opi
nion of the wifeft of all ages; who held, that the 
mind of God governing all things by eternal 
reafon, was the principal and fovereign law; whofe 
fubftitute on earth was the reafon or mind of the 
w ife : to which purpofe there are many ftrong and 
beautiful paffages fcattered occafionally through 
every part of his works I4\
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*  The true law fays he, ce is right reafon^ 
“  conformable to the nature of things; conflant, 
“  eternal, difFufed through a ll; which calls us to 
“  duty by commanding , deters us from (in by 
“  forbidding; which never lofes its influence with 
“  the good; nor ever prejgjrves it with the wicked. 
<c This cannot poffibly/ be over* ruled by any 
cc other law ; nor abrogated in the whole or in 
“  part: nor can we be abfolved from it either by 
“  the Senate or the people: nor are we to feek 
“  any other comment or interpreter of it , but 
cc itfe lf: nor can there be one law at Rom e, 
“  another at Athens; one n o w , another hereafter; 
“  but the fame eternal immutable la w , comprehends 
“  all nations, at all times under one common 
“  Mafter and Governor of a ll, God. He is the 
“  inventor, propounder, ena&or of this law : and 
“  whofoever will not obey it , mud firft renounce 
“  himfelf, and throw off the nature of man : by 
“  doing which , he will fuffer the greateft pu* 
“  niihment though he fliould efcape all the other 
“  torments, which are commonly believed to be 
“  prepared for the wicked . v

In another place he tells us, that the ftudy of, 
this law was the only thing which could teach us 
that moil important of all leffons , faid to be 
prescribed by the Pythian Oracle , to know our* 
felves ; that is, to know our true nature and rank 
in the univerfal fyftem ; the relation that we bear 
to all other things ; and the purpofes for which 
we were' fent into the world. “  When a man, * 
fays h e , “  has attentively furveyed the heavens,
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cc the earth , the fea, and all things in them $ 
ct obferved whence they fprung , and whither 

they all tend ; when and how they are to end; 
what part is mortal and periihable, what divine 

<c and eternal : when he has almoft reached and 
<c touched, as it were, the governor and ruler of 
Cl them all , and difeovered himfelf not to be 
cc confined to the walls of any certain place, but a 
“  citizen of the w orld, as of one common City ; 
cc in this magnificent view of things *, in this 
<c enlarged profped and knowledge of nature; # 

good Gods, how will he learn to know himfelf? 
u How will he contemn , defpife, and fet at nought 
<e all thofe things, which the vulgar eileem the moil 

fplendid and glorious 151 ? ”
Thefe were the principles on which Cicero 

built his religion and morality , which fhine indeed 
through all his writings, but were largely and 
explicitly illuftrated by him in his treadles on 
Government, and on Laws ; to which he added 
afterwards his book of Offices, to make the fcheme 
complete Volumes, w hich, as the elder Pliny* 
fays to the Emperor Titus, ought not only to be 
read , but to be got by heart The firft and 
greateft of thefe works is loft, excepting a few 
fragments , in which he had delivered his real 
thoughts fo piofeffedly , that in a Letter to Atticus, 
he calls thofe fix books on the Republic, fo many 
pledges given to his country , for the integrity of 
his life ; from which , if ever he fwerved he could 
never have the face to look into them again 
In his book of law s, he purfued the fame argument,
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and deduced the Origin of law from the will of 
the fupreme God, T ild e  two pièces therefore 
contain his belief , and the book of Offices his 
practice, where he has traced out all the duties of 
man , or a rule of life conformable to the divine 
principles , which be had eftablifhed in the other 
tw o ; to which he often refers, as to the foundation 
of his whole fyftem If\  This work was one of the 
laft that he finiihed , For the ufe of his fon , to 
whom he addreffed it ; being defirous , in the 
decline of a glorious life , to explain to him the 
maxims by which he had governed it ;  and teach 
him the way of paffing through the world with 
innocence , virtue, and true glory, to an immortality 
of happinefs : where the ftridnefs of his morals, 
adapted to all the various cafe# and circumftances 
of human life , will Serve , if not to inftrud , yet 
to reproach the pradice of moft Chriftians. This 
Was that law , which is mentioned by St, Paul, 
to be taught by nature , and written on the hearts 
of the Gentiles , to guide them through that ftate of 
ignorance and darknefs, of which they themfelves 
complained, till they (hould be bleffed with a more 
perfed revelation of the divine will : and this 
fcheme of it profeffed by Cicero , was certainly 
the moft complete that the Gentile world had 
ever been acquainted with ; the utmoft effort that 
human nature could make towards attaining its 
proper end ; or that fupreme good for which the 
Creator had defigned it : upon the contemplation 
of which fublime truths, as delivered by a Heathen, 
Erafmus could not help perfuading himfelf, that



the breaft from which they flowed muft needs 
have been infpired by the D e ity 115. *

But after all thefe glorious fentiments that we 
have been afcribinf; to Cicero , and colleiling from 
his writings, feme have been apt to confider them 
as theflouriihes rather of his eloquence , than the 
conclufions of his reafon ; fince in other parts of 
his Works he feems to intimate not only a diffidence 
but a difbelief of the immortality of the foul, and 
a future ftate of rewards and puniflunents; andt 
efpecially in his Letters, where he is fuppofed to 
declare his mind with the greateft franknefs ,SV  
But in all the paffages brought to fupport this 
objedion, where he is imagined to fpcak of death 
as the end of all things to man , as they are addrefled 
to friends in diftrefs by way of confolation , fo 
fome Commentators take them to mean nothing 
more, than that death is the end of all things here 
below , and without any farther fenfe of what is 
done upon earth : yet fhould they be underftood 
to relate, as perhaps they m ay, to an utter extin&iou 
of our being ; it muft be obferved 5 that he was 
writing in all probability to Epicureans , and 
accommodating his arguments to the men; by 
offering fuch topics of comfort to them from their 
own philofophy , as they therafelves held to be 
the mod effe&ual. But if this alfo -fhould feem 
precarious, we muft remember always, that Cicero- 
was an Academic ; and though he believed a 
future ftate, was fond of the opinion , and declares 
himfelf refolved never to part with it ; yet he 
believed it as probable only , not as certain 111 ;
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and as probability implies fome mixture of doubt, 
and admits the degrees of more and le fs, fo it 
admits alfo fome variety in the {lability of our 
perfuafion : thus in a melancholy hour, when his 
fpirits were depreffed, the fame argument would 
not appear to him with the fame force ; but doubts 
and difficulties get the afcendant, and what humored 
his prefent chagrin , find the readiefl admiffion. 
The paffages alledged were all of this kind, written 
in the feafon of his dejedion, when all things were 
going wrong with him , in the height of Csefar’s 
power ; and though we allow them to have all 
the force that they can poffibly b ear, and to 
cxprefs what Cicero really meant at that time, yet 
they prove at laft nothing more than that, 
agreeably to the charader and principles of the 
Academy, he fometimes doubted of what he gene
rally believed. But after all, whatever be thefenfe 
of them, it cannot furely be thought reafonable to 
Oppofe a few fcattered hints, accidentally thrown 
out, when he was not confidering the fubjed, to 
the volumes that he had deliberately written on 
the other fide of the queftion I5\

As to his political condud, no man was ever a 
more determined patriot , or a warmer lover of 
his country, than he: his whole charader, natural 
temper, choice of life and principles , made its 
true intereft infeparable from his own. His 
general view therefore was always one and the 
fame ; to fupport the peace and liberty of the 
Republic in that form and conflitution of it , which 
their anceftors had delivered down to them

He
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He looked upon that as r the only foundation 
on which it could be fupported ; and ufed to 
quote a verfe of old Ehmus * as the didate of 
an Oracle , which derived all the glory of Rome 
from an adherence to its ancient manners and 
difcipline*
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Moribus antiqttis flat Fes Itomana virifque I t f t .

It is one of his maxims , which he inculcates in 
his writings, that as the end of a Pilot is a prof- 
perous voyage ; of a Phyfician , the health of his 
patient; of a General, vidory ; fo that of a ftatef- 
man is, to make his Citizens happy; to make them 
firm in pow er, rich in wealth , fplendid in glory, 
eminent in virtue : which he declares to be the 
greateft and beft of all works among men : and 
as this cannot be effeded , but by the concord 
and harmony of the eonftituent members of a 
City ISi ; fo it was his co^ftant aim to unite the 
different orders of the Rate into one common 
intereft, and to infpire them with a mutual 
confidence in each other; fo as to balance the * 
fupremacy of the people , by the authority of the 
Senate; that the one ftiould enacl , but the other 
advife ; the one have the Jafl; refort, the other the 
chief influence ie\  This was the old conftittnion 
of R om e, by which it had raifed itfelf to all it s 
grandeur ; whilft all it’s misfortunes were owing 
to the contrary principle * of diftruft and diffenfion 
between thefe two rival powers: it was the great 
objed therefore of his policy, to throw the afeendant

Vol. III. Z
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in all affairs into the hands of the Senate and the 
IVTagiftrates , as far as it was confiftent with the 
rights and liberties of the people : which will 
always be the general view of the wife and honeft 
in all popular governments.

This was the principle, which he efpoufed 
from the beginning , and purfued to the end of 
his life and though in fome paffages of his 
hiftory , he may perhaps be thought to have 
deviated from i t , yet upon an impartial review of 
the cafe, we ihall find, that his end was always 
the fame * though he had changed his meafures 
of purfuing it,; when compelled to it by the vio
lence of the times , and an over-ruling force, and 
a necelfary regard to his own fafety: fo that he 
might fay with great truth what an Athenian 
Orator once faid , in excufe of his inconftancy; 
that he had adted indeed on fome occafions contrary 
to Himfelf, but never to the republic165: and here 
alfo his Academic philofophy feems to have fhowed 
it’s fuperior ufe in pradtical, as well as in fpeculative 
life ; by indulging that liberty of adting, which 
nature and reafon require; and when the times and 
things themfelves are changed, allowing a change 
of condudt, and a recourfe to new means, for the 
attainment of the fame end.

The three fedts, which at this time chiefly 
engroffed the philofophical part of Rom e, were 
the Stoic, the Epicurean , and the Academic ; and 
the chief ornaments of each w ere, C ato , Atticus 
and Cicero ; who lived together in ftridt friendihip, 
and a mutual efteem of each other’s virtue : but
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the different behaviour of thefe three , \vill fhoW 
by fad and example, the different merit of their 
feveral principles , and which of them was the beft 
adapted to promote the good of fociety.

T h6 Stoics were the bigots or enthufiafts,- iri 
philofophy; who held none to be truly wife of 
good but themfelves; placed perfect happinefs in 
virtue, though ftript of every other good ; affirmed 
all fins to be equal ; all deviations from right 
equally wicked ; to kill a dunghill.cock without 
reafon , the fame crime as to kill a parent; that a 
wife man could never forgive; never be moved 
by anger, favor , or pity ; never be deceived; never 
repent ; never change his mind ,H. With thefe 
principles Cato entered into public life ; and 
a&ed in it, as Cicero fays, as if he had lived in 
the polity of Plato, notin the dregs of Romulus1*7. 
He made no diftindtion of times or things 5 no 
allowance for the weaknefs of the Republic, and 
the power of thofe who opprefled it : it was his 
maxim , to combat all power , not built upon 
the laws ; or to defy it at leaft, if he could not 
control i t : he knew no way to his end, but the 
diredl; and whatever obftrudiions he met with, 
refolved ftiil to rufli on ; and either to furmount 
them , or periih in the attempt; taking it for a 
bafenefs and confeffion of being conquered , to 
decline a tittle from the true road. In an age therefore 
of the utmoft libertinifm , when the public difcipline 
was loft, and the government itfelf tottering, he 
ftruggled with the fame zeal againft all corruption,, 
and waged a perpetual war with a fuperior force;
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whilft the rigor of his principles tended rather to 
alienate friends , than reconcile enemies ; and by 
provoking the power , that he could not fubdue» 
helped to haften that ruin , which he was ftriving 
to avert : fo that after a perpetual courfe of 
difappointmentsand repulfes, finding himfelf unable 
to purfue his old way any farther , inftead of 
taking'a new one, he was driven by his Philofophy 
to put an end to his life.

But as the Stoics exalted human nature too high, 
fo the Epicureans depreffed it too lo w ; as thofe 
raifed it to the Heroic , thefe debated it to the 
brutal ftate: they held pleafure to be the chief 
good of man; death the extinction of his being; 
and placed their happinefs confequently in the 
fecure enjoyment of a pleafurable life : efteeming 
virtue on no other account, than as it was a 
handmaid to pleafure ; and Helped to enfure the 
poffeffion of it, by preferving health and conciliât- 
ing friends. Their wife man therefore had no 
other duty, but to provide for his own eafe ; to 
decline all ftruggles ; to retire from public affairs ; 
and to imitate the life of their Gods: by palling 
his days in a calm, contemplative, undifturbed 
repofe, in the midft of rural ihades and pleafant 
gardens. » This was the fcheme , that Atticus 
followed: he had all the talents that could qualify 
a man to be ufeful to fociety;1 great parts, learn* 
ing, judgment, candor, benevolence, generofity; 
the fame love of his country, and the fame feiitri 
ments in politics with Cicero l*9, whom he was 
always advifing and urging to ad, yet determined
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never to ad himfelf; or never at lead fo far, as 
to diflurb his eafe, or endanger his fafety. For 
though he was fo ftridly united with Cicero, and 
valued him above all men, yet he managed an 
intereft all the white with the oppofite fadion, 
and a friendihip even with his mortal enemies, 
Clodius and Antony; that he might fecure againft 
all events the grand point, which he had in view, 
the peace and tranquillity of his life. Thus two 
excellent men, by their miftaken notions of virtue, 
drawn from the principles of their philofophy, 
were made ufelefs in a manner to their country; 
each in a different extreme of life; the one always 
ading and expofing himfelf to dangers, without 
the profped of doing good ; the other , without 
attempting to do any, refolving never to ad at all.

Cicero chofe the middle way between the obfti- 
nacy of Cato, and the indolence of Atticus : he 
preferred always the readieft road to what was 
right, if it lay open to him; if not, took the 
next, that feemed likely to bring him to the fame 
end ; and in politics, as in morality, when he could 
not arrive at the true, contented himfelf with the 
probable. He oft compares the Statesman to the 
Pilot; whofe art confiils, in managing every turn 
of the winds, and applying even the moil perverfe 
to the progrefs of his voyage; fo as by changing 
his courfe, and enlarging his circuit of failing, to 
arrive with fafety, though later, at his deftiried 
port 17\  He mentions likewife an obfervation , 
which long experience had confirmed to him, that 
none of the popular and ambitious, who afpired
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to extraordinary commands, and to be leaders in 
the Republic, ever chofe to obtain their ends 
from the people, till they had firft been repulfed 
by the Senate ,7t. This was verified by all their 
civil diffenfions , from the’ Gracchi, down to 
Cxfar : fo that when he faw men of this fpirit 
at the head of the government; who , by the 
fpjendor of their lives and adions, had acquired 
an afcendant over the populace; it was his condant 
advice to the Senate, to gain them by gentle 
compliances, and to gratify their third of power 
t y  voluntary grants of it , as the beft way to , 
moderate their ambition , and reclaim them from 
defperate counfels He declared contention to be 
no longer prudent, than while it either did fervice 
or at lead no hurt; but when fadion was grown 
too drong to be withdood, that it was time to 
give over fighting; and nothing left but to extract 
fome good out of the ill, by mitigating that power 
by patience, which they could not reduce by 
force, and conciliating it, ifpoilible, to theintereds 
of the date172. This was what he advifed, and 
what he pradifed; and it will account in a great 
meafure for thofe parts of his condud, which are 
the mod liable to exception, on the account o f 
that complaifance, which he is fuppofed to have 
paid at different times to the feveral ufurpers of 
illegal power.

He made a jud didindion, between hearing what 
we cannot help, and approving what we ought to 
condemn 171; and fubmitted therefore, vet never 
contented to thofe ufurpations; and when he was
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forced to comply with them, did it always with 
a reludance, that he exprefles very keenly in his 
letters to his friends. But whenever that force was 
removed, and he was at liberty to purfue his 
principles , and ad without control , as in his 
Confulihip, in his Province, and after Caefars 
death ; the*only periods of his life, in which he 
was truly IV1 after of himfelf; there we fee him 
fhining out in his genuine charader, of an excellent 
Citizen; a great Magiftrate; a glorious Patriot : 
there we fee the man, who could declare of 
himfelf with truth, in an appeal to Atticus, as to 
the beft witnefs of his confcience, that he had 
always done the greateft fervices to his country, 
when it was in his power; or when it was not, 
had never harboured a thought of it, but what 
was divine I7\  If we muft needs compare him 
therefore with Cato, as fome writers affed to d o ; 
it is certain , that if Cato’s virtue feem more 
fplendid in theory, Cicero’s will be found fuperior 
in pradice : the one was romantic, the other 
rational; the one drawn from the refinements of 
the fchools, the other from nature and focial life; 
the one always unfuccefsful, often hurtful; the 
other always beneficial , often falutary to the 
Republic.

T o  conclude; Cicero’s death, though violent, 
cannot be called untimely; but was the proper 
end offuch a life; which muft have been rendered 
lefs glorious, if it had owed its preservation to 
Antony. It was therefore what he not only ex* 
peded, but in the circumftances, to which he
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ytas red\)ctd> \yhat be feems even to have wilhed l7'\  
For he , who before bad been timid in dangers, 
and defponding in diftiefs, yet from the time of 
Ciefar s death, rgufed by the defperate ftate of 
the Republic I7*, affumed the fortitude oi a Hero; 
djfrarc|ed all fear; defpifed all danger; apd when 
he could not free his country from a . Tyranny, 
provoked the Tyrants to tajc¿ that life, which he 
no linger cared to preferve. Thus like a great 
A dor on the ftage, he referved lumfelf as it were 
for the laft a d ; and after he had played his 
part with dignity , refolved to finifh it with 
glory.

The charader of his fon Marcus has been 
delivered down to us in a very disadvantageous 
light; for he is represented generally, both by the 
Ancients and Moderns, as flupid and vicious, and 
a proverb even of degeneracy177: yet when we 
come to inquire into the real Fate of the fad, we 
fhall find but little ground for fo fcandalous a 
tradition.

In his early youth, while he continued under 
the eye and difeipline of his Father, he gave all 
imaginable proofs both of an excellent temper and 
genius; was modeft, tradable, dutifuP; diligent 
in his ftudies, and expert in his excrcifes; fo that 
in the Pharfalic w a r, at the age of fevepteen, he 
acquired a great reputation in Pompey's camp, by 
his dexterity of riding, throwing the javelin, and 
all the other accpmpliihments of a young foldier 17\  
Not long after Pompey’s death he was fent to 
Athens, tp fpend a few years in the ftudy p£
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Philofophy and polit# letters, under Cratippus , 
the moil celebrated Philofopher of that time; for 
whom Cicero afterwards procured the freedom of 
Rome l75. Here indeed, upon his firil fally into the 
world, he was guilty of fome irregularity of conduft, 
and extravagance of expenfe, that made his Father 
uneafy; into which he was fuppofed to have been 
drawn by Gorgias, his Mailer of Rhetoric; "a 
lover of wine and pleafure ; whom Cicero for 
that reafon expoftulated with feverëly by letter, 
and difeharged from his attendance upon him. But 
the young man was foon made fenfible of his folly, 
and recalled to his duty by the remonilrances o f 
his friends, and particularly of Atticus: fo that 
his Father readily paid his debts, and enlarged his 
Allowance, which feeras to have been about feven 
hundred pounds per annum11*.

From this time, all the accounts of him from 
the principal men of the place, as well as his 
Roman friends, who had occalion to vifit Athens, 
are confiant and uniform in their praifes of him ; 
and in terms fo particular and explicit, that they 
could not proceed from mere compliment, or a 
defire of flattering Cicero as he often lignifies with 
pleafure to Atticus1*1. Thus Trebonius, as he was 
palling into A lia , writes to him from Athens; 
ic 1 came hither on the twenty-firil of May, where 
<£ I faw your fon ; and faw him, to my great joy, 
cc purfuing every thing that was good, and in 
C£ the highell credit for the modefly of his behavi- 
C£ our — do not imagine, my Cicero, that I fay 
*c this to flatter you: for. nothing can be xnorç
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« beloved than your young man is by all who 
“  are at Athens; nor more ftudious of all thofe 
a arts which you yourfelf delight in; that is, the 
cc belt. I congratulate with you therefore very 

heartily, which I can do with great truth, and 
not lels alfo with myfelf; that he, whom we 

<c were obliged to lo v e , of what temper foever he 
<e bad happened to be, proves to be fuch an one 
<c as we fhould chufe to lo ve0 1. ”

But the Son’s own Letters gave the moft folid 
comfort to his Father; as they were written not 
only with great duty and affe&ion, but with fuch 
elegance alfo and propriety, that they were fit , he 
fays, to be read to a learned audience ; and though 
in other points he might poflibly be deceived, yet 
in thefe he faw a real improvement both of his 
tafte and learningI,J. None of thefe letters are now 
extant, nor any other monument of young Cicero’s 
talents, but two Letters to T iro ; one of which I 
have chofen to tranfcribe , as the fureft fpecimen 
both of his parts and temper ; written, as we may 
imagine, to one of T iro’s rank, withouf any 
particular care, and in the utmoft familiarity, from 
his refidence at Athens, when he was about 
nineteen years old.

Cicero the Son to Tiro.

u While I was expecting every day with im- 
“  patience your mellengers from R o m e, they 
i6 came at lafl on the forty -fixth day after they 
** left you. Their arrival was extremely agree* 
*c able to me : For my Father’s moil indulgent
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*Vand affedionate letter gave me an exceeding 
“  j o y ; which was ftill highly increafed by the 
“  receipt alfo of yours: fo that inftead of being 
“  forry for my late omiflion of writing, I was 
“  rather pleafed that my filence had afforded me 
“  fo particular a proof of your humanity. It is 
“  a great pleafure therefore to m e, that you 
“  accepted my excufe fo readily. I do not 
“  doubt, my deareftT iro, but that the reports 
“  which are now brought of me give you a real 
<c fatisfadion. It lhall by my care and endeavour 
“  that this growing fame of me ihall every day 
“  come more and more confirmed to yon : and 

fince you promife to be the Trumpeter of my 
u praifes, you may venture to do it with affur- 
“  ance : for the paft errors of my youth have 
te mortified me fo fenfibly , that my mind does 
“  not only abhor the fads themfelves , but my 
“  ears cannot even endure the mention of them.

I am perfedly affured, that in all this regret 
“  and folicitude you have bern no fmall ihare 
<c with me: nor is it to be wondered at; for 
“  though you with me all fuccefs for my fake* 
u you are engaged alfo to do it for your ow n: 
“  fince it was always my refolution to make you 
“  the partner of every good that may befal me. 
€£ As I have before therefore been the occafion 
cc of forrow to you, fo it ihall now be my bufi- 

nefs to double your joy on my account. You 
C£ muft know that I live in the utmoft intimacy 
cc with Cratippus; and like a Son , rather than a 
“ Scholar : for I not only hear his ledures \yith
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w pleafure, but am infinitely delighted with his 
ce converfation. I fpend whole days with him, 
w and frequently alio a part of the night: for I 
tc prevail with him, as often as I can, to fup 

with me; and in our familiar chat, as we fit at 
cc table, the night fteals upon us without thinking 
<c of i t , whilft he lays afide the feverity of his 
w philofophy, and jokes amongft us with all the 
C£ good humor imaginable. Contrive therefore 
cc to come to us as foon as poflible, and fee this 
cc agreeable and excellent man. For what need 
a .l  tell you of Bruttius? whom f  n£ver part with 
c< out of my fight. His life is regular and exem- 
*c plary, and his company the moil entertaining; 
ct he has the art of introducing queilions of lite- 
cc rature into converfation, I and feafoning philo- 
a fophy with mirth. I have hired a lodging for 
cc him in the next houfe to me ; and fupport his 
cc poverty, as well as 1 am able, out of my nar- 
“  row income. I have begun alfo to declaim in 
C( Greek under Caffius ; but chufe to exercife 
cc myfelf in Latin with Bruttius. I live likewife 
w in great familiarity, and the perpetual company 
fie of thofe whom Cratippus brought with him 
“  from Mitylene; who are men of learning, and 
“  highly eiteemed by him. Epicrates alfo, the 
“  leading man at Athens , and Leonidas , fpend 
“  much of their time with me; and many others 
*c of the fame rank. This is the manner of my 
u life at prefeat. As to what you write about 

G orgias, he was ufeful to me indeed in my 
tff .daily .exercife of declaiming; .but I gave up all
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“  confiderations for the fake of obeying my 
“ father; who wrote peremptorily that I ihould 
“  difmifs him inftantly. I complied therefore 
“  without hefitation ; left by ihowing any reludt- 

ance, I might raife in him fome fufpicion of 
“  me. Befides, I reflected , that it would feem 
“  indecent in me to deliberate upon the judgment 
“ of a father. Your zeal, however, and advice 
c< upon it are very agreeable to me. I admit your 
“  excufe of want of leifure , for I know how 
“  much your time is commonly taken up. I am 
“  mightily pleafed with your putchafe of a farm, 
“  and heartily wiih you joy of it. Do not won- 
“  der at my congratulating you in this part of 
“  m y  letter, for it was the fame part of yours, 
46 in which you informed me of the purchafe. 
“  You have now a place, where you may drop 
“ all the forms of the City, and are become a 
“  Roman of the old Ruftic (lamp. I pleafe 
“  myfelf with placing your figure before my eyes, 
“  and imagining that I fee you bartering for your 
“  country-wares, or confulting with your bailiff, 
“  or carrying off from your table, in a corner of 
“  your veil, the feeds of your fruits and melons 
“  for your garden. But to be ferious; I am as 
“  much concerned as you are, that I happened 
“  to be out of the way, and could not affift you 
“  on that occafion: but depend upon it, my Tiro, 
“  I will make you eafy one time or other , if 
“  fortune does not difapp6int me : efpecially fince 
“  I know that you have bought this farm for 
“  the common ufe of us both. I am obliged to
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« you for your care in executing my orders; but 
« beg of you, that a Librarian may be fent to 
“ me in all hafte, and efpecially a Greek one: 
« for I walie much of my time in tranfcribing 
« the ledufes and books that are of ufe to me. 
« Above all things, take care of your health, 
« that We may live to hold many learned con- 
« ferences together* I recommend Antherus to 
«you . Adieu1’ 4.”

This was the iituation of young Cicero when 
Brutus arrived at Athens : who , as it has been 
already faid, was exceedingly taken with his 
virtue and good principles; of which he fent a 
high encomium to his Father; and intruded him, 
though but twenty years old, with a principal 
command in his army; in which he acquitted 
himfelf with a Angular reputation both of courage 
and condud; and in feveral expeditions and en
counters with the enemy, where he commanded 
in chief, always came off vidorious, After the 
battle of Philippi, and the death of Brutus, he 
efcaped to Pompey; who had taken poffeflion of 
Sicily with a great army, and fleet fuperior to 
any in the Empire. This was the laft refuge 
of the poor Republicans: where young Cicero 
was received again with particular honors ; and 
continued fighting ftill in the defence of his coun
try’s liberty; till Pompey, by a treaty of peace 
with the Triumvirate, obtained, as one of the 
conditions of it, the pardon and reftoration of all 
the prolcribed and exiled Romans, who were then 
in arms with him 18S.
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Cicero therefore took his leave of Pompey, 
and returned to Rome with the reft of his party: 
where he lived for fome time in the condition 
of a private Nobleman ; remote from affairs and 
the Court of the Emperor; partly through the 
envy of the times, averfe to his name and prin
ciples; partly through choice, and his old zeal for 
the Republican caufe, which he retained ftill to, 
the laft. In this uneafy ftate, where he had no
thing to roufe his virtue, or excite his ambition, 
it is not ftrange that he funk into a life of indo
lence and pleafure, and the intemperate love of 
wine; which began to be the faihionable vice of 
this age, from the example of Antony, who had 
lately publifhed a volume of the triumphs of his 
drinking. Young Cicero is faid to have pradtifed 
it likewife to great excefs ; and to have been fa
mous for the quantity that he ufed to fwallow 
at a draught : as if he had refolved, fays Pliny, 
to deprive Antony, the murderer of his Father, 
of the glory of being the firft drunkard of the 
Empire

Auguftus, however, paid him the complimentili 
the mean while, to make him a Prieft or Augur1*7, 
as well as one of thofe Magiftrates who preiided 
over the coinage of the public money : in regard 
to which there is a medal ftill extant, with the 
name of Cicero on the one fide, and Appius 
Claudius on the other; who was one of his Col
leagues in this office1“8. But upon the laft breach 
with Antony, Auguftus no fooner became the 
fole Mailer of Rome than he took him for his
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partner in the Confulfhip: fo that his letters Which 
brought the news of the vidtory at Adlium, and 
conqueft of Egypt , were addreffed to Cicero the 
Comul; who had the pleafure of publiihing them 
to the Senate and people; as well as of making 
and executing that decree, which ordered all the 
ftatues and monuments of Antony to be demo- 
liihed, and that no perfon of his Family fhould 
ever after bear the name of Marcus. By paying 
this honor to the Son, Auguftns made forne 
atonement for his treachery to the Father: and by 
giving the Family this opportunity of revenging 
his death upon Antony, fixed the blame of it alfo 
there; while the people looked upon it as divine 
and providential, that the final overthrow of 
Antony’s name and fortunes ihould, by a ftrange 
revolution of affairs, be referved for the triumph 
of young Cicero IS\  Some honors are mentioned 
likewife to have been decreed by Cicero, in this 
Confulfhip, to his partner Auguftus; particularly 
an Obfidional Crown; which though made only 
of the common grafs, that happened to be found 
upon the fcene of adtion, yet in the times of an
cient difcipline, was efteemed the nobleft reward 
of military glory, and never beftowed but for the 
deliverance of an army, when reduced to the laft 
diftrefs 19\ This Crown therefore had not been 
given above eight times from the foundation of 
Rome: but with the oppreffion of its liberty, all 
its honors were fervilely proftituted to the will 
of the reigning Monarch.

Soon after Ciceros Confulfhip, he was made
Proconful
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Proconful of Afia; or, as Appian fays, of Syria;
one of the moil confiderable Provinces of the

\

Empire: from which time we find no farther 
mention of him in hiflory. He died probably 
foon after, before a maturity of age and expe
rience had given him the opportunity of retriev
ing the reproach of his intemperance, and dif 
tinguifhing himfelf in the counfels of the (late: 
but from the honors already mentioned, it is 
evident that his life, though blemiihed by fome 
fcandal, yet was not void of dignity: and 
amidfl all the vices with which he is charged, he 
is allowed to have retained his Fathers wit and 
politenefs J* \

There are two florles related of him, which 
fhow, that his natural courage and high fpirit 
were far from being fubdiied by the ruin of his 
party and fortunes: for being in company with 
fome friends, where he had drunk very hard, 
jn the heat of wine and paflion, he threw a cup 
at the head of Agrippa; who, next to Auguftus,- 
bore the chief f\yay in Rome1**. He was pro
voked to it probably by fome difpute in poli
tics, or infult on the late champions, and van- 
quifhed caufe of the Republic. At another time, 
during his government of Alia, one Ceftjjp-f who 
was afterwards P re to r ia  flatterer of the times, 
and a reviler of his Father, having the aflurance 
to come one day to his table, Cicero, after he 
had inquired his name, and underftood that it was 
the man who ufed to infult the memory of his 
Father, and declare that he knew nothing of 
* V ol. in . A  a
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polite letters, ordered him to be taken away and
publicly whipt x’ \

His nature feems to have been g a y , frank, 
and generous; peculiarly turned to arms and 
martial glory: to which, by the unhappy fate 
of his country, he had been trained very young; 
and at an age, that is commonly dedicated to 
the arts of peace and ftudies of learning, had 
ferved with much honor to himfelf, in three fuc- 
cellive wars, the moil confiderable in all hiflo- 
ry ; of Pharfalia, Philippi, and Sicily. If his 
life therefore did not correfpond with the fplen- 
dor of his Fadier's, it feems chargeable to his 
misfortune, rather than his fault; and to the 
miferable ftate of the times, which allowed no 
room for the attainment of his Fathers honors, 
or the imitation of his virtues: but if he had 
lived in better times, and a free Republic, though 
he would not have been fo eminent a Scholar, 
or Orator, or Stjitefman as his Father, yet he 
would have excelled him probably in that char- 
after, which conferred a more fubflantial power 
and dazzling glory, the fame of a brave and 
accompliihed General.

Xfcfc Characters of Q. Cicero the brother , 
of his Ion Quintus, and of Atticus, have been 
fo frequently touched in the courfe of this H it 
tory, that there is but little occafion to add 
anything more about them. The two firft, as 
we have already laid, upon the news of their 
being proscribed, took their leave of Cicero in 
his flight towards the fea, and returned to

i
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Rome; in order to furniih themfelves with mo** 
ney and other neceflaries for a voyage to Mace
donia. They hoped to have executed this, be-* 
fore the proscription could take effed, or to lie 
concealed at lead for a ihort time in the City* 
without the danger of a difcovery: but the dU 
ligence of Antony’s emiffaries, and the particu* ! 
Jar indru&ions , that they had received to make 
fure of the Ciceros , eluded all their caution 
and hopes of concealment. The fon was found 
out the fil'd; who is faid to have been more 
felicitous for the prefervation of his father, 
than to provide for his own fafety: upon hi$ 
refufal to difeover, where his Father lay hidy 
he was put to the rack by the foldiers; till the 
Father, to refoue his fon from torture, came 
out from his hiding place, and voluntarily fur- 
rendered himfetf; making no other requeft to 
his executioners, than that they would difpatch 
him the fird of the two. The fon urged the 
fame petition, to fpare him the mifery of being 
the fpe&ator of his Fathers murder; fo that the 
aflfeffins, to fatisfy them both, taking each of 
them apart, killed them by agreement at the 
fame time ,t+.

As to Atticus, the difficulty of the times, in 
which he lived , arid the perpetual quiet, that 
he enjoyed in them , confirm what has already 

¿been obferved of him, that he was a perfect
lMader of the principles of his fed, y and knew 
how to fecure that chief good of an Epicurean 
life * his private eafe and fafety. One would
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naturally imagine, that his union with Cicero 
and Brutus, added to the fame of his wealth * 
would have involved him of courfe in the ruin 
of the profcription: he himfelf was afraid of i t ,  
and kept himfelf concealed for fome time: but 
without any great reafon; for, as if he had fore-* 
feen fuch an event and turn of things , he had 
always paid a particular court to Antony; and, 
in the time even of his difgrace , when he was 
driven out of Italy, and his affairs thought de- 
fperate, did many eminent fervices to his friends 
at Rome: and above all, to his wife and chil
dren; whom he affifted, not only with his ad
vice, but with his money alfo, on all occafions 
of their diftrefs: fo that when Antony came to 
Rome , in the mid ft of the maffacre, he made it 
bis firft care to find out Atticus, and no foonen 
learnt where he was, than he wrote him word 

'with his own hand, to lay afide all fears, and 
come to him immediately; and affigned him a 
guard ,. to protedl him from any infult or violence 
of the foldiers 1,5.

It muft be imputed likewife to the fame prin
ciple of AtticusV caution , and a regard to his 
fafety , that after fo long and intimate a corref- 
pondence of letters with Cicero, on the moft im
portant tranfailions of that age, of which there 
are fixteen books of Cicero’s ftill remaining , yet 
not a firigle Letter of Attlcus’s was ever publifhed: ̂  
which can hardly be charged to any other caufe, 
but his having withdrawn them from Tiro, after 
Ciceros death , and fuppreffed them with a



lingular care; left in that revolution of affairs , and 
extin&ion of the public liberty, they ihould 
ever be produced to his hurt, or the diminution 
of his credit with their new Matters*

But his intereft with the reigning powers was 
foon eftablifhed on a more folid foundation, than 
that of his perfonal merit, by the marriage of his only 
daughter with M. Agrippa; which was firft propo- 
fed and brought about by Antony. This introduced 
him into the friendflrip and familiarity of A uguftus* 
whofe Minifter and Favorite Agrippa was ; and 
to whom he himfelf became afterwards nearly 
allied, by the marriage of his Granddaughter with 
his fucceiTor Tiberius Thus he added dignity 
to his quiet; and lived to a good old age , in the 
very manner in which he wifhed ; happy and 
honorable; and remote from all trouble, or the 
apprehenfion of danger. But that he ftill lives 4 
in the fame and memory of ages, is entirely owing 
to the circumftance, of his having been Cicero’s 
friend : for this after all, was the chief honor of 
his life : and as Seneca truly obferved v it was the 
Epiftles of Cicero, which preferved him front 
oblivion ; and neither his fon Agrippa, nor Grand- 
ion Tiberius, nor great Grandfon Drufus, would 
have been of any fervice to him, if Cicero’s 
name, by drawing Atticus’s along with it , had 
not given him an immortality t9\
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