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í n T r o d u c t i o n .

T H  E  Britiíh natioii, renowned ihrough 
every age, never gained by all her con- 

quefts, even w hen her arms fubdued France, 
and thundered at the gates o f  París, fuch 
a valuable acquifition as her íettlements in 
N orth  Am erica. T o  lawlefs power, to fac- 
tion, and to party rage, thefe fprcading colo- 
niesowed their firm eíí eftabliíhment. W h en the 

m other-country was in the moft deplorable o f  

íituations, when the axe was laid to the root 

o f  the conftitution, and all the fair bloíToms 

o f  civil liberty w erc deftfoycd; even then, 

from  the bare trunk, defpoiled o f  all its ho- 
nours, íhot forth thefe branches, as from a 
Rock, where native vigour was flill kept alive.

T h e  impolitic perfecutions o f  king Charles, 

and his unwife m iniftry, forced numbers o f 
his fubjedts to feek abroad that liberty o f con- 
fcience they were denied at lióm e. H appy 

had it been for that unfortunatc prince, i f  he 

had never checked thefe emigrations. l ia d  
thofe, o f  vvhoin he condefcended to aík  coun- 

fel, feen and attended to his intereft, and 

that o f  the nation, they vvould have coníidered 
A  2 . it



it as good policy, to let thefe high fpirits takc 

tlieir courfe, and fettle themfclves in Am erica, 

w liere it was plain they rauíl be dependant 

on, and very likely that they would, in time, 

become ferviceable to their m other-country. 
But they follow ed othcr m ethods; and the 
ruin o f  the king, together w itli the íubver- 
lion o f  his governm ent, chiefly by thofe very 
mcn whom  he forbade to depart his domi- 
nions, vvere the confequenccs. .

T o  rebellion fucceeded anarchy, to anar- 
chy, a defpotifm much worfe than any the 
people had bcfore complained o f :— yet as the 

oppreffed party became the vittors, and ruled 

every thing at hom e, they wcre little difpofed 

tocolonizej and during the ufurpationofCrom - 
w c ll, greater numbers rctu rned from Am erica to 

England, than em igratedfrom Englandto A m e
rica. T h e  relloration once more changed the 
fcene: patents and charters were freely granted 
by K . Charles II. to fuch o f  his fubjefts as chofe 

to Icttle in the new World. James II. reviving 
the perlecution o f the diíTenters, they ítill 

continued to dock thither; and in his rcign, 
w c firnl the colonies in a flouriíhing date. 

Convenience, and a love o f  independancy, 

have done lince the reVülution,that w hichper-

fecution

iv I N T R O D U C T I O N .
fccution did before ; and w e now behold thefe 

fettlements arrived to fuch a height o f  power, 
as to be able to conteíl certain points w ith their 

mother-country, vvhich, it is a great pity, 
íhould ever be brought imo difpute.

W h en  the Spaniards firlt difcovered South- 
A m erica, they found a beautiful and fertile 

country, filled with inhabitants; abounding 
w ith natural produélions, and with mines o f  
hidden trealure. T h e y  depopulated whole re- 

gions, ílevv thoufands o f  the inhabitants, and 

compelled thoufands to ranfack the bowcls o f  

the earth for gold, to gratify their infatiable 

avarice.— W h a t was the confequcnce ?— T h e y  

loft more by this condudt, than they gained 

by all the riches o f  M éxico and P e r ú ; and 
Spain, to this day, has caufe to curfe the aera 

when the new world was difcovered. T lieir 
gold ferves op.ly to cnrich other nations ; 

whereas commerce and good government 

would have enriched them lélves: their ill-got- 
ten wealth often proves an incitemcnt to their 

neighbours to m akc war upon them ; while 

íipain is pcrpctually drained o f  her inhabi

tants to people thofe colonies; which, weigh- 

ing every circumftance, m ay jullly be faid to 

be rather burthenfome than ferviceable to her.

H o w

I N T R O D U C T I O N .  •



H o w  different has been the conduft o f  the- 

E n g li íh ! T h e y  founded in barren countries 

and inclem ent d im es, amidit all the difiiculties 
arifing from  war, famine, and difeafe, a laft- 

ing and a flouriíhing empire. T h c y  forfook 

the fertilc lands, the feat o f  their fore-fathers, 

to feek new habitations am ongft an unknovvn 
and a favage race. T h e y  clcared vaíl forefts; 
cultivated, with the fweat o f  their brow, an 
untilled, and oftcn a thanklefs foil. In the 

m idft o f  woods and defarts, they ereéled towns, 
and formed well-rcgulated focicties; in the 
haunts o f  w ild nations, they cítabliíhcd good 

government and order. T h e ir  habitations 

w ere as cities o f  refuge to their countrymen, 

w h en  labouring under any difeontent at home : 

mean w h ile, a more fubftantial bénefit accrued 

from  their com m erce with Great-Britain, than 
from  all the Spaniíli mines o f treafure in the 
w ealthy regions o f  South-Am erica.

N ever did fortitudc and m agnanimitv ne- 
ver did wifdom  and fonnd policy íhine more 

confpicuous, than in the firfl: fettlers in N orth- 

A m e rica ; though, like all other hiílories, 
that o f  the colonies is fometimes ílaincd 
w ith  blocd. T h erc  w ere times, w hen thofe 

w hofled  from pcrfecution thcm í'dves became

perfecutors,
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perfecutors j forgetful o f  that liberty for w hich 

they had fo lately contended, fome am ong 

them fought to deprive their fellow-colonifts 
o f  the undoubted right o f  all m en, to think 

freely in regard to matters o f religión. H enee 
arofe troubles and jealoufies, heart-burnings 
and animofities; but thefe were not to laft for 
ever: reafon appeafed them, and fhew ed, in 
a ju íl light, the abfurdity o f fuch proceedings. 

Since that period, they have agreed better 
among themfelves, and have proved ufeful to 

their fellow-fubje&s in Britain, till the late 

unhappy conteíl arofe, w hich hereafter both 

parties may have but too m uch caufe to re- 

pent. —  But it is not m y deíign here tq 

enter into the difpute, w h ich  w ill be more 
amply confidercd in the courfe o f  the follow - 

ing flicets.

I íliall only obferve, that the worft o f  con- 

fequences rauft ncccflarily arife from  fuch 

contentions, to the jo y  o f our com m on ene- 

mies, and to the grie f o f  every true patriot, 

whether in England or in N o rth -A m erica ; 
and that, as things have fallen out, it is 

w ell our intriguing neighbours the French, 

have at prefent fo little footing in the 

tyeítern world. T h e y  w ho have ever de-

ligbtcd

I N T R O D U C T I O N .  vil
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üglncd in fomenting diitord, and who ever
looked on our fucccfc in thofe parís with a

jealmn, eye would doubtltfs have thewcd
themfelves forward cnough on this occafion,
lo have taken advantage of the difpntes bc-
twcen Great-Britain and her colonias ¡ and,
“  fuch, a cafc- ¡t is impodible lo tcll where 
íhc evil nught have cnded.

.T. fllaI1 concIude this introduélory difcourfe 
«lili remarking, that, as it ¡s likely many of 
thdc differences have arifen rather from mif- 
take than from defign, fo nothing is more ra- 
ional to fuppofe, th »  that a thorough knovv- 
edge of each other's interefts, may contri, 

bute to the recondiiation of both pandes, and 
e the means of once more uniting them m 

bonds of unión, and procuring for them a laft- 
1 ng and undlfturbed repofe; which is the fin.

r T  °f CVe'y true Patriot and difinte- rcited Bnton.

T H  fc
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O F all the improvcments and ufcfuí arts 
which thewit of mortals has invented, tliat 
of navigation, is juíUy held in the high- 

eft eílccm, as it makes commerce ílouriíh, jiro- 
motcs and extends the benctits of lociety, and con- 
nefts us with thofc diftant countries, which muft 
otherwife havc been feparated from us for ever. —  
But now vaft oceans are no longcr confidercd as ob- 
ftacles; the prevailing induflry of mcn lias ren- 
dered the boifterous elements fubfervient to their 
purpofe; winds and feas have been obedient to 
thcm; and finre the compafs has been in ufe, 
ícareely any thing has been deemed impoffible to 
bold and perfevering adventurers.

Vor.. I. E ^
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Itwasnot till the fifteenth century that this excel- 
lcnt inventíonwas adopted; and the utility of itfoon 
after fufficicntly appeared, in the difcovery o f diílant 
lands lying in another hemiíphere,with abundancc of 
other advantages, which will be enjoycd by lateíl 
pofterity. Till this period, people werc accuílomed 
to dircdt their courfe by the ítars, and to make te- 
dious coafting voyages, feldom truíling themfelves 
in the main fea, unlels compclled. by contrary 
winds, or unforefeen accidents. It is fcarcelyconceiv- 
able with what pains the Phocnicians and other nations 
of antíquity made their voyages and dilcoveries, tra- 
ded, and fcnt colonies abroad. Perfeverance alone 
cnablcd them to overeóme diíficulties which at firíl 
fecmcd unfurmountable. The hiftories o f thofe times 
mixed fables with fafts; and fome laterwriters would 
evcn perlnade 113 that the continent, which we cali 
America, was known to the ancicnts, before the peo- 
pie o f Europe, Afia, or Africa, could poflibly be 
iuppofed to imagine that there was fuch a track of 
land exiíting in the world.

The Portuguefe were the firft Europeans who 
made any vcrv valuable diícoveries. They touclj- 
ed at the Azores; they pafied the Equator, and 
afterwards failed along the weftern coaft o f Africa, 
till they doubled its fouthmoft cape, to which 
they gave the ñame of Bona Efperanza, and landed 
■n i 493> at Calicut in the Eaft-Indies, under their 
famous admiral Vafeo de Gama. The fuccefs of 
this expedítion gave birth to many others, and firft

in*

B R I T 1 S H  E M P I R E I N  A  M  E  R I C A. ,
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infpired the famons Chriftophcr Columbus with 
the notion of undertaking an expedition, which 
énded in the difcovery of the vaft continent of 
America.

He conceived the defign of failing to the Indies 
by fteering weíHvard, founding bis hopes of fue- 
cefs, chiefly on the fpherical figure of the earth. 
In this he was deceivcd ; but his error produccd a 
moft valuable confetpience. After having in vain 
applied to king John of Portugal, and other prin- 
ces, as his brother had done to Henry VII. of Eng-

* This <"rcat n-a" was defeended frorn an ancicnt family ¡a 
the territorifs of the republic of Gcnoa. He had an cari y ¡„. 
clination to the fea, lbidied navigation in his youth, and "nur- 
ried and fcttlcd in Portugal, frora whcnce he traded to the coail 
of Guinea. He is faid to have been gicatly encomaged to under- 
takc his expedition to the weilward, by the reports of fevenl 
mariners, whom contrary winds had carried béyoiid the fuppofed 
boundaries of the known world, and who dcclared tliey had feen 
feveral evident tokens of land at the dillancc of fome hundred 
Icagues from the wellcrn iflands. Some papers alfo, left him by 
onc Alonfo Sánchez, who died in his houfe in the Terceras 
which contained an account of a newly-difcovered counua-’ 
is fuppofed to have confirmcd thefe reports. However that he' 
it is certain, that about the year r484, he offered to the Ge- 
r.ocfe the plan fur his intended expedition, with a view, as we 
have taken notice above, to fail weilward to the Indies'. The 
flato 0f  Genoa, eithcr through the want of incünation or abili- 
ty'. rejcaea h's propofal, as did alfo the court of Portugal, with 
whom it is faid he was invited to trcat a fccond time a’bout the 
matter, but declined it. —  He next fcnt his brother Barrholo-

® 2 tand,



land he at length Jaid his plan open to Ferdinand 
and Labella, king and queen o f Spain. It was 
cight years bcfore he could prevalí on the court to 
affifl him ¡n his undertaking. At the end o f this 
tcrm he fet fail with threc íhips from Palos, a port 
o f Andalufia, but not beforc he liad obtained a 
patcnt and appointment of admira!, in fuch parts as 
he lhould difcover, and viceroy of couptries, which 
moft of the world fuppofed at that time to cxift 
merely in his own imagination.

me«-, m 1483', to Iay his fchcmc beforc king Henry V II. of 
'.ngland.  ̂ I his geudcman had the niisfortune to fall into the 
ands ofpiratcs, andarnving, opprcfled with poverty and difeafc, 

it was ncar threc years beforc he was in a c ndition to makc his 
propofals to that prince, which howevcr could not be broucht to 
bear nll his brother had engaged in the fervice of their catholic 
*ajcítics : for in the year i 48fi, Chriñophcr Columbus ap- 
P ict to < erdmand and Ifabella, from wliom it was a long time 

C ° , n,ct with the cncouragcment he defcivcd, Numbcrlefs 
wcrethe taunts hefuftained on aepount of h¡s poverty, and the 
vain fchen.es, as the courtiers called thcm, which he was fo bufy 
in projefling. At lart, however, the queen became his patroncfs ■ 
yet niany difficultics were Aartcd; onc of which was, the cx- 
pcncc of the undertaking, though this adventurer ofTcrcd to dc- 
iray an cighth part of it himfelf. Thefe obttacics at latí g¡vinff 
way to ¡iis magnammity and pcrfevcrancc, he fet fail, ün the 
third day qf Auguít, from Palos with threc Ihips; his own 
which was a dcckc.i vcíTel and which he named the Santa Maria • 
a econd called the Pinta, commandcd by Martin Alonfo Pin* 
*on, and a third named the Ninna, of which Vifcomi Yannc;

w £ nZ n« n C/ T aÍn’ ,thCT  kft 0f Whifh Wíre deeks.
firíl foul wind, which happcncd on the 22d of Scptcm-

4  . b r i t i s h  e m p i r e

After

After an abfence of ninc months, in which Ihort 
time he went through much vexation, and had 
more than once been in danger of being com- 
pelled to renounce his cnterprize, he returned to his 
native country, bringing with him fpme inhabi- 
tants of the American iílands, which he had dif- 
covered, and to which he had given the ñame of 
the Weíl-Indies, owing to the falfe notion he 
had conceived that they were Afiatic iíles, a notion 
which nothing but the adual difcovery of the 
main land could convince him was erroneous. He 
was rcceived with the greateft marks of refped by

ber, the crcw began to murmur, and foon after ohliged him to 
promife to rcturn again, if lie did not difcover land within thrce 
days: on the very firil of thefe they made St Salvador, (as it 
was afterwards called) onc of the Lucayas. They found there a 
very innoccnt and fimplc peoplc, who told thcm, that tlic gold 
they worc about thcm, carne from a rich kingdom in the South. 
O f this place they took formal poflellion, in the ñame of their 
catholic majefties, and, departing, difcoveredfcveral otheriflands. 
About this time, Martin Alonfo Pinzón, imagining, from the dif- 
courfe of fome of the natives, that there was much gold in Bo- 
hio, or Hifpaniola, feparated himfelf from the otherfíúps to g0 in 
queft of i t ; whither the admiral foon after follówed him, and 
was wcll reccivcd hy the natives, who made him prefents of gold 
and other valuable things, and penmttcd him to build a fort on 
the ifland, where he left a colony of Spaniards. Herc he loíl 
his own fhip, by the carelcflhefs of the man lie had placed at the

m; thc inh»b¡tants howevcr were very aladuous in helping 
h'm 10 Pr*fervc his ni en and the cargo that was on hoard; yet 
this was a grcat lofs to him, as he had but one vcflel now rcmain- 
■S’  But while he was lamenting this misfortunc, and cxam¡n-
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tiie king and queen, who honoured him as a gran
d e  o f Spain, and permitted him to be covcred in 
their prefence; and thofe who had before treated 
his dcfigns with the utmoft contempt were now

“  “ “1 then, The people ,vere loud ¡I  
t ícir acclamations, and confidered him as the guar
dián genius o f their land.

Aü e>'es wcre turncd upon him with admiration. 
A fccond expedición was foon propofed, and took 
place. He met no longer with thofe difficulties 
v\ lnch had attended his firft preparation. He fet 
fail again for the fame parrs, much bctter furnillied 
than before. In the courfe o f this voyage, he 
difcovered Jamaica and the Caribbee Iílands. * But

,he coaft> he “ncxpeétedly fell in with Martin Alonfo’s 
car.m-l, the Pinu. Thst commandcr had lurtered for much gold

;V‘th thenaüves» hal1' «í which he had diílributcd amongft the 
«.amen, and tne other half he tbok for his own ufe. H chade 

ntany irivolous excufci for a conduft which was rcally uniufti- 
habic; and Columbus coníidering his prefent f.tuation, thoughc 
fit to acccpt thern. Having quitted Hifpaniola, he fet fail for 
bpain with two velTels only. In his way he again loft the cira- 
v c u  inta, in a llorm which thrcatencd the Spaniards with de- 
ltruchon. At this tirar, the admira! thinking himfclf in danr-er 
wrote fonte account of his difeoveries on a ikin of parchment 
lh,s he wrapped tn a piecc of cere-cloth, put ¡t into a barre!, and 
.y-w it rato the lea, morder that whatever might become of 
íim e , tne fruits of this expedition might not be cntircly loft.
1 he wind prefently after abating, the failors deemed this fume

'  ° ,r 'ety and <lcvouon- Landing at the Azores, the Portu
gue e behaved very haughtily to him and his raen, and he met 

' much trouble and vexation on this and other account». I„

as

o' b r i t i s h  e m p i r e

as there wanted not thofe who envied. the fucceffea 
o f Columbus, he was maltrented by the fpies o f 
government that wcrecmbarked on board his own 
fleet, and after having experieñeed many mortify- 
mg circumíbnces, was at length brought home la 
irons. It was chiefly to Fonfcca, biíhop of Burgos 
that he owed this dilgrace; but the queen, moved 
hy the umverfal voicc of the people deciar i ng ¡n 
his favour, and bluíhing at her own ingratitudc 
releafedlum; yet ib much did jealoufy prevalí at 
thecourt of Spain, that it was four years before rhey 
fuffered him again to depart. This third expedí- 
tion produced fomething yet more extraordinary than 
the two former. It was now that he difcovered the
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- • i wncrc nc was better
ncated, and from whence he failed for Spain, and arrived at 
Palos, after an abfencc of ninc momhs. Their catholic maicf- 
ties wcrc then at Barcelona. When he carne before them, he was 
reccivcd wnh the greateft refpcíl; and the king and queen re-
turned thanks to God, in the moft folemn manner, for the fucccflcs 
oi their admiral.

He fet out on his next expedition with more favourable cir- 
curaftances. He was aflifted with thofe things which wcrc ne- 
ceflary for the undertaking ; bulls wcre obtained from the pope 
connrming the countrles already difcovered, and thofe which 
might hercaftcr be difcovered, in the New World, tothe Spaniíh 
monareh ° „  the z5th of Septemhcr, , 495, he failed, with 

«  flnps and fifteen hundred men, from the bay of Cádiz,
‘ . amVC‘ at thc Canarics, on the ad of Oaobcr. Havina 

n̂ .n ln. 'V.°0d’ antl fwinc, at Gomera, on the yth he
inflneV ’S VoyaSe ‘ o thc wcflward, having prcvioufly given 
mflruatons to thc comraan.lers of each íhip, which ,bey wcrc

the
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continent o f America, at fix dcgrees diftancc from 
thc equator. Heanng that thcre was a fea on thtf 
other fide, he apprehended his error, in fu p p oW  
that the liles he had touched at bclonged to Alia, 

and gcnerouíly owned the miflake: hbwever, he 
aífbrted the probability that there was a communi- 
eation betweenthe two oceans, a proof that heítilj 
kept m view his chief deíign, which was that o f 
fail.ng round the globe, afterwards fo fucccfsfully 
attempted ; and which it ¡s not improbable, if  We 
may be indulged, conjeélurcs may be rendered ftill 
more eafy in a future age, íince thc fituation o f thc 
pemnfula, which divides die weftern from thefouth- 
ern ocean, (and which is but a very narrow one)

ordered not to oPen, unlíf, thcy were feparated from him I„
l  Wn’’ í '  t0f°k P0ílcííi°n ° f  MariS^'-^tc, Guadalupe,' and 

o her íflands ; from whence he proceeded to Hifpaniola, whére 
he foundthcSpamfh colony deílroyed, the houfcs burned, and

* ' " n‘?S Confllfion- T1,c Cazique with whom he had made 
an alllance on lus fonner voyage, informed him that the Chrif- 
tians had quarrcllcd among themfelve» about gold and women •
that thcy had killed one of their ¿ompanions, and that fome of 
.hcmhadput themfelve, under thc protc&ion of another thief 
vvho had trcaeherouny murdered thcm, To preve th’ 
tmthof his allcrtions, the Indian prodticcd fome wounds he had 
received m fighting to defend hisSpanilh allies, and which it 
was plain, were infliéled with favage weapons. Leavingthisplace 
Columlms put into Cuba and Jamaica, the former of which hé 
con!»ed round, to difeover whether it were an idand or a conti 
nen: An Indian removed this doubt, and gave him a deferip,
tmn oí the place. He then held on his eourfe through llorms 
thum.cr, and lightmng, and was often in danger from rocks and

19

is not fuch as, in the náture of things, prómifes a long 
duration. —  A  coilílux of thefe feas from beneath is 
now aftually faid to exift; and nothing is more 
likely than that this neck of land will one day be 
deílroyed by earthquakes, inundations, or fome o f. 
thofe dreadful accidents to which fuch fituations are 
gcnerally hable.— To wave this, the paíTage by 
Cape Hora, and that through the ílraits of Magel- 
lan were of themfelves fufficient to prove Colum- 
bus was in the right in the principal poiut of his 
conjetures, and the circumnavigation o f the globe 
was chicfly owing to the voyages of this g r e í  dif- 
covcrcr. After many toils and dangers fuftained, 
he died in 1506, at Valladolid, after an illnefs of

fliallows. In this voyage he met with his brother Bartholomcw 
at the town of Ifabella, who informed him of thc difficulties he 
had met with in his Engliih expedition. This gcntleman carne 
from thcncc m queíl of him. At Paris he firft hcard of his 
difeovcr.es and that he was dcclared admi,al; on which he 
niade all thc halle he could to Spain ; but Don Chriñopher was 
departed before h,s arrival. He then viíited his two nephews, 
who were leftat the eourt of Spain and kifled their Catholie ma- 
jelt.es hands, who d.d him grcat bonour, and commiílioned him 
to go with an aid of three (hips in fearch of the admiral.

This was ajoyful meeting; and Bartholomcw was ereated 
lord lieutenant of the ¡lies by his brother, a circumíW which 
dul not prove very agrccable, a, it was reprefented to the Spanilh 
g 'einment, who afterwirds thought fit to refent it. Soon after 
tjjppom tm ent a war brokc out with the Indian,, in which

over their "f “  ° f  Sp?n!ard3 **vc them thc <V™ rity 
authnr’r • / Y 8? eneinu:f* l,cinS «hligcd to acknowledge the 

n> o their Catholie .majellics, who were well pleafeA
V 0 L.  L  P  e

a fe w
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a few months, leaving behind him a fame fo juftly 
acquired as will live to all poftcrity.

Thefe voyages o f Columbus laid the firft found- 
anon for the conqueft o f México and Peni, by 
Hernán Cortes and Francis Pizarro. The for- 
mer o f thefe failed, in the year 1519, from the iíland 

. U ,ba’ on an expedition to the continent o f Ame
rica which had been already difeovered and called 
by the ñame of N ew  Spain. He had with him 
f  hundred men, and a few pieces of cannon. A 
Spamard, who had been for a long time prifoner 
m the country, ferved him for an ¡nterpreter, and 
an Indian lady whom he caufed to be baptiz- 
cd by the name o f Marina, was cxtremely fervice-

WÍth tl,C 3CC0,mts of their «¿"únd’i  fuccefi. Ncverthclefs there 
werc not wanting thofe who fpoke ill of him at ,1 , court of

S 3 e  ^  FeVa? ed f° ^  thit J°hn -  nativo ofScvüh, was fent as a fpy upon his aftions, who wrought him
much uncafincls, ano, n.agnifying thofe unavoidable inconvc- 
mcnces wh.ch arofe fron, the fttuation of the Spaniards ¡„ 
flrangc comunes, where the inhabitants, „ ow rheir fo c , did eve~ 
th.ng in thc.r powcr to diftrefs thcm, he wrote home difuud 
accounts of them: yet Columba. had fo mUch ¿ T
re urmng ,, tus íutedot.t for a third voyage, in which he «lif! 
overed the contmem of America, though onc Amcricus v  J Í  

p " ’ “'bcnttjrcr, highly in favour with «he birt J  of
Burgos, an cnemjr to Columbas, difputed with him the honour 

hat ,llll'overy, which has ever lince been callcd after 1 •

D0C h ? ío Í  " c f  T tCnfi°nS We,C f°Und bc ff™»dlcfs. 
_ C h r ^ p h cr ColumbuS was, after all his g r „ t  ferviccs taken

P ■ «<«» at the ínlhgation, as it was fuppofed, of the

able
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able to him. He penetrated after various adven- 
tures as far as Tlafcala, which was a rcpublic; and 
here it was that he firft met with any material op- 
pofition. The Indians wcre defeated, and after- 
wards, entering into a treaty with him, helped 
him to fubdue the Mexican empire, to whofe pran- 
deur they were enemies.

From thence he advanced (after fome time fpent 
in meflages to the emperor Montezuma) towards 
his capital, and at laft entered it without rcfilt- 
ance. It was built upon a lake, and the various 
quaiteis were joined by bridges or caufeways, It 
abounded in fpacious fquares and fine buildings, 
and notwithftanding what may have been faid by

biíhop D. John de Fonfcca. Eut when he arrived, in Novcmbet 
1500, at Cadis having writtcn to the king and que en, thcv fent 
erden that he íhould be fet at liberty; and to cover the dil- 
graceful treatment he had undergone, rcceived him gracioully, 
feilmg him that they were much ofended at his confincmcnt, 
and would take carc that thofe íhould be puniíhcd who werc ac- 
ceflory to it. However he was far from being happy at the 
court of Spain, where fo many viewed him with envious eyes. 
Worn with fatigue, and tortured with ingratitudc, l.i felllick 
at Valladolid, where he died, on the aoth of May, in the vea. 
1506. J

It is ccrtain tlris great man was ufed in a moft Ihamefu! men- 
ncr. Bcforc he had difeovered the New World, all his fehen.es 
wcre treated as ridiculous and chUdilh fancics ;-a ftc r  he lud 
difeovered it, it was pretended to have been known long be- 
lo re .-B cn g  rallicd one day by fome courticrs on this fubjcct in 
a vtry unfccmly manner, he called for an egg, and alkcd if any

C i  fome

I  N A M E R I C A .
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fome writers to thc contrary, was inhabited by an 
mduftrious, well-tempered, and, in general, a civi- 
lized people.

Montezuma rcccived Cortes Avith an affeded 
complaifance, and he and his men vvere lodo-ed in 
the city. Some difputes however ariftng between 
the Indians and the Spaniards, Tome of the latter 
wcre ílain on the road to México, and the head of 
one of them fent to Montezuma, who approved 
and liad fecrctly given orders for the adion jn 
whicli, however, his troops werc routed, though 
M idi thc lofs of three or four o f his enemies. The 
Mexicans had already found that thefe adventurer? 
wcre not, as their firíl appearance had led them to 
believe, immortal, and Cortes began to be very 
uneafv when he was informed of what had paifetl.

ofthe company could fet it upright on thc fnuller e n d W h c n  
thcy anfwcrcd, It was impoiüblc, and that he could not do ¡t 
himfelf, he gravely cracked thc fholl, and ¡mmcdiatcly oerform 
cd .t— Thcy then faid, Any hody might have done ¡t. « I do
“  not doubt n ,”  replicd Columbus; “  and yet nonc of yon 

thought of ¡t. And thus ¡t was that I difeovered the Indis.
I firñ conccivcd the dcGgn ofíleering that courfc, and now

“  CVery E,iferab!,: P[lot « »  finJ his way thithcr as wcll as I 
“  Thcrcare many things that appear cafy when once per'

“  fürnlcd> whlcb bcforc werc thought impradtícable. Y ou 
“  0UKht t0 refleft ün 'he feoffs I fuftained on the feore of my 

“  dcí'-i;n’ bífore 1 Put !t ¡n Mceutíon.”— This fmart rcply was 
cxtremcly commendcd by thc king who affeñed greatly to
adufre thc ntan whom he had fo inadcquately contribuid to
íupport.

He

I  N  A M E R I C A . l í

He now feizcd the emperor in his own palace, 
caufed liirn to be bound, and, by altérnate threats 
and intreaties, even to confent to become his pri- 
foner. He obligcd him afterwards to give up thofe 
who had attacked his people, and to acknowledge 
that he held his empire of Charles V. A  tribute 
alfo was annexed to tliis homage; and by this 
ítep thc Spanifli general fecured himfelf in the very 
midíl of enemies. The poíTeffion of the emperor’s 
perfon was his fureít fafc-guard, and his countcnance 
was of ufe to him on many occafions. — This pro- 
cecding, however unjuftifiable, was certainly a very 
prudent one, and contributed the moft of any thing
he had atchieved to the conqueíl of all México__
In the mean time Velafquez, the governor of Cu
ba, fent Pamphilo de Narvaez againlt Cortes, 
whofe fuccefs he envied, with almoít twice as many 
men as had firft landed in México. But thefe, that 
able general, taking the advantage of the night and 
ftormy wcather, attacked and routed, making the 
commander prilbncr, and bringing over the remains 
o f his band to his own party. He incorpórated them 
with his own men, and marched back to México, 
wherc he found thc eighty Spaniards he had left to 
guard Montezuma, befieged in their quarters by 
the whole forcé of the city, in revenge for lome cru- 
elties the former had committed on the inhabitants. 
The approach of Cortes, at this critical junfture 
with fuch a rcinforcement, altered the face of af- 
fairs, and enablcd the Spaniards to act ujion thc

píFeníjve.



oftenfiYe. Several engagcments. enfued, ín all of 
which thc Mexicans were worftcd. At length, 
Montezuma was killed with a ftone, thrown by 
one of his own fubjeds, Avhile he was haranguing, 
and endeavouring to appcafc, the juftly cnragSl 
multitude.

1  o tliis monarch fuccecdcd Gnatimozin, a prince 
elccted by the people, who did all that it was in the 
powcr of a brave chicf fo unhappily fituated to 
do, for the expulfion of the invaders. Defperate 
battles were tought, and thc Spaniards were more 
than once on the verge of deftruftion. They were 
at latí obliged to quit the city, and rctreat towards 
Tlafcala, in which attempt they fucceeded, but 
not without lofs. After they had got clear o f the 
caufeways, they engaged, on the other fide the 
mountains, the whole forcé o f the empire, defeat- 
ed them, and took their royal ftandard. Then they 
rcturned with frclh forces from Tlafcala, where 
tlie brave general of the republic Xicotencal, was 
put to death for a patriodc defign which he had 
formed ol not fighting for the encmics .of his 
country.

The Mexicans now fought upon the lake, but 
n,ne Spanifli boars, with threc hundred foldiers on 
board, defeated five thouland of theirs, which 
pontained ten thoufand men, and Cortes attacking 
them at thc fame time from the caufeways, once 
more won his wayinto the city.— After many obfti- 
nate diíputes, the Spaniards proved at laíl the vic-

tors,
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tors, and Guatimozin tvas taken, as he w'as endea
vouring, by the way of the lake, to efeape from 
thc city. This unhappy prince was aftenvards 
bumed alive, by orderof the king of Spain’s trea- 
furer, being accufcd of the extraordinary crime of 
concealing his own gold from the invaders. H e 
bore his tortures with becoming fortitude, anddied,
as he had lived, likc a great prince and a brave 
man.

Thus was the whole empire o f México fubdued 
by fix hundred Spaniards, a circumftance fufficient 
to raife the admiration of the world. But eight 
ycars after Cortes’s expedition, Francis Bizarro and 
Diego d’Almagro, undertook one of the fame nature, 
by way of the South-Seas, and fubverted the cm- 
pire of Perú, as their fore-runner had done that o f 
México. This kingdom, for a number o f years, had 
been governed by a race o f abfolute princes, called 
Yncas, who were at firft the reformers, aftenvards 
fovereigns of the people. The ancient Peruvians, 
(accordmg to the traditions related by their poíleri- 
ty) lived in woods and caves, were favage and barba- 
rous, ufed promifcuous copulation, devoured hu
man fleíh, and difiered in nothing but their form 
from the brutos. At length a great legiílator arofe 
among them, who called himfelf the defeendant of
the fun, to whom he firft ere&cd temples, and naid 
divine U - J__  , •

.  t  — « M V  V V M t I U  J  J 1 1 W 1 1  1 1 U U A
t nmt* t tÑU .  1 .i r* i ..   ̂ _ . .

perfuaded
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perfuaded fome, and afterwards by tlieir help com-» 
pelled others, to become more civilized and hu
mane. A  long line of his fucceflors reigned after 
him. The twelfth. Ynca was named Huayna Ca- 
pac, the father o f Athabalipa. Thefe princes, of 
legidators had bccome conquerors, and the laft- 
Ynca had fubdued Quito. In this city, his fccond 
fon, Adiaba lipa, who had takcn his brother the 
Yuca, prifoner, was found at the liead of near forty 
thoufand of his own foldiers, armed with darts and 
long pikcs of gold and filver. —  Pizarra fent by 
his interpreten to trcat with Athabalipa, but re- 
ceived no very friendly anfwcr from the king, who 
thóught with jufticc that he had little rcafon to be 
pleafed with his new gueíts. Howcvcr, he gave 
them a meeting, after fcvcral cmbaffies and mef- 
fagcs had paíTed; and, what drcadful notions foevcr 
he might entertain of thefe invaders, he feemed to 
come well provided againít the worft, as he was 
attended by fo great an army.

The Spaniíh general, having difpofed every thing 
for his reccption, fent father Vincent de Valverda, 
to harangue him upon the bcnefits of the chriftian 
religión, which was aukwardly done by the nrieft, 
and ftill more aukwardly interpreted by an ludían 
whom the Spaniards called Philip, who was 
equally bafe and ignorant. Athabalipa being as 
muen m the dark as ever, confequently íliewed but 
little refpeft to dodrines he did not underíland, and

which,
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Which, if thcy had been nevcr fo well explained, 
were certainly too prematurely delivered. To in- 
creafe this mifunderltanding, a tumult arifiiw on 
account of the chriftians offering to feize an’ idol 
adorned with gold and precious dones. The dif- 
turbance alarming the father, he made hade to in' 
quire into the caufe of it ; and intcrpoíing amono- 
the Indians and Spaniards, the crofs and"breviarv 
between them were thrown to the ground. The 
bpamards immcdiately crying out, that thefe holv 
thmgs were profaned, fcll upon the Indians and 
routed them, without the lofs of a man. l>;zarro
with his own hand, pulled the Ynca from his lit- 
wr, and made him prifoner, in doing which he rc- 
ccivcd a dight wound from one of his own peonle

Tl M CíXUal,y Cager t0 feize hlm i this was- 
*  thG Ch” ft,an blootl f o *  «pon the occafion, while 
the poor harmlefs Peruvians were ílain like dicen 
t» the conquerors were tired with purfuing and 
killing them. Sonic fay, their prince had oulered

1C ,s more probable, the dread 
and adomíhmcnt which the horfes, the armour
and above all the firc-arms, had infpired, deprived

lem of 311 Aoughts of defence. H o^ ver dia
dS 1C U'as 11 blüoci>r rnaíTacre, and rededs eternal

m íe  nrTn thC l’erPctrators of Athabalipa bein> 
made prifoner, was treated with a kind of m0ck  r ’

orclers Í T p . f  y"f  ' f f° m,nc- ¡t !s ^  •
empire) to death í  i "  ^  lawful heir^  the

V0, I  HlCh WaS thc norít aftion of
D his
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his life. In other refpeéts he deferved not the fate 
which attended him ; for in the end, failing in his 
promife o f giving a moíl enormous ranfom for 
his liberty, he \va$ on various pretenccs condcmned 
to be burned, bnt obtained the favour to be ílran- 
gled firíl, on confenting to be baptized, and own- 
ing himfelf a chriítian.

After the death o f Athabalipa, many difputes 
arofe about the fucccflion, which, in the end, fell 
upon Manco Capac. This Ynca was ill-treated 
and imprifoned by the Spaniards, from whom he 
found means to e!capc, and gave them niuch trou- 
ble. A circumítance at that time happened, which, 
if  duly attended to, miglit have given this prince 
a chance of expelíing the invaders. This was no 
other, than a differencc between Pizarra and his 
lieutenanr Almagro, which produced open hoítili- 
ties. A deciíive battle, fought under the walls of 
Cuíco, gave the viftory to Pizarro, and Almagro 
was executed. The Ynca had diíbandcd his army, 
in the v o y  infaney o f thefe troublcs; fo that 
the Peruvians lolt that opportunity of ílruggl¡n°- 
once more for their freedom, the lofs of which' 
they have fince moíl feverely felt. Pizarra was af- 
terwards aflhilinated in his palace by lome of the 
partizans of his decealed enemy. And thus ended 
the lives of the conquerors of Perú.

The greateft part of Chili was reduced, and the Spa- 
niíli laws eílablilhed through all this quarter of the 
new world. The cruelty of the vidors, and theop-

preffions,
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{Srcífíons of the vanquiíhed, are too well known to 
be here expatiated on: if the former had aéled upon 
principies of humanity and true policy, they might 
havefaved whole deluges of blood,andrendered thefe 
acquifitions infinitely more ufeful to their pofífefiors.

It is remarkable, that the race of men inhabit- 
ing the continent of America, feemed to differ both 
in minds and perfons from their invaders, whole 
looks as well as their arms, flruck a terror into 
their hearts. At firíl they believed them to be gods, 
On account of their fuperior genius, íkiil, and cou- 
rage; —  one would have-imagined, that after expe- 
riencing their unexampled cruelties, they had oniv 
changed one error for another, and fuppofed 
them to be deítroying dasmons, commiíTioned to 
con found mankind. Arts werc indeed cultivated 
in México and Perú, and even war itlelf was reduced 
to fome kind of rule ; yet how did the weaknefs of 
thefe people expofe itfelf, in fuñfcring as they did, tlic 
deftruétion of their country ! Nay, the Peruvians, 
diriding themlelvcs into two partios, fought a- 
gainft each other, lilling under the banners of Pi
zarro and Almagro, their conquerors. How lar all 
this might arife from a defeft of sature, or how 
far from the llrength of prejudice, and the dread 
firíl imprefiéd upon their fpirits, may be worth the 
ferious confideration of a philofopher. One would 
be led to imagine nature to be alike indulgcnt to 
all the fons of Adam ; yet in lome diere is at 
leaít an apparent conftitutional inferiority.

D a This
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This reflexión naturally leads to the coníideration 
of what dock the inhabitajits of the new world 
fprung from, and how America was firít peopled, 
a queílion which cannot eafily be decided, if that 
continent is feparated onall fules byoceans from the 
reft oí the globe. Tlie difcovery of a north-weíl 
paíTage, would be likely to throw forne ligiit upon 
tliis; and it has at feveral times becn vmfuccefsfully 
attempted, j>erhaj>s owing to the inelemeney of the 
weather in thofe latitudes where it was fought for. 
The Ruffians have generally furmifed that America" 
is joined to the main land on the north-eaíl, or at 
lcaít feparated from it by a very narrovv llrait. How- 
ever, according to the niceit examination of the 
matter, it appears that there is a vaft diftance 
bctween the north-eaíl botmdary of the Tai- 
tars and California, to vvhieh they fuppofe it tu 
join. That there is a pafláge by the north-weíl to 
the fea on the other fide the globe, ílill feems 
liighly probable; though whether it will prmv 
fuch an one as may be navigated withour groar dif- 
ticulty and danger, is a queílion more indeter- 
m inate.

It theie be a connexion on any quarter with otir 
world, then will it no longerbe a problem how the 
weílern continent was peopled ; but if there be no
fuch junétíon, it will remain a debate__ Andíhould
we fay with a celebrated writer * , that men were

* M. <*c Voltaiie.

placed
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placed in America by the fame power, who caufed 
trees and plañís to fpring up there, it is likely the
anfwer would not prove a very fatisfaftory one__
In the P^ce, the only hiftorian *, who has 
givenus any rarional account of the creation, tclls 
us, that we all fprang from one man and one wo 
man, who drew theit firíl breath in the eaft. How 
then did their defeendants migratc to America in 
early times, before the ufe of the compafs Was 
known ? But if  we íhould pafs over this difficulty, 
and fuppofe with fome f , that this track of land 
was joined for fome ages to the continent of Alia, 
ílill another obítade remains. W e are ¡nformed 
both by facred and profane writers, that about two 
thoufand years after the Mofaic account o f the c-e

T r i j T r 1 “ mif ty "°°d> Wl,icha l the dwellmgs ot men, and fq n tr id  thefe 
lands, if cver they were joined. ¿  ,|lcy

*  Mofes.

Ín hia Thfory ° f  the Earth, h,s labourtd nrjíh

the c l h  T u  Críatl0n;, ,hC fca W“  n'ut UP bowe's of
, h’ Wh,Ch WaS “* a" Parts fmooíh, continué,1 fllrfaCÍ 

without mountains or valleys; and, c o n f e r i r ,  al! the con, ’

•«r ;, o f T : ,r' .f»............> >-•
hyP. V r , . 1 . t , t  ' " h “ fe"- ™>/i ‘"-os is tar jrom ¡jcln reeejv . . . .

«ere,
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werc, tlien the Americans, fuppoíing thcm to haví/ 
exifted trom thc crcation, and evcn granting rhat 
the deluge extended not to thcir world, (which 
perhaps is more than ooght to be granted) could 
nevcr have been thc fons and daug'hters o f Adam.
. ^ut we tlrfcend i rom this height o f fpecula- 

tion, and attribute the tnatter to more common 
circumftances, we may reafon in this manner; 
America was at firft feen by accidcnt, why might 
it not be peopled by accident likewife ? —  i f  
one man and one woman were fufficient to ftock all 
Europe, Alia, and Africa, why may we not al- 
l°w» tliat a *ew perfons driven hy contrary winds 
to the fourth quarter o f the World, might produce 
the fame effeft there ? -  If ¡t be aíkcd, how the 
defcendants of thefe could forget their origin ? 
any one who underftands human nature, may well 
return an anfwcr. When men are obliged to 
Ibift for thcir fubfiílance in woods and wilds, 
when they have no oppommities of converfation 
and improvement, and all thcir wits are era- 
ploycd in defending themfej ves from the inclemen- 
C'CS of thc weather, and providing the neccfTaries 
ot hfe, it is eafy to fuppofe they will, ¡n time, for
get the ufe of thofe faculties thcyceafc toexert, and 
thus the íucceeding generations may not remember 
from whac flock they carne. The anceftors of 
the Mcxicans, we are tokl, werc wild and favage; 
the Peruviana, according to thcir own tradirions,

lived

B R I T  r S H  E M P 1 R E

lived in rocks and caves, till drawn from theuce 
and.civilized by the Yncas. And all this might have 
becn the cafe, fuppofing thefe people to have bcen 
driven thither from any {frange country. For^ct- 
ful of thcir origin, men likc beafts may dcgene- 
ratc, till fome exalted genius awakes their lleepintr 
faculties, calis thcm from their favage haunts, and 
once more fits thcm for focicty— There is nothing 
but w hatis natural in all this; yet one queftion 
" li! ftl11 aní"c- ~  There are beafts in America o f 
whofe exiftcnce no traces can be found in 
Luropc. —  The inhabitants of Perú and México 
had never feen horfes. On thc contrary, the new 
world produces certain creatures which are ftrance 
to us. But is it-impoftible that there are fuch inour 
©wn world, in parts unknown, or that they may 
have exilled, at fome former period of time, in Afia 
Afnca, oreven in Europe itfelf? It is a General 
received notion, that no fpecies is entirdy ex- 
tmft lince the crcation: y e f i t  is certain,’ that 
wolves which formerly werc fo plentiful in Enc- 
land and \\ ales, are no where to* be found in the 
Bntiíh dominions. A  fpecies then may perifh it 
15 fewo an iíland; why not from a conti-
nent. I f  from one continent, why not from ano

. „ we ma>' Relieve a celebrara! uuthorto be
in earne , ¡n what lie fays of the interior parts o f 
Atnca, w e ihall find by the account which he gives 
Aut a whol* race of ara,,, Uanger of flfariog
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.hefam efaK .  whicK U ftill more extraordinary. 
Bm r ,s urged that the men as well as bea(¿ 
found ,n the weífern World, are, ¡n many ref.x^s, 
diflereot from thofe umicr our own hem iL eíe. J  
Are ñor the Eaít Indiana and the Europeans, rhe 
lcriians and the Caffrí Negrees as different? Do 
not the H o n ra o s  appear In lime refpeíts as ano-

thefe1T T  a , T  ' YC‘ *  “  l’ igM)' FO^W e, all thofe defeended from one eomtnon parar. The

Z Cfe ró- 0*0 ‘ hC, With thc Americana, 
whofe differtng fod and dimate, and other out-
ward accidents mlght oecalion the variation ob- 
lerved.

AH thefe indeed, are but conjeíturcs; yet in cafes 
ofthts kmd, probability i„ an hypothefe is all that 
can reafonably be cxpeclod. Howcver this vaft 
contincnt tras peopled, i, is certain that the nativos 
ot .t, inhabmng México and Pero, had forme,1 

emlelves tnto civil focieties, cultivated the arts 
and weie lar from being unhappy. One thing

■  M. d. Yoloir, „  In tht ¡nKr¡ot pm>

„  \  * " « h « T  íéiv ¡„ n,

„  ' ,n° are 3'  " lllte as fncw> with fice. likc thofe of the „e’
.« C>'°S’ r^ mbl¡ng thofe of á '

tralgc. fcxpatiatmg more fully 0n the matter íí
place, he % s, that the ncighbouring natlons are comimiaHv J "

■ ? -  b ükefv to he c
neg,oe lemale anfwertng ,his «lefeription, has becu often n etvñ 

t l f í S  •' Wl,CthCr *  btf °f this «■ *» yet to be Je.

howcver,

howtver is to be obferved, which is that accord- 
ing to the bell accounts, all thefe irilprovemenrf 
were not yet arrived at their maturity: —  Huavna 
Capac, the father of Athabaüpa, was but the 
twclfth Ynca of Pera, íince the firfl: legiflators, who 
drew thefe pcople from a líate of barbarifm; a cir- 
cumítance favourable to the opinioris here delivered, 
fmee if the peopling of thofe parts bore a date co- 
ffival with the creation, it is likely they would have 
been much fOotter civilized. The North-Ameri- 
cans ítill continué wild, and are perhaps o f a ílill 
later origin, otherwife the cafe it is prefumed would 
have been direétly the reverfe; ñor is it quite 
impoffible that thefe people may owe their origin 
to the Tartars whofe favage manners at leafl feem 
fo natural to them.

The difcovery of America and fending colonies 
thithcr occafioned many alterations in the fyftem of 
politics throughout Europe. The pope had grant- 
ed bulls dividing the territories fetded by the Por- 
tuguefe from thofe difeovered by the Spaniards by 
lines drawn to the Eaít and W e ll; but thefe 
were perpetually broken through, and by the 
voyages aftcrwards made to the South Seas, render- 
ed ufelefs and ridiculous. The circum-navio-ators, 
among whom Sir Francis Drakc ílands firft infame, 
at laft completed the defign of Columiras, and 
brought the Europeans acquainted with the fitud- 
tion of other tlations and their own. Gold ánct 

^ ü l* ^ E  fdver
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filvcr became plcntiful, tracíc flouriíhed, and all 
things aíTumcd a differcnt face from what they had 
done a ccntury before. The ¡ndefatigable laboura 
and laudable í̂ iirit o f a few found emplqyment 
for numbers, miniftered to the eafe and happincfs, 
and, ¡n procefs of time, to the luxury and extrava- 
gance o f nations.

The continentof America, lies between 35 and 
45 degrees o f W eft longitude, and between, 80 
degrces o f North, and 58 o f South latitude. It ¡s 
bounded 011 the fide.of Europe by the great Weft- 
cm Sea, and on the oppofite fidc by the Pacific 
Ocean. Its foii and climate are various, according 
to the différent fituations of its provinccs, fome of 
which exhibir the molí enchanting fccncs of beauty 
and fertility, while others are barren apd defart; 
but thefe lattcr are much more rarc to be found than 
the former ; and this fpot, taking it altogether, may 
be confidered as a vcry agrccable country, well fur- 
nifiietl with the necefláries, and even the luxurics 
o f lifc.

Having ajready givcn a fummary of the difco- 
veries o f Columbus, and the conqueft o f México 
and Perú by the Spaniards, which I confidered as 
a proper introdudion to rhis work, as their hiltory 
is fomerimesconneded with that of our owncolonies.
I íhall now proceed in the profecution of my main 
tiefign, which is to prefent the reader with an ac- 
count of the Britifii Empire in North America.
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Our

Our colonics in thefe parts peopled by men 
difcontented, and driven ffom their native home!¡ 
by religious perfecutions, defperate fortunes, or by 
a paflion for novelty and extraordinary undertak- 
ings, will a fiord a great field for reflexión and 
improvcmcnt. I f  we confider at what expcnce of 
time, wealth, and labour, thefe infant colonics wcre 
formed, how greatly they have increafed, and of 
what ufe they have proved to the mother- 
country, which at firft rejedeil their anccflors, 
we muft certainly be ftruck with wonder and 
amazement. The patience and induílry o f the firfl 
fcttlers; their perfeverance under difliculties and 
diftreíles, and the noble fpirit they cxcrtcd .in eftab- 
lifiiing themfelves in thefe remóte parts, moft cer
tainly  ̂dcferve the greateft commendations; and 
a laíhng memorial in hiflory, which will un-
doubtedly tranfmit their ñames with honour to latell 
pofterity.

It wasto the enterprizing genius of a Ilaleigh that 
we owcd the firft peopling of our colonies in North 
America. At the fame time, it is to be obferved, 
that, whatever inight be the extcnfive comprehen- 
fiün of that great man, in regard to commercial 
mtercfts, moft of thofc who undertook to fettlc in 
thefe parts were infpired with the hopes o f gaining 
vaft fortunes by gold and filver, and other mineral 
produfttons, ñor forefaw thofe greater and more cer- 
tam advantages, which proved, in the end, the
rewartl of tlieir unconcpicted fpirit, and unremitted 
labour.

E  2 North
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North America, propcrly fo called, was firíl 
difeovered by Scbaíüan Cabot, for the Engliíh, 
in tlie rcign of Henry VII. but remained for near 
a century unclaimed and uncultivated. It was 
not until thc year 1584, that the renowned Ra- 
leigh firíl fitted out ccrtain íhips, under the com- 
mand o f the captains Amidas and Barlow, who 
went on íhore on an iíland near tlie continent 
o f America. And fome time afterwards poffeífion 
was taken of part of the continent, under the ñame 
o f Virginia; a title beftowed on it in honour of 
the maiden queen, Elizabeth, who at that time 
fwayed the feeptre. Roanoke was the ñame of the 
iíland on which they landed. It was fituated near 
the mouth of thc river Albemarle, in North Caro
lina. Tbey carried on a trade with the inhabitants, 
and rcturned, bringing with them two of the na- 
tives; but made no attempts towards fettling a 
colony. Howcvcr, in April the next year, Sir 
Richard Grenville was encouraged to attempt a fe- 
cond expediiion with feven íhips, under the aufpices 
of him who had planned out the firíl. He arrived 
at the iíland of Wokokon, with the lofs of one of 
his vedéis. From henee he went to the continent; 
but plundering an Indian town was obliged 
to quir the íhore with prccipitation, and direft 
his courfe towards Cape Halteras. There he paf- 
fedover to Roanoke, where he placed a colony ofan 
hundred men, and from thence rcturned toEngland. 
Captain I .anc, whom he left at thc head of the fet-

tlement,
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tlcment, proceeded to make his difeoveries on the 
continent of America: but the Indians, after fome 
fruitlefs oppofition, retired, burning their corn-ficlds, 
and défolating their country : they grew jealous of 
tlie Engliíh, who, as they advanced, had every 
thing to fear from the favage inhabitants. Lañe 
howcvcr proceeded, and being perfuaded by Wiu- 
gina, an Indian prince, that he might meet with 
great treafures near the lburce of the river Moro- 
tock, failed up that river in boats, but failing in 
point of provifions, and not being fupplicd by the 
Indians, \v ho difappcared as faíl as he advanced, he 
returned, with his half-famiíhed crew, in great dil- 
trefs to the iíland. Meanwhilc, his falle friendWin- 
gina amuled him with vain hopes, at the lame 
time that he was in reality employed in concluding 
treaties with thc other Indian nations, for the total 
extirpation of the Engliíh. His defign was indecd 
difeovered, and his perfon fecured; yet the little 
colony was in danger of deítruétion, when happily 
Sir Francis Drake arrived on the coaít. Wearied 
and harraffed as they wcre, they had no longer any 
inclinations to fettle 011 thc inhofpitable íhore, but 
went on board the ílcet and gladly fet fail for 
England.

They had not long been gone, when Sir Richard 
Grenville arrived there with three íhips. Though 
he found no traces of his countrymen, yet he had 
the boldnefs to leave fiftecn men, vichialled for two 
years, upon the iíland.

lo
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In 1587, Raleigh equippcd three other rtiips, o:i 
board which were an hundred and fifty adventurcrs. 
Thefe he incorporated, by the ñame ot' thc Borough 
of Raleigh in Virginia. One captain W híte was 
conftituted governor, in whom, together with a 
council o f tvvclve períbns, the lcgiflative pon er was 
verted. Thefe, after a difficult pafTage, arriving at 
Roanoke, found no other marks o f the colony left 
there by Sir Richard Grenville, than the íkeleton of 
a man who had bcen murdered by the Indiana, 
and a houfe which had becn built by thc ftrrt fet- 
tlers. Anxious to know the fatc of rheir counrrv- 
men, and in fome meartire doubtful what might 
prove their own, they made all manner o f inquines 
after thefe unhappy perfons; and fome time 
alter, they were informed fevcn of thein had 
becn killed by thc favages, and the reft who ef- 
caped had gone over to another irtand near Cape 
Harteras, and were ncver heard of afterwards. 
The colony o f which wc are now fjieakirig, enler- 
ing into hoftilities with the neighbouring Indi- 
ans, found it neccflhry to fend their governor to 
England, to follicit fupplies, which he had much 
trouble irf obtaining. He fet fail with a reinforce- 
ment, on his return, but being attacked by a great 
ítorm, he puf back again to England. The fettlers 
were left to thcmfelvcs, and periíhed to a man, by 
famine, or the fword of the enemv. Thus, for 
want o f a proper attention, thefe unhappy perfons 
lort their Uves 3 and their countrymen, for the pre-

fent,
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fent, all their hopes o f eftabliíhing colonies on the 
North Eaft continent of America.

In 1,602, however, the captains Gilbert and Gef- 
nold failed from Plymouth, to that part o f Virginia 
callcd N ew  England, and built a fort on a iittle 
irtand, which they named Elizabeth; but, quarrel- 
ing with the Indians, it preved only a trading 
voyage, the profirs of: which defrayed the expencc 
oí tlie undertaking. Another enterprize,. o f likc 
naturc, was fet on foot by Mr.Hacluit, prebendanr 
of Briftol, which raet with thc like fuccefs. In 
1605, rIle lords Southampton and Arundel fenc a. 
lhip to Hudfon’s Rivcr, under captain Weymouth; 
but his men kidnapping fome of the Americans’
the mtent o f the voyage, to 1>lant colonies, was 
frurtrated.

. Thus much of rime and labour ivas thrown away 
xn íruitlefs undertakings; but in the year 1606, a 
company of gen tlemen and merchants obtained a 
patent to raile a fund for attempting new fetrle- 
ments in Virginia. — As to Raleigh’s granr, before- 
obtamed, it was forfeited when he was attainted 
and neccílarily reverted to the crown. Every oné 
Who has rcad thc Bngliih hiflory rnoft be acqminted 
wah thc charaftcr of that great man, lm enter- 
P 1 lng fpint, and the barbarous treatment he re- 

a " dVl , fto m  K i" S  The fpirit oftrade

“ the ¿“T 10”  h° " 'CVer- wh!d> ftirred „p 
poimníc X'XSt.hotwnhftandmg their repeated difap- 
1 tments, (1,(1 fubfilted, and the body o f men

above-
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above-mcntioned were incorporated under the 
ñames of the London and Briltol Companies. At 
the head of the latter were Sir J. Popham, chief 
juílicc, and Ferdinand Gorges, governor of Ply- 
mouth ; Sir Thomas Yates, and Sir George Sum- 
mers were likewife atting men in this undertaking. 
About an hundred adventurers fet out in thrce vef- 
fels, under t he command of captain Newport, fur- 
niíhed with ever ’ accoinmodation that cculd be 
thought neceíi'ary for their purpofe. They carne 
to an anchor in the bay of Chellapeak, at the latter 
end of April, in bad weather, and fell in with a 
party of Indiáns* whom they had the good fortune 
to defeat; and the next day, cntering the town, 
received their fubmiflions.

On their departure from England, the coloniíls 
had received fealed inilructjons relating to their in
ternal government. The time was now come in 
which they were to be opened. This was done in 
full alicm bly; and fome caufes of difpleafure to 
particular perfons were occafíoned by the contenta 
of thcm, and the refult of the fubfequent clc&ion ; 
this was in fomc meafure no morethan what might 
"be expefted. In all cafes of this na ture, fome will 
be offended, bccaufe all cannot be alike preferred. 
I íhall not howevcr ftop to expatiate on thefe griev- 
anccs, bur procecd to the more interefting parts of 
the hiifory *.

*  The nnincs of the cotincil were, Bartholomew Gcfnohl, 
Edward Wingfield, Chrillophcr Newport, John Srnith, John 
Hatclltf, John Martin, and Guorge KendaU. Mr. Wingfield

The
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The emigrants now began to treat with the 
neighbouring Indíans, and obtained leave to 
build a fort, and creft houíes on a fpot near the 
nvcr Powhatoc; this Uttle ehablilhment they 
called Jamés-Town, and gave the riverthe Eiwliíh 
name of James-River likewife; but, notwithñand- 
ing all thefc negociations, they foon found thcm- 
feh’es fubjedted to the attacks of the favaoe 
inhabitants ¿ and, in confequence, were obliged 
to amend their fortificarions, and to put themfelves 
more upon their gnard.

After having proceeded ¡n the ncceílarv bran- 
ches of agriculture, the fleet was difpatched 
back again to England, onc hundred and four 
mci, bcing left in James-Town. Thefe ha<l „„t 
rcmamed thcre long before ,hcy found themfelves 
mluccd to grcat ncaffity, andalike purfued by 
dtfeafe and by the fword. Several pco.de of con. 
fcqucnce pcriiltcd, and the colony was in the ut- 
moft ddtreft, when they thought f.t to chufe 
the,r rcjedted membet, Sraith, fot theit prefident,

T °  a“ ei,ted Ihc otee, and endeavoured to re- 
tneve their almoft ruiiled fortunes. He eiwaircd 
the Indíans with various fuccefs»; and, byfrc-

7 7 “ ’
nient, whicli had r i • h clns oi that gavera-

-M- «¡üt x t :  “ ,hc :”â
áuivet Wd bei,R “  t n p r w iw ,  he wattaleea |irifoncr hyihe 

“ ■ ™d hemg eondemned todU, wa, p re iira i l.y ,l,e ¿ L
* OLa I .  p
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quently defeating them, kept up the finking co
lon)'. But the villany of fomc, and the careleflhcfs 
o f others, together with many accidental caufes alj 
working together, contributed again to fink the 
colony to the loweft ebb. At laíl a patcnt was 
obtained for the appointment o f a governor, with 
greatcr privileges, and more authority than before. 
Lord Dclawar was pitched upon for rhis purpofe ; 
who conflitutcd Sir George Summers, Sir Thomas 
Yates, and captain Newport, his deputics. Thcy 
fct fai! with nine íhips : eight o f thefe, with near 
five hundrcd perfons, got lafe to Virginia; bqt the 
ninth, on board o f which were the deputy-gover- 
nors, was íliipwrecked on the iílands of Bermudas: 
meanwhile thofe who arrived were rendered un- 
able, by party-divifions, to do ány fervice to their 
countrymen or themfelves. Difcord rearcd her 
baleful head, and ílill contmued to threaten 
their abfolute deftruélion : diforder, and the de- 
ílroying fword were rife amongft them : in a word, 
they experienced every evil that could enter into 
tlie heart of man to conceive, when firít the dc- 
puty-govemors, and afterwards the Lord Delawar 
himfelf arrived to their afh(lance. The former of

rofity of an Indian woman, who not only obtained of the chicf, 
het father, the grant of his life and liberty, but alfo held a corre- 
ípondence with him ; in the courfc of which fhc informed him of 
all her countrymens plots againft the Er.gliíh; fo that he was over 
prepared for, and ready to defeat them. Tliis circumflance may 
appear román ti o, but it is well cnough attcltcd.

thefe
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thefe gentlemen had made íhift to coríftrudt two 
veflels out of the timber fouñd on the iílands, that 
had conveyed therti ih fafety to tliis feene o f con- 
fufion, which however they were fo little able to 
reduce to order, that the whole colony had adhially 
deferted their town, and were ready to fail for Eng- 
land, when the latter arrived, who by his prudence 
and juftice, and a due exertion of his extraordinary 
abilities, pfevcnted their defertion, obliged them to 
feturn to the fettlemcnt they had forfaken, and 
made fuch wife regulations as again reíloréd the co
lony to a more comfortable and happy ftate.- 

Thus by the coridua: of oñe fetifible and fpirited 
min was JdmeS-Town again rendered an habita- 
tion fit for Englifllnien, and a fettlement revived, 
which if it had then untimely expired, would pro* 
bably have thrown fo grcat a damp upon the ar- 
dour of the EngÜíli adventurers as might in futuro 
have prevented all thofe advantages which Great 
Brltain has lince reaped from colonízation. Thiá 
governor made many appointments, fet about a re* 
formation of manners, baniíhed, in a grcat mea- 
fure, all party difeontents, and held the fword of 
juftice with fuch a fteady harid as failed not to ren- 
der him at once beloved by his friends and dreaded 
uy his enemies. He difpatchcd Sir Thomas Yates 
over to England with the moft flattering account 
oí the líate of the colony. Soon after he himfelf 
returned likewife for the recovery o f his health, to

F  a his

I  N  A M E R I C A .



B R I T I S H  E M P I R E

his native country. Still however the afTairs of his 
govemmcnt were his great caro, and thcfe he re- 
prefented in luch a light as engaged the new com- 
pany to fend fupplies o f men and moncy to Vir
ginia. Firft captain Dale with three íhips, and after- 
wards Sir Thomas Yates arrived there with nine 
more, in quality of Lord Delawar’s deputy. Ar 
this time an Engliíh captain marrying the daugh- 
ter of an Indian chief, fecurcd the friendíhip of one 
who was before a foe, and greatly benefited the 
afTairs of his ■ countrymen in thofe parts.

In the year 16 iS, Lord Delawar reimbarked 
for Virginia, but ended his days on the paflage. 
M f. Argol was now entruíted with the adminiflra- 
tion of afTairs; but as he was thought to attend 
more to the dilcovery o f new countries than to the 

. g °od govemmcnt o f his province, he was recalled, 
and Sir George Yardley liicceeded him in the go- 
vernment. The cultivación of tobáceo was greatly 
owing to this gentleman, who befides altercd the 
form o f the conllitution, fo as to rcfemble as nearly 
as poíliblc that o f Great Britain. The cquncil was 
modellcd bv the Houle of Lords, the general af- 
fembly by that o f the Commons, and in 1620, 
thcfe eflates of the province met at Jamcs-Town 
for the difpatch of bufmefs.

This might propcrly be callcd the rife of our 
firíl fettlemcnts in North America, the fuccefs of 
which gave birth to many others; aiul in proccfe 
ot lime the new World, became the afylum of all

who

who were male-contents, either in regard of reli
gión, or politics, of all who were raadc uneafy by 
their prívate circumftances at home, or who by a 
difpofitiofi for roving, chofe to feck their fortunes 
abroad: before fuch adventurers all toils and dan- 
gers fcemcdto vaniíh, or even when thcy really felt 
ihem they were gcnerally afhamcd to complain of 
the choice they had made, and were only dili^ent 
m ProP°ttion as they had more difficulties ro°en- 
counter with. Thus, one fettlement producino- an- 
other by a laudable induftry they latd the foundation
°  a Sr?at cral,irc> equally benefited thcmfelves 
and their mother country.

But in this place we will ftop to give the reader 
lome account of the climate and natural productions 
o f New England. The fummer feafon is warm 
Uit of íhort duration. For the fpace of two month^ 
the fky continúes perfeélly clear, which renders the 
country lo healthy, that it is reported to agree bet- 
ter with Britifh conftitutions, than any other of the 
American provinccs. The winters are long and 
fe\ere, the wind often boiíterous, and the air ex- 
tremely fiiarp, but not intolerable. Naturalills at- 
cnbe the early approach, the length, and the ieve- 
nry of the winter feafon, to the largc freflx water 
JakeS lying to the north weft of New England.

\vards the fea, the land is low and inarlhy; 

but, as you approach the interior country, it rifes 
mto lulls, and OÍJ the n o ^ . ^  Recomes altogether

rocky
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rocky and mountainous. Round Maflachufets Bay, 
the foil is black, and as rich as in any part of Ehg- 
land; and the firft planters found the grafs abové 
a yard high, but rank for want of mowing. The 
uplands are lefs fruitful, being for the moft a mix
ture of fand and gravel, inclining to clay; though 
even there a fufficient quantity o f corn, and culi- 
nary vegetables are produced for the fubñílence of 
the inhabitants.

Few countries are better watered with rivers and 
lakes than New England, though the latter are not 
fo confiderable as thofe to the weft and northward. 
Seven of the rivers are navigable, all abound in fiíli, 
and máñy of them anfwer every püfpofe o f com- 
merce. Conneélicut river, in particular, ni ay be 
navigable a great way by the latgeíl veflels. It 
rifes in the northern fronticr tíf the province, and 
runs direélly fouth, through the cliílriít of its owrt 
ñame, until it difeharges it'feíf between the towns 
of Saybrook and Lirte,- after a courfe of two hurr- 
dred miles. The other moft confiderable ftreams 
are the Thamcs, Pifcataqua, Merimech, Saca-, Kcn- 
nebetty, Patuxet, Cu feo, and a few others; and tO 
the convenience of fo many fine rivers, may we 
aferibe the great number o f largó and populouS 
towns in this province. Befides river fiíli, the coaft 
ábounds with cod; and formcrly there was a whalc- 
fifhery between New England and New York, 
which is now entirely cngroíTed by the Newfound-

landcrs.
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íanders. The cod taken here are falted and export- 
ed, not only to the fugar colonies, but likewife to 
Europe, conftituting a very confiderable article in 
the trade o f the province.

The country is fruitful in all kinds of efeulent 
plants, pulfe, and corn; but Indian corn, or maize, 
which the natives cali Weachin, is the moft culti- 
vated, and was alone known here on the firft ar
rival o f the Europcans. The following is the ac- 
count of it, communicatcd to the royal fociety by 
Mr. Wmftrop, and judged worthy of being inferir 
?d in the Philofophical Tranfaftions. « The ear 
n  a fpan long, compofed of eight or more rows 
ot grain, according to the quality of the foil, and 
about thirty grains in each ro w ; fo that cqch ear, 

4t a medlum> produces about two hundred and ’forty 
grains, which is an aftoqifhing increafe. It is of 
vanous colqurs, red, white, yeüow, black, green, 
&c. and the diverfity frcqucntly appcars not only 
in the fame field, but in the very famc ear of corn; 
though white and yellow be the molí common. 

trong tluck huíks íhicld the tender ear from cold 
and ftorms; and in many of the provinces in North 
America, the ftalk grows fcven or eight feet hio-li 
and proportipnably ftrong and thick. It is ob- 
en/able, that the maize dwindles, the farther you 

aavance to the northward, whence it appears that 
T'arm el,mates are more congenial toitsnaturc; 

,, ind ĉd *ts luxi,r¡ance in the hotteft dimes on 
p e  coaft 0f  Africa fufficiently evincc'the Indian

corn
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corn to be a native of the more fouthern latitudes. 
The ftalk is jointcd likc a cañe, is fupplicd with a 
juice as fweet as that of the fugar cañe; but from 
the experiments that have bccn made, it appears 
ro be incapable of being rendcrcd ufcful. Every 
joint is marked with a long leaf or flag, and, at 
the top, íhoots a branch of fiowers likc rye blof- 
foms. The ufual time of fowing, or, as it is here 
called, of planting, is from the middle of April to 
the middle of M ay; but, in the northern countries, 
the corn is not put in the ground before June; yet 
the harvelt is ripc in due feafon, owing ro the ex
treme warmth o f the fummer months. Tliis corn 
the Indians boil till it is tender, and eat with fiíh, 
fowl, or fleíli, as bread. Sometimos they bruife it 
in mortars, and then boil i t ; but the raoll ufual 
method is to dry the corn high, without burning, 
ro fift and bcat it in mortars into fine meal, which 
the Indians either eat dry or mixed with water. 
The Engliíh bake it into bread in the famc man- 
ncr as flour; but the beít food made from it is 
falled Samfi; the corn being fteeped in water, for 
half an hour, beat in a mortar until it is thoroughlV 
clearcd of the huík, then fifted, boiled, and caten 
with milk, or butter and fugar, likc rice; which 
is not only an agreeablc, but an wholeíomc dier. 
pood ílrong beer may alfo be brewed from it, 
groen, without ufing the expenfive European me- 
jhod of malting.

New

40 B n  I T  I S H  E M P Í R E
New England produces a great variety of fowls ; 

uch as geefe, ducks, turkies, hens, partridges, wid- 
geons, fwans, herons, heathcocks, pigeons, &c. Ñor 
*  the feathered kind in greater plenty than are the 
quadrupeds more .mmediately neceíTary to human 
jubfiítence and convenience. AU kinds of Euro- 
pean eatde thHve here, and multiply exceedingly •

and feÍi* °KI the ^10̂ ince «  hardy, mettlefome 
and fen» iceable, but finall. Here alfo are clks
deer, har«, rabbits, fquirrels. beavers, otters, mon-
keys, racoons, feble», bears, wolves, foxes, ounces
•nd a variety of other tame and wild quadrupeds •
fomc of which are miported into Great Britain as
or^neuriofitie,, But the tnoíl extraordin"’

thefe animals ,s called the Mofe, which is hm

E n g lÍ l .  JOffdyn> ^  hÍS ™  of New

«  «T h e  Mofe is about twelve feet high, havinF

« tw e H e T % and b,r° aa’ PalmS> fom e^ n t n e a r  
« His 1 7 ”  T  thC tlp ° f  ° ne horn t0 ti,e other.
<f H  s b° dy 15 about th? fiw of a bull’s ; his necic 
«  ^ ! n?b eS a ftag,S; llis ta'ú is fomewhat longer
deferibe^rh CXtreT ' y grata/uL” This author cnbes thcmannerof hunting the Mofe; but as

've íh a iu (V  m  d,1VCrfi° n ,S no'v ln'ctcy " ’ell over,

m^y aferibe to rre tlu H w ^ ^ h r11101!other mf , - i he rattle-uiake is an-

Vol. I. S ‘ Fhe account givenoftlhs
J  viuomous'
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vcnomous animal is, that Naturc has wifely pro* 
vidcd it Ihould givc warning of its motions by 2 
rattle of twenty loofc, hard, cartilaginous rings in 
the tail, which íhake and beat as it moves, without 
any voluntary excrtion. Somc, indeed, alledge ir 
only makes a noife whcn the animal apprehends 
itfelf in danger, and calis out for aíliítance. Ir 
length, this fnake is commonly about four or fivf 
fcet, is lefs hazardous than other ferpents, and fel* 
dom attacks any human creature without provoca' 
tion; is provided like the viper with a poifonous 
bag, at the root of a hollow forked tooth, whicbi 
bcing comprefied, as the animal fixes its jaws, pour* 
out a ílrong poifon on the wound, that is mortal ir 
a few hours, unlefs proper remedies are applied.

New England abounds in cxcellent timber, oak< 
aíli, pine, fir, cedar, elm, cvprefs, bcech, walnut) 
chefnut, hazel, faflafras, famach, and other wood) 

ufed in dying* or tanning lf.ather, carpenters work, 

and fhip-building; yet fuch was the deftruftiofl 
made in the forells, that u law was pafled to preven* 
the wafle of woods, by infli&ing penalties on thofe 
who cut down trecs of a certain kind, before the/ 
were arrived at fpecified growth and age. The 
pines are equal to thofe of Norway in growth and 
ílraitnefs; and it is ccrtain, Great Britain might b* 
provided from this country with all the material* 
of fhip-buiíding, at preferir purchafcd in the north* 
ern kingdoms, at the expencc of a coníiderabk 
fum of ;cady money to the nation. The oak, i*1' 

1 <jcíd>

deed, is reported to be inferior in quality to that of 
England ; but as the foreíts of Great Britain are on 
the decline, it is ccrtainly politic to be careful of 
this valuable commodity.— But ir is now time to 
return to our hiílory.

O F  n e w f o u n d l a n d  A N D  

N  O  V  A - S  C  O  T  I A.

W H I L E  the colony of James-Town was in- 
crcafing, other fettlements had been eftabliíhed 
along the coaíl; and Newfoundland was peopled 
by the Engliíh.— Sebañian Cabot, in the year i 497j 
hrft difeovered this iíland, which is fituated be- 
tjveen 46 and 51 degrees north, and is bordered on 
the north and fouth by Cañada and Nova Scotia, 
the latter bemg feparated from it by a narrow 
channel,

A  fruitlefs expedition thitherwas undertakcn by 
fome privare adventurers in the rcign of Kine 
Henry VIII. In 1519, Mr. Cottoü o f Southam," 
ton fent captain Whitburn to fiíh on the great 
bank; and he was afterwards employed by Mr. 
Crook of the fame place for the like purpofe! 
Wlulc this gentleman ftayed on the iíland, Sir 
WumphreyGilbert arriying there, took pofl'effion of 
it forQueen Elizabeth, About fourteen years after 
this, b,r Laurence Tanfield, Sir John Doddridge, 
and Sir Francas Bacon, with feveral other perfons 

°  n0tC’ obtamed 11 grant o f lands from Cape Bona- 
G  2 villa
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viña to St. Mary’s, whithcr a colony was fent un* 
der the conduét of Mr. Guy. In 1614, captain 
Whitburn again failed thither with a commiflion 
to enquire into divcrs abufes among thofe who car- 
ricd on the fiíliery, which was become veryextenfive.

The next year a littlc colony was founded at 
Cambriol, on the fouthern part of Ncwfoundland, 
o f which the fanie Whitburn was appointed go* 
vernor. Sir Georgc Vaughan, a Román Catholic, 
alfo obtained the grant o f that part of the coaft 
lying between St. Mary’s to the fouthward, and 
the Bay of Bulls to the eaftward ; and the puri- 
tans reforted thither. Captain Edward Wynne ar- 
rived beforc Sir Gcorge, with a fmall colony, at 
Newfoundland, to prepare every thing necefláry 
for him ; and bore the commiffion of governor. 
H e placed himfelf at Ferry-land, erefted grana- 
ries, and accommodatcd every thing as well as the 
fituation would admit of. Lord Faulkland, lieu* 
tenant of Ireland, alfo fent a colony to Ncwfound* 
land: but at this time the proprietor, who was 
made lord Baltimore, returned to England, where 
he got a grant of Maiyland, on the continent of 
North America; notwithflanding which he ílill 
kept his fettlement at Ferry-land, which he go- 
verned by his deputies. Coloides were in a few 
ycars planted in various parts o f the iñand ; and 
the French, not to be beliind hand with us, feated 
themfelvcs at Placentia. From the time, however, 
that ihefe lañ arrived, they were conftantly quarrell*

ing

ing with their neighbours, and frequent engage- 
ments happened between them with various fuc- 
« fle s : but peace at lañ determined the matter, 
and fecured to us our rights, unlefs the French 
íhall be in a condition to break the treaty.

The weather, in this country, runs upon ex
tremes; the fummers are very hot, the winters 
exceffively coid, and exhibit a difagreeable pro- 
fpeéf of fnow and ice for whole months together; 
and, whatever fome vifionary writers may have 
dreamed of the fertility of its foü, and the beauty 
ot us landfcapes, it is certain, that the ground is 
m general barren, yielding mofs inftead of grafs 
and fo littlc of corn and other natural produfts’ 
and that the inhabitants are obliged to be depen- 
dant on their fuppücs from Europe for the necefla- 
nes of life. Timbcr, however, is plentiful here, and 
the country  ̂ abounds in deer, haré, and beavers. 
But the fea ,s the greateft mine of treafure it can 
boaft: it is for the fake of the cod-liíhery, fo often 
difputed between the Engliíh and the French, that 
both nations have fo earneíUy defired a fettlement

Ííland’ The natives are a pcople of a mild 
> pofition, but much given to pilfering and dther 
can tncks, of which they are not at all aíhamed

l.a ,m  thcir bodle!i and >te ^

Wh,ch fcems t0 arife from a method 
) lave of plucking the hairs out by the roots

'hc they appear. They ere (hor, (I

Z ’0: ith br  L“s'often much deformed in their features.

Nova
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Nova Scotia, on which Ncwfoundland borders, 
Í3 the next Britilh fettlementt wc íhall confider, and 
which comprehending Acadia, is bounded to the 
eaft and fouth by the ocean ; on the north-eaíl and 
north-weft by the river St. Laurcnce, and on the 
weft and fouth-weft by Cañada and New England, 
extending frora the 43d to the 5 ift dcgrec oí 
north laritude, and including a !}>acc o f near íix 
hundred Englilh miles

In 1618, governor Argol failed to Cape Cod, 
where being informed that the French had made a 
fcttlement to the northward, at Sr. Croix, he pro* 
ceedcd thither, and found a little colony, with 3 
fmall fort, and a íhip at anchor ; of the latter he 
made himfelf mafter, and then turned his arms a- 
gainft the garrifon, who furrendcred at difcretion. He 
afterwards diílodged the French from another poft 
at Port Royale, thegarrifon and people of which were 
tranfported to Cañada, where, by their unwearied 
induftry and artfnl policy, they raifed at laft a flou- 
riíhing colony. It appcars, that king Charles the 
Firft, confidercd Nova Scotia, and Cañada as the 
property of England, and he made out grants -f

* The French (lili cali this country L ’Acadic; but under 
that ñame numberlcf  ̂ havc bcen the difputes with regavil to ¡M
boundarics: thefc our good ncighbours having alwavs ende»-
vourcd to fecure to themfclves the moít beautiful and beft cuite 
vated fpots, would gcncrouily havc permitted us to plant colonia 
on all the barren rocks in North America.

f  To Sir David Kirk and Sir William Alocan,ler.

accordingly*

accordingly. However, in 1632, for reafons beft 
known to himfelf, he relinquiíhed this right; but 
Crormvel, more fpirited, took the matter into’ con- 
fideratíon, and fent major Sedgwick into Cañada, 
who reduced the country, and obliged the French 
to fubmit at difcretion. Treary confirmed it to the 
Engliíh, in the year 1635 *.

M hen the French were fettled in their poflefliorts 
having formed alliances with the natives, whofe 
fnendfliip they ufed every art to cultívate, they 
loon became very troublefomc to the Emrliíh 
colomes, and together with their favage allies 
they were guilty of lucí, inli.1» and depredatíom' 
as it iras thought highly jfropér to chaftife thera 
for. Colonel Phipps was accordingly fent in the 
year ,6 9o with feven hundred men. to attack Port

The 1  '  “  ” nrol’S'y fonified place.
The governor cap.tulatcd, and was fent to Ca
ñada. This advantage was yieldcd up by treatr. 
fo't m 1709» the French were a fccond rime 
obliged to evacúate Port Royale, to which Ae 
ñame o f Annápolis Boyal was giren. Bv Ae 
peaee of Utrecht, the whole provincc was ceded to

o :r c: r r " ith an right ° f

r h:' "  “ J* j  * * *  * * *
a lk » iL  , w  K. "  r  - 1 pn“  wMeh » “  a s™  paiil.
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But the French, regardlefs of the treaty, a<£tcd, 
from time to time, in open violation of it; they 
were always engaged in cabals with the Indians, and 
frequently proceeded to open afts of hoftility. 
By means, of thefc, they ¡nfulted the Engliíh veffeli 
fiíliing on the coaft, killed feveral Europeans, and 
attacked Annapolis, but wcre rcpulfed with lofs. 
Nova Scotia, which fcems to have been little at- 
tended to by the Engliíh, was foon reduced to a 
ruinous condition ; and, in 1745, the French at 
Louiíbourg, having firft feized Canfo, and co- 
vered the feas with privateers, made an attempt on 
Annapolis, under the conduét of a French miffion- 
ary named Luttre; but the arrival of a privatecr 
from Bofton, obliged him to decamp; yet the 
principal iñhabitants fent their moíl valuable ef- 
fefts thither.

Du Vivier foon after joined the French mifiion- 
ary with a body of Indians and fixty of his regu- 
lars. Being cncamped at Minas, he repeatedly 
fummoned the garrifon of Annapolis to furrender, 
but in vain ; they held out bravely, and the con- 
fequcnce was, that he was obliged to dcfiíl from 
his enterprize.

The govcrnment of Mafl'achufet Bay, about 
this time declared war with the Indians of Caj* 
Sable, forbidding all the natives who wcre in al- 
liance with the Engliíh, from holding any corref* 
pondence with the enemy ; but they forbade in 
vain. The French found the means of drawing

them
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them off from their allegiancc, and one thou- 
fand of them joining M. Marín, a Canadian, 
once more befieged Annapolis, but wcre called 
a"  ay to deíend Louiíbourg, which ¡was then at
tacked by the Engliíh both by land and fea.

M. Ramfay, and M. d’Anvillc, again fucceflive- 
1) attacked this feemingly deyoted place, but both 
met with the fame ill fortuné as their predeceflbrs 
Jn command haii done. After various fucceffes in 
thefe parts, the French at lalt, at the. peacc of 
Aix-la-Chapelle, ceded Nova Scotia to Great-Bri- 
tain; but the treaties of that nation, like the 
oracles of oíd, generally admitting of equivoca- 
non,, this formal ceffion prevented not a feries of 
dilputes concerning the limits of the territory in
queibon, and contributed to give rife to another 
war.

Annapohs and Canfo are the chief totvns in rhis 
provmce, thc forracr o í tvhich has an excdlent 
harbour, capable of. containing a thoufand veílcls 
Canlo is íituate on thc eaftern fhore, is chiefly ufe- 
hü on account of its fiíliery. But here u c ' muft 
not omk r<) mención the town of Halifax, cv hidi 
0Wcs its firft eftabliíhmcnt to the earl oftíiat ñame 

l'hree thoufand familias were tranfported to ñxc 
new feitlement in this country in i 74,, and fol-

1]utl0nal therc toproteñ them fr o m th c L  
,S .°f l*c natives* Hatffax has a fine harbour, 
, 15 0therwIfc VCT  commollioufly fituated; it 

nnkes no contemptible figure; yet the ground is
'  OI • 1, IT w .11 not



not well improvcd, as it is difficult to be cleared, 
and far from being very fertilc. The incurfions of 
the Indians here are very frequent and vcry trou* 
blefome, and prevent the coloniñs from carrying 
on thcir Works of agrlculture. They are obliged to 
N ew  England for moft of the neceflaries of life, 
having little o f thcir own befides the filhery to 
fubfift on.— Thcrc is alfo a little fettlement of 
Germans from Halifax, at a place callcd Limen- 
burg. —  The Cape Sable coaít is valuable on ac- 
count of fiíhing, and is famous alfo for good 
harbours. —  The iíland o f Sables lies within the 
famc jurifdi&ion.

Cape Bretón is the largcft iíland in the gulph of 
Sr. Laurencc, finíate from 45 to 47 degrees of 
north latitudc: it commands the fiíhcries in the 
bay, and, in the hands of the Frcnch, might prove 
a great annoyance to our Ncwfoundland trade. 
W hen the fort of Louilbourg on this iíle was laft 
takcn by our troops, it was demoliíhed, and 
left in ruihs. St. John’s iíland belongs likcwife 
to the Engliíh in thefe parts; but it is a place o f too 
little confideration to be dwelt upon in this hif* 
tory.

The whole territory of Nova Scotia, fecms to 
have been rather kept as as barrier and defcnce of 
our colonies, than for any vaft profits of anothet 
'kind vvhich could accrue to cither party from the 
pofleflion o f it ; fincc, as wc have alrcady ob* 
ferved, the ioil is far from being fruitful, and

were
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were the affiftance it receives from the mother 
country withdrawn from it, it would at once fall 
to nothing; yet here it was, on this unloveLy fpot, 
that the French, as wehavc already obferved, made 
thcir early fettlements, and from henee ovcrfpread 
Cañada, and the adjacent country. W e have now 
got rid of thefe troublefome neighbours ; and not 
only this province, but a vaft traft of North Ame- 
nca, formerly in thcir territory, acknowledges 
our foVereignty, and pays obcdience to a Bririih 
government : thus have thofe difturbers of the 
peace by a juft difpenfation of Fate, not only |t,ft 
"  iat they unjuftly contended for, but alfo their 
own pofleftions with it.

O F  N E W  E N G L A N D  A N D  T H E

C H A R T E R . G O V E R N M E N T  S.

H A V I N G  thus deferibed thefe northern colo- 
nies we íhall now return to the aftairs o f New- 
England or Virginia, of which being the firft 
previoufly fettlement, we were under a neceflity 
to fay fo much, and have alrcady made mention 
of anumerous colony at James-Town there.

e diflénters, who began to be very much ner-
^ U . W . h a d b y t h U t o c . J d e  . f i S

I ’ "  of *=  “ “ "try. Some of
> " b o  were retired to Leyden, whofe oaftor

over rnaiN d .Il WbÍnfün’ formed a defign 0f  going 
0 c'v -England, and, through the iuterccf-

íion
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íion of Sir Rubcrt Naunton, the fecret'ary of fíate, 
obtained leave from king James I. to put it in exe- 
cutian. After many dilappointments, thcy failed
from Plymouth in two íhips, contamíng one hun» 
dred and twenty paíi'engers befidts feamen; but 
either thmugh treachery or miflake, \vere obliged 
to land at Cape Cod, where it feeins thcy had no1 
inclination to have difembarked. Mr. Jqhn Carvcr, 
was chofen their governor, went wkh fixreen 
man ro Barnftaple county, to find a convenieut 
fpbt to fettlc on, but rcturned difappointed. Ano* 
tl’.er party, going in fearch o; a harbour through 
Ratuxet country» met with better fuccefs. The)' 
found a tract of land which feemed proper fof 
their purpofe, fettled thcmfelvés there, and called 
it New Plymouth. Many of thele ncw colonila 
died the fucceeding winter. In tlic fpring, a 
Scgamorc, onc of the Indian chiefs, vifited them, 
and afterwards prevailed upon the grcar Sacheiu 
Mallafoit, with a train of fixty perfons to do the 
farrie. It is fatd, this chief made them a prefent 
of the land whereon thcy had built New Ply* 
mouth, and all the adjacent country.

Mr. Bradford, who fucceeded Carvcr in the go- 
vernment, being informad of certain depredationJ 
commirted by fome ol" the favage tribes of Indians* 
who feemed determined to keep no terms with 
the Engliih, detached captain Standifh, with a 
fmall party o f men to reduce them, which he di«
fo cffeétually, that it is laid, the neighbourin|f

chiefs made a formal fubmiffion * . The plánte» 
had now great hopes of fuccefs, to enfure Avhich 
however, their íhip the Mayflowcr, was difpatch- 
ed to England, in the fpring of theyear 1621. A 
great number of palíengers arriving ibón after, 
with one Weílon, provifions grew fcarce; and as 
thefe ncw fettlers had brought none with them, it is 
likely a faminc would hayc enfued, but that the 
arrival of an Englilh merchantman on the coaft 
prevented it. Weílon produced a patent for eíla- 
bliíhing a new fettlement, at a place called Wafu- 
gufquafet, in order to propágate the doctrines of 
the church of England. He was juílly difguíled 
at the formal cant of fome of the puritans, and 
they wcre no lefs difpleafed with bis religious prin
cipies : the confcquence was, that the two colo

A' In the accounts which mention this fubraiflion, wc fnul 3 
copy of an inftrumcnt, whercby they bouml thcmfelvcs, which 
xuns as follows :

“  Kn"'» ail raen by tbefe prefents, tbat wc, wbofe ñames are 
*• bcrcunto anncxed, do acknowledge ourfelvcs tlic legal fub- 
“  je'éls of James, king of Great-Britain. In witnefs whereof 
“  and as a teftimony of the fame, wc haré fubferibed our 
“  ñames or raatks, as followcth : [Obquámebtid, Cawnacome 
“  Obbatinua, Nattamawhunt, Coubatant, Chillaback, Quada. 
*• quina, Huttamoidcn, Apadnow.]” — This llory however cav- 
n«s with it rather too much of the air of a romance. F iril, 
bccaufc it is unlikely the favages íliould be fo gencrous as lo 
makc fnch a grant; and, Secondly, bccaufc it is almoíl certain 
that thcy werc ignorant of the naturc of written detds ; and if  
they did rcally flgn fuch agreement, they kncw not what they 
did, jqd ntight the mopc calily be impofed pn.
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nics beca me in thcir hearts invetérate enemies. A 
conlpiracy of thc Indians was at this time reported 
to be formed againft the new comers, which thc 
diílénters ¿ttributed to the irreguJarities the)’ pre
tended to have feen pra&ifcd by thofe meo ; though 
others are of opinión, tliat al! rliis was no more 
than a feheme of thc formalills to. ruin thc fcttlc- 
ment, and to gain honour by fuppreffing a plot that 
they themfclves had firft encouraged, or which had 
perhaps no real cxiítcnce. —  This latter opinión 
feems to be the more truly founded, as captain 
Standiíh from N ew Plymoutli, affilted by eight 
men only, fupprefled this dreadful confpiracy.

This colony nowgrew to a floarilliing date, and 
plans were laid in Oíd England, for introducing 
cpifcopacy among them. Mr. Gorges, fon to Sir 
Ferdinando Gorges, arrived there wirh feveral fa- 
milies, and a church of England clergyman. 
They oppofed him ; thc tme fpirit of°fanatic 
obítinacy prevailed, and, weary of contending wirh 
a people whom he found it impoffible to bring to 
reafon, he returned wirh all his a (Tociates. The 
New-Plymouthers fome time afterwards niadc 
feveral overtures towards purchafing the patent of 
thc Plymouth company. In this they met unth 
fome obftacles; but at laft, fending over Mr. 
Winílow, he obtained it for their governor, who 
furrendered it to thc general council. The affiñants 
vvere mcreafed to five; for the rejiublican fpirit of 
thefe colonills rendered them extremelv fearful of

truíling
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trufting power even wirh onc who had never done 
any thing to forfeit their eftcem and confidence. Mr. 
Winílow, returning from his negociation in thc 
ycar 1624, bronght over, amongft other fupplies 
a bull and three heifers, the firftever feen in thofe 
parts. He alfo furniílied the coloniíls with hoo-s 
and poultry, which increafed exceedingly. Ar 
this time the town of New Plymouth comained 
thirty-two houfes, inhabited by one hundred and 
cighty people. It was half a mile in circumte- 
rence, fcnced m wirh pales, and had a watch-tower

m thc mu!(lle- T,ie lands ¿round it averc cleared 
and cultivated, on which many plantcrs lived likc 
011 r farmers with their families.

In 1626, captain Woolafton carne over with a 
view to fettle on MaíTachúfet Bay, at a place 
now called Braintrec, but faiíing in his defi^n, he 
n-ent from thence to Virginia, where his men mu- 
timed, and chofc one Morton for their chief, who 
having committed the heinous crime of dancing, 
with his men, round a maypole, in eontempt of 
the puntahs * the government of New Plymouth 
fent captain Standiíh with a party to fecure him, 
'vhich was done with diflkulty, and lie was fent over

Pf7 aeíUríJ h¡m Ukewife ^v¡ng taugbv 

«s birth from 'the S e  y  ' ’ ^ ** “  th‘S charbrc ^
citdbtheíbofan 1 UÍthe P'lrÍiMS haJ«-
*° v«  Üm Who haa IvfpiJ ^

to
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to be tricd by the New England council, who 
deeming his impeachment a frivolous one, took no 
noticc of it ; and thus the matter ended. —  It is 
remarkable in this procceding, that the colonifi* 
fought not to punilh Morton for mutinying againft 
his fuperior ; that they deemcd pardonablc ■, but a 
contemptuous treatmcnt of thcm and their forma- 
lities was a crimc never to be forgiven. I onty 
obferve this, in fupport of a very jnft maxim» 
« That contcmpt is worfe to bear than hatred it? 
“  felf, and that one might more fafely attack the 
“  perfons of fome men than their ridiculous opi- 
“  nions.”

This delign of Woolaílon’s having thus mifcar* 
ried, Mr. John White, minifter of Doreheílcr, got 
a patent from the council of Plymouth, to Sir 
l lcnry Rofwel, Sir John Young, and many others, 
for that part of New England which is fituate 
thrce miles north of the river Merrimach; and as 
many to the fouth of Charles-River, which falls 
into the fea, 'at the bottom of Maíláchufet-Bay* 
The futí pattcntces aífociated to themfelves foon af- 
terwards a number of other gentlemen, which ob- 
liged thern to take out a new patent in March, 
1628, being incorporated under the title o f “  The 
Govetnor and Company of Mafláchufet Bay, i» 
New England.” They had the power of elc&ing 
a governorand magifirates,and of mnking laws, not 
repugnant to thofe of the mothcr-country, with 

full überty of confciencc granted to the Ict*.
tlers*
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a

tlers. Charles I. gave thern a patent to hold 
thofe lands, yielding to his majefty a fifth o f all
the gold and filvcr ore that fliould be found in the 
country.

M r.E n d ico t™  ¡n the mean tíme, difpatched 
by Mr. White with fupplies, and a reinforcement 
for the new colon,lts, but loft many o f his mc„ 

y icknefi.— Sixflnpswere prepared, and about 
thrce htmdred and r,fty perfon, Werc embarked on 
board thern, with cattle, and other necelihries of 
life, as alto warlike dores and provlfions. The cr0 
ver^ en t of New Plymouth was o f great «fe®* 
thefe; but they made their condirions, that they 
íhould adopt no other fyftcm than that of the nuri- 
tans, to which they were obliged to aerree, thou°h 
“  was eontrary ,0 the c o n fli lo n  c f C c S  
and dircítly oppolite ,0 the firft def.gn of thern’ 
which was to aliow iibertyof confciencc ; but ib 
fat wete thefe men ftom afting up t0 the fpWt o f

.1 ion, w  h ich  th e y  had tb rm eriy  p rofeifed  th a t th e y  fent h o m e n e o  b to th ers o f  th e ñ am é  o f  B ro w n e , for n o  oth er o lfen ec, th a n  th at 0f  o llo w m g  th e c h u rc h  o f  E n g la n d , alth o m rh  , /  w e te  p alo m ees. T h i s  c o n c it ó  w a s  i , ¡ d i  
p e r f ^  * n d  ^ a m e a b le ,  and fáyoured  fu f lr o m t íy 'o f  
L n h é T u  lh a '  mi' ” y  ° f  th cir f r i e n d s i n E t J a n d
•no ^ t  ' S ^ T ; b ,Ut. tÍCr' W ere>’ l > ¿ U t
gardéd “  "  ‘he,r “ nfura »  be re-

VOL. I. T
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The firft governor of this colony was Matthew 

Craddock, Efq. (whofe deputy was Mr. John En
dicot) to this firft mentioned gentleman íuccccded 
Mr. Winthrop, who had fold his eftate to raife mo- 
ney for the colony; to Endicot, fucccedod Dudley» 
once a foldier, but now a zealous puritan. On 
board this fecond flect werc two hundrcd paflen* 
gers, who arrivcd at Salem in a bad ftate of healtli. 
An hundrcd o f the colonifts, in the mean whilc, 
whom Mr. Endicot had carried over, died o f dií* 
cafe, a circumftance which muft have been owing 
to the umvholfomenefs and inconveniences arifing 
from an uncleared country, to fuch as were aecuf- 
tomed to dwell in great cides and cultivated fpot* 
of ground'; the greateft proof of which is, that,, 
finco the number and inauftry of the colonifts have 
prometed the works of agriculture, and altercd the 
face of the country, we no longcr hcar of fuch 
mortaüties.

The now colonifts being divided into two par
nés, one fettlccl at a place called Dorchcfter, at the 
bottom of MaíTachufctBay, and the otherat Charles- 
T ow n; but the latter foón after removed to Bofton» 
and founded that metrópolis fincc fo remarkablc 
in the annals of New England*'.

It was now that the fettlcment grew flourilliing 
and fo formidable as to attraél the jealoufy o f the

*  \V ilion, Wareham, Hookcr, and Elliot puritin minifte** 
werc the chief promoters of this colony, the latí of whom d a 
formalifts aliectcd to cali the apollle of the new world.

natives*
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ilativos. They watchcd thefe inmates with an en- 
vious eye, and began to meditare mifchief againft 
them; when their mortal enemy the fmall-pox de- 
feated all their fehemes, and almoft extirpated the 
whole race of Indians inhabiting that part of the 
country.

Ñor were the colonifts behind-hand with the 
favages in revenging, when ¡t was in their power, 
the ill offices and infults done or defigned to be 
done them by the favages; perhaps they fome- 
times carried their refentments tcy> far, and werc 
not over fcrupulous in confidcring the natural 
nghts of the Indians, but often adopted maxims 
which were neither juft ñor politic in this renard, 
neither were they ahvays of a tolerant fpirit to their 
countrymen, fome of whom they took prifoners 
and fcnt home to Oíd England upo» vcry frivolous 
pretences About this time, two Englilh gentle-

J  Am°„g thefe „  Sir Chriftopher Ganiiner, agentlema* 
who having l.ved extravagantíy ¡a his yonth, fcttlcd amongfl; 
thc Indiana near Bofton whh his lady, in ordcr to pafs his itfc 
m retirement. Somc bufy perfons having pcríhaded the <r0 
ycmor th.it he was a catholic (though he prrfcffed himfelf, S  
«allprobabihty was, a diflcnter) the Indiana ivcre engagcd to 
take him pnfoncr, which thcy «lid with great difflculty, for 
W t g  made a bravo rofirtanco, he rcceived Tome wounds „ thc

k t rÉ „ : " i  6rft hc -  carrled
w t e x l S  ’ r  a f,n5 lc 3rticlc 0f “ ‘peachment

1 a^ainft ver)' juftly exclaimed againíl thcfc
proceedtngs, and wat ever afteran avowcd cncmy to £  colony.

1  ̂ men
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men fetting out in a íinall veíTel from New Eng* 
Jand towards Virginia, feized two Pcquot Indians, 
a tribe inhabiting the neighbourhood of New Ply- 
mouth, to pilot them up Connecticut rivcr. To 
revenge this injury, and perhaps to prevent greater 
which they fufpe&ed were planning againft them, 
the Indians furprized and put to death the two 
agreíTors, togethcr with fix of their attendants; and 
the vefiél was blown up, either by chance or de* 
íign, after it had becn plundered of what thcy deenv 
ed inoft valuable.

The difl’erences between the Engliíh and thefe 
natives ílill increafing, it was thought proper to

Sii I-Jenry Vane the younger, in the year 1633, went over to 
New Engiand in a flect of twenty fail, well provided with 
ftoics and paflengers of all kinds. He is faid to have becn en* 
conraged to this voyage by Charle» I. himfelf, who wanted to 
be rid of him, añil pcrltiadcd his father to let him be abfent fot 
thrcc ycars. A  man oi his figure ¡jnd rcputatjon highly engag* 
cd the atiention of both Oíd and New Engiand ; and, inflcad oí 
forming a feitlcment, a» he propofed to do, on the banks of Con
n o te» ' Rivcr, he accepted of the governmcnt of Mafl'achufct, 
which was offered him His feheme of governmcnt was en* 
tircly ditfcrcnt from the principies of the ruling party there, 
who, moft inconfiftcntly with their own copduél, deinandcd a 
rigorous conformity, t^rongh all their colony, in matters of re
ligión. Sir Hcnry, (who, if he had any principie, adopted that 
which was afterwards callcd independeney) was for a compre* 
hcnlion of the baptilts, and all the other fcclarics who dillcnted 
from the church of Engiand; ñor would he be di¿tatcJ to by 
the miniílers and their ruling eldcrs. Bcing as violent as they 
wr re obílinatc, at the next elcftion he was fet afide, and Mr. 
V  inthrop was replaced in the governmcnt; upon which Sir

makc
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malee a fettlcment on Connefticut River, in order 
that it might prove a check upon the latter. A  de- 
tachment was accordingly fent thither under Mr. 
Hooker ; thefe built the town of Hertford on the 
banks of that river. Several others were built af 
terwards by fucceeding federa; and, notwithíbmd- 
mg they were ill fupplied with provifions, and 
many perfons deferted the colony, to go back to 
their former plantaron, who loft their lives in the 
attempt, yet in i 636, it was in a very promifmg 
ftate, and was ereéted into a feparate government.

It was now become a prevailing cuítom in Bri- 
S ‘n for P^ple to emigrate to North America. 
The cari of W arwick obtained a grant from the

a part fuíliciently

vearwfonr;TeÍdÍ7 ,-lhC ,UÍnÍftW °f Salcm’ W  *■
viz T  7  • ür‘m0n5’ SnJ amonSft «*«» the followimr
viz. That n was not lawful for good men to ioin in f ? '
prayer with the wicked; that it was nnlawful to takc anoá* 
to the civil mag,tírate; and that the king 0f  Enirland . , „ in *
r.ght over the Indians of America, his patent was invalid • whh 
fcveral other principies of the like tendeney W illl, , ?

................... M U l J X Z  Í T J k

>«».,°wwh r , ‘cí  wh™ ,i“ )r “ • *
ílymour  2  ?  1,ÜV1<lcnCC> to the fouthward of

- » *  “ '>• «r .L
•  wifc, 0,l,cr " rl'c í l>. f« « «  10 b« n

tom O u S S ; “ »  W —  <■ »™ . . . . .

king
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kin go f certaiñ lands extendihg for thc fpacc of fortf 
Icagues from the river Narangfet, which he madc 
over to the lortls Brooke and Say, Charles Fienncs, 
Efq. Sir Nathanael Rich, Sir Richard Sakonftall» 
Richard Kniglitly,Efq. John Pym, Efq. John Hamp- 
den, Efq. and Mr. Herbert Pelham. Rut as thcft 
gentlemen imagined from fonre apparent circunv 
flanees, that alfairs in England would take a ciit- 
ferent turn from what they had done for fomc time 
pafled, and as the conrt began to take meafures 
for reftraining the lubjcíts from emigrating, they 
difpoled of their lands and laid afide their defign oí 
leaving their nativo countrv.

Meamvhile, Sir Arthur Hafelrig, OI i ver Crom* 
wel, and others, werc prevented from trving theif 
fortunes in New England, by an ehibargo laid up* 
on the íhipping by king Charles I. whcreby cigh1 
vedéis were prevented from failing for thofe parts.-r 
Let us view chis meafure in what light \ve pícale» 
the abfurdity o f ir is equally flriking; it was no 
lefs impolitic than unjuft; and by it that unhappf 
prince fcaled, as it werc, the warrant for his ow» 
death. I f  thefe men were becomc troublefomc to 
the church and flatc, wherc could a fairer oppoflj 
tunity be found tq'get rid of thom? At home thcf 
were malecontents; abroad it was evident the)T 
might be of fervice to their mother-country. 
would therefore have bcen the wifdom of govcriv 
ment to have given them all manner o f aífiftanfl-’ 
in their emigrations, rather than to have réftraln<̂

then1
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them í but fuch meüuxls o f cducing good out of 
evil, were meaíurcS unknown to this unfortunate 
reign." As prohibición ¡nepalés defire, fo the power 
of the court was uot fufficient to prevent people from 
tranfporting thcmfelycs to America. The colony of 
Maflachulet Bay was overflocked with planters • 
more lands were purchaíed of the Indias betweeñ 
Connedticut River and New York; and thc govern- 
ment oí Newhaven was founded, which togethec 
' yith Eong-Ifland was comprehended in thc pur- 
cbaie, and was foon fillecl with rowns.

The Dutch were, by this time, l'ettlqd.in the coun- 
try now diflmguiílied by the ñame of Ncw-York 
and beSan to be uneai.y at the fuccefs of their 
neighbours the Engliíh, thc French alfa who werc 
feated ui Cañada ufed all poffible means to diflurb 
and mccnmode.them; and the new colony was 
befides vexed with internal íeuds and diífentions. 
rhe I equots. (who were engaged in a war with. 
the,r neighbours the Naragantfets) took every oc- 
cafion to alarm and diflurb the Engbíh, who had 
hitherto borne their mfults only hecaufe they werc 
not in very good condición to revengo rhtí*'. But 
u  th,s penod, as thc four M er-ccU ics could ta¡fo 
fcven thoufand men, the Indinos v. ildy enough

" AV # "  ¡«1. - Afee

¿ X  '  " *  * * * * *  «<**■  o w H
eterices • 1 r * *  th«m w d

the
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the favagcs, once more giving way to their evil in- 
clinations, killetl feveral Engliíhmen at Weathcrs- 
field, a town firuate on Connetticut River, and 
took two young maidens prifoners, who would 
have fallen the vittims of their cruelty and luft, and 
in the end been put to death by torture, liad not 
the Sachem’s wife, a woman of a moft noble and 
amiablc chara&er, interceded for thcm, with a 
tendernefs truly becoming her fex, delivered thcm 
from the favage fury of her countrymcn, and takcn
them under her proteítion---- An hundred and
twenty men, under the condudl of captain Endi- 
cot were fent by the Engliíh to demnnd futís- 
faftion for thefe depredations. The Indians fled 
before them, but, on their rerreat, attacked the Eng- 
liíh fort ealled Seabrook, where being repulfed, they 
killed fome ftragglcrs in the fields, and made ap- 
plication even to their enemies the Naragantfets 
for aid,vvhich thefe not only refufed, but joined th¿ 
colonifts againft thcm, to whom they gvanted a freí 
paffage through their country to attack them.

Salfacus, Sachem of the Pequots, was fo braví 
and warlike a chief, that he was deemed invincibte* 
On intelligence of the approach o f the N ew  Eng' 
land men, he had divided his troops into u'0 
bodies and made them retire into two forts on the 
river Miftic. The firft of thefe the Engliíh fuf' 
prilcd in the nighr, fet fire to ir, and put to the 
fword all who efeaped the ílames. Were itriK* 
from a conlideration of the neceflity of thefe fcvere

proceeding5»
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procecdings where an enemy is at the (ame time fo 
numerous and fo favage, this adtion could with no 
fliadow of juílice be callcd any thing elle than a 
barbarous mafiacre, in which above four hundred 
fleeping perfons loft their livcs, many of whom 
could rea 11 y be charged with no offence againft the

. %  this time the Indian
chief Salfacus liad collected a body of fix hundred 
men with which he harraífed the rear of the Eng- 
bíli army; but the good fuccefs which the latter 
met with in their undertakings, occafioned his faith- 
lefs troops to leave their brave prince. Meanwliile 
a fecond party of the colonills arrived from Maf- 
fachufet Bay, who committed many cruelties in 
the Pcquot country, putting to deatli two of their 
fachcms, and fparing a third, on condition only 
that he fhould betray Saífacus, who made his ef- 
cape, however, to the country of the Mohocks, 
where he was treacherouíly murdered. —  Had his 
own men ftood by him it is certain that he 
would have given his enemies a great deal of trou- 
ble before they could have completely vanquiílied 
him; but the favages were fo ítruck with the fu- 
periority of the Engliíh, and fo much furprifed at 
icemg them gain any advantage ovcr a chief whom 

\ COunted almoft immortal, that they refufed to 
, C, ;r° Û  t0 the charge, and by (lying, moft pro-

w ,  ,m0a' of tW r l’col’le «han they would 
heve done by fightlng; but their fears overéame

VOL. I. k  . .
^  their
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thcir rcafon, and gave their neighbours even niofi 
advantages than they could have expeíted.

A  party o f the coloniíts ip one of their expedido# 
drovc eight hundred of the Indians, with td 
hundred of their wives and children into a Avafff 
A  fog arifing, favoured the efcape of the forn 
though not without leaving feveral dead 
wounded behind them, But the helplefs won 
and infants remaining, were obliged to forre 
at difcretion to the conquerors, The fachetf' 
wife who had delivered the Weathersfield maide# 
was ajnong them, She made two requeíts, wl 
afofc ffom a tenderncfs and virtue not coir 
arnong favages, The firft was, that her cha 
might remain unviolated, and the fecond, that W 
children might not be takcn away from her. Tu 
amiable fwectnefs of her countenance, and the $  
deft dignity of her deportment, were worthy q fl 
charaéter íhe fopported for innoccnce and iuíl'  ̂
and were fofficicnt to íhew the Europcans that 
barbarous nations fometimes produce inftanccs  ̂
heroic virtue.

The Avomen and children raken in this atracó 
were difpcrfed through the neighbouring colonia 
the male infants exceptcd, who were fent to & 
Bermudas. The Engliíh feemed fully detcrnii1̂  
on deílroying the whole race of the Pequot W 
dians, whofe lands were diñributed among ^ 
ícttlers; forne quitting their own country, andoth  ̂
furrendering to the viéfors, who were no lonĝ

willifl
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Wiíling to let them remain a nation, but diítribu- 
ted them among the Naragantfcts, and other neigh
bouring Indians.

But while thefe affairs Ave re fo fuccefsfully car- 
ried on, the colonrfts began to be made unhappy 
by difienfions among themfclvcs, which happened 
in confequence of fome ridiculous theological 
difputes. “  Whethcr the covenant of works, ot 
“  the covenant of gracc ought to haVe the prefe- 
“  renco,” was bccome a moft important queftion ; 
and this took its rife from women, whom alone 
foch arguments could beleem. Their huíbands, 
however, caught the contagión of their nonfenfe. 
AíTemblies were holden in the houfes of female fa- 
natics, and difeourfes delivered, equally contrary to 
the fpirit of good fenfe and of true religión. The 
Antinomians thus foftered in thefe parts, began 
to grow cxtremcly troublefome to the clergy of 
New England. The lowelt of the people were 
fet up for preachers, and the oíd minilters ttirncd 
out; Avith many foch fooleries. The magiftrates, at 
length, called a fynod, which took cognizance o f  
the afíair, and condemned the fciftaries, who pur- 
chafed the land called Rhodc-Iíland, Avhich was 
foon well peopled, and is at prefent a very flou- 
riíhing colony. Thus good arofe from evil, and 
even difputes and debates produced population 
and conveniencc. Evcry tliihg tended to the in- 
creafc ol the inhabitants. All difliculücs were fur-.

K  7. mounted
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mounted by the induftry of the planters, and their 
toils were crowned with the deferved fuccefs.

At this time there happened alfo fome civil 
contentions among the New England pcople. The 
inhabitants of Hingham, in Suffolk county, ha'1- 
ing broken the peace, Mr. Winthrop, the deput}- 
governor o f Maflachufet Bay, committed the rio- 
ters to prifon, on refufing to give bail. A  petitioo 
was foon afterwards prefented by fome of the inha
bitants. who infifted on a right of appcaling to th¡ 
Engliíh parliament, for which thcy were fined 
imprifoned. Mr. Winthrop was the chief objed o¡ 
their complaints, and, on the trial, was ordered 0 
defeend from the bench and vindícate himfelf. H* 
did fo, to the univerfal fatisfadion of che magiítratf* 
and people, and the fines of the ofienders were io1 
creafed. H e then refumed his feat and office, 
harangued the aflémbly in a manner which $  
equal honour to the integrity of his heart, and the 
foundnefs of his undei'ítanding *.

* The execllent fpecch here allutlcd to was couched in 
fullowing tenns.

“  Gcntlemen,
“  I will not look iiack to the paft procccdings of this cov’V 

“  norto the perfons therein conccrncd: I'ain fatisfied that I 
i '  publicly accufcd, and tliat I anr now publicly acquittcd; M 
“  give me leave tofay fomething on this occation, that may feí' 
“  tify the opinión of the people, from whom thefc dirtcmperS<* 
“  the líate have arifen. The queftions that have troubled 
“  cuuntiy ot late have becn about the authority of the 1̂agift Ĵ,,, 
“  and the liberty of the pcopla. Magilfratcs are ccrtainly *n
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It is neceflary to take notice that the four 
provinces of New England united themfelves 
m a general confederacy, yet retained the coníti- 
tution and independeney of their feparate govern- 
ment. This in its form fomewhat refembled the 
unión of the feven provinces. The deputfes fate 
Itke the ftates of Holland, but were fub¡ed to no 
other controul than that of their conffituents; and 
thus they ereded themfelves into a fort of republican 
governmcnt, though they acknowledged themfelves 
the fubjeds of a limited moiiarchy.

This projed had been long in agitation, and, 
at la ir, on the feventh of September, 1643, the 
fitme was effeded by an inftrument under the fol- 
lowing title, viz. “  Ardeles of confederation, he

le T Z  í  C phntatIons undcr the governmcnt of 
the MaíTachufets, the plantatíons under the go-

„  P° ‘nt," Cnt ofGtx1’ 1 intreit yoa to confider that you chofe 
thcm from among yourfelves, and that they are men, fnhjefl 
to the l.ke paflions with yourfelves.- W e  take an oath to 
govern yon aceording to God’s Iaws and onr own, to the beft

“  ° ¡ ü"fnlk,ll; ‘ f  W® Crr°rS> not 'vilüngly, but for want
of íkill, you ought to bear with us. Ñor would Ihrvc you

”  miS e y0Ur 0Wn lil,erty- Thcrc is a ,ibcrty  in doing what 
we l.ft, without regard to law or juftice : this liberty ¡s ;ni!eed

,« authority j but civil, moral, federal libere-

„  T  r  T  C,VCry °ne’S Cnj°yÍnS hÍS ^ « y »  andhaving tbe

“  contend fo Z Z T  T T  *  What «ught to 
„  confio r> " ,thlhe haz? d ° f  your lives; but this is vciv 
M C0nfiftcm w'th adue fubjeñion to the civil magjftratc, and the 

paymghim that refpett that his charifter incommon requites.”

“  vernment



“  vcrnrncnt of Plymouth, the plantations under 
“  thc govemment of Connefticut, and the govern- 
** ment of Newhaven, with the plantations in 
“  combination thcrcwith.”— By thole articles the/ 
declared that they all carne into thofe parts 4  
America with the famc errand and aun, to ad
vanee the chriftian religión, and enjoy the líber- 
ty of their confciences with purity and peace; 
that two commiífioncrs íhould annually be cho- 
fen, who íhould have full powers from the ge* 
neral court of each fettlement to meet at an ap 
pointed place to concert and conclude mattetf 
of general concernmcnt, fuch as peace, or wat» 
and other afíairs conducive to the general vvel' 
fare of the confederacy *.

* Hcre it may not be ¡mproper to take a view of ccrtain la*’ 
and cultoras, peculiar to this government of the four provine  ̂
thus united, as wc find thera fet down in Douglas’s Sununafji 
and other writers of authority.

For many ycars from the beginning, the governor, aflilUjtt 
or council, not under fcven, and deputics or reprefentatives i» * 
legiflative capacity voted together; hut from long expericne* 
divers inconvenienccs were found to arife, and it was cnatted 
i 6 j j , that the magiftrates [governor and council] Ihould fi t and 
vote apar», conilituting a feparate negativo.

Their cnacting ilyic was, It ¡s orJcrcJ ly  this court, atui &  
authority thcrcof.

Tlie governor, deputy governor, and alliflants, or coufl  ̂
called magiílrates, were the luperior court for appeals in ch? 
cafes ; and were thc court of oyer and terminer in cafes o'f l¡fy 
■ vijuber, banilhmcnt, and divorcc. After they were conlliti*^

TM
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The colony of New Plymouth was, before 

this period, fo filled with planters that they began 
to forfake the fettlement, the foil of which was by 
this time pretty much worn out, and removed to

two diftiníl houfes, if  they happened to differ in any cafes of 
judicatura, civil or criminal, the affair was to be determine.! by a 
vote of the wholc court met together. The general court only 
had povver to pardon condcmncd crin.inals. The governor, wheu 
prefent, was prefident in all eourts. No general court to be con'

. abo/ c one y ear- The governor, deputy-governor or 
nu;orrty of the aflilUms, may cali a general affembly; but this 
aílembly is not to be adjourned or diffolved, but bya vote of thc

County courts may admit freemen, being chureh-members,

, °f  the 1”dcI,endent °r congregational «ligio... mo.le • _  
only freemen were capablcof voting in civil atícmbliei • ,6 6 ’ -  
opon thc krngs letter, this law was repealed. *’

bormeriy fome townlhips had it in their option, to fend or not 
fend depunes to thc general afferably. The deputics of Dover'

4  E á r - 25  ̂-  byiaw
The officcrs annually elcftcd by the freemen in general (not 

y cir reprefentatives or deputics in the general court or a flL - 
y) were thc governor, thc deputy-governor, thc alMants or 
unc;h thc treafurer, the major-gencral, the adrairal at fea thc 

VmnuíEoners for thc united colonies, and the fecrctary. ’ '

h c Z ^ f / " 164- ’ T  freCmCn ° fany íh¡rC °r towl>. have li-
lhi« o huíe deputics for the general court, either in their own

freemen a n r ’h T - ^ Í " *  “  thCy judSC 5 they be and mhabitingthis junldiíUon.

« o ™ ,  " . “ S4’ "°  f ; * n'  " l ° » »
i» He In e n / c . T " ’ 11 “  a dcpuiync Sen«tal court or affcmbly. 1

a place
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a place callee! Narnfer, where they purchafed lánd 
of the riatíves and built the town of Eaílham in Bar* 
ftaple county.

The New Englanders now bogan to turn theí 
thoughts on the convcrfion and civilizing of dtf 
Indians. Mr. Elliot, anünífter, undertook to learf

Where the country or colony laws are deficicnt, the cafe M  
be determined by the word of God.

Disfranchifcmcnt, and banithmcnt, wcrc the ufual prnald** 
for grcat crimcs

Governor and depúty-governor jointly agrccing, or any'  
tlicir aUiftants, confcnting, have powcr out of court, to i* 
prieve a condcmned inalefaílor, lili the next court of 
or general court; and the general court only hath powef® 
pardon a condcmned malclaclor.

i 6$z. Enaéfcd, That a mint-houfe be creftcd in Bollon,11 
coin lilvcr of ftcrling alloy in iad . 6d. and jd . picccs, * 
valué lefs than that of the prefent Englilh coin by 2 d. in 1,1 
Ihilling; the ftamp to be, within a doublc nng; on the 051 
íide “  Mall'achufets,”  witha tice in the centre ; on the otlier $  
“  New-Englaml,”  with the ycar 1652, and the figure x*1' 
v i ,  and n i ,  according to the valúe of cach piece ; with af^ 
vate mark. Exccpring Engliíh coin, noothcrmoncy to be c" 
rene in chis common-wcalth ; ; per cent, for chargcs of coi ni'? 
to be allowed by the owncrs of the filver brought into the 
to be coined. Exportation of this coin, cxccpt twenty fliiHiní* 
for ncceflary expcncc?, is piohibited, on pain of confifcation 
all viiible efiate.— Coinage is a prerogative of the fovercigP*?' 
not of a colony. Scarccly any of this coin now appears; 
all other filver coin, it is driven awayby a multiplied fallad01* 
bafc papcr-currcncy.

Befules fome fmall duties of impoft upon ftrong liquors imp0- 
ted; and a fmall cxcifc of 2S, 6d. per hogíhead, on c)'^1

the languagé of the favages, and to preach the 
gofpel among them. In 1646, he advanced into 
their country whom he intended to converr, hav- 
ing previoufly fent proper perfons to apprize them
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and malt liqüors relamed ; and tonnage 6 ,/. per ton upon fiiip- 
plng; the onlinary revenue was a poll-tax or capitation upon all 
male whitcs oí fixteen years of age and upwards, and a ratc of 
— d. in the pound of principal cítate at fmall valualions: thus 
for inflance, anuo 1651, the tax was 20 d. per poli, and a ratc 
of 1 d. in the pound efiate.

Anuo 169a, when the oíd chaiicr expired, a tax of io s . poli, 
and a ratc of 30 s. upon cvery ipo i. of principal efiate, was 
computed to raife 30,000/. valué equal tu proclamaron monev.

Anno 1639, a court-mcrchant is appointed. When a i rangct’s 
affairs do not alluw him to tarry the ordinary terms of the cotirts | 
the govcrnoj or deputy, with any threc of the affiílants, may 
cali a lpccial court.

Severa! aits for fairs and markets in fcvcral towns ; for inf- 
tancc, in Bofion two yearly fairs, and a weckly market ur.ozl 
the fifth day, 1

Enacted, a fmall tody of good maritime laws in twenty-fevcn 
fcélions.

I he ccconomv of their rnilitia wasafrer thi; manner:_All
wnite men of fixteen years oí age mui upward), wcre ilililled ; 
no company of foot to be under luty-lour privare men (fmall 
towns are to join) no troops of htírfe to excecd li.Vcmy men. 
’i'l'.e non-conimilüon oiltcers to lie appointed by the commifijort 
officers of the company. The commiffion officeis of a Lvmpany 
to ** hy a majority of the men mlitled in that
company, t0 be approved by the county-couit. or f.-ihons. Ail 
the compañías of one eoimty. or regimtr.r, by a majotity of the 
men belonging to that r-nfiment are to chufe a ferjeam-major of 
the county, the coratnandér of that régiment. The c. mmand 
cf all the ínfima of the colony was in a major-gcnci'al, annually

V o t. I. L  0f
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oí his coming. The Indians met him at their
borders, attcnded to his preaching, and fuffered
him tofettle in their country, where numbers were

cíioícn by tlic general aflcmbly. Any fcvcn afliftants, wheiOT 
the governor or deputy-govemor to be one, may imprefo fc'- 
diers.

To prevent opprclUon, any perfon taking exccflivc wages fi* 
work done, or unreafonablc priccs for neccflary inercliandifti 
flull be fincd at the difcrction of the court where the offcncc >' 
prefented. The fcleíl men to regtilatc the wages of porters.

The forms of their judicial oaths were: — By the ñame & 
the Living, aild fometimes Evcr-living God.— By the greatnjtf*
of thcÉver-üving Almighty God---- By the great and drcail#
ñame ol the Evcr-living God.— Thefc were ufed according to ti! 
folcmnity of the occafion.

Any perfon may view and liare attefled copies of any recorrí 
the journals of the council cxcepted.

Powowcrs to be fined five pounds. Jefuits, or aiiy EonH5 
eatholic ccclcíiaíls, to be baniíhed; i f  they rcturn, to fu®* 
death. i his law was afterwards extended to the quakers.

Anno [6^6. Nonc of that curfcd feft oi herctics, latcly ri'1* 
up ¡n the world, which are commonly called quakers, are to  ̂
iraported : penalty upon the mafter tool. per piecc, and 4-51' 
per lionr, for any other perfon lwthouring or entertaini ĵ 
them.

1658. A qusker conviéled, fltall be banifhcd tipon pain 
death.

rcnalty for playittg at cards or dice gs. for obferving any (^ 
day as Chrifintas $ s. profanen of the fabbath-day, for the 
oífenee to he admoniflied, but for aftcr-oflcnccs to be fi»0* 
Drinking healths aboard of vciTels 20 s. cvcry health. ^  
viling inagi(trates or minifters 5I. ortvhipping.

16.33. Coniiables are to prefent unprofitable fowlers, and ^ 
bacco-takers, to tlic next tnagiftratc.

brougffl
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brouglit over to the chriftian faith. The govern- 
ment of New England gave him all manner of 
countenance and affiftance. A  town was built 
on the fpor, and the tools proper for agricultnre

No motion of marriage to be made to any maid, without the 
eonfent of her parents. Births, marriages, and deaths to be 
rccorded in eacli town : to be returned ycarly to the conntv- 
court orfellions.

The general aflcmbly having receivcd and perufed a letter 
from the privy-couneil in England, with an a¿t of parliament 
12 Caro!. II. for the cncouraging of íhipping and navigarion; 
tliey appointed naval ofiieers in all their fca-ports, the tranfac- 
tions to be tranfmittcd toLondon once a ycarby the fecretary.

Wonien, girls, and boys, are enjoined to fpin. The feleft 
men of each toivn, are to aíTefs each family, at one or more 
fpinners: wlicn they have avocations of other bufinefs, they are 
to be deemed half or quarter fpinners. A  wholc fpinner (liall 
fpin «Very ycar, fur thirty wceks, tliree pounds cvery wcek of 
linen, cotton, or woollen.

Five years quict pofleíTion to be deemed a good title. In 
commonages five íliccp (hall be rcckoned equal to one eow.

1667. No licenfcd perfon to fcll becr, but of four bufliels 
barley malt at lcafl, to the hog(hcad, and not to be fold above 
2 d. the ale quart; not to be mixed with malaíTes, coarfe fugar, 
or other matcrials. No mackarel to be caught, except for 
fpending whilft freíh, before the firft of July annually. Sur- 
veyors appointed to viciv all íhipping in building.

Wampumpeag to be a tender in payment of debts not exceed- 
ing 40 s. at eight white, or four black a penny,— Tbis was re
peled anno 1661. *■

After a vote pafled in an aíTembly or civil court, a member 
may enter his diífent, without catering his reafons of diiTent 
tobe rccorded.

L  a and
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of his coming. The Indians met him at their 
borders, attcnded to his preaching, and fuffered 
liim to fettle in their country, where numbers werí

chofen by thc general aflembly. Any fcvcn afliflants, whcrecl 
the governor or deputy-governor to be onc, may imprefs foh 
diera.

To prevent oppreílion, any perfon taking exccfiivc wages fa 
work done, or unreafonable pnces for neccflary merchamÛ í 
(liall be fined at thc difcrction of thc court where thc oficncc 0 
prefented. The feleft men to regúlate thc wages of porters.

The forms of their judicial oaths wcrc : —  By thc ñame $ 
the Living, art.l fometimes Evcr-living God.— By the greatnar** 
of the Ever-üving Almighty God. —  By the grcat and drcadtí 
ñame of the Evcr-living God.— Thefc wcrc ufed according to tí1 
folemnity of thc occafion.

Any perfon may view and have attefted copies of any recorrí 
the jouruals of the cotmcil cxcepted.

Powowcrs to be fined five pounds. Jcfuits, or any. Ron15 
eatholic ccclefíaíls, to be baniíhed; i f  they rcturn, to 
dcath.— This law was aftenvards extended to thc quakers.

Anno 1656. Nonc óf that curfcd feftoi' hcretics, latcly rial 
v.p in thc world, which are commonly callcd quakers, are to W 
itnportcd : penalty upon thc mafter tool. per piccc, and 40* 
per hour, foi any other perfon hathouring or entertain 
them.

1658. A qusker conviélcd, fliall he baniíhed upon pato 
dcath. .

Fenalty for playing at cards or dice £s. for obferving any ‘ cC> 
day as Chriílmas £ s. profanen of thc fabbath-day, for the tu1 
ofTcncc to be admoniflied, but for after-offcnccs to be í>|,ĉ  
Drinking healths aboard of vclTels 20 s. cvcry hcalth. ÍW 
viling magiflrates or ininitlers 51. orwhjpping.

1635. Confiables are to prefent unprofitable fowlers, and i®1 
bacco-takers, to thc next niagilbatc.

brought
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brought over to the chriftian faith. The govern- 
ment of N ew  England gave him all manner of 
countenance and afiiftance. A  town was built 
011 thc fpot, and the tools proper for agricultnrc

No motion of marriage to be made to any maid, without the 
eonfent of her parents. Births, marriages, and deaths to he . 
recorded in cach town : to be returned ycarly to the countv- 
court or i'eflions. *

1 lie general aflembly havlng receivcd and perufed a letter 
from the. privy-council in England, with an ad of parliament 
ia Carol. II. for thc cncouraging of fhipping and navigation: 
they appointed naval ofliccrs in all their fca-ports, the tranfac- 
tions to he tranfmittcd to London once a ycar by the feeretary.

W ornen, girls, and boys, are enjoined to fpin. The feled 
men of each town, are to aífefs cach family, at one or more 
fpinncrs; wltcn they have avocations of other bufinefs, they are 
to be deemed halfor quarter fpinners. A  wholc fpinner fliall 
pin every ycar, for thirty wccks, three pounds cvery week of 

linen, cotton, or woollen.

1' ive ycars quiet poficfiion to be deemed a good title. Ia 
commonages five íl.cep fhall be rcckoned cqual to onc cow. '

1667. No licenfcd perfon to fcll becr, but of four bufheís 
barley malt at leal!, to the hogíhcad, and not to be fold above 
2 d. the ale quart; not tobe mixed with malafles, coarfc W ar 
or other materials. No mackarel to be cauri,t, exeept for 
fpending whilft frcfli, beforc thc firft of July annually. Sur- 
veyors appointed to view all fhipping in building.
. Wan,immPcag to be a tender in payment of debts not cxcecd-

S r *  at C,f ht White’ ° r f0Ur blaCk a Pcnny»— This was re- Ptalc<> anno 1661.

r  r f eA 5na" aírembIy 0r civile0u«. a member 
tobe recorded* ^  W1*h°Ut h¡S rtíafuns o£ dUTcnt

I- 2, and
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and other neceflary employments: bcing furniíhej 
to the favages, the Engliíh began to form rhem into 
well-ordered focietics, and brought thcm to fubrnit 
to i'everal regulations* not ill calculated for the
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In all aíTcmblics, ncuters, that ¡s filcnt, {hall be aocoun.. 
votes for the negativo. Any two magiftratcs, with tbc elerk 
the county, rnay take probate of wills, or grant ailminitlr*" 
tion.

In cid cbarter times, the colony was at ftril divtded into the 
thrc" counfies t.f Suffolk, F.ff.-x, andMitidlcfcx : when th¿J 
afíiimed the juril'iiction of N.w-Hampíhirc and the province «f¡ 
Main, an 1 fettiod compaítly opon Conncclicut Rjvcr, the co* 
lony, in «671, was divided into theíé fix couuties :

Countics.

Sufl’olk,
Norfolk,
Eílbx,
Pifcataqna,
Middlcfcx,
Yorklhire,
Hamplliire,

Shire-Towns.

Bollón.
Salilbury and Hantpton. 
Salem and Ipfwteh.
Dover and Portfmonth. 
Charlcs-Town and Cambri 
York.
Northampton and Springfield

dgí.

* Tii .' regulationr. here mentioned wcre as follow,_“  b
“  any man be id'e a fortnigbt, he fhall jorfeit five fhillings."' 
1 M t,vo umnarried people contniit fornication, the man fhd! 
‘ P-y tw-:lty ÍBUlings. If any man (hall beat bis « ife hí 
‘ (li d! be bounJ and publjcly pimilhcd.— Evcry yóung nuí 

u.10 is unmsrried and not another’s fervant Ihall fetup* 
‘ wigwarn [or dwclünj] for himfelf, and not íbift up and dotvn 

in thofe ofuthen, It any woman fhall wcar bcr haircut liks 
• a T.an s or banging luofc, lite fliall pay five fliillings. —  An/ 
1 uoman expoGng htr breada without a covcring fhall forfed 
‘ fivc fhillingt. A ll inen who wear long locks fhall be 
‘ lineal the tamc fum.”

írlt

firft advances towards civilizing thcfe barbarían*. 
The inhabitants of the neighbouring town of Con- 
cord were fo well pleafed with the report o f thefe 
amendments, that: thcy likewife defired to be con- 
veitcd. Mr. Elliot accordingly went and built a 
tmvn aniong them. He prevailed upon them to 
a Jühíh the mfamous conjurings and other ridicu- 
lous ímpofitions praftifed by their priefts; to 
make morder and adultcry capital crimes, and to '

r5 ^ latiODS o ía  íimilar nature 
le he had before introduccd among their 

netghbours. Their bodily welfare was likewife 
prov Ktcd for, and cloaths, and other necefiimes dif- 
tnbutcd to them. But now foraeofthe heathen 
lachems, finding themfclvcs furrounded by the 
Enghfli, began to fcar a total fubverfion of their 

“ “ T  a ’ft0me’. 1>X thc ¡«oduftlon of chnflians2 , ’  “ T T a ' ° " e "amed Cutfta.
moqyun, marle heavy complalms agalnft them, and
prohibited all fuch of bis people as changad their
religión f ,„m bullding any towns wirhlmhl, d t
nnmons, alledgrng, tha, his praylng fub¡o£ts dld
not pay htm tribute as farm erly.-A fter m-nv

ebares about the marrar, howevcr, his Inrlian ma-

creífl T J Chr'ttlan h,mfcl,> ,br the falce of in- 
town S  !'¡ rCV- , " C'  ? he convcrts now bulle a 

¡ng o f t e é T  , * !  Ma<ikhuf®> oonfift.
,h f  ti Ird i , a M5’ rv° 0f tk m  fel»ra«d from

U b) a r:m ’  lint jornerl by a rr oorlen brirlge.

A  large
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A  large houfc, built aftcr the European mannef 
i'erved for a church, a flore houfe, a fchool-roonfl 
and a dwelling houfe, for Mr. Elliot. The In‘ 
dians becaine fchoolmafters, prcachers, and cvefl 
magiftrates, in conféquence o f the wife and ju» 
meafures at this time takén by the fettlers, whidi 
tended to the eftabliíhment of peace and tranqut* 
li'ty, and the advancement of the interefts of the 
colony.'

Yet the heathen Indians, and efpecially fuch 
had been roughly treated by the Engliíli, continu* 
ed to look with an evil eye upon them, añil not 
to entertaín the higheft notions of their juflic# 
and, humanity*. However, 5000 favages \vcf{ 
converted, and a fociety for the propagation ot 
the gófpel in thofe parts was formed, and encotfj 
raged by ads of parliament pafled in Englani 
where a Corporation was eflablifhed for that puf* 
pofe, with libertv to purchafe lands to the year!)’ 
valué o f ftx hundred pounds.

T w o  years before this period, the French ha1» 
engaged fome Indians to malhiere the magiftrate* 
at Newhaven; but the feheme milcarried. Thc 
New Englanders deltvered from their enemk3» 
began afreíli to perfccute their brethren. As fo°a

¥ Asan inñancc of this, onc Mr. Mayhcw cnilravouring (í 
convert a fadiem, tbc Imitan bad liim “  Go, añil makc 
“  Englifli good firíl.”  A flircwil rcply of the lavaje, whicfl 
íhewcd in how littlc cftimation he hc’.d the moráis of his pl*J 
ing ncighbuurs.
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as the preíbyterians had received the fandion of 
the civil power for their ccclefiaflical governmenr, 
they began to treat the different íedaries amono- 
themfelves with more feverity, than tiiey had for- 
mcrly been treated with by the church of Eno- 
land; the anabaptifls and the quakers tyere the 
objeds o f their religious fury, and to thefe they 
ihewed no merey. 1

The perfecution firft broke out at Rchobeth, in 
lymouth county, where feveral anabaptifls who 

had fevered themfelves from their brethren, were 
fined, whipped, and imprifoned. Thefe, likemoft 
bigots were as ready to bear puniíhmcnts, as their 
adverfartes were to inflid thcm, and made grcat 
boafls of what they termed “  fuffering for the 

go pcl of truth.” A ll feds grow by oppreffion;

tuder Divine Providencc, chriítíanity itfclf, owed 
the flounílnng ftate to which, through fo many 
Irey triáis, at laft it arrived.— Some years after- 
\\ ards the quakers in the new world as fevercly 
elt the iron hand of power. Many o f thefe had 

come from the Weft-Indies to ícttle among the 
puntaos: they were otdered back again, and it 
'vas ímmediately enaded that all mafters of veflels

forfltm! r y , q? kerS tü NCW EnSland Áould
inginth af P°Unds; that a11 quafer. land-
of corr d  g°VT mCnC flKn'ld be fent ^  the houfe

bou ^ r t0bCf ÍPPedand kCln t0 hard la- 
Ul’ Wth man>’ «ther claufes fufliciently fevere.

Y et
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Y etto  thefe upon a more mature deliberation, wcrí 
added rhe following. —

“  A  quaker rcturning to N ew  England aftcf 
“  baniíhmenr, if a man, to have one ear cut oí, 
“  and kept to liard labour in the houl'c of corree* 
“  tion, t'tll be can be íhipped olí at his otvo 
“  chnrges. For the iecond oftcnce, to lofe the 
“  other car, and be kept in the houfe of corree* 
** tion. —  If a woman, to be whippcd and kep1 

“  as abovementioned.— For the third offencc, whe* 
“  ther men or women, to have their tongues bored 

“  with a hot iron, and tlien to be detained in the 
“  houfe o f correéfion till they can be íhipped oí 
“  at their own charges.”  All thefe laws, hard  ̂
they were, feemed rather to invite the quaker?, 
than to deter them from flocking to the colonies* 

Endicot, the governor, was himlelf a violent eir 
thtifiaíl. No bounds, cónfequeiitly, were fet to the 
perlecution of thefe pcople. It was at length made 
capital for a quaker to rcturn after having beefl 
trafnported from the colonies. Four of them (three 
men and one woman) were executed lipón tht* 
a£l.— Charles II. who was by this time reílorc-'v 
dil'approvcd of thefe liíeafures, and íént orders to 
ílop all prOCeedings againíl the quakers; —  theí"e 
were not fo much attended to as they ought t(l 
have been; but they occaíioned a repeal of tliat 
bloody law which condcmned thefe wretchcd l)e01 
pie to death for their ridiculous opinions.

On£

One cannot help rcmarking here the perverfenefs 
of mankind, that has, i n al molí every age, turned 
that principie which was intended for the ereateft 
good mto the greateíl o v il.-W ith  what juílice 
did the pnmmve chriftians cry out againíl their hea- 
then adverfanes for the feverities inflided upon

t ir h  ‘ r ° W, r l’!y ‘ ¡id !hC> ltand the Kft- a'ld f a l
preach Th , ‘C Jü¿ÍIi,’CS ^preach. The good masnms thcy incu!cated
limplicity and fpotlefs purity of ,ile¡r ,¡ ,
generóos forgivcnefs of thofe who ;„¡ured
and above all their conflaney ¡„ fuffermgs, a,d

c'r love for one another, at lalt overeara» even
barbar,fm ufelt and forced the natiom ,o eonfefs
he power of that religión which feemed foclofely

t o S v  re "d priginal Chriítiantty was £  
vourably received m the world tu: u*. •

great ftates countenanced and p r o te fte d T -  
What was the confequence ?— -Thofe whn t •
H.C perfecutions o f'th e  heatheós “ 7
parably traite,, in the bond of loye, , „ d “

mafl KhR‘n " ,RC" Cr in thc te l« «f their great 
mafter began now to be.divtded amono,t J "
felaes about vara points of fpeculation T h “  r  v '  
rato différent fecls, and whiehever of thefe „ '  
permoft failed to vcx n  ,  “ t  

Councils were callcd; arricie, ei« h  1 ^  
made, and men inri »i " . Jlteü» deerees
íons for mere rnatters  ̂ PUaifllcd !n t5l'eir per-

^ n . o r g o t t h e S ^ rV ol. I. " ere no loDger the
1 childrea
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children of one fathcr, the fervants of one lorí 
the followers of the meek and hnmble Patrón d 
their faith;— they appeared rather like fo man! 
favages who were entered into a folemn comp3̂ 
to cndeavour the deftruétion of each other. —-M 
finco thofe times, there has fcarcely bcen any chum 
or feft of men, who have not, in their turns \vn® 
cver they had the authority, plajed the tyranl 
over their brethren. —  The proteftants fcparatf 
themfclves from the Romifh church of whofe 
fccuting fpirit they with juftice complained; !' 
they could not refift the opportunity of perlecutinj 
the diilentcrs. The zeal of the latter infpired th¿; 
with an ardour and conftancy which got the betf 
of all oppofition. —  Somc wrought the fubveríi-1 
of the líate at home, whilft others paífed v* 
oceans, fled to woods and, wilds, and with an ú 
dcfatigable induftry (never too much to be co# 
mended) procurcd to themfelves dwellings ofpí^ 
and fccurity among the haunts o f favages, fa<3̂  
cing to the enjoyment of their rights and liberté 
cvery focial tic, and all their neareft and deŝ  
conncxions.— Let us behold thefc verv people 1,0,1 
rcaping the fruits of their labours; their ne\V $ 
tlcmcnts perpetually flourilhing and extendí 
themfclves, chieíly on account of their being Cl>" 
fidered as a retreat for all manner of perfons,rúí 
the mother-country. In this view, can any tbfl 
be more abfurd then to pcrceivc fuch a foó”

endeavüun^
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endeavouring to overturn its own eftabliíhmenrs, 
and perfecuting with the moft implacable hatred 
a fet of poor deluded Wretches, whom their con- 
tempt would have been the molí cffcétual means 
o f vanquiíhing? Surely this is a proof at once 
of the weaknefs and of the depravity of human 
nature, where pride and felf-love are fuffered to 
predomínate; and it is the moft humiliatinn-cir- 
cumftance to a philanthropift, to coníider that the 
fame fpirit has reigned fo univerfally through the 
world, which defeats the ends intended tobean- 
fwered by true religión, converts that grcat lierht 
from heaven into the groffnefs of darknefs, and 
eavesus in a labyrinth of error. Would man- 

kmd coníider themfelves as brethren, would they 
ut refled that the great intent of religión is to 

make them charitable neighbours to each other 
thatlove and obedicnce are the moft acceptable 
facnfice to the Creator, and that the torments or 
deftruétion ot his crcatures, on any pretente what- 
foeyer, muft neccflarily be difpleafmg in his fw hr 
I % ,  would they but meditare ferioufly opon 
thefe things, it is likcly they would becoine better 
men and better chrift^ns.— I coui(i not hel ¡n_ 
troduetng a refleñion, which I hopc the reader 

1 pardon, as it naturally occurred at this period 
me htftory.— But to proceed__

After the death of the fachcm MaíTafoit, his 
ons came to New Plymouth, wherc they 

ere baptized by t k  ñames of Alcxander and

•Philii).M



Philip. The lattcr of thefc being fufpeéted of foms 
machinations againíl the Englilh, and being b}' 
them taken prifoner, as he was a very haugHfl' 
man, brooked his confinenient fo ill that he ídl 
fick of a fever which put an end to his life.—  Kí 
brother Philip, a prince of great fpirir, rcnewcd hi* 
alliancc with the coloniíts, and cven went fo far ¡B 
to oblige himlelf, by a writtcn decd, not to aliené 
any of his lands without their confcnt and apptO1 
bation; while they, on their parts, entered into1 

'  folemn league offeníive and defenfive with one wbj 
afterwards proved their bittereíl enemy.

The Bartholomew a¿l now taking place in EnJ 
land, by which all nonconformiíts wcre turned o’»-1 
of their liv'ings, New England was fiUed with 
tors and with theological difputes:— a moít faw 
delufion fucceeded, which if it had not becS 
timcly put a ítop to, might have ended in the & 
ftruftion of almoít the whole colony.

An unaccountablc faney poflefled the pious ptin‘ 
tans, that they were under the power of witd^ 
and evil fpirits, which produced fome of ® 
ñrangeíl confequences ever heard o f in hiftory. * 
was at a town called Salem, in New England, thí 
this deluiion firft began. One París was the tni»1' 
fler there. Pie had two daughters troubled wP 
convulfions; which being attended with fonie i  
thofe extraordinary appcarances not unfrequent|J 
fuch diforders, he imagined they were bewitch^ 
As foon as he conchided upon witchcraft as ^
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caufe of the diftemper, the next inquiry was, how 
to fiad out the perfon who had bewitched them. 
He caft his eyes upon an Indian fervant woman of 
his own, whom he frequently beat, and ufed her 
with fuch feverity that Ihe at laft confeffed herfelf 
the witch, and was committed to goal, where fhc 
lay for a long time. The imaginations of the peo- 
pie were not yet fufficiently heated to make a very 
formal bufmefs ofthis^ therefore they were contcnt 
to difeharge her from prifon after a long confinc- 
ment, and to fcll her as a ílave for her fees. How 
ever, as this example fet the difeourfe about witch
craft on foot, fome people, troubled with a fimilar 
complaint, began to think themfelves bewitched 
too. Pcrfonsinan ¡Hítate of health are natura» y 
tond of findmg out caufes for their diítempers ; cf- 
pccially fuch as are extraordinary, and cali the eyes 
of the public upon them. There was p e r h L  
fomething of malice in the affair befides ; for one

Burrouchf ° b jC & ,Whom thcy * * *  ullon WB Mr.
Burroughs a gemlcman who had formcrly bcc„
mimftcr ° f  Salem: but, upon fome o f ,he religión" 
Afputcs which dividid .he country, he differed 
with his ílock and left them. This man was tried

m f f i „ r , T  f°r, WÍtChCraft’  by a í ’cc!aI
í f  f f  "ycr anl1 tcrramer. ^ ñ c d  to fome of
be S T d  0 f ' he « / “ «mes, and reputad to
forc thefc ' \  l" " lcrl,andmgs country. Bc-

the mr,ít JUdf S’ “  *>"“  ° f  CVÍ,!cnce M w rc d  
■ he mofl weak ábd.chlidift, the moft repugnan.»

itíclf,
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itfelf, and to common fenfe, that perhaps ever vas 
known upon any íérious occafion. Yct by thoft 
judgés, upon rhar evidcnce, and tlie verdict found- 
ed upon it, this minifter, a perlón of a moft unexeep* 
rionable charaéter, and two others, men irreproach* 
able in their Uves, were.fentenced to die, and wcre ac* 

cordingly executed. Thcn thefe viétims o f the po* 
pillar madnefs were ftripped naked, and their bodtí* 
thrown into a pit, half covcred with earth, and left 
to the diferetion of the birds and wild beafts.

Upon the fame evidence, in a little time aftfl» 
íixteen more fuffered death; the greateft part » 
them dying in the moíl exemplary fentiments oí 
picty, and with the ftrongeft profeffions of thelf 
innocence. One man, refufing to plead, fuffered >■* 
the cruel manner the law direéts on that occafion» 
by a ílow prcffurc to death. The moíl ordinal 
and innocent aftions were metamorphofed into n’3' 
gical ceremonies, añil the fury of the people aug' 
mented in proportion as this gloorr. of imaginado*1 
increafed. The fíame fpread with rage and rapid'tf 
into every pnrt of the country. Neither the ten* 
dernefs of youth, ñor the infirmity of age, ñor tM 
honour of the fex, ñor the facrednefs of the m"11' 
ílrv, ñor the refpieétablc condition of fortune °[ 
charadlcr, was the leall protedlion. Children ot 
eleven years oíd were taken up for forccries. T ‘lC 
women were ftripped in the moft íhameful mani^ 
to fearch them for magical teats. The fcorbutl 
ftains common on the fkins of oíd perfons, " 'c

«alled the dcvil’s pinches. This was indifputable 
evidence againft them. As fuch they admitted 
every idle flying report, and even ftories of ghofts, 
which they honoured with a ñame, not found in 
°ur law books: they called them Speélral Evi
dence. Some women owned they had been lain 
wnh by the devil, and other things equally ridi- 
culous and abominable.

Tlie wretches who fuffered the torture, bein<* 
not more preffed to own thcmíelvcs guilty than to 
dilcovcr their affociates and accomplices, tmable to

¿I,"  “ y r“  "“ oum> ” ™ «1 l» p le  at randotn, 
who were immcdiatcly alten up, and treated ¡ñ 
the lame cruel manner, upon this extorted evidence. 

An umverlal terror and confternation Ceized upon

f  L  i v i , r V£ntr '  ac; ufati0" ’ awl * “ 8 *  them.
, " lth wirchcrafr, and f„ efeaped death • 

others iled the provincc ; and ma„y L r e  wer¡  
preparing to fly. The prlfons were crmviW «  

pie were executed daily; yct the rage of the ac- 
cufeis was as frefh as ever, and the number of the 
witches and the bewitched increafed every hour 
A  magdlrate who had eonunittetl forty „ „ s f e  
th.s enme, fadgued with fo difagreeL'le an em'

r ’£ “  aUl1 3,1'amci1 of thf Atate he had in ¡,, 
,r . e rant any more warrants. He was him
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A jury, ftruck with the affeíling manner and 
the folemn aflurances of innoccnce o f a woman 
brought bcfore them, ventured to acquit hcr; but 
the judges fent them out again; and in an imperi* 
ous manner forced them to find the woman guilty! 
and íhe was executcd immediately. The magif* 
trates and minifters, whofe prudence ought to haví 
been employed in healing this diftemper and ai* 
fuaging its fury, threw in new combuftiblc matter. 
They encouraged the accufers; thcy affifted at the 
examinations, and they extorted the confeífions, of 
witches.

None íignalized their zeal more upon this occa* 
fion than Sir William Phips, the governor, a Nc'í 
England man, o f the loweft birth, and yet meanci 
education; who, having raifed a fudden fortune by 
a lucky accident, was knighted, and afterwards 
made governor of the province. Do&or Incrcafe 
Mather, and doétor Cotton Mather, the pillars of 
the New England church, were equally fanguin& 
Several of the moft popular minifters, after twenty 
executions had been made, addreífed Sir William 
Phips with thanks for what he had done, and with 
exhortations to proceed in fo laudable a work- 
The accufers, encouraged in this manner, did not 
know wherc to ftop, ñor how to procecd. The)' 
were at a lofs for objeíts. They began at laft to 
accufe the judges themfelvcs. What was worfr» 
the neareft relations of Mr. Increafe Mather were 
involved, and witchcraft began cven to approach

the
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thí govcrnor’s own fcmily. It « as ttoiv high t!me 
to g,ve things another tura. The acculhn were 
Afcouraged b? anthority. One hundréd and fifty 
who lay m prdbn, were difeharged. Tw o huí,’  
dred more were trader aeeufatiOn; they were piffid 
over! and thofe who had received fentence o f 
dcath were reprieved, and in due time pardoned 
A  fa v  cool montero ihcwed them the L f s  and
« O H  error that hadearried them awae, and which 
™  u,te„y ,nrifible !0 thcm a„  tlle ' wMt' V“

, n®afí! th,s frangí perfecution. They 
grew hcartrlv afhamcd of what they had done. Rut 
«hat was rníinitely mortifymg, ,he q„akcrs took 

ceaíon to attnbme all this mifchief to a ¡ u f e

enthufiafVaS ° f  ftr° ”Sd * ebull¡'™ *  o f enthufiafm ever ltnown among them. _  As diere
are few thtngs fo had as not ,o eonduce ,o lime '
general good, fo it is  likely this temperare litnaey-

ntri uted in a grcat meafure to work off the ¡11

have IXZlfr“  * * *  Many ceiis
was tlu* r . ° * ¡  m-their °w n extremes. This

V i .  i  ‘ nc'fm’ ™  th= heft applieatiort
wherebv



whereby to effeft a cure on fuch as were tainted 
with its poifon. It is certain, that whatever were 
thc follics of the jiuritans, much of their bigoti? 
•was loft after this pcriod, and expired with thc 
witchcraft delufion.

The extraordinary feene was no fooner clof^ 
than the magiftrates began to reficdl that they hs“ 
in reality no right to infliét any capital punifl» 
ments. Upon this, John Winthrop, Efq. fon to thc 
late governor oí Mafihchufet, was employed by thc 
colonifts o f Connetíficut and Newhaven to folie» 
the chartcr for thera which united them into orí 
body corporate.

Upon the breaking out of the Dutch war, h¡> 
majelty, who feemed llill to have been uncafy abo»: 

V the conllitution of NewEngland, mude a grant W 
the dukc of York of all the lands poffefled by $  
Dutch on both lides o f Hudfon’s Bay, and a lqU*! 
dron of.íliips, with land forces, were fent to dri'- 
them awav, under the command of Sir Robert O ’i 
and colbnel Nicholls. That fervice being perforé 
ed, the two commanders, with other two coi®' 
miflioners, Cartwright and Maverick, were ordcr' 
ed to repair to New England, therc to decide 
controvcrted points amongft thc colonifts. Arta* 
ing there, tlicy prefented to the governor and coi»1’ 
cil of New Plymouth a letter froin his majclf'i 
in which he promiles to prelcrve all their liberté 
and privÜfges, both ecclefiaftical and civil, with01' 
the leaft violation. “  This,”  (continued his majdty
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"  we Prefume wUÍ difpofe yon to manifeft by all 
“  the ways in your power, your loyalty, and afte&on 

to us, that all the World may know that yon 
“  .look uPon yourfelves as being as much our fub- 
“  aild living  under thc fame obedience to us 
« a s  if yon continued in your natural country* 
Though thole expreflions from a king of Eiudand 
to one of his colomes were juftifiable, yet the°pre- 
fence ol the commiílioners was not verv acccptablc 
at New Plymouth.

Soon atter this, upon fome extraordinary, though 
natural appearances in theair, thc magiftrates, who 
fecm to have been as much fuperftition-ftruck as 
the loweft of their people, wrote circular letters to 
the mmifters and elders of every town to promote 
the reformation of manners, as if fome very dread- 
ful oven, had been at hand. The only L g  o f 
that kmd, however, tlm  happened was a renewal 
ot their own perfecutions of the baptifts and the 
quakers, whom they now ruined by banilhmcnts 
fines, and imprifonments. This produced an in- 
terpofition from the heads of the preíbvrerian clcr-y 
m England, for a mitigation o f the fufferinm, of the 
baptifts, addrefled to John Eeverett, Efq. Governor 
° f  the Maflachufets. At the fame time, ¡he chief 

, , London T lakcrs obtained a like letter, fi¿n- 
d  !>y elcven of thc moft eminent diflénting divines 
’n faV()ur of their brethren; but al, was to little or 
n<» purpofe. While the government of N ew  En«-- 
and was thus, out o f zeal for chriftianity, exercif- 
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ing a moft unchriítían fpirit, Philip, king of the 
ampanoags, the fame \ve havc already niention* 

ed, mindful ol his brother’s difgrace, was niedi* 
tating a moíl fevere revengo againíl the Englift» 
and condufted himfelf with as much policy and 
courage, as his namefake of Macedón could have 
done, liad he becn in the like circumítances. In the 
yenr 1673, there was no difpute m America be* 
nveen the courrs of Franco and England; but ¡t 
appears, at the fame time, that this was owing to 
the tamencfs of the court of England, which 
petfuaded by the French to order its fubjefts to 
leave the fine fettlements they liad upon the banfc 
cí the íivei Kcnnebck, which they accordingly didi 
and retired to New England, which nowlfar cX* 

cccded the 1 rench boaíted colony at Qiiebcc, i1' 
jiopuloufncfs, flrcngth, riclies, commerce, and evci)' 
cii cumílunce that could tender the lives of the cO* 
lonifts fecure and agrceable. The French, there* 
foro, confidered Bofion as the Carthage that was, 
at any late, to be dcmoliílicd, and early entered 
hito fecret connexions with king Philip. H e fa«f 
they were not then in a ccindition to affiíl: hirn! 
and, though he was a complete maiter of diífinJU* 
lation, the Englifh at N ew  Plymouth began to 
fulpcct his intentions, and'ordercd him to repair ^ 
Iaunton. Philip obeyed, confitmed his forme1 
rrcaty with that government, and confented to p3/ 
a hundred pounds for damages done by himfelf 
and his fubjeds; and, to íhew that lie was a valf'1

to
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to the colorty of New Plymouth, he agreed to fend
thern every year, by way 0f  tenure, five wolves 
heads.

If the colony demanded this, it Was unjuft, as 
they could have no fuch claim of fuperiority over 
a native and independent princc. I f  the fubmiffion 
^-as voluntary, yet it was impolitic in thcm to accent 
of it, as they muí! know that it was difiembled. 
Lpon the whole, it appears but too plainly, that 
t tufe colomíls, now thinking themfelves invincible, 
proceeded againft Philip and-his allies too W h r i -  
ly, and unguardedly, and with too great a contSnpt 
of their power. Philip had a fecretary, one Sanfa- 
man, but whether he was his natural-born fúbieO: 
t oes not appear, though he probably was. He was 
the fon of a converted Indian; but growin* un he 
rcturned to the religión of his forefatherl, ¿ m  
vhrch he apoftanzed, and again tnrning chriffian 

and a preacher, he was fent upon the Wampanoag

Z v Z  v w r j  ' l  hÍSheathenUh ftate beeii fecre
tary to 1 h.l,p, fuch an apoítle could not lie a verv
agreeable in his dominio,*; and, as he si'as
to c llm g  the counrry, he was murdered by fomc

the I r ' r* co™ fellors’  at we ought to lte 
mimCri Í T ! ? ’  “  " *  are told that, during his 
The 1C'‘ a correlpondcnce with the En«li(h

m th8r ; n"  ° ( N m  fufpefting ¿
^  o eted tile body be ta J  „  %  ¿  

b ro ta d o ’ 1 ? ™ “  '"'I"'*1 “ "S upon ¡t, they
br0“g'U m thw “  tvilful morder,” opon

which
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which one lobias, one o f Philip’s counfellors, and 
his fon, werc upon the evidence of an Indian, and 
the ridiculous one of the body’s bleeding at the 
touch of Tobías, tried by a jury, half Englilh, half 
Indians, convidcd, and execnted.

A ’oout this time, fome pintes ran away with a 
íliip, after putting the maíler and fome of his inca 
on board the longboat; and botli parties happened 
to meet at the very famc' time in the port of Bof* 
ton; lipón which the pirates were íéized, tried, and 
the ringleaders execnted.

King Philip’s patience was, by this time, worn 
our, ñor can we be furprized at ir, confidering the in* 
dignities he had fufiered— His firft hoftilities brokc 
out near Mount Hope, where he plundered an Eng- 
liíh plantation; but, inílead of giving fatisfaclion as 
ufual, to the governor o f New Plymouth, who de* 
manded it, liis indians murdered thrcc Engliíhmefl 
in the fields by day, and fix others in the town of 
Swanfey by night. This was in the year. 1675; 
and the governor o f New Plymouth immediatelf 
demanded from the confederare colonies their ftipu- 
lated affiftances. The Plymouth forces lay at Swan
fey, under Captain Cudworth, and tlie Maflachufets 
colony dctached captain Prenticc, with a troop of 
horfe, captain Henchirían, with a company of foot> 
and captain Mofcly, with another of volunteers, to 
join him.— 'I he Indians feldoni or never could he 
brought to fiand a pitched battlc with the Euro* 
peans; and this junétion being formed, they Ih’d

’ intó
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into the woods, ujxin which the Englifli took pof- 
feflion of Mount Hope, and ravaged their country. 
They then compelled the Naragantfeti to renounce 
their alliancc with king Philip, and to enter into 
articlcs to aflift the Englifh againft him, and all 
their other enemies; and, by way of encourage- 
ment, they were promilcd two coats for cvery ltv- 
mg, and one for every dead Wampanoag, and 
twenty good coats for Philip’s hcad.

How far this reward for the life of a fovercign 
pnnee was agreeablc to jutV.cc or the law of na- 
tions may be juftly doubted, elpecially as it did not 
then judictally appear that he authorifed the bar- 
banties that had been committed by his fubjeds. 
In the mean while, captain Cudworth marched to 
prevent the Pocaífets, another Indian tribe, from 
joming with Philip; but he found that they had 
•> rea y taken arms, and he was roo wcak to reduce

v T . 7  r hl, lf> kncw Perfe<%  well how to avail 
himfclf of the Indian manner of fighting, which
w’as by ambufeades and furprifes. The EnHiíh 
officers, on the other hand, finding their enemies 
«id, fcoured the country', with little or no precau
ción, and were often ovcr-reachcd by the tirara 
l^ so fth eb a rb a ria n s, The head $2
E ?  7 ’  UT  “dí!CC m ¡ r  »  « Ílvnmíí
á:.oJeín " , fp0t, cJlcJ P o aff«-N cck. betwecn 
m i j i h ñ f f  Motiumcnt-Bay, a b o * eighteon 

- Jlant from Taunton. Thithtr they maro!)-

cd;
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ed ; but, after loíing fomc mcn, they found them- 
fclves obligcd to turn their attack ¡nto a blockade, 
which they formed with tWo hundred men, ín hopes. 
o f ítarving out Philip, or obliging him to furren- 
der.

This fervice was pcrformed by the Engliíh with 
ncither conrage ñor conduít; for Philip, in the 
mean time, croíTcd the river on a raft, and inadc 
his efcape into the country o f the Nipmucks ; one 
hundred of his men, howcver, were made prifo- 
ncrs.— The Nipmucks were Indians, lying betwecn 
ConneíUcut and N ew  York, and had already made 
fuch devaílations in Suffolk county, as had obligó 
the Engliíh to draw off great part of their troopS 
from their expedition againft Philip to fupprcÍJ 
them.— At firít, the Engliíh endeavoured to detach 
them, by a treaty, from Philip’s interdi; but they 
no fooncr heard of that pritice’s arrival in their 
country, than they íired upon captain Hutchinfon, 
one of the two officers fent to negotiate with them» 
killcd fomeof his mcn, and obliging the reít to íly* 
Philip, who was by this time very ítrong, purfut’d 
them, and drove them, to the number o f aboUt 
fcvcnty, into a houfc, where they muí! probabl/ 
have becn taken or burned, had they not been re
lie ved by major Willard, another Engliíli oíficer,

• who, at the head of no more than fifty mcn, fur- 
prifed the Indians in the night-time, killcd cighty 
oí them, and obligcd Philip, in his turn, to rctreat> 
which he did towards the Nipmuck country.
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By

By this time, the Conncfticut forces had taken 
the field under major Treat, who was direéted to 
obferve Philip’s motions. A proof of that prince’s 
great abilities, we will not fay virtues, arifes 
from his infpiring all the favages in thofe parts 
■ \vith a paffion for recovering their native indepen- 
daney and country. When the Engliíh demanded 
hoítages from the favages on the borders of the 
Nipmuck country, inítead of obeying, they were 
fo attached to Philip, that they cut in pieccs their 
own king for liítening to the propofition, and 
marched to join Philip. They were purfued by 
the captains Lathrop and Beers, who killcd twenty- 
íix of them, with the lofs of ten of their own men. 
1 he reít joined Philip. All the out-fettlements of 
the coloniíts of New England were now ravaged 
by the natives, whom Philip had every where 
roufed into arms; but the Conneétícut colony fuf- 
fered the moít. The inhabitants of Deerfield, an 
inland town, after feeing their plantations deítroyed 
and burned, íhut themfelves up in a ílight fortifica
ron, wllcrc they defended themfelves. Captain 
Beers was fent at the head of thirty-fix mcn ; but 
he was met by the favages, who put to the fword 
himfelf and ten of his foldiers, and obliged the reít

íly to Hadley. Major Treat, at the head of a 
“rger detachmcnt, had better fortune, for he 
rought off the befieged; but they were in danger

c ^rving, having leít their corn behind them.
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Captain Lathrop, on the fiftcenth of Septemtó 
went, at the head of a large detachmcnt, confií^ 
almoít of the whole forcé of Efl'ex county, 
carts to fetchit o ff; but he was furroundcd by  ̂
Indians, and, endeavouring to fight them in t!>? 
own manner, he himfelf and fevcntv of his

i J . l
werc íhot dead, through the ftiperior dexterityf 
the Indians in managing their firc-arms. This"1, 
the grcatefi: lofs of mcn the New England coloré 
had ever fuftaincd at onc time; ñor was it repaî  
by captain Mofeley, who, though he carne too la* 
to fave his countrymen, killcd above onc huntW 
of the Indians, lofing but two of his own 
Lathrop’s defeat encouraged the favages upon 0* 
ne&icut River to declare for Philip ; and the b<$ 
ges thcy had givcn for the prefervation of & 
peace, had the addrefs to make their cfctf 
Springfield, a town lying on that river, was 
firft objed: of their fury. Thcre they burnedcio  ̂
thirty-two houfes, and would havc maffacred  ̂
the inhabitants, had they not been put upon tW 
guard by Toto, a faithful Indian, and retircd $ 
the ílrongell places of the town, which they * 
fended rill they were relievcd by a detachment ® 
der captain Appleton, It is probable, hoWt  ̂
that all Hampíhire rauft llave been deílroycd,  ̂
not the governmcnt ordered the Connedicut fo(í 
to cover irs frontiers, efpecially in the tow»5 i 
Had lev, Northampton, and Hatfield ; all of t¡1{í 
lying upon, or near Connccticut llivcr. This
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done with fo much fecrefy, that an army of eight 
hundred Indians fell upon Hatfield; but being re- 
pulled with great lofs, they retreated to the coun- 
try of the Naragantfets, whom the commiílioncrs 
for the aíTociated colonies voted to be enemies to 
the Engliíh, for íheltering them.

Though it was now far in the winter, the ne- 
ceffity of chaítifing the Naragantfets was fo great 
that Mr. Winílow, the governor of New Ply- 
mouth, put himfelf at the head of a hundred men, 
and, having for his guideone Peter, a Naragantfet 
renegade, about the beginning of September, 
he carried fire and fword into their country, 
burned a hundred and fifty of their wigwams, and 
killed or took prifoners about a dozcn of their in- 
habitants. But the operations of this winter cam- 
paign foon aíTumed a ncw face. The encmy ftill 
continued their ravages and murders, particularly 
about Petequamfet; and Winílow underítood from 
I eter, that the whole ílower oí the cnemy’s forcé 
was íhut up in a fort, the moft regular that had 
ever been raifed by the Indians, bulle upon a kind 
of an iíland, acccffible only by one way. Winílow, 
being joined by a hundred and fifty Mohegins, 
bravely refolved to lofc no time, but ¡nftantly to 
attack this fort. The officers under him werc the 
captains Mofely and Davenport, who led the van ; 
Gardner and Johnfon, who were in the centre 1 
and major Appleton and captain Oliver, who 
brought up the rear of the Maírachufet forces : by

® 2 which
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which it is probable that Wínílow had beel 
conliderably rc-inforced by the Engliíh. — — ^  
himfelf, as general, with bis New Plymouth nicni 
commanded in the centre, and major Treat, "iii 
the captalns Gallop, Mafon, Senly, and Wilfó 
ferved with the Connedicut forces in the rea-'' 
All of them were under the diredion of 
who conduded them through the fwamp to1 
breach, but of what kind \ve are not informé 
which was attackcd and defended with equal oblb 
nacy and refolution.

The fire of the favages was fteady; and no fe'ví( 
than fix brave Engliíh captains, Davenport, Gat¿ 
ner, Jolmfon, Gallop, Senly, and Maríhall, ^  
killed in the attuck. The Engliíh foldiers, exaij* 
rated that fo many of their gallant oílicers ího¿; 
fall by the hands of the barbarians, whom tM 
were ufed to defpife, at laíl carried their point. W 
enemy was beaten from poft to poft into a cĉ  
fwamp at fome didance. Their fort wras burî  
down ; the fortifications W'ere levelled; fcvcn h®1 
dred of the favages, with arins in their hands, " £fí 
put to the fword, amongít whom were twentK 
their chicf captains; threc hundred, befides, ^  
of their wounds, and a great number of defen** 
lefs men, women, and children, who had ta^ 
refuge in the fort, believing it to be impregna^ 
periíhcd, either by the fword or in the flaiw 
The lols of the Engliíh, befides the fix capta*115

I OI

xvas eighty-five men killed, and a hundred and 
fifty men wounded.

Count de Frontenac, a haughty and fufpicious 
man, being then governor of New France, and 
having a mortal antipathy to the Engliíh Ame
rica ns, he openly and fecretly fupported the 
infurredion of the favages againft the colonifts. 
I f  we are to believe our New England hiftorians, 
he, this winter, fent a detachment from Canuda, 
who aded in concert with the barbarians, and 
threatcncd the very extindion of the MaíTachufet 
colony.

They burned down the town of Mendham, and 
carried ofi all the Uve Rock of the inhabitants ; 
whofe farms were generally as xvell ftocked a¡ 
thofe m England. They plundered or burned the 
town of Lancafter, and carried forty-two perfons 
into captivity. Marlborough, Sudbury, Chelms- 
ford, and Medfield, where they killed twenty 
Engliíh, underwcnt the fame fute; and they fpread 
their ravages within a few miles of the gates of 
Boñon. I he iuccefies of the barbarians feem to 
be owing to two caufes. The firft was, that the 
Engliíh colonifts were 1b intent upon protedine 
the,r properties, that they fplit their ftrennh ¡nto 
too many fubdivifions ; while the Frcnch had 
taught the barbarians to march in a body, to move 
quiekly from place to place, and to mind no other 
objed, but the fpreading around them as much

defolation
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dcfolation as poffiblc. The fecond caufe is aífigned 
by Mr. Neal, who informs us, that the coid of 
thís winter was fo extremely intenfe, that the 
Engliíh durft hardly look out of their quarters. 
Notwithftanding thofe two reafons, fomething flill 
feems to have becn wanting on the part of the 
Engliíh, who, whilc purfuing their enemies, leK 
their own country expofed, and, bcforc the cam- 
paign opencd, had not takcn proper prccautions to 
defend themfelves. —  In the fpring of 1677, 3 
party of feventy Engliíh and one hundred Indians, 
uiuler captain Dennifon, ílcw feventy-íix of the. 
hoftilc Indians, and a party of the Conne&icuu 
killed or made prifoners about forty-four. Cancn- 
eliet, fon of Miantonimo, the chief fachem of the 
Naraganfcts, was amongíl the prifoners. He wss 
aceufcd by the Engliíli of having concludcd 3 
peace wirh thcm at Boílon, fix months before, an*l 
of having broken it as foon as he returned hoi«¿ 
W e are to obferve, howevcr, that his father, who 
was no fricnd to the Engliíh, was alive and pt?l 
féfled of the government. Be thís as it wM 
the Indians delivered him into the hands of the 
Mohocks, and they cut ofF his head, out of hatred 
to his father. —  Philip had commanded in the í"3' 
mous defencc of the fort, and was one of thofe 
who had efeaped to the fwamp, froni w henee h¿ 
went to the Maquas, 011c of the Mohock nations, 
to excite thcm to a war with the Engliíh. Finding 
that they wcre backward in anfwcring his folie*'

tations»
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tations, he fell upon an expedicnt to induce them 
wh.ch could be fuggefted only by a more than 
barbarous fpirit o f revenge; for, going into the 
woods, he murdered fome of the Maquas with his. 
own hands, and, returning in the utmoft hurrv 
he informed the prince of that people, that the 
Engliíh had invaded his lands, and were then 
butehenng his fubieds. Unfortunately for Philip 
one of the favages happened only to be feverely 
wounded, and crawling home, he informed the 
fachem and his people of the truth, which turned 
againft Philip all the rage they had conceived a 
gainft the Engliíh; for their whole nation imme- 
diatcly declarad for the colonifts. Their alliance

t0PhUÍp> 0f infinItc fcr- 
* totheE nghíh; for his Indians could nowno
nger march m large bodies; and though the ¡n- 

habitants ofPlymouth, Taunton, Chelmsford, Con- 
cord, Havenhill, Bradford, and Wooburn, were 
ometimesalarmed, they did not fuffer much, from

themmJs nUf r  ° f thC faVageS who attacked thcm. Several, however, were killed, and fome
cam,,! offs but two Engliíh boys, who made their

capcdefcnbed a place towardsthefkUsof Connefti-

Z Z t  U budy ° f  IndÍanSWere ^rpriíbd by 
ptam Turner, with one hundred and eightymen

f .L d  a„d

anambufl, " f T  ‘ ' “ T *  Was kilW ¡»
from Briclge\vatcr.e " ’h°  had bKn * ivcn

In
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In íhort, thc fortune of the war was noW 
tirely inclined towards thc Engliíh, who had l,r0- 
fited by their misfortunes, and, in a fhort timft 
cut oft’ about fix hundred of the favages. Fan^ 
co-operated with thc arms of the coloniíls ; for tb<¿ 
thoughtlcfs barbarians had been fo intent opon re- 
venge, that thcy had ncglciíted their harveft; a'‘“ 
two hundred of thcm threw thcmfclvcs upon 
merey of the Engliíh at New Plymouth; — 
of thcfe were pardoned but threc, who, hc¡-r 
convidcd of atrocious crimes, were hang  ̂
Philip ftill kept the field ; but, being at the l'c-' 
of no more than two hundred favages, he could u‘ 
nothing effeéhially, and returned to his oíd retf® 
at Mount Hopc, wherc his chief cmploymcnt 
to plan ambuíhes againft the colonies. 
Bradford, with a party of Engliíh, happily efeafy 
onc of them ; and, marching into the land 01 
thc Taconets, obligcd the queen of that countf1 
with her whole army, which confifted of ntô  
men, to receive the Engliíh yoke.

About the end of Julv, a fachem or fcgam0̂ 
o f the Nipmuck Indians, with one hundred 
cighty of his men, fubmittcd to thc Engliíhj , 
delivered up Matoonas, the firft favage, who, '  
that war, had appeared in arms againft the Engl^ 
W c íhall, once for all, obferve, that the colon _
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fecm to have aded, all this time, upon p 
pies that fclf-prcfervation alone could juftif)r* 
thoie Indians were thc * fubjcds of England)

.rin̂
i

xvas ncccfiary for the colonifts to have had legal 
powers from England for proceeding capitallyV 
gainft their fellow-fubjeds. I f  they were indepen- 
dant, it will perhaps be difficult to affign a rcafon 
why they íhould be put death, becaufe, in thc 
laft cafe, they could only be prifoners of war. 
The colonifts leem to have been fomewhat ap- 
prifed of their own doubtful fituation; for, in- 
ftead of putting Matoonas to death themfelvcs, 
tliey ordered the Nipmuck fegamore to íhoot him* 
which he accordingly performed; but the fon was 
pardoned. A great many other íkirmiíhes, (all 
of thcm, in general to the advantage of thc Eng- 
híh) happened about this time ; but they tvere o f 
very little confequence.

'  ,As to Philip. all his arts could not keep up the 
íp>ms of his party when they met with ill fuccefs. 
One of his allics, the queen of Pocairet, as íhe is 
called, deferves particular mention. Being furprif- 
ed by the Engliíh, íhe animated her men to hold 
out to the laft ; but they mcanly deferted her, and, 
m endeavouring to efeape upon a raft, íhe was 
drowned. Her body being found, the Englií]), 
not knowing whofe it was, cutofTher head, and fet 

u 'ith others, uponapole atTaunton, where it 
Was foon recognifed by the Indians, and her obfe- 
quics were celcbratcd with howlings which teftb 

f lc hiSh dtecm ílie was held in by her country- 
men Philip, notwithftanding all his misfortunes,

VOL. I. p
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continucd the undaunted and irreconcileable cneiB}’ 
of Engliíhmen, and went fo far as even to cut t° 
picces with his own hands an Indian, who had 
da red to mention propofals for a pcace. One of 
his friends and counfellors, who probably was of a 
pacific difpofition lik¿wife, taking warning by the 
fate o f his íellow-fubje&s, ílcd to Rhode-Iíland; 
—  there he difcovered to the Engliíh where Philip 
was, and the mcans by which he might be fur* 
prifed. Captain Church, upon this, went with s 
Email party, and found him, with a few attendantSi 
in a fwamp, which, by the defeription, is a place 
furrounded by fordable ftagnated waters. Philip 
endeavoured to efeape, but was fingled out by a» 
Englilhman and an Indian. The E n gliíh m i 
piece mill'ed fire, but that of the Indian laid hi* 
dead. His body, being taken up, was quartereA 
and his head was carried in triumph to New Pl}’* 
mouth, where his Ikull is to be feen at thi« 
day.

Thus ended what is very properly called the 
Philippic w a r; and it is obferved, even by the 
New England hiftorians, that the Indians to theeaft* 
ward were an independant people, their countrj 
lying without the line o f the charter of the Mató- 
chufets. Thcy continued the war, even afrer Ph>* 
lip’s death, with fome advantages, till the govern* 
ment of Bofton interpofed, and fent a body 
men, who made four hundred Indians prifoners» 
two hundred of whom were fold for llaves, a11̂

tbe
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the reft, excepting a few who had been made ex
ampies of for having been guilty of murders, 
were fent home, on promife of behaving better for 
the future. In the relation of this war, we have 
purpofely omitted niany little íkirmifhes, that have 
been deferibed with great minutenefs by the New 
England hiftorians ; but they confift only -of fur_
furpnfes of very fmall bodics____ After the
death of king Philip, major Walderen was fent to 
make up matters with the fachem of Penobfcot, 
m which he fucceeded but indifferently; and, after

de < T 1 V  r T d of general peace was conclu-ded, the Enghlh were obliged to allow the In- 
d-ans of the eaftern parís'a certain quantity of 

f 0ri; )ea,r.>; anti to Pay a fmall quit-rent for their

f t : m ^ thCyP°<rCffed’ 0rrathcrhad “ f- H

Tliough the war was «tingoilhcd ¡n „ne pare 
of New England, yet It M I continued in another, 
where the natives refented the grofs affronts and 
impofitions of the fettlcrs ; efpeciaUy upon ,he

Í7  ThelÍVaSesl'ad "« " 'te a r f
that the Engliíh were not invincible : _____ wh:.-
t >o war was raglng m the weft, thcy fell „pon

* £ “S I  T  ,hC Can’ "  herC ,hc>' Wrdered

« r  S s  í r m í t Í i m d t h e
a.fficiendv , ° f  Bollon- Aough
fcn tT  l ,  !' üycd m ,hc with king Philip,
the reliefof ?* ,mcn’ under captain Hawthorn, to 

their eallern neighbours; and thcy fur-

^ 2 prifed
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prifcd four hundred Indians as they were plunder* 
ing major VValderen’s houfe, and madc thetn ali 
prifoners. H alf of thefe wcre fold for ílaves, 
the other half, excepting a few, who were cxe- 
cuted for atroeious crimes, were difmifled on pro* 
mife of a more pacific behaviour.

This, in faét, finiíhcd a war which gavc oc* 
caíion for many fcrious reíleétions to the Englifo* 
They found the vaft inconvenience of their having 
no ftrong places to defend them againft the 
flying attacks of the Indians; and therefore they ftf 
themfelves to build fome at Scarborough, Falmouth, 
Falmouth, York, Dover, and other parts. The 
war had occafioned a negleét of agriculturc, and an 
uncommon profligacy of manners among the peopleí 
and therefore, in the year 1679, a truc preíbyterian ff' 

nod, in which lay-members were admitfed to vote» 
was held at Bofton, for the reformation of manners. 
About this time, the province of New England in 
general met with three fevere blows. in the deaths 
o f Mr. Winthrop, the governor of Connefticut and 
Newhaven; Mr. Leveret, the governor o f the 
Maíláchufets ; and Mr. Winílow, the governor of 
N ew  Plymouth colony ; all o f them gentlemen of 
great experience and honcft intentions. The lirft 
was fucceedcd by William Lee, Elq; the fecond 
by Simón Bradftreet, Efq: and the third by Robert 
1 reat, Efq; but Charles II. towards the end of 
his reign, getting the better of his parliament, the 
province of N ew  England underwcnt a fevere

per*

perfecution. A  quo warranto was brought againft 
the New Plymouth colony, and judgement wasen- 
tered in chancery. The Maíláchufets colony in the 
years 1683 and 1684, had pretty much the fame 
fatc; but when the quo warranto was fent againft 
Connedticut and Newhaven, their governments 
"ere  given to underftand, by a letter from the 
king, that if they quietly reíigned their charter, 
they might have it in their option to be aflbeiated 
either under New York, or Bofton. Finding their 
fate inevitable, they wifcly chofe the latter. Rhode- 
IHand, whofe charter is faid to have bcen very va- 
luable, gave it up without a ftruggle; and New 
Hampíhire and Maine refigned into the hands of 
the crown the afiociation under which they were 
conftituted; fince which time their governor and 
council have becn named by the kíng, but their go
vernor has generally bcen the fame with that of 
the Maíláchufets.

Henry Cranficld, Efq; was the firft governor 
under this regulation; and, upon his arrival in 
New England, he turned out Mr. Bradftreet, Mr 
Lett, and Mr. Treat. Cranfield was turned out of 
his government upon the death of Charles II. and 
fucceeded by Thomas Dudley, Efq; a New Eng- 
wnd man. This governor endeavoured to fupporr 

1!mfdf m thc favour of the court, by favouring the 
C,  U,rch of Ellgland againft the prcíbyterians, which 
-o protokedthe New England men, that, by a very

. ' un-
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uncommon ílrain of liberty, they depofed and fent 
him prifoner to Oíd Fngland. Sir Edmund Androsj 
who is faid to have been a poor knight of Gucrn- 
fey, carne orer to be governor of N ew  England 
ju íl at thc time the people had refumed their char- 
ter-government. It was likewife about the fanic 
time, that captain W illiam Phipps, a New Eng
land man, made his fortune in a very extraor- 
dinary manner. Underílanding that, about the ycar 
1640, a large Spaniih galleon had been loft near 
Port de la Plata, he obtained of Charles II. a fmall 
frigate of eighteen guns, and ninety-five mcn, with 
which he failed to Hifpaniola, and continued div- 
ing for her, but without any fucccfs, and was oblig- 
cd to give up thc cnterprize : notwithñanding 
which thc dukc of Albermarlc, fon to thc reftoreí 
duke, being in dcfperatc circumílances, adopted 
thc defperate undertaking of Phipps, who pro- 
profed to divide the contingent prize-moncy into a 
number of íharcs, cach proportioned to the íliare 
o f expence advanccd by the adventurer. A  íhip 
o f about two hundrcd tons was bought, with 
which Phipps fet fail to thc oíd fpot of explora- 
tion ; but after various and tedious attempts by a 
canoe and a tender, on board of which were divers 
of all kinds, he was about to have e:iven ovcr 
the attempt again, whcn the wreck was difeo- 
vered; and fo induftriouíly did they work, that, 
in a few days, no lefs than thirty-two tons of fil- 
ver was brought up, with an immenfe treafure in

gold,
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gold, pearls, diamonds, and othet commodities. It 
is faid, that thc whole, when brought by Phipps 
to England, amounted to three hundred thoufand 
pounds, of which ninety thoufand carne to the 
Hitre of the duke o f Albermarlc; and twcnty 
thoufand to that of Phipps, who was knighted by 
£ng James II. —  A long calm in the affairs of 

ew England fucceeded, and continued to the 
time o f the revolution, when the Indians began to 
complain of thc littlc attention that was paid to 
thc treaty by which they were to have an allow- 
anceofeorn. They complained, at the fame time, 
oí their being interrupted in their fiíhery upon 
Saco nverj that their fields were trefpaíTed upon 
by the Engliíli cattle; and that the government of 
iíoíton had given away their lands. The truth is, 
that the planters o f New England, about this 
time, were a littlc too free with the natives, and 
alio with the French. They took upon them- 
dves to affix new boundaries to their jurifdiftion, 

by Which they feized a great deal of French pro- 
l1crty, particularly fome belonging to one St. Caf- 
tecn. The French ambaffador had procured an 

°r *r from the Engliíh court, for reítoring Caf- 
ccn’s goods, and, particularly, a parcel o f wine, 
'mch the colonifts had arbitrarily feized; but no 

r(p r d  feems to have been paid to ir. It is proba- 
e that the people of New England, by this 
te, began to fufpeét that king James’s go- 
tnment would be but very Ihort-lived; and

they
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they had conceivcd at once a contempt and an a- 
verfion for their governor Andros. Carteen was 
himfelf an almoft naturalized Indian, having mar- 
ricd the daughter of one of their Tacharas or Tega- 
morcs ; and, therefore, in the bad humour the na- 
tives were, he had no grcat difficulty in perfuading 
thcm to enter upon hoftilitics. They accordingly 
killeti Tome Engliíh cattle, which they pretended 
to be treTpaflcrs upon their grounds ; and one 
Blackman, a buTy juftice o f the pcacc, took 
up about twcnty of the offenders, and Tent thcm 
under a ftrong guard to Falmouth. This produced 
reprifals on the part of the Indians, who feized 
fome Engliíh, particularly the captains Rowdcn 
and Cendal;-the former of whom died in their 

hands.
It would have becn eafy for the Engliíh, by 

making proper conceflions, to have brought the 
Indians to reafon; but the latter werc difiuadcd by 
the French, and killed Tevcral of the inhabitants of 
New Yarmouth, which obliged tlie others to take 
Ihcltcr in their fortifications. Andros was then at 
N ew  Y o r k ; but, upon his return to Borton, he 
difapproved of Blackman’s conduft, and ordered 
all the Indian prifoners in the hands of the Engliíh 
to be releafed, without infifting upon any equiva- 

lent.
The favages confidercd this pufillanimous con- 

duft, as proceeding froni weaknefs, and captain 
Gendall, whom they had releafed, being Tent with

a party
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a party to New Yarmouth, was attacked by thcm; 
but moft of his men, whom they had taken pri- 
Toners, were afterwards rccovered. In the mean 
time, the Indians murdéred two Engliíh families 
near Kennebek, and all the frontiers were filled 
with blood and devaftations. Andros put himfelf 
at the hcad o f one thoufand men, and marched 
towards tlicm in the very depth of winter, but 
wuhout any fuccefs; and, in confcquence, is accufed 
by the New England hiftoriáns, not only of neg- 
leding the colony, but of pcrfecuting thofe who 
ftood up for its defénce, and even of correfpond- 
ing with the Frcnch in Cañada, and of fetting the 
Indians, who had been guilty o f murder, at li- 
bciry. They Tay, that the govcrnment of New 
England, at this time, was in a moft deplorable con- 
dmon: That the governor, with four or five ftran- 
gers of his council, men of defperate fortunes, and 
bad, if any, principies, made what laws, and levied 
' vhat taxes fbey pleafed on the people:— Thatthefe, 
without an aílembly, raifed a penny in the pound 
on all eftates in the country, and two-pcnce on all 
imported goods, befides twenty-pence per head, 
r°ll-money, and a large cxcife on wine, rum’  
and other liquors : — That Teveral perfons having, 
In an bumble addrcfs, reprefented this proceeding 
ns a gncvance, were committed to the county-jail 
or a lngh mifdemeanor, denied the benefit of the 

Habeas Corpus aft, tried out of their own 
county; fined exorbitantly, and obliged to pay 

V ° l - '■  Q .  one
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one hundrcd and fixty pounds for fces, when thc 
profecution would hardly have coít them fo many 
íhillings inGreat Britain;— and that, to complete the 
opprefiion, when, on their trial, thcy clairaed the 
privileges of Engliíhmen, they were fcoffingly 
told, “  Thcfe things would not follow them to thc 
ends of the earth,” —  Such were the complaints 
exhibited againít this gentleman, for whom the 
N ew  Englanders feemed to have entertained a 
moít invetérate hatred. — Sir William Phipps was 
then in England, and being a kind of favourite 
with king James, he took thc liberty to remon- 
ílratc againft the behaviour o f Andros and his 
counfellors, and to íolicit the king to reflore his 
countrymen to their charter-government, but in 
vain. King James, however, creatcd a new kind 
of poíl for Sir W illiam ; for he made him, by 
parent, íhcriffofN cw England, which gave much 
umbrage to the governor and his friends.

At laíl, Mr. Incrcafe Mather, rector of thc col- 
lege at Cambridge, with two other gentlcmen, were 
fent over to England, to complain of Sir Edmond 
Andros to the king and council. The revolution 
was then in agitation ; and news arriving at New 
England of thc prince of Orange’s landing, Andros 
not only imprifoned the bearer, but publifhed a pro- 
clamation for preventing any one commiffioned by 
thc prince from landing in the province. Thofe 
violences introduced a faney that Andros and his 
fovourites intended to malhiere the inhabitants; and

tt

it was artfully kept up, to give the peoplc an op- 
portunity of confederating together. On the i8th 
ot April, 1689, Pr0Per difpoiitions being previouf- 
ly made, a report was fpread at the north end of 
thc town that the fouth end was in arms, and the 
like was fpread of the north, in the fouth end. This 
report effefted the thing; the governor’s people, 
wherever thcy were found, were fecurcd and thrown 
into jail. The principal inhabitants took pofleflion 
of thc council-houfe, and the governor fhutting 
himfelf up in the caftle, to draw him from thcnce, 
they fent him the following letter.

“  Sir,

“  Ourfelves and many others, the inhabitants of 
í£ this town, and the places adjacent, being fur- 
“  prifed with the people’s fudden taking of arms, 
“  of the firíl motion whereof we were wholly ig- 
“  norant; being driven by the prefent accident, are 
“  neccflitatcd to acquaint your exccllency, that, for 
“  the quieting and fecuring the people inhabit- 
‘ ing in this country from the imminent danger 

“  they many ways lie open and expofed to, and 
“  tendering your own fafety; we judge it necef- 

fary, that you forthwith furrender and deliver 
up the govcrnment and fortifications, to be pre- 
ferved and difpofed of, according to order and 
diredtion from the crown of England, which 
fuddenly are expcéled to arrive ; promifing all 
fecurity from violencc to yourfelf, or any of 
your gentlcmen, or foldie^s, in perfons or ef- 

Q  2 “  tate;
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“  tate: otherwife we are aflured they will en* 
“  deavour the taking the fortifieation by llorm, 
“  i f  any oppofitíon be made.

“  W hite Wínthrop, Simón Bradílrcet,William 
“  Stoughton, Samuel Shrimpton, Bartho- 
“  lomcw Gidncy, W illiam Erowne, Tho- 
“  mas Danfurth, John Richards, Elidía 
“  Cook, Ilaac Addiugton, John Nclfon, 
“  Adam Winthrop, l ’eter Sergcant, John 
“  Foíler, David Waterhoufe.”

This letter was a fufficient intimatlbn that the 
writers of it, wcre refolved to carry their point. 
Andros at dril ílood upon his defence, and fent for 
arms to a king’s frigate then lying in the port. 
But they wére intercepted by a partv o f the 
townfmen under John Nclfon, Elq. who demand- 
ed the lurrender of the fo rt; and the governor, 
finding he had no farther means of refiílancc, gave 
it up. Thcfe men then repaired to the council- 
chamber, from whence they rcad a long and la- 
boured declaration of their grievanccs to the peo- 
ple, about tlirce thoul'and of whom were in 
arms. They fummoned a general aflembly, con- 
fiíling of the rcjirefentatives of the united colonies; 
and, on the 24th of May, by their own authority, 
they refumed theircharrer-govcrnment , whicli pro-

i
'v In the vear 1685, Charles II. having, by a meflágc tothe ge

neral aflembly of Mafl'achúfet Bay, delired, that, in conflderation 
of fevaral complanas entered againft tliem, they wonld fmrsndcr

cceding
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ceeding of tlicirs was approved of by king W il
liam and queen Mary, who confirmcd the reítored 
magiílrates in their power.— This was no wonder, 
confidering on what principies their majefties af- 
cended the thronc.— Sir William Phipps was in 
England at the time of the revolution; and king

their charter to the king’s pleafure ; this, by a vote o f general 
aflembly was refnfcd. Thcreupon, in confcquence of a quo -Mar- 

rauta, and f e i r e fa c ía s ,  1684, in chancery, in Trimty-tcnn, judge- 
ment was entered againft their charter, and it was vacated; the 
colony’s agents or attornics not appcaring. Roben Humpbrey, 
Efq. agent for Mafl’achúfet Bay colony, in his letter to the go
vernor and council, dated Inner-Teraple, M ay 1, 1685, and 
read in the general aflembly, July 8th following, wrltes, “  The 

“  brcaches afligned againft you, are as obvions as unanfwcrable ; 
“  fo that all the fervice your council and friends could llave 
“  l'onc you herc, wovdd have only ferved to deplore, not to pr«- 

vent, that inevitable lols. I fent you the lord-kccpcr’s order 

“  oi June 1 1684, requiring your appcaring on the lirft day o f
“  MicKaelmas-term, elle judgement entered againft your charter 
“  was to fland. W hen this íirft day carne, your letters o f at- 
“  torney neither wcrc, ñor indeed could he, returned; accord- 
“  u'gly, I applicd to the chanecry for farther time :— where 
“  judgmcnt palles hy refault, there may he a rchearing.— Inflead 
“  o f fending letters of attorney, the colony fent only an addrcfs 
“  to.the king, without the colony-fcal, or any fuhfcription p e r  or- 
“  der; tberefore it was not prefented. I  hcrewith fend you a 
“  topy of the judgement againft your charter. Colond  Kirk 
“  was fixed upon, hy Charles II, to be vour governor; and 
“  James II, ia faid to hayo rentwed his patcnt for your povern- 
“  ment.’ — This aflair, however, was ncglected, and the New 
Rnglaml colonies continued for fume time in the enjoyment of 
their charter piiviicges.

James
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James ofFered him the government of New Eng- 
land : but he is faid to have declined ir. The re- 
volution, at this time, taking place, an open war 
enfued berweenthe French and Engliíh in America, 
as well as in Europc. The French, who had been 
at great pains to win over the natives, now endea- 
voured to perfuade them that the Engliíh, being 
rebels, werc abandoned by God and man; and 
promifed to fupport them with all the power of the 
Quebec colony.

A new charter was granted to the coloniíts, bear- 
íng date the feventh of Oétober 1691, which, after 
reciting the former grant, was thus contintied: 
“  Whereas the faid governor and company of Maf- 
“  fachufet Bay in New England, by virtuc of the 
“  faid letters patent, are become very populous and 
“  well fettled; and whereas the faid charter was 
“  vacated by ajudgementin Chancery, in Trinity- 
“  term, in the year 1684; the agents of that colo- 
“  ny have petitioned to be re-incorporatcd by a 
“  new charter; and alio to the end that our co-

lony of New Plymouth, in New England, may 
“  be brought under fuch a form of government, 
“  as may put them in a better condition of dc- 
“  fence: W e do, by thefe prefenís, incorpórate into 
“  one real province, by the ñame of the province 
“  o f MalFacbufet'Bay in New England; viz. the 
“  former colony of Maífachufet Bay, the colony 
“  of New Plymouth, the province of Main, the 
" territory of Acadia, or Nova Scotia, and the track

“  lying
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“  lying between Nova Scotia and the province o f 
“ Main, the north half o f the iíles o f lhoals, the 
'* iíles of Capawock, and Nantucket, near Cape 

Cod, and all' iílands within ten leagues dircítly 
‘ oppofite to the main-land within the faid bounds. 
'* To our fubjetts, inhabitants of the faid lands and 
*' their fucceífors, quit-rents, a fifth part of all 
‘ g°'d, and filver, and precious ltones, that may be 
‘ (°und there: Confirming all lands, hereditaments, 

&c. formerly granted by any general court to 
‘ perfons, boches corporate, towns, villages, col- 
‘ leges, or fehools; faving the claims o f Samuel 
‘ Alien, under John Mafon, and any other claitn.
■ Former grants and conveyances not to be prc- 
' judiced for want o f form. The governor, lieu- 
• tenant governor, and fecretary, to be in the king’s 
' nomination; twenty-eight counfellors, whercof 

fcven at leaítíhall make a board. A general court 
or aílcmbly, to be convcned the laít Wednefday in 
May yearly; coníifting of the governor, council, 
and reprefentatives o f the towns or places, not 
excecding two for one place; qualification for 
an elettor forty íhillings frcehold, or fifty pounds 
fterling perfonal cítate. The general aílembly to 
eleiít twenty-eight counfellors, cighteen of them 
from the oíd colony o f MaíTachufet Bay, four 
from Plymouth late colony, three from the pro
vince of Main, one for the territory of Sagada- 
hock, and two at large. The governor, with 
confent of the council, to appoint the officers in

“  the
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“  thc courts o f juftice. All born in thc province* 
** 01■ in the paflágc to and from it, to be deemed 
“  natural born íubjcéts of England. Liberty of 
** confcicnce to all chriítians, exccpt papifts. The 
lt general aflernbly to conftitute judicatories for all 
*f caufes, criminal or civil, capital or not capital. 
"  Probate of wills, and granting of adminillrations, 

to be in the governor and council. In perfonal 
“  actions, excccding the valué of thrce hundred 
“  pounds ftcrling, an appeal lies to theking incoun- 
“  cil, if the appeal be made in fourtcen days after 
“  judgement; but execution not to be ítaid. The 
“  general afl'embly to make laws, if not repugnant 
“  to the laws of England ; to appoint all civil of- 
“  ficers, excepting thc oíhcers of the courts of juf- 
“  tice ; to impofe taxes to be difpofed by thc go- 
“  vernor and council. The converfion o f thc In- 
“  dians to be endeavoured. The governor to have 
“  a negative in all a¿ts and eleétions. All aéls 
“  of afl'embly to be fent homc by the firít oppor- 
“  tunity to the king in council for approbation ; 
“  if not difallowcd in threc years after their being 

prefented, íhall continué in forcé until repealed 
“  by the aflémbly. The general afl'embly may 
“  grant any lands in the late Maflachufet Bay and 
“  Plymouth colonics, and in the province of 

M ain; but no grant of lands from Sagadahock 
“  River to St. Laurence River Ihall be valid, with- 
“  out the royal approbation. The governor to 
“  command the militia, to ufe thc Jaw martial in
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ume

“  time of a (final war, to eredl forts and demoliíh 
“  tlle femé at pleafure. No perfons to be tranf* 
“  portal out o f the province, without their own 
“ confent, or that of the general afl'embly. The 
‘ law martial not to be executed without confent 
‘ of the council. When there is no governor, the 

“  lieutenant-govemor is to acl; when both are 
‘ tvanting, thc majority o f the council to have the 

“  power. The admiralty juril'diélion is referved 
“  Co thc hing, or lords of the admiralty. No fub- 

jeét of England to be debarred from fiíhing on 
thc fea-coaít, creeks, or lalt-watcr rivers, and they 

“  may cre<̂  lodges and ftages in any lands not in 
“  pofleflion of particular proprictors All trees fit 
{ for mafts, of twenty-four inches diameter and 

upwards, twelve inches from the ground, grow- 
“  ,nS ul’on land not heretofore granted to any pri- 
{ v atc Perf°ns, are referved to the crown;— penalty 
“  for cutting any fuch referved trees a hundred 
‘ pounds ftcrling for each tree.”

Major Walderen then commanded in Quacheco, 
a frontier fort of grcat importance. He had enter- 
tained Mcfandonir, a fachem, and had given him 
leavc to lodge in thc fort; but the barbarían, in the 
mormng, unbarred the gafes, and admitted a party 
° f  the Indians, who had lain in ambufh at a little 

iftance, and who, ruíliingin, killed the major, and 
about twcnty-two men, burned fevcral houfes, and 
cd oft twenty-nine Engliíh prifoners, befides com- 

fflitting other aéts of murder and violence. Cao-
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tairi Noyes was ordered to march with a party to 
Penccook; but the favages had retired from thofe 
quarters before he coukl come up to them. Ele 
had, however, the fatisí'a&ion of laying wafte their 
country, and deftroying their wigwams. The fu
l g e s  afterwards furpíifed Pemmáquid fort, and 
killed fourteen Engjiíhinen; they likewife broke 
the capiCulation upon whieh the fort furrendered, 
by bwtchering the garrifon, and fome troops who 
vvere advancirtg to its reHef; upon whieh the inlia- 
bitants of Sheepfcot and Kennebek retired to Fal- 
mouth. In the time of the lalt Indian war, the 
New Erigland men were ftilly convinced of their 
error in afting by fmall detachments; and now, 
fecing that the French were aiming at the abfolute 
ruin of their colony, they raifed a thoufand men, 
five hundred of whom were fent from the Mafla- 
chufcts, under major Swayne, and ftve hundred, 
under major Chiircb, from NcwPIym outh; bur, 
by this time, the French had taught the barbaria!» 
their ovm arts, particularly thofe of gaining intelli- 
gence by means of corruption. They liad every 
where their fpies, who informed them o f the mo- 
tions of the Englilh, many of whom wertí thereby 
cut oíf; and the favages were fo well inílruftcd in 
all the arts of treachery, that they behaved towards 
thé Englilh with a brutality even foreign to their 
natqre, barbarous as ir was. Particular mention is 
made of the bravery o f two Engliíli boys, who de
fended a fort that ivas furpriled by the Indians, and,

though
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thoiigh rcduced to the laft extremity, refufed to fur- 
render it, till they obtained a capitularon, whieh 
"  as infamouíly broken by the enemy, who mur- 
dered thrce or four children and one of the 
boys, whilll the other made his efeape. The ma- 
jors Swayne and Church were, by the pra<ftice of 
the French, who had found means tocorrupt even 
the Englilh Indians, difappointed in all their de- 
íigns; fo that the former, after garrifoning Riue 
Point, was obliged to retire into winrer quarters, 
'vithout cffecting any thing farther worthy of 
notice.

The Englilh govcrnment was fully fenfible of 
the French praftices, and refolved to ftrike at the 
root of the evil, by attacking, at one time, both 
Quebcc and Acadia, [or New Scotland] then in the 
poífelfion of the French. Of the expedition againft 
Qpcbec, I íhall takc notice in its proper place.
’ '  ^ 1C c°niniand of that intended againíl Acadia 
'vas given to Sir VVilliam Phipps. It coníiíled of 
a frigate mounting forty cannons, anorher íhip of 
Hxteen, and a third of eight. Sir William imme- 
diately bore down upon Port Royal, where, the 
garrifon confiífed of no more than eighty-fix men, 
With cightcen unmounted cannons, and the workj 
J)ot tcnable. On the z id  of May, 1690, the Eng- 
lifli armament appcared before the place; and Man- 
neval, the French governor, fent a prieít to know 
Sir W illiam’s demand, whieh was, that the go
vernor lhould furrender at diferetion. This waa 
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peremptorily refufed by thc prieft, who produced 
articles of capitulation ready drawn up. The firft 
'vas, That thc lbldiers, with their arms and bag- 
gage, íliould be tranfported to Qucbec in an Eng- 
Ihh veílel. The fccond, That thc inhabitants íhould 
be maintained in peaecablc poflcflion of their pro- 
pcrtics, and that the honour of thc women íhould 
be preferved. The third was, That the inhabitants 
Ihould have the frcc exercife of the Román catho- 
lic religión, and that noiic of the church goods 
íhould be touched.

I'hipps agrecd to thefe conditions, but refufed to 
fign them, faying, that his word, as a general, was a 
better fecurity than any fignature. Manneval was 
obligcd to put up with this verbal aíTurance ; and, 
the next day, carne on board the Engliíh íhip, wherc 
the capitulation was ratified, and the keys of the 
fort delivered to Phipps. Upon entering it, the 
latter was furprifed at thc wcaknefs of the place, 
and rcj>entcd his having given the garrifon fuch 
good térras. According to the French writers, he 
foon found means to break them. W hile Man
neval was on board the Engliíh íhip, fornc flores, 
belonging to the former governor, wcre feized up
on by certain dmnken lbldiers and the inhabitants. 
Phipps conítrued this into a breach of the terms, 
whieh undoubtedly it was, as thc faft is not de- 
nied: therefore, making a handle of it for dif- 
ovvning the capitulation, he difarmed the foldiers, 
and íhut them up in thc church. Fie eonfined

Manneval
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Manneval to his own houfe, under the care o f a 
ccncincl, ftripped him of his money and cloaths, 
a'id plundercd the people, without íparing either 

1 , ílncfts or the chinches, and then rc-imbark- 
Cd hls mcn> after obliging the inhabitants to take 

oath of fidclity to king William and queen 
As to the reft of Phipps’s undertakings, 

*)C mentioned in their proper places.
, , whole colony of New England fuffered great-
> )y his ill managed expedition againíl Que
co, in which a thoufand o f its natives periíhed; 

and thc public there ran a hundred and forty 
thoufand pounds in debt, befides lofing almoít all 
their men and íhips in their return.

One Artel 1, a Frcnch Canadian oflker, and Hoon- 
wood, a Hurón chief, attacked Salmón Falls, a

thirty people, and 
arned ofl fifty pnfoners. Lieutenant Clark, ven- 

juring out of Caico, was furprifed by a body o f 
íour or five hundred Indians and French, who, after 
killing htm and thirtecn of his men, burned down 

c place; thc garrifon furrendering, on condition 
°  their being carried to the next Engliíh town.
. ,S caPltulat¡on, however, was broken, on thc 

!! iculous pretence, that the Engliíh were rebels to 
CIr aw ful lbvereign. Some of the garriíon, with 

tn l̂e cotnmandant, were fenr priíbners
Qncbec, and the reft were murdered by the 

natives. The garrifons of Papcodac, Spámwiek,

Black
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Black. Point, and Blue Point, were thrown int* 
fuch conilernation by the deftru&ion of Cafco, that 
thcy fied as far as Saco, which garrifon likewifc 
abandoncd its poíts, and Hoopwood, the Hurón, 
puríuing them, deftroycd all the opcn country 
round, and murdered all the inhabitants, who fell 
iato his hands. The captains Floyd and Greenleaf 
at laíl carne up with him, routed his party, and 
wounded himfelf. He was afterwards killed by 
the French, who miítook him for an Iroquois. 
The French and Indians, after this, had the advan» 
tage in many encounters, which, though of too lit- 
tle confideration to be feparately particularifed, yet 
formed, upon the whole, a ver)' confidcrablc lofs 
both of men and property.

The only expedition worth notice, was that un* 
dertaken by major Church, with three hundred 
men, to Cafco Bay, where he burnt fome French 
and Indian forts, and releafed a few Engliíh cap- 
tives. The war afterwards continued with various 
fucccfs, but by no means to the advantage of the 
Engliíh ; and, at laft, a ceíTation of arms, till May 
1691, was agreed on both fules.

Sir William Phipps, all this time, was bufied at 
the court of England in foliciting to be put at the 
head of a new expedition to Quebec: but the ter
rible war, in which the king was engaged, and 
the bad fuccefs of his late attempt, rendered all 
his endeavours fruitlefs. Sir Hcnry Aíliurft and 
Mr. Increafe Mather wcrc at tire famc time in Eng

land,
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land, as ágents for the people of New England, fo-> 
hcitmg the reíloration o f their oíd charter. But 
neither king William ñor his miniñers were of 
difpofitions to encourage ány motion that tended 
towards the independaney o f the colony upon the 
prerogative; and the renewal was in cñcA refufed. 
: “ ey tllen contented themfclvcs with petitioning 

^  a ncw charter with more ampie prívileges.
ey obt.iined, indeed, a new charter ; but their 

prívileges, even under the late one, were abridged 
or rather annihilated. By king William’s charter, the 
crownhas the nomination of thegovernor, licuccnant- 
governor, fecretary, and the officers of the ad- 
miralty, (all which was befóte in the people) and 
the power o f the militia was veíled in the go
vernor. All judges, juítices, and íheriífs, wcrc 
appomted by the governor, with the advice and 
conlent of his majcfty’s couricil; arid he Jikc- 
'vile was to have a negatíve upon all Iaws, and 
Public a&s of the general aflembly and íouncil.

adl)’,  all laws, when approved o f by the gover- 
n°r, were to be tranfmitted to England, and to be 
®*d, if  difallo\ved of, in thefpaceof threeyear's; 

p ^ ll  which has been íhewn at large already.— .

? . ’ a11 the favour the New England people
tamed, was the jiower of eleéting their firft 

governor; and their choice fell üpon Sir William 

v . ,pps* rtScarcc,y wá» this important afiair fettled, 
>en hoftihtiés were relcoroménced by the IndiatíS 

ear -i-wick, Exeter, and Cape Nidduck. Upon 

S’ f0me officcrs> with four hundred men, marched
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to Pechypfot; but, not obferving difclpline, thcy 
were attackcd by the favages, and drivcn, with 
fome lol's, to thcir íhips. This was followed by 
barbarities and murders in many othcr places; and 
the Maíl'achufct itfelf was attackcd from thc eaíl- 
ward, which it never had bcen before. This 
filled the colony with alarms; and the fort of Cape 
Nidduck, onc of the ftrongctl in thofe parts, was 
abandoned by its garrifon, which had bcen greatly 
thinned by draughts.

The French favages were now likewife in mo- 
tion, and attacked thc town of York, where they 
killcd fifty of thc inhabitants, and carricd a hun- 
dred into captivity. The government, upon this, 
íént partios under different officers to redeem the 
prifoners; but thcy found that Frcnch officers 
hcadcd the Indians; that French foldiers were' 
intermingled with them ; that no fewer than five 
hundred Hurons were in the field, and that four 
or five Indian chicfs with their troops were confe- 
derated againft them. An Engliíh captain, one 
Convers, is mentioned on this occafion with great 
honour, for having maintained a poft with no 
more than fifteen or twenty men, and beating off 
two hundred of the barbarians, headed by Mox- 
us, one of their chiefs. Convers, after this, took 
the command of the Engliíh, and beat the French 
and favages from Sagadahock, the French com- 
mandant La Broílé, being killcd in the adlion.

It

It was remarked, that during this expedition, 
the barbarians charged the New England men 
'\ith thcfe Engliíh words, in their mouths, “  Fire 
“  and fall on, brave boys!” a proof of their great 
intercourfe with the Engliíh, though thc Frcnch 
niiílionaries had thc addrefs to derach them from 
their intereft. —. Sir Wilíiam Phipps was now ar- 
t'ived in New England with thc colony’s ncw char- 
ter, which gave great d i lia t i s f a«f t ion to many. 
After confirming the laws cnadcd by the aíTembly, 
he declared his refolution of marching againít the 
Indians in perfon. No man could be better quali* 
fied than he was for fuch an uttdertaking, being a 
naíive of that part of the country wherc the chief 
feat of war lay, near Kennebek Rivcr, and well 
ícquainted with every fpot and lurking-place 
about it. He immediately marchcd eaítward with 
four hundred and fiftv men; and gave orders for 
building a fort at Pemmaquid. Accordingly, one 
of the ílrongeíl and 1 argel! in all North America 
was ereded there. The charge of building it, 
however, was fo great, that it is faid to have alie- 
nated the afl'edions of thc New England colony 
from Sir William ever aftcrwards. But this could 
be only the effed of private refenrment on account 
oí their charter; for it is certain, that both that 
fort and the others which he confirudetl, were of 
great ule to the eallern parts of the colony, 
“nd tbis governor likewife performed many fer* 
«ices in his Q\vn perfon againft the favages, whq 

0L* I* S were
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were bccomc more unruly than cvcr. 7--------- Bclng
ftill fpirited up by thc Frcnch, they had becn 
guilty of many murders, towards the north of the 
rivers Merimack, Oyífer, and Connedicur. The 
governor gavc Convcrs, now a major, the com- 
mand of thc caílcrn garrifons, and fent three hun- 
drcd and fifty men ro rcinforce hlm ; with which 
afiiftancc he was enabled to invade the Indian 
country, and to deftroy all their Iands and habita- 
tions about Taconet. Near Connedicut River the 
Indians, who were rherc in arms, were attacked 
by thc Engliíli, who gave them a total defeat, and 
rctook the captivos they were carrying o ff; while 
Sir William, thc better to bridle them, built ano- 
ther fort at Saco. All thofe difpofitions, with the 
fcar of bringing a Mohock war upon their hands, 
inelined the barbarians to a pcace. The Frcnch 
agent, or, as he is called, ambaflador, (who, as 
ufual, was a prieít) at thc courts of their fachcms, 
did all he could to períbade them to continué the 
war, and, probably, he might Ha ve becn fuccefsful, 
had thc French in Cañada bcen in a condition to 
have fent them the arms and añidan ce they had 
promifed. Rut that not being the cafe, the bar- 
barians actually bcgged for a pcace; and a con- 
grefs was held at Pemmaquid fort, fince called 
fort William Hcnry, between thrcc Englilh com- 
miñioners, and thirteen Indian fachems with pro
per interpreters. This meeting was very formal 
and important, and, by the articlcs then con-

cluded

cludcd, the Indians acknowledged themfelvcs fubjc<fl 
to the crown of England ; confirmcd them in 
pofleflion of their Iands, renounced their alliance 
with the French, and fubmitted their commerce 
between themfelves and thc Engliíh to thc general 
aflcmbly.

The witchcraft dclufion of which we have al- 
ready fpoken, had fprcaditfclfabroad duringSir W il- 
liam’s government, though we chofe to place the ac- 
count of it in a manner, which rather antigpated the 
hidory, tliat it might not break in on our narra- 
tion of the public aflairs of the province. —  It is 
likely howevcr, that the above-mentioned ¡)crfecu- 
tion happcning under his adminiftration, did the 
knight no grcat honour, but co-opcratcd with 
many greater caufes to render him difagreeable ro 
thc pcople. Whilft arricies of complaint were ex- 
hibiting againít this gentlcman, be died of a ma
lignan! fever in London *, and was fucceeded in

* “  Sir William Plúpps (fays Douglas) was the fon of a blackfmith, 
hom in 1650, at a plantation onthe riverQucnebec, afterkeeping 
iheep fomc years, he was kound apprenúce to a íhip-carpenter for 
four years; he ai'tcrwatJs went to Bollón, leamcd to read and 
tvritc, followed the carpenter’t  trade, and married thc widow of 
M r. John Hull, merchant. Updn advice of a Spaniíh wreck 
ahout thc Bahamas, he took a voyage thithcr, but without fnc- 
cefs. In 1683, i 11 a king’s frigatc, tho Algier Rofc, he v.as 
fitted out upon the difcovcry o f an^ther Si anidi wreck, near 
Poit de la Plata upon Hifpaniola, but retuincd to England uh- 
fucccfsful. Soon after 1687, he prevailed with thc duke of 
Albcmarlc, at that time govc. o r  of Jamaica, and fonie otlicr

S 2 bis
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his office by William Stoughton, Efcj. who did 
not find the aft.urs oí his government in the bcít 
order imaginable. The Canadians wére bccome 
ver)r powerful and very troublelome. It was the 
policy of the French nation to win the Indians

pcrfoni of quality, to fit him out with a roya] patcnt or com- 
mifllon to fiíh upon the Spanifh wrcck which had been loft 
about fifty veáis finee. By good luck, ¡n aboutleven or eight 
fathom water, he iiihed ihe valué of ncar threc hundred thou-> 
fand poundí fterling (the Bernudians found good gleaning* ther? 
after his departure) whereof he had sblwt íixteen thoufand 
pounds fterling for hi* Iharc, and the honour c f knighthood; 
and obtained of king James II. by purchafe, to be conftituted 
higli ílierifT of New-England, but was never in the exeeutio» 
o f this patcnt, and returned to England, 1688, (N . B. he had 
not reccived baptifm until March 1690, Mu 40.) and foon after 
carne back to New England. Upon the breaking out o f th« 
Indian war, in if>38, he follicitcd an expedition againft Nova 
Scotia, May 1690, and had good fuccefs againft the French; 
but his fubfequent expedición in autnmn, againft Cañada, the 
fame ycar, was difaftrous, and carne to nothing; and, in 
the words of Mr. Mather, “  Though ufed to diving’ for 

“  P!atc* ,l,is was a» too deep for him to diré imo.’*
Amongft other bad confcqucnccs of this ill-contrivcd and worfe 
tnanaged Cañada expedition, was the introducing of 3 pemit ¡. 
ous, fraudulent paper currency, or bilis o f public credit, to pay 
the charges or debt incurrcd. The operation of this ¡njnrious 
purreney is fuch, that all perfonal eftatcs (fpecialtics cxcepted) 
are rcdiiced to one for eight, rcckoning by heavy pieces o f 
eight (or fevcn-eighths of an ounce of fijver) at fix fhiUings; 
the lofs of men was o f very had confequence to an infant co- 
lony, which was not by the cnerny, but by a camp fcver, the 
fmall-pox, ?nd difafters in rcturning homc; notwithftanding, 
»s Dr. Mather exprefles it, «• the whecl o f prayer for them in

over
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•ver to their religión, and then to ftir them up 
againft their neighbours. Thcfe were fu]>plied wirh 
nioney and arms from Oíd France, and a grand 
expedition was planned againft the New England 
lettlements. The fea armament for which was 
Püt under the command of the chcvalicr Nef- 
•Tiond, who was to be joined by one thoufand "Ave 
hundred French from Cañada.

The count Frontenac, was at that time govemor- 
general o f New France ; lie was a jvolitic man* 
and did cvcry thing in his power to excite the fa- 
vage nations to break their treatics, and to rife for 
the utter extirpation of the Engliíh colonies. Twclvc 
months were not expired, after the conclufion of the 
treaty at Pemmaquid, beforc the French invaded 
the town of Oyfter-River, from whcnce they car- 
ried off a hundred prifoners. They aftcrwards 
murdered one Mrs. Cutes and her family, and fall
a s  upon the open country, committcd many cruel-

“  New England was kept conftantly going round.”  S0011 after 
>̂is return to Bofton he went for Loudon, to petition the court 

of England (notwithflanding former difafters, and his own inca- 
pacity to manage the affair) to eircouragc another expeditiofk 
againft Cañada. Upon obtaining a new clurte*, dated Oétobcr 

at the defirc of the New England agents, Sir W illiam  
f  hipps was appointcd governor o f the province of Mafl'ichufet 

ay and territories thereto belonging ; he ariivcd wlth the nr«i 
eharter, May 14, 1692; and, June 8, the aftcmbly under the 
lew  chaiter, met for the firft time.” —  Bcing ordered home, he 
died at London, as we have above related, 011 the cightcenth 

y  of February, 1695.

•fias



íics and dcvaflntions; which, thpugh oftcn re- 
puJfed, they as oftcn repeated. At Ialt Bomafeen, 
one of thc principal Indian fachcms in their jnte- 
ícrcíl, was made prifoner and fent fo Boflon. This 
cvcnt occafioncd thc tabes to ccafe hoílilities for 
fomc time, and enfer into treatics for thc releafe of 
■ their Engliih captives ; but ncither party being 
mnch in carneft about thc niatter, thc negotiation 
was droj>ped, and thc war rcnewcd with greater fury 
than ever.

The Indians improved claily in thc art o f war, 
and now, for the firíl time, were fecn on liorfeback 
at Billericay. The French had by this time re
solved «pon taking Pemmaquid fort from the 
Engliih. Iberville and Bonavcnturc, two of their 
beft oflicers, were pitehed upon to command the 
expedition planned out for this purpofe, They 
had orders to rafe thc fort as foon as it lhould be 
takcn, and then proceed to the defljiidUon of the 
Engliih in other parts of their fcttlcments. One 
Chub was the governor of this devoted fortifica- 
tion, who liad behaved very treacherouíly to fome 
•of the Abenaquais Indians, two of whom lie iliot 
dead while he was treating with thcm ; an aftion 
which was returned on the fide of the favages, 
with their uftial afts of fury and inluimanity. —  
The two French commanders at this junélurc ar- 
rived before Pemmaquid, Iberville firíl having takcn 
thc Neivport, an Engliih man of war of twenty- 
four guns. ,
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Before

Before any firing began, the French fummoned 
Chub to furrender the place, and lie anfwered with 
gteat fhexv of refolution, that he was determined 
to hold it out to thc Iaft, thoúgh the French íhould 
cover the fea with their íhips, and thc land with 
their Indians. Upon this a fm'art firing began on 
hoth fides, and Iberville coniing on íliorc, raiied a 
battery, from whence he played with five botnbs. 
Th¡s daunted Chub and his gandían, efpecially as 
they were informed by the French, that, if the 
place were takcn by ítorm, they would be left to 
the merey of thc favages. A capitulation was then 
begun ; and it was agreed, that the Engliih íhould 
be fent with all their goods and cftééts to Bofton to 
be cxchanged for an cqual number of French 
and favages ; and rhat, in the mean while, they 
Ihould be proteéled from the fury of the Indians. 
Tlie French fay, that Chub was forced by his gar
ifo 11} which confiíted o f no more than tiinety-cwo 
nien, (the Engliih fay two lnindrcd) to accept of 
this capitulation. When thc enemy entered thc 
fort, they tlicre found one of the natives in irons, 
and ready to expire under the feverities he had fuf- 
fered in his confincmenr. The fight of this cap- 
tive put the Indians into fuch a fury, that the 
brench faid, it was with great difficulty they coultl 
prevent thc íavages from falling upon the garriibn. 
It is gencrally admitted, that this fort might 
have held out a long time, had it been garriíbned 
by brave men, they having fifteen cannon, and

plenty
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plentv of ammunition and provifions. The capi- 
tulation mct with lome diflicultics in tl¡e execution 
o í  it. Tile Ficnch commandant lent ¡ndecd a few 
of the garrlfun to fiolton ; but he demandcd, at 
the fame time, thát all the French and Indian pri- 
foners ¡n New England íhould be fet at liberte, in 
exchange for the rcmainder ot the garrilbn, and the 
crew of the Newport, which amounted to above 
one hundred men ; and, in the mean time, he de- 
molilhed the fortifications of Pemmaquid. Before 
he received an anfwer, he departed to exccute the 
reít of liis commiflion; but, pcrceiving that he 
'vas falling íhort o f provifions, he fent all the
Englilh prilbners to Bofton, cxcept the oflicers._
Such is the policy of Frenchmen, and fuch the re- 
gard they generally pay to treaties ; namcly to keep 
thcm juft as far as they are convenient.

This lofs threw a great damp upon the fpirits of 
ngland men. The governor, when it 

was too late, fent three íhips in purfuit of the French 
íquadron. Coloncl Gcdncy alfo marched with five 
hundred men to fcour the country, which however 
was deferted by the French and their Indian-. 
Chub was carricd prifoner to Bollon, and deprived 
ot his commiflion.— Either he was not deemedguilty 
o f  the tault chargeduponhimby lome, of delivering 
UP a pbee he might have preferved, or elfe the 
government o f the province did ñor, at that time, 
think proper to be fevere in their punifliments.—  
Thdndians now began to defpife the Englilh. They

feU
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fell upon thepeoplcof Haverhill, in EÍTex-county, 
Unt\ Cuok teveral prifoners. There was amotíg 
| ole whom they attacked, a woman of amazing 
Irength and courage, whofe ñame was Hannah 
unlrcr. She had been but a few days brought 

r" perceiving herfelf on the point o f
¡diing a vidim to the cruelty and brutalitics of 

f ie favages, Ríe, together with her nurfe and an 
•■ ngliiTi boy, ktlled ten of the Indians, and ef-

c:‘petl to Bullón, where all three were handfomelv 
rewarded. J

The French flill planning the total cleflru&ion 
üfour colonies were bulily employed in fitting 
'Hit an expedition, the mifearriage o f which, we 

Biall have occafion to l'peak o f more at lar«-£ 
’ereafter. The rumour o f the preparation once 
^ r e  rouied the fpirits o f the New England men : 
■ ^Major March being difpatched to the eaftward,
?!'°Ve thc /-ivages from Cafco Bay, and repeated 

ls check Ib efleclually, that he difpirited the In- 
‘ n̂s, and prevented, in all probability, their in- 

;ent o( joining the French, who afterwards re- 
rurned dilappointcd to their own country.

Kiug William now beftowed the government of 
* cw England (with which that o f New York 

ab° joined) on the cari of Bellamont, a peer 
!’ Irelancl* As tú Stoughton, who, as it feems, 

a never obtained a formal commiflion for him- 
1 llc as deputy-gi)\ernor, during two

*eJ s t,lat lordlljip remained in England.
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About this time, complaints being made o f the 
piracics o f the people o f N ew  England, one cap- 
tain Kidd, was fent with a íhip fitted out as a 
priyateer, to fupprefs them; but meeting with 
indifferent fuccefs in his undertaking, he turned 
pírate himfelf, and bore away for the Eaft Indies,
"  ^ rc committed many depredations on the 
fubjefts o f tlie Great Mogol.

The Indians continued to maflacre the Engliíli 
fcttlers; colonel Bradftreet, and captain Chub, of 

hom we have already fpoken, were murdered by 
them ; but they were repulfed from Deerfield on 
Connedicut River, by one Williams, the minifter, 
at the head of the inhabitants. The treaty of 
Ryl'wick at laft reftored pcace for fome time to 
tlie country; añil count Frontenac gave the fava- 
ges in the French interdi to underftand, that they 
muít make the beíl terms they could with the 
Englilh for themfdves, as he had no longer orders
to afiilt them---- A negotiation enfued for the re-
íUtution oí priluners, between the count and cari 
ot Bellamonr, which met with many difficulties ; 
and the former died foon after, in the fcventy- 
cighth y car o f his age. — He was a very politic 
man, and had done great fervices to his counrrv- 
mens intereíls in America. —  A  congrefs was ílill 
held at Penobfcot, between the Engliíh commif- 
fioners and the fachems o f the Indian nations, 
wirn whom a treaty was at length concluded, and

who
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who befides:, fubferibed the following inflrumint 
of fubmiffion to the crown o f England :

“  Whereas, notwithfhnding our late fubmif- 
* fi°n agreement, certain Indian through 

“  the evil cotmlel and iníligation of the French, 
“  have perpetrated fundrv hoflilities againít his 
“  majeily’s fubjeets the Engliíh, and have not 1 delivered and returned him the fcveral Eng- 
“  lifli in their li3nds, as in the faid fubmiíTion 
“  thej' covenanted.

“  Whcrefore we, wbofe ñames are hereunto 
“ fubferibed, fegamores, captams, and principal 
“  rnen of the Indians, belonging to the rivers of 
“  Kennebeck, Ammonofcoggin, Saco, and parts 
“  adjacent, being fenfible of our great ofience and 
‘ folly, in not complying with the aforeíaid fub- 

“  and agreement, and alfo of the fuffer-
ings and miíchtefs that we have hereby erpofed 

“  ourfelves unto, do in all humble and fubmifllvc 
“  manner cali ourfelves m>on his majefty’s me rey, 
“  for the pardon of all our rebellions and vio- 
“ lations of our promifes, praying to be received 
“  into his majeíly’s grace and protedlion ; and for 
“  and in behalf of ourfelves, and of all the other 
“ Indians belonging to the feveral rivers and places 
“  aforefaid, within the fovcreignty of his majeflv 
“  ° f  Great Britain, do again acknowledge and 
“  profcls an hearty and íincere obcdience to the 
“  crown of England, and do folemnly rencw, ra- 
“  tify and confirm, all and every the articlcs ar.d 

T  2 “  agree-
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« r S.rCê CntS COntained in tiie aforefaid recired 
jubmiffion: and in tefiimony hereot; we, the
faid fegamores, captaios and principal mcn, 
have hereunto fet onr hands and feals, at Caico 

£ Bay, near Mare’s Point, the feventh day o f Ja-

1  w ?  h l , tllC, tenth year of his majeíly king 
Hilham the third, ¡n thayear 1698.”

Subfcribed by Moxús, and the reíl of t lr  
fegamores prefent.

In the prcfcnce o f James fonvers, CypriUn 
Southack, John Gyles, interprcter, Scodook, 
alias Sampfon.

The cari o f Bellamont Corning to Bofion in 
. 699j convened a general afiembly there, thou-h 
he fixcd lns reíidence at New York. He was al- 
lowed a falary of onc thoufand pounds a year, and 
a prefent of five hundred pouncLs, and feems to 
have bcen a very proper perfon for the govern- 
ment to which he was apppinted. Pie fenecí Kidd 
at Boílon, and fent him over to England, where he
was tried and exccuted,------- This nobleman died
foon after, on his rcturn to New York and 
Stoughton for a while refumed the governm^nt. 
An intervaI ot tranquillity now fucceeded, which 
'■vas onl>' ¡«errupted by a drcadful firc, that did fo 
inuch damage as might dci'ervedly occafion it to 
be reckoned a public calamity; and the fucceediiw

O
war

war the coloniíls were in a good condition o f de-, 
fence.

In June, 1702, Jofeph Dudley, Efq, arrived 
with a commifiion, to takc npon him the govern- 
ment of N ew  England. The miniftry at lióme 
had now planncd out a feheme for the conqueít of 
Qnebcc; this defign was for a time laid aíide, 
but was revived again at the inílances o f colonel 
Nicholfon, who had recovered Nova Scotia for his 
countrymcn, and went over to England, carryin°- 
with him lome Indian chiefs. . The miniílry were 
prevailed on to fend five regiments of foor, and a 
battalion of marines, the latter under the com- 
mand of colonel Charles Churchill, on this expe- 
dition, and the Edgar, Monmouth, Devoníliire, 
Humber, Swiftfure, Kingfton, Sunderland, Mon- 
tague, and Dunkirk, failed from England with 
them. This forcé was to be joined by an addi- 
tional number of troops and íhips when it arrived 
in New England, which was the firft place o f its 
deíVination, It docs ñor, howevcr, appear, that the 
pcojile of New England had received any inftruc- 
tions for that purpofe; or if they did, thcy feemed 
to have negleded them. The armament failed 
from Plymouth on the lourrh o f May, and arrived 
at Boílon the fourth of June 1711. So little was 
it expeéted, that upon its firft appearance, a troop 
° f  guards, and a regiment o f foot that were in 
the town, put themfclves under arms, and the in- 
habitants made the proper difpofirions for repelling
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an encmv, but wcre foon undeceived. The gene-
mi and the admiral had at firít no thoughts o f 
larxling their mcn here ; but coming on íliorc, afrer 
fume coníerente with the inhabirants, found Lhat 
they themfelves were not in the iecret of the mi- 
niilry. "1 he lattcr had often brought feverc 
diarges agamíl the whigs for enreving on ddigns 
nnt la id before parliamenr, and fcr v.hich no fup- 
jdics had bcen given, and the parliament had a 
little before declarad, that to enlargc the fervicc, 
or increafe the charge bcvond the bounds preferib- 
ed, and the iuppUes gmntcd, was ¡Ilegal, and 
an invalion of their rights. This pcrlvaps fill- 
ed the paírons of this expedición with apprehen- 
fion9, and they had nothiug ro trulf to but fuccefs 
for being indemnified. Eooking upon fecrecv- as 
being onc o f the great means of fuccefs, they had 
eithcr concealed their defign ñom the New Ling- 
land men, or explained it fo impevfcdly, that 
ivhen the admiral and general carne on íhore they 
werc amazed to fine! that no proviíions were in 
fartherance for their procceding on rhc expedido» ; 
fo that, all their own proviíions being fpenr, not- 
withílanding the íhortncfs o f rhc paílage, the mcn 
were landtd out of the íhips, and encampal, on 
Noddes ifland near Boílon, w Itere colonel Nichol- 
fon Üketvife was. This dclav, probably, was the 
ruin o f the expedido»; but it is owned on all 
liands, that rhc New England men feeing the good 
appearance the troops and íhips ntade, and per-

ceiving
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«iving the officers to be thoroughly in carneft, ex- 
pedited the raifing their quota o f men, and got 
ready the provifions demanded o f them in a íltorter 
time than could have bcen well expedícd ; yet 
U was the twentieth o f July, before the Britiíh 
ttoops re-embarked, and they were joined by two 
fine regiments o f one thoufand New England and 
New York raen, under the coloncls Walton and 

etcli. The wholc fieet then coníiíled of twelve 

lncn o f war> aiul ilorc-íhips, with all kinds 
of warlike ftores, bdides fire-íhips, bomb-ketches, 
tenders, and tranfports, with forty horfe on 
board íor drawing a fine rrain o f artillcry. It 
'vas the thirtieth o f July before the fieet failed 
for the river St. l.awrencc. At the fame time 
volonel Nicholfon fet out frorn Boílon for New 
*«rk, (rom whenee he proceeded to Albany,
"  here the torces of New York, Connefticut, and 
New Jeríéy, about one thoufand Palatinos, and 
about as many Indians of the Fue Nations, under 
the Cafiqucs who had been in England, rcmlez- 
Toufed, to the number o f about four thoufand mcn, 
commanded by colonel Ingoldíby, colonel Schuy- 
,er» anci colonel Wliiting, who marchcd towards 
Cañada on the twcnty-eighth o f Auguíh 

The Engliíh fieet procceding, arrived off Gafj>e 
«ay, near t|ie entrance of the river Cañada, on the 
cighteenth of Auguíl, where the wind blowing 
hard írom the north-weíl, they anchored, leíl the 
tranfports fiiould be feparated and driven to Jee-

ward.
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ward. Hcrc thcy bumed a French fiíhing veíTel, and 
on the twentieth of the famc month held on their 
courfc, the wind veering weíterly. But the two 
fuccecding days proved very foggy, and the gale 
at lcngth íliifting to the north-eaft, rcndcred it al- 
moíl impoíliblc to ítccr any courfe with fafety> 
having neithcr fight of land, foundings, ñor an- 
choragc. The vedéis then, by the advice of the 
pilots, werc brought to with their heads to the fouth- 
ward ; neverthelefs, about ten at night, they found 
themlelvcs among the northern rocks and íhoals, 
wherc eight tranfports, which had upwards of 
ninc hundred foldiers and feamen on board, werc 
lofl, and the raen of war elcaped with grcat diíH- 
culty.

Aftcr this misfortune, and when Sir Hovenden 
VValker had plied two days with very hard gales, 
betwecn the weft and the fouth, to lave what Uves 
and llores he conlil, he called a council of war, 
when after examining the pilots, and weighing 
cvery circiimllance, it was judged impradicable 
for a ílect to get up toQuebec; and it was, beíides, 
the opinión of all the pilots, that had the fqna- 
dron becn higher up the river, with the gales they 
met with, all the íliips would have been incvitably 
loít. At this council of war there werc prefent, 
bcfulcs the rear-admiral, the captains Jofeph 
Soamcs, JohnMitchell, Robert Arris, GeorgcV,'ai
tón, Henry Gorc, George l’addon, John Cock- 
burn, and Auguíline Roul'e.

On
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, 0n t!lc feventh o f September, the íhips being 
jomed, another council was called, of fea and 
land-officers, to determine, whether, under the pre- 
ícnt circumílances of the íleet and army, it were 
advifeable to attempt any thing againíl Placentia ; 
hur ¡t appearing that they had not ten wceks pro- 
'•ííions, and that fupplies were uncertain, it was 
unanímouíly determined to return home. At this 

, k°ard were prefent, befides thofe fea-officers who 
were at the laft, general Hill, colonel Charles 
Churchill, colonel Williara WindreíTe, colonel 
Campenfelt, colonel Clayton, and colonel K irk;

’ logether with Vetch and Walton, who commanded 

the New England forces; and purfuant the deter- 
mination of thefe gentlemen, the whole armament 
fct *ai* *or England, wherc they arrived in Octo- 
ber, without having eñefted any thing.

Tiie wIl0,c conduft of the miniftry in this af- 
■rair, was indeed fomcwhát furprifing. In the firíl 
place, we lind that the matter was kept a lccret 
írom [hc board o f admiralty, and fecondly, not at 
“11, or at bcíl, but very imperfeílly communicatcd 
to thofe who werc like.y to bear Ib great a fhare in
’r’ penple of New England.------An erroi
tjt rl',s kind is the more extraordinary, as the 
opennels of the Knglilh is gencrally a proverb a- 
mongít the nations. Wharever occaíioncd thofe 
who liad the management of afiairs at this period, 
ro run into the other extreme, it is certain, that 
their adopting luch a maxi-m conrributed m::ch to 

Vot. I. U the



B R I T I S H  E M P I R E146

the ill fuccefs of thc cxpcdition ; though it is ab- 
furd to imagine with fomc that there was any 
deep defign in the matter. It is truc indeed, a fet 
of men, who were.denominated W higs, in a fuc- 
cceding reign, made this onc of the articles of the 
cari of Oxford's impeachment; but that is a cir- 
cumüance which proves little to any one who is 
acquainted with the bliiulncfs of party zeal, and 
thc extraordinary prejudices which once or twice 
in a century blind the people of this iíland. It is 
plain that Sir Hovenden W alker was neither privv 
to, ñor iufpcíled the miniílry o f any double de- 
jign. He ufed to fay, that the expedition was in
deed unfortunate, becaufe it failed; but he added, 
that ir would have bcen much more fo, if the 
fleet liad advanced up thc Rivcr St. Lawrencc : 
“  For,” faid he, “  our mens provifions would then 
“  have been reduced to eight or niue, perhaps to 
“  fix wceks allowancc.;— no relief could poífibly 
“  have bcen hoped for in lels than ten months • —• 
* thc Fcvcrlham, and threc ftore-íhips, laclen with 
“  the provifions defigned for their fupply, being 
“  cali away in their pallage;— fo that, if we had 
“  efeaped íhipwreck, (which would have bcen a 
“  very great chance) between ten and twelve 
“  thoufand men mull have inevitably periíhcd with 
“  coid and hunger, and the íhips have become a 
“  prey to the returning cnemy.— On thc other 
“  hand, had the cnemy held out till our people 
“  had fpept all their provifions, the latter mull

“  have

*iavc down their arms, and have furrendered 
(t at diferetion, to avoid death in its molí frightful 
“  lliape, that of famine; or, even if they had 
“  taken the place, either by llorm or capitulation, 
“ the remaining provifions o f a finall garrifon 
“  would not have gone far towards fubfiíting fo 
“  larSe a number ; ñor could they, at that feafon 
* ^  yC5»r, have marched through the country

“  ln fcarch of more. —  And the cale would have 
bcen fimilar, had they aítcrwards attempted Pla- 

“  centia.”

The governor alfo apologized for the coloniíls 
in a fpeech which was certainly ver}' jiroper ; 
for the Amcricans were not in the leaíl charge- 
able with the mifearriage o f the Quebec expedi- 
tion. They fincercly and juílly believed the go- 
vernment to be in carneft in their intentions (what- 
cver lome over-wife politicians might urge to thc 
contrary ; and, accordingly, they really chearfully 
aflifted to thc utmoíl of their power. They were 
not howcver, ignorant how imprudently meafures 
were concertcd in England, and the confequence 
was, that they did all in their power to remedy 
the defeft they obferved, and by their own dili- 
gence to make amends for the remifincls o f their 
mother country. That all rhcfe endeavours proved 
abortive, was partly chargeablc on the ill conducT 
of the minillry; whofe raflmefs no prudcnce of 
their fervants could compenfate, and partly to ac- 
cidents which it was not inhuman policy to prevent.

^  2 Queen
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Quecu Anne dying in the ycar 1714, George, 
eleélcr of Hanover, fucceeded to the crown of 
Great Britain, That prince appointed coloncl 
Shute tu :he govcrnment of N ew  England, a gentle- 
man, who liad fcrved r.nder the dulce of Marlbo- 
rough, and was general 1 y cftcemed a good and 
prudent governor. In his time the province was 
lo •vell cultivated, t.iat inftead oí giving encou- 
ragr.nent to the plantcrs for clearing the country, 
by feliing trees, an att was pafíed'in England, to 
preveut any more from being cut dow n; as ap- 
jicars from the following fpcech o f tliis governor 
to the aílembly. “  Notwithftanding,” fays he, “  the 
“  Iaw paii'cd in England for cncouraging naval 
“  ñores, and for the prefervation of whitc pine 
“  trees, his majefty has bcen informed that grcai. 
“  fpoils are daily commircd in his woods, in the 
“  province o f Main, and in fonie parts of Mafia- 
‘ cnufet bay, by cutting down, and putting to 

“  prívate ufe fuch trees as may be proper for the 
“  navy royal; therefore he recommemls that 
“  all laws againft it may be put in cxccution, and 
“  new enes be made, if thcfe are not fufiicicnt.” 
In the lame fj.ccch he rccommendcd the rebuild- 
ing oí the fort Pemmaquid, or erecüng a fort in 
that neighbourhood. In 1717 he met the hcads 
ol the eaftern Iadians near Kenncbek river, and 
found that the French priefts from Cañada had 
becn again tampering with thcm to renounce their 
alliance with, and fubmiífion to the crown of

Grcat
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Great Britain. This appeared in the haughtinefs of 
the behaviour of the fachems, who, with a pe* 
remptory air, demanded that the Englilli íhould 
bnild no more forts, ñor malee any more fettle- 
tnents on their lands; to which the governor refo- 
Kitely anfwered, that he would not part with an 
weh of grounel that belongcd to his province, and 
th reatened to build a fort upon every fettlement 
m EJpon this, the favages departed to a ncigh- 
bouring ifland with a Ihew of refentment; buü 
upon the governor’s ordering the fhip o f war 
which attended him, to put herfelf in a failing 
pofture, they fent to delire another conference, 
‘Which with lome diíficulty was granted; and the 
fachems, to the nuraber of twenty-thrcc, reucwed 
their fubmiífion to the crown of England, and all 
the arricies of their former agreement, faying at 
tlic famc time, in their native ftyle, that they 
hoped it would laft as long as the fun and moon 
endured. Upon their return home, however, the 
h rencli renewed their prácticos with them, and 
two hundred o f them marchcd, under French co- 
lours, to the town of Arrowfeck, from whencc 
they fent a mcnacing letter to the governor, who 
laid it before the aílembly. This produced a new 
expedition, which was attended by five of the 
counfcllors, and which foon diífipated the danger.

Colonel Shute, at this time, endeavoured in vain 
to get a falary fettled upon liirn by thecolony; 
and the aílembly gave him fo much trouble, thar

he



he was at laft forced to carry over to England a 
eomplaint againft them, confifting of fcvcn arri
cies for invading thc royal prerogative: viz.

I. Their taking polfeflion of royal mafts cut 
“  into logs. II. Refufing thc governor’s negarive 
“  of thc fpeaker. III. Afiiiming authority jointly 
“  with the govemor and council to appoint faíls 
“  and thankfgivings. IV. Adjourning themfclves 
u for more than two davs at a time. V. Dif- 
“  mantling o f forts, and ordering thc guns and 
“  flores into the treafurer’s cuflody. VI. Suf- 
“  pending of military ofíicers, and mutilating 
“  them of their pay. VII. Sending a committce 
“  of their own to mufter thc king’s torces.”

Mr. Cook, the agent for the houfc of reprefen- 
tatives, admitted the firft, third, fifth, fixth and 
feventh articles to be truc; and on the part of his 
conftituents he acknowledgcd their fault, but laid 
thc blame upon the preccdents of former aflem- 
blics. As to the two articles not acknowledgcd, 
an explanatory chartcr was made out in the t\s clfth 
year of Gcorge thc Firfl, in which is the followit g  
claufe : “  Whercas in their charter, nothing is di- 
“  reéted concerning a fpeaker of thc houfc of re- 
“  prefentatives, and their adjourning themfclves ;
“  it is hereby ordered, That thc govemor or com- 
“  mander in chief, fhall liavc a negarive in the 
“  eledion of the fpeaker, and thc houfc of reprc- 
“  fentatives may adjourn themfclves, not excccd- 
# ing two days át a time.4’
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William

William Burnet, Efq. fon to the biíhop o f that 
«ame, fucceedcd colonel Shute. When he entered 
npon his governmcnt he found thc people more nu- 
merous than thofe of any colony in the world ; their 
commercc flourilhing, and their riches immenfe: 

ut thcy liad not laid aíide the independent princi
pies of their anceflors; and the governmcnt o f 
England juflly thought that they afrefted powcrs 
•nconfiftent with their duty to their mother country.

° J,lIt them to a tefl of their obedience, Mr. Bur- 
net liad an inflrudHon peremptorily to infift upon a 
lettied provifion for him as govemor, which was as 
peremptorily refufed b)' the aflcmbly. The dif- 
pntes on this head increafed fo much, that for lome 
time no public bufinefs could be tranfaded. Bur- 
nct was ;l zealous promotor o f the good o f the co- 
onv, and had many fehemes for irs fervice, which 

' '  ere fo juft that he liad credit enough to carry them 
lnt0 «ecution. It is thought that he would even 
have given uj) the point of his falar>’ had he not 
>een tied down by his inflrudions from England. 

but this would have been improper, he having 
given up a very lucrativo ])lace in Great Britain 
íor the govcrnment of New York, in whi<;h he fuc- 
ceeded govemor Huntcr, as colonel Montgomcry 
did him. The province o f Maflkchufet p-rceiving 
they could gain nothing upon their govemor in the 
matter of his falary, fent over Jonathan Belcher, 
Efq. to jo in -with Mr. W ilks in an. applicarion to 
thc government of England to ger a revocation of

his
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his indrudion on that hcad. The Englifli mini- 
ftry being at that time, divided among thcmfclves, 
the New England agents, who wcre chargcd with 
other complaints againft their governor, beiides that 
o f his r.fifting uj>oa a falary, rcceived grcat encou- 
ragement from one part of the adminiftration, and 
wcre threatened by the other that the añair lhould 
be laid before the parliament; but Burnet dying in 
Septcmber, 1729, Mr.Belcher was appointed to fuc- 
ceed him as governor of New York. In the mean 
time, Mr. Dummer aded as lieutcnant governor. 
Mr. Belcher arrived at New York on the cighth of 
Augud 1730, and wás received with great joy by 
the natives, wlio thought that under their own 
countryman they liad nothing to apprehend, efpc- 
cially as he liad ib lately bcen employed by them as 
their agent; but they wrerc deceived. The firft 
ílep he took ¡11 his govemment was to lay before 
the aílembly of New Hampíhirc his inftrudions to 
obtain a falary, and they accordingly granted him 
two hundred pounds a year. But their example 
did not further his main end, wliich was to obtain 
a proportionable fum from the aílembly at Boiton. 
The general aílembly of New England met at Cam
bridge, on the ninth of Scptember, and was opened 
by the governor with a fpeech, in wliich he uled 
the following expreflions: “  Gentlemen, the king’s 
“  placing me at the head of his govemment here, 
“  takcn in all circnmftances of ir, (withour allum- 
“  ing any perfónal mcrit to myfelf) is fueh an in-

“  (lance
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"  dance of his majcíly’s grace and favour to the 
u people, as I want words to exprefs. The lio- 
“  nour of the crown, and the interelt of Great 
“  Britain, are doubtlefs very compatible with the 

privileges and liberties of her plantations; and 
‘ it being my duty to fupport the former, it will 

“  alio be my care to proted the latüer. I have in 
command to communicate to you his majefty’s 

‘ tWenty-feveñth inftrudtion to me, relpeding the 
‘ fupport of his governors in this province for the 

“  future: I therel'ore delire, from the affeétionate 
“  regard I have for my native country, that you 
“ will give your mod calm and delibérate attention 
“  to this affair, of fo nice a confequence, and now 
c brought to a crilis.” The crifis he mentions was 

the former threat of obtainingthe fandion of aBri- 
tiíh parliament for fixing a falary; and Mr. Bel
cher, to Ihew he was not to be balíled, infilling up- 
on the arrenrs due to the late governor Burnet’s 
chiklren at the rato of a thoufand pounds a year for 
his falary. At length his falary was fixed by a bilí 
Pafied in the aíTemblv, but in fo ambiguous and 
Uncertain a manner, that he refufed it his confenr.
1 he council however, was willing to have agreed 
to his terms; but the lioufe of reprefentatives dill 
dood our. On the firít of Januarjr, being the very 
<¡-y before the governor diffolvcd them, they enter- 
cd the following minute in their books, “  After 
“  the molí ferious condderation of his majedy’s in- 
“  drudion for fixing a falary on his cxcellency and 

Vot,« I. X  11 his
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“  his fucceflbrs, rogether with rhe rights and priví- 
“  leges of the pcople, we apprehend the houfe 
“  onghr not to accede theretoj but at the fame 
“  time, we efteem it the duty of this houfe, as 
“  well as their honours, willingly and unanimouíly 
“  to give their votes in pafling aéls for the ampie 
“  and honourable fupport of his majefty’s go- 
“  vcrnor.”

The aflembly which mct upon the above difló* 
lution, bcing as refraélory as that which was dif- 
folved, it met with the fame fate, and a ncw aíTent' 
bly was called, to whom thegovernor again urged 
the neceífity of their complying with his majefty’s 
twenty-feventh inftruftion, relating to his falary. 
At laft, after various expedients had been propofed 
and rcjedtcd, the governor was prevailed on to ac- 
cept o f one thoufand pounds a year, but in fuch a 
manner as that the payment of it íhould not be ob* 
ligatory upon future aflemblies. Othcr matters of 
great moment to the pea ce and profperity of the 
colony happened about the fame time, particularly 
a difpute betwcen the province of MaíTachufct Bay 
and that o f New Hampíhire, about the white pines, 
already mentioned to be lo eírential to the íhipping 
o f Great Britain. It is almoft impoffible, confider- 
ing the raíl extent of territory, where the white 
pines grow, to afeertain thofe fcvcral boundaries 
betwcen the king and the prívate fubjefh Ir is 
certain that Ralph Gulílon, Efq. who was con
tralor for the íhip-timber for the roval na\y, met

with
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'vith fuch difficulties in executing his contradi, that 
he was forcee! to have recourfe to the governor’s 
authonty, Ivho referred the affair to the aflembly. 
After fome deliberation, a proclamation was iíTued 
by defire of the houfe, to prevent any kind of mo- 
Icílation bcing given to Mr. Gulílon or his agents; 
and Mr. Dunbar, the furveyor-general, gaveth e  
following publication :

“  Whereas a number ofpeople, who cali them- 
“  felvesproprietors of lands inSheepfcot River, and 
‘ other Parts to tlle eaíhvard o f Kennebek River, 

“  have, by their agent Mr. Waldo, petitioned his 
“  majefty upon their faid claims, and are, as I ara 
w ’nf°rraed, providing to fend thither and take pof- 

feffion of the faid lands, without waiting for his 
“  majefty’s pleafure and determination thereupon:
/  1 do hcreby S ive noc*ce to all perfons concern- 
J  Cll> tbat f am diredled, byhis majefty’s royal in- 
“  t0 lay afide three hundred thoufand

acres of land, bearing the beft timber, as conti- 
“  goous as may be to the fea-íhore and navigable 
“  rivers within the province o f Nova Scotia, to be 
“  refervcd as a nurfery of trees for the royal navy:
“  I have, in obedience to my faid inftrudlions,
“  made choice of leveral places from the eaft-flde of 
“  Kennebek River, and more cfpecially in Sheep- 
“  lcot River.” It is here proper to take noticc, 
that by the charter granted to the colony, all 
trees of the diameter o f twenty-four inches and

upwards,
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upwards, twelve inches from the ground, growing 
in the province, were referved to the crown.

Mr. Belcher had the fate of his predecefibrs; 
for, notwithftanding all his public-ipirited en- 
deavours for the good o f the colony, letteis 
wcrc fent over to the government of England, 
complaining of his adminiftration, his tyranny, 
and his being an enemy to the diflénting intereft 
in New England. Thofe letters, molí of which 
were writtcn in the incendiar}' ftrain, would 
have had very little efled:, had not the government 
o f England refolved to adopt a new fyftem, with 
regard to their American aftairs. Thcy were pro- 
voked to this, by a difputc raifed by the aflcmbly 
o f New England, about the difpofal of public mo- 
ney, which they pretended, becaufe they granted 
it, ought to be vefted lolely in them. This was 
talking in a very high ftrain of independaney; and 
upon its being checked by the governor, a com- 
plaint was carried over to England, where it was 
voted in parliament, “  That the Complaint, con- 
“  tained in the New England memorial and peti- 
“  tion, was frivolous and groundlefs, an high in- 
“  ftdt upon his majefty’s government, and tending 
“  to íhakc off the independaney of the laid colony 

upon this kingdom, to which, by law and right,
“  they are, and ought to be, fubjeét.” The afthm- 
bly even ventured to cenfure Mr. Dunbar, for giv- 
ing evidence before the houfe of commons in a bilí 
relatmg to tne better lecunng and encouraging the 
trade of the fugar-colonics in America; upon which

that
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that houfe voted unanimoufly, “  That the prefuming 
“  to cali any perfon to account, or pafs a cenfure 
<£ upon him, for evidence given by fuch perfon be- 
“  fore that houfe, was an audacious procecding, 

and an high violation of the privileges o f that 
“  houfe.”

In 1741 the government nominated William 
Shirley, Efq. tofucceedMr. Belcher, ofwhofecon- 
duft we fhn.ll have occafion to make 'particular 
ntention in the fequel of this hiftory; but at pre- 
fent we íliall break off to give fome account of the 
neighbouring colonics, under the Britifh dominión, 
having ftrft added a few obfervations concerning 
the government of New England.—

The general aflembly of New England, is the 
JUpreme legiílative body in the colony. In con- 
currence with the governor, it impofes taxes, 
makes grants, enadfs laws, and redrefTes public 
gricvanccs oí cvery kind. It coníills of the magif- 
trates, and a certain number of reprefentatives, 
which form two chambers fo ncarly refcmbling 
°ur lords and commons, that the conlent of the 
ntajority of both is neceflary before any bilí can 
be prefented to the governor for his aficnt. But 
as we have an authentic reprefentation from the 
commiftions of trade to the houfe of lords in Janu- 
ar3r) 173.3, we cannot do better than to repeat 
their fenfe of the general government of New 
England, viz. They obferve that there are 
three charter governments, of which the chief
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is the province of MaíTachufet Bay, commonty 
called N ew  England; the conftitution whereof is 
o f a mixed nature, the power being divided be- 
tween the king and the people, in which the latter 
have much the greateíl íhare; for here the people 
do not only chufe the aíTembly, but the aíTembly 
chufes the council alfo; and the governor dcpends 
upon the aíTembly for his annual fupport, which 
has too frequently laid the governors of this pro
vince under temptations of giving up the prero0̂ !- 
ttve o f the crown, and the intcreft o f Grcat 
Britain.

Connedlicut and Rhodc Iíland, are the other 
charter governmcnts, or rather corporations, where 
almoft the whole power o f the crown is delegated 
to the ¡people, who make an annual eleétion of 
tneir aílembly, their council, and their governor 
likewife; to the majority of which aflemblies, 
councils and governors refpeftively, being col- 
leétive bodies, the power of inaking laws is grant- 
ed; and, as their charters are worded, the)' can, 
ánd do make laws, cven without the governor’s 
affent, and dire&ly contrary to their opinions, no 
negativo voicc being refervcd to them as governors 
m the laid chartert and as the faid governors are 
annually chofen, their office gcnerally expires be- 
fore his majefty’s approbation can be obtained, or 
any fecurity taken for the due obfervance of the 
laws of trade and návigation, and hold little or no 
correfpondcnce with our office. Thefe colonics

have
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Have the power of inaking laws for their better 
government and fupport, provided they be not re- 
pugnant to the laws o f Grcat Britain, ñor detri- 
mental to their mother country: and thefe laws,

sílbn\ í e)chaVe regUlarIy Paí,'ed * *  COUaci'> and
nenibly of any province, and receivcd the gover-

nor’3. aííl>nr» hecome valid in that province, yet
fcmain repealable by his majeíty in council, upon
J11 complaint, and do not acquire a perpetual
orce, unlefs they are confirmed by his maiefty in

council. But there are Tome exceptions to this
Z  in the proprietary and charter-governments.

hus* m the MaíTachufet Bay, i f  their laws are
not repealed vvithin three years after they have
Heen prefented to his majeíty for his approbation
r (ilíallowance, they are not repealable by the

crown after that time: and the provinces o f Con-
e«icut and Rhode Iíland are not under any obli-

gat‘°n ,.by their refpe&ive conílitutions, to return
authcntic copies of their laws to the crown for
•’Pprobation or difallowance, or to give any ac-
count for their proceedings. There is alfo this
U'gularity in the governments o f Connedicut and
•iodo Iíland, that their laws are not repealable

tlie crown, but the validity of them dependa
Pon their being not contrary, but as near as may

oe agieeable to the laws of England.

There has heen fo°m the beginning, an of-

". Ca tcd by láw in evcr)’ county, where all con
} anees ot land are cntered at large, after the

granters



granters have firíl acknowledgcd them before 3 
juftice of peacc, by which means no perfon can 
fcll his cítate twice, or takc up inore monev upon 
it than ¡t is worth. Provifion has likewife bcen 
made for the fccurity o f lifc and propertv, in tlie 
eleétion of júries, who are nbt retnrned by the 
ffieriff of the county, but are chofen by the inha' 
bitants of the towfi’s; and this cle<ítion is under 
the exa&cít regulation that human prudcnce can 
fuggeít, for preventing corruption. The fficriffs 
in plantations are comparatively but littlc officers, 
and therefore not to be truíted like our’s. Redrcft 
in the New England courts of law is very qüick 
and cheap; all proceífes are in Engliíli, and no 
fpecial pleadings or‘ demurrers are admitted; but 
the general iífue is always given, and fpccial mat' 
ters brought in cvidcnce, which faves time and 

expence; and in this cafe a man is not Hable to 
lofe his cítate for a defeít in form, ñor is the 
merit of the caufe made to depend on the niceties 
ofelerkffiip. By a law of the country, no writ 
may be abated for a cirenmítantial error, fuch as a 
Hight mifnomer, or any informalitv; and by ano- 
ther law, it is cna&ed, that cvcry attorney taking 
out a writ from the clerk’s office, ffiall indorfe his 
ñame upon it, and be Hable to pay the adverfe 
party his coíts and charges in cafe of non-profecu- 
tion or difcontinuance, or that the plaintiff be non- 
fuited, or judgement pafs againít him. And it ts 
provided in the fame act, That if the plantin

ffiall
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^iall fuffer a non-fuit by the attorney’s miílaying 
tlie aftion, he ffiall be obliged to draw a new 
'vnt without a fee, in cafe the party ffiall fee fit to 
revive the fuit: for the quicker difpatch of 
csuíes, declarations are made parts of the writ, 
“  whlch thc ca<*e is particularly fet forth. I f  it 

e matter o f accompt, the accompt is annexed to 
le wnt> and copies o f both left with the defen- 
ant, which being done fourteen days before the 

htting of the courr, he is obliged to picad direélly 
and the .ilue is then tried. Ñor are the people of 
Ne>v England oppreíTed with the infinite delavi 
and expence that attcnd proceedings in chaucery.

ut as in all other countries, England only ex- 
eeptedyw &  aquum are held the fame, and never 

wided; fo it is here, a power o f chancery beino- 
'efied m the judges o f the courts o f common laur, 
as to fome particular cafes, and thcy make eqtiita- 
b e COHftru¿Uons in others. The fees o f officers o f 
aH forts, are fettlcd by afts o f aífembly at mode- 
rate prices.

Adultez, blaf]ffiem}r, ílriking or curfing a pa- 
rent, is by thcm puniffied with death; as is per- 
J«ry, where life may be affbfted. No perfon can 
be arreíled if he has the means o f making any fa- 
íisfaiílion. Quakcrs, jefuits and popiffi priefis are 

ÍC/  (‘eath' Grcat carc is takcn, by their laws, of 
°  thc morals of thc Indians, and to jirevent 
drunlcennefs, fwearing and curfing; and one of

V o l-L y  ' tW r
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thcir latvs, which they much boaft of, ¡s, that 
Chriftian itrangers ilying f'rom tyranny, are to be 
maintained by thc public, or otherwife provided 
for.

Every town, if it contains thirty burgeíles, can 
fend two reprefentatives to parliamcnt; it twenty, 
one; but Bofton nominates four. There is in rite 
aflcmbly the peculiar privilege of feleéting the 
members of thc ccuncil, or what wc may cali tlic 
houfe of lords, who aét as affiftants to the gover- 
nor ; but he rauft approve of thc eledion. The 
prudence of thc colonics of Conneclicut and Rhode 
Ifland ferved them in grcat ftead when thcir char- 
ters were called in by Charles II. for they furren- 
dered only that which liad bcen granted them l>) 
the crow n; but, when the revolution took place, 
they produced that which they held from the Maf- 
fachufet companv, which never had been revokcd, 
and which entitled them annually to oled their 
own governor, and to command their own militia. 
They went fo far in aífrrting tliis laít privilege, 
that when king William appointcd Benjamin 
Flctcher, Efq. who was governor of New York 
and Pennfylvania, to command thc Conncdicu.t 
forces, the province refufed to obey him.

The foreign trade of New England confiíls of 
various articles. At thc mouth of the river Pc- 
nobfeot there is a mackarel fiíhcry, from which 
the inháhitants fupply Barbadoes, and other Bri-

tifh

ttíh iílands in America. They likewife Fiíh in 
ínter for cod, which they dry in the frolh Their 

falt works are upon the improving hand ; and it is 
l-'id they will foon have iiilt fufficient to lerve 
themfelves. Rich mines of ¡ron o f a moít excel- 
E’nt kind ot temper have been difeovered in N ew  
England, and if improved, in a íliort time they 
May fupply Great Britain, without having recourfe 
to the northern nations for that commodity. Be
bdes mackarel and cod, they fend to Barbadoes 
and the other Britiíh iílands, bifcuit, meal, falt, 
provifions, fometimes cattle and horfes, planks, 
hoops, íliingles, pipe-ftaves, butter, chccfe, grain, 
uil, tallow, turpcntinc, bark, calves-íkins, tobáceo, 
applcs and onions ; and of thcfe mcrchandizcs 
Barbadoes takes annually to the valué o f one lnin- 
dred thoufand pounds fterling. From Barbadoes 
and thofe iílands, they bring, in return, fugar, cot- 
ton, ginger, and various other commodities. From 
Europe they import wine, lilks, woollen cloth, 
to>'s, hard-warc, linen, ribbands, ftufl’s, laces, pa- 
per, houfe-furniture, huíbandry tools o f all kinds, 
cordage, hats, Rockings, ílioes, and India goods, 
to r)ie valué of above four hundred thoufand 
pounds a year. In íliort, there is no Britiíh manu
facture that lerves the jmrpofes o f ufe, luxury, or 
ornamenr, which thc people o f New England do 
not import. Their money, till latdy, was sil pa- 
per, itruck into what they cali province-bills, 
which occafioned many inconveniencies, and their 

Y  a mam>
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manufadtures are as yet not many; ñor are they 
much encouraged by their mother country: —  they 
are however daily improving, and the two laft 
wars Vvith Franco and Spain have introduced 
abundance of hard money.

^  ith regard ro religión, before the year 1740, 
the provincc of Mali'achufet Bay contained above 
one hundred Englijh congregations, befides thirty 
aíTemblies o f índian chriftians. But of all thofe 
congregations not above tlirce or four of tliem 
followed the forms o f the church of England. 
Evcry particular íocicty amongft thcm ¡s indepen
da.111 of all other ecclcfiaílical jurifdiétion; ñor 
does there lie any appeal from their puniíhments 
or ccnfures. Their church-governmcnt admits of 
fynods; but thofe fynods have no power to inforce 
their own afts, or to cílabliíh any thing cocrcive ; 
-all they can do is, to delibérate on general mat- 
ters, which are to be laid before the feveral 
churches, who have power to reject or approve of 
tliem as they l'ee proper. Tile magiftrates have 
power to cali a fynod upon any particular exigen- 
c)r, and even to give their opinión in it. The mi- 
mílers ot Bolton depend entirely on the generofity 
ot their hearers for their fupport; a voluntary 
contrilnition being made for tliem by the con- 
gregation every time divine fcrvice is cclebrat- 
eil. • 1 he pólice oí the inhabitants of N ew Eng- 
land, with regard to their moráis, is as rigid tis 
:h-t oí any in the World. Every town of fifty fa-

milies is obliged to maintain a fchooJ for reading 
and writing, and of one hundred families a graní 
mar fehool for the inítrudion of youth. Tlius 
vtees that are common in all other parts o f the 
World, might be unknown in N ew  England, if 
t ic increafc o f power and riches had not intro- 
C nced them. Their children being early habitu- 
ated to induílry, could otherwife have no ideas o f 
e>;i'^nfive idcafures or enervaring debauchcs, their 
conlhtm.on m church and date confirming them in
.th,S * * * *  o f hab*- They have no holyday, 
bitt that o f the annual cledion of the magidrate» 
oí Bodon, and the commencement at Cambridge 
Thus an uninterrupted courfe o f ¡nduíhy and api 
plication to bufinefs prevails all the year round, 
l lie provincc is divided ¡neo twelve counties 

each county town containing a guildhall, and thé 
^’hole confids of f,xty-one market-towns, twenty- 
it-ven fortified places upon eléven navigable rivers 
and two colleges. Before the year 1743, thci’r 
íhipping was faid to have confidcd of, at lead one 
thouland iail, exclufive of their fiíliing barks; 
but lince that time it has becn fo very <rreatly 
mcreafed, that it is on a modérate calculador! 
thought, that during the late war, the privateer* 
oí New England only wcre cqual to all the roval
muy of England in the reign o f queen Eiiza- 
beth.

W e have taken notice of feveral towns there 
undci regular magidraejes and govcrnmcnr; but

the
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the fineft o f all thele and the metrópolis of the
Engliíh colonies is Bofton____ This ¡s a hand-
fome city, fituated on a peninfula, at che bot- 
tom o f a fine capacious and fafe harbour, which 
is dclendcd from theoutrages o f the fea, by a ííum- 
ber oí iflands, and rocks which appear above wa
ter. It is entered but byone fafe pafláge; and that 
is narrow, and covcred by the cannon o f a regu
lar and very ílrong fortrefs. The harbour is more 
than fuíficient for the grcat number o f vefléls, 
which cayy on tile exrenfivc trade o f Bofton. At 
the bottom oí the bay is a noble picr, ncar two 
thouiand feet in lcngth, along which on the north 
fule extends a row o f warchoufes. The head of 
this picr joins the principal ftreet o f the town, 
which is, like moft of theothers, fpacious and wcll 
builr. The town lies at the bottom.of the har
bour, and forras a very agrecable view. It has 
a town houfe, wliere the courts meet, and the ex- 
change is kept, largo, and of a very tolerable rafte 
ot archit*¿hire. Round the cxchangc, are a grcat 
number of well-íurnifned bookfellers íhops, which 
find employment for five printing prelfes. Therc 
are ton chinches within this town; and it contains 
at loafl twenty thoufaud inhabitants.

1  har wc muy l-c enablcd to forra fume judge- 
tnent of the wealth ni' this city, we muft oblervc 
that from Chriftmas 1747 ,  toChrifimas 1748, five 
hnndred vcilcls cleared out from this port onlv, 
for a forcign trade; and four hundred and rhirty

were

'vere entered inwards; to lay nothing o f coaftina 
and fiíliing veíTels, both o f which are extremely 
mimerous, and faid to be equal in number to the 
°thers. Indeed the trade o f New England is grcat, 
as it fupplies a large quantity o f goods from with- 
in ítfclf; but it is yet greater, as the people of 
t lis country are in a manner the carriers for all 
the colonies of North America and the Weft-In- 
dies, and even for fome parts of Europe. They
may be confidcred in this rcfpea: as the Dutch of 
America.

The comraodities which the countr}' yields are 
principally maíls and yards, for which they con
trae! largely with the royal navy; pitch, tar, and 
turpentine; llaves, lumber, boards; all forts 0f  
provifions, beef, pork, butter and cheefe, in large 
quantitics; horfes and live cattlc; Indian corn and 
peafe; cyder, apples, hemp and ílax. Their pel- 
try trade is not very confiderable. The cod fiíhery 
which they have always upon their coaft, em- 
ploys a vaft number o f their people; they are ena- 
bled by this to export annually above thJrty-two 
thoufand quintáis of choice cod fifli, to Spain, 
Italy, and the Mediterrancan, and about nineteeií 
thoufand quintáis of the refufe fort to the Well- 
Indies, as (ood for the negroes. The quantity o f 
fpirits, which they diítil in Boíton from the mo- 
lalks they bring in from all parts of the Weít- 
lndies, is as furprifing as the cheap rate at which 
thev vend ir, which is under two íliillings a gal

lón.
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Ion. W ith this they fupply almoíl all thc con» 
fumption of our colonies in North America, the 

. Indian trade there, the vaít dcmands of their own 
and thc Newfoundland fiíhery, and in a great mea- 
fure thofe of the African trade; but they are more 
famous for thc quantity and cheapncfs, than for 
the excellcncy of their rum.

They are almoil the only people of our colonies 
vvho have any of the woollen and linen manu- 
faélures. O f thc former they have ncarly as much 
as fuffices for their own cloathing. It is a clofe 
and ítrong, but a coarfe ítubborn fort of cloth. 
A  number of preíbytcrians from the North of Ire- 
land driven thcncc, as it is faid, by the feverity of 
their landlords, from an affinity in religious fenti- 
ments, chofe New England as their place of refuge. 
Thofe people brought with thcm their íkill in thc 
linen manufactures, and meeting with very large 
encouragement, they exercifed it, to thc great ad- 
vantage of chis colony. At prefent they makc con- 
fiderable quantities, and of a very good kind; their 
principal fettlement is in a town, which, in com- 
plimer.t to thcm, is callcd Londonderry. Hats are 
made in New England, which, in a elandeíline 
way, find a good vent in all the other colonies. 
The fetting up of thcfe manufactures has been in 
a great meafurc a matter neceílary to them; for as 
they have not been properly encouraged in fome 
ftaple commodity, by which they might commu- 
nicate with their mother country, whilc they were

cut
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cut ofl from all other refo.urces, they muíl cither 
have abandoned the country, or have found means 
of cmployi'ng their own íkill and indultry to draw 
out of it the ncceíTaries o f life. The fatne necef- 
nty, together with their convenicnce for buildino- 
and manning íhips, has made them the carnets 
for the other colonies.

The buíinefs of íhip-building is one o f the rnoít 
confiderable which Boílon or the other fea-port 
towns in N ew  England carry on. Ships are fume- 
tiraes built here upon commiííion; but freqnencly, 
the merchants of N ew  England have thcm con- 
ílruded upon their own account; and loading 
them with the produce of the colony, naval flores  ̂
fiíh, and fiíli-oil principally, they fend them out 
uponatrading voyage to Spai'n, Portugal, orthe 
Mediterranean; where, having difpofed of their 
cargo, they make what advantage they can by 
freighr, until fucli time as they can fell thc veflel 
herfelf to advantage, which they feldom fail to 
do in a reafonable time. They receive the valué 
of the veílel, as wcll as of the freight of thc goods, 
which from time to time they carried, and of the 
cargo with which they failed originally, in bilis 
of exchange upon London; for as thc people of 
New England have no commodity to return for 
the valué oí above a hundred thoufand póunds, 
which they takc in various forts of goods from 
England, but fome naval llores, and thofe in no 
great quantities, they are obliged to keep the ba-
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lance fomewhat even by thls circuitous commcrcc, 
which, though not carricd on with Great Britain 
ñor with Britilh veíTels, yet ccnters in its profits, 
where all the money which thc colonies can make, 
in any manner, rnuft center at laft.

By thefe obfervations colleéted from the bcft 
authorities, is may be feen how ílouriíhing this 
fcttlement is in itfelf, and of how much ufe it 
may be made to thc mother country.

O F  N E W  Y O R K  A N D  N E W  J E R S E Y .

N E W  York is faid to have bcen firít difco- 
vcred by onc captain Hudlon, an Engliíhman, who 
fold it to the Dutch about the year 1608. James I, 
then king of England indeed protefted againft the 
fcttlement; but his neighbours ílill kept pofléífion. 
At length Sir Samuel Argol governor o f Virginia 
attacked and deftroyed their colonies. This the 
Dutch complained of as an outrage, and applied to 
the king of England for a confirmation o f thc con- 
veyance. Thcy could only obtain leave to build 
fomc cottages for thc convcnicnce o f their íhips. 
But thcy found means to cnlargc upon this per- 
nt.ilion lo far, that at laft this province, which they 
called the New Ncthcrlands, rofe to a ílouriíhing 
ftate. —  The extent of the govcrnment or jurifdic- 
tion of New \ ork is as follows j from north to 
fouth, that is, from Sandy Hook, in latitude forty 
degrecs, thirty minutes to the fuppofed Cañada line 
in the parallel of forty-five degrees látitudc are

thrce
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thrce hundred and thirteen Engliíh miles; the extent 
from weft to eaft is various. 1. From the eaft 
foutherly termination of thc boundary line, betwecn 
the Jcrleys and New York, in latitude forty-one de
grees upon Hudfon’s River, to Byram River, where 
the colony of Connecticut begins, are one hundred 
™llcs*. 2. From the weft northerly termination of 
the faid boundary line between Jerfey and N ew  

 ̂ork, on the north branch o f Delaware River, in 
latitude forty-one degrees, forty minutes to Con- 
nc&icut weft line, including the oblong, are eighty- 
t\vo miles, whereof about fixty miles from Dela
ware River to Hudfon’s River, and twenty-two 
miles from Hudfon’s River to the prefent Connec- 
ticut weft line, oblong are included. 3. From forty- 
one degrees forty minutes on Delaware River, New 
York runs twcnty miles higher on Delaware River 
to the parallel o f forty-one degrees latitude, which, 
hy Pennfylvania royal grant, divides New York 
from the province of Pennfylvania. Upon this pa
rallel New York is fuppofed to extend weft to Lake 
Prie; and from thence along Lake Erie, and along 
the communicating great run of water, from Lake 
Pric to Lake Ontario or Cataraqui, and along Lake 
Cataraqui, and its difeharge Cataraqui River, to thc 
afore faid Cañada fuppofed line with the Britiíh co
lonies. W e íhall inftance the breadth o f N ew  
Yoik province from Ofvvego; as being a médium 
in this line. Ofwego fort and trading place, with 
many natious o f Indans upon thc Lake Ontario, 

Z  2 Cataraqui
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Cataraqui of Olwego, in latitudc forty-three cie
gues lies weft northerly from Albany about 
two hundred miles, and about tvventy miles from 
Albany to the wcft Une o f the provincc o f Maífa- 
chufet Bay, in all about two hundred miles. Mon- 
trea! lies north by caft o f Albany above two hun
dred and twerity miles.

Severa 1 iílands belong to the province of New 
York, l'uch as Long Iiland, whieh the Dutch cali 
Naílau, and is about onc hundred añil twenty miles 
long from eaíf to weft, but no more, at a médium, 
than ten broad. The eaftern part o f this iiland 
was fettled from New England, but two thirds of 
the iiland is a barren, fandy foil. Staten Iiland is 
about twelve miles in length north, and fix in 
breadth, and is inhabited by Dutch and French, 
as well as Ehglilh. Nantucket, Martha’s vineyard, 
and Elizabcth Iílands, formcrly bclongcd likcwife 
to N ew  York, but were, by the ncw charter of 
Maiíachufet Bay, gfanted at the revolution, an- 
nexed to that colony. N ew  York contains four 
incorporated towns, which have levcral exclufive 
privileges, and fend reprclentatives to the general 
auembly. The ñames of the towns are as follow: 
i. New York and its territory, which was eftab- 
liíhed by colonel Dungan, and fends four reprefen- 
tatives to the general ail'embly. 2. The citv of 
Albany, which lends two reprefentatives. The 
town of Weft-Chefter; and, 4. That of Schencdady, 
each of which fends onc. The cliniate and foil of 

. ‘ ' N ew
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New York being grcatly fuperior cven to thofe o f 
New England, liad made it an object greutly 
defireable by the Engliíh. The hiílory of New 

 ̂ork, during the time the Dutch held it, affords 
httle or nothing material, but what will be found 
111 that o f Cañada. Its firft Dutch governor was 
Henry Chriftian, who difcovefed Martha’s vine
yard, and he was fucceeded by Jacob Elkin, who 
was appointed to that government by the Dutch. 
Y  eft .India companv, to whom the country be- 
longed. \\ hen the Dutch war became inevitable, 
in the ycar 1664» king Charles II. made a prefenc 
o! valí tracks of land in thofe countries to his bro- 
ther the duke of York, in which New York was 
included, and the duke let it out in other fubdivi- 
íions to other proprietors. T o  render thofe gifts 
elleétual, Sir llobert Car, an Engliíh commander 
of grcat courage and fpirlt, before the declaración 
of the firft Dutch war, was fent with a ftrong fqua- 
dron, and tlirce thoufand land forces, the greateft 
armament that liad been cver fent from Europc to 
America, with orders to difpoífefs the Dutch of 
this fine country, and to put the duke of York in 
poíléílion ol it. He was attended, by colonel Ri
chard Nicholls, Efq. George Carteret, Efq. and Sa
muel Meverich, Efq. and lie dillcmbarked his land 
forces on Manehatran iiland, towards the end of 
thcyear 1664, and he and Nicholls marched di- 
redly againft the town of New Amfterdam. The

, Dutch
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Dutch govcrnor, though a bravc man, bcing im
próvida! to rcceive them, ivas obligcd to capitu- 
late, and to dclivcr up thc place. The capitula- 
don was wife and honourablc; for all thc Dutch 
fubjefts who were willing to fubmit to the Eng- 
liíli govcrnment were at liberty to refule in the 
place, and proteged in their perfons and eífeéh. 
The town, at that time, was one o f the handfomeít 
in all North America; and above half of the 
Dutch inhabitants chofe to fubmit to the Engliíh 
govcrnment, whilc others were at liberty to carry 
off their efieets; and were fucceeded by the Eng
liíh, who gave the colony the ñame of New York. 
The firft Englilh governor of New York was co- 
loncl Nicholls, who, thirtccn days after the furren- 
der of New Amíterdam, marched to Orangc Fort, 
which was likewife furrendered to him; and all 
the ftraggling plantations in that country fell under 
the power of the Engliíh. Nicholls aéted as go
vernor, under thedukc ofYork, till the year 1683, 
and feems to have been a wife, provident perfon. 
It was he who concluded thc ufeful treaty bctween 
the Indians of the five nations and the Engliíh ¡n- 
habitants, which fubfifts to this day. The Dutch, 
however, recovcredNew York in 1672, but reftor- 
ed ir, a few months after, by the treaty of peace. 
Nicholls was fucceeded in this government in 1683 
by Sir 'Edmund Andros, whom we have already 
mentioned in the hiílory of New England, and 
Andros by colonel Dungan, afterwards earl of 
LimcHeJc.

Dungan,
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Dungan, was a catholic; but he had the juílcft 
íenfe of the intereíls of England, and was an irrecon- 
cileable enemy to thc French in America. While 

.ng James was on thc throne, an order carne to 
nim from England, to admit French miffionariesfrom 
Qiichec, to makc converts to their religión in N ew 
York. The colonel could not difpute the order; 
“ut fafpetting their intention was to debauch 
thc five Indian nations from their friendíhip with 
England; he turned them out of the colony. The 
French complained to the court o f England of 
ofDungan’s honeft proceeding, and fome pretend to 
fay that he muít have loít his government had king 
James continued much longer upon the throne. When 
the revolution took place, his religión dilqualified 
him from continuing in the government of N ew  
Y o rk } but king William had fo juft a fenfe of his 
merit, that he is faid to have oífered to procure 
him a confiderable command in the Spaniíli army, 
'vhich Dungan refufed to accept of, on account o f 
his obligations to king James. After the revolu
tion, the French found means to fpirit up thc Hu- 
rons againftthe inhabitants o f N ew York; and co
lonel Benjamín Fletcher, thc next governor, was 
ordered to carry over from England thithcr fome 
land forces for the proteétion of the colony. In 
thc mean while, in 1690, colonel l ’ eter Schuyler, 
an inhabitant oí New York, raifed three hundred 
Engliili and three hundred fricndly Indians, witlj 
Whom he marched againll Qucbec. This feems to

have
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have been an ¡11-digefted expedition, as it was cafy 
to forefee that the Engliíh forcé, whicH was dcíti- 
tute of Iiéavy artillery, was infufficient for mafter- 
iñg any ftrong place. Schuylcr advanced into Ca
ñada with great intrepicüty, and was oppofed by a 
fuperior army of Frencb, which, he engagcd ; but 
arter killing three hundrcd of tliem, perceiving his 
íírength to be too fmall to attempt any tliing of 
great confeqiience, he retnrned home. Soon af- 
ter tliis, the French invaded the province of New 
"V ork, took and burned the town of Schencdtady, 
and murdered the inhabitants. It was abfurdly re
poned that this invaüon was fayoured by certain 
íricnds of Andros. The truth is, Fletcher not ar- 
riving, the govcrnment of New York was at this 
time in a faite of anarchr, when cóloncl Leíley put 
himfelf at the head o f the affairs of the province, 
in conjunción with one Mr. Jacob Milbourne. 
Thcfe two afibriatcs were wrong-headed enough to 
imagine, that they would be continucd from En^- 
land in their govcrnment, and that they werc cven 

'ftrong enough to hold out againft the governor 
named by king William. I11 the mean whilc, 
Fletcher arrived with his troops, and fummoned 
I êíley and Milbourn to give up the fort of New* 
A ork; which thcv notonly refufed to do, but kill- 
ed one of his foldiers. Fletcher, however, foon 
got pofle ilion of the fort, and ordered Lcfley and 
Milbourn to be tried'for high treafon, which they 
were, and condemned, and cxccuted accordingly.

After

After this, the fort of New York was provided 
Mth a regular garrifon, to prevent furprifes fronl 
the I'rench or their Indians. During Fletcher’s 
government, Frontenac, the French governor o f 
Cañada, invaded Albany, the Engliíh barricr of 
New York, with three thoufand French and Cana- 
dians. He advanced by Hudfon’s river, and, after 
a march of three hundred miles, lie fell into the 
country of the Onondagoes, one of the five nationí 
,n friendlhip with the Englilh, where the count 
deílroyed their habitations, corn, and provifion» 
Fletcher heáring of this invafion, advanced againft 
him, and was joined by feveral of the friendly 
Indians, who were highly exafperated againft the 
hrench and the Hurons. Upon this the count re* 
treated, but with confiderable lofs, the Englifli and 
die Iroquois falling upon his rear, and killing a 
great many of his men. Colonel Slaughter fucceed-

Fletcher in tliis govcrnment, as Jofeph Dudley, 
Elq. did him. In the year 1697, the cari of Bel* 
lamont, as we have already feen, was named to 
thejoinr governmerlts of New Y  ork and New Eng* 
land : and Mr. Nanfan acted as his deputy for the 
lormer. In 1700 Mr. Nanfan refufed admittance, by 
0rders from England, to the Scotch íhips from Da» 
ri<-*n; a proceeding which was thought to be in
human. The lord Cornbury, yldcft fon to the earl 
ol Clarendon, upon lord Bellamont’s death, was 
appointcd governor of New York, anc! carried over 
thither his wile and familv. His lordlhip is faid

V ot. I. A a to
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to have carried matters with a vcry high hand; 
but the affairs o f the colony vverc undcr him in 
excedent order. In 1710, five of the friendly In- 
dian kings were fent to England, where they were 
kindlv received at court; and they addrefíed cjueen 
Anne in the following tcrms:

“  Great Queen,

“  ^ c have undertaken a long voyage, which 
none of our predeceílors could be prevailed with 

“  ro l]ndertake, to fee onr great queen, and relate 
 ̂ to her thofe rhings which we thought abfolute- 

1> neceiliiry for the good of her and o f us her 
ailies, on theother lidc ot the water.

e doubt not but our great queen has beca 
“  acquainred with our long and tcdious war, in 
“  conjunción with her children, againít her ene* 
“  mies, the Frcnch; and that we have becn as 
“  a drong wall for their fecurity, even to the lofs 
‘ ot our beíl men. W e were mightily rejoiced 

“  when ' ve heard our great queen had rcfolved to 
‘ fend an army to reduce Cañada; and immc- 

“  diarely, in tokcn o f fricndíhip, wc hung up the 
kettle, and took up the hatchet, and, with one 

“  confent, afliíted colonel Nicholfon in making 
prcparations on this lide the lake: but at length 
we were tole!, our great qtteen, byfome impor- 

“  tanr afTairs, was prevented in her defign at pre- 
“  ícnt» which made us forrowful, left the Frcnch,
“  M'ho liad hitheito dreaded us, íhould now think 
“  us unable to m akcw ar againít them. The re-

“  dudtion
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t í duftion of Cañada is of great wcight to our free 
“  hunting; fo that if our great queen íhould not 
“  be mindful of us, we nniít, with our familics, 
“  forfake our country, and feek otlier habitations, 
“  or íland neuter, cither o f which will be rnuch 
“  againíl our inclinations.

“  In token of the fincerity of thefe nations, we 
‘ do, in their ñames, prefent our great queen 
“  with the belts of wampum, and, in hopes of 
* our great queen’s favour, leave it to her moíl 

“  gracious coníideration.”
It w as in confequcnce o f this addrefs, the ex- 

pedition under colonel Hill and Sir Hovenden 
^Valker againíl Cañada, which wtc have mention- 
ed in the hiítory of New England, was under
taken. General Nicholfon was to command in 
chief the New' York forccs; of which, befidcs 
Indians, thrce regiments w'ere raifed, under the 
command of the colonels Ingoldíby, Schüyler, and 
Whiting. They accordingly marched towards Quc- 
bec; but, upon W alker’s milcarriage, they return- 
ed to N ew York. Aftcr this, great numbers o f 
Falatines and Germán proteílants arrived, and 
'vere fettled in the colony, but a vote of the houfe 
of commons pafied againít it, as being an extra- 
vagant and unrcafonable charge to the kingdom, 
tending to the increafc and opprefíion o f the Eng
ato poor, and o f dangerous confequence to the 
church. But the new coloniíls W’ere fettled on 
both íides Hudfon’s river, between cighty and a hun- 
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I N  A M E R I C A ,  i 79



dred miles above the city of N ew York. Lord 
Cornbury, at the fame time he was governor of 
N ew  York, was appointed governor of the Jerfeys; 
and, when recallcd from his government, he was 
fucceeded by lord Lovelace, who arrived at New 
\ork, November 13, 1708, but died in May fol
io w i ng. He was fucceeded by colonel Ingoldfbv, 
a captain of one of the independant companies, as 
lieutenant-governor; from which poli he was re
moved by a letter from the queen to the council 
o f N ew  York. In 1710 colonel Hunter was ap
pointed to the government of N ew  York, where 
he arnved on the 14^  of June that year, carrj ing 
'vith him two thoufand feven hundred Falatincs to 
fettle in that province. No more than ten acres 
Were allowed to one family; upon which they 
"e re  obliged to go to Pennfylvania, where thcy 
fcttled, and became part o f that ílouriíhing colo- 
ny. As to Mr. Hunter, it is generally allowed 
that his abilities and integrity were equal to thofe 
o f any governor that ever went from England to 
America. Having a truc fenfe of the intereft of* 
the colony, he renewed the treacy, or, as it is called 
the covenant-chain, with the five friendly nations 
of the Indians. He was afteruards made gover
nor of Jamaica.

Mr. Hunter was fucceeded in his government bv 
VVilliam Burner, Efq. fon to the famous bilhon of 
Saliíburv. This gcntleman has been alrcady. men- 
íioned in the hiífory of New England. The fatal

South
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South Sea year had affe&ed his fortune; fo that he 
found it expedient to change his place of comptrol- 
ler-general of the cuíloms at Lonilon, which was 
given to Mr. Hunter, for the government o f New 
York and New Jerfcy. Before his arrival, advice 
carne to New York, that the friendly Indians were 
meditating an expedition againít fomc diftant fa- 
' a£cs’ and that they entertained amongft thcm one 
Cumr, a Frenchman. The government of New 
York thought that fucli an expedition would be 
detnmental to the interefts of the colony; and Pe- 
ter Schuylcr, Efq. then prefident o f the council, 
5nd the commander in chief o f the province, ap- 
pointedfeveral gentlemen, as his plenipotentiaries, 
t0 treat '"'áth the Indians, and to dilluade 
them from their purpofes, cfpecially from enter- 
taining Cocur. The Indians accordingly met thofe 
gentlemen at Albany; and it appears, from the 
aunutes of the conference, that the gentlemen o f 
■ êw York were very defirous that the favages to 
die fouthward íhould trade with their province;
'" hile the deputies of the five nations endeavoured 
to evade the queftion, as excluding themfelves from 
thnt commercc:— thcy offered, howevcr, to treat 
"  tth their fouthern brethren, if the latter would 
come to Albany, but not elfe. As to the afiair 
° f  Cccur, they fairly told the gentlemen, that they 
could not take ¡t upon themfelves, but that the 
-ngliih might do it i f  they pleafed, or complain 

of him to the governor o f Cañada. As to the ex

pedition

I N A M E R I C A .  l 8,



i$2 B R I T I S H  E M P I R E

pcdltlon they were about to undertake, they own* 
ed that they had íuch an intention, but that they 
could iay nothing farther concerning it, till they 
coníulted at home with their yoimg men and their 
fachems that were to head theru; and thus the 
conference broke ofi. The líate o f affairs between 
thc Engliíh and the five nations oceafioned an- 
other conference with the latter, at which, be- 
fides the governor o f New York, were prefcnt the 
governors of Pennfylvania and Virginia. This 
conference endcd to thc mutual fatisfaftion of ail 
partios. It is allowcd on all hands that governor 
Burnct undcrítood cxtrcmely well the interefts of 
his government. The building of Ofwego, a for- 
tified warehoufe íor the convcniencc of trading 
with the Indians, was owing to him; and he, at 
laíl, fucceeded ¡n making the people o f New 
Y ork fully fenfible, that it was not for their in- 
tereíl to encourage the great trade carried on 
between them and the French in Cañada. In 
the year 17510, the governor obtained from the 
aflembly an aél, prohibiting, for three years, all 
trade betwixt New York and Cañada. Upon the 
expiration of this acl, the London merchants who 
fupplicd the New York men with the commodi- 
tics that they ufed to fend to Cañada (nine hun- 
dred pieccs ol woollcn cloth liaving bcen carried 
from Albany to Montreal in one year) finding 
thcmlelyes deprived of this bcneficial conimerce, 
applied to the king and couucil againíl the conti-

nuance

nuance of the law ; chiefly, on prerence, that día 
rench could be fupplied otherwife; and that ir 

hey were deprived of the Engliíh commodities, 
e French Canad.ans would apply themfclves ,0 
e woollen and other manulaílures. This petición 

'vas by the council referred to a committce o f thc' 
°arc of ti ade and plantations, who tranfmitted a 

<^Py of it, with the rcafons on which it was 
T ? ded> to governor Burnct; but his reply prov
eí lo íatisfaélory, that thc a¿t was continued, and, 
,n I727» lC was> by the aflembly, made perpetual 
and aíterwards confirmed by the king and councií
in Lngland. The good effefts of this meafurc were 
loon leen.

Tne diftant Indians, who carne to traffic, in- 

£ ad n\  P "rfuinS a l»ng fatiguing journey to 
* Iontrea1’ íl0í,t at OBvego, which had bcen built 
^  tile governops prívate expence, on Lake Onta- 

T'°’ and was ahva>'s garrilbned by twenty foldiers 
!, a hei,tcnanr- There the íhvages ftirniíhecí 
, malves from rhc Engliíh, at half thc pricc 

they ufed to pay the French, with all thc comino 
0‘ties they svanted. This naturally increafed the 
tnde oí New York/ and brought great numbers 

Lrmflt fubjeéts into that province; fo rhat it 
" ’as no Jonger monopolizcd by a fcw overgrown 
merchants, but divided into many channcls, To the 
inimenfe profit of the colon)’.

Be lides the main-land of N ew York, wc have 
«nentiopcd fome iílands belonging 10 it. It L 0ñ„.

Illand
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Ifland, called by thc Indians Matowácks, and by 
the Dutch, Nafláu. This lies in length from caft to 
weft about one hundred and twenty miles, and, at 
a médium, is about ten miles broad ; its Ihore is a 
Tandy flat, as is all the caft ihore o f North Ameri
ca from Cape-Cod of New England, in north 
latitude, forty-two dcgrees, ten minutes to Cape 
Florida, in about twenty-five degrees north lati
tude; Upon thc íliore of Long-Iíland are very 
few inlets, and thefe very ihallow : its north iide 
is good water, there being a found between it and 
the main lánd of Connefticut; thc wideft part of 
this ncar New-haven o f Conncdticut, does not 
excced cight lcagues. T w o thirds o f this ifland is 
a barren Tandy foil. The eaítern parts wcrc fet* 
tlcd from New England, and rctain their cuítoms; 
the weílern parts wcrc icttlcd by thc Dutch, 
where mahy familics to this day underftand no 
other language but theirs. It is divided into thrce 
counties, viz. Quccn’s countv, King’s county, 
and Suffolk countv, and pays confiderably above 
one-fourth o f the taxes or charges of thc govern- 
ment of thc. provinee. Hell-Gate, where is the 
confluencc or meeting of the cali and welt tide in 
Loiv-Iílnnd found, is about twelvc miles from the 
city of N ew York. 2. Staren-Iíland. This at it* 
caft end, has a ferry of threc miles to thc weft of 
I ,ong-Hland; at its weft end is a ferry of one mili 
to Perth- Amboy, of Eaíl-Jeriies ; it is divided froni 
Eaft-Jcrfies by a crcek; is in length about twelvc

miles
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mi,es> and about ílx miles broad, and makes one 
cóunty, called Richmoud, which pays fcarce one 
!IV onc an<l twenty o f the ])rovincial tax ; it is all 
in one parilh, but feveral congregadons: viz. an 
-‘'glifli, Dutch, and French congregaron; thc in- 

habitants are moftly Englifn ; only one confider- 
\ illagc, called Cuckold’s-towp. ^.Nantuckcr, 
tna s vineyard and Elizahcth iílands wcrc for- 

mcr,y Mnder thc jmilllidion of New York ; but 
lll>on the revolution they wcrc annexed by the new 
charter o f Maíiáchul'et Bay, to the jurifdiélion of 
Maíláchulct Hay; not many ycars fince, fome of 
the frceholders of thefe iílands when oecafionally in 
New \ork, were arrefted for thc arreara of the 
general tjuit-rents of thele iílands. 4, Manhatans, 
thc Indian ñame, New Amílerdam the Dutch
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fame with that of New York; fcnds two reprefen- 
tatives. 3. The borough o f W eft Cheftcr; and, 
4. The towníhip of Scheneétady. It fcems thefc 
two corporations had thcir charters before thc re- 
volution, and each of thcm fend one reprefentativc 
to the general aüembly.

The oíd charter of the city of New York i* 
a full and exclufivc one, and runs as follows: 
“  VV'hereas the city of New York is an ancicnt 
“  city, and the citizens anciently a body politic 
“  w 'th fundry rights, privileges, 8tc. as well by 
“  prefeription as by charters, letrers patcnt, grants 
“ ■ and confirmarions, not only of divers govemors 
“  and commanders i» chief in the faid province, 
“  but alfo of feveral govcrnors, dire&ors, generáis, 
“  anci commanders in chief of the Nether Dutch 

nation, while the lame was or has been under 
thcir power and iubje&ion. That Thomas Dun- 

“  gan, Efq. lieutenant governor o f New York, 
under king James II. Auguft 27, 16S6, by a 

“  charter confirmed all their former grants not re- 
“  pugnant to thc laws of England and province of 

New \ork, with lome additions, granting to 
“  them all the unappropriared lands to low-water 

mark in Manhatan’s iíland, under the vcarly 
“  quit-rent of one beaver-lkin, or thc valué therc- 
“  o t í thcir jurifdiclion to extern! all over thc 
“  ,ílarKÍ» &c.” And this charter was confirmed 
by a lubfequent charter from lord Cornbury go
vernor, April 19, 1708, with fome additions grant-

cd
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ed to them the ferries, & c.—  As fome queílion- 
ed the validity of their former charters, becaufe 
they were in the governor’s ñame only, and not 
in the ñame of their kings and queens, they peti- 
tion governor Montgomcry for a new charter, con- 
firming all thcir former privileges, with fome ad
ditions ; granting to them four hundred feet below 
low-water mark in Hudfon’s Rivcr, &c.

In 1727, on thc acccílipn of his majefiy Gcorgc II. 
to thc crown of Great Britain, Mr. Burnet being 
promoted to the govcrnment of New England, was 
fucceedcd in that of New York by colonel Mont- 
gomery. Under this gcntlcman fome doubts arofe 
conccrning the validity of the charters, obtained 
from former govemors, in whofe ñames they ran, 
and not in thofe of the kings and queens of Eng
land. They thereforc petitioned their governor to 
procure them a royal charter, which he accordingly 
did, not only confirming thcir privileges, but cn- 
larging their bounds; and the purport of the char
ter bearing date the fifth day of January is as 
follows:

“  They are incorporated by the ñame of the 
“  mayor, aldermen, and commonalty of the city of 
“  N ew  Y o rk .— The city to be divided into feven 
“  wards, viz. weft-ward, fouth-ward, duck-ward, 
“  eaft-ward, norrh-ward, Montgomcry-ward, and 
“  the out-ward divided into the Bowry divifion and

Harlem divifion.— The Corporation to confift of 
“  one mayor, one rccorder, and feven aldermen, 

B b 2 feven
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fcvcn affiftants, one íherifi  ̂onc coroncr, onc com» 
‘ mon clcrk, onc chamberlain or treafurer, onc 

“  high conftable, fixtcen allcílors, leven colleiílors, 
fixtecn confiables, and one maríhal. The mayor» 

*ltb confent oí the governor, mav appoint onc 
“  h>s aldermen his dcputy. The governor 
‘ yearly to appoint the mayor, fhenff, and coroncr, 

and the freeholders and frcemen in their rcfpec4 
ti\e wards to chulé the other officcrs, excepting 
the chamberlain, who is to be appointcd irt 

“  counc¡l hy the mayor, four or more aldermen, 
“  aml tour or more afliílants. The mayor to ap- 
f point the high conftable. Ali officcrs to take the 
“  proper oaths, and to continué in office till others 

have been choíen in their room. W hcn any olli* 
tc cer dics, the ward is to chufe another; ujion rc- 
“  fufal to ferve in office, the common council mav 

“  imP°̂ e a fine, not excccding fifteen pound*, tbr 
“  tbc u*'c of the Corporation. The mayor or re- 
“  eorder, and four or more aldermen, with four or 
“  more affiftants, to be a common council to makc 
“  fiy-hiws, to regúlate the frcemen, to leafe lands 
“  and tenements, &c. but to do nothingíjiconfiftent 
“  with the laws o f Grcat-Britain or o f rhis pro- 

vincc ; fuch laws and orders not to continué in 
“  fi°rcc exceeding rvvelvc months, unlefs confirm- 
“  ccl l)>' the governor and council. Tliey mav punilh 
“  b-v (fisfraqchifing, or fines for the ule of the cor- 
“  poration. The common council (hall decide in 
“  a!l controverted eledlions of officers. The com-

“  mon
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‘ mon council may be called by the mayor, or in 
“  b's nbfence by the recorder:— fine of a member 

tor non-attendance not excccding twcnty-lhil- 
“  lings for the ufe of the Corporation. The Cor

poration may cftabliíh as many 'ferries as thcy 
“  may lee fit, and Ict the lame. To hold a mar- 
“  ket at five or more different places every day of 
“  the weck, cxccpting Sunday : to fix the aflize of 

bread, wine, k c . The mayor with four or more 
aldermen may makc frcemen, fees not to cxcced 

“  fi' c pounds:— none but frcemen Ihall retail goods 
“  or exercife any trade, (penalty five pounds) no 
“  aliens to be made free. T o commit common 
“  vagabonds, creét work-houfcs, goals, and almf- 
“  houfcs. The mayor to appoint the clcrk o f the 
“  market, and water bailift'; to licenfe carmen, 
“  porters, criers, feavengers, and the like; to give 
“  licencc to taverns and rcrailers of ftrong drink 
“  lor one year, not excccding thirtcen íhillings per 
u licence; felling without licencc five pounds cur- 
“  rent money toties quoties. The mayor, dcputy 
“  mayor, recorder, and aldermen for the time be- 
“  ing, to be jufticcs of the peace. The mayor, 
“  dcputy mayor, and recorder, or any of thcm, 
“  with threc or more of the aldermen, ihall hold 
u quarter feflions, not to fit exceeding four days. 
“  Morcovcr, recorder, and aldermen, to be named 
“  in all commiflions of oyer and terminer, and goal 
u delivery. The mayor, dcputy mayor, recorder,
"  or any one of them, with shrec or more o f the

“  aldermen,



“  aldermen, íhall and may hold every TuelHay * 
“  court o f record, to try all civil caufes, real, per- 
“  fonal, or mixed, within the city and county. May 
w adjourn the mayor’s court ro any time not ex- 
“  ceeding twenty-eight days. The Corporation to 
“  have a common clerk, who íhall be alfo clcrk 
“  ofthe court of record, and fcffions of the pcace ; 
“  to be appointed during his good behaviour, by 
“  the governor. Eight attornies in the bcginning, 
“  but as they drop, only fix to be allowed, during 
“  their good behaviour, for the mayor’s court; 
“  the mayor’s court to have the diredion and cog- 
“  nifancc of the attornies, who, upon a vacancy, 
“  íhall recommend one to the governor for his ap- 
“  probation. The mayor, recorder, or any alder- 
“  man, may, with orwithoutajury, determine in 
f£ cafes not exceeding forty íhillings valué. No 
w freeman inhabitant íhall be obliged to ferve in 
“  any office out of the city. A grant and confir- 
t( mation to all the inlubitanrs of their heredita- 
“  ments, Scc. paying the quit-rent relerved by their 
“  grants. The Corporation may purchale and hold 
“  hereditaments, &c. fo as the clear yearly valué 
“  exceed not three thoufand pounds íterling, and 
“  the fame to difpofe of at plealure. T o pay a 
“  quit-rent of thirtv íhillings proclamation moneV 
“  a year, befides the beaver fkin, and five íhil- 
“  üngs current money in former charters requived. 
“  No adion to be allowed againrt the Corporation 
** for any matters or caufe whatfoever prior to this

“  charter.
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charter. A pardon of all profecutions, for- 
“  feitures, &c. prior to this charter. This grant 
‘ or the inrolment thereof f  record] íhall be valid

CC * 1 u
tt m ,awJ notwithílanding of imperfeftions, the

impcrfedions may in time coming be reétified at 
‘ the charge of the Corporation.”

Colonel Montgomery, during the íhort time he 
acled as governor there, was charged with mak- 
,nS Judges without the advice of the council; but 
he died in July 1731, and his government in ge
neral has been greatly applauded. He is particu- 
hirly mentioned, as having bcen a grcat promoter 
°f mathematical knovvledge in the colony. At the 
time Mr. Montgomery died, Rip Van Dam, Efq. 
being preíident of the council, aded in the capa- 
city of governor and commander in chicf of N ew 

 ̂ork. It unfortunately happened for our Ameri
can provinces, at the time we now treat of, that a 
go\etnmcnt in any of our colonies in thofe parís, 
'vas fcarccly lookcd upon in any other light than 
that of an hofpital, wherc the favourites o f the 
tniniQry might lie till they had rccovered their 
broken fortunes; and oftentimes they ferved as afy- 
hims from their creditors. U]ion the dcath of co- 
^nel Montgomery, the French and their Indians 
hecamc cxtrcmely troublefomc to the pcople o f 
New York, and the preíident gave notice accord- 
lng ly ro Mr- Belcher at Boiíon, who took the pro- 
l’cr methods lor obviating rhc danger. It was in 
the year 1732, wKen colonel Coíby árrived at his

government



192 B R I T  I S H  E M P I R E

government at New Y o rk ; and ¡n the mean 
while, the prefident Van Dam, had, at thc cola- 
nel s rcqueft, advanced feveral furas on Iris ac- 
count, which, on the governor’s arrival, he not 
only refufed to repay, but commenced aélions for 
arrears o f pcrquifitcs and ices belonging to him, 
which he alledgcd had been received by Van Dam, 
Thefe altercations wcre attended with vcry bad 
confequences to the civil and commercial fíate of 
the colony ; for the govemor availcd himfclf of 
his fupcrior autliority in the colony to opprcfs Van 
Dam ;— but thc chicf jullice Morrice gavc his opi
nión llatly in contradiólion to thc governor, whofc 
daughter was raanied to lord Auguítus Fitzroy, 
then captain o f a V an of war upon that ílation.

Itwasduring the government o f that gentleraan, 
that the Frcnch and their Indian allics grew extrcme- 
Jy troubleforae to the pcople of New England, 
which drew frora thc pen of thc vcry intelligcnt 
Mr. Dummer, the New England agent, thc fol- 
lowing rcproaches againít thc government of New 
York : “  New York has always kept itfclf in a 
“  ftate of neutral i ty, eontributing nothing to the 
“  common fafety of thc Britiíh colonies, while thc 
“  Cañada Indians, joined by partics of the French,
“  ufed to make their routc by the bordcrs o f 
“  New York, without any moleflation frora ih c  
“  Engüíh o f that province, and fall upon the out- 
*  towns o f New England. This behaviour was 
“  thc moFe unpardonable in that government; ber 
. “  cantó

Cí caufe they have four hundred regular troops 
“  niaintained them at the k.ing’s charge, and 
“  have five nations of the Iroquois on their con- 
“  fines, who are eritirely dependent on them, and 
“  might eafily, had they been engaged in the 
“  common caufe, have intercepted the French in 
“  their marches, and thereby have prevented the 
“  depredations on his raajeíly's fubjecls of New 
“  England. Solemn and repeated applications 
‘ were made to the government of New York by 

“  the governors of the Malláchufets, Conneíticur, 
“  and llhode Iíland, in joint letters on this fubjedl:, 
“  but in vain. The anfwer was, They could not 
“  think it proper to engage their Indians in aélual 
“  war, left they íhould endanger their oivn fron- 
“  tiers, and bring upon thcir.felvcs an expencc 
“  which they were in no condition to provide for. 
“  And thus the poor colonies, whofe conflitution 
“  was charter-governmcnt, were left to bear the 
“  whole burden, without any help from thofe 
“  provinces, whofc governors held their commif- 
“  fions from the crown.”

By this change, it appears, that the people of 
N ew  York in general thought they were by no 
nieans obliged to involve themfelves in inconveni- 
enccs on account of their neighbours; and, to 
fay thc truth, the profperity of their colony was, 
in a great meafurc, owing to their cultivating a 
good underítanding with the native Indians of all 
nations, not to racntion, that, by the íituation of 

V ol, I. C c their
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their country, their fronticr was more expofcd than 
that of any other colony to the inroads of thofe 
barbarians. This appeared in the year 17^4, 
when the motions of the Iridiaos, under the French 
influente, made them apprehenfive o f an invafion, 
Upon this oceafion, the aflembly, without enter- 
ing upon any oñénfive meafures, carne to feveral 
refolutions for their own defence. Six rhoufand 
poünds werc voted for foftifying the city of New 
Y o rk ; four thoufand for ere&ing a ftonc forr, and 
other conveniences for foldiers and artillery at Al- 
bany ; cight hundred for a fort and blockhoufes at 
Scheneétady, and five hundred for managing the 
Sénecas, and, if practicable, for building fortifi- 
cations in their country.

In the mean time, the conduct of the governor 
Coíby, beca me more obnoxious to the jnhabitants. 
He liad altered the chief juítice Morriceout of his 
place, for oppofing him in his difpute with Van 
Dam, and he liad turned the courts o f law’ into a 
court of chancerv ; againft which the lawyers of the 
province had flatly given their opinions; faying, 
that the cortílitution of the courts in that colony 
vere originally the fanie with thofe in England, 
Thofe proceedings rendered the governor and his 
adminiílrption fu unpopular, that 011c John Petcr 
Zenger, a primer, was privately encouraged by 
the inhabitants to publiíh a weckly Journal, wheren 
'Jn the political affairs of the colony, and the go-

veruaf
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vernór and his council, were very boldly tfeated. 
About two months afeer the firft publication of 
this paper, De Lancey, the ncw chief juílice, 
charged the grand jury to find a bilí againít Zen
ger, which they refufed to do. Upon this, a 
committee of the cyuncil and the aflembly con- 
ferred together, and the former required the latter 
to join with them in a vote for burning three 
numbers of the laid journal. But when the 
committee of aflembly reported the refult o f 
the conferencc, it was refolved to take no 
concern in the matter, and they returned the pa- 
pers left with them by the committee of the coun
cil. The latter, upon this, ordered, by their own 
authority, the papers in queftion to be burned, 
which was executed by the hands o f the ílieriíf. 
One Hamilton, a lawyer of Philadelphia, carne to 
N ew  York on purpofe to plead Zcnger’s caufe, 
and the jury brought in the priloner not guilty. 
Mr. Coíby, w'as fucceeded in the adminiftration in 
1736, by George Clarke, Efq. and in May 1741, 
the honourablc George Clinton, Efq. únele to the 
cari of Lincoln, and afterwards admiral of the 
white, W’as nominated to the government of New 
York. Nothing remarkablc happened with re- 
gard to this colony during the two laft adminiftra- 
tions, till the breaking our of the late war with 
France, of w'hicli we íhall treat in its proper 
place, that we may avoid impropriety as much as 
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poflible, as thc hiílory of all the Britiíh empire irt 
America, without dull repctitions is our cidign.

This is a crown-government, adminiítered by a 
governor, who has his commiffion under the broacl 
fcal of England. The legiílative power and au- 
thority is lodged in thc governor; the council, 
who are twclve in nüiriber, appointed by the king, 
but are filled up by the governor when vacancies 
happen, and twénty-feven reprefentativcs clefted 
by fhe people. In other refpedts the govcrnment is 
as conformable to the laws o f England as that of 
a colony can be. The cxercife of the govcrnment 
is in the governor and council ; o f whom five is a 
quorum, and upon the cfcath or abfence of the 
governor, the firft in nomination in the council is 
to prefide. The people chufe their reprefentativcs, 
thc numbers o f whom are fixed by the crown ; and 
thole reprefentatives have much the lame privileges 
with thc members of the Britiíh parliament. All 
modes ot the chriftian religión not detrimental to 
focicty are tolerated in this colony, but that o f thc 
Romiíh church ; an impolitic exception, too much 
praclifed in our colonies, which ought by their na- 
ture to admit all nations and religions in the world, 
fo long as they demean themfelves as good citizens, 
and dutiful fubjeds to thc fbrm o f govcrnment 
by law duly eftabliflied.

As to the trade of N ew  York, ¡t confiíts in 
'wheat, ílour, lkins, furs, oil of whales, and lea-calves,

iron
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iron and copper, of both which very rich mines 
have been dilcovered there. Títere is a very 
great intercourfe between this colony and the 
Indians. The indullry of the inhabitants is equal 
to that o f any people on the face o f the globe. 
They trade not only with England but with 
Spain, Portugal, Africa, and all the Weft-India 
idands, not excepting the French and Dutch, and 
even with the Spaniíh coutinent in America, by 
which means they are enabled to pay in gold and 
filver for the manufaélures they bring from their 
mothcr-country. The foil of the province is fer- 
tile almoft beyond belief. All kind o f black cat- 
tle are more numerous here than in any European 
country, and they have a breed o f exccllent horfes 
of their own. The trade o f the inhabitants is 
chieíly carried 011 by watcr-carriage, and íhips of 
five hundred tons may come up to the wharfs of 
the city, and be always aíloat. Hudfon's river, 
where it runs by New York, is above three miles 
broad, and proves a noble conveyance for the 
goods of thc counties of Albany, Ullter, Dutchefs, 
Orange and Winchefter to that city, of which 
we lhall give a circumftantial defeription beíbre 
we conclude this feftion.. The facility of the 
voyage from New York to England and the 

efl: Indies, has been of infinite fervice to 
this colony; for by the lownefs of the freight, 
they purchafe furs at a very oheap rute for ftrouds,

[a woollen



[a woollen manufa&ure eítabliíhed at Stroud ilí 
England] and other woollen goods; all which are 
fure o f a ready vent with the Indians. Briñol is 
the chief place in England, which the colonilts of 
N ew  York trade with, and they gencrally per- 
form, at lcaft, two voyages in a year with fo much 
fatety, that the infurance upon íhipping in time of 
pcace is no more than two per cent. As to the 
amount o f their trade with their mother country* 
it was leven years ago computcd that their imports 
from ir was annually about onc hundred and fil'ty 
thoufand pounds; but they are lince fo much in- 
crealed with the trade o f the colony, that we cati- 
not venture to afTign thcm a valué.

Ofwego, formerly mentioned, is a fort, and Iri
dian trading place in times of peace, with agar- 
rifon of foldiers taken from the four indepen- 
dent regular companics, to prevent any diforders 
•in trade, this being in the feafon a kind of Iridian 
fair : laft Frcnch war the garrifon confiíted of two 
hundred men of regular troops and militia, and the 
Frcnch did not find it convenicnt to moleft them. Our 
traders with the Indians fit out from Albany, and 
pay a certain duty upon what they vend and 
buy at Olvvego : their route is from Albany to 
ScheneCtady town, or Corporation upon Mohocks 
river, fixtecn miles lamí carriage; thence up Mo
hocks river ; in this river is only one íliort carrv- 
íng place at a fall in that river; from Mohocks 
river a carrying place of three to five miles ac-

cording
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cording to the feafons, herc are convenicnt Dutch 
land carriages to be hired, to a river which falls 
into the Oneidas lakc ; then from this lake down 
Onondagoes river to Ofwegó trading place upou 
lake Ontario j tliere is a íliort fall in Onondagoes 
river. Almoll the wliole of the eaít fide o f the 
Ontario lakc lies in the Onondagoes country. 
From Ofwego fort to Niagara falls, on Frcnch fort 
Dononville are about one hundred and fixty miles, 
and from Ofwego forty-fix miles to fort Frontenac, 
alio called Cataraqui fort, where the lake vents 
by Cataraqui river, which with the Outawac ri
ver makes St. Laurence river called the Great Ri
ver of Cañada; this fort Frontenac is about two 
hundred miles down that rocky river to Montreal.

By conjeture of the French Courcurs des bois 
in round numbers, the circumference of five great 
Jakes or inland feas of Nortli America, are, Onta
rio, two hundred leagues, Erie, two hundred 
leagucs, Hurons three hundred leagues, Mihagan, 
three hundred leagucs, and the upper lake five 
hundred leagues.

The Mohock nation o f our allied N ew  York 
Indians live on the fouth fide o f a branch o f Flud- 
fon’s river, called Mohocks river, but not «on 111» 
north fule thereof, as is reprefented in the French 
maps, Tiic Oneidas nation lie about one hundred 
miles weft from Albany, near the liead o f the 
Mohocks river. I he Onondagoes lie about one 
hundred m \  thirty mijes weft from Albany. T h?

Tufc.>



Tufcatoras, an adventitious or íixth nation livc 
partly with the Oneidas, and partiy with thc 
Onondagoes. The Cayugas about one hundred 
and fixry miles wcíl from Albany. The Sénecas 
uho live upon the frontiers of Pennfylvania are 
about one hundred and forty miles wcft from Al
tan)’* A  noted French writer, M . de Lifle, calis 
tnefe nations by thc ñame of Iroquois.

Formerly the French had popiíh miflionarics 
v  ith the Oneidas, Onondagoes, and Cayugas, and 
endeavoured to keep them in their intereft.

There is fcarce any beaver in thc country o f the 
Fivc Nations ; therefore their hunting at a great 
diftance íiom home, occaíions frequent jarrin?* 
tvirh other Indian nations; this traías thcm up by 
praftice, to be better warviors than the other Indian 
nations.

The province of New York has two cides ; 
the firft is called by the ñame of the province it- 
felf. It was denominated N ew  Amfterdam when 
the Dutch pofieífed it, but it has changed its 
ñame along with its maílers. This city is moíl 
commodiotríly fituated for trade, upon an excellent 
harbou'r, in an iíland called Manahatton, about 
fourtedi miles long, though not above one or two 
broad. This iíland lies juft in thc mentir of the 
river 1 fudfon, which dillharges itfelf her-e after a 
long courfe. 'Filis is one of the nobleft rivers in 
America. Iris navigable upwards o f two hundred 
•miles. The tule liows one hundred and fiftv.

* Tito
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The city of New-York contains upwards of two 
thoufand houles, and above twelve thoufand inha- 
bitants, thc defeendants of Dutch and Engliíh. 
It is well and commodioufly built, extendinga mile 
in length, and about haif that in breadth, and has 
a very good afpedl from thc lea; but ic is by no 
meaos properly foitified. '1 he houfes are built o f 
brlck, in the Dutch taíle ; the ílreets not regular, 
but well paved. There is one large church built 
for the church of England worfhip •, and three 
others, a Dutch, a French, and a Ludieran. The 
town has a very flouriíhing trade, and in vvhicli 
great profits are made. The merchants are wealthy, 
and the people in general moíl comfortably pro- 
vided for, and with a modérate labour. From the 
year 1749 to 1750, two hundred and thirty-two 
vefiels have been entered in this port, and two 
hundred and eighty- fix eleared outwards. In thcfe 
veífels werc fliippcd fix thoufand leven hundred 
and thirty-one tons of provifions, chicíly flour, 
and 4 vaít quantity o f grain i of which I have no 
particular account. In the year 1755, the export 
of flax-fecd to Ireland amounted to twelve thou- 
fand five hundred and twenty-eight hogíheads.

The inhabitants of the province are betwecn 
eigluy and an hundred thoufand ; the lower clafs 
eafy, the better fort rich and hofpitable; great 
freedom o f fociety; and the entry to foreigners 
made eafy by a general toleration o f all religious 
perfuafions. In a word, this province yields to no 
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part of America ¡n the healthfulnefs of its air, 
and the fertility o f its foil. lt is much fupcrior 
in the great convenience of water-carriage, which 
i peed il y, and at the ílighteft expence, carnes the 
produét of the re ni ote íl farms to a ccrtain and pro
Atable market.

f'pon the river IJudfon, about one hundred 
and fifty miles from New-York, is Albany j a 
town of not lo much note for its number of 
houfcs or inhabitants, as for the great trade which 
is carried on with the Indians, and indeed, by 
connivarce, with the French for the ufe o f the 
lame peopie, í Iiis trade takes oíf a great quan- 
tity o f coarfe woollen goods, fuch as flrouds and 
duffils ; and with thefe, guns, hatchets, knives, 
hoes, kettles, powder and íhot; bebdes lhirts and 
cloaths ready made, and fevcral other articJes.
I íere it is that the treaties and other tranfadlions 
between us and the Iroquois Indians are nco-o- 
tiated. ,

The province of New Jcrfey was formerly 
under the fame governor as New-York ; and it 
formed part of New Hoíiand when conquered 
from the Dutch. It is certain, however, that it 
was not inhabited by the Engliíh long after the 
difcovery, and the firít Europeans we Hnd lettled 
here wcre the Swedes, who chiefly feated on the 
fouth of the river Raritan, novv called Dclav/are 
river, towards the frontiers o f Pennfylvania. Here 
they had three towns, Chriítina, Gottembourgh and

Elfun*
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Elfunbourg, which laít retains its ñame to ¡his 
day. Notwithftanding this, it was aftcrwards found, 
or pretended, when Charles II. perccived it con- 
venicnt for his purpofe, that Seballian Cabot had 
formerly taken poíTeíIion of all this coalt in the 
ñame of Henry VII. of England. Be this as it 
will, it is certain that the Swedes in general hav- 
ing no great tura for commcrcial affairs or territo
rial improvements, fuflered their fettlement here to 
languifh ; fo that the Dutch r.lmoft entirely planted 
the north parts of New Jcrfey by the ñame of 
Nova Belgia, and, about the vear 1665, R ’^ 'ig, 
the Swediíh general, fold to them all the Swediíh 
pofieíüons. After this, New Jcrfey, with the 
three lower counties of Pennfylvania upon Dela- 
warc river, bccame part of the New Netherlands 
or Nova Belgia. When the reduction of this pro
vince was refolved upon by Charles II. he made a 
previous gran: of both the property and govern- 
ment of it to his brother the duke o f York, by a 
decd, dated March 12, 1663; and the duke 
affigned the government of that port, which is 
called New Jcrfey, to the lord Bcrkley and Sir 
Gcorge Carteret. This laft grant was poíterior to 
the duke of York’s commiílion granted to gover
nor Nichols. The firít licutcnant-govcrnor of 
New Jerfey, fo called from the great property Sir 
George Carteret had in the iíland of Jerfey, was 
Philip Carteret, Efq. who entered on his govern-

The duke of Y ork’s grantment in Augult 1065.
D d was



va s from the Noorde Puvier, now callcd Hudfon’s 
river, to thc Zuyde Rivier, now callcd Delaware 
river ; and up Hudfon’s river to forty-one degrees 
north laritude, and up Delaware river to forty-onc 
degrcei- forty minutes, and from thefe two ílations 
headtd by a ilra.it line acrofs. It does not appear 
tlia., when rhis graut was made, theDutch oppofed 
it, or thc íettlcmcnt that was made by the propric- 
tors under the duke of York. When the New 
Nethcrlands were conquered from theDutch, it 
was thought proper, that king Charles íhould rc- 
n ev his grant to his brother, who bylcafe and releafe, 
on thetwenty-eighth and twenty-ninthofjuly, 1674, 
conveyed to Sir Georgc Cartcrct the caílern divifion 
of N ew  Jerfeys, divided from the weílern divifion 
oí the Jerfeys, by a ftrait line from the fouth-eaft 
pomt ot Little E gg Harbour, on Barnegatc Crcek, 
being about the middlc bctween Sandy Hook and 
Cape May, to a kill or crcek a little bclow Ren- 
coku? Kill on Delaware river, and thence (about 
thirty-five miles) by a flrait courfc along Delaware 
river, up to forty-onc degrees forty minutes north 
latitude, the north divifional line bctween New 
York and the Jerfeys. When Mr, Cartcret enter- 
cd upon his governmcnt, which comprehended the 
joint concern of both the jiroprierors, the people of 
Ehzabeth tovn were extremely unmanageablc, 
and upon the commencement o f the quit-rents, 
on the twénty-íifth oí March, 1670, they refufed to 
pav thcm, under pretencc that they held tlieir poflef-

. fions
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fions by Indian grants, and not from the proprie- 
tors. This mutiny went fo far, that they, in faft, 
difplaced their governor, and chofe a new one, a 
difl'olute fon of Sir Georgc Cartcret, fo that the go
vernor was obliged to go to England with his 
complaints. In thc mean time, thc conqueft of 
the New Nethcrlands happening, every thing grew 
more quiet, and governor Cartcret returned in No- 
vember, 1674, with new conccíTions, as they were 
callcd, which confirmed the public tranquility. 
Sir Georgc Cartcret, as wc have fecn, having ob- 
rained Eaft Jerfey, the W cft Jerfey, which borders 
upon l ’ennfylvania, remained to lord Bcrkelcy; 
and he, in 1676, refigned his right therein to W il- 
liam Penn, Efq. Mr. Gawen Lauric, of London, 
merchant, Mr. Nicholas Lucas, of London, mer- 
chant, and Mr. Edward Bylling, who agreed 
upon a new partition with Sir Georgc Carteret, 
which was confirmed by thc duke of York, and 
afterwards by a general aficmbly of' thc Jerfeys. 
On thc twenty-fifth of Decembcr, 1678, Sir Georgc 
Cartcret made over Eaft Jcrlcy to ceitain truftees, 
who were to fell it at his death ; and accordingly, 
on thc fccond of February, 1681, they affigned it to 
the following twclvc perfons: M illiam Penn, Ro- 
bert Weft, Thomas Rudyard, Samuel Groom, 
Thomas Hart, Richard Mcw, 1 liornas W ilcox, 
Ambrofc Riggs, John Haward, Hugh Hartíhorn, 
Clcment Plumfted, and Thomas Cooper ; and 
thefe twclve proprictors conveyed onc half of

their



their intercft to twelve other pcrfons feparately, 
viz. Robert Berkeley, Edward Bylling, Robert 
Turner, James Brien, Arent Soumans, William 
Gibfon, Gawen Laurie, Tilomas Barkcr, Thomas 
Evarner, James cari 0f  ferth , Robert Gordon, 
and John Drummond. This co.nveyance was af- 
terwards confirmed by the duke o f York. Soon 
after this, the proprietors fold /liares of Eaft New 
Jerfey to James Drummond, cari of Perth, John 
Drummond, Efq. Sir George Mackenzie, Robert 
Barclay, and David Barclay ofU ry, Efquires; Ro
ben Gordon, Elq. Mr. Robert Burnet, Mr. Gow- 
cn Laurie; Mr. Thomas Nairn, Mr. James Braine, 
Mr. William Dockwra, Mr. Pcter Soumans, Mr. 
William Gibfon, Thomas Cox, Efq. Mr. Waltcr 
Benthal, Mr. Robert Turner, Mr. Thomas Barker, 
and Mr. Edward Bylling. The conveyances to thofe 
gentlcmen were likewife confirmed by the duke o f 
"Vmk in 1682. A  governor and licutcnant-gover- 
nor were then provided, the nomination of the for- 
mer, falling upon Robert Barclay, the famous 
quaker, and of the latter upon Gawen Laurie.

It muft be confefled that the mixture of proprie- 
tors in this fcttlcment was very extraordinarv. 
They confifted o f very liigh prerogative men, (ef- 
pecially thofe from Scotland) of diilenters, papifis, 
and quakers. It is pretended by fome people, 
that this heterogcncous mixture of different re- 
ligions was privatéjy encouraged by the tlukc of 

 ̂ork, that he might make an experiment of that

favouvitc
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favouríte toleration, which he aftenvards, fo fatally 
for himfelf, attempted to introduce into England.
It is rcmarkable, that though all the patcntees of 
lord Berkclcy’s divifion of W eft N ew Jerfey, ex- 
cepting one, were proprictors of Eaft N ew  Jerfey, 
yet their governments ftill continued to be diftinft. 
The Scots, however, who were the principal fet- , 
tlers, were ill fitted for fuch an undertaking; and 
the fettlement of Eaft N ew  Jerfey languiíhed moíl 
miferably. The proprictors chofe Mr. W illiam 
DockAvra for their regifter and fecretar)r, and one 
Lockhart for their maríhal. They then procecded 
to fehemes of partition, and laid out counties, 
pariflies, and towns, referving to themfelves one 
feventh.— The terms o f purchaíé were, that every 
mafter of a family was to have fifty acres fet out, 
twenty-five for his wife, and each of his children 
and fervants, paying twelve-pence a hcad to the 
reeifter ; fervants, when their times expired, were 
to have thirty acres. All perfons to pay two- 
pencc an acre quit-rent, or purchafc their freeholds 
at fifty íhillings for every twenty-five acres taken 
up.— Mr. Laurie, who had a confiderable intcrpft 
in W eft New Jerfey, was thought to be partial to 
that divifion; for while he held the governmcnt 
before Berkeley’s arrival, he retufed to obey the 
proprictors in removiog the courts from Elizabcth- 
town to Perth Ambov, the fituation o f which 
pointed it out as the capital of the province; but, 
had every thing elle fuccecded with our fcttlers,

they
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they were under onc capital defcét, that hiuft have 
ovcrthrown all their fchcmcs; we mean, the 
want o f induftry and inhabitants. After the rcvo- 
lution, in 1696, coloncl And re w  Hamilton was 
appointed governor, and was fucceeded the next 
year by Jeremiah BaíTe, Efq. who being recal led, 
colonel Hamilton, was reinftated in the govcrnment, 
which a few months after was given to Baile. 
The latter was fucceeded by coloncl And rew 
Brown, who held it at the time that the proprie- 
tors furrendered the fovereignty o f it to queen 
Anne, in 1701.

As to W eft Jerfey, or lord Berkeley’s divifion, 
from the year 1674, Sir Edmund Andros, whom 
we have fpoken of in the hiftory o f New Eiw- 
land, fomc fay by virtue o f a commiffion from the 
duke of York, wrefted the govcrnment from lord 
Berkeley’s aílignees; but they recovered it, and 
having obtained a ncw grant in 1680, they cholo 
Edward Bylling, Efq. for rheir governor. In 
1690, Dr. Daniel Cox, o f the college of phyfici- 
ans in London, having purchafed the greateft part 
o f  the property of W eft Jerfey, appointed himfelf 
governor, but never went over thither, and at laft 
fold all his intereft therc for ninc thoufand pounds, 
to Sir Thomas Lañe. All this while, the conten* 
tions amongft the íliarers of both the Jerfeys, as 
well as about matters of property the right o f ap- 
pointing a governor, had reduced the two pro- 
vinces to a ¡noft lamentable condition; and the

• p ro -,
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proprietors wifely refolved to refign its government 
to the crown, referving all their other rights. Ac- 
cordinglv, on the twenty-fecond of April, 1702, 
Sir Thomas Lañe, in the ñame of the proprietors 
of W eft Ncw Jerfey, and Mr. William Dockwra, 
in the ñame of thofe of Eall New Jerfey, having 
reíigned the govemments of thele refpcdtive pro- 
vinces to queen Anne, her mujeíty immediatcly 
appointed the lord Cornbury for their governor; 
and his fecretary was Mr. Bailé, the late governor. 
At the famc time, the proprietors obtained of the 
crown, in favour of themfelves andof the pcople, a 
fet o f ftanding inftruélions, which were to ferve as 
rules for the conduct of future governors. The 
heads of thofe inilru&ions wcre well calculatcd 
for the good of the colony. The iirft was, That 
the governor íliould confent to no tax upon lands 
that were vacant or unprofitable. The fecond, That 
no lands íliould be purchafed of the Indians, but 
by the general proprietors ; and the third, which 
Was a moíl excellent proviíion, was, That all lands 
purchafed Íliould be improved by the poíTeíTors. 
The government of the two Jerfeys was then held 
bv a governor, council, and affembly. Thecoun- 
cil was to be cholén by the governor, who had 
power to appoint his lieutenant governor; and 
tliough the price of lands was Üill very low, yet 
after the two provinces carne into onc government, 
the aflairs of the colony took a very favourablc 
turn. It then appeared that the two provinces of 
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thc Eaft and W eft New Jerfeys, had ¡n fadt been 
madc jobbs of by different proprietors, who had 
bought them, without thc lcaít rcgard to thc good 
of the colonies, but that they might fcll them 
again. For many ycars, the governors of thc pro- 
vince of N ew  Jerfey (for fo it was called) was 
verted ¡n the govcrnorof New Y o rk ; and, before 
the peace of Utrecht, it was thought to contain 
above fixteen thoufand mhabitants. Upon the 
death of colonel Coíby, it appears that the govern- 
ment o f the Jerfeys was wholly dctached from 
that of New York, and was given to Lewis Mor- 
rice, Efq. who had been chief juftice o f New 
\o rk , and died May 14, 1746. He was fuccccd- 
cd by Jonathan Belcher, Efq. whofc firrt mccting 
with the provincial aflembly was on the twenty- 
fecond of Auguft the fame year. The hiftory of 
N ew  Jerfey now falling in with that of thc othcr 
Rritilb colonies of America, during the laft wars 
with Franco, we Ihall thercfore proeccd to its 
civil hiftory.

In thc civil conrtirntion of New Jerfey, we find 
therc were threc negativos, 1. That of thegovernof, 
who is likewife vice-admiral and chancellor of 
the province. 2. That of the council, which, 
with the governor, forms a court of error and 
chancery. 3. O f the houfe o f reprefentatives, 
twenty oí whom ferve for countics, and thc re- 
maining four for the two towns or cities, as they

are
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are called, of Perth Amboy and Burlington. This 
houfe, though no court of judicatura, has the 
privilege of inquiring into thc mal-adminiftration 
of the courts of juftice. Upon the duke of 
\o rk ’s granting the two Jerfeys to lord Bcrkeley 
and Sir Georgc Carterct, Nicholls, who was then 
governor of New Jerfey tor that duke, apprc- 
hending that he might be fuperfeded in his govern- 
ment, took advantage of the inftructions of his 
patent, and gave leave to certain perfons to pur- 
chale lands from the Indians, fubjeét to certain 
qüit-rents ; and thc like was done by Carterct, 
the firrt governor under the aflignecs. Such pur- 
chafes being expreflly againft the fpirit of thc duke 
of York’s grant, and yet good in law, crcated 
inexpreffible difturbances and confufion in this 
governmcnt ; but the Indian purchafcrs feem to 
have had the better in the difpute, which, we ap- 
prehend, was never fully decidcd.

New Jerfey, according to the common maps, is 
bounded on the fouth-caft by Delawarc E ay; and 
by that river on the fouth and w eft; and, on the 
north, by New York and unknown countries; and 
by thc Atlantic Ocean on the eaft. It lies between 
thirty-five degrees forty-one minutes, and thirty- 
ninc degrees ten minutes of north latitude ; and 
berween fcventy-thrce degrees forty-fix minutes, 
and feventy-five degrees fiftecn minutes weft longi- 
tude. It is in length on the fea-coart, and along 
Hudfon’s River,that is, from fouth to north, about one
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hundícd and forty miles, and about eighry wheré 
broadeft; but riáis menfuration is all conjedlure. 
Eaít Jcrfey is divided into four eounties, viz. thofe 
ol Monmouth, Middlefex, Efiéx, and Bergen. Ii 
contains a tovvn callcd Middlcton, which is twcnty- 
bx miles fouth of Pifcataqua ; but irs principal 
tow n is Shrewíbury, which is thc moit fouthern 
tow n in the- province, and contains about thirty 
thoufand out-plantation acres. Betwcen Shrewf- 
bury and Middlcton is an iron-work. The thief 
town of Eftex-county, and indeed in both the Jer- 
fc)'s, is Elizabeth town, which lies oppofite to the 
w eftward of Staten iíland. The greateíl parí of 
thc trade o f the province is here carried on. 
Newark is another town in Efiéx county, and 
has annexed to it about fifty thoufand acres; but 
p arto f them remains Bill tobe eultivated. Mid- 
dlelex county has forits chief town Perdí Amboy, 
whicli, ¡n reality, ought to be the provincial town 
of Eaft Jcrfc)-. It íhmds near the mouth of Dcla- 
warc river, as it runs into the mouth o f Sandy 
H ookbay, which is never frozen, and is capaci- 
ous cnougli to contain five hundred íliips. It is 
generally allowcd that this might have bcen ren- 
dered one of thc fmcft towns in all North America, 
ha(I u not hcen for the extraordinary mifnianager 
ment of thc Scotch plantcrs, and thc bad condud 
of Gawen Laurie, the deputy-governor. Ber
gen county lies upon Hudfon’s River, and is cx- 
tiemcly well watered; bur, in general, ii is but

thinly
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thinly inhabited. Brunfwick is another town in 
this province, wherc a college for the inltrudtion 
° f  youth was cftabliílicd Odober 22, 1746, by 
governor Belcher. The truílees o f this college 
are generally prelbyt’crians, and it is governed by a 
prcíident.

As to W eft Jcrfey, it was intended by Dr. Cox 
to be laid out into feven counties ; but this pro- 
jc£t never took efíeét. It is not fo well planted 
as Eaft Jcrfey, though it lies cqually commodious 
for trade. The only fpot of ground that rctains 
thc ñame of a county is that of Cape May, which 
lies at the mouth of Dclawarc Bay, dividing the 
two Jerfeys. Burlington, which lies in an iftand 
in the middlc of Dclawarc River, oppofitc to Phi- 
ladelphia, is the capital of the province, the courts 
and the aflemblics of Weft Jcrfey being holden herc. 
It is well fituated for trade, the town is well builr, 
with town-houfes, and two bridges. W eft N ew  
Jcrfey has an caly communicadon by the river 
aEfopus with New York, and with Maryland by 
another river, which comes within four miles of 
Chefapcak-bay. A  projeít was once on foot for 
joining this river and the bay by an artificial canal; 
but it met with fuch oppofition from the inhabi- 
tants of Virginia and Maryland, that it cante to 
nothing.

Notwithftanding the inexprcfliblc difadvantages 
under which New Jcrfey fo long laboured from 
the nature of its conftitution, the multiplicity of

its
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its owners, and rhe unccrtainty of their tcnures ; yct 
thc inhabitancs havc niade a moíl furpriíing pro- 
grefs, both in trade and agricultura fince rhey 
were uncler thc govcrnment of rhe crown. This 
is owing to their commodious fituation, which, in 
a manner, invites commerce to refide amongít them, 
and from their being lels expoled than many ol 
their neighbours are to thc infult? of the favages. 
The people of New Jerfey liad their lhare of the 
trouble and expence of thc Cañada expcdition in 
1710 ; but lince that time they llave recovered 
their crcdit. fo greatly, that their paper-currcncy, 
to thc amount of fixty thoufand pounds, has more 
crcdit than that of eithcr Pennfylvania or NeW 
York, for thc Pennfylvania bilis are not received at 
New York, northofeof New York at Pennfylva
nia ; but the New Jerfey bilis circuíate through 
b : th thofe provinccs. As before the peacc of Utrecht 
the inhabitants of New Jerfey were compured at fix- 
teen thoufand, fo at prefent they amount to ncar íixty 
thoufand. During the wars betwecn Frunce and 
England, thev contributed very conliderably towards 
carrying them ón; and in the ycar 1746, whcn there 
was a fcheme for invading Cañada, thev raifcd 
and vidtualled five companies of one hundred 
mcn each. As to the trade of New Jerfey, it i» 
an cxccllent corn country; and it is faid to raife 
more wheat than any other colonies; they li.ke- 
wife raife fomc flax and hemp. They chicíly trade 
with New York and Pennfylvania, where they

difpofe
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difpofe o f their grain; but of late they have 
come into. a confiderable trade for proviíion with 
thc Antilles; and they fend to Portugal, Spain, 
and thc Canarics, tobáceo, oil, fiíh, grain, and 
other provifions. By means of employing ne
grees, as their neighbours do, in cultivating their 
lands, they have of late more than double their 
valué ; and they now work a copper ore mine, 
and manufaéture iroti ore into pigs añil bars. T o  
give thc leader fonie idea of the prefent valué of 
this country, the property o f half o f which fome 
ycars ago was thought dcar at nine thoufand 
pounds, and, indecd, was deemed not worth 
holding, we lha.ll here infert fome articles of their 
imports and exports from the twcnty-fourth of 
June, to the fume day next year. —  [Exponed, 
Flour, fix thoufand four hundred and twenty-four 
barréis; bread, one hundred and fixtv-cight thou- 
land five hundred «weight; bcef and pork, three 
hundred and fourteen barréis; grain, feventecii 
thoufand nine hundred and forty-one buíhels i 
hemp, fourteen thoufand weight. Sume firkins of 
hutter, lome hams, becr, fiax-feed, bar-iron, lome 
hunber. Importal, rum, thirty-nine thoufand, 
fix hundred and feventy gallons; molallés, thirty- 
one thoufand, fix hundred gallons; fugar, two 
thoufand eighty-niue hundred weight; pitch, tar, 
and turpentine, four lnmdred tliirty-leven barréis ; 
"fines, one hundred twertty-three pipes; luir, 
twelve thoufar.d leven hundred fifi)-nine bullíais. J

The
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The principal rivers in the province of New Jer
fey, are thc Noordc Rivier or Hudfon’s River, 
which we have already delincated in the feílion of 
N ew  York, and Zuide Rivier or Delaware River. 
W e íhall here take notice, that in thc Jerfey 
fule of this River are feveral íliort crceks. Thefe 
of Cohanfy, and of Salem twenty miles higher, 
make one diílridl o f cuílom-houfe ; ar Bridlington 
twenty miles above Philadelphia is another cu lio m 
diílridl.— Thefe two cuílom-houfe diílricls, thcir 
quarterly cntries and clcaranccs o f veflcls, are ge- 
nerally little, and fcarce deferve the ñame of preven- 
tive crceks. The main branch of Delaware River 
come from Cat-kill mountains, a few miles weíl 
o f the fountains of Scoharie River, a branch of 
the Mohocks River. Raritan River falls into San- 
dy Hook Bay at Amboy point; the tide ílows twelve 
miles up to Brunfwick:— at the mouth of this river 
is the only conliderable fea-pori and cuílom-houfe 
o f New Jerfey. Mere is thc city of Perdí Ambo)', 
it is the capital of thc province of N ew Jerfey, 
and here are kept the provincial records: tlierc is 
a good deep water harbour and promifing coun- 
try ; but notwithílanding, it has only the appear- 
ance of a mean village. The ñame is a compound 
of Perth, the honorary title of the late Drummond, 
cari of Perth, and Amboy its Indian ñame.

The fea linc of New Jerfey, is Arthur Cul Bay, 
and Amboy Sound, bctwcen Statcn Iíland and

he
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the main, about twenty miles fouth. Thefe receive 
the rivulets of Hackinfack, Paflaick, BoundsCrcek, 
and Raway; from Amboy Point to Sandyhook 
(Sandy Hook isin Eaíl Jerfey) twelve miles eaíl from 
Sandy Hook to Cape May, one hundred and twenty 

miles foúth wefterly, is a fíat and double Tandy 
fíiore, liaving fome inlets practicable only by fmall 
erafr.

Tlierc are feveral chains or ridges of bilis in this 
province, but o f no confideration.

Perth Amboy is the provincial town of Eaíl 
Jerfey; Bridlington is the province town o f W eíl 
Jerfey, diítance fifty miles, where the general af- 
fembly of all the Jcrfeys fits alternately, and where 

t thé diílintl provincial judicatories or fuprcme courts 
fit refpcélively. Bridlington, commonly called Bur
lington, is a pleafant village. Elízabeth Town 
is thc moít ancient Corporation and confiderable v 
town of the province. Brunfwick in Eaíl Jerfey 
is nearly the centre of the Eaíl and W eíl Jerfeys ; 
where is lately eílabliíhed a college for the inílruc- 
lion of youtli, by a charter from governor Belcher, 
datedOclobcr 22, 1746, with powcr to conferall dc- 
grecs as in the univeríities of England: the prefent 
rruílecs are gencrally preíbyterian, a majority of 
feven or more truílees have the management; 
eacb feholar and pays four pounds per annum, at 
eight íliillings an ounce ftlver ; Mr. Jonathan Dic- 
kenfon was their fíríl and, Mr. Burr is tlieir

V o l . I. F f  prefent
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prefent prefident; in this college Oiítober 5, 1749» 
commenced feven batchelors oí' arts.

The road as in prefent ufe, from New York 
city to Pbfiladelphia, is, from New York to Eli- 
zabeth Town fevcntcen miles, rhencc to Brunfwick 
twcnty-two miles, thence to Trcnt Town Ferry 
thirty miles, thenee to Philadelphia twenty miles ; 
being in all from the c ity o f New York to Phi
ladelphia one hundred and four miles.

From Cape May to Salem are about fixty miles, 
thence to Bridlington fifty miles, thence to Trent 
Town falls fifteen miles. Thcfc are the firft falls 
o f Delaware River, and fo high the tide ílow s: 
below thefe falls when the tide is down and no 
land floodings in the river. —  The ¿river itfelf is 
fordable.

In the province of the Jcrfeys are five corpora- 
tions with courts; whereof three are in Rali Jerfey, 
the city o f Perth Ambov, the city of New Brunf
wick, and the borough of Elizabcth Town; and 
two in W cft Jerfey, the city of Bridlington, alias 
Burlington, and the borough of Trent Town. Oí 
thefe only two, Perth Amboy and Burlington, fend 
reprefentatives to the general aflembly.

The two ncw oút counties of Morris, and Trent, 
feem hitherto not to nave been reduced to any re- 
gulations.

O F

I N A M E R I C A .  219

O F  P E N N S Y L V A N I  A.

P E N N S Y L V A N I A  is inhabited by full'two 
hundred and fifty thoufand pcople, half of whom 
are Germans, Swedes, or Dutch. Here you fee 
the Quakers, Churchmcn, Calvinifts, Lutherans, 
Catholics, Methodills, Mcnifts, Moravians, Inde
pendáis, the Anabaptilts, and the Dumplers, a fort 
of Germán feét, that live in fomething üke a rc- 
ligious fociety, wcar long beards, and a habit re- 
fembling that of friars. In íhort, the diverfity of 
pcople, religions, nations, and languages here, is 
prodigious, and the harmony in which thcy live 
together no lels edif) ing. For, though every man, 
who w i ibes well to religión, is forry to fee the di
verfity which prevails, and would, by all mild 
and honeft methods, endeavour to prevent i t ; yet, 
when once the evil has happened, when there is 
no longcr an unión of fentiments, it is glorious to 
preferve atleaft an unión of aflections;—  itisa beau- 
tiful profpciR, to fee men take and give an equal 
liberty; to fee them live, if not as belonging to 
the famc cluirch, yet as to the firme chriftian religi
ón ; and if not to the famc religión, yet to the famc 
great fraternity of mankind. I do not obferve, that 
the quakers, who had, and who fiill have in a 
great meafure, the power in theír hands, have 
made ufe of it in any fort to perfccute; except 
in the finglc cafe of George Keith, whom thcy firft 

F f  2 imprifoned,
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imprifoned, and then baniíhed out of the provincc. 
This Keith was originally a minifter of the church 
o f England, then a quaker, and aftenvards return- 
ed to his foriner miniítry. But whilít he remained 
tvith the friends, he was a troublefome and litigi- 
ous man, and was for puíhing the partícularities 
o f quakerifm to yet more cxtravagant lengths, and 
for making hew refinemcnts, evcn where the moíl 
cnthufiaftic thought they liad gone far enough; 
which rafli and turbulent conduft raifed fuch a 
ítorm, as ihook the church he then adhercd to, 
to the very foundatíons.

This little fally into intolerancc, as it is a Tingle 
inftance, and vvith great provocation, ought by no 
means to be imputed to the principies of the qua- 
kers, confidering the ampie and humane latitudc 
they liare allowed in all other refpeéts. It was 
certainly a very right policv to encourage the im- 
portation of foreigners into Pennfylvania, as well 
as into our other colonies. By this we are great 
gainers, without any diminution of the inhabitants 
ó f Great Britain. But it has bcen frcqucntly ob- 
ferved, and, as it lliould feem, very juílly com- 
plained of, tliat they are left flill foreigners, and 
Ükely to continué fo for many generations; as they 
have fehools taughr, books printed, and cven the 
common news papers in tlieir own languagc; by 
which means, and as they poíTefs largo traéis of 
the countrv without anv intermixture of Ensíilh, 
there is no appearance of tlieir blending and be-

coming
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coming one people vvith us. This certainly is a 
great irregularity, and the greater, as tliefe foreign
ers, by their induílry, frugality, and a hard vvay 
of livir o, in which they greatly exceed our people, 
have, in a manner, thrufl: them out in feveral 
places ; fo as to threaten the colony with the dan- 
ger of being wholly l'oreign in language, manners, 
and perhaps even inclinations. In the ycar 1750, 
were imported into Pennfylvania and ¡ts dependen- 
ces, four thoufand tliree hundred and feventeen 
Germans, wheréas, o f Bricilli and Irifli but one 
thoufand arrived; a confiderable number, if it were 
not fo vaílly ovcrbalanced by that of the foreigners.

I do by no means tliink that this fort of tranf- 
plantations ought to be difeouraged ; I would only 
obferve, that the manner o f their fettlement ought 
to be otherwife regulated, and means foughtTto 
have them naturalized in reality.

The late t'roubles very unhappily reverfed 
the fyílem fo long purfued, and with fuch great 
fuccefs, in this part o f tlié world. The Pennlyl- 
vanians fuffered fcverely by the incurfions o f 
the favage Americans as well as their neighbours; 
but the quakers could not be prevailed upon*, 
by what did not direétly aífcft tliofc of their own 
communion (for they were out o f the way of 
nulchief in the more fettled parts;, to relinquifli 
their pacific principies; for which reafon, a con- 
íjderable oppofition, (in which, howcver, we muft 
do the quakers the juftice to obferve they were

I N A M E R I C A .



not unanimous) was made, both within their af- 
fembly and alio withouc doors, againfl granting 
any money co carry on the war; and the faine, or 
a inore vigorous oppofition, was made againfl; paíT- 
ing a militia bilí. A  bilí o f tliis kind has at length 
paíTed, but fcarccly fuch as the circumftances of 
the country, and the exigencies o f the times, re- 
quired. Ic may, perhaps, appear an error, to have 
placed fo great a part of the government in the 
liands o f men who hold opinions direólly contra- 
ry to its end and defign. As a peaceable, induf- 
trious, honeft pcople, the quakers cannot be too 
much cheriílied ; but furely they cannot themfelves 
complain tliat, when they valué themfelves upon 
non-refiílance, they fliould not be entruíled with 
cares fo oppofite to their principies *.

• Mr. Pcnn, when, for his fathcr’s fcrviccs, and by bis own 
interdi at court, he obtained the inheritancc of this country 
and its government, faw that he could make the grant of valué 
to him only, by rendering the country as agrccablc to all peo- 
plc, as cate and government could make it. T o this purpofe, 
lie bogan by purchafing the foil, at a very low rate indeed, froin 
the original pofTefi'ors, to whom it was of littlc ufe. By this 
cheap a£l of juftjce at the beginning, he made all liis dcalings 
for tiic future the more cafy, by prcpoflcfling the Indians with 
a favourablo opinión of him and his defigns. The otherpart 
o f his plan, which was, to pcople this country, after he had fe- 
curcd the poffeflion of it, he faw much facilitated by the unca- 
fincfs of his brethren the quakers in England, who, refufing 
to pay the tythcs and other church dues, fuílered a great deal 
from the fpiritual courts. Their high opinión of, and regard 
for the man, who was an honour to their ncw church, made

There.
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There are fo many good towns in the province 
o f Pennfylvama, «ven exceeding the capitals o f 
íbme other provinces, that nothing could excuíe 
pafiing them by, but Philadelphia’s drawing the 
attention wholly to itíelf. This city fiands 
upon a tongue o f land, immediately at the con- 
fluencc of two fine rivers, the Delaware and the

them tlie more rcady to follow him over the vaíl occan ímo an 
untried cliinate and country. Neither was he himfelf wanting 
in any thing which could cncouragc them. For he expended 
1 urge funis in tranfporting and finding them in all uecelfaric»; 
and, not aiming at a fudden profit, he difpofed of his Jand at 
a veiy light purchafc. But what crowncd all was, that noble 
charterof privileges, by which he rendered them as frec as any pco
ple in the world; and which has lince tlrawn fuch valí munbers, 
o f fo many diffeieut pcrfuafions and fuch varioits countrics, to 
put themfelves under the proteétion of his laws. He made the 
nuil perfect freedom, both religious and civil, the baila of this 
eftabliflunent; and tliis has done more towards the fcttlingof 
the province, and towards the fcttlingof it in a ílrong and per- 
manent manner, tlian the wifeft regulations could have done 
opon any other plan. All perfons who profefs to believe one 
God are freely tolerated; —  rlufc who believe in Jcfus Chriíl, 
o f whatever dcAomination, are not excludcd from employments 
and polis.

This great man lived to fee an extenfive country callcd after 
bis own ñame; he lived tb fee it pcopled by his own wifdom, 
the pcople frcc and fiourilhing, and the molí flouriíhing pcople 
in it of his own pcrfuaGon; he lived to Iav the foundations of 
a fplendid and wcalthy city; he lived lo it promife every 
thing from the fituation which he himfelf Rad chofen, and the 
enrouragement which he himfelf had giyen k. ; but be died in 
the Flect prifon.

Schulkü,



Schulkil. It is ilifpofcd in the form of an ob- 
long, dcfigned to extern! two miles from river to 
river; but the buildings do not extend above a 
mile and a half on the wcft fide of Delawarc in 
length, and not more rhan half a mile where the 
town is broadeft. The longcft ílretch, when the 
original plan can be fully executed, is to compofe 
eight parallel ílrcets, all of two miles in length: 
theíb are to be intcrfeiíted by íixteen others, each 
in length a mile, broad, fpacious, and even; with 
proper fpaccs left for the public buildings, churchcs, 
and market-placcs. In the centre is a fquare of 
ten acres, round which, moft of the public build- 
ings are difpofed. The two principal ílrcets of the 
city are each onc hundred feet wide, and moft of the 

, houfes have a fraall garden and orchard. From the 
rivers are cut feveral canals, equally agrceable and 
beneficial. The quays are fpacious and fine;- the 
principal one is two hundred feet wide, and to 
this a vefiel of five hundred tons may lay her 
broadfide. The warehoufes are large, numerous, 
and commodious, • and the docks for fliip-building 
cvery way well adapted to their purpofes. A great 
number o f veílclj have been built hete; twcnty 
have been upon the docks at a time. The city 
contains, exclufive of warehoufes and outhoufcs, 
about two thoufand houfes; moft of them of brick, 
and wcll built; — it is faid, there are feveral of them 
worth four or five thoufand pounds. The inhabi- 
tants are now about thirteen thoufand.
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There

There are in this city a great number of very 
wealthy merchants; which is no way ftirprifing, 
when onc confiders the great trade which it car
nes on with the Englilh, French, Spaniíh, and 
Dutch colonics in America; with the Azores, 
the Canarios, and the Madeira Iílands; with Great 
Britain and Ireland; with Spain, Portugal, and 
Holland; and the great profits which are made 
in many branches of this commerce, Bcfides the 
quantity of all kinds of the ¡ . iduce of this pro- 
vince, which is brought down the Rivers Dela- 
warc and Schulkil, (the former of which is navi- 
gable, for velléls of one fort or other, more thaq 
two hundred miles aboye Philadelphia) the Dutch 
employ between eight and nine thoufand waggons, 
drawn each by four horfes, in bringing the pro- 
du¿l oftheir farms tothis market, In theyear 1749, 
three hundred and three vefiels were cntered in- 
wards at this port, and two hundred and ninety? 
one cleared otitwards, There are, at the other 
ports of this province, cpftomrhoufe officers; but 
the foreign trade in thefc places is not worth. notice.

The city of Philadelphia, though, as it may be 
judged, is far from completeing the original plan, 
yet, fo far as it is built, is carried on conformably 
to it, and incrcafes in the number and beauty of 
its buildings cvery day; and as for the province, 
of which ibis city is the capital, there is no parí 
of Britiíh America in a more growing condition, 
In fome vears, more people have tranl'porrcd thcnv

Y ol, I, G  g  fe) ves
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felves into Pennfylvania than into all the other 
fettlements togethcr. In 1729, fix thoufand two 
hundred and eight pcrfons camc to fcttle licre, as 
paflengers or fervants, four fifths of whom at leaft 
ivcre from Ircland. In íhort, this province lias 
increafed ío greatly from the time o f its firft eila- 
bliíhment, that, whereas, lands were givcn by Mr. 
Penn, the founder of the colony, at the ratc of twen- 
ty pounds for a thoufand acres, referving only a 
íliilling every hundred acres for qtiit-rent, and 
this in fomc o f the belt iituated parts o f the pro- 
vince: yet now, at a great di dance from naviga- 
tion, land is granted at twclvc pounds the hundred 
acres, and a quit-rent of. four íliillings referved ; 
and the land which is near Philadelphia, rents for 
twcntv íhillings the acre. In many places, and 
at the diftance of feveral miles from that city, land 
fells for twenty years purchale.

The Pennfvlvanians are an induftrious and hardy 
pcoplc; they are molí of thcm fubftantial, rhough 
but a fevv o f the landed peoplc can be confidered 
as rich; but they are all well lodgcd, well fed, 

-and, for their condition, well ciad too; and this 
at the more cafy rate, as the inferior people ma- 
Jiufadlure moft o f their own wear, both linens 
and woollens. There are but few blacks, in all 
not the fortieth part of the peoplc of the province.

King Charles the Sccond’s patent o f the pro
vince of Pennfylvania is dated March 4, 1680, of 
which an abftradt is: “  To our trufty and well be-

loved

loved fubject, William Penn, Efq. fon and heir 
of Sir William Penn (deccaied) to reduce the fa- 
vage nations, by gentlc and juit manners, to the 
love of civil fociety and the chrillian religión 
(with regard ro the memory and mcrits of his 
late father, in divers fervices, particularly in the 
fea-fight againft the Dutch 1665, under the 
duke of York),to  tranfport an ampie colony 
towards enlarging the Engliíh empire and its 
trade, is granted all that track of land in Ame
rica, bounded eaílward on Delaware lliver from 
twelve miles northward of Newcaílle, to the forry 
third degreeof northern latitude,and to extend five 

: degrees in longitude trom the faid river; to 
; be bounded northerly by the beginning o f the 
: forty third degreeof northern latitude, andón the 
; fouth, by a circle drawn at twelve miles dií- 
1 tance from Newcaílle northward, and weftward 
: unto the beginning o f the fortieth degreé of north- 
1 ern latitude; and then by a llrait line weftward 
‘ to the limits of longitude abovementioned ; fav- 
‘ ino- to us and our fucceli'ors the allegiance andO
‘ fovcreignty, to be holden as of our caltle of 
« Windfor, in the county of Berks, paying for quit- 
‘  rent two buck-íkins to be deliwred to us year- 
c ly, in our caftle of Windfor, on the firft of Jan- 
‘ uary ; and the fifth of all gold and filver ore, 
‘ clear of all charges. Ercdted into a province and 

feignory, to be called Pennfylvania. 'I he faid 
'* William Penn, &c. and his licutenants, with the 

G g 2 “  aftent
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“  aflcnt of a majority of the freemcn or their d£* 
“  legates aííembled, to raife inoney for public ufes, 
“  to eftabliíh judgesj juftices, and other magif- 
“  trates; probate of wills and granting of adminif- 
“  trations included; to pardon or temit nll crimes 
“  and iffences committed within thc faid province* 
“  (treafon and wilful nlurder cxcepted) which* 
“  however, thcy may reprieve until the king’s 
“  pleafure beknowm The judges bv them confti* 
“  tuted to liold pleas as wcll criminal as civil, 
“  perfonah real, and mixed. Their laws to be con* 
“  fonant to real'on, and not repugnant to thc laws 
“  o f England, referving to lis, &c. a power to 
f‘ hear and determine lipón appcals. In all matters 
“  the laws of England to take place, where no 
M pofitive law of thc province appears. A  du* 
“  plicate o f all laws made in the province, ílial!, 
“  within five years, be tranfmitted to the privy» 
u council; and if, within íix months, being thero 
“  received, they be deemed inconfiftent wirh the 
“  prerogative or laws of England, they íhall be 
“  voidv A  licencc for our fubjedts to tranfport 
u themfelves and fámilies unto thc faid country. 
“  A übcrty to divide thc country into towns, hun- 
“  dreds, and countics, to incorpórate towns into bo* 
“  roughs and citics, and to conftitute fairs and mar- 
“  kets. A liberty of trade with all our other do- 
“  minions, paying the cullomarj' dutics. A  power 
“  to conftitute fea-ports and quaj'S, but to admit 
u  o f fuch ofikers as íhall, from time to time, be

“  appointed
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tc appointed by the commiftioncrs of our cuftoms, 
K The proprietors may rcceive fuch impofitions 
“  upon goods as the aflembly Ihall cnavíl. The 
b proprietors to appoint an agent or attorney to 
“  rcfide near the court in London, to anfwer for 
“  the default of the proprietors; and where da* 
“  mages are afeertained by any of our courts, if 

thefe damages are not made good within the 
fpace of one year, thc crown may refume the 

íc government, until fuch damages and penaltics are 
“  fatisfied, but without any detriment to the par- 
“  ticular owners or adventurers in the province* 
“  T o maintain no correfpondence with our ene* 

mies. A  power to purfue enemies and robbers 
“  even to death and to transfer property, and 
“  ercét manors, that may hold courts barón. And 
“  the crown íhall make no taxation or impo* 
“  fition in thc faid province, without the confent 
“  of the proprietary, or aflembly, or by aft of 
“  parliamcnt in England. Any inhabitants, to the 
“  number of twenty, may, by writing, apply to 
“  the biíhop of London for a preacher, or preach- 
fí ers.”

Befides thefe, and Mr. Penn’s charter o f liber- 
ties and prívilcges to thc people, therc were lome 
other fundamental laws agreed upon in England. 
[ ** Every refident who pays fcot and lot to the go
vernment, íhall be deemed a freeman capable of 
eledling and of being cledted. The provincial 
council and general aflembly to be fole judges in

the
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the eleftions of their refpedtive members. TVcrt* 
ty-four mcn for a grand jury of inqucft, and tvVelve 
for a petty jury, to be returned by the íhcriff. 
All pcrfons wrongfully imprifoned or profecuted 
at law, íhall have double damages againíl the 
informeror profccutor. Sevenyears pofl'eílion íhall 
give an unqucítionable right, excepting in cafes 
of lunatics, infants, marricd women, and pcrfons 
beyond the fea. A  public regiílcr eftabliíhed. 
The chartcr granted by William Penn to the in- 
habitants confirmed. All who acknowlcdge one 
Almighty God, íhall not be molellcd in their reli- 
gious perfuafions, in matters of faith and woríhip, 
and Ihall not be compcllcd to maintain or frequent 
any religious miniftry. Every firíl day of the weck 
Ihall be a day of reft. None of thcfe anieles íhall 
be altered without conlent of the governor or his 
deputy, and fix parts in leven of the freemen met 
in provincial council and general aflembly.” ] This 
ivas ligned and fealed by the governor and free
men or adventurers, in London, the fifth day of the 
third month, calledMay, 1682.

There were certain conditions agreed opon by 
the proprietor, and the adventurers and purchafers, 
July 11, 1681; for inflance,[“  Convenientroads and 
highways to be luid out before the dividend of acres 
to the purchafers. Land to be luid out to the 
purchafers and adventurers by lot. Every thou- 
fand acres to fettle one family. A ll dcalings with 
the Indians be to in public market.
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Alt

All difFerences between the planters and native 
Indians to be ended by fix planters and fix na- 
tives. Laws relating to immoraliry to be the 
fame as in Ensland. In clearine of land, one acre 
of trees to be left for every five acres, to preferve 
oak and mulberries foríhipping and filk 

“  None toleavethe province, without publication 
thereof in the márket-placc three wceks before” ]

By a new charter from the proprietary the fe- 
cond day of April, in 16S3, there are fome 
álterations made in his firíl charter, principally 
as to the numbers o f the provincial oouncil and 
allembly.

This charter, as inconvenicnt, was furrendered 
to Mr. Penn, in May, in the year 1700 by ftx 
fevenths of the freemen of the province and terri
torios, and a new charter granted. As this is now 
their ftanding charter, we íhall be more particu
lar. The preamble runs thus:

“  Whereas, king Charles II. granted to W il- 
“  liam Penn the property and government of the 
“  province of Pennfylvania, March 4, 1680; and 
“  the c!uk: of York granted to the luid Penn the 
“  property and government of a track o f land, ftow 
“  called the territories o f Penhfilvania, AugUÍj: 
“  24, 1683 : And whereas, the faid William Penn 
“  for the encouragement of the fettlers, did, in 
“  the year 1683, graut and confirm to the frec- 
“  men, by an inílrument intitled, The trame of 

the government, which .charter or frame
“ being
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« being found, in Tome part of it, not lo fuitable 
« to the prefent circumftances of the inhabitants, 
« was deüvercd up as above, and at the rcqucft 
« ofthe aflembly, anotherwas granted by the pro* 
“  prietary Mr. Penn, in purfuance ot the lights 
“  and powers granted him by the crown, confirm- 
« in" to all the inhabitants their former libcrties 
f‘ and privilegcs, fo taras in hittt licth. biitl, 
« No pcrfons who believe in one Almighty God, 
« and Uve pcaceably under the civil governmcnt, 
« thall be molefted in their rcligious perfuafions, 
“  ñor coinpcllcd to frequent or maintain any re* 
“  ligious woríhip contrary to their mind. That 
“  all perfons who profefs to believe in Jcfus Chrilt, 
“  are capablc of ferving the governmcnt in any 
“  capacity, thefe lblcmnly promifing, when re* 
“  quired, allegiancc to the crown, and fidelity to 
tt the proprietor and governor. Secopdly, That 
“  annually, upon the firft day of Oftobcr for ever, 
« there ihall an aflembly be chofen, to fit on the 
“  fourteenth day of the fame month, viz. four 
« pcrfons out of each county, or a greater num* 
tí i)Crj as the governor and all'embly may, from 
t‘  time to time, agrec, with all the powers and 
« privilegcs of an affembly, as is uf'ual in any of 
“  the king’s plantations in America; two thirds 

of the whole nnmbcr that ought to mcct fhall 
be a quorum; to lit upen their own adjourn* 

“ ments. Thirdly, The freemen at their mcct* 
t¿ in'i for cleCting reprefentatives to chufe flieriffs

°  “  and
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“  and coroncrs. The juítices in the refpecfive 
“  counties to nomínate clerks of the peace. Fourth- 
“  ly, The laws of the governmcnt ihall be in this 
“  ¿yle, [By the governor, with the confent and 
“  approbation of the freemen in general allémbly 
“  met.] Fifthly, No perfon to be licenfed by the 
<c governor to keep an ordinary or tavern but fuch 
“  as are recommended by the juífices of the coun- 
“  ty. S'ixthly, No alteration to be made in this 

charter without the confent of the governor and 
“  fixpartsof leven of the aflembly met. [SigncdWil- 
“  liam Penn at Philadelphia in Pennfylvania, Oc- 
“  robcr 28, 1701, and the twenty*firft year of my 
« governmcnt.] Notwithftanding any thing for- 
« merly alledging the province and territories to 
« join together in legiflation, Mr. Penn hereby 
« declares, that if at any time hereafter, within 
tt three years, their refpeclive aflemblics Ihall not 
tt ao-rce to join in legiflation, and ihall fignify the 
“  fame ti) me; in fuch cafe, the inhabitants of 
tt cach Qf the three counties of the province ihall 
“  not have lefs than etght reprefentatives, and the 
“  towft of Philadelphia, when incorporatcd, ihall 
“  have two reprefentatives. The inhabitants of 
“  cat-h county in the territories fliall have as many 
“  pcrfons to reprefent them in a diflinít aflembly 
“  for the territories, as ihall beby themrequefted. Pro- 
“  vince and territories fliall enjoy the fame ehar- 
“  ter, liberties and privileges.”

Vot.. I, H  h • The
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The report is probable, that Mr. Penn, bcfides 
his royal grant of rhe province o f Pennfylvania, 
had, morcover, a grant of the fame from the dukc 
of York, to obviate any pretence, that the pro
vince was comprehended in a formcr royal grant 
o f New Netherlands to the duke of York.

Mr. Pcnn’s firft charter conceflions, as we have 
already taken notice of, or form of government to 
the fettlers, conílituted a lcgiílature of three ne- 
gatives, viz. the governor and two diftinít houfes 
o f reprefentatives chofen by the frecmen; one 
called the provincial council of fcventy-two mem- 
bers, the othcr was called the provincial aíl'em- 
bly of two hundrcd members; the council had 
an cxorbitant power of exclufive deliberatinu-fc»
tipon, and preparing all bilis for the provincial 
aílémbly; the executive ]>art o f the government 
was entirely with them. The provincial aílcmblv, 
in the bilis to be enaéted, had no deliberativo pri- 
vilege, only a Yes or N o ; thefe numbers of pro
vincial council and provincial aílémbly feem to be . 
cxtravagantly large for an infant colonv. Perhaps 
he was of opinión with lome good politicians, that 
thcrc can be no general model of civil govern
ment ; but that the "inclinations, and numbers 
of various focieties muft be confulted and variouíly 
fettled:— a fmall fociety naturally requires the deli- 
beration and general confent of thrfr frecmen for 
taxation and legiílaturc ; when the fociety bccomes • 
roo numerous for luch univcrfal meetings, a re- 
prefentation or deputation from fevcral diftrifts is
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a more
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a more convenient and cafy adminiftration. His 
laft and prefcnt ftanding charter to the inhabitants 
of the province and territories of Pennfylvania, 
Oftober 28, 1701, runs into the othcr extreme. 
The council have no negative in the legillature, and 
only ferve as the proprietary’s council of advice 
to the proprietary’s governor. ¡0 1746 , by act of 
parliamcnt, the negativo of the board of aldernten 
in London, for certain reafons was abrogated. A 
council chofen by the people, to negative refolves 
of reprefentatives alfo appointed by the people, 
feems to be a whecl within a wheel, and incon- 
gruous; but a council appointed by the court of 
Great Britain as a negative, feems to be a good 
policy, by way of controul upon the excedes of 
the governor on the one hand, and of the people, 
by their reprefentatives, on the other hand.

The province of Pennfylvania fome years fince 
was mortgaged to Mr. Gee, and others, for fix 
thoufand fix hundred pounds fterling. In the year 
1713, Mr. Penn, by agreement, made over all 
his rights in Pennfylvania to the crown, in con- 
íideration of twelve thoufand pounds fterling ; but 
beforc the inftrument o f furrender was executed, 
he died apopleftic, and Pennfylvania ftill remains 
with the family of the Penns, who reap the ad- 
vantages which their firft founder took fo mueli 

pains to fccure. .

H h a O F
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Ic was in the rcign of Charles thc Firíl, that the 
lord Baltimore applied for a patent for a part of 
Virginia, and obtained, in 1632, a grant of a 
track of land upon Chefapcak bay, of abont one 
hundred and forty miles long, and an hundred 
and thirty broad, having Pennlylvania, then in the 
hands of thc Dutch, upon thc norrh, thc Atlantic 
Ocean upon thc eaft, and the river Potowmack 
upon thc fouth :— in honour of thc queen, he callcd 
this province Maryland.

His lordihip was a catholic, and had fornred 
his delign of making this fettlcmcnt, in order to 
enjoy a liberty o f conlcicncc, which though rhc 
government of England, was by no means dif- 
pofed to deny him ; yet thc rigour of the laws 
thrcatencd, in a "great meafure, to deprive him 
of, the feverity of which it was not in thc pow- 
er of thc court itfelf, at that time to relax.

The fcttlement of the colony coít thc lord Balti
more a large fum. It was made, under his aufpi- 
ces, by his brother, and about two hundred per- 
fons, Román catholics, and moft of thcm of good 
families. This fcttlement, at thc beginning, did 
not rr.eet wirh the famc diflicullics which embar- 
rafTed and retarded moft of thc others we had 
made. The people werc generally of the better 
lort; a propor fubordination was oblervcd amongft

them ;
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them ; and thc Indians gave and took fo little of- 
fence, that thcy ceded onc hall of their principal 
town, and fome time after, the whole ot it, to 
thefe fírangers. The Indian women taught ours 
how to makc bread of their corn; their men 
went out to hunt and fifh with the Englifh ; thcy 
aflifted them in the chace, and fold them thc 
game thcy took themfclves, for a triíling confide- 
ration; fo that the ncw fettlers had a fort of town 
ready built, ground ready cleared for their fubfit- 
tance, and no cncmy to harrafs them.

They livcd thus, without much trouble or fear, 
until fome ill-cÜfpofed perfons in \ irginia infinuated 
to thc Indians, that thc Baltimore colony had de- 
figns upon them; that thcy werc Spaniards and 
not Engliíhmen ; and fuch other idle ílories as 
they judged proper to fow thc feeds of fufpicion 
and enmity in the minds of thefe people. Upon 
the firll appcarance, that the malicc of the Vir- 
ginians had takcn efícd, thc new planters wcre not 
wanting to themfclves. They built a good fort 
with all expedition, and took every other nccef- 
fary meafure for their dcfence; but they continucd 
Ítiíl to treat the Indians with fo much kindnefs, 
that, partly by that, and partly by thc awc ot 
their arms, thc ill defigns of their enemies were 

defeated.
As the colony met with fo few obftruftions, 

and as the catholics in England were yet more 
fevcrcly treated, in proportion as thc court party

declined,



declined, numbers conílantly arrivcd to replcniíh 
thc fettlement, which thc lord proprietor omitted 
no care, and withheld no expence, to fupport and 
encourage; until the ufurpation overturncd the 
government at home, and deprived him of his 
rights abroad. Maryland remaincd undcr the go- 
vernors appointed by the parliament and by Crom- 
'vell until the reíloration, when lord Baltimore 
'vas re-inílated in his former poíTeffions, which he 
cultivated with his former wifdom, care, and mo- 
deration. No people could live in greater cale and 
fecurity ; and his lordíhip, willing that as many as 
poflible íhould enjoy the bencfits of his mild and 
cquitable adminiílration,' gave his confent to an aét 
o f affembly, which he had before promoted in his 
province, for allowing a frec and unlimitted tolcra- 
tion to all who profeíTed the ehriílian religión, of 
'vhatever dcnomination. This liberty, which was 
never in the lcaft inílancc violated, encouraged a 
great number, not only o f the church of England, 
but o f preíbyterians, quakcrs, and all kinds of 
diflenters, to fettle in Maryland, which before that 
time, was almoíl wholly in the liands of Román 
catholics.

It is faid, that king James called in qucflion 
this nobleman’s charter. In king William’s rime 
he was deprived of his jurifdiftton ; but the profits 
were (lili lefe to him ; and when his defeendants 
afterwards conformcd to the church of England, 
they were reftored to their rights and privilegcs as

fiilly
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fully as any other proprietors are indulged in 
them.

When, upon the revolution, power changcd 
hands in that province, the new men made but an 
indiíferent requital for the liberties and indulgences 
they had enjoved under the oíd adminiílration. 
They not only deprived the harmlefs catholics of all 
íhare in the government, but o f all the rights of 
freemen ; but they even adopted thc whole body 
of the penal laws of England againft them ; they 
are alvvays meditating new laws in the fame 
i'pirit, and they would undoubtedly go to the 
greatcíl lengths in this refpeft, if the moderation 
and góod fenfe of the government in England did 
not ict fome bounds to their bigotry, thinking 
very prudently that it were highly unjuft, and 
equally impolitic, to allow an afylum abroad to 
any religious perfuafions, which theyjudged it im- 
proper to tolérate at home, and then to deprive 
them of its protedlion, recolleéling and at the fame 
time, in thc various changes which our religión 
and government have undergone, which have in 
their turns rendered every fort of party and reli
gión obnoxious to thc reigning powers, that this 
American afylum, which has been admitted in the 
hotteíl times of perfecution at home, has proved 
ó f infinite fervice, not only to the prefent peace of 
England, but to the profpcrity of its commerce and 
the eílablilhraent of its power. Therc are a fort 
of men, who will not lee fo plain a truth ; and

they
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thcy are the perfons who would appear to contení! 
moft warmly for liberty ; but it is only a party li- 
b'erty for which they contend ; a liberty, which 
they would ftretch out one way only to contradi it 
in another ;— they are not aíhamed of ufing tlic 
very lame pretences for perfccúting others, that 
their enemies ufe for perfccúting them.

This colony, as for a long time it had wit'n 
Pennfylvania, the honour o f being unftained with 
any religious perfccútion, fo neither they ñor the 
Pcnnfvlvanians have cver, until very lately, bcen 
harrafled by the calamity of any war, offenfive or 
defcníivc, with their Indian ncighbours, with 
whom they always lived in the moft exemplary 
harmony, Indeed, in a war which the Indians 
made upon the colony of Virginia, by miftakc 
they made an incurfion into the bounds of Mary- 
land ; but they were fenfiblc of their miftake, and 
atoned for it. But later troubles have fince changcd 
every thing, and the Indians have been taught to 
laugh at their ancicnt alliances.

Maryland, likc Virginia, has no very confider- 
able town ; but Annapolis is the feat o f govern* 
ment, which is a fmall though beautifully fitu- 
atcil town, upon the river Severa.

I-Ierc is the feat of the governor, and the prin
cipal cuftom-houle collcction. The people of 
Maryland have the lame cftabliilted religión with 
thofe of Virginia, that of the church of England ; 
bqt Itere the clergy are prbvided for in a much
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more

more liberal manner, and they are the moft de
cent, and the beft of the clergy in North America. 
They export from Maryland the fame things in all 
refpedts, that they do from Virginia. Their tobác
eo is about forty thoufand hogíheads. The white 
inhabitants are about forty thoufand; the negroes 
upwards of fixty thoufand. •

O F  T H E  I N D I A N  N A T I O N S .

T H E  North-American natives are, m general, 
a wild and a faithlefs fet of men. Their manners 
are a complication of ill-chofen cuftoms, favage, 
ridiculous, and barbarous. Whatever forne may 
fay of their genius, it is ccrtainly not equal to that 
o f the inhabitants of our world; and America is, 
in this fenfe, juftly ftylcd the younger íifter of 
Europe. The pains taken to inftruét ihefe favages 
in the laws and religión, have been moftly 
thrown away, and fo bigotted are they to their own 
manner of living, that fome of them who have 
bcen regularly bred, eloathed, and educated, have 
thrown away their cloaths, run into the woods 
forfaken ibciety, and returned to their own bar
barous manners, preferring what they fooliíhly term- 
ed Liberty, among their favannahs and vaft forefts 
to all the benefits enjoyed in a well-ordercd ftate: 

From whcnce thefe people were originally de- 
rived wc have already offered fome conjetures. 
The French were very inquifitive about this matter, 

V ol. I. I i and ,
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íind abfolutely employed a civilized Indian in the 
bufinefs of cnquiring into it, who, after long 
travelling, and a variety o f advcnturcs, returncd, 
without being able thoroughly to fatisfy his cu- 
riofity, or that of his employers

é

* M. Le Page du Pratz, being cxtrcmcly defirous to inform 
himfelf of thc origin of tile American nations, was continual- 
ly cnquiring of the oíd Indians concerning it, and was at lalt 
fo fortúnate as to meet with an oíd man, belonging to the na- 
tion of the «Jazotts, called Moncacht-ape, who was a man of 
fenfe and genitis, and having been poflefled with the fanic curio- 
lity as himfelf, liad fpared no pains ñor fatigue, to gct inform- 
ation of the country from whence the Noith American nations 
carne. W ith this view he travcllcd from nation to nation, 
expeéting to difeover thc country from whence their fathers 
liad come, or to approach fo near it, as to get fomc furcr in- 
telligcnce and more particular traditions fonccrning their ori
gin. In this expedition, he fpent cight ycars, and M . Le 
Page du Pratz, having infinuatcd himfelf into his good graccs, 
by all forts of kindnefs, had from him thc following accoant.

“  Having loft my wife and cbildrcn, I refolved to travcl, 
“  in order to difeover our original country, notwitbflanding 
“  all the perfuafions of my parents and relations to the contrary.

“  I took my way by the high-grounds that are on thc caft- 
“  ern bank of thc river St. Louis, that I raight only have 
“  thc river Ouahachc to crofs, in order to juin the Illinois, 
“  at the villagc of Tamaroua, a coníidcrablc fettlcmcnt of thc 
“  Canadian Frcnch. As the grafs was fliort, I arrived there 
•** in a little time. I ffaycd there cight days to reft myfelf, 
“  and then cuntínued my route along the caltcrn bank of the 
“  fame river St. Louis, till I was a little above the place 
“  where thc River Miflouri falls into it.

“  I then inadc a raft of cañe* or recds, and erofled the vi- 
“  ver St. Louis, and when ! was near the oppofite fide. I fuf-

The
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The Efquimaux, (which is an Indian word lig- 

nifying an eater of raw-fleíh) are, of all Indians 
the fierceft, the moft mifchicvous, and untameable. 
By their beards thcy are thought originally to pro-

“  fered my raft to be carricd down thc ílream, till I cante to 
“  the conflux of the two rivers. Herc I had the plcafurc of 
“  fccing the rivers mix, and of obferving how clear tltc waters 
“  of the river St. Louis are, beforc thcy rcccivc thc muddy 
“  ftreams of the MilTouri. I landed herc, and travcllcd along 
“  thc north lide of thc Miffouii, for a grcat ntany days, till, 
ct at ]aiq l  came to the nation of the Miffburis:— with thcm I 
“  ftaycd a confiderablc time, not only to repofe myfelf aftec 
“  my fatigue, but alto to lcarn their language, which is fpokcn 
“  or underftood hy a grcat many nations. In this conntry 
« onc fcarcc fecs any thing but large meads, above aday’s jour- 
“  ney, and covcred with large cattle, The MiUouris feldom 
“  cat any thing but flelh;— tbey only cultívate as rauch maize 
“  as may ferve for a change, and prevent their being cloycd 
“  with bccf amígame, with which their country abounds. Dn- 
“  ring thc winter, which I fpent with thcm, tltc fnow fcll to

“  the depth of ftx fcct. #
« ¿\s foon aa thc winter was over, I refumed my joumey 

« aion£r thc banks of the Miflouri, and travellcd till I carne 
,0 the nation of the weft. There I was told, that it was a 

« long joumey to thc country, from whence both they and wc 
“  carne; that I muft yet travcl during thc fpace of a rnoon 
“  [a inonth] towanls thc fouree of thc Miflouri, that then I 
“  fhould turn to thc right, and go direétly north, and, at thc 
“  end ofafcw  days, I íhonld meet with another nver, which 
“  ran from caft to weft, quite contrary to thc coutfe of the 

Miflouri; then I might fall down this river at my cafe upon 
“  r.ifts, until I carne to the nation of thc Loutres, or Ottcrs, 
“  where I might retí, and rcccivc more ampie and particular 

“  intlrudious.
I i 2 ceed
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ceecl from Greenland, and tliey have fomething 
exceflively íhocking in their air and mien. Their 
ftature is advantagcous and their lkin is white, be- 
caufe they never go naked.— They \vear a kind of

“  In purfuance of thefe direélions, I travclled up the Mil* 
“  fouri, above a month, being afraid of turning off to thc right 
“  too foon : when one niglit after I liad kindled my fire, and 
“  was going to reft, I perceived fome fmokc at a dillancc, to» 
“  wards the place where thc fun fet; I immcdiatcly concliidcd 
“  that thls was a party of hunters, who propofed to pafs the 
“  night tlierc, and that prohably they might be of thc nation 
“  of thc Lotitrcs. I immcdiatcly made towards thcm, and 
“  fotmd about thirty men and fome women. They feemed to 
“  be furprifed, hut reccivcd me civilly cnough. W e could only 
<l underíland cach other by figns. After I had been with thcm 
“  thrce days, one of thc women being ncar her delivery, Ihe 
“  and her hníband left thc company, in order to return homc 
“  by thc caficft road, and took me along with thcm.

“  W c travcllcd yet up the Milfouri fcvcn eafy days journey, 
“  and t’ncn went direcUy north for five days, at thc end of 
“  which time we carne to a river of very fine, clcar water. 
“  When we carne to the place where the himtcrshad left their 
“  canoes, wc all thrce embarked in one of tlicni, and fcll down 
11 thc river till wc carne to their villagc. I was very wcll 
“  reccivcd by thcm, and foon fotmd that this was indeed thc 
“  nation of the Loutrcs, which I was in qucíl of. I fpent thc 
“  winter with them, and employcd myfclfin learning their lan-

gnage, which they told me was undcrllood by all the nations, 
“  which lay bctwcen thcm and the great water.

“  The winter was fcarccly ended, when I embarked in a eanoe 
“  with fome provifions, a pot to cook them, and fomething to 
“  lie on, and defeended the river, In a llttle time, I carne 
“  to a very fmall nation, whofe cliief happcning tobe lipón tha' 
V hauks, bluntiy dcinanded— Who aitthuu? What buliiuls hall
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ílvirt made of bladdcrs, or the inteftines of fifli, 
neatly fevved together; above this they wear a  

furtout made of abear’s, or fome other lkin, T o  
the íhirt is fixed a covvl or hood, which covers the

“  thou here with thy (liort haira? —  I told him my namewa»
“  Moncacht-ape, that I carne from the nation of the Loutrcs,
“  that though my hair was (hort, my hcart was good, and then 

hinted the defign of my journey. He replied, that though I 
“  might come from thc nation of the Loutres, lie faw plainly 
“  I was not one of that nation, and wondered at my fpeaking 
“  the language. I told him that I had leamed it of an oíd man, 
“  whofe ñame was Salt-tcar. He no fooner heard thc n3mc 
«« of Salt-tcar, who was one of his friends, than he invited me 
“  to ftay in his village as long as I woitld. Upon this I land- 
“  cd, and told him, that Salt-tcar had ordered me to fee an oíd 
“  man, whofe ñame was the Great Roebuck. 1  his happencd 
“  to be thc father of the chief: he ordered him to be callcd, 
“  and the oíd man reccivcd me as if I had been his own fon, 
“  and led me to his cottagc.

“  The next day he informed me of cvcry thing I wanted to 
t' know, and told me that I íhould be very hoípitably reccivcd 
“  by all the nations bctwcen thcm and thc great water, on 
“  telling thcm I was thc fricnd of thc Great Roebuck. I only 
“  ílayed two days longcr : I then put on board my canoc a flock 
“  of provifion, prepared from ccrtain fmall grains, lefs tlun 
“  French peafe, which aftbrd an cxcellcnt foo<l, and immcdiatc- 

ly embarked, and continucd to fail down the rivet, not ftay- 
“  ing above a day with cach nation I met with in my way.

“  The laft of thcfc nations is fcttlcd about a day’s joumey 
“  from the fea, and about the race of a man [ncar a lcaguc] 
“  from thc river. They live concealcd in the woods for fear 
“  of thc bearded men. I was reccivcd by thcm as if  I had 
“  been 011c of their own countrymcn. They are contiuually 
“  upon their guard, on account of thc bearded men, who do

head,
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head, and terminates in a tuft o f hair that hangs 
down over their forcheads:— their íhirt falls nolow- 
er than their loins, and their furtout hangs lower 
bchind; but that of thc woman defccnds to her

** all they can to carry off young pcoplc, without doubt, to 
“  makc thcm llaves. They told me thcfe bearded men wcrc 
“  whites, that they had a long black beard, which fcll down 
“  opon their bvealt, that their bodics wcrc thick and fliort, that 
“  their hcads wcrc large, and covercd with ftirffs, that they 
“  wcrc always cloathed, cvcn in thc hotteft feafons, and that 
“  their cloaths rcachcd to thc miikllc of their legs, which, as 
“  well as their feet, where alfo covercd with red or ycllow 
“  ftuífs; that their wcajions inadc a grcat noifc, and a great fíre, 
“  and that when they faw thc red men [thc natives] wcrc more 
“  numevous than thcmfelvcs, they retired to a grcat canoc [a 
“  fmall Ihip, without doubt] which contained about thirty of 
“  thcm. They added, that thcfc ftrangers cante from tlic place 
“  where thc fun fets [thc wcílj in queft of a foft ycllow wood, 
“  which yiclds a yellotv liquor of a fine fmell, and which dyea 
“  a fine yellow colour; and that obferving tiicy cante cvery ycar 
“  as foon as winter was over to fctch this wood, they had, ac- 
“  covding to thc advicc of onc of tlteir oíd men, cut down aml 
“  dcftroycd all thc trccs, fincc which tinte they had not been 
“  fo often troublcd with thc vifits of thcfc bearded men; bnt 
“  tltar they flill vifited cvery ycar two adjaccnt nations, who 
“  could not imitatc tlteir policy, bccaufc thc ycllow wood was 
“  thc only wood their country produccd; and that all the ncigh- 
“  bouring nations had agreed to arm and join together, thc 
“  approaching fummer, in order to deítroy thofe bearded men, at 
“  their next comitig, and rid thc country of thcat.

“  As I had fecn firc-amis, and was not afraid of thcm, and 
“  as the rotitc they purpofed to takc was tlte tvay to thc nación 
“  I was in queltof, they propoíing nty going along tvith thetn, 
“  I readily agtccd, and as foon as luininer carne, I matchcd

mid-leg;
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mid-leg; thc men wear breeches made of Ikins 
•with the hair inwards, and faced on the outfide 
with furs or ermine. They likewife wear purnps 
or íhocs, made of ikins, and boots of the fume '

“  with the warriors of this nation to the general rendezvous.
“  The bearded men carne later than ufual this year. While wc 
11 waited for thcm, thc natives Ihcwcd me thc place where they 
“  ufed to lay their grcat canoe [the Ihip.] It was be- 
“  twcen two high and long rocks, which formed the tnouth of 
“  a íhallow river, thc hanks whcreof werc covercd with yel- 
“  low wood. It was agreed to lie in arabuíh for thc bearded 
“  men, and that when they had landed,'and wcre bufy in cutting 
** the ycllow wood, wc íhould rife, furround them, and cut 
“  tltem oíf. A t the end of fcventccn days, two grcat canoes 
14 appearcd, and they cante to their ufual place betwecn the 
“  rocks. The firíl thing the bearded men did after their arriva!,
“  (for títere wcrc two men privatcly placed upon the rocks to 
“  obferve thcm) was to lili certain tvooden vcflcls with water.
“  At the end of thc fotirth day they armed and landed, and 
“  went to cut wood. They had no fooncr begun to cut than 
“  they wcre attackcd on all fides, but notwithftanding our ut- 
“  moft cfforts, tve killed but eleven, all the rell gained their 
“  littlc canoes, and fied to their grcat ones, which foon 
,£ launchcd into the great water, and difappeared.

“  Upon examining thc dead, I found them to be lefs than we 
“  are, and very white ; their bodies wcrc thick, and their heads 
“  large: about the middle of their hcad their hair was long.
•1 They wore no liats as you do, but had their heads bouud 
“  about with a great deal of fomc fort of ftuff; their cloaths 
« wcrc neither of wool ñor bark, but of fomething like your 
“  oíd íliirts, very foft and fine, and of difTerent colours, [(ilk 
“  without doubt.] The covcts o f  their legs and íeet werc all 
“  of a pie ce : I endeavoured to pul on «un; of thcm; but my

above
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above them, and, over thofe, other pumps and 
boots, with tlie hairy fule ahvays inwards, and 
tbey are fometimes íliod three or four times in that 
nianncr. Their weapons are arrows, pointed with

<

“  fcct «rere too large. O f the eleven that werc killed, only 
“  tvvo liad firc-arms, poivdci and bn.ll- I tried tliefe pitees, and 
“  fournl tlicy did not carry fo far as yours : their powxler ivas 
“  mixed of tlircc forts o f grain, large, middlc, aud fine ; but 
“  the large raade the greatclt part.

“  Thtfc were the remarks I mude upon the bearded men, afttr 
“  whieh, leaving the warriors with whom I carne, to retnm 
** borne, I joined thofe nations, who werc fcttlcd upon rhe 
“  coaft, farther towards tlie wcft; and ivc fblloived the courfe of 
“  the coaft, whieh is direélly bctwecn ibc nortli and the wcft. 
“  When ivc carne to their fettlctnents, I obferved that the days 
“  werc a grcat deal longcr than with us, atid the nights very 
“  íhort. I aíkcd them the reafon of it, but thcy could give me 
“  none. I refted with them a coníidcrablc time. Their oíd 
“  men told me that it was in vain for me to procccd any far- 
“  tlier. Thcy faid, that the coaft extended itfelf yet a great way 
“  betwcen the north and wcft; that it aftcrwards tnmed fliort to 
“  the weft, and having run, for a conftderable diltancc, in that 
“  direítion, it was cut by the fea direétly from north to fouth. 
“  One of them added, that, at loiv water, one might fée 
“  cafily rocks and fhalloivs in the channel, whieh had for- 
“  merly been dry land. Thcy all joined to difluade me from 
“  travelling any farther, aflitrihg me, that the countiy was coid 
“  and defert,* deftitute of animal» and inhabitants, and advifed 
“  me to rcturn to my own conntry. I accordingly took their 
“  adrice, and returned by the way that I carne.

“  Such is the account Moneaeht-ape gave of bis travels, 
“  M . Le Pagc du Pratz obfeivcs, that the good ienfe and

the
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the tecth of a fea-cow, or, when thcy can pro
cure it, with iron; thcy are very aftive, and all the 
fummer live in the open air, and in winter thcy 
lie promifcuouily in caverns. On the fouth of 
Hudfon’s Bav, béing the weftern part of Cañada, 
lies a vaft track of unknown countries, inhabited 
by nations to whieh wc are ílrangers. The Frcnch 
mención the MatalTins, the Mofonis, the Cluifti- 
naux, and Aílniiboils. T. lie latter have a dialeiít 
of their own, and are thought to inhabit a very 
diftant country; the other three fpeak the Algon- 
ciuiu language. The Chriftinaux live to the north- 
ward of Lakc Superior. The Indians in the neigh- 
bourhood of the River Bourbon, and thofe on the 
lliver St. Tercia, differ intirely in their language; 
but it is faid, that a hundred leagues from the 
rnouth of chis river, it is unnavigablc for fifty 
more; but that a paíTage is found by means o f 
rivers and lakes whieh fall into it, and that afrer- 
wards it runs through the middle of a very fine 
country, whieh continúes as far as the lake oí the

« and probity of the man, left him but littlc room to 
“  doubt of the truth o f ¡t. He alfo thinks it probable that the 
“  bearded men are the inhabitants of fomc iftes in the neigh- 
»< lourhood of Japan. 1 he diltancc, in a ftiait linc, fiom the 
«C Yazous to tlic fartheft nation Moncaeht-ape vifited, upon the 
“  flioros of the novth-weftern occan, aceording to tlic belt efti- 
«  mate M . du Piatz could niakc, from the number of his days 
“  journeys, and vate of travelling, feems to be aboat a liundred 

“  leagues.'”
Y o l . I. K k  AOin.boils,
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Affiniboils, from whcnce the river takes its rife. 
TKofc Indians are extremcly fuperítitious, and, like 
thc orher Indians of Cañada ;— they have notions 
of a good and an evil genius; and believe the fun 
to be the great divinity of the vvorld. They have 
even a fpecies of facrifices, and when they delibé
rate upón any matter of importance, their councils 
are attended vvith fcveral folemnities. They afleni- 
ble at tlie houfe or cabin of fomc of their chiefs by 
break o f dav, and the maíter of it, after lighting 
his pipe, prefents it thrce times to the riíing fun ; 
he then turns it vvith both his hands, from the 
eaft towards the weft, and invokes thc favour of the 
deity. Theíe nations, though various and diílindt 
from each other, generally go under the ñame of 
Savannois, becaufe of thc lavannahs, or low lying 
grounds, which they inhabir.

The Savannois are often at war vvith a kind of 
Indians, inhabiting the banks of the Daniíh River 
and the Sca-vvolf River, to the north of Hudfon’s 
Bay, which go by the ñame of Flat-fided D o gs; 
but it is obferved, that fuch vvars are not attended ' 
vvith thole circumftances o f horror and cruelty asa- 
monft the other Canadians, for they are contented 
vvith kceping one another’s captives in prifon. The 
Savannois have a notionof a fu tu re fíate; they think 
that a man vvho dies oíd, is born again in the other 
vvorld at the age of a fucking child, and that if a 
man goes young out of che world, vvhcn he arrives at

the

the country o f fouls, he becomes oíd. Either 
their natural indolencc, or the barrennefs of their 
country, renders the life o f the Savannois fo mifera- 
blc, that when their huntíng feafon is over, they 
are deftitute of provifions, and fomc have even 
faid that they eat their own fpecies. Their 
doctrine of tranfmigration has a very íingular 
eífeít, for when a man grovvs oíd, fo as to be a 
burden both to himfelf and his family, he 
fixes a ropc about his neck, and prefents the 
two extremities o f it to thc fon . he loves beft, 
vvho inftantly ftrangles him vvith the utmoft ala- 
crity. The fon-in-lavv is obligcd to live vvith 
the fathcr-in-lavv in a kind of fervitude till he has 
children; and their marriages are alvvays made 
vvith thc confent of their parents. They burn their 
dead bodies, and, after vvrapping thc aílies in the 
bark of a tree, they bury thcm in the ground, 
and raife a monument to thc deeeafed, to which 
they affix tobáceo, and if he vvas a hunter, his 
bow and arrovvs; for, vvith all the barbarians in 
almoft every part of the globc, they believe that 
the deeeafed are fond of the fame enjoyments in 
thc next vvorld, that gave them delight in this. 
The charafter of a hunter is vvith them equaj to 
that of a warrior, and the candidatc’ takes a de- 
grec in it much in thc nature of that of thcan- 
cicnt knights errant. T o  qualify himfelf for this 
degree, the candidate’s face nulft be painted vvith 
black, and for thrce days he mufl taíle nothing; a 
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feaft is thcn prcparcd, and a morid of eath oí 
the animáis, commonly thc tongue and muzzlc, 
which on othcr occafions is the perquiíite oí' the 
hunter himfclf, is ofFered up as a ílicrifice to the 
great fpiiit. As to tKe charafter of tholc Indians, 
thcy are faid to be a difintereftcd kind of people  ̂

and to líate lying.
In all the vaft extent of Cañada, there are bnt 

three radical or mother tongues, the Sioux, Ah 
gonquin and Hurón. As to the firít, it is impoflible 
to fay how far it extends; and neither the French 
ñor Englilli are much acquainted with thofe who 
fpeak it. In their manner of Ufe, all ive know 
is that thcy greatly refemble thc Tártars ; for 
they wander froin place to place, but gencrally 
dwell in meadows, under large tenis of wcll 
wrought íkins.— Their food is wild oats, and the 
fleíh of the buñalo. It is thoughr, by their fitua- 
tion, and their roving difpofition, as wcll as thc 
commcrce they carry on, that the Sioux, which 
ñame is a contraftiou o f thc word Nadocceflioux, 
know more than any other people of rhe weftcrn 
parts of North America, to which the Europeans 
are fíill lo.much ftrangers. Thcy cut ofl' the 
t‘ps of their nofc<=, and part of thc fkin upon the 
rop of their heads, and fome imagine that thcy 
greatly refemble the Chinefc in their acccnt and 
language. Beforc thc lroquois forced thc Hurons 
and Outawas to take refuge amongft thc Sioux, 
thc latter tvere a harmlefs people ; and though thc

mod
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moft populous of all the Indian nations, till tney 
bccame warlike by their intercourfe with thofe two 
people, they knew little oí the ufe oí arms.

The Afliniboils inhabit thc borders of a lake of 
that ñame, of which the Europeans know very little. 
This, perhaps, is the reafon why fo many wonders 
are reported of it. Probably it is the refervoir or 
íource of thc greateít rivers and lakes 111 Nortli 
America ; but it is certain that it is next to inac- 
cellible by reafon of the mountains and woods 
which fuiround i t ; though its circumfcrence is 
fix hundred lcagucs. Though it lies to the north- 
weíl of Lake Superior, the climate is faid to be 
mild. The nativos report that men are fettled in 
their neighbourhood, rcfembling Europeans, and 
in a country where gold and filver is put to the 
moft common ufes, but all thcfe ftorics are very 
uncertain. As to thc Afliniboils themfelvcs, they 
are remarkably phlcgmatic; and in this they difícr 
from their neighbours the Chriflinaux, who are 
the moíl voladle and talkative of all the indians, 
being perpetually dancing and finging. The Af- 
fmiboils are great travcllers, formed for fatigue, tall

and robuft in their peí lons.
By an acquaintance with the Algonquin and Hu

rón languages, a perfon may travel one thoufand 
five hundred leagues in this country without an in- 
terpreter •, for though he may vifit above one hun
dred diflerent nations, each of which has a parti
cular idiom, yet hq can make himfclt undcrftood
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by all ; and eveñ amongft the Indians o f New 
England ánd Virginia. Towards the north of the 
iíland of Montreal the country is thinly pcopled; 
but a few villages belonging to the oíd inhabitants 
are (lili to be met with. Mention is made, parti- 
cularly, o f the Nipiflings, fo called from a lake 
o f that ñame, who are the defeendants of the 
Algonquins, and ftill p re fe r ve the purity of that 
language. As to the Outawas, rhough formerly 
a numerous natío», few of them are now to be 
met with. The French cítabliíhed fome pofts on 
the banks of Lake Superior, where they carried on 
trade with the Chriflinaux and Afliniboils. In 
íhorr, a traveller can know very littlc o f rhis 
country frdm the obfervations he may make in 
bis jóumcys. He may wander over thoufands of 
miles on the banks of the fineít lakcs and riyers 
in the world, without meeting with a human 
crcature ; and thofe he docs meet, are gene- 
rally fo (tupid, fo cruel, fo barbarous or íhy, as 
fcarcely to deferve that denominatioh. rl'he few Al- 
gonquin nations (lili to l>e fecn appcar to be void 
o f all notions of agriculturc, and llibíiít upon 
fiíhing and hunting; and thefe dailv decreafe in 
populoufnefs, though they allow themfelves a plu- 
rality of wiVes. Few or none of their nations 
cóntain above fix thoufand people, and many.of 
them not tvvo thouíánd.

The Indians to the fouthward of the river Sr. 
F.aurencc, as far as Virginia, fpeak the Hurón

language,
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language, though it is certain, a ujfTerent dia
le s  is ufed in almoft eyery, village ; eyen 
the five nations or cantons, which form the Iro- 
quois commonwealth,. have each a difierent pro- 
nunciation. It is obfervc<¿l, that the tluee radi
cal languages wc have mentioned ha\c annexcd 
to them three different original properties. The 
Sioux, fo far as the Europeans are acquainted 
with it, is rather a hifling than an articulation of 
words. The Hurón language has great encrgy, 
pathos, and clevation. Thc^ mUTionarics do not 
even fcruple to compare it with the fineft language 
that is known. Many have furmifed, that it has 
a comnion origin with the Grcek tonguc, and 
that words of a (imilar found and fignification 
occur in both. This, if truc, would bid fair to 
derive the Iroquois antl the Hurons from the 
Celts, whofe language ivas the mother of the 
Greek; buttheAlgon(piin tonguc cxcels thatof the 
Hurons in fmoothnefs and degancc. There is 
an evident partiality in the French miffionaries, in 
favour of the Hurón natío». According to them, 
the truc Hurons, who are callcd Tionnonatcz, and 
who appear to have been a prcrogadvc tribe 
amonglt thofe Indians, have an hereditary chief- 
tainíhip anfwering to the European royalty, and 
their pólice and form of government is more ra- 
tional and regular than thofe of the other Indian 
nations, who likcwife fall fliort ot them in foiti- 
fying and improving their land, and in their

buildingSt



buildings. They did not admit of polygamyj 
and yct they wcre more popüloüs than any of 
their neighbouring tribcs, and they were in every 
rcfpcdt more focial and bettcr poliíhcd than their 
neighbours.— But in vain have all Europcan au- 
thors fearched for the maxims, and even the forms 
by which thefe pcople govern themfelves. The 
truc Hurons are now reduced to two rrfiddling 
villages at a grcat diílance from each other, and 
yet they govern the councils of all the Indian na- 
tions round them. But, notwithílanding all that 
the French fay of jthis favourite race, they leem to 
have becn inferior in war to the Iroquois; and 
this makes it neceflary to give- fome account of 
thofe two nations immediatcly before the French 
fettlcmcnt at Quebcc ; for, as they have no hifto- 
rical monuments, we cannot be cxpedted to give 
any certain accounts o f them till near that period.

Somc years before the time we fpeak of, the Iro- 
quois had rnade a Icague with the Algonquins, 
who poflbfled great tracks of land near Que- 
bec, poífibly from Tadouflác to the lakc Nipiífing, 
and all along the north íhore of the river St. Lau- 
rence. The Algonquins had no rivals in all North 
America, as hunters and warriors, the only two 
manly chaxafters that thofe barbarians have any 
idea of. In the alliance bctwc n bofe two peoplc 
the Algonquins were obliged to protect the Iro- 
quois from all invaders, and to lee them have a 
íltare of their venifon. The Iroquois, on the other
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h'and, were to pay a tribute out of the culture of 
the earth to their allies, and to perform for them 
all the labours of agriculture and the menial du
des, fuch as flaying the gamc, curing the fleíh, 
and drefiing the íkins. By this compromife it is 
plairi, that the Algonquin nation had the poft of 
honour; but the Iroquois at lajt carne to be piqued 
at the fmall eftcem in which they thought their 
neighbours held them. By degrees they aflociated 
in the hunting matches and warlike expeditions of 
the Algonquins, who, at firft, were far from hav- 
intr any jealoufy of them ; but, in procefsof time, 
the Iroquois began to faney themfelves as well 
qualified as the Algonquins were, both lor war and 
hunting. One winter, a large detachmcnt of both 
the nations went out a hunting, and when they 
thought they had fecured a vaft quantity of gante, 
fix young Algonquins, and as man'' Iroquois were 
fent out to begin the ílaughter. The Algonquins 
by this time, probably, had bccome a little jealous 
of their aífociates, and, upon feeing a few clks, 
Wanted them to go back, on pretence that the Iro- 
quois would have employment fufficient in flaying 
the game they íhould kill. The fix Algonquins, 
howcver, afrer threc days hunting, killcd nono, 
on which the Iroquois exulted, and in a day or 
two they privately fet out to hunt by themfelves, 
heing provokcd by the reproachcs ol the Algon
quins for their infcriority. The Algonquins find- 
ing the Iroquois gone. and feeing them at night 

Vol. I. L 1 return



rcturnladen with gamc, conceivedfo violentahatred 
againít them, that, beforc morning, they butehered 
all the Iroquois who wcre in the expedition. This 
bloody maflacre was the cfTeél o f that capricious 
jealoufy o f which thofe barbarians in general are 
fo fufceptiblc. In vain did the Iroquois demand 
fatisfaétion, for they receivcd nothing but infults; 
fo great was the contempt the Algonquins had for 
them. Exafperated by this treatment, and yet 
afraid to try rheir ílrength with the Algonquins, 
they ítiíled rheir refentment; and to enurc them- 
felvcs to war, they fell upon other lefs powerful 
nations, till, in a íliort time, they became fo well 
praétifed in the art of blood, (for war it ought not 
to be callcd) that they thought themfelves a match 
for the Algonquins, and fell upon them with a 
fury, which fhcwed as if  they could be fatiated 
with nothing lefs than the extermination o f the 
Algonquin race.

The Hurons could not be neutral; for their 
country was environed by thofe of the two belli- 
gerent powers ; they thereforc took part with the 
Algonquins, and the war was carried on, on the 
part o f the exafperated Iroquois, with diabolical 
fury. The Iroquois, it is truc, were generally 
viétorious: but no quarter being given on either 
fide, the war threatened an utter extinftion of all 
the thrce nations. Amongft thofe barbarians no 
vittory can be deciíive : for the numbers in which 
they fight, are íeldoni above threc or four hun-

dred
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dred on a fide, and every thing being done by fur- 
prife, the inhabitants of a whole village, even of 
the conquering party, may be cut oft all at once. 
Bloodíhed and lofifes ferve only to exafperate them, 
and the viétors feek death and dauger at fuch dif- 
tances from their own homes, that conqucft itfclf is 
fure to diminiíh their numbers. It is at this pe- 
riod of time, that we are properly to take up 
the hiftory of Cañada, which begins with its firft 
difcovery, while thofe wars bctween the Iroquois, 
the Algonquins, which wc have fpoken of, and 
Hurons wcre raging.

And here we think it proper to fubjoin the de- 
feription given by father Marquette, a French wrí- 
ter of the tribe of Indians, known by the ñame of 
Illinois, who differ in many refpe&s from the 
Iroquois and other nations of North America; —  
and with this account wc iludí conclude the fec- 

tion.
The word Illinois, in their language, fignl- 

fies men, as if they íliould look upon the other 
favages as beafts; and, truly, it may be confeíTed, 
that they are not altogether in the wrong, for 
they have more humanity than moít ot the other 
Indian nations, and alio differ from them in many 
of the cuítoms and manners which they adopt.

They are divided into fcveral villagea, whercof 
fomc are remóte from thofe that I have fecn, they 
cali them Perouarca. But as they live fo tar 
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one from the other, their language ¡s alio very 
difFercnt: however, it is a dialedl of the Algon- 
quin, and chele latter ace able to underítand 
what they fay, and to converfe with them. They 
are good-natured men, tragable and eafy. They 
kcep feveral Avives, and yet they are cxceedingly 
jealous; they obferve with great care their be- 
haviour, and if they find them in any fault as to 
their chaftity, they cut their nofes and ears; and 
there are fevera! o f them, who carry upon their 
faces thefe marks o f their infidelity.

Tile Illinois are very avqII íhaped, and very 
dextrous. They are good marks-men with their 
arrows and fmall guns, with which they are fup- 
plied by the favages, and have a commercc with 
the Europeans. I his makes them formidable to 
other nations, inhabiting to the weftward, who 
ha\e no arms. The Illinois knowing how much 
thefe are frighted at the noife of their guns, make 
excuríions very far to the weftward, and being 
ílases from thcnce, which they barter xvith other 
Indians for the commoditics they svant. Thofc 
nations are altogerher ignorant o f iron tools, and 
their knives, axes, and other inílrüménts, are made 
of-flints, and other íharp ílones. Wlien the lili, 

.nois go upon any expedition, the Avhole village 
muíl have notice of ir, and therefore they ufe to 
make an out-cry at the door o f their huts the 
cvening before they go, and the morning they 
are to fet out. Their captains are diílinguiflicd

from
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from the foldiers by certain fcarffs, made with the 
hair of bears, or Aviíd oxen, that are curioufly 
vvrought. They have abundance of game; and 
their foil is ib fertile, that their Indian corn feldom 
fails, and therefore they feldom fuffer by famme. 
They fow beans and rnclons, Avhich are excellent, and 
efpccially thofc Avhofe feed is red.

Their cabins are very l a r g e t h e y  are made, 
covered, and paved, with mats of maríh ruíhes. 
Their diíhes are of Avood, but their fpoons are made 
With the bones of the íkulls of Avild oxen, which 
they cut fo as to render them very convenient to 
eat their fagamite, or pottage. They have phyli- 
cians, toAvards Avhom they are very liberal svhen 
they are fick, thinking that the operation of the 
remedies they take, is proportionable to the prefents 
they make to thofe Avho have preferibed them. Tliey 
have no other cloaths but the íkins of beaíls. By 
an extraordinary fuperftition, fome of the Illinois 
and Nadonefians AA-ear Avomen’s apparel. Whcn 
they have taken the fame, which they do in their 
youth, they never leave it off; and certainly there 
muíl be fome myftery inth is matter; for they never 
marry, and Avork in the cabins with Avomen, 
which other men think it below them to do. They 
may go, hoAvever, to the Avars; but they muíl 
ufe only a club, and not boA\rs and arrows, A\hi ch 

are fir, as they fay, only for men. ’I hey afliíl at 
all the fuperílitions of their jugglers, and their 
folemn dances in honour of the Calumet, at which
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thcy may fing, buc it ís not Iawful for thcm to 
dance. They are callcd to their councils, and 
nothing is detcrmined without their advice; for 
bccauie of their extraordinary way o f living, they 
aregeneraily looked upon as greatand incomparable 
genii.

The Calumet, is the moít extraordinary thingío 
thc world. The feeptres of our kiñgs are not íó 
much refpe&ed; for thc favages have fuch a de- 
fcrence for this pipe, that thcyfeemtothink it thegod 
o f peacc, and war, and thc arbiter o f life and death. 
One, with this Calumet, may venture among his 
cnemies and in thc hotteíl engagements, the)' lay 
down their arms before the facrcd pipe. Their 
Calumet of peacc is different from that o f war. 
They make ufe o f thc former to leal their allianccs 
and treaties, to travcl with fafety, and rcceive ítran- 
gers; and the other is to proclaim war. It is made 
oí a red ftonc, likc our marble; thc head is like 
our common tobáceo pijies, but large?; and it is 
fíxed to a hollow rced to hold it for fmoaking. 
They adorn it with fine feathers o f feveral colours, ' 
and they callcd it the Calumet of the fun, to whom 
they prefent ir, efpecially when they want a chango 
of wcathcr, thinking that that planet can have 
no lefs refpcft for it than men have, and thereforc 
that they íhall obtain their defires. They daré not 
walh themfelves in rivtrs in thc beginning o f the 
fummer, or talle the ncw íruit of trccs, before
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they have danccd the calumet, which they do in 
thc following manner:

This dance of the calumet is a folemn ccremony 
amongft the favages, which they perforan upon 
important occafions, to confirm an alliancc, or 
to make pcace with their neighbours. They ufe it 
alfo to entertain any nation that comes to vific 
them; and, in this cafe, wc may confider it as their 
hall. They perforan it in winter time in their 
cabins, and in open fields in the fummer. They 
chufe for this purpofe, a fet place among trees, to 
íhelrer themfelves againft the hcat of the fun, and 
lay in thc middle a large mat as a carpet, fet- 
ting upon it the god of the chief of the company 
who give the ball; for every one has his peculiar 
god, whom they cali manitoa: it is fometimes a 
ílone, a bird, a ferpent, or any thing elfe that they 
dream o f in their íleep; for they think that this 
manitoa will profper their undertakings, as fiíhing, 
hunting, and other enterprifes. T o  the right of 
their manitoa, they place the calumet, as their grcat 
deitv, making round about it, a kind of trophy 
With their arms. AU things being thus def- 
pofed, and the hour of dancing coming on, thofe 
who are to fing takc the moft honourable feati 
ünder the lliade of the trecs, or the green arbours 
they make, in cafe the trees be not thick enough to 
lliade them. Every body fits down afterwards 
round about, as they come, having firll of all 
feluted the manitoa, which they do by blowing

the
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the fmoke o f their tobáceo upon it; aftcrvrards 
cvery one of the company, in his turn, takes the 
calumet, and, Holding it with both his hands, dan
ces with it, following the cadenee o f the fongs.

This preludium being over, he who is to begin 
the dance appears in the middlc of the aíícmbly, 
and, having taken the calumet, prefents it to the 
fun, as if he would invite him to fmoke; then he 
inoves it into an infinite number of poftures, fome- 
times laying it near the ground, then ftretching its 
wings as if he would makc it fly, and then pre- 
fenting it to the fpeélators, who fmoke with it one 
after another, dancing all the while. This is the 
firft feene of this favage ball. The íecond is a 
fight with vocal and inítrumcntal mufle (for they 
llave a kind of drum, whích agrees pretty well 
with the voices). The perfon who dances with tlie 
calumet, gives a fignal to one of their warriors, 
who takes a bow and arrows with an axe, from the 
trophics already mentioned, and fights the other, 
who defends himfelf with the calumet alone, both 
o f them dancing qll the while. The fight being 
over, he who holds the calumet makes a fpeech, 
wherein he gives an account of the battles he has 
fought, and the prifoners he has taken, and then 
receives a gown, or fome other prefent from the 
chief of the ball: he then gives the calumet to 
another, who having afted his part, delivers it to 
a third, and fo to all the others, till the calumet 
returns to the captain, w lio prefents it to the natioa

invited

264 B II IjT I 3 H E M P I R E

invited unto the fcaft, as a mark ot their friendíhip, 
and a confivmation of their alliances.

Such is the account of the ccremonics of thcfc 
people, which, for their oddity, we thought 
worth prefenting to the reader, and with which 
we íhall conclude, for the prefent, our account of the 
Indian nations inhabiting North America, and pro- 
ceed to fpeak of the Frcnch fettlcment of Cañada, 
now, both by conqueít and ceffion, bccome a pro- 
vincc of the Britilh empire.

O F  C A N A D A .

C A B O T ,  the famous Italian adventurer, who 
íuilcd under a commiífion from Hcnry the Se- 
venth of England, was the firll who dilcovered that 
vaft extent of country, that now goes under the 
ñame of Cañada; but the irugal maxims of that 
prince, probably, hindered his making any regular 
fettlcment there. The dilcovery, however, took air, 
and we find the French fiíliir.g for cod on the 
banks of Newfoundland, and along the fca-coaít 
of Cañada, in the beginning of the fixteenth cen- 
tury. Nay, about the year 1506, 011c Denys, a 
Frenchman, drew a map ot the Gulph of St. Lau- 
rence, and within about two years, Aubert, a 
Ihip-mafter of Dicppc, carricd over to h ranee 
fome of the natives ol Cañada. Sonic time after, 
the Spaniíh concjuelts in South America began to 
makc a grcat no'ife all over Europe; but the difeo- 

Vot.. I. M  m very

I N A M E 11 I CJA.



vcry of this ncw country not pi'omifing the fame 
amazing mines o f gold and filver that Perú and 
México containcd, the Frcnch, for fome years, 
feem to have entirely neglefted it. Francis I. 
o f Frunce, a fenfible and enterprifing prince, at 
Jaíl, in the year 1523, fent four íhips, under the 
command o f Verazani, a Florentine, to profccute 
difeoveries in that country. W e are in the dark 
as to the particulars of Verazani’s iirft expedition. 
All we know is, that he returned to Flanee, and 
the next year he undertook a fecond, in which he 
touched at the iíland of Madeira, from whence he 
direfted his courfe to the American coaft. In ap- 
proaching it, he met with a violent ftorm; but 
carne fo ncar the coaft, that he faw the natives on 
ihore, and could difeern thcm making friendíy 
ligns inviting him to land. This being found im- 
piaéticable, by reafon of the furf upoh the coaft, 
one o f the failors thrcw himfelf into the fea; but, 
endeavouring to fvvim back to the íhip, a furge 
thrcw him on Ihore, without figns of life. He was, 
howevcr, treated by the natives with fuch care and 
humanity, that he rccovercd his ftrength, and was 
fuffered to fwim back to the íhip, which immedi- 
ately returned to France; and this is all that is 
known o f Verazani’s fecond voyage. After this, 
he embarked on the third expedition, but was 
no more heard o f ; and it is thought that he and 
all his company pcrílhed before he could form 
any colonv.
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Though
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Though Cañada gave the French no aflurance of 
gold, filver, or diamond mines, yet they knew 
cnough of the country to be fenfible of the vaft 
importance to which it might arrive. Not difcou- 
raged, therefore, by Verazani’s want of fuccefs, 
one Jaques Cartier, a native of St. Malo, in April,
1 c u  fet fail, under a commiffion from the T rench 
kingT and, on the tcnth of May following, he ar- 
rived at Cape Bonavifta in Newfoundland. He 
had with him two fmall Ihips, contaimng one 
hundred and twenty-two men, and he cruiied 
along the coaft of Newfoundland, on which he 
difeerned inhabitants, probably the Efquunaux, m 
the drefs we have deferibed. But though he found 
many commodious liarbours, yet the land was fo 
uninviting, and the climate fo coid, that he lee 
fail for the gulph, and entered the Bay of Cha- 
leurs, or Heats, as he called it, on account of the 
fultry weather he then met with. This bay is
by fome called Spanilh Bay. Leaving it, ^ticr 
landed at feveral other places along the coaft ot 
the eulph, and took poflcflion of the country tu 
the ñame of his mottChriffian m a)efly-a cheap 
method of ohtaining dom inión.-Returnm g to 
France, that monarch, upon his report, in 153^, 
gave him a commiffion, and fent him out with a 
íarge forcé. After meeting with vanous ftorms 
and feparations, the three ihips he had with him 
rcndczvoufed in the gulph ; but he was compcllec

by a tempeft to take refuge in the P01t: 0 ‘ *
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N ¡cholas. From thencc he failed, on the tenth o f 
Auguft, and gave the gulph the ñame of St. Lau- 
rence, from his entenng it on the day of that feíli- 
va l; and the river now retains the lame ñame. 
Paíling by the illc of Anticofli, to which he gave 
the ñame of Alíiimption, he failed up the river Sa- 
guenay, and anchored by a l’mall illand to which he 
gave the ñame of Coudrcs, or Hazels, from the num- 
bers of thofe trees growing upon it. Retnrning 
from rhcnce, and procceding up the river St. 
Laurencc, he carne to an illand fo full of vines, 
that he called it the iíle of Bacchus; but it now 
goes by the ñame of Orleans. He had, the laft 
time he was in Cañada, the precaution to carry 
two Americans with him to France, wherc they 
learned as much of the language. as enabled them 
to lerve for iníerpreters betwcen him and their coun- 
ti i mcn. Sading up a imall river, he had an inter
view with an Indian chief called Donnacona, and 
he then hcard of an Indian tówn, called Hochela- 
3a» which was, as it were, the metrópolis of the 
whole eountry, lying on an illand, now known by 
me ñame of Montreal, provided with fome kind of 
paüíhdoes, and ether works ftifficient to defend it 
ngalnft a fudden attack. The inhabitants proba- 
blv were the Hurons, whom we have already men- 
t.rned, and they treated Cartier and his at- 
tM’tlants with an equal degree of hofpitality and 
allondhment at tneir perlbns, drels, and acc.outrc- 
Tnerit.». r íe had at this time with him only onc 
■ fp.’p, and two long boats, having left the red at
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St. Croix, to which he returned, and theic fpent 
the vvinter, which proved fo fevere, that he and his 
people muft have pcriíhed of the feurvy, had they 
not, by the advice of the natives, made ufe oi a 
decoftion of the bark and tops of the whitc pine. 
Cartier was ungenerous enough to kidnap his In- 
dian friend, Donnacona, and to carry him, in the 
fpring, to France. But, notbeing able to produce 
gold and filver, all he faid about the utiliy oí the 
fettlement, and the fruitfulncfs of the eountry was 
defpiled by the public; fo that in the ycar 1540, 
he was obligcd to ferve as pilot to monficur de Ilo- 
berval, who was by the Frcnch king appointed 
viceroy of Cañada, and who failed from Funce 
with five veffels. Arriving in the Gulph of St. 
Laurencc, they built a fort, and Robcrval left Car
tier to cómmand a garrifon in it, and went back iu 
pcrl'on to France, from whence he returned with 
additional rccruits to his ncw fettlement. 1 le after* 
wards failed up the river St. Laurencc, as far as that 
of Saguenay, wherc, by means of a Portugucfe, 
he endeavoured, but in vain, to findout a north- 
weít paíl'age to the Eaft Indies. The exped.tions 
and captivity of Frandsl. for fbmc time, d.verred 
the attention o f the French from improvmg this

fettlement; but in 1549» Robcrval and his bur° ' 
ther, of whom wc have a greatchai-aft.ee, with a 
numerous train of adventurers, embaíked fm tic  
river St. Laurencc, and ucver were heard o

I N A M E R I C A .  269

more.
This



This fatal accident difcouragcd thc public, and 
governmcnt of France fo grcatly, that for fifty 
years no meafures wcre takcn for fupplying the 
French fcttlcrs that ftill remaincd in Cañada. At 
Taft, Henry IV. appointed the marquis de la Roche, 
a Bretón gendeman, lieutenant-gencral of Cañada, 
Hochelaga, Newfoundland, Labrador, and thc 
bay and river of St. Laurence. This gentleman 
fét fail in a fhip from France, in thc ycar 1598, 
and landed on thc lile of Sable, which lies about 
fifty ícagues to the fouth-eaft of Cape Bretón, and 
ihirty-five eaftward of Canfo. The marquis abfurdly 
thought this to be a proper place for eretting a 
fétrlcmcnt but no place could be more unfit for it 
than this was, being fmall, and without any port. 
producing nothing but briars. It is narrovv, and 
has the fhape of a bovv. In the middle of it 
is a lake about fue leagues in compafs, and the 
lile itfelf is about ten. It has a fand-bank at each 
end, onc of which runs north-eaft and by eaíl, and 
the other fouth-eaft. It has fand-hills, which may 
be feen leven or eight leagues ofF. The hiftory 
of the fettlers contains the hiftory of this ex- 
pedition. The marquis, after cruifing for fome 
time on thc coaft of Nova Scoria, returned to 
France, without being able to carry rhem off the 
miferablc ifland; and' therc he died of grief for 
having loft all his intereft at that court. As for 
his wrctchcd colon;, they muft ha ve pcrillicd had 
not a French fhip been wreckcd upon thc ifland, 
and a fcw fheep driven upon it at the fame rime.

W ith
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With the boards of the wrcck they ereéted huts ; 
with the fheep they fupported nature, and when 
they had eat them up they lived on fifli; but their 
cloaths wearing out, they made coats of leals-íkins, 
and in this mifcrable condition they fpent léven 
years, when Henry IV. ordered Chctodel, who 
had been pilot to La Roche to bring them to 
France. Chetodel found only twelve of them 
alive, and when he returned, Henry had the cuiio- 
fity to fee them in their feal-íkin dreíTcs ; and their 
appearance moved him- l"o much, that he ordered 
them a general pardon for their offcnces, and gave 
each of them fifty crowns to begin the world with

anew.
Though La Roche’s patent had been very ampie 

and exclufive, yet prívate adventurers had ftill tra- 
ded to the river St. Laurence, without any notice 
being takcn of them by the governmcnt. Amongft 
others was onc Pontgravé, a merchant ol St. Malo, 
who had made fcveral trading voyages for furs to 
Tadoullñc. Upon thedcath o f La Roche, his pa
tent was renewed in favour of Chauvin, a command- 
der in the French navy, and he put himfelf under 
the dircétion of Pontgravé. In the ycar 1600, 
Chauvin, attended by him, made a vovage to 
Tadouflác, where he left fome of his people, 
and returned with a very gainful quantity ol íurs 
to France. Next year he renewed the fame voyage 
with thc like good fortune, but he died while he
was preparing for the third. I lie many fpecimens

■- • of
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o f profit to bemacle by the Canadian trade, liad lcd 
thc French to think favourably o f i t ; and de Chatte, 
the govemor of Dieppe, fucceeded Chauvin, as 
governor o f Cañada. De Chatte’s fcheme feems to 
have becn, to have carried on that trade vvith France 
by a company of Ronen merchants and adventu- 
rers. An armament for this purpofe vvas accord- 
jngly equipped, and the command of it givcn to 
Pontgravé, with powers to extend his difcoveries 
up the River St. Laurence. Pontgravé with his 
fquadron íailcd in 1603, having in his company 
Samuel Champlain, afterwards the famous founder 
of Quebcc, who liad becn a captain in the navy, 
and was a man of parts and fpirit. Arriving at 
Tadouflac they left tlieir lliips there, and in a long- 
boat thcy proceeded up the river as far as the Falls 
of St. Loiiis, and then returned to France. By 
this time de Chatte was dead, and was fucceeded in 
his patent by thc Sieur De Monts, whofe commif- 
fion for an cxclufive fur-trade extended from forty 
to fifty-five degrees of north latitude, that is, from 
Virginia almoíl to the top of Hudfon’s Bay. He 
liad likcwife the power of granting lands as far as 
forty-fix; and being lieutcnant-gcneral of that 
whole extenfive province, it may be faid that it 
was at his difpofal. The French merchants were 
now fowellrcconciled tothe Canadian trade, that De 
Monts ivas foon cnablcd to form a company more 
confiderable than any that had yet undertaken it, 
and who refolvcd to avail tliemfelves ot their ex- 

clufive patent. Wjttt
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W ith this view they fitted out fouríliips: De 

Monts in perfon took the command of two of them, 
and was attended by Champlain, and a gentleman 
called Pontrincourt, with a number o f volunteer 
adventurers. Another of the íhips was deítined 
to carry on the tur-trade at Tadouílac, and the 
fourth was given to Pontgravé, who, after touch- 
ing at Canfo, in Nova Scotia, wasorderedto fcour 
thc fea betvveen Cape Bretón and St. John’s Iíland ; 
and to clear it of all interlopcrs. It was on the 
feventcenth of March, 1614, when De Monts, fail- 
ed from Havre de Grace, and, touchingat Acadia: 
he títere confifcated thc Níghtingalc, an interlop- 
ing veíTel which he found in the harbour.
----- He then ftecrcd towards another haven,
Which he called Mutton-haven, on account of a 
ílteep that tumbled over board there, and where 
he rcmained for a rnonth. Champlain was all 
this while in a long-boat in fearch, of a proper 
fituation for a fettlemcnt, and at laft he pitchcd 
upon a little iíland which he called by the ñame of 
L ’iíle de St. Croix, about twenty leagues to the 
Weíhvard o f St. John’s River, and about half a 
league in circumfercncc. Fie was followed to this 
iíland by M. De Monts; but it foon appeared that 
they had made a very injudicious choice of a fitua
tion for a fettlement; for though the corn they 
lowed there produced very fine crops, and though 
they had becn very lyccelsiul in clearing the 
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ground, tliey found thcmfelvcs, whcn winter carne 
on, without frelh water, without wood for firing, 
and, to crown their misfortunes, without freíh 
provifions. T o fave themfelves tlie trouble of bring- 
ing freíh water t'rom thc continent, many of the 
ncw fettlcrs drank melted fnow, which filled the 
littlc colony with difeafes, particularly the feurvy, 
and fwept many of'them off. Thofe inconvenien- 
ces determined De Mont9 to remove his fettlement 
to Port Iloyal, which has fincc been called An- 
napolis Royal, and which, during the winter, liad 
been difeovered by Champlain. By this time, 
Pontgravé was returned to St. Croix from France; 
and found that colony almoít ruined, but agreed 
with De Monts in fettling at Port Royal. Pontrin- 
court was fo much enamoured of this new fitua- 
tion, that De Monts, in virtue of his commifíion, 
made it over to him, and appointed him, at the 
fame time, to be his lieutenant-gcneral, upon Pon- 
trincourt’s propofing to fend for all his family to fet- 
tlc at Port Royal. De Monts then returned to 
France, where matters liad taken a turn iiQtr at 
all in his favour; for the French court began to 
think they had gone upon very miílaken maxims 
in the exclufive privilege that had been granted 
him. The mafters of the fiíhing vcfléls, the beft 
trade which France then had, made the miniftry 
fenfiblethat De Monts, on pretcnce o f preventing 
the trading with thc natives, kept them from the 
neceíTaries fit lbr filhing, and that they were upon

the
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thepoint of abandoning the fifhcries; upon vhich  
De Monts’s patent va s revoked, though ten years 
of it were ftill to run. This did not damp De 
Monts; he entered into new engagements with 
Pontrincourt, who vas then likewife in Francc, 
and the latter again failed for America, in an arm- 
ed vefl'cl from Rochelle in 1606. By the time thcy 
had arrived at Canfo, the fcttlcment at Port Boyal, 
vhich had been left to the carc ol Pontgrave, v a s  
rcduccd to fuch difficulties, that he vas obliged 
to re-imbark all the inhabitants but evo, vhom  
he left to take care of the effefts he could not car- 
ry off. Before he left the bay of Fundy, he heard 
of Pontrincourt’s arrival at Canfo, upon vhich 
he returned to Port lloyal, vhere the other ar
rived about the fame time. The relicf vh ich  
Pontrincourt brought to his inrant colon), carne 
fo feafonably that it again held up its head; but 
its profperity vas, in a great meafurc, oving to 
the fpirit and abilities of Le Carbot, a I’ tench lav- 
yer, who, partly from friendíhip to Pontrincourt, 
and partly through curiofity, had made this voy- 
a.e. A t this time, Pontgrave, the ableft man by 
i  of any concerned in the projedt, had refigncd 
his command, and all concerns with Pontrincourt; 
aml De Monts, who had fomewhat retrievcd lns
affairs, abandoned all connexion v ith  Acad.a, and
v a s  applying himfclf tothe fur-trade at Tadoullac.
His company, who never had forfaken him, htra
out t\V0 íhips, vhich failed for theBivcr St. Lau- 
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rcnce in the fpring of the year 1608. The fur- 
trade was now become very confiderable, and the 
eompany, which was moftly compofed o f St. Malo 
merchants, throve e$ceedingly; but De Monts, 
finding their intcrclls were hurt by his rcmaiñing 
at their head, entirely withdrew from the afiócia- 
tion; upon which the company was re-inftated in 
their priviiegcs, and the ufe which they made of 
thcm, was for their prívate emolument.

Very different were the views of Champlain, 
wh&, altor examining all the molí promifing places 
in Acadia, and on the river St. Laurence, at lalt 
chole Quebec to fettle in. He arrived there on the 
thirdof July, 1608, and, after building fomc bar- 
racks for lodgings for his pcople, he began to clear 
the ground wherc they fowed wheat and rye, which 
produced valí returns. Champlain then went back 
turned to France, but revifited his colony in 1610, 
and found thc-m in a healthful, profperous condi
ción. It was at this time that the Iroquois bade 
l'air to extermínate the Algonquins, and the Hu- 
rons, in whofe country Quebec was fituated, and 
whó, in hopes of the French afliilancc, were ex- 
tremely complaifant to the new fettlers. Champ
lain, on the other hand, did not-fail to give thcm 
all the cncouragement they could defirc, and fup- 

1 plied them with provifions when the hunting fea- 
•fon \\ as over, and when they were reduced to the 
greateíl diftrefs. The Hurons, in the fpringof the 
year 1610, with their aflbeiates, prepared to rakc

the
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the field, and Champlain, ignorant of the great 
powcr and fiercencfs of their enemies, was perfuad- 
ed to join with them. This ílep was impolitic 
in Champlain, who did not forefec that, inílcad 
of humbling the Iroquois, and uniting all the I11- 
dians of that contiftent with France, he was for- 
cing the Iroquois to throw themfelves under the 
protettion of the Engliíh and Dutch. I le cm- 
barked on the River Sorel, then callcd the River 
of the Iroquois, with his allics; but after advanc- 
ing up it for about fifteen lcagues, he was ítop- 
ped by the Fall of Chambly, and forced to fend 
back his chaloup to Quebec. Though he had 
been aíTured that this Fall would ftop his chaloup, 
he continued to march, attended only by two French- 
men, who refufed to lcave him. Having carried 
their canoes over the bearing places, as they are 
called, they launched them again above the Fall, 
and then he purfued their voyage through a lakc, to 
which he gave his own ñame, which it ílill re- 
tains, and wherc the River Sorel ends. They 
aftenvards found a fecond fall at the farther end at 
the communication with Lake Sacramcnt.

During this voyage, Champlain received gieat 
pleafure from the promifing appearancc ot the 
iílands by which he had paíled, but was íhocked 
by the fuperftitions of his new allies, and the im- 
pofitions of their fpiritual jugglers. One of thofe 
always attends upon their armies, and co\ eiing 
himfelf up with íkins, from thcncc he emits various

founds,



íounds, but fuch a s ' do ñor refemble human, and 
which he pretcnds come from the god of war. 
The fame jugglers pretend to the fpirit of divina- 
tion ; and whcn Champlain ufed to reproach them 
for their repcated failurcs, in what they had fore- 
told, they had always fome e’xcuíc ready. The 
tricks o f thofe mountebanks, however, were at- 
tended with one ven* bad efíeft, that they infpired 
their votaries with a fpirit o f rafhnefs and care- 
Icfinefs, by generally prediéting to them good fuc- 
cefs.

Upen tfic borders of the Lakc Sacrament ílood 
the Iroquois it barde array, though the Hurons 
thought to have furpriíed them in their village. 
It being then late, it was agreed, on both fieles, 
to defer the battle till next moming. Champlain 
ín the meantime, attended by a party o f his fa- 
vages, and his two Frenchmen, withdrew to a 
neighbouring w ood; Ib that the Iroquois, who 
were m number about two nundred, léeing but a 
handful of their enemies, made themfelves fure of 
viftory. They were commanded by three chiefs, 
who were diftinguiihed by larger plumos of feathers 
on their heads, than thofe the others wore, and 
were pointed out by the Hurons to Champlain, 
who, as foon as the battle bogan, ifiiteil with his 
party out o f his rotreat, and, with the firlt dif- 
chargc of his ftrelock, killcd two of their chiefs, 
and dangeronlly wounded the third. The confter- 
nation and aftoniíhment of the Iroquois at the ap- 

, pea ranee
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pearance of Champlain with his two companions, 
as well as at the report and execution of his iire- 
arms, was inexpreflible; and, while he was rccharg- 
ing his muíkct, his two coropanions having kill- 
ed fome more o f the Iroquois with theirs, the ene- 
my fcll ¡nto a total rout, and íled as faft as they 
could beforc the viclorious allics, who killed fome, 
and took others priíbners. The allies then, hav- 
ing none killcd, and only fourteen or fifteen wound- 
ed, fdl upon the fpoils of the field, confiñing of 
fome maize, which they devoured, and it provecí 
a very feafonable relief to them, their own pro- 
vifions being now entirely exhaufted.

As amongít thofe barbarians, the conquerors, as 
Well as the conquered, make their retreat witli 
al] the difpatch they can, the viftor Hurons, af-
ter travelling about eight lcagucs, ftoppcd and inti- 
mated to one of their captivos, that he muít dic by 
tlie fame cruel torments that his nation had lo 
often inflidted upon their brethren, who had fall
en into their hands. Champlain ílrongly remon- 
ftrated againíl this inhumanity; but all he could 
gain, eirher by bis authority, or bis intreaties, 
Was, that he íhould be maíler of the captive s late, 
upon which lie iinmediately íhot him dead. The 
vi&ors then opened the body, threw the bcrwels 
into the lakc, cut ofl the head, the arms, and 
legs, but without rouching the trunk, though bc- 
fore they have bcen faid to feed upon it. The 

’ French fay, they kepr the fcalp, and cut the heart
in

I N  A M E R I C A .  279



B R I T I S H  E M P I R Ea S o

in picces, which they forcee! the prifoners to eat in 
fmall pieces; but that thc brother of thc deceafed, 
who was amongft the captives, fpit out his part 
after it had been crammed into his mouth. The 
nations of the allies, in this expedition, were the 
Algonquins, the Hurons, and thc Montagncz. 
The firlf remained at Quebec; the fecond retrcat- 
cd to their own country, and the laíl to TadouíTac, 
where they were jo ’med by Champlain. As they 
approached that village, they tied the fcalps tolong 
poles, as the fignals of their triumph. Their t  o
rnen no fooner faw them tlian they thrcw them- 
felves into thc river, fwam to their canoes, and 
feizing upon the fcalps, ,hung them round their 
nccks by way of ornament. They oífered one to 
Champlain, but he refufed it, and they made him 
a prefent o f fomc bows and arrows, which they 
had taken from thc enemy, and which they begged 
him to prefent to the French king, he being now 
upon his rcturn to France.

Champlain, not mecting with a íhip at Tadouf- 
liic, rcturned to Quebec, from whence he and 
Pontgravé once more embarked for France, leav- 
ing the command of their promifing colony to Pc- 
ter Chauvin. They waited upon his uioft Chrillian 
majeíly at Fontainbleau ; and then it was that Ca
ñada rcceived thc ñame of New France, by which 
the French afterwards affeéted to diftinguiíh it. 
T w o merchants, Le Gendre and Collier, chiefs of 
the company, foon procured two new íhips for

Chain*

Champlain and Pontgravé, and, embarking on the 
feventh of March, 1610, they arrived the twenty- 
íixth of April at TadouíTac. Thcre they put them- 
felvcs at the head of thc Montagncz, and proceed- 
ing up to Quebec, the allies again marching to the 
river Sorel, which was the place of rendezvous: 
but when Champlain arrived there, he was not 
joined by near fo many Indians as he expedíed; 
and he was there obliged to abandon his chaloup. 
Tío fooner was he landed than all his Indians dif- 
perfed, and he was left alone with four Frcnch- 
men, the red of the crew remaining to guard his 
chaloup. H e began to be diftreíled by the fvvam- 
pinefs of the ground over which he was obliged 
to march, and the continual bitings of the gnats 
and vermin that infefted thc air, when one of his 
favages carne running, to tell him that his allies 
were engaged with their enemies. Upon this he 
quickened his pace, and foon found t at the Hurons 
and Algonquins, having attackcd their enemies in 
their intrenchmcnts, had mctwith a repulí;; but he 
and his party being reinforced by feven French- 
men, made fo furious an attack, that alnioft all 
the Iroquois were killed or taken prifoners. W hile 
the viftor Indians were exercifing their cruclties 
upon the vanquilhed, Champlain requeíled his al
lies to give him one of the Iroquois captives, 
which thay did. He likewife prevailed upon them 
to receive a Frcnchman into their fociety, that he 
nji'ght learn their language, and to fend a young 

V o u  I. O  q Hurón
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Hurón to France, in order to i'cc that kingdom, 
that he might makc a favourable report of the 
femé to his friends añil countrymen upon his 
return.

Henry IV. being dead by this time, by De Mont’s 
advice, Champlain applied to Charles of Bourbon, 
count of Soiíl'ons, to be the father of New France, 
an honour which that prince readily accepted of, 
and, having obtained a proper commiflion from 
the ciuecn-regcnt, lie nominated Champlain to be 
his licutenant with unlimited powers. The count 
dying loon after, the government of Cañada, or 
New France, devolved lipón the prince of Conde, 
who continued Champlain in his government. 
Some commcrcial diflerences that happcned amongít 
the company detained Champlain in France all the 
year 16 12 ; and, on the fixth o f March, 1613, he 
embarked on board a veílel commanded by Pont* 
grave, for Qucbec, beforc which place he landed 
on the feventh of May. Thcy found the Quebec 
colony in fo thriving a ibate that they immcdiatcly 
proceeded up to Montreal, and foon after Cham
plain rcturned to France with Ponrgrave. But 
in 1615, he formed fome new engagements 
with the merchants of París, Rouen, and Ro- 
chclle ; which were confirmed by the prince of 
Conde, who had now afiiimed the title of viccroy 
of New France.

Champlain, leavingthe Recollctts, wenttoMont- 
vcal, where he had another interview with his favage

allies,
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allies, and undertook to hcad thern in a third expe- 
dition againíl the Iroipiois. By this conduct he 
made himfclf eheap in the eyes of the Indians; 
but fo ítrong was his propenfity to aiítion, that he 
left Carón, onc of the llecollea: fathers, who had 
attended him, with the Hurons, and took their 
promife that the)- would not ict out on their expe- 
dition, till his return irom Qucbec, uhithei he 
was callcd by fome bufmefs.

This Carón was a thorough cnthufiart, and af- 
pired to the crown of martyrdom. The favages 
regarded Champlain fo little, that they fet out 
for Montreal beforc he rcturned from Quebec, and 
carricd Carón with thcm and lome other í  rench- 
men. Champlain difpatching his bufmefs at Quc
bec, rcturned to Montreal with two French- 
men, and was there joined by ten moreof his coun
trymen, that had been brought by Carón from Quc
bec, but found no Hurons. Though the difre- 
gard íhcwn him by the favages might have cxcufed 
Champlain from fulfilling his engagements, yer, 
pretending to be grcatly concerned about Carón, 
he proceeded to the Hurón village, where he met 
with his allies. Being now at the hcad of about 
twelve Frcnchmcn, beiides father Carón, who. 
thirftcd to ihed the blood of unbelievers, he thought 
himfclf invincible, and fetting out at the hcad of 
his allies, found his enemies intrenched in a fort, 
of no mean confiruétion ior defence, with rrees 
cut down to block up the pafláges to it. Cliam- 
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plam immediately led his party to the allault, but 
\\ as repulfed with lols. He endeavoured to fet 
fire to the fort; but the Iroquois forefeeing that, 
had provided plenty of water, whicb extinguiíhed 
the llames. He then conílruíled a kind of a. 
Vooden fiage, to overlook the building, fo as that 
his mufqueteers being placed on it, might fire 
down upo» the enemy. Before this cxpedient took 
effeéV, he was woundcd in the leg and knee, which 
ítruck the favages with fo much dejéction, that 
they refufed to follow him ; and he was obliged to 
abandon the attack with lofs indced, but with- 
out being purfued or lofing a man in his retreat, 
which continued for fivc and twenty leagues, the 
favages carrying their wounded all that wáy upon 
hurdles.

After Champlain was cured o f his wounds, he 
demanded the guides that hadbeen promifed him, to 
rc-condu&him to Quebec; butthey weredenied him 
in the haríheft manner, and he was therefore oblig
ed to fpcnd the winter amongft the favages. He 
then made the beft ufe he could of his time. He 
vifited all the Hurón villages, and penetrated into 
thofe of the Algonquins, as far as the lake Nepif- 
fing; and as foon as the river became navigable, 
having engaged lome Hurons to be faithful to him, 
he fecretly embarked with thcm, and arrived at 
Quebec, with father Carón, on the eleventh o f 
July, 16 16. Both o f them were received with 
the greateft jov, and having Raid there for a

month,
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month, Champlain, the fuperior of the mifiion, 
and Carón, took íhipping for France, leaving only 
two of the Recollc&s, 13 Olbeau, and Dupleílj s, 

in New France.
During his abfence, his Indinn alües giving vent 

to the fuípicions they entertained of the Frcnch 
intentions, formed a delign of cutting the throats 
of all the French who were amongft them. 
Champlain had fettled at Trois Rivieres a fmall 
Frcnch colony, and two of them were murdered 
by the natives, who afiembled, to the number of 
eight hundred, ncar that place, to carry their bloody 
intentions into cxecution. Champlain, returnmg 
from France, demanded to have the murderers 
o f the two Frcnchmen delivered up to him. One 
o f them was fent, and along with him a quantity 
of furs to cover the dead, which is an ludían ex- 
preflion for making fatisfadlion for murder; and 
he was obliged to put up with that kind of 
atonement. In the year 1620, the prince of Conde 
fold the vice-royalty of New France to his brother- 
¡n-law, the maríhal Montmorcnci, who continued 
he in his lieutenaney, but intrufted all the 
other aflairs of Cañada to M. Dolu. Champlain 
then carried his family over to New France, wherc 
they arrived in the month of May ; and fo greatly 
was the company abufed, that at Tadouífac, he 
found traders from llochclle, not only trafficking 
with the favages, but bargaining with them forfire-

ams.
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arms, the moft pernicious commcrce that could be 
introduced, for the colony.— In thc year 1621, thc 
Iroquois afiembled in three bodics, being deter- 
mined, if pofliblc, to extermínate thc French from 
amongftthem; perhaps not more'from any refentment 
againft them, than to gratify that vindictive fpirit 
which they entertained againft the Algonquins and 
the Hurons. One o f thofe bodics attackcd thc 
pafs at the Falls of St. Louis, but were repulfed; 
lome of them were killcd, and others íied, carry- 
ing with them Poulain, a French Reeolleét. The 
French, in vain, endeavoured to refcuc h im ; but 
they gave one of their captivos liberty to re- 
pair to his countrymcn, and to propofe to ex- 
change the Recolleít for one of thc Iroquois chiefs, 
who had bcen made prifoner. The captivo arríved 
at thc Iroquois village, juft as the fire was prepared, 
for putting the Recollect to a miferable death ; 
but the terms he propofed were acceptcd of, and 
thc exchange was made. The fecond body of the 
Iroquois went down in thirty capóes to attack the 
convcnt of the Recolleas near Quebec; büt find- 
ing thc enterprife too házardous, they tell 11 pon a 
party of the Hurons in the neighbourhood, and, 
making fomc prifouers, they burned. them. The re 
is no account of what be'came of the. thlrd body. 
Champláin, at this time, rcceivéd a letter from bis 
moft cfiriíÚan majeíly, highiv approvíng of bis 
conduCl, and coníirming him in his command ; 
wKtle the vice-rov, by another letter, exhorted film
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to do all the fcrvicc he could to the new pa- 

tentecs.
The wholc colony at Quebec did not cxcecd 

the number of fifty perfons, men, women, and chil- 
dren ¡ but an eftabliíhmcnt liad bcen formed at 
Trois Rivicres, and a briík trade continued to be 
tarried on at Tadouífac. —  The Hurons, at this 
time, notwithftanding all the fervices Champlain 
fiad done them, began to fufpeft thc views of the 
French upon their habitations, and to bate them 
even worfe than they did the Iroquois, whom they 
invited to ]oin thcin iu un «ittcrnpt to exterminute 
the French fcttlers ¡n their common country. 
Champlain, having undoubted intelligence of their 
defign, difpatched father Carón and two other 
millionaries, to keep thc Hurons firm to their alli- 
ance with the French ; but not trufting to this mif- 
fion, lie built the fort of Quebec, all of ftone, for 
the befter proteótion o f bis colony. No fooncr 
was it finiíhed, than his voladle humour, to thc 
amazement of the colonifts, led him back to 
Frunce, to which, at the fume time, he carried his 
family. From w henee a body of fivejefuits was 
fent, under thc conduól of illiam de Caen, to 
Cañada, who was accufed of tavouring Calvi- 
nifm, and injuring the miftion.-—  A few davs 
after their arrival, as two of the moft zcalous 
of them were preparing to fet out for the con\ cr- 
fion of the Hurons, they licard of the death of 
Viel, and a young chriftlan converr, w ’10 had bcen 
• overfet



ovcrfct in a boat by thofe barbarians, feemingly 
\vith defign, as thcy fcized upon their baggage. 
T o  the religious difputes that prevailed in Franre, 
it was, moíl probably, owing that, about thc 
year 1626, Quebec began to aíTumc thc face of a 
c ity ; but as it was under a Hugonot dire¿lion, thc 
jefuits prevailed with thc duke De Ventadour, to 
write a íharp letter to Caen, whom they reprefent- 
ed as being the author of all the difficultics thcy 
met with. This divided ftatc of thc colony had 
almoíl ruined it. The natives maflacrcd the French 
wherever they could fecurely do it, and religious 
difputes in the colony carne to fuch a height, that, 
in 1627, when Champlain rcturned to Quebec, he 
found no advances had becn made, eithcr in build- 
ing houfes or clearing thc ground

* Richelieu ivas then the firft minifter of Francc, whofe 
charafter is well known to the world. He liated thc French 
proteftants, and refolved entirely to altcr tlic conftitution of 
Quebec, by putting that colony and its trade into tlic hands ,of 
a hundred partners, under thc following rcgulations.— Firft, That, 
thc partneríhip íhoulrl next ycar (1628) fend overto New France 
two or thrce hundred workmen of all kinds ; and licforc the ycar 
1645, engage to augmetit thc French inhabitants to the number of 
fixteen thoufand ; to lodgc, maintain, and fmd thenr in all rieccfl:.- 
ries for thrce ycars, and then to make an cqual «Hftribution amongfl 
thcm of thc lauda that Ihould be clcared, according to their rcfpct - 
tive wants, furnifhuig cach family with fecd to fow. Secondly, 
That no colonift, who was not a nativo Frcnchinan, íhouhl be 
admitted in New France; and that all Hugonots, as well as 
ftrangers, íhould be exeluded. Tliirdly, That in cvery diftriif, at 
leaft, thrce priefts Ihould be maintained, whoin tlic partneríhip was

Charles
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Charles the Firft quarrelling with France, David 
Kertk, commonly called Sir David Kirk, a native 
ofDieppc (probably inftigated by Caen, who was 
piqued at having loft his cxclufive privilege) re

to fupply with all ncccíTarics both for their perfons and miflions for 
fifteen ycars; after which time they wcrc to live upon thc clcared 

lands that were to be affigned thcm.
On thc otlicr hand, his moft chriftian majefty, to indemnify the 

partneríhip for thofe exponeos, gave up to thcm in perpetuity the 
fort and diftriift of Quebec, with all the territory of New France, 
«mipreliending that part of Florida which had becn fettlcd by Iris 
prcdeccíTors, with all the courfc of thc Great River, till it dif- 
charges itfelf into the fea; with all the ifles, ports, havens, mines, 
and filheries, contained in that vaft extent of territory ; his Jiiajcfty 
«ferving to himfclf only thc faith and homage of the inhabitants, 
and a golden crown of eight marks wcight, to be paid to cvery 
•lew king of Francc, together with the provifious for thc officcra 
°f jnfticc, who wcrc to be uamed, and pretented to him by the 
aflbeiates or partners, as foon as it íliould be requiíite to eftablilh 
a. civil governmcnt üiere. The partneríhip had likewifc power 
•o caft cannon, and to makc all forts of anns, as well as to for- 
•ify places. The fecond artiele gave the paitneríliip a power of, 
conveying lands, in fuch proportions as his niajefty íliould thiuk 
Ptoper, and to anncx fuch titlcs, honours, rights, and powcrs, to 
•hem, as he íliould preferibe, according to tlic werits of tlie peí fons, 
but with ccrtain reftiiélioiis and conditious; but that tlic cred ion 
of duchies, inarquifatcs, carldoms, and baronics, íliould tcquiie 
•he royal letters of confirmación upon tlic prefentation of cardinal 
ftichlicu, great mafter, licad, and fuperintendant, of thc navigation 
•m<l commercc of Francc. Tlic third artiele rcpcaled all the former 
Sr*uts of the fame nature, and gave thc partuerílúp for ever all 
•be f»r and peltry, and all otlier trades, within the beforc-mcntjoncd 
«mits for íiftccn ycars, cxcept thc íiflicrics, which his majefty itt- 
•viided íliould lie in coinmon to all his fubjetls. By thc fourtf) ar-
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ccived the command of three Englilh íhips, failed 
up the River St. Laurence, ravagcd the country, 
and thcn proceeded to Qucbcc, and iummoncd the 
governor to furrender.

The infant colony, at that time, was in a mifer-

ticlc, the Frcneh fcttled ¡n Cañada, 3nd not depcnding upon the 
partncrlhip, might traile with the nativcs for fura, providcd thcy 
(lifpofed of thcir bcavcrs only to the company’s fadors, who were 
obliged to take tlicm at a ccttain price. The fifth articlc grantcd to 
the company two íhips of war, cach of two or three humlred tona, 
to be vi&ualled hy the company, who were to rcplace them if loft, 
imlcfs thcy were dcftroycd or takcn by an cncmy. By the fixth ar
ticlc, the company was to rcpay to his majcfty the price of two 
íhips, if, «luring the firft ten years of thcir contradi, tliey did not 
carry over onc thonfand fivc hundred Frcnch mcn and womcn, to 
New Francc; and thcir patcnt was to be void, if thcy did not 
carry ovcr the famc nutnber dnring the laft fivc years. By the 
fevcnth and laft article, all military ollicets, and foldicrá of what- 
cvcr kind, fcnt to Cañada in thofe two íhips, were to be appointed 
by bis majcfty; but the cumpany had the powcr of appoiuting all 
the ofiieers and foldiers of their own Ihips; and his majcfty ntade 
them a prefent of four culverins.

By another ordonnancc, the king of France gave ftill greater 
cncoura<'cment to the ncw colonifts, vi/,. All tradcftncn and 
mcchanics cmploycd by the company, who íhould chufe to rettim 
to France, after reliding fix y car. in Cañada, had liberty to prac- 
tife their fcvcral profeflions in Faris or any place in Francc: 
merchandifes manufaétured therc, were to pay no impofts upon 
being imponed hito France for fifteen years ; ñor was any tnx to 
be laid upon provifions of any kind exponed to the ncw colony. 
Ecclcfiaftics, uoblcmcn, and others, aíTociating in the company, 
might do it without derogation to thcir rank or honours; and his 
majcfty was to crcate twelvc of the company nobles ; and all the 
uutives of Cañada were, to all intenta and p rpofea, to be re-

ablc
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able fituation, being reduced to feven ounces of 
bread a day for fcach man, and they had but fi\ e 
pounds of powder in the garrifon. Notwithftand- 
ingthis, Champlain and Pontgravé, who happen- 
ed to be thcn at Quebec, after fome confultation, 
returned for anfwer to the Engliih officcr, that they 
were determined to hold out the íort to the la 
extremity. This bravado, perhaps, would have 
been ineffeétual, had not Kirkhad intclligence from 
Caen of a fquadron’s having cntered the river, under 
Roquemont, with provifions and all kind of ne- 
ceflaries for the new colony. This Roqucmont 
hadbcen governor and lieutenant-gencral of New 
France under his moft chriftian majefty; and in- 
ftead of avoiding Kirk, he met and fought him, 
but was defeated, and his fquadron takcn.

This misfortune increafcd the diftrefies of the 
colony, which now had nothing to depend on but 
the labours of fome miffionaries, who had return-
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puted nativcs of Oíd Francc. And bis majefty referved to W  
felf the qualification «f the above arricies, m cafe the company 
Ihould meet with any obftruftion from war, erther «vrl or fo-

Thd'c arricies wcrc figned on the nmeteenth of Aprrl, 16.7, and 
the dukc De Venradour, at the famc time, refigned ruto hts ma- 
jcftv’s hands the poft of vice-roy. 1  he company was called th . 
of New Franco, and its numbers foon rofe to one hundred m d 
feven ; at the hcad of whom were the cardinal R.chheu hnnfelf, 
the marefchal Dcfiat, fuperinteudant of the finantes, and other 
perfons of great diftinüicm ; but the bulk was co.npofed ot ríen

merchante and unders. %
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ccl to France to folicit thcir fricnds for relief. They 
werc fo fuccefsful as to procure a íhip laden with 
provifions o f alL kinds; but it was wrcckcd be
fare it touched Quebec. This difafter reduced the 
colony to tbe utmoíl diílrcís, which was aggra- 
vated by the divifions that prevailed amongft the co- 
lonilts themfélves, and the growing difrefpeét of 
the favages for the French, the cauíe of which 
fome attributcd to the Hugonots introduced amongft 
them by Caen. In this extremity, Champlain made 
war upon the favages out o f mere ncceffity; and 
the colonills, who confifted but of one luindrcd 
people, wcre obliged to repair to the woods, and 
there to dig roots for their fuítcnance. Towards 
the end of July, 1629, the Engliíli, under Kirk, 
again appeared oíf point Levi, and an officer was 
fent on íhore to Quebec to fummon it to furrender. 

Champlain, in the fituation he then was, lookcd 
upon this lummons as his dclivcrance, and the capi- 
tulation was foon made betwcen him and Kirk’s 
tvvo brothers, the one of whom was to command 
the lquadron, and the other to be governor of 
Quebec.

The treaty being thus fmiíhcd, Champlain went 
011 board one of the Engliíli íhips for Tadouflac, 
and it was met,' and would have been taken, by 
a French íhip under the command of Emerv de 
Caen ; but his crcw being compofed of Calviniíls, 
according to the French writers, did not chufe to ex- 
crt themíélves againft the Engliíh. Upon Champ-

lain’s
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Iain’s return to France, he perceived the public 
there divided with regard to Cañada; fome think- 
ing that it was not worth the reclaiming, as it 
had already coft the governmcnt vaft fums, with- 
out bringing any return; and that it only lerved 
to depopulate the mother-country. But thefe con- 
fiderations wcre ovcr-ballanccd by the \aft adtarr- 
tages of the fiíhery, and by its proving a nur- 
fery for l'eamen. Champlain fupported his plan 
fo wcll that he carricd his point; and not only 
Cañada, but Acadia, and the ifle of Cape Bretón, 
werc reftored to the French by the treaty of St. 
Germain’s, in 1632. Emery de Caen canicd the 
•treaty to Lewis Kirk, who had been left governor 
of Cañada, and who refigned his command to him. 
By this time, howevcr, the Englilh began to have 
fome idea of the profits of the fur-trade; for 
th'ough, by the treaty of St. Germain’s, nonc but 
the French were to cxercile it, Kirk carried it on 
for a whole ycar after the furrender of Quebec.

In 1633, the company of New France rc-entered 
into all its rights in Cañada, of which Champlain 
was made governor; and fo indefatigably did he 
aft, that, in a íhort time, he was at the heud ot a 
new armament, turnilhed with a i redi recruit ot 
Jefuits, inhabitants, and all kinds of necellaries for 
the welfare of the revived colony. In 1634, heen- 
deavoured to lettle a mitlion in the Hurón coun- 
try, but met with many difficulties. An Algon-> 
quin had ldlled a Frenchman, and Champlain had

. l)Ut
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put thc murderer in prifon; the miflionarics were 
then rcady to depart for the country of the Hurons, 
but an Algonquin chief ilatly refufed to fuffer tliem 
to cmbark in their canoes, (the only way by which 
they could travel) unlcis his country man was lee 
at liberty. The reafon he gave for his obftinacy 
in this point, was, that the parents and relations 
o f thc criminal cxpedted him, and that they durft 
carry no Frenchman into their country without 
him. It was in vain for the governor to reafon 
with the chief on this occafion; for though thc 
Algonquin had feemed to be finglc in his opinión, 
yet it foon appearcd that all the others were in 
concert with him, and that he fpoke their fenfe; 
fo that Champlain perfuaded thc miflionarics to drop 
their journey for that time. —  The zeal of Champ
lain feems to have been incrcafed by the difficul- 
ties he encountered. The Hurons could not be' 
perfuaded to admit a miflionary into their country 
till they obtained their own terms; and even then, 
they appcared fo referved that the fathers lookcd 
upon themfelves as fo many íheep in the midft of 
wolves. At laft they gained footing in a village 
called Jouhatiri, where they made half a dozen 
converts, and built a chapel which they dedicated 
to St. Jofeph, whofe ñame they likewife gave to 
the villagc; and they began lo gain lome footing 
by their inflexible perfeverance. New Frailee, all 
this while, was gaining inhabitants, and the co- 
lony was approaching to a degree of coníiílency.

In 1635, Rene Rochault, eldeft fon of the marquis 
de Gamache, having cntered into the fociety of 
Jcfus, refumed the deíign he had before formed, 
but which had been interrupted by thc conqueft 
Which the Englilh had made of Quebec, o f found- 
ing a college there. W hile this añair was in agi- 
tation, the indefatigablc Champlain died, in Decem- 
ber, 1635, at Quebec; and, in the year 1606,
M. De Montmagny fucceeded him in the govern- 
tnentof New France; and M. De L ’Iíle command- 
cd at the ncw fettlement of Trois Rivieres; both 
of them being knights of Malta, and zealous 
for the propagation of the catholic religión. 
Montmagny encouraged the Hurons to fend their 
children to Quebec, where he had projefted a fe- . 
minary for them in the college of the Jefuits. But 
thofe barbarians íludied litde but their tempo- 
rary advantage. W hile they were eating and 
drinking, and receiving prefents, they feemed to 
be all compliance, but retrafted when they had 
nothing more to expeft. Five or fix Indians agreed 
to fend their funs to thc feminary; but after they 
Were put on board the canoes, they purfued and 
took them out of the hands of thc fathers. They 
foon found tíiat the colony lay ílill under great 
difficulties. Montmagny procecded upon Champ- 
lain’s plan ; but nothing was to be done w ith the 
favages without rewards. Fie found his funds 
dcficient in this refpcft, and the ardour of the

natives
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nativos cooled every day, till, at laft, thcy carne fco be 
almoft eftranged from the French. The Iroquois, 
who were ftill more untraélable tiran the Flurons 
or the Algonquins, courted their cnemies to take 
partwith them againft the French ; but the Hurons 
depending on French afliftance, gave themfelves 
verj' little trouble, till the Iroquois furprifed and 
maflacred many ofthem. In the mean time the Jefuits 
wrotc over to France in the moíl affeéling and 
pathetic terms, accounts of the difficulties, the dan- 
gers, and the unfpeakable fatigues they daily'un- 
derwent. The Iroquois, notwithftanding all that 
Montmagny could do to blind them, were fen- 
fible of the real weaknefs of the colony, and even 
infultcd the governorof Trois Riviercs; fo that the 
affairs of New France were in immediate danger 
o f being ruined, when the European Jefuits, who 
had the poíTeífion of the confciences of the French 
Court and miniílry, blew the ílamcs of religión 
with fuch elficacy as engaged the queen herfelf 
and the prinCeíles of the blood in the fupport of 
the colony. In the beginning of the year 1628, 
a cohragious diftemper broke out in one of th e , 
Hurón vil lagos, and, in aíhorttimc, communicatcd 
itfelf to the wholc nation. The favages, who ne- 
ver rcafon but from appearances, till this happen- 
ed, had artributed all the calamitics they met with 
to the incantations and witchcraft of the chrillians 
amongft them; but they were now undeceived. 
Thole barbarians were as ignorant in treating in-

ward
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ward maladies as they are excellent in curing 
external woúnds; and the Jefuits adminiftered fuch 
effedtual medicines as ftopped the progrefs of the # 
diftemper, and grcatly reconcilcd them to their 
company. The accounts of this animated the 
jourt of France; fo that a feheme v>as formed of 
cftabliíhing a nunnery at Quebec, to which the 
Urfulincs and the Hofpitalers offered their perfons 
and their fervices with the molí lively zeal. The 
commander ot Syllcri was indefatigable in fecond- 
ing the views of the Jefuits for crccling a fettle- 
ment comjxifcd only of chriftians and profelytes, 
to be a bulwark for the colony againft the infults 
of the Iroquois, and to promotc the cultivation oí 
lands. W ith this view he fent workmen' to Quc- 
bec, and requefted father Le Jeune to pitch upon 
a proper fpot for their fcttlement. The father 
chofe one on the north-íide oí the River St. Lau- 
rence, into which twclvc chriftian familics entered, 
whofe numbers foon increafed, and the place at 
this time retains the ñame of the founder. A  
fehool for female children, and an hofpital for the 
fick, were ftill wanting. The hofpital was equal- 
ly to ferve the colonifts and the natives, both being 
as yet very indigent; and the fehool was to be un- 
der the direftion of French Urfulines, who were to 
edúcate in it not only French, but alfo favage girls.

[The duchefs o f Aiguillon laid the foundation 
of the hofpital, and, by her perfuafion, the religious 
Hofpitalers of Dieppe, all of them témales, oficred 
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to facrifice all thcy had to the fervice of fick 
Canadians. It was thereforc thought proper to 
make choice of no more than thrce, who accord- 
ingly departed for the colony. The Urfuline foun- 
dation encountered new difficulties. It ís poffible 
that the company of New Francc by this tim^ 
began to think that the good Jefuits were engrof- 
fmg too much power to themfelves; and it muft 
be confefled that the colony at that junchire worc 
the face of a religious feminary rather than a na- 
tional undertaking. For that reafon they had giv- 

' en no attention to the Urfuline foundation. No- 
thing, however, conld refift the ridiculous fpiiit of 
devotion that then obtained in France. A  young 
wiilow of Alen^on, Madame de La Peltrie, devot- 
cd her perfon and fortune to this cftabliíhment; 
and carne to París to regúlate her proceeding, and 
removed from thcnce to T ours;— there íhc found 
tw o 'L rrfulincs fit for her ends, viz. (the illuftrious 
Mary of the Incamation, to fpeak in the terms of 
Charlcvoix, who has writtciv her lifc) and Mary 
de Sr. Jofeph. From Tours this widow removed 
to Dieppe, where {he found a third Urfuline pro
per for her purpofe. Nothing can cxcecd the ab- 
furdity of the miracles faid to be worked by thofe 
holy fifters, who have been always looked uj>on 
by the Canadians as their tutelar angels. They 
embarked on the fourth*of May, 1639, along with 
Madame de La Peltrie and farher Vimond, who 
had been appointed to fuccecd father Le Jeune, as

fuperior
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fuperior of the Jefuit miffion in Cañada; and after 
a hazardous voyage they landed at Quebec, on the 
firlt of Auguft. This new kind of miffion makes 
a grcat figure in the annals of Cañada. T he go- 
vernor received the ladies, on their debarkment, at 
the headof his troops, who were drawn up under 
arms. They entered Quebec under a general dif- 
charge of the cannon, and procceded in triumph, 
amidit the acclamarions of the people, tothe church, 
where T e Deum was folemnly fung for their ar
rival. This was a period o f triumph to the Jefuits. 
They held forth not only to the favages, but to 
the colony, the infinite merits of thofe ladies, who 
could exchangc cafe and affluence in Europe, for 
fatigue and difficulties in America; and the beha- 

’ viour of the ladies themfelves confirmed all they 
faid in their praife. Far from being íhockcd at the 
indigence, poverty, and mean appearance ot the 
Indian huts, they feemed to rejoice at their having 
an opportunity to manifeft their zeal by their in- 
tenfe labours for propagating chriftianity. The 
enthufiafm of Madame de La Peltrie went to ex- 
travagance. She not only ftripped herfelf, that ffie 
might cloath the naked favages, but worked with 
her owm hands in cúltivating the ground lor their 
fubfiftence. The Urfulincs and the Hofpitallers 
ílrove to out-do onc another in their zeal; and the 
former fettled at Quebec, as the latter did at S) 1- 
leri, where the hofpital w'as daily crowded with 
patients. The labours of thofe good fifters, aswell
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as the charitics o f the inhabitants o f Quebec, were 
inconceivable; but the company failed on their 
part, and gave them little orno allí dance.]

W hile the Canadians were rejoicing in their 
zeal the war brokc out afreíh bctwecn the Iro- 
quois and the Hurons; which wasattended as uíual 
with barbarities íhocking to human nature

* As 3 fpecitncn of thefe cniclties, wc herc prefent the reader 
with the following llory.— One day, the Hurons having the ad
van tage in a ikimúíh, m;ulc an Iroquois chief captive, and he was 
brought to oue of the Hurón villages, where the fathers aflembled. 
N o fooncr was he arrived, than it was decreed, in an aflcmbly 
of the ancient l'avagcs, that he lhouid be prc&nted to one of their 
oíd chiefs, to replace his nephcw, who had becn killed in war, 
or to be difpofcd of as he lliould thiuk proper. lírcbcuf, one of 
tiic Jefuits, iinmediately refolved tb convcrt him to chriíHanity. 
The captivc was doathed in a new beaver habit, with a curious 
necklace, and his temples were circlcd with a kiud of diadeni: 
he v/as furrounded by a troop of triumphant wartiors, and feetn- 
ed to be quite unconccrned at his fate. When Brebetif approach- 
ed hitn, he perceivcd, that, before his fatc was determina!, he 
had heen tottured. One of his hands had becn crulhed bctwecn 
two (lints, and had loli a íinger. His other hand had loft two, 
whieh had been cut oft by a hatchct. The joints of his anns 
had been bumt, and a great galh appeared upon one of thetn. 
AU this had heen intiiéted upon tlie poor wrctch, before he cn- 
tered the Hurón village; for he no l'ooner arrived diere tliau he 
was treated with the greateft endearments, and a yoting woman 
was afligned him for his wife. Sucii was this barbarian’s firua- 
tion when he was converted by Brebcuf; and he was cfteemed to 
be the fiift adidt conven, that cver was inade ofthe Iroquois na- 
tiun; being baptized by the turne of Jofeph.

Ali this while the captive was loaded with carcíTes, and Bic- 
boif was íuttertJ to takc him to his teut every night} but his
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began to be greatly reforted to, not only by tiie 
Algonquins, but by the moft diftant northcrly na- 
tions, particularly the Attikamegues, who lived in >

fores now bccamc putrid and full of worms. To incrcafc his 
mitery, he was carried in triumph froin village to village, and 
wherever he carne he was ohliged to (ing, fo that foractimcs lns 
voicc cntircly failed him; ñor had he the leal! refpitc, but when 
he was alone with Brcbcnf, or fomc of the mitlionaries. At laft 
he was convcyed to the village where the chief lived who was 
tobe the difpofer of his fatc. The captive prefented himfclf, with 
an air pcrfctUy unconccnted, to his fuppol'ed únele, who, after 
íurveying him, talkcd to him in the following ftrain. “  Nc- 
«» phew,”  fiúd he, “  yon cannot imagine the joy I concctved,
“  when I tmdcrftood that yon were to fupply the place of hiin 
« whoin I have ¡oft; I had alrcady prepared a mal for yon m 
“  my cabin, and it was with tlic utmoft fatisfaélion, tliat I rc- 
“  folved to pafs the reft of my days with you in peacc; but the 
“  condition I fee you in, forccs me to altcr my refolution. It 
“  is plain that the tortures you fuffer, muft render your lite 
“  iufupportable to yourfclf, and you muft think that 1 do you 
“  fervice in ahridging its courfe. Thcy who have mangled you 
“  in this manner, have caufcd your death. Takc courage, tliere- 
“  furc, my dear nephcw! Prepare yourfclf this cveniug to fliew 
“  that*you are a man, and that you are furperior to the forcé of 
“  torments.”  The captive heard thli difeourfe with the greateft 
indiffcrence, and only anfwered witli a rcfolutc voice, that it 
was very wcll. The fifter of the dcceafed then ferved him with 
v'ustuals, and carellid him in the moft affeitionate manner, while 
the oíd chieftain put his own pipe into his mou.th, and wiped 
the fweat from his brows, with rhc moft tender demonftrations 
of paternal love. Towards no on rhe captive, at the expense of 
Vi» fuppol'ed únele, linde his farewel feall, and while the inha- 
kitauts oftlte village were all aíiemlred around I'.itti, bs har^ngued
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the ncighbourhood of the lake Sr. Thomas, whoin 
. the' fathers who frequented that fettlcment found 
to be a very tragable race. Anothcr mijfion was 
formed at Tadoufíac, the moíl frequented fíation

diera as follows: “  Brcthrcn, I am abom to clic. Divert your- 
“  felvcs bolclly around rae: be convinccd that I am a man, and 
“  that I ncither fear death, ñor all the toiments yon can iufllát.” 
He then began a fong, ¡n which he was joined by the warriors 
who wcre prefeut. He was then prefented with viéhials, and 
wheu the feaft was ended, he was carried to the place of exccution, 
which is eallcd the cabin of blood, [ot hcads cut off] and always 
belongs to the head of the villagc. About cight o’clock in tlic 
evening all the favages of the village being alfembled, the 
young men who wcve to be c^ccutioncrs of the tragedy, forrn- 
ing the firft row round the prifoner, wcre cxliortcd by onc of 
their infernal clders to behave wcll, meaning thereby to put him 
to the moft cxcruciating tortures. The prifoner was then feated 
on a mat, where his hands wcre tied, and then rifjng, he danccd 
round the cabin, finging his death fong all tile time, and then 
replaced himfeif upon the mat. Onc of the clders then took frota 
him his robe, which he faid was deftined for fuch a chicf [naming 
liira] that fuch a villagc was to cut off his head, which, with an 
arm, was to be given to fuch anothcr village, to fcaft opon it. 
According to the French writers, the good father Brebeuf encou- 
ragcdtlie vidliru tofuffer with the fentiracnts of chriftianity, which 
he did with a molí anuzing íirmncfs, without dropping tire 
leaft reproachable word. He even talkcd of tbe affairs of his 
nation, with as much indifference, as if he had been at borne 
witli his family. Eleven fires had hccn lighted to torment him; 
and the clders faid it w as of confcquencc, that lie fliould be alive 
at fun*nfing, for which rcafon his tortures wcre prolonged to 
that time, wheu the batbariaus, fearing that he Ihould expire with- 
ont iron, (auother of their barbarous fiipcrñitions) carried him
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ín all Cañada by the favages, particularly the Pa- 
pinachies, the Bcrfiamites, the Mounta'meers, and 
the Porcu pines. Sometimes all thofe nations met 
together at Tadoufíac; but as foon as their traffic 
was over, they returned to their wilds and forefts, 
to which they were often followed by the mifiion- 
aries, who even attended them in their winter hunt- 
ings, which prefented the moft dreadful and un- 
comfortable feenes, as the moft frightful defarts 
gcnerally fupplied the greateft plenty of game. 
But fome of the favages; who refided all the winter 
in the neighbourhood of Tadoufíac, and were there 
converted.— The prefence of the French, how- 
ever, in Cañada, overawed the five Iroquois Can- 
tons, who continued ftill the irreconcileable ene- 
niies of the Hurons and the Algonquins; and the 
war amongft them was ftill carried on, but began 
to turn in favour of the Hurons. It appcars, that 
notwithftanding their docility to be inftrudted in 
the chriftian religión, the mifíionaries never could 
prevalí with them to aboliíh the praftice o f putting 
their prifoners to death. All they could do was 
to convert and baptize them before they fuffered; 
and, like the ancient Druids, they often ruflied 
into the heat o f the battlc, where they baptized 
the wounded, and the dying, or adminiftered to 
them other fpiritual afíiftauce.

out of tbe village, and c it off one of his fect, a hand, and his 
head, which wcre difpofed of as propoGid, whilc bis body was 
thrown into a caldron.

The
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The Iroquois having rcceived a confidcrablc de- 
feat, were cunning enough to lay a plan for dif- 
uniting the French from their favagc allies, by 
exciting in the latter a fufpicion of their fidelity. 
W ith this view, in all their excurfions, thcy treated 
fuch of the French as fell into their hands 
with great humanity, but the natives with 
their ufual cruelties. A  body of them gathered 
about T i oís Rivicrcs, which, for fome time, they 
had in a manner befieged. M. Champfleurs had 
lately fucceeded M. de L ’Ille in the government of 
that fettlement, and when he leaft expeded it, 
thcy lent onc o f their French captives to propofe 
a peacc with him, provided the Hurons and Al- 
gonquins were not comprchended in it. Champ- 
llcurs was in no condition to carry on the war; 
but the prifoner cautioning him againft the infin- 
cerity of the Iroquois, he fent an account of what 
was paíling to Montmagny at Quebec, who im- 
mediately carne up to Trois Rit ieres, and from 
thencc fent two deputics to demand from the ,1ro- 
quois, that their .French prifoners íhoukl be fet at 
libertv. The deputics were reccivcd with great 
civiiitv, and in quality of mediators, were feated 
on a buckler. After this, the French captives 
were brought forth, ílightly tied, and then one of 
the Iroquois chiefs began a formal harangue, ex- 
prcíTing the great dcfire he and his nation had to 
liyc in friendfhip with the French. In the midft 
ofhis fpecch he unbound the captives, and, throw-
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ing the cords over the pallifades into the river, 
he wiíhcd that the ftream might carry them away 
never to be heard ol more. He then prefented 
the two deputies with a belt of wampum as a 
pledge of their libertv, reítored to the children of 
Ononthio, or the great mountain, (for fo thcy 
called Montmagny) but when thcy fpoke o f the 
French king, they called him the grand Ononthio. 
Fie then placed two bundles of beaver íkins be- 
forc the captives, to ferve them for robes, it be- 
ing, as he faid, unjuft to fend them away naked ; 
and renewed the affurances he had already given 
them of peace, begging in the ñame of his na
tion, * that Ononthio would conceal under his 
cloaths the hatchets of the Algonquins and H u
rons, during the negociation, protelling that they 
thcmfelves would commit no hoftility.

While the Indian was yet fpeaking, two Algon- 
qain canoes carne in íight, and were immediately 
chaced by the Iroquois. The Algonquins being 
overpowered, fwam on íhore, and their canoes 
were plundered, in fight of the French general, 
who was preparing to punifli their treachcry, but 
they inftantly vaniíhed, and foon after plundered a 
number of Hurón canoes going to Quebec, laden 
with furs. But in fa¿t, notwithífanding the accu- 
favions brought againft the Iroquois on this occa- 
fion, it is no very eafy matter to fix upon them 
the charge o f treachery for what happcned, as the 
treaty was not concludcd, and it was natural for
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the Iroquois, upon the appcarance of thcir profcflcd 
encmies, to fulped the intentions of the French, 
However, the favages changed their language 
after this accident; but the aftairs of the colony 
continucd ílill to be fo much negledcd by the 
company, that it was on the point of being ruined, 
when a fpirit for the convcrfion of the Indians 
again broke forth amongft the great in Francc, 
and thirty-five perfons of quality aíTociated them- 
fclves together to fcttle Montreál. —  The new com
pany proceedcd upon a rational plan. They rer 
folved to begin, by ereding upon that jfland a 
French fortification, ftrong enough to refiíl all the 
affaults of tlie favages ; that the poor French inha- 
bitants rcceived into it, fhould be put into a way 
to earn their own bread, and that the reft of the 
ifland íhould be fettled by favages, vvithout refpeét 
to their tribes, provided they were chriftians, or 
•vvilling to become luch. It was likewife propofed 
not only to alTure them of protedion, againft all 
their enemies in this new fetdement, but to pro- 
vide thcm with medicines and fubfiítence, till they 
couíd be fo far civilizcd as to get their livelihood by 
their own labour. To carry this plan into execu- 
tion, the French king, in 1640, vefted the pro- 
perty of the ifland in the thirty-five aflociatcs, and 
next year one oí them, Maifonneuve, a genüeman 
oí Champaigne, carricd thither feveral French fa- 
milies, amongft whom was a young lady of 
condición, who was propoled to be invefted with

the
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the fuperinte ndaney of the female coloniíts,  ̂Mai- 
fonne”  ; being dcclared governor of the ifland, 
on the fíftéenth of Odober following. It was not 
beforc the feventecnth of May next year, that the 
French entered into poíTefiion of their new habira- 
tion and chapel of this ifland’, which they did, 
with a fuperabundaney of religious cxcrafes, 

tvhich are too tedious to mention.
Notwithflanding the prccaution takcn by the 

French fcttlcment át Montreál, the Iroquois ílill 
continued to make dreadful irruptions into French 
Cañada, into which they gencrally penctratcd, by 
a river called after their own ñame, but afterwards 
by thofe o f Richlieu and Sorel. At the entrance 
of this river, Montmagny, who tufpeded that the 
Iroquois were'inftigatéd and fupplicd by the Dutch 
fettled in New Holland, now New York, began 
to cred a fort, and completcd it, though the 
workmen were intefrupted by fcven hundred o f 
the Iroquois, who attacked them, but were re- 
pulfcd with lofs. Amongfl orher converts was 
Ahafiftari, who was baptized by the ñame of Eu- 
ítace. He was a Hurón chief, of fuch diftingmíhcd 
power and authority that his cxample brought 
an incredible number of his countrymen into the 
palé of chriflianity. He raifed a large body of In- 
dian warriors, all of them chriftians; and about this 
time the Jefuits rcceived an invitation from a re
móte nation of Indians, that go by the ñame o i 
Pauoirigoudieühak. Thofe favages inhabit a coun-
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try near the Falls of St. Mary, on the canal by 
which the Lake Superior dilchargcs irfelf into that 
o f Hurón, and may be confulercd as lying in the 
very heart of French Cañada. The Jefuit fathers, 
Ifaac Jogues and Charles Raimbaut undertook this 
dangerous miffion to the country of the Saulteurs. 
Following the Saulteur deputics, they arrived at 
their nation, where thcy were affedtionatcly receiv- 
ed; but beforc thcy could makc any confiderable 
progrefs, they were recalled to Quebcc. By this 
tinte the Iroquois liad entered into a confiderable 
commcrcc with the Uutch at New Holland, to 
whom they difpofcd of their peltry, and who fur- 
nifited them with fire-arnts, by which means they 
obtained a decifive fupcriority over the Hurons. 
Upon their rccall from their miflion on the thir- 
teenth of June, 1642, the two Jefuits reached 
Quebec, where they liad indifpenfable bufmcfs, and, 
011 the firft of Auguft, they fet out under a convoy 
of thirteen armed canoes, manned with chriílians, 
and converts, under the command of Euftacc, and 
other cclcbratcd warriors, whom miftaken chriftia- 
nity had now degenerated into mifcrablc bigots; 
for inftead of making preparations to refift an at- 
tack, little pafied amongft them but mutual cx- 
bortations to fufi'er bravely in the caufe of Chrift. 
About fixteen leagues from Quebcc, thcy perceived 
the footfteps of the Iroquois, but wcre fo fecure 
in their imagined fupcriority, that thcy proceedcd 
up the river without the lcaft precaution, till thcy

carne
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carne to a pafs where fevcnty Iroquois lay in am- 
buíh, and where thcy were faluted with a brifk re
gular firc, which wounded many of the chriílians, 
and pierced their canoes. Some of them, upon this, 
f.cd; but the braveft amongft them, encouraged 
by two or three Frcnchmcn who had accompa- 
nied father Jogues, made a refiftance, till their ca
noes were full of water, and then all of them, 
but a very fcw who efeaped in the confufion, 
were obliged to furrender therafelves prifoners. 
Jogues might liavc efeaped likewife, and his com- 
panions even preffed liirn to i t ; but his frantic zeal 
for the crown of martyrdom detained liirn, and lie 
refolved to lliarc the fate of his dcar children, as he 
called the prifoners. He even baptized an Indian 
amidft this fccnc of ílaughter, with all the compo- 
fure imaginable, and then, with Couture, another 
Frenchman, w'ho was refolved to íollow his for
tune, furrendered himfclf prifoner to the baiba- 
rians. The Frcnch have been at grcat pains to re- 
count all the particulars of the miferies this Jefuit 
and his fellow prifoners undcrwent. Euftacc fuf- 
fered at the ftake; but as to father Jogues, though 
the barbarians had cruíhed his hands, cut oft’ his 
fingers, and filled his face and wliole body with 
wounds and fores, that had become putrid, yet lie 
furvived all his fufferings, and continued indefati- 
gablc in his profeflion of making profelytes. He 
now pafled his time chiefly amongft the Agnicrs, 
who, notwithftanding all the remonftrances of the

governor
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govcrnor o f Canadá, refufed to part with him ; 
aftet a variety of adventures, he efeaped to New 
York, and from thcnce to France.

In thc year 1644, the colony o f Montreal had 
gained over a great number of Indians to the 
chriftian faith. The Algonquins, who were feated 
011 an iíland formed by the Outawas, had the 
greateft commercé with onr new colonifts; but 
they wcre headed by a chicf who had an invinci- 
blc averfioñ to the chriftian religión, though he 
pretended to be a great fricnd to the French nation. 
He was rather more fierce on this head than the 
Iroquois themfelves. This barbarían had a nc- 
ph'ew \Vho fettlcd at Montreal, together with his 
wife ; and there, by the perfuafion of two Jcfuits, 
Vimond and Poncct, they cmbraced chriftianitv, 
but were much grieved to think that their únele 
íhould ftill continué in a ftate of obftinate infide- 
iity. After feveral difeourfes licld between this 
profelyte and his ghoftly fathers, upon the means 
o f converting tlic Unele, who had been for fomc 
rimé gonc upon an expedition, thc latter appcarcd 
iii liis hepTíew’s cabin, and dcclarcd that, as he 
was traverfing thc wilds of the countrv, he was 
leized with an irrcfiftible impulfcto becomc a chrif
tian, and that lie could have no pcacc of mind till 
he íhould repair to Montreal for baptifm, together 
with his wife who was impreffed with the fame 
feririments. Maifonncuvc and the Jcfuits did not 
fail to cncourage thcfc Indians in their pious dif-

pofitions;

pofitions; and both of them were baptized with 
great pornp and ccremony.

But about this time, the cnemies o f the fathers, 
both in Cañada and Europe, gave out that all their 
labours tended only to eftablilh themfelves in the 
fur-trade, which, in faft, was now ingroftbd by 
the company of a hundred, or Canadian company. 
The latter thought themfelves at laft obliged to 
contradi^ thofe reports, which they did, in an au- 
thentic declaration under their hands and fcals. 
During thc wandering and painful Ufe they led for 
three years, having received no fupply of cloaths, 
they were almoft naked : for want of communion 
dements they could not adminifter the facrament; 
and when their winc had failed them, they were 
even obliged to fqueezc the wild grapes they 
found in the woods. At laft, fomc Hurons ven- 
tured to go in winter-time upon the ice to Quebec, 
wherc they laid before the govcrnor the diftrefles 
of thc miflion, and a fupply of provifions was or- 
dered for their rclicf; but the dangers of the jour- 
ney, were fo drcadful that even the moft zealous 
declined ir, till Breflani, a Román Jefuit, under- 
took it. He embarked towards thc end of April, 
1644, attended by a young Frenchman, and fix 
Hurons, two of whom had been faved out of the 
hands of rite Iroquois ; but w hen they carne to the 
entrance of St. Pcter’s Lake, their canoe was 
wrecked; and a thick. fnow happening the night 
after, feveral of the convoy were fo imprudent as

to
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to fire upon fomc favagcs, which difcovercd them 
to the Iroquois, who inftantly feized the booty, 
killed one of the prifoners, and forced the reft to 
travcl night and day, fometimes fwimming, and 
fometimes on foot, loading them all the ivay with 
fevere baftinadocs; but they fplit the miffionary’s 
left hand bctween two ñones, and, after coming to 
the firft village o f the cantón of Agnier, his tor
tures wcre redoubled, fo that lie fell doivn lifelefs 
íind motionlefs ; and to recover him, they cut off 
his left thumb and two fmgers o f his rigfit hand. 
The tortures, manglings, and bumings, which 
he afterwards underwcnt, are incredible ; fo 
that his body becarne one continucd fore, crawl- 
ing with worms and inaggots, and emitted fo noi- 
fome a fmcll, that none durft approach him. He 
underftood at laft from the eldcrs of the barba- 
rians, that they were refolved not to put him to 
death ; a favour which the good father attributed to 
his devotions. He was then configned to a raa- 
tron, who treated him with humanity; but the 
ftcnch iífuing from his fores remained fo offenfive, 
that íhe fent him to the next Dutch fettlement to 
to be fold. Fortunately for him, he found a 
Dutchman who bought him, and after ordering 
hi* wounds to be carefully infpefted, they were 
cured, and the father was put on board a ñiip 
landed him at Rochelle towards the end o f No- 
yember.

I N A M E R I C A. 3i3

The Iroquois now amufed Montmagny with 
propofals of pcace, which he earneñly wiíhed'for,; 
but they had no other dcfign than to have an op- 
portunity of lcarning the fituation of the colony. 
At laft Montmagny was redueed to the moft defpi- 
cable ftiifts, and obliged to foothe the barba- 
rians, to gain a litrle refpite for himfelf and his 
colony. About this time, Champfleurs, governor 
of Trois Rivieres, informed Montmagny that fome 
Hurons had arriVed at Trois Rivieres, with three 
Iroquois prifoners, one of whom they had given 
to the Algonquins, who had been, with much 
difficulty, prevailed upon not to put him to death, 
till he could hear from Montmagny. Upon this 
the latter immediately went up to Trois Rivieres 
with lome prefents, and, fummoning together the 
heads of the Algonquins and Hurons, he difplayed 
his prefents before their eves, and then informed 
them, that, in order to prevent any impofitions 
from their common enemics the Iroquois, he only 
wanted liberty to fend one ot the prifoners to the 
cantons ot the Iroquois, to inform them, that if 
they meant to fave the lives of the other two pri
foners, they muft immediately fend deputies, with 
full power to treat of an accommodation, His 
fpcech being finiíhed, an Algonquin chief arofe; 
and, prefenting his prifoner to Montmagny, he told 
him, That he could refufe nothing to his father; 
and that if his prefents wcre accepred ot, it was 
only in order to dry up the tears of a tamily wherc 
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that captive was to rcplace one of its dead; but 
that thongh he wiílied for a peace, he was afraidit 
would be a very diflicult matter to effeft it. Mont
magny then turned to the Hurons to know their 
fentiments, and one o f them told him with a rc- 
folute air, That lie was a warrior, and not a nicr- 
chant; that he had not left his home to tradé, 
but to fight; that if the govemor had lo great a 
defirc for prifoners, he might take them •, that he 
knew where to raake more captives, or to die ; in 
which laft cale .he would have the confolation ot 
dying as a man, but that his nation would lay, 
that Ononthio was the caule of his death. Mont- 
magny appearcd difeoncerted at this fpccch, wlien 
another Hurón,, who, itfeems, was a chriftian, ad- 
drelícd him, and gave him reafons why the eklcrs 
of his nation, of whom nonc werc then ])refenr, 
niuft take it highly amifs, if they, who werc al l 
o f them young raen, íhould rcturn with merchan- 
dil'es inílead o f prifoners, with raany other obfer- 
vations equallv forcible. —  His reafoning was un- 
anfwerable : Montmaguy agreed to it, telling the 
aíTemblv, at the fame time, that it was more 
their intersü, than that of the French, to make 
peace.— The Hurons then departed with their pri- 
foner ; and, on their arrival, a general council of 

• their nation being callcd, tliey réfolved that the 
two prifoners íhould be given up to Montmagny, 
who had, by this time, fent home the captive 
prefented to him by the Algonquins. The Iro-

quois,
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quois, to manifeft their defire of peace at the fame 
time, fent Couture, who had ftill remained a pn- 
foner with them after he had becn taken along 
with father Jogues, and the captive who had been 
taken by the Hurons, and five deputies, with íull 
power to the Hurons for concluding a treaty._ As 
foon as thofe deputies arrived at Trois Rivieres, 
Montmagny gave them audience in the fquare ot 
the caftle, which was covered at the top with can- 
vas ; he himfelf being feated in an elbow chair, 
and attended by Champfleurs, father Vimond, and 
the principal inhabitants ot the colony ; while the 
Iroquois deputies, to íhew their refpcct to father 
Ononthio, as they callcd Montmagny, were feated 
at his feet upon a mat. The Algonquins, and 
other nations of their language, ranged themfelves 
oppofite to Montmagny; but the French and Hu
rons werc feated together; and the Iroquois had 
brought along with them feventeen beles of wam- 
punC having run a ftring betwcen two poles 
from one cncl to the other of the void fi>ace, on 
which they were feverally to hang the belts *.

* At this confcrencc, the f^aker of the Iroquois cantón# 
having prefented Montmagny with one of the belts of wanqnmi, 
accompanied it with a fpccch to this etfcct:

U Ononthio, lcnd an car to .ny voice : all the Iroquois fpealf, 
« by my mouth; iny heart harbours no batí fentiments, and all .ny 
m imentions are upright. W c want t o  forget our fongs of war, 
h aiid to «chango tliein for fougs of joy.
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It is the cuftom of thofe favages, that thcy nei-* 
tlier give ñor receive an anfwer t!ie fame day thac 
a public propofition is made. Tw o days after, 
Mrr.u. _ny retiirned his in a mceting, which

lie  th" bogan ftnging, and throwing himfelf into a thoufaud 
ridicilous attitudcs, walking about, and frequently looking upon 
tlic fmi: at length, in a calmcr manner, lie proceeded as follows:

“  The bclt, my fatjier, which I here prefent tiiee, thanks díte 
“  for having rcfcucd my brother from thc tooth of the Algonquin : 
“  bu: how couldft thou let him retúrn home by himfelf? Had his 
“  canoc bcen overfet, who was to affift him to bi.ng it to rights ? 
“  Had he been drowncd, or periíhed by any other accident, thou 
** wouldft ha ve heard 110 v. ord o f peace from us, and wouldft, 
“  pethaps, llave imputa! to us the fault committed by thvfelf.”  

When dic orator had finilhed this fpccch, lie hung thc bclt on 
the cord ; then, taking anotber, lie fixcd it to Couture’c arm, and, 
tuining again to Montmagny, he thus addrcflcd him:

“  My father, this bclt brings dice back thy fubjccl; but I ivas 
“  far from faying unto him, NTcpheiv, takc a canoe, and retufn 
“  home:— never eould I llave beencaiy till Ihad cettainly heard 
“  of his fafe arrival. My brother, vvhom tliou hall fent us back 
“  fuflercd a great «leal, and undcrwent many perils. He was 
“  obliged alone to cariy his own bundlo; to fwim all day, to 
“  drag his car.oc againft the /lilis, and to be ahvays on his guard 
“  againft furprife.”

The orator accompanicd this fpecch with thc moft cxprellive 
aílion, which reprefented a man fometimes pulhing forward a canoe 
with a pole, fometimes paddüng witli 'an oar; fometimes lie feemed 
to be out of breath, and then refuming his fpifits, lie appcarcd more 
calm. He tlien feemed as if he had hurt his toot againft a ftone in 
earrymg his bundle; and, halting along as if he liad bcen womidcd, 
he thus continued his difeourfe : —  “  Hadft thou but aflifted him in
“ furmounting the moft diflicult parts of his journey._Really, my
“  father, I know rot what became of thy undcrftamling when thou

was

■ Mis as numerous as thc former, and vvhere he madc 
as many prefents as he had rcccivcd bclts of wam- 
pum. Couture, on this occafion ferved as interprc- 
ter, and performed his office in a grave folemn 
manner, fuitable to thc dignity of the perfonage 
for whom he interpreted. When he had finiílied 
his fpecch, Picíkaret, who was efteemed one of 
the braveft men that ever Cañada produced, made 
his prefent of a ftone, which he faid he placed 
on the tomb of thofe vvho died in war, that nono

« fcntcft us back in this manner one of thy children, without an 
“  attendant, and without átliftaiicc. 1 did not ferve Couture fo. I  

faid to him, Come along, my ncphew, follow me, I will redore 

“  thee to thy family, at the peril of my ownlife.”
The other belts weve difpofcd of in thc fame manner as thc two 

prcceding; and cacli of thcm liad a particular allufion to tlie tenns 
of the peace in agitanen, which was cxplained by the orator in a 
veiy piiturcfque manner. One of thcm levellcd thc roads, anotlier 
of thcm fmootlied thc river, a third furniíhcd tlie contiaíling par
tios with thc nicans of viliting onc anotlier without diftmft or 
danger. Onc was cmblcmatical of thc feafts tliat wcrc to país 
Uniongft thcm; anotlier of thc alliancc to be concludcd, and their 
intcntions to reftore thc fathers, Jogues and Brefiani ; otliers, of 
their impaticncc to fcc thcm rcturn, the cordial reccption they 
wo Id meet with, and their tlianks for thc late ddivcrance of the 
thrcc Iroquois captives. When tl.c delivery of a bclt was not ac
companicd with a fpcccli, it was witli gcfticulaüoiis and motions, 
íufücicntly cxprcffivc of the meaning of the orator, who con
tinued this fatiguing feene for the amazing fpacc of thrcc hour* 
tvithout appcaring to be licatcd ; for he afterwards led up a dance, 
aml joined in thc finging and feafting, which concludcd the con- 

fereuce.
might
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might daré to remove thelr bone3 or think of re- 
venging their déath. Negabamat, the chief of the 
mountainecrs, then made thcm a preient of an 
clk’s fkin, faying, that it was to make fhoes for thc 
Iroquois deputies, that they might not hurt their feet 
in their rcturn homewards.— The othcr nations 
prefent, probably having with them neither chief 
ñor interpreters, made no fpeeches. W hcn the 
conferences were over, three cannons were fired, 
as the governor ordercd the favages to be told, to 
carry cvery w here the news of the peace. The 
favages were tlicn feafted by the fuperior of thc Jc- 
fuits, and his good cheer rendered them cxtremcly 
cloquera, and drew frora them rnany profeífions of 
friendfhip. Next day, thc deputies returned 
home, attended by two Hurons, and two Algon- 
quins, for whom three Iroquois remained as hof- 
tages. The treaty was ratified by all the cantons, 
elpecially that of Agnicr, which had been in opon 
war with France. BrcíTani aftcrwards returned 
to Cañada, and underllanding, from thc report of 
thc two Frenchmen, and four favages who had 
attended the Iroquois deputies, that the pcople 
were defirous of having tniffionaries amongfl them, 
he cagerly offered himfelf, and even made inter- 
cft for the miffion. Next winter, thc Iroquois, 
the Hurons, and the Algonquins, hunted together, 
as if they had been but one nation ; a circum- 
ftance which had not happened fince the arrival of 
the French in Cañada; but juít as thc latter were be-

ginning

ginning to talle thc fweets of peace, the Sokokis, 
who were enemies to the Algonquins, and had 
done all they could to hinder the Iroquois frora 
concluding the treaty, murdered feveral of the 
chriftian favages after they had fettlcd at Syllcri. 
The Agniers, to excúlpate thcmfelves, again rati
fied the treaty by ncw deputies, who hinted to 
Montmagny, that he ought to be upon his guard 
againft all the favages w ho were not cxprcffly in- 
cluded in the treaty', and that he had it in his 
power to bring them in, by procuring the releafe 
of fome of their prifoners who had been raken 
by the allies of thc French ; but this counfcl never 

was followed.
Father Jogues, as well as Breflani, returning to 

Cañada, being more zcalous than ever for the crown 
o f martyrdom, petitioned thc governor for leave 
-again to vifit the Agniers; which w'as granted 
him, provided he carne back after the treaty had 
been ratified by the othcr four cantons of thc Iro- 
quois, to give Montmagny an account of the 
difpofitions he found them in. But thc Algonquins 
very earncítly infifted, that in his firft expedition, 
he flrould neither appear in thc habit of his or- 
der ñor fpeak of religión, which advice he com- 
plied with. He fet out, on the fixteenth of May, 
attended by Bourdon, one of the moft confiiler- 
able inhabitants of Quebec, and two Algonquins, 
who carried in their canoc prefents from their na- 
tiop to that of die Iroquois. A t the firft Agnier

village
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village Jogucs carne to, he was known by fome 
o f his former tormentors, who loaded him with 
careíTes and compliments, fo that Jogues carne to 
a refolution to fcttlc among them, and hurried 
back to Richlieu, where Montmagny was, to be 
difcharged of his promife. He aílured that gene
ral, who well knew from what motives he í'poke, 
that he might depend upon the friendíhip of rhe 
Agniers; and, at laft, he was releafed from his 
cngagement, and returned to his mifiion, attended 
by a Frenchman and four favages. By this time, 
the Upper Iroquois, who compofcd the four can- 
tons that had not ratified the peace, had rccom- 
menced hoftilities againft the Hurons, and had fur- 
prifed one of thcir villages. The miflionaries, 
howcver, fclicitatcd thcmfelvcs upon the great 
progrcfs thcir labotirs had made during the íhort 
interval of peace;— but they were foon undcceived; 
Father Jogues had fcarcely pafled Trois Rivicres, 
when he was abandoned by his four favagc guides, 
and lcft alone with his young Frenchman, La 
Land. This fudden change was matter of amazc- 
ment to the good father, who began, as he 
could fpeak their language, to expoilulate very 
eloqucntly with them, but all to no purpofe: 
all the favour they íliewed him, was, that in- 
ílead of burning him and his companion ulive, 
their heads were cut off with a hatchet in thcir 
cabins,
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The hatred of the chriílians carried them to an 
exccfs o f fury, for they murdered or tormented 
them to death, without regard to fex or age, when- 
ever they fell into their hands. Amongíl others 
who died martyrs to their rage, was the brav e l ief- 
karet, whom one of the parties met alone, and 
not daring to attack him to his face, engaged in 
a familiar convcrfation with him, and killed him 
from behind. The Algonquin women nobly re- 
fifted their cnemies on this occaíion, and, fightuig 
their way to the Frcnch, were the firft who appriz- 
ed them of their danger *.

* One of them, being takcn prifoner, was carried to an Iro- 
quols village, where íhe was ftripped naked, and her hands and 
feet bound with ropes, in one ot thcir cabins. In this condition 
the remained for ten days, the favages fleeping round her cvery 
night. The eleventh night, pcreciving they were all afleep, (lie 
difengaged one of her hands, and foon frccing hcrfelf from the 
ropes, went to the door, where (lie fnatchcd up a hatchet, llew 
the favagc that lay next her, and fpringing out of the cabin, con- 
cealed hcrfelf in a hollow trcc, that íhc had obferved tlic day be- 
fore, near the place. The noife the dying perfon made,’ foon 
alarmed the other favages, and all the young ones fet out in pur. 
fuitof her. Pcrceiving, from lwr tree, tirar all ot them d.refted 
their courfe onc way, and that no perfon was near her, íhc left 
her fanéluary, and flying by an oppoíite djreílion, íhc ran mto 
a foreíl without being pereeived. The fecond day after this hap- 
pened, her footíleps were pereeived, and they followed her with 
fueh expedition, that, on the third day, íhe difeovered her purfuers 
at her hecls. She inftautly thrcw hcrfelf into a pond of water 
which was near her, where diving amongíl fomcweeds and̂  bul- 
ruíhca, flie coidd juftbrcath above water without being pereeived; 
ib that her purfuers, after making a nmft ddigent fearch for her, 
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W hile tho Iroquois were thus íhaking ofT thcir 
chriílianity, it was takcn up by thc Abcnaquais, 
un Indian nation lving betwccn Lakc Champlain 
and New Engtand> and divided into various tribes 
who live on the banks of the river Pentagcot; 
and, about this time, the colony of N ew Eng- 
land being very ílrong, and many dilfenting mi- 
nifters, who had been driven from thcir nativc coun- 
try on account of religión, having fettled thcre, 
fome of them grcw as zealous for the converfion 
o f  the Indians as the Jcfuits themfelves were, and 
had made a very confiderable progrefs in it. This 
alarmcd the French at Qucbec; and father Gabriel 
Dreuillettes was fent lipón a miífion amongít the 
Abcnaquais for thcir converfion. The French fay 
that this miífion was folicitcd for by the Can- 
nibas, an Abenaquais nation who traded with 
Quebec. Their countrymen who had been con-

werc fórced to return. For fívc atul tlilrty days tliis poor crea- 
ture hclil on hcr courfe, through woods aml dcfarts, without any 
othcr iufteuance titán roots aml wiltl berries. Wlien (lie cante 
to .tlic River St. Latircnce, fhc made with her own hatuls a klnd 
of a wicktr raft, on wnich ího paflcd it. As lite wcnt liy Trois 
Riviercs, without well knowing wberc lite was, flic percelveil 
a canoe full of Inilians, aml, fearing theymight lte Troqnois, (lt« 
again ran into the woods, whcre íhc vemaincd till fun-fet; but 
foott after, continuing her courfc, Ate faw Trois Riviercs. Sh# 
was thcn difcovercd by a patty whom Ihc kitciv to be llurons, 
and tvhcn thcy approached her, Ihc fquattcd dpwn behind a bullí, 
calling out to thcm, that lite was not in a comlition to be fectt, 
becapfc ílte was riakcd, Tluy iljurrediatclY threw hcr a blanket, 

. Vericd
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verted by thcEngliíh, and who lay nearcíl to N ew  
England, beginning to thrive, and to live in much 
grcatcr abundancc than before, their lands being 
much bettcr improvcd, and their perfons better 
cloathed; thc Abenaquais, who lay nearcíl to Ca
ñada, being miferably poor and lazy, no doubt 
expefted the like defireable change of circumflances 
from their converfion by the French; and num- 
bers were accordingly made profelytes to thc chrif- 

tian faith.—
At this period Montmagny received an order 

from his court to deliver up his commiífion to d’Ail- 
lcbouít, who had for fome time commanded at 
Trois Riviercs; and he departed foi France with 
a great charaftcr, both for his virtues and abilities. 
FlTs fucccffor was faid to be a very deferving 
perfon, but a zealot for thc converfion of thc 
Indians. Having great experience in the aífiurs oí 
the French colon)', high expc&ations were form- 
cd of his government; and it was owing to neglcct 
and mifinanagement at home, that thcy were not 
anfwcred. —  The Andados, a warlikc tribe of In- 
dians, now offered thcir aífiílance to the Hurons, 
againít thc Iroquois, who ílill continucd to be their 
implacable enemies; but thc former feemed to have 
exchangcd for chriílianity all their nathe courage

aml conduftcd hcr to thc fon of Tnñs Riviercs, where flm re- 
counted ber ftory; the moft rcmarkuble circumftancc ot which 
is her innato delire of blood, that was fo ftrong as to induce hcr 
tokillthc favage, which occafioned all thc dangcrtliat anciwavds

putfucd hcr. „ 1
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and love o f their country. Depending on thc pro- 
tcclion of the French, they civilly declined the of- 
fer of the Andaíles, and giving way to their na
tural indolence, they made no provifion for their 
defcnce, till the Agniers fcll upon their villagc 
of St. Ignatius, and gave thcm a complete dcl'cat. 
Indicad of preparing to revenge their lofs, the Hu- 
rons finding their cncmics did not follow their 
blow, relapfcd intoall their former fupinencfs; and 
for fome time the colony enjoyed a ftatc of tran- 
quility, while the French followed the fur-trade 
about Trois Riviercs and Tadoulíac, with great 
fuccefs and profit. The Iroquois had forefeen thc 
fecurity of the Hurons; and, watching their time, 
they fecretly armed themfelvcs, when they under- 
ftood thar thc greateft number of the young Hu
rons wcre gone to hunt, and, on thc fudden, they 
inveíted the populous villagc of St. Jofeph. Father 
Daniel, an obftinate enthufiaílic miffionary, who 
attended this villagc, was then faying mafs, and 
had but juft time to flrip himfelf of his ccclcfiafti- 
cal habir, and to lock up the holy utenfils, when 
he faw himfelf furrounded with thc Iroquois, who 
ílaughtcred all they found. The father intrepidly 
íicpped into thc midíl of the carnngc, and, dipping 
his handkerchief in water, he baptized by fprink- 
ling, many who implored it in their lafl moments; 
and obílinately refufing to íly, he was himfelf the 
laíl viftim o f the íury of the Iroquois, who killed

him
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him with their arrows, and mangled his body in 
a barbarous manner.

The pcoplc of New England, in 1648» fentto 
thc governor and council o f Cañada, a propofal 
that there íhould be a perpetual pcace between 
thc two colonies, cvcn though their mother-coun- 
tries werc at w a r; but it carne to nothing. The 
Iroquois had difeontinued their maiíacres for fie 
months, and the chriftian Hurons continued to live 
with their ufual indolence, as if  they had no enc- 
my to guard againft, when, on thc íixtecnth of 
March, 1649, before day, a body of one thou- 
fand Iroquois fuddenly furprifed the villagc of St. 
Irrnatius, and butehered or took prifoners moft of 

the inhabitants.
T w o hundred of the Iroquois, the main body 

of whom had now rcturned to St. Louis, approach- 
ed St. Mary’s, a populous and wcll-fortified vil- 
lage, but fell into an anibufcadc of thc Hurons, 
who killed many of them, and, forcing the rcít 
to fly, purlucd thcm as far as St. Louis, where 
themfelves, who were but a handful, wcre fur
prifed in their turn, and furrounded by their ene- 
mies. They defended themfelves, howcver, very 
bravely; all of them werc wounded, many were 
killed, fome were made prifoners, but none of 
them efeaped ; and in them fell thc flower of the 
Hurón nation. The pcople at St. Mary’s were 
ovcrwhelmed with confternation and defpair, at 
hearing of this defeatj but the Iroquois, thc ucxt

day,
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clay wcrc feizcd with a panic, and returncd home, 
where they put their prifoners to death by thc tor
ture.— The mifiionaries amongft the Indians of 
St. Mary’s, upon this, formed a projeél for col- 
lettirfg together the remains of that nation, ahd 
tranfporting them to fome place of fafety, where 
they could not be difturbcd by their enemies. For 
thispurpofe they propofed the ifle of Manitoualin; 
a narrow fpot, about forty leagucs in lcngth, lying 
in thc fouth part of lake Hurón; but this propo- 
fal was rejeéted by the Hurons, becaufe it was 
at too great a diftance from their native country; 
and they pitched upon the little ifland of St. Jofeph, 
lying within fight of their ancient habitations. 
This place was foon pcoplcd, and thc inhabitants 
grew numerous, on account of thc convcniencc 
of fiíliing and hunting in the neigbourhood; whilc 
tlie mifiionaries, inftead of inftrudting them in the ra- 
tional parts of chrifiianity, and thc arts of indufiry, 
fpent their time in myílic devotions, and baptized 
thrce thoufand Indians in a íhort time. —  The fum- 
mer pafied over without any thing remarkablc hap- 
pemng; but winter overtook them in a molí la
mentable fituation. So fervid had been their dc- 
votion, that they had fowcd little or nothing; 
their filhery had turned out very ¡11, and all their 
game was foon deftroyed; fo that in the autumn 
thev began to feel thc approaches of famine. 
This calamity was followed by a peftilence; and 
while the inhabitants of thc ifie o f St. Jofeph wcre

plúnged
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plunged into thcfc miferies, news carne to the 
Hurón nation that three hundred Iroquois had 
taken the field, and feemed to meditate fome blow 
againft the Tionnontatez Hurons. This tribe was 
fo populous, that one of their villages, that of St. 
John, contained upwards of fix hundred families. 
The Hurón chicfs, far from keeping upon their 
guard, took the field in queft of their enemies, 
who, giving them the ílip, marched direñly to- 
wards St. John’s, where they killcd and took pri
foners all they met with, and put to death father 
Garnier.

In thc mean time, the mifcrable remains of the 
St. Jofeph colony had left i t ; and many of them 
had perilhed in the lake, thc ice breaking under 
them. Thofe who remained alive, who did not 
exceed three hundred, applied to father Ragueneau, 
their mifiionary, to fiielter them from the Iroquois, 
by conduéting them to Quebec, where, under the 
proteélion of thc governor, they might cultívate 
the lands that fiiould be afiigned them. The fa
ther, by the advice of his brethren, confented. 
They fet out by the river of the Ouatawas, and̂  
defpair rendering them hardy, they marchcd on 
without being attacked by their enemies. On the 
road they met Brefiani, who, being informed of the 
fate of the chrillian Hurons, thought he could not 
do better than go back ith Ragueneau; and accQrd4 
ingly returned to Quebec. —  Sudi of thc Hurons as 
could not be perfuaded to lea ve their native coun-

rry
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try, cxjierienced grcat variety of miíéries. Some of 
them fled for Ihelter to other nations, who there- 
by drcw upon thcm thc arms of the Iroquois; 
othcrs of them fetded under thc pretettion o f the 
Engliíh, on the bordejrs of Pennfylvania; andfome 
o f the' inhabitants o f the villages which remained 
ítill undeftroyed followcd a diñerent courfe; for 
they fubmittcd to the Iroquois, and were taken 
into their friendfhip and alliancc.

The increafe of peoplc at Qucbec laid thc French 
colonifts therc under inconccivable difficultics to 
fubfift them; and they found themfelves become 
almoíl as contemptible as their Indian allics had 
been, in the eyes of thc Iroquois; whilft thofe 
of the Hurons who had taken refuge under the 
cannon o f Qucbec, having now whcrewithal to 
fubíift on, forgot their former miferies, and paíled 
from dcfpondency to prefumption. They afloci- 
ated themfelves with their countrymen at Sylleri, 
with the Algonquins of Trois Rivieres, and the 
glcanings o f their countrymen who had efeaped 
the hatchets of the Iroquois, aud raadly formed 
amongíl themfelves a coufederacy to extermínate 
the Iroquois, thofe profeíled enemics to thc gof- 
pel. Setting out upon th'is ill conccrted expedition, 
they difpatched a Hurón, and an Algonquin, to 
reconnoitre a village o f the Agnicrs, which they 
were to attack. The former fe 11 into the hands 
of thc Agniers, and he betraycd his countrymen 
to the cncmy, by bringing them tq the place where
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they were lying aíleep. 1  hey were awakened by a 
difeharge of mufquctry, which killed or difabled 
their bcíl warriors; for the Agnicrs had time to 
takc their aim. Some of them, howevcr, fought 
their way into a neighbouring wood, where they 
faved themfelves; but all the reft were either kill
ed or burwt alive, excepting two, who efeaped 
to Quebec with the melancholy news.

The French at Tadouffac found it for their in
terdi to indulge the Algonquins and Hurons, 
who repaired thithcr, with the ufe ot brandy, which 
kept them in a perpetual (late ot intoxicación ; and 
their paffion for ftrong liquors grew everv day 
fo violent and intratable, that no autliority, 
either civil or ccclefiallic, cotild put a ílop to it. 
D ’Aillebouíl was now rccallcd, and M. de I .aufon, 
onc of the chief direélors of the Qucbec company, 
was nominated to fucceed him; but hedid not ar-. 

• rive at his govcrnmcnt till the next year. He had 
grcat expericnce in thc aflairs ot the colon) , and 
had negotiated thc reftitution of Qucbec by the 
Engliíh; but wras amazed to find thê  colony in 
fo miferable a ftate upon his arrival. The Iroquois 
marched up to the very mouth of the french ean- 
non without fear, and infulted them on all hands. 
Bochart, a man ot capacity and virtue, wasthen 
the French governor at Trois Rivieres, and had 
prevented thc vice of drunkennefs from infeting 
that fettlemcnt, which, under him, was in tery 
good order. Pcrceiving that the Indians ext-, nd- 

V o l . L U u ei1

I N A M E R I C A .  329



ed their infults to his govcrnment, he fomewhat 
unadvifedly raarched out in perfon againft them, 
and was kiiled. His dcath increafed thc infolence 
of thc lavages, and the new governor of Qnebec 
found himíelf obliged to inclofe S)1 lie vi with a 
wall. The Abenaquais were the only chviílian 
nation whora the Iroquois did not attack; but they 
were probably reílrained by the refpedl they bore 
for the Englifh. Father Dreuillettes, whp fecms 
to have had the fame zcal, but a much greater 
capacity, than his brother miífionarics, had bccn 
long employed with great fucceís in converting 
thefe, and having won their aHeétion, he formed 
thcm into a barrier againft the Engliíh icttlers. — * 
It was about this time that father Butcux, in tra- 
vclling to convcrt Indians in undifcovered rcgions 
o f thc north, was nnirdered by thc Iroquois. At 
laft, the pericverance and zeal of tiie Jcluits began 
to abate, and fomc o f them rcturned to Europc; 
amonft whom was father llreflani. —  The fettle- 
ment at Montreal, partook of the general calami- 
ties. Maifonneuve, who ftill continucd to govern 
there, fouñd himfclf obliged to go to Oíd France 
for frelli recruits; and, in 1653, he rcturned with, 
one hundred men, and a feraale houfe-keeper, 
callcd Margaret Bourgeois, who afterwards inrtitut- 
ed the order of the daughtcrs of the congregaron. 
W hile Maifonneuve was employed in guarding 
Montreal from furprifes, about fixty of the favage 
rribe callcd Onnondagans, prefented thcmfelvcs at

the
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the gare o f the forr, anddemanded a parley, upon 
which lome of them were admicted into the place, 
and detlared that their nation was difpoíed to trcat 
of a peacc. They accompanied their fpeech with 
prei'ents, and freíh alfuranccs of their fincerity, 
Upon this, they were luftered to return to their 
chiefs with the tertns offered by the governor, and 
in their way they engaged thc tribes ot Onneyouth 
and Goyogouin to join them in the negociatíon. 
The head of thc latter not only named his deputies 
to go to Montreal, but fent along with him a 
belTof wamptim, as a token that five hundred 
Iroquois were on their march to attack Trois Ri- 
vieres. Maifonneuve acquainting Laufon with his 
danger, thc latter immediately aíTembled all the 
Hurons lie could get together, and attacked a body 
of the Agnicrs, whom he defeated, making their 
chief and many of their leaders prifoners, An. 
other party of thc Iroquois marched up to thc very 
gates of Quebec, where they made fome prifoners*.

* Amongft thefe was father Poncct, who was the darlmg of 
thc provincc, whom they carried into captivity. Forty 1< rcnch, 
and a mrniber of favages inftantly cntered into an aliociation to 
deliver their miffionary, and, fetting out frota <lifcpv=teti
the ñames of Poncct, and his fellow prifoners, cugraved on thc 
trunkofa trec, with the following note undenwath : “  Six Hu- 
» rons now tuturalized Iroqupis, and four Agniers heve carried 
» us off, but as yet done us no hann.”  They foon liad reafcu 
to alter their tone; for when they carne to the Agnier vil'.age, 
Whcre an afl'cmbly was lteld, to delibérate 011 thc tato of the pri« 
fpneti, a vvpntan carne up to thc party, and ptefentsd them with

V  w z
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Peace was at laít concludcd, and a reciprocal 

confidence feemcd to have been fettled on both fules. 
Next ycar father Le Moyne was fent to Onnon- 
dago, to ratify the treaty, and was fo wcll fatis- 
fied with the cordial reception lie liad from the 
favages, that he offered to take up his refidence 
withthem, which was readily accepted; an apart- 
ment was affigned him, and he accordingly took 
pofléffion oí it. He tlien fet out for Qucbec, 
loaded with prefents from all the Iroquois chiefs.

a ftring o¡' wampura, that íhc might be permitted to cut ofF one 
of the millionary’s íingers. Tina favour was granted her; and, 
to the.grcat joy of the iqilfionary, who it feems ufed to perfornt 
the facrcd cercmomes with the right hand, it was the fore finger of the 
left hand that (he cut off. Next ̂ lay he was abandoned to the bar- 
barous treatment of the childrcn of the fcvcral viilagcs through 
which he was to be carried; and, at laft, anoíltcr council aílem- 
bled, who pronotmeed fcntcncc, that the Frepchman, his com- 
panion, thould be bumt alive, which was cxecuted immcdiately; 
and that the father flionld be put into the bands of a matron who 
hsd loft a near relatiou in the war; and (lie gave the millionaiy 
his lile. Three days after, an Iroquois carne exprefs from Trois 
Ivivieres with an aecount that peace was upon the poiut of being 
concludcd, and thst Ononthio liad obligcd the Iroquois to give 
htm holtages, whofe lives werc to be anfwerablc for that of father 
Pouect.

This news cntircly ahered the father’s fituation. Thcy carried 
him to Orangc, the ueareft Dutch fettlement, where lie was new 
eloathed, Ti i j own cloatlis being tora to pieccs. Upon his rctnni, 
he was eonduCied from one cantón to an'othcr, with all demon- 
ftrations oftlic molí linccre fricndlhip; and at laft arrived, on the 
fiíth cf Novembcr, at Qucbec, where he was rcceived with the 
greateft joy by his cotmtiymeu.

He

Howevcr, before he liad reached there, a proof 
of the little depcndance that is to be had upon the 
faith of thofe favages. Being in a canoe with two 
Onnondagans, and followed by otber canoes, in 
which were Algonquins and Hurons, when they 
carne near Montreal they were furrounded by ieveral 
boats filled with Agniers, who poured into his 
canoes a fire o f mufquetry, which killed all the 
Algonquins and Hurons, and one of his Onnon
dagans ; and the enemy then took and bound the 
father himfelf, as if lie liad been a prifoner of war. 
They at the famc time told the furviving Onnoa- 
dagan, that he was at liberty to return home. 
Bm the favage declarad, that lie never would aban- 
don the miffionary, and threatened the Agniers 
with the refentment of the Upper Iroquois; fo that 
the barbarians, percciving him to be refolute and 
inflexible in his purpofe, unbound the father, and 
replaced liirn under the caro of his faithful guide, 
who condufted him to Montreal. This aftion was 
dil'avowcd by the Agnier cantón: but thcfc In- 
dians percciving, thnr tlieir own importance was 
cvery day diminilhing, fccretly refolved to break 
the peace, which obliged them never to appear 
armed in the French colony, and not to interrupt 
the miffionaries in tlieir funftions. In a ilion time 
a miffionaty was found murdered and fcalped near 
Syllcri, and it was plain, that the barbarians had 

refolved upon a rupturc.
This,
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This, and many othcr acts of treachery, at laft 
obligcd the French to take the field, which they 
did, the rather becaufe they knew the Agniers 
could not, at that time, be fupported by the uppcr 
Iroquois ; and this had fo good an eñ'eíl that thofe 
barbarians apologizcd for their conduét, and not 
only offered to enter into the treaty without any 
reítridtion, but carneílly petitioned to have a mif- 
fionary fent to inftruft them. —  About this time, 
the Iroquois fo efle&ually extenninated a nation 
called the Eries, that no traces of them now re
mam, ñor could it be knotvn they ever had exiíled, 
were it not for the great lake, on the borders of 
which they were fituated, and, which, for that 
reafon, ftill bears their ñame. The Iroquois, at 
the beginning of that war, were woríted; but 
they.purfued it with fuch unrelenting fury as to 
effeét the cataftrophe we have mentioned. The 
French were under great apprehenfions, that this 
fuccefs of the Iroquois might encourage them to 
renew the war, which indecd might have bcen 
the cafe, had not the cantón of the Onnondagans 
bcen fo well difpofcd to chriftianity, that they rc- 
fuled to enter into the quaríel. They vvent far- 
ther; for they fent father Dablon, with a commif- 
fion from their chiefs, to Quebec, to perfuade M, 
Laufon to fend a number of French to fettle amongtt 
them. Dablon, attended by a numerous retinuc 
o f the natives, arrived at Quebec; and notwith- 
ftanding all that an ancient Hurón, who had lived

long
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long in the Onnondagan country, could do to dif- 
fuade him, Laufon refolved to grant the requeft. 
Fifty Frenchmen, with the Sieur Dupuis, to com- 
mand them, were chofen for the ncw fettlement. 
Threc miffionaries were affigned them, and though 
the harveft had bcen but indiiterent, Dupuis \\ as 
furnilhed with provifions to fupply his colony for 
a year, and to fow all the ground that íhould be 

afligned him.
The Iroquois raifed four hundred men, whom 

they fent out to attack the party under Dupuis on 
their march; but, miffing their blow, they fell 
Upon fome ftray canoes, which they pillaged, pre- 
tending that they did not know they belongcd to 
the French, but thought they were Hurons or Algon- 
quins» The flower of the chriitian Hurons were 
at this time fcttled, to the number of iix hundred, 
in the ille of Orleans, where they had begun to 
cultívate the grounds; but they were fo carclefs, 
that the Iroquois found means in one day to cajry 
off fifty of them to dicir own country, where they 
were put to dcath with moft horrible tortures, with
out being purfued by Laufon, though the barba- 
rians, on their way homewards infulted him under 

his own cannon.
The Iroquois having fubdued the Hurons, next 

fell upon the Outawas, but the latter left their 
own country, and dilperfed thcmfclves through 
Various parts of the continent, the bulk of them

fcttling
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iéttling on thc borders o f the rivcr which ftill bears 
thcir ñame. After the entire dcítruétion of the Hu
rón habitations, thcy were joined by the Tionnon- 
tatez Hurons, and they moved foutluvards, till 
they carne to the River MiffiíHppi, where, at firíl, 
fome of thcm made an alliance with the Sioux; 
but, breaking with them, they were reducéd to 
the grcateíl miícry, and obliged to divide thern- 
felves into little parties, wandering wherever they 
could.find fubfiftance through the vaft tracls lying 
to the eaíhvard of the Miffiffippi. T w o Frcnch- 
men carne up with about twenty of them, whom 
they conduclcd from the banks of lake Michi
gan, as they had fomefurs with them, to Quebec; 
where they were favourably received, on aceounC 
o f their civilities to thcir two French condu&ors. 
Laufon, hearing that a feftlement of thol'e Outa
was had becn made on the borders of lake Michi
gan, and feeing their furs to be of an excellent’ 
kind, immediately thought of fending fome French 
to fettle among them. Thirty young Frénchmen of- 
fered themíelves volunteers for that lervicc, ñor 
was there wanting plenty of mifíionaries, as ufual, 
to attend the Outawas on their return. The ad- 
venturers let out from Quebec, about the nvelfth 
of Auguft, 1656; but as theydrew ncar Trois Rt- 
vieres, they met with an advicc-canoe, fent to in- 
form them that a party of the Agniers was in the 
neighbourhood. Being thus put upon their guard, 
they efeaped the ambufeade the barbarians had

plantcd
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planted for them, and arrived fafe at Trois Ri- 
vieres. The French adventurers landing there, be- 
gan feriouíly to reílcét upon the dangers they were 
about to encounter, cfpecially as they faw their 
favage friends but ill ]>rovided for an engagement. 
All of them, thereforc, but three, who would not 
abandon their ghoítly fathers, refufed to procecd. 
The Outawas, however, having provided them- 
fclves with fire-arms, with which they had becn 
before cntirely unaequainted, diverted themfelvcs 
with firing them off, which, when they were re- 
embarked, inílrufted thc Agniers, who watchcd 
them, inthe route they had taken; and they had 
fufficient lcifure to prepare a freíli ambufeade. They 
were then above the iíland of Montreal; and thc 
Agniers, having chofcn a proper ftation, poured 
into the fix firíl canoes, which were filled with 
Hurons, all but father Garrcau one of thc miílion- 
aries, a full difeharge of their fire-arms, which 
killed many of them; and then, the canoes being 
attackcd hatchet in hand, all who did not fall by 
the firíl difeharge, were killed or made prifoners. 
The Outawas, who were not engaged, carne too 
late to prevent thc mifchief which they feemed 
refolved to revenge; but, after a brifk lkirmiíh, 
they intrenched themfelvcs, and the next day they 
departed witli all imaginable fecrefy, leaving be- 
hind them the two Jefuits, one of whom was mpr- 
tally wounded, and thc three Frenchmen.

V ol. I. X  x The
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The Frcnch undervvent great hardíhips in their 
march to the country of thc Onnondagans, bcing 
difappointed in their fcheme of fupporting them- 
fclves by hunting and fiíhing; and they muit have 
periíhcd for want o f the mere neceflaries of lite, 
liad not the clders of thc Onnondagans fent them 
provifions on thc road in canoes. They were, at 
the fume time, informed that a vaft number of the 
Iroquois, and otlicr favages were aíTembled on thc 
borders of the lake Gunncntaha, to receive them; 
upon which M. Dupuys prepared to enter thc coun- 
try, and in fuch a manner as might ilrike the bar- 
barians with refpcdh The Frcnch were received 
with all the marks o f honour, and oven devotion, 
that the favages could exprefs. Their moíl re: 
mote cantons demanded miffionaries for their in- 
llruftion, and they were obliged to enlarge their 
chapel to receive their converts. T o  give thc ut- 
moft proof o f their friendíliip, when the heats of 
the country introduced diítcmpers amongíl the 
Frcnch, thc favages cured them by medicines pe
culiar to thcmfelves. Thofe fricndly appearances 
impofed on the grcatelt part, but the moíl lcnfible 
amongíl the French, advilcd their countrymen to 
be upon their guard, and ta  build a fort which 
might bridle tlie natives. This adrice, howcver, 
could not be complied with, becaufe of the po- 
verty of New Francc; though the neccffity of it be
fante cvery day more and more apparent.
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The

The Hurons of the ifle of Orlcans, thinking 
they were not fufe ¡.itere, liad removed to Qtiebec, 
and, in refentment for the French having, as they 
thought, abandoned them to their enemics, they 
had fecrctly fent a mefl'age to propofe to the AgniciS 
an unión, and to become one pcople; and the 
latter had cmbraced the propofal; but the 
Hurons retrafting it, they refolved to carry 
fire and fword, as they did, into their countrj. A  
great number of the ftraggling Hurons were ac- 
Cordingly put to death; and, at laft, when the Ag- 
niers thought they had been fufficiendy humbled, 
they fent a deputadon of thirty of their chicfs to 
Quebec to condudt the Hurons to their country. 
This dcputatioil* behaved with intolerable haugh- 
tinefs. The chief of them demanded an audience 
in a full aflfembly, which Laufon was weak enough 
to grant, and the manner in wlf.eh he deli- 
vered himfelf, together with the haughtinefs of 
his demands, was as extraordinary as the hunuhty 
with which thc French received them.

The Hurons in general were grcatly dif- 
gufted with this tamcncfs; fome of them were 
for joining thc Onnondagans, to whom they had 
already made propofals for that purpofe; others 
were for remaining in thc proteftion ot thc Frcnch ; 
but the tribe of thc Bear remained firm to their 
engagements with thc Agniers. Thofe points be- 
ing fetdcd, thc council was rc-afl'cmbled, and ihe 
Agnier deputíes callcd in, Laufon himfelf having 

X  x 2 t*ic
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the mcannefs to continúe prefent. Father Le Moync 
ferved as interpreter on this occafion, and thus ad- 
drefied himfelf to theAgnier deputation, u Onnon- 
“  thioj faid he, lovcs thc Hurons, they are his 
‘c children, but he does not hold thcm in pupil* 
“  L g e ; thou haít undertaken to condudl thcm 
“  henee; they are of age to chufe for themfelves; 
“  he opens his arms, and gives them liberty to go 
“  whither they pleafe : for my par?, I wili follow 
“  them wherever they go. I f  they repair, Ag- 
“  nier, to thy country, I will inítruft thee like- 
“  wife in what manner the Author of all things is 
“  to be praycd to and adored ; but I cannot ílattcr 
“  myfelf that thou wilt hear m e; I know thee 
“  and thy indocility ; but I will comfort myfelf 
“  with the Hurons. As to fomc canoes which 
“  have been demanded, i f  you want any, you muíl 

makc them. YVe have not cnough for ourfelvcs.” 
The chicf of the Bear tribe then addrcíTed him- 

felf to the dcputics in thc following manner í 
“  M y brother, I am y o u r s I  throw myfelf with 
“  my eyes fhut into your canoes, I am refolved on 
“  every thing, cven to dic ; but I intend that I 
“  and my family íhall go firíl. I will fufler no 
“  others to embark with m e; if aftenvards thc 
“  rcíl of my nation Íhall join us, it is w e ll: but I 
“  íhall be glad to fee, before-hand, how you trcat 

ine. Fíe then prefented thc deputation with 
tnree belts, to prevail with thcm to trcat him and 
his family well, Aftcr this, thc Bear cribe, and fa-
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ther Le Moync embarked with the deputies; and 
fome days after their departure, deputies carne from 
thc Onnondagans on the famc errand; but werc 
incenfed, when they heard that the Bear tribe had 
gone off with the Agnicrs, and began to ufe 
threats againft thc Hurons, who made the beft 
apology they could, but to very little purpofe. 
Laufon was then obliged to interpofe, and to tell 
thcm, That they were wanting in thc refpcft they 
o\ved to their father; that the Hurons in general 
were ready to follow thcm ; but that their wives 
and children were terrified at their threats and war- 
likc appearancc, which were very improper whilc 
they were applying to thcm as friends and bro- 
thers ; that if they would rcturn to their countr)’, 
and a¿t regularlv, the Hurons would wait for 
them at Montreal, and give hoílages for the per
formance of all they had promi fed them. This 
fpeech, with good cntertainment in eating and 
drinking for fomc days, pacified thc dcputics, 
and they rcturned home, fecmingly well fatisfied. 
But thc deputation of thc Onnondagans was de- 
trimental to the intercíls o f the French in Cana- 
da, becaufe it expofed their wcaknefs, and their
inability to proteél their friendly Indians. ------ -
They carne, as had been ílipulated at Quebec the 
year before, to carrj' with them the Hurons, who 
Were accompanied by two Jefuits, and fomc French- 
men. On the day of embarkation, thc latter 
were furprifed when thc Onnondagans refufed to

fuñer

I  N  A M E R I C A .  341



iiifler any but thc Hurons to attend them. The}", 
howcver, at faft agreed to takc Tome of the French, 
but were fo obftinate againít the Jefuits, who 
would by no means abandon their Hurón difciples, 
that thefe were obligcd to embark on board a ca
nee without any provifion, but a fmall bag of 
nieal. This fpecimen of thc behaviour of the On- 
nondagans created many melancholy apprchenfions 
amongft the Hurons, which were foon verificd. A 
Hurón woraan had her brains bcaten out by an 
Onnondagan chicf, who attempted to raviíh her; 
and foon after, a great number of the moft con
siderable Hurons were maíTacrcd, and thc furvi- 
vors treated as ílaves, fome of them being even 
burned alive. The two miflionaries and the four 
French, who attended the Hurons, expeéted cvery 
mornent the lame fate: but (for whatreafon does 
not appear) they were faved, and arrived with the 
convoy at Onnondago, where they underftood from 
Dupuys, that a refolution had bcen taken by thc 
favages to cut off all thc French in their coun- 

try *.

*  This barbarous refolution took rife from the following occa- 
fon.— A hoily of Onncyouths had murdered thrcc Frenchntcn 
ncar Moñtrcal; and D’Aillcboftt, the French govemor atQucbec, 
in the room of Laufon, who was rccallcd to Frailee, fei/.cd and 
imprifontd all the Iroquois whotn he could find in his colony, till 
he fiiould reccivc fatisfadion for the dcath of the Ftenchmen. 
This exafpcrated thc favage tribes; but inftead of procecding tm- 
mcdiately. toviolences, they coolly refolved on thc following fcltemc

Such
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Such was the fituation of French Cañada, when 

the vifcount D ’Argenfon, who had bcen appointcd 
governor-general of New France, arrrived at Que- 
bec to take poíTeíTion of his government. His

of murder. Father Le Moyne was to he fent, attended by a nu
meres convoy, to protea him, as they pretended, againít the 
infults of the yonng favages, to trcat of thc ranfotn of tire Jro- 
quois. At thc fanic time, large bodies of other Indtans were 
to difperfc thcmfelvcs tbrongh thc neighbourhood of Quebee, who, 
as foon as they hcard of thc delivcrance of their countrymen, 
were to fall upon thc French, and murder them wherever they 
could be found, and tire colony under Dupuys was to undergo tbe 
fame fate. Thofe favages are inconftant in their refolutions, and 
itnpaticnt till they come to aftión, when their motive is revengo; 
fo that without waiting for Le Moyne, great bodies of the Ag- 
niers, Onncyouths, and Oimondagans, took the field with all 
their warlikc equipages. This alarmed thc fulpicions of Dupuys; 
and being infotined by a cbrilliati convert of thc tmth, he fent a 

courier to M. D’Aillebouft, to warn him of bis dauger. As to 
himfelf and his people, he could tliink of no expedient of fafety 
but to fly ; and he immcdiatcly fet them to work to makc boats m 
an outlying barn of thc Jefuits, that they might not be difeovered 
by ihc favages, and cffcfted bis efeape, aceonling to the French
Writcrs, in thc following woudcrtul manner:

A  yonng. Frcnebman, tbe adopted fon of onc of the Uvaget, 
ptrfuadcd bis father of adoption, that he dreamed of ene of thofe 
feafts, at which thc guefts are obligcd to cat aU that ts f « ' cdL “P* 
iafilled that fue h a fead fliould be mude, »nd fatd he íhould dtc il the 
fmaUeft morfcl was left. The aficiónate India,, granted thp fon s 
requetb, and invited all the cribe to the fcatl, wlneh was lixed tor 
the fourtecnth of March, thc duy on which the ¡ rwch were to 
attempt their efApc. Everv thing fuccceded as the latter cou. 
with the gticiis fealled under tire found ot all the drums and
trumpets of the vil) age, till all of iban fell úft <$«P i U1’J

firft
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firft cxercife of power thcrc, was to dctach about 
two hundred men, French and natives, againft the 
Iroquois, but thefe could not come up with them. 
The favages marched next to íurprife thc fettle- 
ment of Trois Rivieres : thcy propofed to do this 
by amufing De la Potherie, thc French comman- 
dant thcrc, with a íham confcrence, and dif- 
patched cight of their countrymen to Trois Rivi
eres for that purpofe: but Potherie was aware of their 
intention, and inftantly feizcd on thc cight fava
ges, onc of whom he detained in his own prifon, 
and fent the other feven to thc governor-gcncral, 
by whofe orders thcy were put to dcath ; and this 
fcafonable fcverity for fome time rcílored tranquillity 
to the province.

In 1659, a biíhop was fent to refide in Cañada. 
The firft thing this ncw prclate did, was to dc- 
mand the famous father Jerome Lallcmant, who

Frencbman, watching his opportunity, flippcil oot and joined h« 
companions, who, favoured by the noite, had, by this time, gototf 
in their boats; aml M. Dupuys, after cncountcring valí difficul-
ties and fatigues, arrived in-fifteen days at Montrcal.----- 'Hiere
he fonnd conftcrnation and confufíon Ijprcad through all the colon/* 

' Partios of thc Iroquois covered the coimtiy, and, without declat* 
ing thcmfclves enemies, obligcd the French to keep within their 
walls. Towards thc end of May, father Le Muync, who had 
been prcaehing among the Agniers, was by them fafcly conduc
ta!, according to their proraife, to Montrcal; and thcy after- 
wards joined the other Iroquois; upon which, tllofe favages im* 
mediately hroke out into opeo holiilities, aml murdered the Algon- 
quins, even under thc cannon of the foit of Qncbec.

then
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then prefided in thc college of La Fleche, from the 
general of the Jefuits to attend him to Cañada ; 
and his requeft was aceordingly complied with.. 
He, however, introduced a total alteration into thc 
ecclefiaftical difcipline and government of Cañada, 
wherc no pricfts but Jefuits had hitherto found ac- 
cels; fot he firft carried over with him monks ot 
other orders, who were inftituted to benefices; 
but Montrcal and its dependancies remained under 
the dircdlion of the fathers of the feminary of St. 
Sulpice; and having obtained from the pope a brief, 
appointing him apoítolical vicar of New I‘ ranee, and 
being amufed with daily accounts of difeoveries of 
nations to the north and wcft of Lakc Hurón , he 
prepared, in concert with father Lallcmant, who 
had been again named fupcrior-gcneral ol the mif- 
fions, for their converfion.

In the year 1660, an Algonquin metwith numbers 
of his countrymen near Hudfon’s Bay, who had fled 
thither from the Iroquois. He found thc natives as 
uell as his countrymen there, fo wcll difpofed to 
join with the French againft the Iroquois, that thcy 
fent him with prefents to the govemor-general of 
New Franco, to a dure him of their friendíhip and 
aíüítance. About thc fame time, two rrenchmen, 
who had wintered on the borders of the uppér lake, 
by travelling weftWard, difeovered the nation of the 
Sioux, who, at that time, had never heard of the 
French, and who were but little known, even to 
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the Hurons and Algonquins. The Hurón nations 
o f the Tionnontatez and the Outawas, vvhom 
vve have already mentioned, trufling to their fire- 
arms, fought to make their quarters good amongft 
the Sioux, to vvhom they íled for proteétion, and 
even killed fome of thcm ; but thefe people, 
though ftartled at firft, attacked their guefts in a 
body, and defeated a gtcat number o f them, 
while they maíTacred others, whom they drove into 
a kind of a pool, wherc unavvares they found 
thcmfelves entanglcd, and not one man efeaped 
death from the arrows of the enemv. This deter- 
mined the Hurons to feek their habitations elfe- 
vvhere; and they fcttled to the fouth-caft of the 
vveftern point of the upper lake.

The Iroquois renlained mafters of all the opea 
country, who ravaged it from Montrcal to Que- 
bec. A body o f feven hundred of them liad de
feated a large party of French and Indians, and 
many of the colonifts vvere making dilpofitions to
embark again for Oíd Frailee»------Even the
nuns vvere obligcd to fly from their monafteries, to 
take refuge at Montrcal and Qucbec; and fo clofely 
had the favages blocked up the French vvithin their 
vvalls, that there vvas all the appcarancc of an ap- 
proaching famine; the Frcnehmcn, in many 
places, not daring to llir abroad, either to rcap or 
low; and, towardsthe end of vvinter, their cneniies 
appcared in more numerous bodies, and every vvhere 
butehered the French and Indians. Amongft the

former,
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former, fome perfons o f rank loít their liv es ; and 
amonga the latter, the women, rather than 
they vvould fall into the liands of the Iroquois, 
fought as bravely as the men. T o  heighten 
their misfortunes, the inhabitants vvere attacked 
by a kind of hooping cough, vvluch proved cpi- 
dcmical and turned into a pleurify that carried off 
great numbers. —  But vvliile this deplorable líate 
of the colony continued, the councils of the On- 
nondagans took a favourable turn for the French. 
It feems that, amongft thofe favages, the matrons 
form a confidcrablc part of the government; and 
the men, knovving that moft of them vvere fincere 
convcrts, and friends to the miffionaries, liad care- 
fully concealed from their females the intended 
maflacre of the French under M. Dupuys. On 
difeovering that the French and the miffionaries 
vvere gone? the women and their daughters cele- 
brated a general mourning, and, it is faid, afferted 
their prerogative from the ufurpations ot the men 
fo rcfolutely that they fet at liberty all the French 
prifoners, amounting to twenty, and converted one 
of their cabins into a chapel, vvhere great numbers 
of chriftians praved cvery day; and in eftcCbng 
this great revolution, they vvere affifted by the 
chriftians of the cantons of Goyogouin and On- 
neyouth, who continued in the faith. Soon after 
this nevvs carne the Iroquois diílippearcd ; and, 
towardsthe end of July, 1661, tvvo canoes, vvith a 
White liag, appeared before Montrcal. Being luf- 

Y  y a fered
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fercd to approach, thcy were found to be dcputics 
from the cantons nf Onnondago and Goyogouin ; 
and the dcpury from the lattcr had not only 
the bell interdi of any man in his cantón, but was 
the moft determined fricnd the Frcnch had amongft 
all the favages. They brought with thent four 
Frenchmen, whom they propofed to exchange for 
eight Goyogouin prifoners, and to fet at liberty all 
their remaining French captivos on the likc tcrms. 
They prefented Maifonneuve, at the famc time, 
with a letter of the remaining French prifoners, in- 
forming him of the good treatment they received, 
but at the lame time, that if  the propofal of their 
exchange weré rejeéled, they muft infalübly un- 
der«ro the llames. Maifonneuve, not thinking him- 
fclf fufficiently authorifed to rcturn an anfwer to 
thofe propofitions, fent an exprefs with them to 
the governor-general, and, in the mean whilc, 
lodged the dcputics in his fort. D ’Argenfon, who, 
bv this time, had become peeviíh and four by his 
fituation, and had demanded his recal, with lomé 
diíHculty agreed to the propofals ; but was at firll at 
a lofs to fmd a miffionary, who would venturc irito 
the favage country, which the Indiana iníiíled on 
as an indifpcnfable preliminary of the accommo- 
dation; but his uneafinefs wasfoonover; for the 
zealous father Le Movne chcarfully undertook the 
ersbafly.

D ’Argenfon was fucceeded in his governmcnt by 
the barón D  Avaugour, who liad bcen bred up in

the

the wars of Hungary, and was eíleemed an honeíl 
man, as well as a good officer, yet in other re- 
fpefts was very ill qualified to be a governor- 
general of New France. Having vifited the polis 
of Cañada, he appearcd highly furprifed and dif- 
appointed at feeing them fo weak, and openly 
declared, that if the French court did not fend him 
the fupplies and re-inforcements they had promifed 
him, he would leave his governmcnt, without 
xvaiting for the appointment of his fucceflbr. By 
this time Le Moyne had left Quebec, while the 
Pithers Dreuillcttes and Dablon failed up the river 
Saguenay, as far as the fource of the river Nc- 
kouba, thereby to get a paílitgc into the North 
Sea.— Afrcr they had paíled the Lake of St. John, 
they found fome favages, whom they converted to 
rhriftianity, about the fource of the River Nckou- 
ba, beyond which they could not procced, on ac- 
count of the Iroquois, who werc approaching, and 
had latcly deftroyed a whole nation. —  Though the 
dilTcrcnt tribes and townlhips of thofe favages are 
independant o f onc another, and though each 
adopts a form of governmcnt, as cuftom or ca- 
price direfls, yet they commonly have fome perfon 
of high diftinélion among them, whom they con- 
fider as the chicf of their nation, and who guides 
them in their general deliberations. The refolution 
taken by the Onnondagans to maflacre Dupuys, 
and his people, was only that of the tribe which 
had fent deputies to Montrcal ; for, from what fol-
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iows, it cloes not appear to have becn the general 
fenfe of the nation to brcak with the French. Fa- 
íhcr I -e Movne, in his travels to the Onnoadagan 
country, efcaped feveral dangers from the Agniers, 
the Onncyouths, and the Tfonnonthouans, who 
had no chief in the deputation to Montreal. 
W hcn he carne within two leagues o f Onnonda- 
go, he was furprifed to be met by Garakonthie, 
the grand chief of the whole nation, and lord of 
that cantón in particular ; as he knew that thofe 
favages feldom or never advance above a quarter of 
a mile to mect their deputies on their return. But 
this Garakonthie was a very extraordinary perfon- 
age, and had nothing about him o f the lavage, 
but his birth and education. By his great crcdit 
with his cantón he had faved the lives of all the 
French prifoners his people had made, and had 
cven the addrefs to deliver many who were in the 
hands of the Agniers; and he was inceflantly labour- 
ing to bring about a firm alliance bctwcen the 
French and his cpuntrymen.

On the twelfth o f -Auguít the deputies of On- 
pondago, Goyogouin, and Tfonnonthouan, alfem- 
blcd in Garakonthic’s cabin, to which Le Moyne 
was invited. He accordingly repaired thither, and 
opened his negotiation in a folemn and maítcrly 
manner. Thofe Indians having deliberated upon the 
father’s propofals, deterniined that nine French 
prifoners íhould he fent to Onnonthio, butr that 
they would referve the others in compliinent to

him,
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him, to keep him company during the winter; 
and that Garakonthie Íhould be appointed head o f 
the deputation which was to be fent to Montreal 
to conclude the peace.

In the middle of September, Garakonthie fet 
out upon his embaíTy ; and, upon his arrival at 
Montreal, he was rcceived with diftinftions due to 
the great fervices he had done the colony. In many 
prívate conferences he had there with the governor- 
general, the latter conceivcd fo high an opinión of 
his lincerity, as well as capacity, that, upon his 
promifing him to return in the fpring with the re- 
maining French prifoners, all the Iroquois captives 
were delivered into his hands. He imagined, that 
the fuperior cantons of the Iroquois were fo far in
volved in war with the Andaftes, and the Agniers, 
with other nations, fupported by the Abenaquais, 
that the defire of peace amongft all the Iroquois 
would become general: but he foon received in- 
telligencc, that the Iroquois were victorious over 
all their enemies, whom they had either conquered, 
or forccd to fue for peace. The Onnoqdagans 
hearing of this, and that the Agniers had again 
puíhed their ravaees to the very gates of Montréal, 
took arms againft the French. Being no longer 
awed by the prefenceof Garakonthie, two hundred 
of them invaded the French coloides, and, attack- 
ing a great many of the inhabitants of Montreal, 
who were at v  ork in the fields, they cut in p’teces 
the tawn-major, w ho had í'ullicJ out with twenty-
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fix foldiers, to bring oiV che peopje of Montreal. 
Iu the mean while Le Moyne continued to cxercife 
his funftions amongft the Onnondagans, notwith- 
ftanding the hoílilities their countrymen had been 
guilty of againíl the Frenchj and, by a prudent 
courfe of diffimulation, he gained his ends. Gara- 
konthie, loaded with valuable prefents, and, attend- 
ed by the Iroquois captives, arrived at this critical 
jundturc at Onnondago, and, though greatly 
ilartled at the alteration of his pcople’s fentiments, 
he actcd with fo nutch addrefs and firmnefs, that 
he not only obtained a ratiikation of the treaty he 
had concluded, but the delivery of all the French 
ptiloners into rhe hands of father Le Moyne, ex- 
cepting one, who was put to death by his mafter, 
becaule he refufed to join himfelf to a íemale In- 

dian, being already a married man.
The governor now wrotc in the ftrongcft terms 

to the court o f Francc for re-inforcements, by 
Boucher, the coramandaht of Tvois Rivicres, who 
was an honell man, and extremely well acquainted 
with the affairs of Cañada. The French king, 
upon his reprefentations, appcared to be greatly 
furprifed that fo promiftng a colony íhould have 
been fu much negleded, and ¡mmediately ordered 
four hundred of his troops to embark for Cañada, 
to ftrengthcn the molí expofed polis. Their arri
val at Quebec, and Demont’s promife of farther 
re-inforcements nexr year, gave new fpirits to the 
colony; but the} were ibón datnped by the raíh

conduét
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conduft of the govcrnor-general. The ftriclell or- 
ders had been itíiied by him for preventing the fell- 
ing any brandy or fpirituous liquors to the fava- 
ges; and a Quebec woman having been deteded 
in this fad, was immcdiately carricd to prifon. 
Hcr tears and the interceffions of her relations 
prevailed with father Lallemant to apply for hcr 
releafe to the governor, who, with a ftrange 
haughtinels, anlwered, that, finco the crime was 
not puniíhable in that woman, it íhould not be fo 
in any other perfon. W hat is ílill worfe, he ad- 
hered fo ftridly to this declaration, that he thought 
it a point of honour not to retrad it. This licence 
introducá! fuch a fpirit of dcbauchery, not only 
arnong the Indians, but amongft the 1‘ rench fol
diers, that the clergy were infultcd, and all kind of 
order and deccncy in the colony was difregarded ; 
upon which the biíhop, defpairing of being ablé 
to do any fervice by his authority, relolved to em
bark for France, and títere to íay his complaints 

before the king.
About this time Cañada was vifited with 

moft terrible tempefts, ficry metcors and carth- 
quakes. Trecs were torn up bv the íoots, moun- 
tains overturned, whole provinces wrapped in 
ílames, iílbing in a moft portentous manner from 
the fubterraneous caverns of the eaith. The 
troubled ocean cali on ftiorc its monfters. All 
nature was convulfcd, and trembled as at its ap- 
proaching difl'olution. The clergy and religious

Vol. L z  Z «>ders.
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orders confidered all thcfe phccnomena as immc- 
diate judgments fent from heavcn upon thc fins of 
the people. They magnificd thefe calamities, fufii- 
ciently terrible in themfelves, and continued perpe* 
tually to exhort the Canadians to repentance, and 
an amendment of Ufe, which indeed was now bc- 
come highly and" indifpenfably neceflary ; and it 
was afterwards obferved by them, that though 
nothing was more plain than that all thefe cala
mities proceeded from fupernatural caufes, yct that 
Heaven, merciful in its chaftifements, had not per- 
mitted any of the inhabitants to periíh amidft the 
horrors of its judgements. At the fame time they 
took great pains to forctel a (lili more terrible ca- 
taftrophe, if the people, obftinate in their vvicked- 
nefs, íhould not turn from thofc evil courfes which 
had awakened the angcr of the offended Deity.

Their remonftranccs were not lo íl; they not only 
brought the profcflors of chriftianitv to a due fenfc 
o f their crimes and irregularitics, but occafioned 
great numbers of tincere converíions ainongíl thc 
natives, fo that nothing was now to be feen, but 
public penances, faflings, alms, pilgrimages, and 
procefiions ; and the illicit commercé in lpiri- 
tuous liquors was folemnly decried and detefted. 
Upon the whole, though perhaps, the Jefuits 
have not íiuck to ílriét truth in their reprefcnta- 
tions of thefe amazing incidents, yet the face 
of nature in Cañada, to this day, affords fre- 
qucr.t evidchccs that the carthquakes and hurri-

canes,
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eanes, we have mentioned, were thc moftdreadful 
any country evcr fuffered, that was not entirely de- 
ílroyed. The confternation even reachcd the Iro- 
quois, who were fo amazed, that though they a- 
gain appeared in arms near Montreal, they loíl all 
courage, and were beaten in feveral fmall encounters 
by the French and their Indians. I he fmall-pox, 
ibón after this, fwept off great numbers of the fa- 
vages; and, at laft, they carne to be fo well dif- 
pofed towards a peace, that the Onnondagans not 
only invited the French to refume their former fet- 
tlement amongft them, but offered to fend their 
daughtcrs as hollagcs to Quebec, there to be edu- 
cated by the Urfulihe nuns, and̂  feemed fmcerely 
difpofed to tavour thc chriftian religión.

[Thus it often happens, that what thc moíl ra- 
tional arguments, thc torce of virtue, and thc la- 
cred authority of religión itfelt cannot effeft, a 
feries of aceidents, arifing mcrely from natural 
caufes, is found futficient to bring about, Afflidlion 
is generally thc beft reformerof depraved mankmd, 
Jn the height of profperity and the hurry of the 
paflions, men are deaf to rcmonftrance, and mfen» 
tibie to thc calm voice of Reafon ; but when Adver- 
fity has feized upon them, when misfortunes fol- 
lowing misfortunes, have oppreíTed and weighed 
them down ; when Anguilh has takcn place ot 
Pride, and Grief has foftened the heart, then V ice 
firft appears in her own hateful colours, and is de- 
tt-ded for the miferies entailed upon her ; then\ ir- 
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tuc appears moft lovcly, and is courtcd for that 
happinels which fhc brings with hcr as a dovvry.—  
Ic is, probably, for this reafon that v e  meet with fo 
many examples of penitencc among thofe whofe 
crimes have ruincd thcir perfons or e (lates ; and, on 
the other hand, fo fevv, where fortune has fmiled 
upon fuccefsful villany. The notion of a particu
lar providcnce, has, in fome cafes, as in this be
fóte us, contributed to work wonderful reforma- 
tions; yct, if rhc matter be impartially confidcred, 
we fhall find that a perfon has occafion onlv to confult 
hiilory and his own experience in life, to be con- 
vinced of the abfolute abfurdity of fuch an opi
nión.— But as arguments of this kind do not fall 
within our province, after having faid thus rnuch 
on the fubjed, v e  ílaall leave tliem to thcologians, 
and proceed with our hiílory.]

The company of Cañada, at this period, refigned 
their right to the French king, who appointed De 
Mefy to fucceed the Liaron D ’Avaugour as gover- 
nor, and the Sieur Gaudais to go as his commiíTa- 
ry, and to take pofleflion, in his ñame, of all New 
Frailee. Along with thofe two gentlemen a Inxly of 
troops, and one hundred families, for pcopling the 
colony, embarked, befidcs other officers of all dc- 
nominations. The commiflatv began by receiving 
the oatli of allegiance from the inhabitants, and 
eitablilhing uew courrs, where new proceflés of 
¡uílice were introduced ; but tliofc regulations liad 
a verj diflbrent cfteCt from wliat his molí chriílian

majeíly
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majeíly expeded. The French Canadians, till that 
time, had but very few diíFerences among them- 
felves, conccrning matters of property ; and thofe 
few were ahvays decided by the governor-general, 
upon the principies of equity and good fenfe. But 
no fooner did the above-mentioned regulations take 
place, than the Canadians, from being amongft 
themfelves the moft inoffenfive people in the world, 
becamc the moft litigious. A  council of ftare was 
likewife eftabliflied in the ycar 1663. It ivas com- 
pofed of De Mefy, the governor-general, the bi- 
ftiop of Petrce, Robert the intendanr, four coun- 
fellors, whom they were to ñame, a procurator- 
general, and a head feCretary.

The Sieur Gaudais returned, according to order, 
to France, that he miglit make a report to the 
king of France, of the fíate and difpofitions oí 
the colony, the condud of D ’Avaugour, wliofc 
•feverity had been greatly complained of, and the 
mañner in which the new governor, and regula
tions had been received. All this he did •, and 
D ’Avaugour having returned to Europe, had his 
mafter’s permiftion to re-enter into the emperoPs 
fervice againft theTurks in Hungary, where he was 
killcd the next year. But the arrival of re-inforce- 
ments from France retarded the reftoration of ¡>eace 
with the Itoquois; for when it was on the jxiint of 
being concluded, a Hurón, who was a naturalized 
Iroquois, fpread a report, that, before he lefr Trois

Rivieres,
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Rivieres, he faw thoufands o f foldicrs landing at 
Quebec, and that the Frcnch were in full march to 
deílroy thc dwellings, and extermínate the race of 
the Iroquois. This report broke off, for that time, 
the ncgociation. The lavages ftood on their guard, 
but without venturing to invade thc rolony. Pcr- 
ceiving, howcver, by degrees, that the French had 
no hoftile intentions : towards the winter they 
made incurfions inro the northern parts, where 
they were guilty of enormous cruelties.

But fuch was the fpirit of thofe barbarians, that 
though, in all probability, they believed thc firíl rc- 
port of the French immenfe re-inforcemcnrs, it 
did not produce from them one advance towards 
a fubmifiion ; and it required all thc prudcnce, and 
credit of Garakonthie, to kcep them from breaking 
into farther hoftilities. He fuccccded fo far that 
he aflembled thc Frcnch prifoners, who had bcen 
taken, in the cantons, and gave them an efeort of 
twenty Onnondagans, to conduft them to Qucbec. 
In their vovage thither, they were attacked, on the 
llidden, by a party of Algonquins, who took them 
for enemies, and killed feveral of the Iroquois; but 
the Frcnch efeaped unhurt. This accident muí! 
have produccd an immediate, and a freíh rupture, 
had not Garakonthie perfuaded the Onnondagans, 
that it was owing to a miítake. Somc months 
after, thc Goyogouin chief agrceably furprifed the 
eolony at Quebec with a pacific vifir. He pre-

fented
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fented thc governor-general with belts, on the parts 
of all the cantons, excepting that of Onneyouth, 
and declared, that they were fully refolved to live 
in peace with thc eolony. The general, though 
pleafed with the complimcnt, put on an air of 
fuperiority, and acquainted the Indian, that he was 
refolved to be upon his guard againft a nation that 
had been fo often truílcd by his predeceflors, and 
had fo often betrayed them. He, however, treat- 
cd the chief with grcat politcnefs and civility. It 
was about this time that the eolony of Cañada was 
decply affe¿tcd by the Engliih having gotten ¡xif- 
feflion of New York, as we have already mentioned 
in thc hiítoryof that province.

The bilhop had been the main inftrumcnt in 
procuring the recaí of the late governor d’Avau- 
gour, and recommened De Mefy to fuccced him: 
yet he fcarcely wras fixed in his government, when 
the biíhop found he had miftaken his man. The 
biíhop patronifed the Jefuits, De Mefy hated them; 
and the eolony was fplit into two parties. The 
biíhop took advantage of fome unguarded afts, 
which the governor could not difprove. But, not- 
withftanding all the power of the Jefuits, M .Col- 
bcrt, then firft miniíler of France, though obliged 
to give way to thc recal of De Mefy, did not conceal 
his opinión, that tire good fathers were rather an 
over-match for the credit that ought to be veíted 
in a governor-general of fuch a province, and that 
care ought tobe taken to circumfcribe their power,

and
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and lo fend ovcr govcrnors, who could do it with 
more temper and prudence

The recal of Mefy being refolvcd en, the king 
nominated Daniel de Remi, lord of Courcellcs, 
tobe his fucceíTor. and M. Talón, tobe intendant, 
in the room of Robert, who never had gone to New 
France. A  commiffion had likewife bcen iflfued out 
to cmpowcr thefe perfons together with the marquis 
De Tracy,who was then in America, to enquire into 
the condudt of De Mefy ; and, if they thought him 
culpable, to put him under arreft, and to try him. 
At the fame time orders were expedited, for raifing

*  Wlicn the ol<l Cañada company refigned all their rights in 
that country, to his moft chriftian majefty, he trausferred the 
famc to the Wcft-India company, together with the powcr of 
nominating all the govcrnors and oíhccrs of Cañada; but the 
company, politely cnongh, declined that honour, and left thofe 
nominations in the hands of his majefty, on pretente that they 
werc not fuflicicntly aequainted with the affairs of the province 
to makc a proper choree of its high ollicers. In confcqnence 
of this fací of fclf-denia!, De Mefy had been appointcd governor-gc* 
neral of New France, and his majefty aifo nominated the 
marquis De Tracy, his viccroy ovcr all America, with a com- 
miffiou to viftt the French Illauds, and then to repair to New 
France, where he was to give orders for the futurc cftablilhinent 
of the colon)-, and for fecuring it againft the Iroquois. This 
commiffion was expedited a little beforc the difputes betwcen De Mefy 
and the biffiop began, and when bis moft chriftian majefty had, 
in confequcnce of petitions from the colony, come to a fe
rióos refolution to fend thithcr a moft cfVeétual and powcríul fup- 
ply, both oftroops and inhabitauts.
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coloniíts,

colonifts, and for fending the regiment of Carignan 
Salieres, (partof which was with De rracy, who 
was appointed viccroy) to Cañada, I11 June, the 
fame year, De Tracy arrived therc, with thrce 
companies ot that regiment, and inílantly drove 
back the Iroquois, who had again begun their 
inroads, bv which feafonable check the inhabitants 
got in their harveft without any raoleftation. Soon 
after, the reft of the regiment of Carignan arrived 
with their colonel, M. De Salieres, together with 
Courcellcs and Talón, on board a powerful iqua- 
dron, which carried a great number of families, 
tradefmen, articled fervants, the firft horfes that 
had cver bcen feen in Cañada, horned cattlc, and 
iheep. The viceroy then gave orders for building 
threc forts towards the mouth of the River Riche» 
licu, onc upon the l'pot where Fort Richelicu had 
ftood, the comnrand of which was given to M. 
Sorel, from whom it is now callcd Fort Sorel, 
The fccond was built at the foot of a rapid riv cr,
• callcd St. Louis; but afterwards took the ñame 
of its governor, M. Chambly, who was a great 
proprietor el land therc, and this was built 
on the ruinsof a former lort, The third fort was 
erefted by M. De Salieres, and was callcd Sr. Thc- 
refa. The conftruftion of thefe, at firft ftruck the 
Iroquois with confternation; and, towards thcend 
of December, Garakonthic arrived with the de- 
puties of his cantón, ot Goyogouin and ot Tfon- 
nonthouan. Afuy delivering his prefents, and mak- 

V ol, I, A  a a

I N A M E R I C A .  361



inrr the general compliments of fubmiffion, froni 
the three colonies, he utterecl a kind of funeral ora- 
tion upon the dcath of father Le Moyne, which 
had happened lome time beforc, in terms that af- 
fedted and aftoniihed his hcarers. He touched, 
but with great modefty, on his own fervices to the 
colony, and concludcd with a demand of pcace, 
and the freedom of all the prifoners of the three 
cantons, that had been made fincc the laft ex- 
change:— the requeft accordingly was granted.

No l'ooner had they taken leave of the viceroy, 
than two bodies of regulars werc ordered out 
againft the Agniers, and the Onncyouths, under 
Courcellcs, and Sorel. The Onncyouths imme- 
diately oficrcd to rnake their fubmiflion, by fend- 
¡ng deputics to Quebec, who are faid to have been 
charged with the like commiflion on the part of 
the Agniers; but they failed in the negociation; 
for the laft mentioned favages had ftill partics in 
the ficld, oncof which killed DeChafy, the viceroy’s 
nephew, and two other French oflicers. Sorel 
w as all this while upon his march againft the Ag
niers, but on approaching one of their villagcs, 
he was met by a troop of the warriors. The chief 
of whom was a baftard Fleming, who, approaching, 
made fignals for a parle}', and acquainted Sorel, that 
h: was going to Quebec to treat of peace with 
rhe viceroy; upon which Sorel, without any he- 
litation, accompanied him thither; and being well 
received by the viceroy, he was foilowed in a day 
or'two by another Agnier depury. He too was

civilly
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civilly received; and fo far wcre they fiom being 
fulpe&ed not to be real deputics, that the viceroy 
cntertained them at his tablc, where mention was 
made of M. de Chafy’s death. Upon this, the laft 
arrived barbarian, with a favage air of triumph, 
ftretching forth his arm, faid, “  Here, is the 
“  very hand that killed him." “  Then,” replied 
the viceroy, “  it never fttall kill a n o t h e r a n d  he 
ordered him immediately to be ftrangled by the 
common hangman, which was performed in the 
prcfcnce of the baftard Fleming, who was fent to 

prifon.
Courcellcs, who kncw nothing of what had pafl- 

ed at Quebec, was then at Corlar, a fettlemcnt 
belonging to Albany, upon the borders of the Iro- 
quois country; where, before he entered upon 
hoftilities with the Iroquois, he prevaUed with the 
Engliíh commandant to promile that he would 
give no affiftancc to the Agniers. Courcellcs per
formed this journey in the midft of winter, walk- 
ing with fnow íhocs, and carrying his arms and 
provifions like the meaneft foldier. When he en
tered the country of the Agniers, he found their 
villagcs abandoned, and that their children, wo- 
men, and oíd men, had fecured thetnfelvcs in the 
woods, while their warriors had marched againft 
other nations, till they Ihould know the refult of 
the Onncyouths negociation. All he could do 
was to kilí or pick up a few rtragglers of the fa- 
vao-es. Rcturning to Quebec, he found De Tracv, 

A  a a 2 though

I N  A M E R I C A .  363



364 B R I T I S H  E M P 1 R E

though then above feventy years of age, ready to 
fet out on an expedition againít the Onneyouths 
and the Agniers. His army was compofed of fix 
hundred regulars, the fame number of Canadians, 
and one hundred favages of difFerent nations; but 
lie carried with him no more than two pieces ot 
arti'lery. W hilc he was fetting out, ncw deputies 
carne from the two cantons to negocíate an accom- 
modation, but thcy were detained prifoners, and 
the army began its march, in threc divifions, on 
the fourtcenth of September. Their magazines of 
proviíions were calculated to ferve them till he 
íhould arrive in the enemy’s country, where they 
counted upon belng plentifully fupplicd; but, bc- 
fore they had got half wav, they found their provi- 
fions at an end; and they muft adhially have re- 
turned, had it not been for a wood of chefnuts; 
on which they llved, till they reached the enemy’s 
land. A  body of Algonquins, who marched 
before the íirft divifion, alarmcd the inhabitants 
of the firft village they reached, which the French 
general entered, with all the difplay of military 
pomp: but he found no inhabitants there, exccpting 
a few oíd men and women, who were too decrc- 
pid to fly. Upon fearching farther, they difeovered 
an amazing quantity o f provilions buried under- 
ground, fufficicnt to ferve all the colony for two 
years. —  DeTracy, inllcad of burningthe provifions 
he could not carry oíf, contented himfelf with 
burning the cabins, of which he did not leave one

. ftanding

ftanding in the whole cantón; and maichcd againít 
the favages, who were too wilc to hazard an en- 
gagement with him, but bade him dcfiance in their 

woods and faítnefles.
It was now towards the end of Oftober, and, 

confequently, too late toproceed againít the cantón 
of Onneyouth. In De Tracy’s return, his troops 
fuffered greatly from the fatigues of their march, 
and an officer and fome foldiers were drowncd in 
paffing Lake Champlain. Upon his arrival at 
Quebcc, he ordered fome of his prifoners to be 
hanged, and fent home the others with the Flemifli 
baítard. The laít act o f his govcrnmcnt at New 
France was to eítabliíh the Weít-India company 
in all the rights of the oíd Cañada company, and 
then he returned to France.-— Cañada, notwith- 
ítanding all his omiflions, might, however, date 
the ara of her importance from his adminiñration. 
The late expedition againít the Iroquois, had it 
been propcrly purfued, muft have rendered her 
colonifts refpeétable; but her government, notwith- 
ftanding the fcnfible remonftrances of Talón, went 
upon wrong principies. The bigots at the court 
of Oíd France, who guided that king s confcience, 
Avere devoted to the Jefuits, who appear, by all 
their own relations, to have made the converfión 
of the Indians the primary objedt of the colony; 
whereas, in purfuing thole converfions, as they 
did, it was threatened with ruin; becaufe the fa-
vajres no fooner bccame converts than they li\ed 
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like droncs, upon the public ftock, and indulged 
their irrefiftible prbpenfity to indolence.

The afccndancy of the Jefuit'counfels at the court 
of France could not, however, render it cntirely 
infenfible of their prafticcs amongft the favages; 
and therefore repeatcd orders were fcnt to Talón, 
that the miffionarics fhould, by all means, infinid 
the children of the favages in the French langunge. 
Talón ftill exerted amazing talcnts in promoting 
the proíperity and commer.ce of the colony. He 
liad been told of filver mines that were to be found 
in Cañada; but in this he was foon úndecejved 
by cxperiencc; other mines, however, were dii- 
covercd in grcat abundance, and efpecially fomc 
o f iron; and Talón formed a fcheme for manufac- 
turing it, and íhippiiig it to Europe from Gafpey, 
thcn in poflcffion of the French. In Angiirt, 1666, 
he cmployed La Tcfl'arie to difcover mines; and 
he found a very fine one of iron, with a profped 
of copper and other mines. Soon aftcr, he himfelt 
went to France, and prcvailed with Colbert to 
fcnd La Fotardierc, a famous miner, to Cañada, 
where he madc a molí favourablc report of the 
mines, particular!)' rhofc about the town of Champ- 
láin, and Cape Magdalcn, bctween Qucbec and 
Trois Rivieres. In the year 1668, full liberty of 
commcrcc \vas pulílifiicd in Cañada; and this, to- 
gcthcr with the difcovery ot the mines, and a tan- 
nery, which had becn fétúp with great appearancc 
o f fuccefs, raifed hlgh cxpcdations in thofe who

-66 B R I T  I S H  E M P I R E . had any concern with Cañada. Yct notwithftand- 
ing all the promifing appcarances of this colony, 
i rom its mines añil manufadures, they carne to 
nothing. The Jeluits who had the afccndancy, 
thought, perhaps, if the inhabitants (hould once be 
poflefied of a ipirit of commcrcc, their fundions 
mufi ceafe of cotirfe. The Outawas, whom we 
have already mentioned to be feated on the uppcr 
lakc, now drove a great trade with the 1' rendí 
Canadians in furs, and folicited that a Jcfuit miglu 
be fent amongft thcm, in hojics that other I rench 
Would follow him, and make a fettlement in their 
country. This requeft was granted, notwithftand- 
ing the dreadful tute o f other miffionarics; and 
father AJloucz was employed in that miffion. He 
furmounted incredible hardíhips, in his voyage 
thither; and, according to the French writers, was 
very fuccefsful in making profelytcs among the 
unconverted Indian natipns of the Outagamis, the 
Illinois, and even the Sioux, though with the lafi 
he could converle only by his interpreters. And 
in exploits like thefe, the fathers took more pains 
than in promoting the real intereft ot the colony

to which they bclonged. _
In the mean time, the Iroquois cantonsot Agnier 

and Onneyouth, at the departure ot De Tracy, per- 
ceiving the French were now grown too powerful 
for thcm in Cañada, mude their fubmiffions to 
Cpurcelles, the governor-general, who at their
requeft, fent the fathers Bruyas and Fremin to la

' bour
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bour among thcm in the vineyard o f converfions. 
Fathcr Garnicr was fcnt after to affift thcm; but 
vifiting the ¿hriftians of Onnondago, he was de- 
taincd thcre by Garakonthie, who built him a 
cabin and a chapel, and cngaged him to remnin diere 
till he íhould return from Quebec, where he 
was going to folicit for miffionaries to his own can
tón, and that of Goyoquin. Garakonthie, after 
fome ftay at Quebec, returned to Onnondago, 
with the fathers Carheil and M ilet; and the biffiop 
of Petréc was fo a ¿Vive, that, excepting the can
tón of Tfonnonthouan, all the favage nations in 
America werc provided with miffionaries; but, 
notwithñanding all the pains the good fathers took, 
their fuccefs in converfions was but very modérate. 
The truth is, thofe favages now knew the fweets 
of trade;— gain was their only religión, and com- 
merce their woríhip; and the labours of the miffion
aries were defeated pardy by their own ill condu¿t 
and enthufialm, and partly by the paffion for 
ftrong liquors which the French, Englilh, and 
Dutch fettlers liad too much indulged in the na- 
tivcsof North America.

The colony of Cañada, in 166S, putonapro- 
mifing afpeít. People of honourablc families, but 
fmall fortunes, in Oíd France, tranfportcd themfelvcs 
to the New, where tlicy liad lands and lordíhips 
affigned them; and, with a very modérate ffiorc 
of induftry, tliey were foon enabled to live like 
men of quality, Evep foldiers were become plan ■

ters and coloniíts, and every officer amongft them 
was a grcat landholder. But as thefe habits were 
of no long continuance, the French plan ters hav- 
ing found means to fubfili with a little outward 
íhew and fplcndour, their toil and application was 
laid afide, which always gave the Engliíh an im- 
portant fuperioritv in the folid poffeffions of life. 
The tranquillity, howevcr, which the colony en- 
joved was a proof o f its profpcrity; fo that, to- 
Wards the end of this year, even the Tíbnnonthou- 
ans applied to M. Courcelles for a miffionary to 
infiruít thcm, and lie fent thcm fathcr Fremin. 
The Agniers, who liad hitherto appearcd the moft 
determined enemies of the miffionaries, and who 
had fo often embrued their hands in their blood, 
beca me now reconciled to their do¿trincs; and 
Vaft numbers of convcrts were made about the Falls 
of St. Lewis; and the mountain. The Iroquois, 
temaining in perfedf peace, the Algonquins, \\ hnm 
they had diílodged and driven aw'ay, returned to 
their former habitations, all of them converts to 
chriflianity; butit is probable that molí of thofe con
verfions were the cffeét of intereft and conveniencc 
only, and feldom fincere.

A  mifunderftanding now arofe between C o u - 
cclles, the governor-general, and Talón, tne inten- 
dant general of New Francc, who were botn of 
them men of grcat abilities, fo that iliey lived un- 
eafily together, and Talón going over to France 
Was fucceedcd by M. Bouteroue. 1 bis miniíter

V o u  I. ' B b b  brought
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brought along with him a lcttcr from M. Colbcrt 
to Courcellcs, whieh politely gavc him to under- 
ftand that he ought to live upon hettcr terms than 
he did with thc biíhop of Pctrée and thc Jefuits, 
and that M. Bouteroue was preferrcd to the intcn- 
dancy of thc provincc chiefly on account of thc 
great regard he had for that oriler.

For fome ycars paft a negociation had been ou 
foot bctwecn thc courts of France and Rome about 
eretting Quebec into a biíhopric. As there was 
at this tíme but a vcry indifferent underftanding 
betwcen thc two courts, his holinefs made great 
difficulties on account of the independancy, whieh 
a biíhop of Quebec might aílcCt in ib diftant a 
country. At laft, all difficulties weregotover, and 
his moft chriftian majefty, to make fuitable provi* 
fion for the new biíhopric, gave to it, and thc 
chapter of the cathcdral, thc rcntsof the abbcy of 
Maubec, which was afterwards incrcafcd with thole 
o f thc abbey of Benevent. In the mean time thc 
new biíhop of Quebec was fo poor that thc bulls 
of this creation lay four years at lióme for want 
of money to defray the expence of paffing them- 
About this time, Maifonneuve, who had ib long 
and ib worthiiy governed Montreal, refigned his 
poli, and M. Brctonvilliers, as fuperior general ot 
the feminary of St. Sulpicc, named M. Perrot, ro 
fuccccd him. The latter, who had married a niece 
of Talón, thouglu it bcncath his charaéter to att 
untler a commiffion from a prívate fubjeft, and,

therefore,

37o B R I T I S H E M P I R E
therefore, had intereft enough to obtain a commif
fion from the king, which, however, expreflly 
mentioned that it was granted upon thc nomination
ofM. Brcttonvilliers. _ _

Courcclles was cxtrcmely alcrt in every tlnng 
relating to thc intereft of New France, efpecially 
with regard to the favages. Underftanding that 
the Iroquois, who lay towards the Lake Ontario, 
had fent prefents to the Outawas to engage them to 
bring their furs to them that they might difpofe of 
them to the Engliíh of New York, herefolved to 
check them. For that purpofe he embarked with 
a body of troops on the River St. Laurence, and 
notwithftanding the great number of falls he met 
with between Montreal and Lake Ontario, he 
Ihcwcd the favages that it would ahvays be in the 
powcr of thc French to invade them by boats, 
Which had all the effeíl lie could have wiihed for, 
by their breaking oft their commercc with the Ou
tawas, and thc other northern favages. This voy- 
age, however, did fo much prejudicc to his health, 
that he foon after defired to be rccalled. The rc- 
maining term of his govcrnment was chiefly taken 
üp in replacing thc French fettlemcnts of Acadia 
and Newfoundland, which had been ceded to the 
crown of France, by thc treaty oi Breda. In thc 
ycar 1670, M. Talón, who had rctired from thc 
intendaney of New France, only that he might 
refume it with greater advantages, returned to Ca
ñada. That able minifter, notwithftanding all his

2 attachment
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attachment to the Jefuits, ivas convinccd that thcir 
miniftry was prejudicial to thc temporal aflairs of 
the colony; and, during his abiencc in France, 
he had obtained the re-eftablíhment of the Rccol- 
lefts. Talon’s vieiv in this ivas to modérate thc 
influence and power of the Jcluits over thc nativos, 
ivhom they abfohitely govemed, not only by thc 
fway they had over their confciences, but by de- 
barring them from, or indulging them in, the ufe 
of fpirituous liquors. He obtained at thc famc 
time a recruit of fice hundred familics from his 
moft chriftian majefty for pcopling Cañada; but 
after fettiñg fail with part of them, thc íhip they 
were in Avas Avrccked and many of them loft. He, 
hoAvever, foon raifed freíh recruits both of Rccol- 
lcds and inhabitants, ivith Avhoni he arrived at 
Quebec.

His zeal for peopling Cañada, Avas not Avith- 
out its inconvenientes; for his colonifts imported 
into the country vices till then unknoivn to thc 
inhabitants. Thrce French foldiers méeting with 
an Iroquois chief, Avho had with him a valuable 
cargo of furs, firft madp him drunk, and then niur- 
dered him; but notwithftanding all the precautions 
they took, they were difeovered and thrown into 
prifon. W hile their procefs ivas .preparing, flX 
Mahingan Indians, ivho avcic poíTefled of furs to 
the amount of a thoufand erowns, after being 
made drunk, Avcre murdered and robbed by thrce 
other French foldiers, who fold the furs as their

own

own property, and had fo littlc precaution, that 
they did not cven bury thc dead bodics, Avhich 
were difeovered by their countrymen. The latter, 
imagining the Iroquois Avcre the perpetrators of 
the murders, ílew to arms, and demanded fa- 
tisfaétion; but onc of the French foldiers, quarrcl- 
lino- with his confederates, difeovered thc truth, 
and then both the Mahingans and Iroquois umted 
in a war againft the French. Four of thc Mahin- 
gans burned the houfc of a French lady with her- 
fe lfin it; and the Iroquois Avere cqually cxafperat- 
ed by the impcaching murdercr’s accufing lus con
federares of defigning to poifon all thc favages they 
met with. Matters were juft coming to cxtremi- 
ties, Avhcn Courccllcs arrived at Montreal, and, m 
the prefence both of the Mahingans and Iroquois 
who Avcre therc, put to death the French íoltlieis 
Avho had murdered the Iroquois chief, promifing 
that the aíTaffins of the threc Mahingans íhould 
mect ivith thc fame fate, as foon as they could be 
difeovered. This examplc of fpeedy julbce charm- 
td the favages, and difarmed them of their \vrath; 
and, Courccllcs promifing to makc good all thc 
damages that had been done, they luid afide all 
farther refentment. Having thus eftabliíhed his 
authority by his juftice, heapplied himfelf to com- 
pofe thc differenccs betwcen the Iroquois and the 
Outawas, which had broken out into open hoíli- 
litics; and fo highly was hercfpeacd, that both
fides fent deputics to Quebec, where, chiefiy by 
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thc prudence of Garakonthie, all interefts were rc- 
concilcd. That chief, who had a fecret under- 
ílandtng with thc French before the departurc of 
thc deputies to their own country, publicly profeflcd 
his having bccn long a chriftian in his hcart, and 
his detefting the crrors in which he had bcen cdu- 
cated, and earneftly defircd thc biíhop to baptize 
him, which he accordingly performed. The ñame 
he received at the font was Daniel; and the ccrc- 
mony was attended with a noble entertainment 
given to thc favage deputies.

W hile the provincc of Cañada was in this fitua- 
tion, a molí dreadful mortality brokc out amongft 
thc northern nativos, which carried off whole 
tribes, particularly that of thc Attikamcgues, who 
never have bcen fince heard of. About the fame 
time, TadouíTac, which had hitherto been the chief 
mart of the Indian favages in the fur trade with 
thc French, began to be deferted, as likcwifc did 
Trois Riviercs, by means of thc fmall-pox break- 
ing out, which deftroyed one thoufand five hundred 
favages at once. The French, howcvcr, main- 
tained their fettlement at Trois Riviercs, though 
they could not that at Tadouflac. The fame loath- 
fomc diílemi>er mailc likcwifc grcat havock at Svl- 
lcri, where all the converts died. It was at this 
time that thc chriftian Hurón fettlement o f I xiretto, 
was inftituted by Chaumont; while the Engliíh 
fubjecls of New York, in thc neighbourhood of thc

cantón
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cantón of Agnier, began to tamper with the na- 
tives and to endeavour to bring thcm over to 
proteftantifm, but with little effeél. They then 
ftrove to intimídate the women, by telling thcm 
that the government of N ew  York would not lut- 
fer thcm to appear with beads and other marks ot 
popery in their province; but all was to no pin 
pofe; and the women, on thc head of religión, 
proved ftill more intratable than thc men. Not- 
withllanding this, many of thc Agniers continued 
to infult thc miftionaries. A  chief of one oí their 
cantons turned father Perron out of the aflembly ot 
the natives, and impofed filcnce on him ; upon 
which Perron threatened thcm with the rclent- 
ment of the king, and to complain of the añront 
to the govcrnor-general. This íhew of refolution 
in the miffionary, lo greatly daunted thc Iroquois 
chief, that he carne and alkcd pardon of thc ía- 
ther, who reproached him for his inlolcnce and 
impiety, and would not even hear what the fa
vage had to urge in behalt oí himfelf; and he 
immcdiatcly undertook to bring all his cantón 
into the palé of chrillianity. For this purpole, 
he went round to all its elders, and perfuaded them 
to agree to a general aflembly, which being ac
cordingly hek¿ was opened by a fpeech from the 
chief, which might have proceeded from the molí 
zealous miffionary. He was feconded by fa- 
rher Perron, and Garakonthie happening luckily
to be there, he hawmgued in his turn, on the

fame
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fume fubjeét with fo much energ}' that thc aflem- 
bly unanimouíly carne to the following refolutions: 
Firíi, N o longer to acknowledge Agreíkouc, tbc 
fuprcmc clcity of thofe favages, as thc author of 
life, and that he íhould be no longer woríhiped; 
Secondly, That their jugglers íhould no longer be 
cnllcd to vifit their fiek ; and, Thirdly, To aboliíh 
ail indecent and fupcrftitious dances.

Notwithñanding thefe promifing appearances, 
father Bruyas, the miffionary in thc cantón of On- 
neyouth, had very indifferent fuccefs, though he 
was feconded by the indefatigable zeal of Ga- 
rakonthie. The miffionaries attributcd thc aver- 
fion of the nativos for them to the neighbourhood 
o f New York, from which thcy were fumifhed 
with fpirituous liquors. All the zeal of Gurakon- 
thie, and his affiíiant miffionary, could not prevail 
with the favages to declare for them, They com- 
forted themfelves, however, by peopling heaven 
with a great number of children, whom they bap- 
tized in the laíl ftages of their Uves. But they 
had better fuccefs with thc other cantons o f the 
Upper Iroquois, who. were farther removed from 
the Englilh, and had bcen greacty mortified by the 
late w ars; and they had íiill greater with thc 
Upper Algonquins, in whofe convcrfton not only 
the miffionaries, but thc government of New 
France took great concern. A large quantity oi 
ground was cleared and fown with grain o f all 
kind, neav the Fall of • St. Mary, which was in thc

heart of their fettlcmcnts, and was thc centre of a 
eonliderable commerce.

Courccllcs, cver fince the French expeditions 
againft the Agniers, had treated all the nations in 
the neighbourhood of New trance, as his ni a fie r s 
fubjetíis, and had bceivat great pains in prefetibing 
to them the terms of their pacifications with onc 
another. This haughtinefs had a eonliderable cffeft 
upon thc Indians lying in the neighbourhood ot 
the French, who found their account in the fame ; 
but it was by no means reliffied by the Tfonnon- 
ans, wrho fell upon the Pouteoutamis, notwith- 
ílanding Courcelles had but very lately concluded 
a peace betwecn them. He immediately fent a 
thrcatening mcífage to the aífailants, and charged 
them to keep the peace, on pain ot his difpleafure. 
The Tfonnonthouans refented this haughtinefs, and 
told the governor-gencral, that they neither w ere, 
por would be, fubjcdts to Franco. Courcelles had 
ordered them to give up thc Pouteouatamis prifo- 
ners. This, at firít, they refufed to d o; but, after 
fome üeliberation, the great chicf of the Goyo- 
gouins, who has bcen alrcady mentioned, and who 
was next in credit with all the Iroquois to Gara- 
konthie, perfuaded them to put into his hands 
eight prifoners, out of thirty-five, ot the 1 outcoua- 
tamis. He then delivered them up to Courcelles, 
who received them as the whole, being glad of 
getting off with fome íhew of credit in the atlair. 
The Govogouin chiet, in prefenting the captivcs, 
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acquainted Courcelles, that he had undcrtaken that 
commiffion only \\ ith a view of being bapúzed
by the hands of the bbfliop.------This gavc great
pléafure to all the French.— M. Talón, who was 
by this time returned to Cañada, was his goilta- 
ther, and gave him the ñame ot Lewis, and madc 
a grand entertainment for all the chrifttah favages 
at Quebec, Loretto, and Svllevi, in the ñame ot 
the new convert. About this pcriod, molí of the 
chriAian Agniers (amongft whom wcrc lome enu- 
nent female converts) removed to the Hurón fettle- 
mcnt o f Loretto, whcrc they werc encouragcd by 
Courcelles to refidc, in hopes, that they would in 
time prove a barrier ngainft thcir favage tíóuntíy* 
mcn, if they íhould renew their ínroads. As their 
nnmbcrs increafed, the French formed a íettle- 
ment for the chriftian Iró^uois, almoft oppofite to 
Montrea!, in a place called Magdalen’s Meadow, 
fronr whence it was removed foon after two leagues 
farther to tire fouth ; and it is ttow called the mil- 
fion of the Fall of St. Lewis. In the mean time, 
Talón bcgan to carry into execution a projeít he 
had formed when he was laft in Franco, which 
was to fend a proper meilcnger through the nroft 
diftant parts of Cañada, to engage all the difll-renc 
lndian nation, to fend deputies to a certain place, 
to trcat concerning putting themfelvcs under the 
proteftion of France. Having communicated his 
projctR to Courcelles, the lattcr recommendcd 
one Nicholas Pcrrot, as a proper perlón for this

negoeiation,
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negoeiation, who was in the fcrvicc of the Jcíuits, 
and, being a man of addrefs, had been employed 
by them in  dtfferent parts of Cañada. —  Talón ap- 
proving of this choice, Perrot received his inftruc- 
tions, and vifited all the northern tribes who were 
known to the French, and invited them to fend 
their deputies, by a certain time, to the Falls oí 
St. Mary, there to meet one of the great Onon- 
thio’s commanders. From thence he went to- 
wards the weft, and, edging to the fouth, be tcl 
down to Chicagou, which is fuuated at the bottora 
o f Lake Michigan, then the rcfidcnce of the M.a- 
mis, being efeorted all the way by a pnrty of 1 ou- 
teouatamis to prevent them from infults ; the la- 
vages being at war with each othei. ■ ■ crrol:
found the chicf of the Miamis, as well as his lub- 
jefts, to be very' different from the other favages. 
He could raife four or five hundred warriors, and 
was always attended by forty of them as his body- 
^ iard ;— he lived in a kind of (late, and had his 
minifters, to whom he fflued his orders, without 
communicating them to any other. Tetinchoua 
(for that was his ñame) being appnzed of 1 errots 
approach, who travcllcd under the title of envoy- 
gcneral of France, received him and his efeort m 
a fplendid manner, and ordered him a handfomc 
apartment with a guard of fifty men ; and, when 
he fet out for St. Mary’s Fall, Tctinchoua would 
have attended him, but ŵ as difluadcd by his fub- 
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jeéts, on account of his great age and infir- 
mities; —  and Perrot thcn would have vifitcd a 
great many nations lying towards the Miífifiippi» 
particularly the Mafcoutins, the Kicapous, and the 
Illinois, but had not time.

In May, 1671, the grand aflbmbly was held at 
St. Mary’s Fall, while favagcs reforted to the meet- 
ing, even from the fouthern part of Hudfon’s Bay J 
And, at the time appointed for the great congrcfs at 
St. Mary’s Fall, the Sieur LuíTon, a delegate for 
the intendant of New France, afted under a fpecial 
commiflion of all the country held by thofe people, 
and to receivc them under the French king’s pro» 
teclion. The afl'embly was opened by father Al- 
loucz, who pronounced a fpeech in the Algonquin 
tongue, magnifying the power of France, and ex- 
plaining to the deputies the infinite advantages they 
would receivc by their acknowledging his molí 
chriílian majefty for their head. Luflbn then alked, 
whether all of them agreed to what was propofed, 
which all having done, with loud acclamations of 
“  Long Uve the k in g!” a crofs, and the arms of 
France wcre immediately ercdlcd ; and the French 
king, by the Sieur LuíTon, was pleafed to takc 
poficfíion of all the countries from which the 
faid deputies carne, and to receivc the inhabi- 
tants into his protettion. Thcn the aflbmbly was 
concluded with great civilities and carefíbs, th3t 
pafled on both fules, and with a grand entertain- 

. ment
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ment given by the delégate. Luflon, aftcrwards, 
by Talon’s order, vifitcd the fouthern part of Ca
ñada, where he found many wcll-built Englilh fet- 
tlements on the banks of Kenncbek R ivcr; but 
he acquainted the owncrs, that, by the tranfaftions 
of the late congrcfs, the lands, on which they 
were built, had been ceded to his molí chriílian ma
jefty ; and that they were now his fubjedls. It is 
to be obferved, that LuíTon pretended, in the me- 
moirs he fent on this occafion to his fuperiors, that 
they willingly promifed obcdience and fidelity to 
the crown of France; notwithílanding which they 
ílill remained the fubjeds of England, even by the 
acknowledgemcnt of the French court.

The Tionnontatez Hurons had now cítablilhed 
thcmfclves ncar Michilltmakinac, upon a fpot ly
ing on the ftrait that divides Lakc Michigan from 
Lake Hurón ; and in the centre of thofe two lakcs 
and the upper lake.— This fituation was chofen for 
them by father Marquette, though extremcly in- 
eommodious on account o f the coid occafioncd by 
the ncighbourhood of thofe immenfe waters :— A ll 
this while, the favagcs feem to have purchafed fome 
little repofe by their pretended fubjeftion to his 
molí chriílian majefty ; yet it appears, even from the 
French accounrs, that fome of the cantons had rc- 
fufed or ncgleéled to fend deputies to the congrcfs 
at St. Mary’s F a ll; and the Iroquois, in the mean 
time, continued a cruel war with the Andaíles and 
the Chaouanons, two nations which they almoll

exter-
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cxtcrminatcd ; and the few who retnaincd, wcre 
incofporatcd into thc cantons of the vidors, efpcci- 
ally thofe of the Tfonnonthouans, to re-peoplc their 
country.

Courcelles now became fenfible that the fub- 
miflion o f the Indians was a molí precarious depen- 
tlance, and that the Iroquois paid very little regard 
to his authority : he thereforc refolved, a3 he 
could not fubduc them, to endeavour to outwit 
them. For this purpofe, he fent meflagcs through 
their tribes, informing them that he had fomcthing 
o f great confcquence to propofe, and defiring them 
to mcet him at Cataracuoy, as foon as poflible. 
The favages, curious to know what this important 
bu finéis was, rcforted thithcr in great numbers, 
and were met by thc governor. After the ufual 
introdudion of fome prcfents, and a vaíl number 
o f careífes, he iuformed them that he had their 
welfare fo much at heart that he intended to 
ered, near that fpot, a commodious building, to 
ferve as a place of trade and refort in their deal* 
ings with the French. The Indians, little fufpcd- 
ing Courcelles intended to crcd a llrong fort for 
bridling them, highly approved of his intention, 
and urged him to fet about it iramediately; but this 
was incompatible with his privatc views of return-
ing to Frunce: ------he had already folicitcd his
recal at that court; and, upon his return frorn 
Cataracuoy to Quebec, he there found count Fron- 
tenac, who had bcen appointcd to luccccd him.

Aftcr

3g2 B . R I T I S H  E M P I R E
After confcrring together about the defign of the 
fort, the ncw governor entirely approved of the 
famc, and, early in the fpring, fes out for Catara
cuoy, where he built it, and gave it his own 
ñame; by which it was afterwards fo highly dif- 
tinguiíhed ; but as it was thus fraudulently ered- 
ed upon the lands bclonging to the allies, or the 
the fubjeds, of England, the northern Iroquois, 
thc legality of the French title to it was even 
then very doubtful. This important fortrefs ílands 
upon the Bay of Cataracuoy, at the place where 
the River St. Laurcnce difeharges itfelf into Lake 
Ontario, and thereby commands the paflages be- 
tween Montrcal and that lake; fo that, w hile in 
the hands o f the French, it ferved to conned that 
dangerous chain of forts, which they had raifed, 
for three thoufand miles, along the frontiers of the 
Britiíh colonies. The new general, was a man 
o f great capacity and courage j had ftudied and 
undcrftood the true interefts of N cw France; he 
was molí indefatigablc in promoting them ; and 
he had a remarkable talent of making himfelf re- 
fpeded by the French Canadians, and their Indian 
l'ubjeds, or, as they are called, their allies: Yct, 
at the lame time, the general faults ot almoíl all 
American governors entered into his eompofi- 
tion: for he was pofitive, haughty, overbearing, 
fufceptible of prepoileíhons which he could ne\er 
lhake oíF, and ítuck at no means, had they been
riever fo violent, to remove all who oppofcd, or
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«Jifputccl his pleaíure. But tliefc faults were coun- 
terbalanced, in the cye of his court, by his zeal 
for thc honour of the crown, and the prófperity of 
Cañada.

Talón prefently underílood the true charafter of 
Frontenac, and foon after the latter’s arrival, he 
applied to thc French court for his recal. It was 
owing to this great miniíler, that thc famous river 
of MiíIiíTippi was difcovercd. It was known, in 
general, from the accounts of thc favages, that 
there was fuch a river towards the fouthern parts 
o f New France; but the people were ignorant 
where it difcharged itfelf, whether in the gulph of 
México, or in the South Sea. Talón thought that 
thc profccution of this difcovcry was a mattcr of 
fo great importance, that he cmployed father Mar- 
quette, and an inhabitant of Qucbec, and onc Jolict, 
a fpirited able adventurcr, and well aequainted with 
thofe countries, in thc attcmpt : .

*  Bcforc thcfe fet out they dretv a map of thc countries, throngh 
which they fuppofcd thcy were to pafs, from thc Information of the 
favages, and laid in their provifions, which conliilcd of boiled 
fleflt and Indian cora. They then went for the Bay of Pilantes, 
or Lake Michigan, but found all thc people, through whofe coun- 
try they pafled, ignorant and fuperltitions. Embarking on the 
River des Rcnards, they failed up it, notwithftanding ib rapids, 
and, after travclling fume days by land, they re-imbarkedupon the 
River Onifconfing, orRlifconfing. On the fevcntecnth of June, 
1673» they entered thc great River Miflilfippi, which anfwcrcd all 
thc high ideas they had conecivcd of it fiom thc rclations of thc 
favages. Ilaving failed down it a great way, they met with thc

In
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In the mean while, every thing was in confu- 

fion in the government of Cañada. Frontenac was 
violent and arbitrary, and had imprifoned the 
abbot of Salignac Fcnelyn, who belongcd to the

Illinois, who lived in thrcc townlhips, thrce lcagues bclow thc 
place where the River Miflouri difeharges itfelf intothcMifflffippi, 
Thofe Indians entertained thc travcllcrs with great marksof fayage 
poUtcncfs, and aftcrwards, to thc number of about eighthundrcd, , 
conduíted tkcm to their canocs. During their llay with thc 1 1- 
nois, they underftood that thc latter were apprcl.cnfive of being 
invaded by thc Iroquois, and they imploredthc good offices of the 
govcrnor-rcncral of Cañada in their favonr. Marqucttc and Jo- 
lict, tlicn re-imbarking, fell down thc river till they carne to thc 
mouth of the river Ouaboulkigou, where they found a numerous 
nation, who inhabited thitty-ciglit villages, CáUed the Chuoanous, 
tvho were g.catly harrafled by thc Iroquois. Soon after they met 
with a nation of favages who had fi.c-anns, who mformed thcm 
that they purchafcdthem, and their workingutenfils from Eüropeans, 
who lived to thc caftward, and that they were only ten days jour- 
hcy from the fea.-Bcforc they rcachcd the great village of 
Akamfca, they met with another race of favages not fo poliíhcd, 
íome of whom were for murdering thc father and his eompamons, 
from which they were divcrtc.1 by thc anthority of their Alef. 
Marqucttc and Jolict herc held a confultation with their compa- 
nions who were five Frcnchmcn, conccming their future pro- 
ceediñgs, and obferving, by their reekoning, that they were 
Wtthin thrcc days joumey of the Gulph of México, where they 
Couid expeft nothing liut death from the Spauiards; and, confuler- 
ing their provifions were Dow al molí fpent, they turned baek to- 
Wnrds Cañada. Arriving at ChicagOii 011 the Lakc Michigan, 
Marquttte rciqained with the Miamis, and Jolict went to Qucbec, 
where he found Talón preparing to return ro France. Marqucttc 
was rcccivcd with great civility by thc gvand ehief of the Mia
ñó;. About thc fame time, thc fathers Alione j  and Dablon went
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ferainary of St. Sulpice, as well as M. Pcrrot, late 
governor of Montreal. In íhort, he not only quar- 
relled with all thc clergy and miflionaries, but 
with M. Du Chefneau, who had fuccecded Talón, 
intendant of New France. He likewife fo ma- 
naged the upper council, that it confifted entirely 
o f his own friends and crcaturcs, and he ilfucd 
more warrants in onc ycar, than had becn for íixty 
before, fo that thc whole colony was in thc utmoft 
confuíion. The Iroquois not being fatisfied with thc 
fettlcment they had made at Magdalcn’s Mcadow;

up the River Des Rcnards, and prcachcd, but rvithout much fue* 
cefs, to thc Indians, that inhabited to thc fouth of Lakc Michi* 
gan. In their travcls, thcy met with thc fragment of a rock, 
which, at a certain diftancc, borc fomc refcmblance to a human 
hcad, and was worfhipcd by thc favages as an idol. The two 
fathers had the couragc not only to prcach againít thc ¡dolatry, 
Lut to tumblc thc idol from its ílation; fo that neither it, not 
its woríhip werc cvcr hcaid of again.

Towards thc fouth, the milTionancs entered the country of the 
Mafcoutins, where thc land is more, free from wood than any in 
North America. The Kicapous wcrc the ncighbours, and conftant 
allics of thc Mafcoutins. Herc thc two miflionaries found the 
Miantis chicf, at thc hcad of thrcc thoufand of his own fubjcds, 
Mafcoutins and Kicapous, whoin thc fcar of tire Iroquois and the 
Sioux had hrought to thc ficld. The miflionaries were wcll rc- 
ceivcd by thcfe pcoplc; but all the fruit they gained from their cx- 
hortations, wás, that thc favages hearing thcm talk fo well, took 
theni for divinitics, and inviting thcm to' a grcat war-feaft, peti- 
tioned thcm to grant thcm tire viclory over their enemics.— Soon 
after, Dablon, to his great rcgrct, was recalled toQucbcc, and 
father Alloucz went to refide with thc Outaganiis, who, at that 
time, confifted of about a thoufand families.
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thc

thc miflionaries, on their behalf, applied to the 
governor for leave to remove to the Fall of St. 
Lewis, and he taking no notice of the requeft,
Du Chefneau, as intendant-gencral, granted thcm the 
fpot they petitioned for ; and notwithftanding the 
refentment of Frontenac, which he difeovered m a 
moft violent manner, they kept poíleflion of it.

About this time the miflionaries were dnven by 
the Dutch out of the cantón of Agniers, and Ca
ñada was threatened by the Iroquois favages with 
a frelh invafion ; while thc brcach . now grew 
every day wider betwecn thc governor-gcncral on 
one part, and the biíhop and intendant on the 
other.— The king had, in June, 1675, emitted an 

ordonnance, by which thc governor-general was to 
have the firft feat in the council, thc biíhop the fe- 
cond, and the intendant thc third, but that the 
latter íhould colle£l the voices and pronounce the 
fentcnces. Frontenac paid no regard to this ordon
nance, and even threatened to throw thc intendant 
into prifon. His intereft, however, at thc French 
court prevented his moft chriftian majefty from 
knowing the whole of his behaviour, and both he 
and thc intendant rcceived rcprnnands, though 
that of Frontenac was the moft fcvere, bccaufe he 
had expreflly difobeycd the king’s ordonnance «.

*  The letters, which brought over ihofe rcprimamls, cfta- 

bliíhcil fcvcral other rcgulations, particularly, agamíl a fci of 
mencaUcd c o u r e u f s J t s b o i , ,  or rangers, who carriel on an il- 
licit nade, bolh with thc Englilh and tlic nativcs, whom ihcy
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A ll this whjle, by the abfcnce of Talón, and th? 
dcath of father Marquette, the difcovcry of the 
great River Mifl'iílippi had remained unprofecuted; 
but it was notv rcfumed by the Sieur La Sale, one 
of the moít cxtraordinary advcnturers o f that age. 
He was at Montreal at the time when Joliet re- 
turned from bis difcoveries of the Mifliffippb 
and, after difcourfing with him, refolved to pro- 
fecutc the difcoveiyi and to fail nprthward up 
the famc river. He applied himlelf to Frontenac, 
who agvped that he íhould return to France, where 
he was to lay before the court his plans, not only 
for failing up the Miffiffippi, but for building, 
pcopling, and garrifoning the fort at Catarocouy, 
and rendering its neighbourhood a populous and 
thriving plantation ; fo as to produce all the ne- 
ceíTaries of life, and docks, and material* for 
building veíTels proper for the navigation of Lake

fumiíhcd with flrong liquors. Frontenac, on the other hand, 
and his friemls, with fomc jufticc perhaps, pretended, that the 
(lioug liqnor nade was abfolurcly ncccflary for pteferving the in- 
tereft of the French amongíl tire favages; that the biíhop and the 
Jefuits greatly cxaggcratcd the cvjls attending i t ; and that their 
real defign was, by getting the trade into their own hands, to cn- 
grofs the managttnent of the colony, and the affcétions of the 
natives.— A t lcngth the matter was icfcrretl, by the king, to the 
archbiíhop of Paiis, and the famons father La Chaife, the king’s 
confclFor, and himfelf a Jefuit, who pronounee<l fentencc cntirely 
in favour oí the bifliop and Iris raiflionaries ; and the moft cx- 
prefs ordevs wcre givett againll the traílic, mrder the molí lieavy 
pcualúes. .

3ss b r i t i s h  e m p i r e .
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’ Ontario. Being furniílied with proper credentials 

from Frontenac, he immediately repaired to Franee,
where ‘ he obtained all that he wanted.------Lct-
ters of nóbility wcre expedited in his favour; and 
the lprdíhip o f Cataracuoy was granted him, to- 
gether with the governmcnt of the fort, provided 
he would build it of done, and he likewife re- 
ccived full ppwers for the extcnfion of commerce 
anel profecuting his intended difcoveries.

On the fourtecnth of July, 1678, L a Sale and 
Tonti, with thirty other perfons, fome ot whom 
wcre pilots, and others workmen, embarked at 
dlochellc for Quebcc, where thcy arrived on the 
fiftecnth of September following. After a very 
íhort ílay there, tliey repaired to Cataracuoy, car- 
ryihg with thcm iather Hennepin, whom wc havL 
alrcady mentioned, and who was a l lenuih Íxi_col- 
lecft. Afrer that he travclled on foot throughout 
all the cantón of Cataracuoy, all the while carry- 
ing on a trade by means ol his baik, which a ..»s, 

foon after, wrecked through the negligence of the 

pilot.
La Sale applied himfelf with great fpirit and dili- 

gence, as did Tonti, an expcrienced officcr, whom he 
had taken with him likewife, in repairing this lofs ; 
and, in the mean time, both of them vifited the 
diíferent favages in the neighbourhood, with whom 
they fcttlcd a commerce ; and about the middle of 
Auguft, 1679, the veflfcl being got ready, La 
Sale embarked on board of it, with forty perfons,

of



o f whom three werc fathers Rccollctts, for Michil- 
limakinac. In his voyage he mct with fo fevere a 

florín, that moft part o f his attendants left him ; 
but happening to fall ír with the chevalier Tonti, 
who had taken another route, he perfuadcd them 
to retum. His veflel thcn failed to the Bay of 
Puantes, from whenee it returned to Niagara, 
loaded with furs, while he himfelf went in a ca- 
noe to the River St. Jofeph, where Tonti joined 
him. After remaining there a íliort while, Tonti 
went to the country of the Illinois, while La Sale 
returned to Cataracuoy, where he received un- 
doubted intelligcnce, that his ncw veflel, which 
ivas called the Gryphon, was loft or deftroycd * .

The Algonquin nations, the Outaowas particu- 
larly, werc noiv Ihakcn in their allegiancc to the 
French ; and even the French themfelves, at Cata
racuoy, ivhcre La Sale thcn was, entered into

* L.i Sale did not confult the tme rules of policy in launching 
fo large a veflel upon the Lakcs of Cañada. The barbarians con- 
fidered it as big with tbeir dcílruítion, and his attempts as tend- 
ing to engrofs the whole fur-trade, and to bring thcm into a flate 
of cutiré dcpendancc upon the French. It is thought, not with- 
out great probability, that this inducal a party of the Iroquois to 
furprife the bark when it lay at anchor, and no more than five 
cien on board, and, after plundering it of all its cargo, to fet it 
on firc. The favages, in general, werc, at this time, cxtrcmcly 
averie to the French interdi; and the Iroquois defeated the Illi
nois, whom La Sale chiefly depended on, whi>e Tonti was 

amoniíl thcnn
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prafticcs

pra&ices againft his life, and gave his íiivagc allies 
very bad impreflions of his defigns.

It required all La Sale’s firmnefs and vivacity to 
withftand fo many íhocks. He immcdiately re- 
paired to the country of the Illinois, who, he pei- 
ceived, received him with a coldncfs very different 
from the fentiments in which he had left thcm , 
and here his French attendants, feeing matters in 
this íituation, confpired to poifon him ; but, being 
difeovered, they fled. A ll he could then do, was, 
to replace the fugitivos by an equal number o f 
young Illinois, who were charmed with his íntre- 
pidity under his fufferings. He thcn difpatched.fa- 
ther Henncpin with onc Dacan, to fail up the 
Miffiffippi, if poffible, to its fource. The miffion- 
ary and his companion embarked at fort Creí ccccur 
the tivcnty-eighth of February, and advanced up 
the Miffiflippi as far as the forty-fixth degree of 
north latitude. Here they were ftopped by a fall 
extending the whole breadth of the river, which 
prevented their going farther, and which Hcnne- 
pin called the Fall of St. Anthony of Padua. They 
found means to be delivered by fomc French Ca- 
nadians from the hands of the Sioux, w-ho had 
made thcm prifoners ; and aftcrwards went down 
the river as far as the fea, from whence they re
turned to fort Crcvecoeur. The french, however, 
treat all the remaining part of this voyage, which 
is rclated by that llccolleít, as a mere fiftion, and
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tcll us, that he réturnecl to Crevecccur by the 
fame courle he helcl when he went up to St. An- 
thony’s Fáll, which had been built by La Sale, in 
a very uncomfortable country, and undcr a vcry 
miferablé fituation. .

The court of France perhaps gavc too rnuch 
into the romantic projeéts of La Sale, who had 
made himfelf a great númber of ciiemies in New 
France, by obtaining exelufive privileges of trade; 
but tlic Ehgliíh are chiefly blamed by Frontcnac 
for this írruption of the Iroquois. The ílotiriffi- 
ing ftate of the colonies of New England and 
N ew  York enabled them-to be vcry troublefomc 
neighbours to the French, after they had obtained 
the refiitution of Acadia by the treaty of Breda; 
and the French had neglected that country fo much, 
that it again fell into the hands of the Engliíh, 
whofe diílancc from London encouraged them to 
pay no great regard to the negociations of that court. 
As the acquifition of Acadia and the intermedíate 
country was of the utmoít confcqucnce to both na- 
tíons, the Engliíh fcttlcrs, more than probably, 
had encouraged the Iroquois in invading the Illi
nois. Tonti, who was then at fort Crevecccur, 
with no more than five men, and two Recolleft 
fathers, faw it was in vain to refiíl the Iroquois, 
who were determined to drive the French from all 
their poíls on the River Illinois; fo abandoning 
the fort, he made the beft retreat he could, but not 
without lofing onc of the Recolleéts, who was

murdered

murdered by the favages. La Sale had hcard no- 
thing of this retreat, and was furprifed when, m 
the fpring of the following year, on his return to 
fort Crccvecocur, he found it abandoned. He foon 
re-inforced it with a new garrifon, and fent work- 
men to complete the fortrefs he had marked out the 
ycar before, and which he named Fort St. Lcwis. 
He then marched to Michillimakinac, where he 
joined T on ti; and about the end of Auguft, altei 
rambling backwards and forwards for three 
months, he, once more, fet out for Cataracuoy, 
to procure frcfli fuppües of adventuress and provi- 
fions; and in his way thither, hevifitedhis nvo forts 
in the country of the Illinois. Every thing was 
now prepared for La Sale’s grand exped.tion to the 
MiffiíTippi, which he entered on the iecond oí l c- 
bruary, 1682, by the River Illinois. On the fouuh 
of March, he formally took pofleffion ol the 
country of the Akanfas, and on the nmlh oí Apnl, 
he carne to the mouth of the river, where he 

took pofleffion anew *.
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* On «he eleventh of April, I-n Sale re-imbarkcJ on J.» 
return; but falling 01 on the tlftecnth of May, he <h!- 
putehed the chcvalier De Tor.ti before htm, to M.chtlh.na- 
kinac. Notwithllanding what ¡a hete rclatcd, the honour of 
difeovering theMUntlippi ¡v vlgoroufly contefte. with U  Sale hy 
Henncpin; who fays, that V» being «he fine d.fcovcrer exowed 
Lv Sale’s hatrcil towauls him fo much, «hat he was ve.y «U «wat., 
by «he French court, and obliged to throw himfelf Ott the piotec-

tion of England.



In the mean time, the government of New 
Frunce had undergone fome revolutions; for the 
mifunderílanding between Frontenac and the inten- 
dant grew to fuch a hcight that the Frcnch court 
recalled them both. Le Fcvre de la Barre fuc- 
ceeded, as govcrnor-gencral of New Frailee, and De 
Meules as intendant. By their inftrudions, which 
are dated in May, 1682, they were ordered to 
correfpond in the molí cordial manner with Blenac, 
the governor of the French American iílands, as 
the opening a commcrce between them and New 
France, would be produdive of the grcatell ad- 
vantages to both. They were likcwife inftruded 
ro live in the greateíl harmony with onc another, 
but the intendant was always to fubmit to the go
vernor. It appears that, for fome years, New 
France had bcen in a decliriing ílate; for, in 1697, 
all the French in the colony, exclufivc o f thofe in 
Acadia, whofe nnmbers were very inconfiderable, 
amounted to no more than cight thoufand five.hun- 
dred and fifteen perfons.— The Iroquois, notwith- 
llanding their barbarity, were now almoíl as good 
foldiers as the French Canadians themfelvcs, and well 
knew the weaknefs of the colony: they therefore 
inceflántly applied themfelvcs to bring off the other 
Indians from their connexions with the French. , 
In this they weregreatlv afiiñedby colonel Dungan, 
the Engliíh governor o f New York, who gave 
to the Iroquois mucli greater prices for their turs 
and commodities than the French Canadians could

afford,
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afford, on account of the exadions of the new 

Frcnch company.
On the eleventh of Scptcmber, Frontenac gave 

anaudience to the dcpüties of the Iroquois who 
were headed by an Onnondagan captain named 
Teganeflbrens, at Fort Catarocouy; but underftand- 
ing that the Illinois were to becxceptcd out of the
numberoftheFrenchair.es, he loaded Tcganeffo-
rens with prefents, to induce him to prevent the 
war between the Iroquois and the Illinois, which 
he promifed to do. —  It appeared, afterwards how- 
cver, that this chief was not in the fecrct o f his

countrynicn’s real defigns. _
W hile matters were in this fituation, the new 

governor and intendant of Cañada amved; and it 
was difeovered that all the negociation of Tega- 
neíTorens was intended only as a blind to the French, 
tiU the Iroquois could make difpofuions for a vi- 
gorous war, which wasadually b e g u n .-L a  Barre 
arrived in New France with great prepoíleffions 
againft the friends of Frontenac, and La Sale 111 
particular, whom he accufed as being the author 
of the war that was rcady to break out between 
the Iroquois and the French, before the latter were 
prepared. He likewife complained of father Ze- 
nobe, who had accon.panied La Sale in his difco- 
veries, which he treated as impoftures, or matters 
o f very little confcquence. He alledged, that all 
had been tranfaded by a dozen or two of vaga- 
bond Frcnch and favages, who had proílituted his 

E  e c 2 müft

I N  A M E R I C A .  395



moft chriftian majefly’s authority, and endeavoured 
to engrofs to themfelvcs the commerce of New 
France. —  The Frcnch took the part of La Sale. 
H e liad, bv his letters, prepofleffed tliat miniftry, 
particularly M. De Seignclay, greatly in favour 
o f his difeoveries, which he had magnified above 
thofeof Perú and México; and, when he carne to 
be heard at courr, he met vvith a very fmall repri- 
mand, but great ericouragement.— La Barre was 
all this while ftruggling under infinite diffiailtics. 
Fie faw the poverry of the colony, and the impend- 
ing war of the Iroquois, without knovving how to 
remedy the one, or to prevent the other. He fol- 
lowed the wil'ctl courfe. Being a ílranger, he fum- 
moned a general aficmbly of all the principal inha- 
bitants, ecclcfiáftical, civil, and military, and de- 
manded their advice.

The aíTemblv of N ew  France luid beforc their 
govfernof a full ftate of the province. They repre1 
lented, That the colony could not arrn above a thou- 
fiind men; that, even to do that, they nuift neglect 
their agriailture; that they were deftitute ot pro- 
vifions; in (hort, that it was impofiible to cnter, 
with arly profpect of fuccefs, upon the war, w ith
out afiiftance from France; and that twoor three hun- 
dred men, at leafi, fent from thence would be ne- 
cctlhry for their fronticr gat+ifons, particularly that 
o f Catarocouy;— that the cultivation of their lands, 
dnring the abfence of the inhabitants in the war, 
would requirc a thoufand or fifteen hundred addi-

tional
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1

tional hands; and that they nuift be furniflied with 
funds to raile magazines, and to build veffels. All 
thofe heads, with reafons, íliewing that, if they 
were not complied with, the colony muft be utter- 
ly ruined, were tranfmitted to France in a memo
rial from La Barre, and were highly approved of 
by the French king. Orders were given for 
the immediate embarkation of two hundred regu- 
]ars for Cañada, and letters were fent to the go- 
vernor, informing him that Dungan, whole cha- 
rafter we have already given, had received ex- 
prefs orders from the court ot England to alter 
his conduét with regard to the govcrnmentof New 

France.
In 1683, La Barre had undoubted intelligencc, 

that fifteen hundred Iroquois were afícmbled 
at the chicf village of the Onnondagans, and that 
they intended to march from thence againft the 
Miamis, the Outawas, and the other allies of the 
French.— La Barre had recourfe in this danger to 
the arts of negociation.— He difpatched a meflen- 
ger, who arrived at the place of rcndezvous, to 
difliiade the favages from entering upon their cx- 
pedition, and to prevail with them to fend depu- 
tics to Montreal to treat of an accommodation. 
They feemed to agree to both propofitions; but 
beforc the end of June, La Barre had advice that 
leven or cight hundred of the cantons ot Onnon- 
dago, Goyoguin, and Onneyouth, had marchcd 
to attack the favage allies of France, while the

Tfonnon-
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Tfonnonthouans, and another body of the Goyo- 
guins, were to fall upon the colony itfelf. La 
Barre, upon this, difpatched another exprefs to the 
French miniílry, with heavy complaints of the 
pradices of the Engliíh, in exciting this cruel war ; 
and requefting that the dukc of York íhould be 
applied to, to fend orders to his governor of New 
York not to fupport the Iroquois againft the 
French.

La Barre, whilc he waited for the refult of thofe 
difpatches, fent a frcfh meflage to the Iroquois, 
in hopes of amufing them, defiring to know how 
foon they would fulfil their promife in fending de- 
puties to Montreal to treat of a peace: but they 
anfwered the meíTenger, with great contempt, that 
they did not remember their having made any fuch 
promife; and that if the governor had any thing 
to propofe, he muft repair to thcm. It appearcd, 
however, that thefe favages, though refolved upon 
a war with the French Indians, were not fo for- 
ward as they pretended in coming to a rupture 
with the colony; for in Auguft, the five cantons 
adually fent their deputies. The French miflion- 
aries and traders, who were beft acquainted with 
the charader of thofe nations, endeavoured to put 
La Barre upon his guard againll their pradices, 
which they faid were only to gain time, that they 
might be the more furc of their blow. —  He re- 
ceived the deputies with great civilitv, and acccp- 
ted of all their protellations; at the lame time, he

took

t

took pofleflion of Fort Cataracouy, which in fad  
was the prívate property of La Sale, and likewife 
of Fort Lewis, in the country of the Illinois; all 
which proceedings created great dillatisfadion in 
the colony. In the mean time, a body of the 
Iroquois were making difpofitions for pofleffing 
themfelves of both thofe forts. W hile a party of 
them was on their march, meeting fourteen French 
traders, they robbed them of goods to the valué 
of fifteen thoufand franes; and aftewards cx- 
cufed themfelves, by pretending that they thought 
the traders bclonged to La Sale, whom they were 
at liberty, by permiflion of the governor, to plun- 
der; a ridiculous excufe for a violence which, 
perhaps, the French were not at that time in a 
condition to revenge.— De Baugy, an officcr under 
La Barre, was then cotnmandant at Fort Lewis, 
where Tonti likewife ferved; and having intelli- 
gcnce of the approach of the barbarians, they were 
fo well prepared to receive their vifit that they killed 
a confidcrable number of them at the firft onfet, 
after which they raifed the liege. Upon this at- 
tempt o f the Indinas, and another againft Foit 
Cataracouy, which likewife failed, La Barre re
folved upon an oflenfive war; and La Durantavc, 
a captain of the regiment of Carignan, who com- 
manded at Michillimakinac, and L)u Luth, who 
aded as his lieutenant, received orders to excite all 
the French Indians in thofe parts to arms, and to

invite
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invite them to meet him at Niagara, wherc he 
vvas to be, with all thc forcé of New Franco, on 
the fifteenth of Auguit; and from thenee to pro- 
ceed to make a vigorous war upon all the Iroquois 
nations, partieularly the Tfonnonthouans. I he 
Indians about the Bay oí St. Lewis were very back- 
ward in complying, on account of lome difcou- 
ragements they met with in their trade, by orders 
from thc governor, who wanted to engrofs it to 
him felf; and when at lait, four hundred French 
and two hundred Canadians wcrc aílembled, the 
chief diíliculty ftill remained, which was hpvv to 
march them to Niagara. \\ hile thc l'rench were 
deliberating on funnounting this obltaclc, and when 
the favageshad aClually begun their march, thelattcr 
were filled with unaccountable prepoífdlions, fug- 
geíled by their íuperÜitious notions, that their ex- 
pedition would be unfucccisfi.il; and altcr Duran- 
tayc and bis officers liad, with infinite diíliculty, 
brought them to Niagara, their w'orít lufpicions 
were confirmed by their not finding the govcrnoi 
there, and their afterwards underllanding that a 
pcace. liad been made lietween him and the Iro- 
quois. The three French officers expeded to be 
facrificed to their rdcntmcnt; but the favages con- 
tented themfelvcs with coolly reproaching them 
and the governor for having dcccived them, aml 
promiiing that they never íliould be again at On- 
nonthio’s cali. The officers, howevcr, found means
to appeaíe them, by pretending that their interdi

had
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had been confultcd in the peace, which the dread 
o f them had prevailed upon the Iroquois to fue 
for; and thus the Indians departed in friendíhip.

In the mean time, La Barre had ordered the 
rendczvous of his troops to be held at Montrcal. 
Bcfore he put them in motion, he fent a meflhge 
to colonel Dungan, requiring him, according to 
the promife he had made in confequcncc of the duke 
of York’s orders, not to oppofe his expedí tion 
againft a bloody prefidious nation, who would maf- 
facrc thc Eiigliili if they had nothing to fear from 
thc French, and inviting him to join him in rc- 
venging the dcath of twcnty-fix Engliffi fubjeéls, 
who had, the preccdingwinter, been murdered by 
thc Tfonnonthouans. After this, he applied to the 
cantons of Onnondago, Agnier, and Onncyouth, 
to all whom lie fent bclts o f wampum, informing 
them that his expedition was only defigned againíl 
the Tfonnonthouans. He then detached D11 Taíl, 
one of his captains, at thc head of fitty-fix men, 
with a grcat convoy of provifions, to Cataracouy, 
and to re-inforce the garrifon of that fortr, wherc 
M. d’Orvilliers, a very a ble officcr, was comman- 
dant. He had, by La Sales orders, m the fpring, 
reconnoitered the cnemi’s country upon I.ake On
tario, and markedout the fpofm pft proper for 
making the defeent. The army then began its 
march. It confiíled of feven hundred Canadians, 
one hundred and thirty regulars, and two hundred 
favages. The whole bodv embarked on the twentyi 
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ty-fixth and twenty-fcventh of July; and, on thc firít 
of Auguft, La Barre had undoübted intelligence, 
that the cantons of Onnondago, Onncyouth, and 
Goyogouin, had obliged the Tibnnonthouans to 
accept of their mediation betwecn the French and 
thcm, and that they required* Le Moyne to manage 
the ncgociation. A t the lame time, the general 
reccived other intelligence, that in the war he was 
about to wage with the Tfonnonthouans, he could 
do thcm very little damage, as they had airead)’ 
retired with all their effc¿ts and provifions into 
their faílncilcs, and that the profecution of it, 
would ferve only to unite all the different 
tribes of the nation againíl thc French. It was 
added, that the hcads of the Tfonnonthouans had 
given aíluranccs, that all they required was an in- 
demnity for what had paffed, in which cafe they 
would perform even more thun was required ot 
thcm, and abílain from all hoílilities againíl the 
allies of Franco; but that, if thofe ofiers wcrc re- 
jecled, colonel Dungan, the governor of New 
York, had oflered to lupport them with four hun- 
dred horfe; but this govcrnor’s violence defeated 
his own purpofes *.

* One ArnoM was his envoy, who fpokc to the Onnondagans 
in very hanghty ternis, and fecing them ftartlcd on delivering 
his commiffiou, ven' tooliíhly alkcd thcm, whether they refufed 
to obey their lawfttl prinee, tlic duke of York ? This d’ifcouríe 
fhocked the Onnondagans, who called Iíeavcu to witnefs, that 
Ainold carne o:t!y to troublc their laúd. Orje cf their cliiefs then

La

La Barrc’s army, which was now on its march, 
had been rcduccd to thc moíl deplorable condttion; 
and, tluough thc mifmanagcmcnt of their general, 
the troops were fo dcllitutc of provifions, and fo 
fickly at the faine time, that they were preparing 
to return, wlicn the wclcome news arrived that a

addreíTcd thc envoy in thc following rcmarkablc flrain of favage

eloqncncc: _u Know,”  faid he, “  that thc Onnondago places himfelt
“  bctwccn his father Ouonthio, and his brother 1 fonnonthouan,
« t0 Veocp them from ítghting with cach other. I thought that 
“  Corlar (for fo the fa vagos called tlie governor of New York)
“  would have liood beh’utd me,”  and cried, ‘ ‘ WeU done, On- 
“  nondagan, let nct thc father and thc fon come to blows together!
“  I am grcatly furprifetl that his envoy fltould fpeak a vciy dif- 
“  ferent language, and oppofe my dilamúng bothofthem. Ar- 
“  nold, I cannot think Corlar’s difpofition to be fo had as thou 
“  reprefentett it. Ouonthio did me grcat honour in being will- 
11 Jug to treat of peace in my cabm.— Should tnc fon dilhonour
“  the father?_Corlar attcnd to my voicc: Ononthio has aiop-
“  teil me for a fon; he rreated and apparelled me, as fucli, at 
k Montreal. Thero have wc plantcd thc trcc of peace. W e 

have likewife planted it at Onnondago, whither my father 
‘ i commouly fends his atnbalTadors, hecaufc the Tfonnonthouans 
‘ i are dulí of apprchcnfion. His predeceirors did the farnc, and 
“  both parties found their account in it. 1 have two arms: I 
“  extend the onc towards Montreal, therc to fupport the tree of 
ii peace, and the other towards Corlar, who has bren long my 
‘ i brother. Ononthio has been fot thcfc ten years my father, 
i< Corlar has been long my brother, with my own good will; 
“  but neitlier the onc ñor the other is my tnaíltr. lie  who made 
u world gave me the laúd I pollcfs. I anitice, I relpcél 
‘ i thcm both *, but no man has a right to cotnmand me; and turne 
41 oeght to take amifs my endeavonring, all that 1 can, that .hi'.

F f  f  2 tt-caty

I N  A M E R I C A .  403



404
treaty was concluded. La Barre’s joy at this wai 
fo great, that the favages eafil)’ perceived to what 
diniculties he had been redliced. They found him 
cncamped upon a neck of land near Lake Ontario» 
but in íuch diftrefs for proviíions, that the lpot has 
fince been called Lamine. Garakonthie and Ou- 
reouati, the two chiefs lo friendly to the French, 
were two of the deputies; but the Tibnnonthou- 
an deputy behaved with as great infolence as La 
Barre did with meannefs; for» upon the Indian’s 
decir,ring thát his nation would never hear of any 
peace with the Illinois, La Barre faid, that he 
hoped the hatchet lifted up againft the Illinois 
would not fall upon the French in their country. 
When the Tibnnonthouan had agreed to this, the 
peace was tnade. The Onnondagan deputies en* 
gaged that the Tfonnonthouans fhould make good. 
the lofles ofthe Frenchmen who had been robbed; 
but La Barre, was obligcd todecamp the very 
next day.

Perrot, who was now governor o f Montreal, 
having fomc differences with the fraternity of Sr. 
Sulpice, who were his fupcriors, as being proprie*

“  land fljall not be troublcd. To coudiide; I can no longcr delay 
“  repairing to my father, who lias tikcn the pains to come to 
“  iny very gatc, and who has no terms to propofe but what 
“  are reafonable."

This interview was followed by a letter fent from the favages 
to the governor of New York, reprefenting Arnold’s behavionr, 
and that thcy did not believe he had faitlifully cxccuted his eoin- 
taiflion.
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tors

tors of the iíland, the French king gave him the 
government of Acadia ; and he was fucceeded m 
that of Montreal by the chcvalier De Calheres, 
the boundary of whofe government was marked 
at Lake St. Pcter, in the River St. Laurence. A li 
this while, the Iroquois, probably over-awcd by 
the re-inforcement lately come from trance, re- 
mained quiet, though it was apprchended thcy 
would not long continué fo. They never had 
agreed to comprehend the French allics, cfpecially 
the Illinois, in the peace; and it was ot the utmoft 
importance for the French to protedt thofe people. 
Towards the end of July, 1685, La Barre receiv- 
ed letters from Lamberville, miflionary at Onnon- 
dago, informing him that the Tfonnonthouans 
had, during all the preceding winter, abftamed 
from hunting, fearing left the French íhould in
vade their cantón in their abfence; that they com- 
plained of the Mafcontins and the Miamis, who, 
encouraged by the prote&ion of Ononthio, had 
takcn and killcd, and even burned, fome of their 
nation; and that the Mafcontins alledged in their 
juftification the inftruftions they had received from 
the governor of New France. _

The Onnondagans were, at this time, fo well 
difpofed towards the French, as todo all thcy could 
to prevent a rupture; but could receive no other 
anfwer from the Iroquois, than that they were at 
Liberty to do as thcy pleafed. The news of the
late peace being carried to France, it was eafily 
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forcfeen there, that it could be of no long eontinu- 
ance; and his molí chriílian majefty named Dc- 
nonville to be governor of New Franco. He ar- 
rived with a freíh rc-inforcement of troops at Qoe- 
bcc, foon after La Barre liad rcceived Lambcrville’s 
letter, and his firft ítep ivas to vifit Cataracouy. 
La Foreft had, by order from the court, been re
placed in the command of thatfort; but under- 
ílanding that his principal, M. La Sale, was 
amongft the Illinois, he repaired thither, and d’Or- 
villiers commanded in his abfence. During De- 
nonville’s refidence at Catarocouy, he cafily faw 
the neceffity of checkingthe Iroquois; but he found 
that the affairs of the colony in general were in a 
bad fituation, and that the governmentof Oíd Francc 
had formed very falfe ideas with regard to tlieir 
colonies.

It now appcared, that there could be no fafety 
for the French, but by cutting olí'from the Eng- 
Jifh all communication by the lakcs, and particular- 
ly to fecurc that of Ontario, on the wcll as well 
as the cali, by building a ftrong fort of ftone, ca- 
pable to contain fivc or íix hundred men at Niá
gara. This the Frcnch govcrnmcnt thought was 
a certain and intallible method to prevent the Iro- 
quois from trading with the Engliíh, who, thcy 
computed, gained above tliirty thoufand pounds 
a ycar by furs. All this was reprefented to the 
Frcnch court by Denonville, who preíTed the 
building fuch a fort with the greateít afiiduitv.

This
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This projeét was not fo fecretly carried on as 
not to come to the knowledge of colonel Dungan, 
who remonftratcd ílrongly againft the building any 
fort at Niagara, which, he faid, was the duke of 
York’s property, and likewife againft the vaft ma- 
gazines of provifions and arms that were amafling 
at Catarocouy. Denonville anfwered Dungan’s rc- 
monftranccs, by recriminating upon the Iroquois; 
and endeavoured to íhew, that there was no real 
ground for their fufpicions, and that Niagara and 
its neighbourhood had been taken pofleflion o f by 
the French, long before the Engliíh were fettlcd 
in New York.

Dungan at this time addrcfled himfelf to the 
favages of Michillimakinac, by means of certain 
traders, who convinced them of the fuperior ad- 
vantages they might ha ve by dealing with the 
Englifli, inftead of the French; and in this he 
had all the fucccfs he could defire. Durantaye was 
then abfent from Michillimakinac; but rcturning 
thither juft as the Engliíh traders had left it, he 
fet out in purfuit of them. The Engliíh, how- 
ever, had forefecn this, and had prevailed with 
the Hurons fettled at St. Mary’s Fall to give them 
a large efeorr, who conveyed them to the country 
of the Tfonnonthouans. Denonville now found it 
neceílary to throw a ftrong garrifon into fort Cata
racouy, and to fend a confidcrable detachment by 
Sorel River, to over-aWe the Agniers, and to 
alarm Dungan ; he likewife fent back the miffion-

ary,
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ary, who had fuccecded in pcrfuading the favages 
that thc Frcnch were ready to fall lipón them. 
But Denonville fending Lamberville’s prcfents to 
the Indians, the warriors, who had takcn the ficld, 
were recalled; negociations were cntered into for 
an exchange of prifoners, and the Hurons, with 
the Outawas of Michillimakinac, were prevailed 
on to give the French govemor-general a mceting 
at Cataracouy. Towards the end of September, 
Lamberville returned to Qucbec to inform Denon
ville of his proceedings with thc Iroquois, and more 
particularly with the cantons of thc Onnondagans, 
who had returned their prifoners; but thc Tfon- 
nonthouans had refufed to follow their examplc, 
pretending that their captivcs chofe to continué 

where they were.
In the mean time, eolonel Dungan, who adtcd 

as govcrnor-gencral of New' England as wcll as New 
York, difpofléffed the Frcnch of their fettlementat Sr. 
Thcrele, upon Hudfon’s Bay. The court ol Ver- 
faillcs ordered Barrillon, their ambafiador at Lon- 
don, to makc a ftrong remonftrance upon their dil- 
pofleffion; but it appearcd that neither Charles 
the Second, ñor James the Sccond, had authority 
enough over their American fubjedts to oblige them 
to make reílitution, which thcmfelvcs were fmeere- 
ly difpofcd to do. The Frcnch were amazcd to 
thc laft degree that fubjedts fhould difpute thc 
w'ill of their fovereign; but the northern company,
avho were the proprietors of Fort Therefe, pcrceiv-

ing

ing they could not fuccecd by applying to the court, 
refolved to do themfelves juítice, and demanded 
aíliftance from Denonville to repoffefs themfelves 
0f  the fort. He accordingly fent eighty foldiers 
with the chevalier De Troye at their head, and 
on the twentieth of June, 1686, they arrived at 
the bottom of Hudfon’s Bay. They firít ftormed 
the Fort Monfipi upon the River Monfom, and 
made the garrifon, confiíting of fixty men, priion- 
ers of war, lcizing, at the fame time, a confiderable 
quantity of ammunition and provifions. Ibervillc, 
one of the Frcnch ofticcrs, then tooka fmall vcíTel, 
in which was the governor of the b a y ; and, at 
laft, Fort Rupcrt upon the River Ncmifcau, which 
had becn lately rebuilt, but rcmained ftill unfor- 
tified, fell into his hands. The troops then proccedcd 
againft Quitchitchouen, which they likewife made 

themfelves mafters of. ^
The French court in the beginning of thc y car 

1 687, aimed a blow that bade fair to deftroy all the 
Britiíh intereft in North America. Barrillon had 
prevailed with king James to agrcc to a neutrality 
bctwecn the fubjedts of France and England m 
North America, which left thc French in poílef- 
fion of all their ufurped claims. But the unlcttled 
ftate of afíairs in England, defeated all the intentions 
of tliis treaty; and thc Englifhpaid fo hule regard 
to it that they attackcd Fort Quitchitchouen m Hud-
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ion’s Bay; but they were repulfed with forae lofs 
by Ibervillc. In September Dcnonville declarcd 
war againft the Iroquois, and, in effeft, againft the 
Engliíh. This was the ycar 1686, but the war- 
like opcrations did not commence till June, 1687, : 
when Dcnonville having receivcd all the re-inforce- 
mcnts he ex peded from France, took the field 
with twothoufand Frcnchand fix hundred favages. 
Under pretext of the orders his predecefl'or liad re- 
ceived to fend all the Iroquois he could rnake pri- 
foners to the French gallics, before he liad de
clarcd war, he decoyed their chiefs to a confercncc 
at Cataracouy, where he moíl perfidioufly put 
thcm in irons,. ánd fent them to Qucbec, tobe 
tranfported from thence to Europc. This did no 
lervice to the French i 11 te re íl. It funk the credit 
of Lamberville and Milct, the two miffionaries, 
in the eyes o f the favages. Many of the natives 
who had repaired to Cataracouy, were the beft 
friends the French had upon that continent, but 
thefc were now rendered their irreconcileablc enc
uñes; as indeed was the whole nation of the Iro- 
quois. Dcnonville perceived the injuftice of the 
Rep lie had taken, and difvowcd it, which only 
ferved to render him more odious and dcfpicable 
to the natives, and to unitc them more clofcly with 
the Engliíh.

Milet fell into the hands of the Onneyouths, 
who immediately condemned him to the ñames, 
and obligcd him to fufler all the torments which

ufually
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ufually preceded that puniíhment; but, when he was 
011 the point of being cxecuted, an Indian matron 
adopted him, and faved his Ufe, by carrymg him 
¡uto hercabin. As to Lamberville, who remamed 
in the cantón of Onnondago, no fooncr had De
non vi lle’s treachcry appeared, than the chicts fent 
for him to their affcmbly, and expoftulated with 
him in the warmeft terms upon what had happen- 
ed. He had, however, the good íortunc to be 
o-reatly in favour with the favages, who acquitted 
him entirely of having any fliarc in the pcrfidious 
nrocccdings of Dcnonville, but acquamtcd him 
that it was uttcrly im proper he íhould remain any 
longer amongft them.— The indulgence ñiewnonthis 
occafion to Lamberville was, in a great meafure, 
owning to Garakonthie, who ftill preferved us 
credit in his nation. Notwithftanding the fentence 
of this miflionary, the favages affigned him a guard, 
who efeorted him out of all danger; and thefather 
himfelf always aftcrwards acknowledgcd Garakon
thie to be his deüverer. Denonville was more a 
barbarían than the favages he was about to fig it 
with ; and knowingthat matters were now brought 
to extremities btnveen him and the Indtam, he 
omitted nothing that could make the campa,gn 
p,otaron, on 1,1,  «de. De Ton,i, had tra-
veltcd a, far a , the mouth of the Mtffiffipp. to 
obtain fomc tidings of I -a Sale, and \\ ho had rc 
tumed to Montrcal, ,va, ordered to repair to the 
country of the Ulinoi,, there to publifl, the wat ; 
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and, after aíTembling them in a body, as ibón as 
poflible, to conducl thcm towárds thc Tfonnon- 
thouans, lying on the Ohio River; from whence 
he was to dctach parties, to cut off thc retreat of 
their women and children. Thofc in thc neigh- 
bourhood of thc Bay of St. Lewis were irreconcilc- 
ably cxafperatcd againíl the Iroquois, who liad thc 
fummcr bcfore carricd off fome of their women. 
Dcnonvillc improved this circumftance to bis own 
advantagc, by dcíiringthem tojoin Du Luth, who 
was intrcnched at the ftraits of Lake Hurón; a 
fpot that was pitched or by him as moíl proper 
for the general rendezvous of his troops. Pcrrot 
and another ofRcer, Boifguillor, werc ordered to 
repair to Michillimakinac with all thc Frcnch tlicy 
could aífcmble, confiftently with thc fafety of their 
effeéts, and to fignify to theSioux, that thcy íhould 
have caufe to repent, if thcy offered to diíturb the 
Frcnch allics during the war. Duranraye, (who 
Bill commanded at Michillimakinac, and, on ac- 
count of his good qualities, was highly acccptable 
to the favages) was ordered, at thc (ame time, to 
colleéf all the forcc he could, and to procced to 
Niagara; but in his march, to harrafs thc Indians 
who werc encmics to thc Frcnch, taking c3ic 
to malee prifoners of as many of the Onnondagans 
as he could, not only becaufe thcy werc the moB 
hnrmlcfs of all thelndian favages at war with thc 
Frcnch, but that thc governor-general might have

eaptives
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eaptives in his hands to exchange if there íliould 

be any occafion.
De Tonti could bring to the ficld no more than 

cighty Illinois. Having intelligcnce that the Tfon- 
nonthouans vvere preparing to fall upon their vil- 
lages, thcy had put themfclves in motion to invade 
thcm>; but underftanding from colonel Dungan, 
that the Frcnch werc about to make themfclves 
mafters of thc Illinois cantón, thcy returned home 
to defend their own country ; and De Tonti jomed 
Du Luth at thc entry of the ílrait of Lakc Hu
rón. The miflionaries, on this occafion, faved the 
Frcnch in Cañada from deftruftion. The na- 
tives, favage as thcy were, perccived that thc 
Frcnch intended to enBave them; and all the au- 
thority of Durantaye and Du Luth could not bring 
thc Hurons and the Outawas to join them. Thcy 
even entered into a treaty with the Iroquois, when 
the miflionaries found means to gain over their two 
chicfs, and fent them to trcat with Denonvillc, 
who, on this occafion, acknowlcdgcd to his court 
the important fcrvice of the miflionaries, and cn- 
gaged the chiefs in his intereft.

He was by this time in readincfs to enter 
upon aftion, and was encampcd at the iíle of 
St. Hclen, oppofite Montreal; his army con- 
fiíling of eight hundred and thirty-two regulars, 
one thoufand Canadians, and about tliree hundred 
favages. The good underftanding bctween thc go-

vernor-
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vcrnor-general and thc new intendant, ícrvcd to 
fupply this army with abundance of provifions. 
After thrcc days fail, Champigni, with thirty men, 
detachcd himfelf from thc main body, to difpofe 
cvcry thing at Cataracuoy for fonvarding thc expe
dition. Thcre Denonville received a letter from 
Dungan, rcproaching him with his intention of 
making war lipón the fubjeéls of Grcat Britain; 
but the Frenchman feeing himfelf at thc head of 
an army, anfvvcred this letter in a very haughty (lile; 
and Durantave attacked and plundered, upon Lakc 
Hurón, fixtv Englilh tradcrs, who were bound to 
Michillimakinac, undcr pretencc that fuch a trade 
was contraband, and contrary to thc orders o f thc 
two courts.

The main bodv of thc Frcnch army then march- 
cd into thc country o f thc Tlhonnonthouans, where 
they were attacked, and muíl have been defoatcd, by 
eight hundrcd of thofe favages, liad not their own 
Indiana made hcad againft them. Hcrc they loft 
father Anicbran, a Jefuit, one of thc moft adlive 
miílionarics, as he was fighting againft thc encmy 
in thc foremoft ranks. The lofs of thc Tfonnon- 
thouans amounted to forty-five killed, and fixty 
wounded.— After this aftion, during ten days, 
which they fpent in ravaging and traverfing thc 
countrv, they did not find in it one inhabitant; fomc 
pnrt of the natives haVing fled to thc country of 
the Goyogouins, and the others to New York,
where they were kindly rcceivcd, and furnilhed

with
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with arms and ammunition by eolonel Dongan. 
The mutinics of thc favages who appear to have 
bcen thc moft ufeful body in this expedition, obligcd 
the French general to leave the country of the 
Tfonnonthouans, and to march towards Niagara, 
which he did, after a moft difgraccful and unmanly 
expedition, in which he met with little or no oppo- 
fifition, and cmployed his arms chiefly on the de- 
fcncelcls houfcs and flores of the inhabitants. 
Notwithftanding the inutility of this campaign, 
Denonville thought he could clofe it by an impor
tad  fervice in buildiug a fort at Niagara, where 
the chevalier De LaTroye was left with a garrifon 
of a hundred men ; but being foon after attacked 
by epidemieal difeafes, they all died. In the mean 
time, eolonel Dungan left no methods untried to 
aliénate the aftéítions of the favages from the 
French intereft; ñor was Denonville idle, on his 
part, for he built the fort at Niagara; and being 
poweriully fcconded by Garakonthie’s intereft, pre- 
vailed lo far upon the favages, that they broke oft 
their connexions with the governor of New York,
and preferved their friendíhip with the French.------
After this he projc&ed another expedition againft: 
t;he Tfonnonthouans, who, by this time, liad form- 
ed a fecret intdligcnce with the lndians of Michil- 
limakinack, the moft ufeful allies the French had 
amongft the favages» Denonville, liowever, was 
fomcwlut cmbarralléd in excuuing his refolution, 
by the orders he received from his court to give
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nu umbrage to che Etigliíli.— A  mortality now broke 
out at Cararacnoy, Niagara, and in other parts ot 
Cañada ; while the averfion which Denonville had 
at trcating with thc favages, or even bcaring 
the íight of them, cncreafed the miferies of the 
colony. He {lili depended on the pacific orders 
Dungan received from the court of England, and 
on the terror w ith which the favagcs were ftruck by 
bis late expedition againft the Tfonnonthouans; 
but he was deceived ; for on the third of Novem- 
bcr, Fort Chambly was on thc fnddcn befieged by 
a large detachmcnt of Agniers and Mahingans ; 
who, though they were obliged to abandon their 
enterprife, fucceeded fo far as to buril feveral plan- 
tadons, and to carrv oft a number of prifoners. 
The Frcnch did not fail to attribute this attempt to 
Dungan, and raifed liirn fo many enemies amongít 
their Indians, that he was obliged to keep ¡n pay 
a body of twelve hundred Iroquois, during all the 
winter, to covcr his government.

The bafe conduft of Denonville, in feizing the 
chiefs of the Iroquois at Cataracuoy had fufficiently 
irritated thofe l'avages, and occafioned them to 
makc reprilals. Lambcrville who was fent to treat 
with them apologifed for the governor’s conduct, 
and prefented them with two belts ot wampuni, 
the one to induce them to treat their prifoners wcll, 
and thc other to prevail with them not to take part 
with the Tfonnonthouans in the war ; but both
thofe belts were immtdiately fent to colonel Dun-

gan»
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gan, who foon after difpatched a mcíTenger to 
know the meaning of their having becn prefented 
by Lamberville to thc Onnondagans. Denonville 
fent father Vaillant du Gueflis with his anfwer, 
but, in faft, to be a fpy upon Dungan; who, 
after fome convcríation, told him in plain terms, 
that the French in Cañada could never hope to be 
at peacc with the Iroquois, but upon íour condi- 
tions. The firíl: was, thc rcturning their country- 
men whom they had fent to the gallies; thc fe- 
cond, that they íhould oblige the Iroquois chrifti- 
ans, who had becn fettled at the Fall of St. Lewis 
and in the highlands, to return to their native can- 
tons; the third, that the forts at Cataracuoy and 
Niagara íhould be demoliíhed; and the fourth, 
that thc Tfonnondiouans íhould be indemnified for 
all their lofles during the late expedition. Dungan, 
after this plain declaration, difmiíTcd the miffion- 
ary, without fuffcring him to have any communi-
cation with the favages. _

The favagcs took Dungan’s advice, by kceping 
quiet all the rcmaining part of the winter; but 
early in the fpring of 1688, a party of them lur- 
prifed and killed fome of a French convoy in their 
return from Fort Cataracuoy to Montrcal ; and the 
colony of New France w as fo wcak, that Denon
ville knew ñor how to check them. All he could 
do was to employ Lamberville, to endeavour ro 
luing oft* the Onnondagans from their unión with 
the oilier Iroquois cantons. líy this time, the mif- 
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íionary Vaillant vvas returned to fort Cataracuoy, 
attended by two favages, whom coloncl Dungan 
had appointed as his guard, to prevent his conver- 
fing \vith the Agnicis. Lambcrville had the ad- 
drcfs to gain over one o f thofe favages, and to 
perfuade him to repair to the country of the On- 
nondagans, where he was to lay before them the 
intercífed vicws o f colonel Dungan, in bringing 
them to brcak with the French. The faVage found 
all the cantons afl'embled, and an army of one 
thoufand men ready to takc the ficld againít the 
Frcnch, at vvhom thcy wcre grcatly exafperated. 
H e fucceeded, howcver, fo far as to induce them 
to fend deputies to treat with Denonville; but lie 
•could not prevent a refolution which five hundred 
•of their warriors took, to attend thofe deputies as 
fafeguards.

Haaíkpuaun who the 'mouth of the deputa* 
tion, and laid before the French the miferablc date 
o f the colon)-, with the ítrengrh of the Iroquois, 
and endeavoured to make them fenfible with what 
cafe the latter could driye the Frcnch out of Ca
ñada. He then made a merit o f his having per- 
fuaded his countrymen to advife the governor ot 
his danger, and to give him four days time to de
liberare, vvhether he would or would not acccpt ot 
tjie ternts propofed to him by Corlar, (meaning 
cylonel Dungan.) Nothing could be more morti- 
íying iban the fituation o f tire French colony at 
filis -time-, Twclve hundred favages wcre ready to

attack
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attack Montreal. The French inhabitants between 
Sorel River and Magdalen Meadow durft not ílir 
abroad for fear of being furprifed ; an account had 
come of the extinción of the garrifon of fort N i
ágara, and there was danger leít the laft rcfource 
of the colony, the negociation with the Onnonda- 
gans, íhould be cut off by the govemor’s entering 
into hoftilities with the other Indians. By this time, 
eight hundred of them had befieged the fort of 
Cataracuoy ; Lake Ontario was covered with their 
canoes ; and they deítroyed all the French fettle- 
ments on its borders; but the Onnondagan cau
tives, whom Denonville had freed, arrived on their 
return to their own country at Cataracuoy, almoft 
at the inftant when the fort was about to be fur- 
rendered. One of tire prifoners happcning to be 
nephew to the chief who commanded the ficge, 
his kinfman’s deliverance made fuch an impreffion 
upon him, that he immediately drewoff his troops. 
On the eighth of June following, deputies from 
the Onnondagans, the Onneyouths¿ and the Goyo- 
gouins, arrived at Montreal to treat of peace, 
which being concludcd upon, Denonville agreed 
that the fort at Niagara lliould be domoliíhed , 
and he difpatched a meflenger to the French court, 
requefting that the Iroquois chicfs, w ho had bccii 
fent to the gallies, might be delivered up. At the 
fame time, Dungan amufed the French with the or- 
ders he faid he had rcceivcd from the king his 
maíter, to obferve the neutrality that had been 
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concluded between him and his moít chriftian ma- 
jeffcy ; but thefe appearances vvcre not followed by 
proportionable effefts.— A convoy of provifions 
vvas ordercd for fort Cataracuoy ; but the Iroquois 
plundered one of the canocs, though they liad left 
five hoñages for the fecurity of the convoy. Soon 
after, thefe Indians appearcd in arms in fevcral of 
the moít dcfcncelcfs poflcífions of the French. 
But the governor-general taking the field with all 
the forcé he could raife, and coming up with 
the favages at I-ake Sacrament, killcd and took 
prifoners fevcral of the cncmy, who, according to 
the French, had becn prevailed upon by colonel 
Dungali, who had furnilhed them with arms and 
ammunition, to commit thofe infraftions ot the 
late treaty; and this vigorous procceding procured 
fume refpire to the colony. Meanwhile, though the 
eourt of France paid little regard to fevcral remon- 
ftrances which Denonvillc fent to them, yet the 
continuance of the evils foon juítified his com- 
plaints. The favages, even thofe who werc other- 
vvife attachcd to the French, cvcry day more and 
more defpifed them, for having had a peace, in a 
a manner, forced upon them by the Iroquois.

The Abenaquis, howcver, are to be cxceptcd 
fiom this number, as were the Iroquois of the Fall 
of Sr. I .ewis and the highlands, with the Hurons of 
Michillimakinac. The Abenaquais, whilc Dcnon- 
ville was treating with the other favages, took the 
ijeld, and marching towards the River Sorel, there

fur-
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furprifed and killed fome of the Mahingans and 
Iroquois; and then, advancing towards thcEngliíh 
fettlements, they brought from thcnce a number o f 
fcalps, while the Iroquois of the Fall and the 
highlands, did the fame in their parts of the coun- 
try. The Hurons of Michillimakinac were ílill 
more averfe to the peace, and the diílike both of 
them and the other favages we have mentioned, 
towards the treaty between Dcnon\ ill<— and the Iro- 
quois, moft probably arofe from their believing thar 
the Iroquois wanted only to amufe the French go- 
vernor into a treaty, that they might with the 
greater eafe fall upon his allies *.

*  OncKondiaronk, fumamed the Rat, was at the hcad of the 
Michillimakinac Hurons; and he i$ reprefented as having been a 
favage of more than common rcfolution and accompUlhmcntj. 
Putting himfclf at the hcad of a chofcn band, he marehed from 
Michillimakinac towards Cataracuoy, where the French govemor 
informed him of the treaty depending between Denonvillc and the 
Iroquois, which, hefaid, wasfofar advanced that the govemor- 
general was waiting at Montrcal for the amhaffadors and hoñages 
of that nation ; adding, that he could not do a more acceptable fer- 
vice to the French, than by rcturning homc without offering the
Cnallcft violcnce to the Iroquois.

The Rat hcard this difeomfe without difeovering the fmallcft 
emotion or diílike; but, lcaving the fort, he ambulhed his com- 
pany at a place by which he knew the ambafl'adors and the 
hoñages muft pafs; and, watching his opportunity, he killcd 
fome of them, and took others prifoners, of which laft number 
was Tegamflbrcns, whom wc have alrcady mentioned, and who 
was one of the ambaffadors. The chicf, after this, is faid to have 
rcturned to Cataracuoy, and to have boalted, “  tliat he had ktllcd 

“  the peace.”  .
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At this time carne lettcrs from Andros, newly made 
governor of New York, enjoining them to break 
off all treaty with the French, but with the parti- 
cipation of his Britannic majeíty, who, confidering 
them as his own children, would fuffer them to 
want for nothing. He, at the fame time, inform- 
ed Denonvillc by writing, that he was not to ex- 
pe£t any pcaee with the Iroquois, but upor. the 
terms that had been propofed by his prcdeceffor; 
though, at the fame time, he acquainted him that 
he was fo wcll difpofed to a good underftanding 
with the French, that he had ordcrcd all the Eng- 
liíh fubjefts within his governments not to moleft 
the inhabitants of NewFrance.

A t length the French laid a fchemc fot con- 
quering New York from the Engüíh; and Cal- 
licres, took íhipping for Franco, to propofe it to 
that court. He accordingly prefented a memorial 
to the miniftry, fctting forth the neceJity of fuch 
an enterprize. He demanded to be put at the 
hcad of thirtccn hundred regulars, and threc hun- 
dred Canadians. With this forcé he was to go up 
the River Sorel to Lakc Champlain, under prctencc 
o f making war upon the Iroquois, but, in reality, 
to fall upon New York, the conqueft of which he 
thought was vcry practicable. He reprefented, that 
the revolution which had now taken place in Eng- 
land, the inhabitants of New York, who moft of 
them were Dutch, would infallibly take part with
the prince o f Orange againft king James, which

ítill
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ítill ítrengthcncd the neccffity there was for fub- 

duing them.
The armamcnt was fitted out at Rochfort, and 

Cafliniere, the commandcr, was inftruéted to follow 
countFrontenac’s orders,who was immediately tofail 
with thefquadron for the entryoftheGulph of St.Lau- 
rcnce, from whencc he was to repair to the Bay of 
Canfo in Acadia, and then to Qucbec; while Caf- _ 
finiere remained on the coaíts of Acadia, wherc he 
was to makc prizcs of all the Engliíh íhips he met 
with. Callieres was to be difpatchcd before-hand, 
the moment the fquadron entered the Gulph of 
St. Laurence, wherc he was to make preparations 
for the expedition againft N ew  York, but conceal- 
ing his real objetf: under diíferent pretexts. As the 
greateft diligence was neceíl'ary, and as tHe enter
prize could be executed in no other feafon but the 
autumn, Frontenac, on his arrival at Quebec, was 
to fet out with the boats, attended by De Callieres, 
who was to aft as lieutenant-general, and, at the 
fame time, to difpatch an cxprei's in cypher, order- 
ing Caífiniere with his fquadron to fail direítly to 
Manhatta in New York. During Frontenac’s ab- 
lence, Vaudreuil was to a¿t a.s hi? lieutenant in 
N ew  Frailee; and when New \ o rk  was l'ubducd, 
Frontenac was to ryquire from the Englilh cathq- 
lics an oath of fidelity to his moft chriftiao m*V- 
jefty, and to fuffer them tp remain in their polfef- 
fions. De Callieres was tp a¿t as governor of 
New York, under the govarnor-^general of New

Franca.
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Francc. All the Iroquois villagcs ncar Manhatta, 
or the city of New York, wcre to be tleílroyed, 
and the others put under contribution.

The French fquadron arrived on the rwelfth of 
September, at Chedaboétou, and on, the eighteenth, 
they were joined by the merchant íhips, which 
had bcen very roughly treated by ftorms on the 
banks of Newfoundland. Next day, Frontenac 
embarked on board a merchant íhip for Qucbcc, 
but with very little hopes of being able, 'n 
that advanced feafon, to fucceed againft New 
York, and beforc he parted, he lclt a fet of in- 
ítruttions for Caffiniere’s conduft, who took a 
groar many fhips, but found it impoffible to 
t. uch at Fort Royale through contrary winds ; and 
the cafe of Frontenac, in his voyage to the Pierccd 
Iíland, was pretty much the farne; fo that it was 
the twenty-feventh of Odober beforc he arrived at 
Montrcal. —  Denonville continued to be governor 
o f New Frunce till Frontenac'á arrival; but, when 
the latter ioined him at Montreal, he found the at* 
fairs of the colony in a deplorable lituation. On 
the twenty-fifth of Auguit preceding, while the 
inhabitants of that iíland thought themfelves per- 
fedly fecure, fifteen hundred Iroquois in the night- 
time, fell upon La Chine, a fettlement, which lies 
three leagucs farther up the river than the tovvn of 
Montrcal. The favages, finding the inhabitants 
aileep, mafiacred the men ; and then, fetting fire 
to the houfes, the remaining inhabitants fell ¡nto
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their hands. The crueltics excrcifed on the prifoners 
are faid to have becn very íhocking. They then pro- 
cceded towards Montrcal, and carried oft'two hun
dred prifoners, whom they put to dcath by the tor
ture. Denonville, being then at Montrcal, ordered 
an officer to take poílefiion of a fort, which he 
was afraid the favages might feize. The fort was 
immediately inveíled, and its garrifon, being eVcry 
man of them, killed in defending it, but the officer, 
who was defperately wounded, the fot tr fell into 
the hands of the iavages, who thereby became 
mañers of all the open part of the iíland, which 
they continued to ravage in a moít inhuman man- 
ner, without oppoíition. Frontenac being on his 
arrival informed of thele calamities, was Lnfible 
that they were owing to his not being able to 
come three months fooner to Montreal. The con- 
fternation of the whole colony had becn fuch, that 
Denonville fent orders to Valrenes, who com- 
manded at Cataracuoy, to abandon that poü, to 
blow up the fortifications, and to deñroy all the 
proviíions he could not carry oíT, in cafe he te- 
ceived no reinlorcemcnt beíore Novcmbcr. hron- 
tenac hearing of thofe orders, oppofcd them 
ílrongly; but Denonville juftified them from the 
inutility of the fort, in anfwering the purpofes for 
which it was built, and the vaft expcnce it occa- 
ftoned both of men añil money to maintain ir. 
Frontenac, who was the founder ol this forr, was 
aflliiflcd beyond conception, when he heard frem 
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Vaivenes, that thc walls of the fort were undev- 
mined, and thc place was, by that time, blown up.

It was now become more necefíary to invade 
N ew  York. Plans for this cxpcdiüon were fent to 
Oíd France; but thc government there, cxcufed 
themfclves from giving the colonifls any afllllance, 
on account of thc expeníive wars they had opon 
their hands, and co.unciied the governor toaftonh 
upon thc defenfive. —  In thc mean time thc Iro- 
quois, who had been fent to thc gallies, were fet 
at liberty, and returned to America. Amongft 
thcfc was onc Ourcouharé, a Goyoguin, whom 
Frontenac endeavoured, by cvery poíliblc means, to 
bring over to his views. At Montrcal was onc 
Gagnicgaton, a deputy of thc Irocpiois, whom 
Ourcouharé advifed to fend back, with four of 
thc Indian prifoners, inftruéting them to fpeak 
much in favour of thc governor. In 1690, the 
cantons met, and lcnt back deputies with their 
anfwer to Montreal, who concluded a treaty, with 
all the ceremonies ufual in fuch cales. Thcfc were 
permitted to depart as l'oon a$ thc rivers were navi- 
gable, and Oureouharé gave them no lefs than 
cight beíts ; faying at the lame time, that, for his 
part, he would not lcavc Onomhio, till a deputa- 
tion ílrould be fent to follicit his retujrn. Fie fpoke 
much againft the Euglilh fettlcrs of New York, 
and told them, that they might go in latety with 
the chevaüer-D’Eau, who was appointcd to con-
duét them to Montreal. The Outavvas at this pe-

riod
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riod, concluded a treaty with thc Iroquois, wtth- 
out confulting thc Frcnch in the matter. Duran- 
taye howevcr, and the miílionaries, found means 
■ to become aequainted with the wholc of their 
proceedings, with which, by means of thc Sieur 
joliet, he made Frontenac aequainted, whobrought 
him a letter from thc miffionary Carbeil, which 
laid open thc date of thc colony ; in anfwer to 
which, he ordered Durantaye, to aflore the Hu- 
rons and Outawas at Michillimakinac, that they 
lliould foon fee an altcration of affairs. He then 
laid down his difpofitions for attacking the Engliíh.
A company of a hundred and ten men, French 
and favages, were raifed at Montreal, under the 
command of two lieutenants, who had their choice 
o f the poft which they were to attack, and they 
determined on that of Orangc. I11 this rcíblution 
they were vigoroufly oppofed by the favages; and 
they marched, without coming to any refolution, 
till they arrived at a place, where the road fepa- 
rated into tw o ; onc leading to Orangc, and the 
other to Corlar, which the favages ngreed to at
tack. This refolution being fixcd, they proceeded 
in a molí fatiguing march for nine days, to Corlar. 
Being arrived within two leagues of it, thc chict 
of thc Iroquois fettlement at the Fall of St. Lewis, 
\\ ho was commonly called the Grand Agnier, in a 
formal harangue, which he made to the wholc 
party, in a flrain of frantic enthuftafm, inveighed 
againft thc Engliíh, as being cnemies to God. Soon 
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after, they were informed by four favage womcn, 
whom they mct, in all they wanted to know about 
the ílrength and fituation o f the place, which, 
upon their arrival at it, they found ojien, even its 
gates not being íliut, and they entered it in the 
night *.

Upon the return of this party to Montreal, two 
French officers, one of whom had been prefent at 
the attack of Corlar, raifed a party of popiíh 
Iroquois, and gave the command of it to the 
Grand Agnicr, to make cxcurfions againll the Iro- 
quois. In this cxpcdition, they took forty-two 
prifoners, among whom were cight Englilh. Hear- 
ing that a hundred Mahingans were waiting for 
them, and their numbcr being inferior, they march- 
ed towards the Salmón River, which they reached 
on the fourth of June; and here they bogan to 
make new canoes, they having left their own at a 
o-rcat (Manee. W hile they were bufied in this 
employment, they were difeovered by a party or 
Algonquins and Abenaquis, who, taking thcm for 
Englilh, with whom they likewife were at war,

•  The accomits given of thUboaílcd cxpcdition by the French 
authors reprefent it as a maflcrpiccc of courage in warlike opera- 
tions; whereas, in faft, it was as cowarilly as it was inhuman. 
The paity entering the place without rcfiftance, butehered men, 
womcn, and childrcn, til!, tired with murder, they gave.quaitcr 
to forty of the Englilh, whom they canied ¡uto flavery. But 
Coudrav, the govemor, who, very poííibly, was in concert 
with thcm, was faved, and all his propertv; as was the houfe of 
a woman, to which onc of the wounded licutenants was carricd.

attackcd
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attacked them before day, and the Grand Agnicr 
was killed at the firft onfet, as were fix other Iro- 
quois. The miftake was foon difeovered by the 
prifoners each party made; but the French Iro- 
quois, in refentment of their chief’s death, refufed 
t0 deliver up their captives. This produced a dif- 
fercnce between the two parties, which all the art 
and authority of the governor could not, for fomc 
time, compofe. Frontcnac had likewife planncd 
two other expeditions; one from Trois Rivieres, and 
the other from Quebec, that a fpirit of emulation 
might be raifed all over the colony, and the com- 
jnand of the whole was given to an officer, named 
Hertel. After a fatiguing march, he carne to an 
Englilh fcttlement, which the French ñame Se- 
mcntel, at fix leagues diítance from Pifcataqua in 
N ew  England. The French furprifed this fettle- 
ment, and cut in pieces all they found in it, cx- 
cepting fifty-four perfons, whom they carried off 
captives ; and, after burning all the houfes, and 
íheep and cattle in the Hables, they prepared to 
make their retreat, for fear it ílrould be cut off by 
the inhabitants of Pifcataqua.

Bv this time, the Quebec party had takcn the 
field under one Portneuf; and Hertel, upon his rc- 
turn, underftanding that he was within two days 
march of them, difpatched his nephew with an ac- 
count of his fuccefs to the governor-general, and 
fet out to join the Quebec party, within four 
leagues of Cafco Bay, which they were determined

to



to attack; though the place mounted eight camión, 
and was wcll providcd with every thing neceffary 
for a defence. Four favages, and two French, 
were cmplovcd to alarm the fort, which thcy did, 
by raifing the Indian cry ; and having killed an 
Engliíhman, fifty of the garrifon marched out, and 
receivcd the fire of the French, who lay in am- 
buíh, and who aftenvards attacking the Engliíh 
party with fwords and hatchcts, killed them all 
but four, who regained the fort, but all of them 
wounded. Towards the evening, Portneuf fum- 
moncd the governor of Cafco Bay to furrender; 
but was anfwered by the lattcr, That he would de- 
fend his fort to the laft. This, át firft, -ftartlcd 
Portneuf, whofc commiffion from Frontcnac, only im- 
ported, that he fhould ravagc the opcn countrj, but, 
íummoning all his fpirit®, the reply he made to the 
anfwer of the Engliíh governor, was, That he muft 
furrender the fort, with all the provifions and arn- 
munition within i t : and, though the Engliíh de- 
manded fix days to confidcr, they were allowed 
only one night. The defencclcfs date o f the place

* French writers fay, that bcfidcs the main fort at Cafco 
Bay, four othcrs had been raifcd, but all of them were evacuated, 
in order to rcintorcc the principal garrifon. Thofe foro, how- 
cvcr, appear to have been only the defencclcfs houfes of the inha- 
bitants; and the main fort, notwithftanding all the French m> 
ters, who had theiv inf.imration only from thofe who had an in- 
tereft in magnifyiiig their own exploto, was Hule better than 

defencclcfs.

obligcd
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would give the governor no other terms than 
thofe of furrendering himfelf and his garrifon pn- 
foners of war, which thcy accordingly did, betng 
reduced to the laft extremity. Scarcely was the 
place evacuated when an Engliíh fquadron ap- 
peared to relieve i t ; but its commander not fecing 
the Britiíh colours ftying, concluded that the fort 
had been taken, and being confirmed m his opi
nión, by none of his íignals being anfwered, he 
rcturned back ; whilc Portneuf not only plundercd 
and demoliíhed the fort, but all the houíes m its 
neighbourhood. This inconfiderablc concjucft, 
though magnified by the French, was not, how- 
ever, thought fufficient to anfwer their mam pur- 
iofe ; which was that of bringing their favage 

allics into a ftate o f independance upon the 

Engliíh.
Frontenac, about a month after 1 ortneul s re- 

turn to Quebec, fent l)e La Porte Louvigny, a 
reformed captain, and Perrot, with a- ftrong con
voy from Montreal 10 Michillimakinac, cliargcu 
with preíents from the governor-general to the ía- 
vawes and a commiffion to fuperfede Durantayne 
¡n that ftation.— This officer was attended, in going 
to take poflcffion of his new command, by a hun- 
dred and forty-threc French ; many of whom had 
large quantities of tur at Michillimakinac, which 
thcy could not before carry oft for fear oí the ía- 
vages. They were efeorted by two French officevs, 

^ * ' and
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and fix favages ; but on thc twenty-third of May, 
bcing the day after they cmbarkcd, they difcover- 
ed two Iroquois canocs. Upon this, Louvigny 
detached thirty of his retinue in canoes, and fixty 
by land, to furround the enemy, who were iul- 
peíled to be very numerous, though they did not 
appear. The canoe men fell into an ambufcade 
o f the Iroquois, who killed far the greater part of 
them. At firít, Perrot, under whofe command 
Louvigny was during the journey, would not fuf- 
fer the latter to march againft the favages; but, 
at length, he gave him leave, and Louvigny, at the 
head of fifty or fixty French, killed about thirty of 
the Iroquois, woundcd a great number, and madc 
fome prifoners, the remainder of them efcaping 
with great difficulty to their canoes.

The Outawas ambaíladors were now on thc point 
of fetting out from Michillimakinac, to conclude a 
definitive treaty with thc Iroquois ; but the news of 
the viclories of the French, and the magnificcnt pre- 
fents they brought, gave a new turn to their fen- 
timents ; which Perrot improved with fo much ad- 
drefs, that they entered with more zeal than ever 
into the French intereft. A hundred and ten ca
noes, loaded with furs and íkins, to thc valué of 
onc hundred thoufand crowns, under the convoy of 
thrce hundred northern favages, immediately íet 
out for Montrcal, where they found thc count Da 
Ffontenac.
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The

The chevalier D ’Eau, who had bcen fent as am« 
bailador and fpy to Onnontague, and all the 
French in his retinue, had becn put in confine- 
ment by the favages, and fent him prifoner to 
Manhatta, to prove their averfion to any peace 
with the French, and they even went fo far, as to 
burn two Frenchmcn of his retinue. Frontenac 
upon this, ordered two dctachments of his beft 
troops, one under the command of the chevalier 
De Clermont, to guard the fouthern parts of thc 
colony from Montreal, to the River Sorel; and the 
other, under the command of the chevalier De La 
Motte, to fecure it from Montreal to Qucbec. 
The coloniíts of Cañada durft not venture abroad, 
either to cultivate their lands, or cut down their 
harvefts; fo that the colony itfclf was threatened 
with famine. On thc eighteenth of Augull, De 
La Chaílaigne, commandant at fort La Chine, wras 
informed, that a great number of canoes were feen 
upon Lake St. Lewis. Frontenac, who was then 
at Montreal, immediately concluding that they 
were fillcd with Iroquois, gave orders for a vigo- 
rous defence, but he foon underftood that they 
were no other than the grand convoy from Michil
limakinac, which wc have already mentioned. 
The joy o f the French at underílanding this, was 
exceffivc, and the convoy was received under peáis 
of acclamations from the inhabitants. In the 
mean time, an Iroquois, who was nephew to thc 
grand Agnier, and who had bcen fent out to rc- 
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connoitre towards Orange, had, in his return, dif- 
covered, that a large body of men were employed 
in making canoes upon Lake Sacrament. This 
Indian was ío much attached to the French, 
that the truth of'his report, with many circum- 
ítances attending it, to do honour to himfelf, was 
fo far from being queftioncd by Frontenac, that 
lie immediately gave orders for putting the town 
and iíland of Montrcal in a proper poílure of de- 
fence. He called together all his favage allies 
who were upon the fpot; and, after fcaíting them 
with great profufion, he informed them, that he 
was refolved never to make peace with the lr°* 
quois, till he Ihould reduce them to beg it upon 
terms as advantageous to his allies as to the French» 
and that he confidered both as being cqually his 
children. His behaviour charmcd the favages to 
a degree of enthufiafm for his perlón, and he was 
anfwered with peáis of univerfal acclamation. 
Next day, upon advice that great numbers of ca
noes were feen on Lake Champlain, íignals wcic 
given for afiembling the rcgulars and the militia; 
and on the thirty-firft of Auguft, Frontenac, upon 
Magdalen Mead, reviewcd the favages, who were 
fo eager for the fervice, that all of them appcared 
under arms, without their leaving a man to takc 
care of their mcrchandizcs, and the army ' vaS 
found to confift of twelve hundred men *.

* Somc of tjic favages of the Fall of St. Lcwis, took dú 
opportimity to invite all the chicfs of the other cantons to^l°
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Next day, the fcouts reported, that they could 

difeover no enemy, ñor any footfteps of one; 
upon which, the army was difmiffed tdl farther 
orders, and the inhabitants fell to their harveft 
Work, which was the main objeél of their con
cern. Some time after, a party of Iroquois iur- 
prifed a defencelefs number of the French mhabi- 
tants and foldiers, carelcflly at work m the ficld, 
and killed or took prifoners fix foldiers, eleven m- 
habitants, and four women, befides putting to 
death a number of horned cattle, and burmng the 
neighbouring houfes and ítorehoufes ; but upon 
an appearance of fome troops approaching, the 
favages retired to the woods. Frontenac, incenfetl 
with thefe furprifals, reproached Oureouhare with 
the infenfibility of his countrymen, as to all 
the kindneffes he had done to him and them, 
The favage made the beít apology he could for
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Onontbio's quarters. Thcre being aílembled, one Lcwis Atbc- 
rihata, a popiíh chief of Lcwis’s Fall, very artfully addreflel 
himfelf to the company, but more particularly to the Outawas, 
whom he advifed to lsy before their fatlicr Ononthio, their m- 
moft fentiments, and to difclofe the truc reafons ot their late 
treaty with the Iroquois. The lpokefman of the Outawas, upon 
Ihis, apologbed in the beft manner he could for his countrymen, 
and promifed an inviolable fidelity to Onomhlo in nme to come, 
in which he was fccondcd by all the other chicfs prefent. Fron
tenac very pruperly thought, that fome altercations might anfe, ir 
the company continued longcr together, and after thanking Lcwis 
Atherihata for fo feafonablc an interview, he promifed him 
another meeting as foon as the enemy (lioujd Le repulfed.
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their behaviour; and fo entirely difarmed Fronte- 
nac of all reientment towards himfelf, that that 
governor refolved to truft and eraploy him, more 
than ever. W hile Frontenac was preparing to re- 
turn to Quebec, an officer from thencc brought 
him two letters trom Prevot, who commanded 
there during the governor’s abfence. The firftj 
dated the fif'th, gave him advice, that he had bcen 
informed by an Abenaquis, of thirty ihips having 
left Bofton, in order to befiege Qucbec. The fc- 
cond letter gave advice of twenty-four Engliffi 
ihips, fome of which were large, having appeared 
off Tadouflac. Upon this alarming account Fron
tenac and Champigny immediately embarked on 
board a fmall veílel for Qucbec; and foon after 
another couricr carne from Perrot, with advice 
that two French ladics had been taken by a íleet 
o f thirty-four fail, \\ hich, at the time of his writ- 
ing, might be at the iíle of Condrcs or Hazels.

An Engliffi fquadrpn which had appeared off 
Cafco Bay, did not come time cnough to prevent 
its falling into the hands of the French ; upon 
which they failed to Port Roya!, which furrendered 
upon terms. Notwithftanding which, Phipps car- 
ried off with him Manneval, a ferjeant, and thirty- 
cight foldiers; and he obliged the inhabitants to 
take an oatli of fidelity to king William and queen 
Mary, and that he had left his firft ferjeant to com- 
mand Port Royal, appointing fix of the principal 
inhabitants to be of his council for adminiftering

juftice.
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juftice. From Port Royal, Phipps failed to Che- 
dabouétou, where he fummoned Montorgeuil to 
furrender it. Though that officer had no more 
than fourteen men in garrifon, he made ío brave 
a defence, that Phipps was obliged ro fet fire to 
the place before he would liften to a capitulation, 
which was at laft granted him upon honourable 
terms; and he and his garrifon wcre conduéted 

in fafety to Placentia.
The chevalier De Villcbon was now arrived fiom 

France to take upon him the command of Aca- 
dia, and had a narrow efeape from being taken 
by two Eng'iffi pirates, whom he in vain attemp- 
ted to furprife, and who fell upon Port Royal, 
where thcy ave faid to have been guilty of gvcat 
cruclties. This commander afterwards returning 
to France undertook to drive the Engliffi out of 
Cañada with the affiftance only of the Abenaquais 
and other favages in alliance with his nation.
_The propofal had too great a ffiew of probabi-
lity as it feems in the eyes ot the french court to be 
reje&cd, and lie returned to Qucbec in July 1691, 
with all the power and enequragement he could 

defire.
The expedition which the Engliffi had con- 

certed at this tinte againft Quebec, muft certain- 
ly have fucceeded, even betorc Frontenac could 
have been informed of their defigns, had not the 
weather proved extremely unfavourablc as it was.
_The firft thing the French governor did, when

he
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he was convinced of the dangcr, was to fend the 
commandant o f Trois Rivieres with orders to 
Callicres to come to Quebcc diredtly with all the 
forcé he could raife. Frontenac entering the 
city in Oétober, found all thlngs well difpofed 
for its defence. He heard, at the famc time, that 
the Englifh were advanced as far as the Ifle of 
Orleans; and iflued his orders that the command- 
ers of the militia on that fule of the country íhould 
not ftir from thclr polis till the cncmy had made 
good their landing. —  He toolc proper precautions 
that the coaíl íhould be well guarded, and his or
ders were fo well obeyed, that the Englifh at 
this time could not even fend a boat on íhorc. 
Noticc was given on all hands to prevent any of 
the íhipping which might arrive from being fur- 
prifed; batteries were erefted on the fhorc, and 
cvery thing done which might contribute to the 
defence of the place. At lcngth the Englifh fleets 
appcared, cónfifting of thirty-four fail, and hav- 
ing on board about three thoufand land torces. 
Thcfe coming to an anchor about ten in the 
morning fent a long boat on íhorc with a trumpet 
to the governor, whofe veport when he returned 
was fo very unfavourable to the Englifh that it 
ílruck them with terror and amazement; and 
Phipps, who commanded the expedition, feems 
to have funk, all at once, from the very p»«' 
nade of hopc to the depth of delpair

* Somc time befóte, Phipps had taken prifoncr one Grand- 
ville, a Frcnch oflic«r, who had l-een dilpatchcd by Prevot tq

Tw*
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ing; howevcr, an attack was made, in which the 
Englifh loft about one hundred and fifty men, and 
were obliged to retreat before an inconfiderable 
number of the Frcnch and Canadians.

ohferve the motions of the Englifh, and who, on his examinador!, 
frankly owned what he tliought was the trnth, that Q^cbcc liad 
neither fortifications, troops, ñor a general to deferid it. This 
aceonnt cnconragcd Phipps fo much, that lie boaited he íhould 
lie in the governor of Qnebcc’s palace that very niglit.

Frontenac feeing the long-boat, with the meflenger, who was 
a trumpet, Put off from the üect, fent an officcr, who met liira 
halfway, and muffling his eyes, carried him round all the for
tifications, where the foldiers and iuhabitants purpofcly incrcafed 
the noifes of military hurry all round him, and, at laft, carried 
him to the grcat-hall. He was aftonifhcd, when unblindcd, to 
find himfclf before the govcrnor-gcneral, tlic bifliop, the intcn- 
dant, and a Urge body of oílicers, all of them with looks of de
flanee and refolution. This was fo much the reverfe of what he 
expeded, that he trcmbled when he prefented the mamfefto of 
the Englifh admiral. It rcproachcd the Frcnch and their favages 
with the cruclties which they had committed upon the fubjcds of 
England; demanded all theprifoners that they had íhould be deh- 
xertxl op; that the governor, garrifon, and inhabiunts íhould 
furrender thcmfclvcs at diferetion, and concluded, by giving the 
govcrnor-gcneral only onc hour to conftdcr of his anfwcr.  ̂ This 
fnmrnon being rcad doud, crcated great indignation in the 
Frenchmen, which was rcdoublrd, when the trumpet, pulling 
orna watch, faid he couhl not ílay after fuchan hour.

Some of the Frcnch oílicers then callcd out, that the trumpet 
ought to be treated as belonging to a pírate, who was in arras 
againft his lawful fovcrcign, and who had adetl as a truc pirate, 
by breaking the capitulation he had made at Port Royat with 
Manneval. Frontenac anfwered the trumpet, by rcproaching

In
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In thc aftcrnoon fucceeding this defcat, and the 
da)r after the town was cannonnadcd but with bt- 
tle fuccefs, till the Engliíli, impatient of thc fire * 
from the batteries, drew off, and the foldiers en- 
camped near Beaupre, dcmandcd to be led to a 
clofe cngagement. Accordingly they were drawn 
out in line of battle; but liad not proceeded far 
on their march tovvards Quebcc, betore they were 
attacked by M. St. Helene, a Canadian ofTicer at 
the head of two hundred men. They retreatcd 
before thefe with lofs; but, gaining the íhelter of 
a wood, made a noble ftand, and began a frnart 
fire, in which adion St. Helene was mortally 
vvounded, and the cnemy was rctiring when Frori- 
tenac advanccd with thrcc hundred men, and clairn- 
ed thc honour o f a vidory, which, by this time, 
there was noone left to difpute; for he had come 
too late for the cngagement, and retircd into thc 
city without feeking to renew i t ; while the Eng- 
Jjlh, watching their opportunity, carried ofl all 
the cattle they could find, in order to revidual 

their fleet.

Phipps and thc Englilh, for their rcbcllioi. againft their lawtnl 
fovereign, [meaning king James thc Sccond, who had lately a • 
dicatcd] in whofe right lie faid he actcd. He likewifc men- 
tioned thc affair of Manneval with grcat indignation, and con- 
chtdcd, by faying, tl.at he would give no other anfwer to thc 
infoleut fummon, but by thc niouth of his cannon. He t icn 
ordered the trumpet to be again blindfoldcd, and recondufted to 

the place where he was takcn up.
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*rhe next night the admiral fent on fhore five 
fix pounders, with which the Englilli flattered 
themfelves that they fliould be able to batter the 

' town in brcacli.—  In the mean while the eneiny 
fo advantageoufly difpofed themíelves, that the b -̂ 
fiegers fell into ievcral ambufeades before they 
were obferved ; and though they fought bravely, 
and often repulfed the aflailants, yet thc latter, at 
laft, United all their parties, and made fuch a dread- 

' ful fire, that the Englifh were obliged to fiy, leav- 
ing behind them their cannon, powder, and ball -, 
whilft, on the fide of the French, if we may be- 
lieve their writers, only one ranger was killed, and 
a favage wounded. The Canadians feized the fpoils, 
which they kept, in fpite o f all the attempts of 
thc Engliíh to regain them : and Frontenac pre- 
fented the militia with two pieces o f ordnance 
which themfelves had made prize of, as a rev» ard 
for the valour they had íhewn in the aftion. In 
the mean time, a body of threc thoufand Engliíh 
and Indians had been drawing together, in order 
to attempt the conquefl -of Montreal: but while 
the former were on their march, thc fmall-pox 
brokc out amongft them, which they communicated 
to their favages •, eight hundred o f whom dying of 
the diftemper, the army was immediately broken 

up.
As foon as Phipps rcccivcd the dilagreeable news 

of the army’s feparation, he thought it high time 
to give over all thoughts ot rcducing Quebcc («.a 
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the defence o í w.liieh its gov.ernor had drawn to- 
gether dmoíl all die whole forcé o f thc French 
in America) and accordingly lie entirely defiited írom 
profecuting a plan which had cod, according to 
the molí modérate accounts, the Jives vi above 
hundred Englifiimen.

When Sir William made his retreat, he had not a 
cannon ball le ft; and in his return, he loíl no few- 
er than nine íhips for want o f ¿nariaers to work 
them.— On the whole, this expedirion feems to 
have been ill planned, and worfe cxecuted: na
tural .capíes concurred to fruftrate it, and never 
did Englilh foldiers make a worfe figure than in 
this vain attempt. The uníkilfulnefs o f their pi- 
lots endangered the whole fleet -, o f which only 
four returned to Bofton *. While the French fliip- 
ping, to which Frontenac had lcnt a timely caution, 
concealed thcmfelves in the River Saguenay, till 
their .eneroies were returned home.

"When thefe arrived, they found thcmfelves not 
a little ftraitened for the want o f provifions, and 
the inhabitants of Quebcc were nearly in thc famc 
cafe, on the richeft of whom, however, thc go- 
vernor made fice to quarter the foldiers, who 
received them without murmuring. A  noble in- 
ftance of their patriotifm and zeal for the welfare 
o f their country.

* Sevcral of them went in purfuit of fuch French veflels **
wcrc cruifmg*on the banks of Ncwfoundland.
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It was fomc time after this expedition, in the 
year 1691, that deputies arrived from the Agniers 
(who were in arms againft the French) to beg a 
peace as thcy faid, and a piece of ground in the 
neighbourhood of the falls o f St. Lewis. Thefe 
Indians informed the government that one thou- 
fiind Iroquois were on thc point of entering fsew 
France near Trois Rivieres.— This body appeared 
in the May following, at a little diftance from 
Montrcal, wliere they began hoftilities, and after- 
wards difpcrfed thcmfelves in diíferent parties, from 
Rcpentigny as far as the liles of Richelieu.— Vau- 
dreuil at the liead of above a hundred foldiers fur- 
prized fifteen of the favages, who took Arelter in 
a lone houfe, from wlience they made a vigorous 
defence-, and Bienville, a French officer of note,, 
loíl his life in the aftion. A t lcngtli, Vaudreuil 
fet fire to the building and the whole party was 
deílroyed, either by the llames, or the fwords of 
their enemies*.

T he Iroquois at this time had poded themfclvc 
on the Outawas River, where they propole- .3

• Amongft thc ofliccrs who diflinjguUfattl thém'fe’ 4 tO
occafion, was thc chcvalicr De Crifafy, who, w 
thc inarquis of thc famc ñame, was a Sicilian, an n-es on this
fucccfsfully endeavoured to raifc a rcbellion ' -th h¡« htother
thc kiug of Spain, in favoúr of thc F J who, having un-
obligcd ta dy to his protetfion but' ,n M»t íflan'd, againit
ward for their treafons, than cach o1- fCnd> king, tliey were
where they behaved with grcat c ( ^  c them no other rc- 
wlioíc interdi they cfpoufed. 3 c°">pany Cañada,

T and fidehty t0 the p,ínce

it. 11 z
murder



4* 4 B R I T I S H  E M P I R E

murder all the French pafiing and repafllng on the 
road to Michillimakinac*, and thcn to fall upon 
the back fettlements •, but, perceiving their defigns 
difcovered, and perhaps fearing for their own coun- 
try, they broke up their camp without being attack- 
ed j whilft, in the fpring, two French officers found 
means to pafs through the very midft of the Iro- 
quois in arms, and brought to Michillimakinac 
the account o f the Engliíh mifearriage before Que- 
bec.

In the fummer a plan was laid for retaking 
Port Nelfon upon Hudfon’s Bay from the Engliíh; 
but it carne to nothing, and the commander of

* The Onnondagan cantón, on prctence of deplopng the death 
c f  St. Hclene, fon to Le Moyne, whofe family thcy had adopt- 
ed, fent a belt of wampum, together with two female-moun- 
taineers, who had becn for fomc time prifoners in their cantón. 
Thofe women were intrufted with two bclts of wampum, onc of 
which they were fecretly to give to one of the principal inhabi- 
tants of the villagcs of the mountain, and the other to Lewis 
Atherihata, who was godfon to bis molí chrillian majefty, and 
was the principal inhabitnnt of the Fall of St. Lewis. The 
intention of thofe bclts was to invite them to rctum, with as 
many of their friends and relations as they covld bring with 
them, to their mother-country, that they might avoid being in-i 
volved in the general maífacre which was intended againft all the 
French. The bclts were accordingly delivered ¡ but the favages, 
to whom they were intrulled, carried them dircclly to the 
governor of Montreal, to whom they alfo fwore an inviolable 
fidelity.— And it was from the Information of tliefe Indinas 
and the two women that the French were timely ppt upan their

" the

the intended expedition changcd his defign to that 
o f dearing the River St. Laurence of the Engliíh 
privatcers which infefted it.

A t the iníligation of Phipps a new armament 
was raifed in order to make attempts upon the 
French in Cañada, and five hundred men were aífem- 
bled in the province o f New York in order to at- 
tack Montreal, while the French commandant 
afíembled his men in Magdalen’s Meadow, and 
reinforced Fort Chambly, which he underftood 
the Engliíh intended to attack. Some fmart ren- 
counters enfued near that place, in which the French 
loft M. St. Cyrquc, and many of their foldiers. 
A t length, howevcr, the Englihi and their Indians 
were conftrained to retreat, leaving their enemies, 
for the prefent, at liberty to get in their harveft 
but thefe were foon after interrupted by large bo- 
dies of the Iroquois, and obliged to mingle war 
with their induftry. Ourecoharé was the great- 
cíl chief among the French Indians, and he did 
them fignal fervice in repulfing thofe favages, who 
would otherwife have made great havock among

them *.
The chevalier Villebon now arrived, and liav- 

¡ng been nominated governor of Acadia, he fet out

•  He foon after paid a vifit to Frontenac at Quebcc, where 
he was fo cordially received, that he declarcd, though many In- 
dian nations offered to chufe him for their chief, he was refolved 
to refufe them all and fpend the rcmainder of his days in Üie 

fenice (as he faid) of his father Ononthio.

on
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On an expedición to Port Royale, wliere we are? 
told that he foünd the Engliíh flag ílill flying» 
but no garrifon. He ordered it im'mediately to be 
taken down and Frencli colours hoifted in its place; 
;{fter which he once more took formal pofleflibn 
for his countrymen *.

Frcqucnt rencounters between the Engliíh, the 
Iroquois, the French, and their Indians filled up 
the remainder o f this year. In 1692, Callieres 
áífembled a body o f troóps with intent to march 
them to the Peninlula, where the Outawas River 
joins that o f St. Laureiice, and D ’Orvilliers was ap- 
pointed to command them; but meetingwith an acci- 
denc on his road, he returned to Montreal. One 
Bcaucourt fucceeded him in the command, and 
marched his men to the lile o f I aniatha, where 
he atracked, and routed feveral ftraggling partios 
o f Indians ; but at length, fearing he might fall in 
with fome larger bodies, he returned to Montreal, 
from whence Frontenac difpatchcd Michel at tlie- 
hcad o f fome French and thirty favages, who fomo
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•  One Des Gotitins, who afled as his commiíTary, took this 
opportunity of informíng the aflémbly, that, when the place 
was taken by Phipps, he had buried onc tlioufand three hundred 
livres in accrfain lpot, which being scCofdingly dug, the monty 
which bclonged to the king was foutid, and faithfnlly applicd 
by the oíhcer to tlic fervicc of the public ; an att of inregrity, the 
remembrance of which aftcrivards procurcd his acquittal witliout 
tríal, when a charge of malverfation was bronght againll him.

time
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time after fcll intp an ambufeade, and was taken .pri'» 
foncr by the favages*. Whilft thefc things were paff-. 
ing in the month of Auguft, Frontenac put him-» 
felf at the head of three hundred men, in order to 
protea thofe who were gathering in the harvell; and 
near Montreal he found two hundred Outawas, to 
whom he propofed an expedition againft the Iro- 
quois; but the lavages deblincd the offer. About 
this -time the chcvalier d’F.au arrived in Cañada.

Intelligence now arriving, that the Engliíh un- 
der Sir William Phipps were about to attack New 
France, a fquadron of íhips was detached to Spaniíh

«> w iicn Michel carne to a place called the Carrying-place o f 
the Cats, he faw two Iroquois fcouts, and a great yiumber of 
canoes in the water; upon wlúcb he returned pgain to JVlojjt» 
real, where fixty i'tcncli favages three days after arrived ivitl» 
their cargocs of furs, having difpofed of them, demanded 
nn efeort back to a certain place, where thcy were to fepa- 
ratc. Michel oft'ored to accompany them, áhd an efeort, con- 
fifting ot thirty men, was accordingly appointed. When tlicy 
arrived at the Long Fall on the Uivcr St. Laurencc, where 
thcy niet with a carrying-placc, thcy rcccived a fmárt difeharge 
of mufquctry, without pcccciving from >vbom it canje, which 
made all the favages difappcar, and killcd and w.ounded a great 
many of the French; upon which the Indians rulhing frpiu their 
ambufeade, fcll with the utmoíl fury upe» tiic few íurvivors. 
Michel, La Gcmcrayc, and the Ilcrtcls, tw;o oifigns, who 
were brothers, defended themiélyc? with great valour, and 
would have fought their wjy tlyough the Iroquois, had they 
not been abandoned by their own aUies, by uhich.mesmsi Micbid, 
and the two licitéis, svere piií'pjuers; but (¿cmerrye and
fome foldiers efeaped to Montreal.

Bay,



Bay, under the command o f Du PalaSs, V/íio 
fent a ve fiel to look into the River St. Laurcnce, 
which being difabled by ítrefs o f weather never 
returned: and, in confequence, the French com- 
mander remained idle there, at a time when he 
might have interceptcd the fleet of his enemies.

The French governor o f Placentia having re- 
ceived advice on the fourteenth of September that 
a fquadron was anchored witliin five miles o f that 
place, the barón La Hontan was diipatchcd with 
about fixty men, to poli himfelf where the Engliíh 
were moíl likely to land ; who, on the feventeenth, 
manned their boats for that purpofe, but difeover- 
ing the enemy, made a feint, and went on íliorc at 
another place •, while M. Brouillan erected batteries, 
and ordered a boom to be drawn acrofs the har-

boür*.

* About noon that farae day the governor difeovered a boat 
with a flag of trace; and, a i'crjeant was fent out, who brought 
the officcr that carricd it blindfold into the fort; where lie inform
ad the governor that he carne from Mr. Williams, who was the 
Engliíh commodore, with his complimcnts, and to beg he would 
fend an ofiieer on board his lhip, to whorn he would explain lus 
intentions, and treat with him concerning the reléale of ccrtain 
French feamen, who were prifoners on board the Engliíh fleet. 
The governor agrecd to this requeft, and fent La Hontan, and 
another officcr, one PaJlour, to confer with the commodore; 
and, in the mean while the perfon, who carried the flag of 
truce fummoned the governor, in the ñames of king William 
and queen Mary, to furrender the place, and all tliat the French 
had in the bay, which was refufed in refolute terms.
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The Engliíh fquadron the next day found that 
they had no lefs than three forts to attack. They 
however at firlt began a very briík cannonade; 
but about the evening of the nineteenth, they 
were obliged to draw off, the examplc having 
firít been fet them by the commodore; and the ex- 
pedition ended in falling upon Point Vertí, where 
they burned many of the dwellings of the mha-

bitants. . .
Both nations were gvñley of capital errors m

their conduét, with regard to the aflfairs wc have 
here mentioned. —  It was undoubtedly a grand mil- 
take in the French to fuffer their Ihipping to lie 
idle in the Spaniíh Bay at a tinte like this, when 
they ought to have attacked the cnenty: but no- 
thing could equal the raílinefs of the Engliíh, in 
attacking a place, with the rtrength of which they 
were not acquainted, or the precipitancy of their 
retreat, when the French were fo nutch in want ot 
ammunition, that they were even rcduced to their 
lall charge of powder, and are laid to have been 
forced to returntheballs wliich they pickcdupin the 
en<nwement:— butit is fuppofed by fome, that a kind 
of mutinv in the fquadron, obliged the commanders 
to give over their enterprize, and likewife that 
this difturbancc was occafioned by their ill eon- 
duft, of which they gave mauy glaring inüances. 
On the whole, the expedición was far from domg 
honour to the alLilants, who would moft probablv 
lvave fuftered much more feverely, had it npt been 
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for the blunders and mifmanagement of the defen- 
dants.

Notwithftanding this repulfe, Phipps ftill con- 
tinued bent on attacking the French fettlements, 
and direíted bis chief aim towards Qnebec. Mean- 
whilc Villcbon having fortified himfelf in Fort Sr. 
John, waitcd for an opportunity to diílodge the 
Englifh from other parts, from whence an attempt
had bccn made to drive him, but in vain.----- '
Iberville, who had been commiflioned by the court 
of Frailee to expel the Engliíh from l ’ort Nelfon, 
in Hudfon’s Bay, not arriving at Qnebec till the 
eighteenth of Oetober, as it was judged too late 
for him to procecd upon that expedition, he was 
fent to inveft Fort Pemmaquid by land, while 
Bonaventure, who commanded the French fqua- 
dron, was to attack it by fea ; but the latter hav
ing no coafting pilots, declined the enterprize, and 
Iberville, with all his Indians, wasobliged to retire 
without gaining any thing but his labour for lns 
pains *.

Soon after, eight hundred Iroquois dividing them- 
felvcs into two parties on the bordéis of New'

* Iberville, thougb an cxccllcnt ofliccr, hail trufted too nmch 
to furprifing the tbrt; and an Englilh gcntlcman, onc Ncl- 
fon, who was then prlfoner at Qncbcc, had bribed two French 
foldiers, who gave intclligcnce to the Engliíh at Pemmaquid, and 
who wcre therefore on their guaní, whieh had induccd Iberville 
to abandon the undertaking, to the grcat difeontent of the favages, 
who werc with him, and who had fortned great expeélations ot 
takintf and plundering the place.

York,
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York, from whence they feemed to threatcn fome 
terrible blow ; but the vigilance of count Fronte- 
nac, having put the French fettlers on their guard, 
the favages gave over their defigns, and retired dif- 
appointed. In the mean time, the French, whoat- 
tributed thcfe difpofitions to the machinations of 
the Agniers, detachcd a large liody of I’ rcnch ahd 
Agniers, to attack and deílroy their fettlements *. 
They found the Agniers divided into tlircc town- 
íliips, which they attackcd and deftroyed fuccef- 
fively. But in their return, they wcre harrafled by 
a body of Onneyouths, and being much perplexed 
for want of provifions, wcre obligcd to feparate 
into fmall parties, and the íhattered remnant of 
the army arrived in a pitiful condition at Montreal, 
where by this time an alarm was fpread of a de- 
fign of the Engliíh to befiege Qucbec with a powcr- 
ful fleet and army.

By this time Michcl, who had been taken prifo
ner by the Indians, having efeaped from their 
hands, arrived at Qnebec, who intormed the French, 
that the Onnondagans had built a ftrong fort for

* The orders given on this occafion, wei;c not to fparc any 
malc capablc of bearing arms, but to put cvery onc of thein to 
the fword, and to cairy off all the women and children captives, 
to peoplc the French índian fettlements; but their Indian allics, 
notwithftanding they promifed to ohey thefo cruel ¡njunftions, 
obliged the French to lparc a great number of their fcllow favages, 
who were accordingly carricd awav captives.
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the defcncc of their women and children, in cale 
they íhould be attacked as the Agnier cantón had 
been. A report had, before this period, been fpreac, 
Qf  a refolution the Engliíh had taken to raifc ten 
thoufand men, to meet at Bofton, fix thoufand ot 
whom were faid to be deftined againft Quebec ; 
but it now appearcd that, how truc foever the ac- 
counts of thcfe preparations raight be, thofe who 
communicated them had miftaken the place <. 
their deftination; for they were not defigned againft 
the French fettlements on the continent, but againft 
Martinico, which expedition mifcarrying, the Iro- 
quois parties returned, and left the French unmo- 

lefted.
During thefe tranfadions, onc Tarcha, an ln- 

dian chicf, had arrived at Montreal, with propo- 
fals for a pcace from the Onneyouth tribe, to 
which Frontenac liftened, but with caution, de- 
manding deputies from the cantón ; to expedite the 
fending of whom, Tareha was difpatched, pronul- 
ing to return at an appointed time; he accordingly 
carne back, bringing with him a female Indian, 
whofe good offices done to the French prifoners at 
Onneyouth, were the only apology for the haughty 
propofals he delivered from his countrymcn, ' '  lio, 
among other terms, exprcffiy demanded, that the 
governor íliould fend to treat with them in their 
own country, and that under the mediation of the 
Engliíh, a propofal which Frontenac rejeded with 
difdain, and in fpite of the natural própenfity he
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had to recommend himfelf to the favages, could 
not help throwing out fome menaces againft them 
and their countrymcn, which, perhaps, were not 

without their effeds.
Garakonthie, and other Indian chiefs, ftill con- 

tinued faithful to the interefts of the French, who, 
notwithftanding, found themfelvcs, at every op- 
portunity, embarrafled by the Iroquois, who found 
it always more their intereft to trade with the Eng
liíh than with them.— On the whole, though it muft 
be owned that the internal government of the Cana- 
dians was better conduftcd tlian that of the New 
England men ; and though their officers, both 
civil and military, were in general, men of great 
honour and abilities; yet, it is ccrtain, that the 
taxes with which their commerce was loaded, and 
the inconvcnience of the channels through which 
it paffed, overballanced all thefe advantages ; and 
they loft more by the avarice of fome, than they 
gained by the patriotifm of others. The neigh- 
bouring Indians law this defed:, and were not 
backward in taking advantage of i t : —  they drew 
difagrceablc comparifons bctvvecn the aflluence of 
the Engliíh, and the poverty of their enemies. —  
They knew the fweets of trade and reliíhed them : 
they united the viccs of the Europeans with their 
own, and by this monftrous compound, fornied 
among themfelves, charaders entircly unknown to 
any other jieople or climate. On the other hand, 
if the Indians borrowcd from the luxury of their

guefts
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guefts, thefe were notbchind-hand (the F vench efpeci- 
ally) in adopting the fraudfulandbarbarous manncrs 
of their favage neighbours. The cruelties with which 
the Indian wars were carried on, cven l)y the poliíhcd 
nativesof France, were often íhocking tohumanity, 
and fometimes even cxcceded thofe of their American 
friends. —  It were to be wiíhed, for the honour of ' 
our countrymcn in thofe parts, that all charges of 
this kind brought againíl them were groundlefs; 
but though this is not the cafe, yet nothing is 
more certain than that we muft yield ourfelves 
far outdonc by our cnemies in thefe unmanly 
frauds and unchriftian barbarities. It muft be al- 
lowed on all hands, that the North American na- 
tives were, in general, a faithlefs and perfidious 
race, no longer to be depended on than while thcy 
were bribed into friendíhip, or awcd into fubmif- 
f10n;_given to all mannerof exceíTes, and of fuch 
weak heads and bad hearts, that when feafted and 
infiamed with liquor, they aded the part of mad- 
men, deftroying their friends and deareft relations, 
ínfomtieh, that forne of them have been obbged 
to be difpatched to prevent farther mifchief. —  Yct 
thefe people, bad as thcy were, might have been 
rendered more tolerable, had not the Europcans 
in general, and the French in particular, employed 
thofe arts which thcy íhould liave uled to civilize 
them in effeding their own partial purpofes. The 
jefuits who pretended to be moft afliduous in re- 
ducin0- the favages to a l'ocial Jife, feldom fucceedcd, 

°  " becaufe
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becaufe fome of them had prívate ends of their 
own in view, and the others were cnthuíiaftic bi- 
orots, who contented themfclvcs with the out- 
ward forms of the religión which they fought to 
propágate; and while they pretended to recom- 
mend fome particular prívate virtucs fapped the 
foundation of thofe more compreheníivc ones which 
are the baíis of all public ¡>eace, good government, 
and tranquiliity. Ñor were the Engliíh paftors 
vvholly irreproachable on this head :— there are bi- 
gots in all religions. —  A few plain moral rules 
would ccrtainly have been of more ufe to the fa
vages than all that fupcrabundancc of mvftcrics with 
which they were burthened.— The Indians, wild as 
they were, by the fmall light which nature had given 
them, thought thefe people were enílaving their 
underftandings, and imagined their perfons would 
fliare the lame íatc : —  They aded accordingly ; 
and regardlefs of everv other circumftance, fa- 
voured the French or the Engliíh, according as 
their intereft led them; and this generally, for the 
reafons we have given above, induccd the Iroquois 
to take part with the latter.

Frontenac, who was obliged to be perpetually 
diflembling with the favages, had all along fet his 
heart uponrcbuilding the fort of Cataracuoy *, a plan

* All the forcé which Frontenac couhl tnufter np at this time 
did not ainount to above two thoufand men, even including the 
militia and the French favages; fo that he was obliged to act 
with grcat addrcfs in ftill kccping the Indians in awc, and yet

which



xvhich he was refolved to put in execution at all 
events. In the mean time Tome of the Abenaquais 
Indians, under the command of a famous c ic , 
named Taxus, took anEnglüh fort, andearned on 
their ravages, while Phipps was flattenng bis 1*°* 
nle with the hopes of peace, cven to the ver> 
«•ates of Bofton; and this is faid, by fome of the 
French writers, fo much to have exafperatcd the 
fubjeds o f his governmcnt, that thcy rofe aSal 
him, and obHgcd him to retire to fort Pemmaqu

for fafetv. , , c„_
In the latter end of the ycar, Iberville an

figny arrived at the Rivcr St. Thcrefe m two fttp ,

smuftngthcm fo -

C r i T  to°the EngKft), their fleet at Bofton was 

in too bad a condition to undertake a naval c-xpc mon, 

thcy could not aft by land without the f  of
quois. Sir William Phipps, who «tmuned ftiU g ^
New England, could do nothing but by the mcreii P 
of w h J b e  made but a poor ufe. Indeed
of Pemmaquid, fome of the Abcnaqua» had fom.all> ^  ^
themfelves to the crown ot England; but the tn « even
werc not of any great importancc, and n » F ° ba ^
this partial fubmilTton could not have taken place h. * of
vemment of New Franco depended fo much o. th .« ^
thofe favages, as to leave thcm «mprotefted ; and »’ J ^  #
counttymen being ptifoners at Bofton, their ■ 4e
ítrong motive for the fubmiíüon of others. * o ‘  “  ¿ F  n.
condtuft of the two governors, and fo many
tenac ftruggle through to keep up the rcpuution o

jaén in thcíi: remoler paits, t|ie
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the Poli and the Salamander, where they debarked 
the day of their arrival; and, the following night, 
Fort Nelfon, which commands the port of the 
fame ñame, was invefted on the land fule by forty 
Canadians, and, on the twenty-eighth of Oftober, 
the Salamander carne to an anchor a mile above 
the fort, which was a very weak one, built ot 
wood, and garrifoned by only fifty-three men, 
under the command of a trader who never liad 
feen firc. Every thing being difpofed for the fiege, 
the governor was fummoned to furrender the fort; 
and a capitularon was accordingly fettled, by 
which the officcrs were to remain in the fort dur- 
ing the winter, with full fecurity to their perfons 
and effe&s, and, when the feas wcrc open, to be 
carried to France, from whence they might pafs 
over to England. When the French took poflef- 
fion of the fort, they found in it abundance of 
provifion, of which they ftood in great need; and 
had the two French officers arrived fooner before fort 
Nelfon, they would have gotten a great boory m 
Ikins and furs, which had fome weeks before bcen 
fent off to England. The party which made this 
conqueft, was attacked by the feurvy, which cai- 
ried off many of thcm ; but, in June, onc hundred 
and fifty canocs, laden with furs, arrived at I ort 
Nelfon, to which the French gave the ñame of 
Fort Bourbon, as an carneít of the vaft advantage, 
o f the trade thcy were likcly to reap from that 
bav. But as their two íhips were preparing to fail 
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with their cargoes, they were not onlv ftopped by 
the ice ; but, upon a muíter, it was found, that tbc 
crevvs of both were rcduced to one hundred and 
fifteen men, many of whom were unferviceablc 
through fickncfs and other caufes, and the fcurvy 
was daily gaining ground amongft thcm. At lair, 
the feafon permitting thcm to fail, after a moft te- 
dious and dangerous voyage, they returned to 
France, which they reachcd on the ninth of Oftobcr. 
La Ferrct, with a garrifon of fixty-eight Cana- 
dians, and fix favages being left govcrnor of the 
fortrefs they had taken.

The French governor informed his court of all 
that palTed in Cañada ; but they did not fccm fatis- 
ficd with the cautious councils he adopted ; ne- 
vcrthelefs he went on in thofe mcafurcs which 
fecmed beft in his own eyes, paying littlc regard 
to what was faid by fuch as he was convinced did 
not comprehend the extent of his defigns.— AH his 
officers oppofed him in his plan of rc-eítabliíhing 
Fort Cataracuov, but in vain. Arriving at Mon- 
treal in July, he cmployed fevcn hundred men, to 
put it in cxccution, and got it completed withm 
fifteen days; and, foon after, underftanding that a 
large body of Iroquois had appeared in the ficld, 
he took fuch mcafurcs for the defence ot his peo- 
pie, as cntirely difconcerted their defigns. Thcfe 
favages afccrwards marched towards the country of 
the Miamis, with intent cithcr to forcé thcm to 
declare in their favour, or to drive thcm from their

fcttlcments;
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fcttlcments ; but were attacked and defeated by 
their enemies, who were reinforccd by M. Cour- 
tcmanchc and a body ot Canadians; and the 
French entered into a treaty with the favages ot Mi- 
chillimackinac
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* A  Hurón captaíu, onc Le Barón, but onc of thofe Ilurons 
who were irreconciteable to the French, was then at MichilUmac- 
kiluc tvhcre he had prevailed with the Ilurons of that poft n6t 
,o be’ fo forward as the other favages there were u  making war 
acaintl the Iroquois. But all his exhortado,,* were to no purpole, 
notwithftanding which, he aélcd with fuch impenetrable diffimula- 
tiou that when be went with tbc other depudes to compliment the 
trovcrnor-gcncral, wbile he fent bis fon, with thirty wamors, all of 
them devoted to his fcrvicc, to the country of the Tfonnonthou- 
ans. There they concludcd a treaty, in which the Outawas were 
con’,prehended, and which was 1o firmly made that Cadillac, 
cven when it was ditcovcrcd, could not break it, though he found 
ntcaus to delay for fome time the execution of it on the part of the 
Outawas. The favages, cven fuch of thcm as were moft at- 
tachcd to the French inhis diftrift, had often complamcd to hnn 
of the deamefs of the French commoditics, and the necellity they 
were tmdcr, on that aecouut, of trading with the Enghíh. rhouglt 
Cadillac could give them no rclicf on that head, yet he advtfed the 
depunes, who were then going to treat with Frontenae, on ano-

ther account, and of whom Le Barón was onc, to profent lmu 
whh a bclt of wampum, as an indmation that their countrymcu 
expeñed that he would reduce the exorbitant pnce ot tbc French 
merebandifes. But when tbe favages carne into Frontenae s prc- 
fcntc, and prefented their bclt, tbey told him he had his chotee ot 
neace or war; which laft he muft expeil, V they were not-grati
fica in their demande. The govcrnor-gcneral rejefted the bclt wtth 
, u.at hatightincfs, but at the famc time he kncw how to loften bis 
«firta!, by feeming to be fony at tbe ncceffity be was tmdcr of 
ciulliltug hischildren, and endeavouring lo open their eyes to the

N u n í  îr



Sir William Phipps tlying about this period, was 
fucceeded in the governmcnt of New England, as 
\vc have already taken notice in the hiitory of that 
provinoe, by one Stoughton, during whofe admi* 
niftration, many Abcnaquais Indians being taken 
prifoners, and fomc of them murdered at a confe- 
rence, their countrymen took arms, and refolved to 
enter upon opcn hoftilities againíl the Engliíh.

Frontenac had no fooner finiilicd the conftrudtion 
of his fort, when he receivcd exprefs orders i rom 
the court of France, to procecd no farther in his 
defign ; but he had been expeditious cnough to 
prevent its being fruílrated, as he expeéled no lcfs 
than fuch a blow from the malice and envy of his 
encmies. He thought fit, however, to fcnd fome 
account o f the motives which had determined him 
to períift in his refolution; and they were fuch 
as did honour to his genius, and the foundnefs of
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comlucf of the Iroquois, which, he faid, tended to their dcftruc- 
tion, by detaching them from the French, that they might fall a 
more cafy prey to the Engliíh. Le Barón being nrged to tpcak, 
faid he had nothing in charge from his countrymen, but to heai 
tlic íentiments of Ononthio, and to repon them to his principáis. 
But Frontenac gave him to undcríhnd that he was wcll aequainted 
with all his prácticos, and that he neither loved ñor teared him- 
Upon this tlic Outawas, and tlie Nipiílings, interpofed, by fay- 
ing, that they had no concern in any thing Le Barón might have 
done to difpleafc him, and the latter declared, that they were fatis- 
fied to reinain with the governor, till they íhould lee the cvent of 
the war he had thrcatened.

his

his undérftanding in political matters *  ; and in 
the latter end of the year, he communicated a plan 
for deftroying the Engliíh íleet, and taking Bofton, 
which had it been adopted by the French miniftry, 
would, moft probably have taken effetf:; but it 
was rejeéted, on account of the wars in Europc, 
which occafioned them not to be able to turn their 
attention towards thofe which were carrying on by 
their colonies in the weftern world.

* « I was prcffed, faid he, (in his memorial) to attack On- 
“  nondago with all our troops, our inhabitants and allies; and 
« with drums beating; but I did not think fit to comply: Firft, 
4x Bocaufc I had not a forcé fuflicicnt for fuclt an tmdcrtaking; 
« Sccondly, Becaufc, had I followed that advicc, I íhould have 
<1 icpt th‘,s provinoe opeu to the inroads of tlic Engliíh, who 
“  might have attackcd Montrcal on the fide of Chambly ; 1 hiril- 
« ]ŷ  Bccaulc the undertaking itfelf was ridiculous, and coind 
u  ¡uvc endcd only in huming a fcw huts; for tire favages, fup- 
<1 pof.ng them not to have had time to be afiifted by the Engliíh, 
« could have efeaped with their fanjilics inte tlic woods. The cvent 

of M. Demmville’s expedition againft the Tfonnonthouaus fuf- 
“  ficiently juftifies my obfervation, and proves diat the burnmg 
u 011c or two villages never can fccure us from the incurfions of 
«< the favages. The only way to huinblc them is by continuing 
“  to harrals and alarm them hy fmall parties, fo as that they daré 
« not ft¡r abroad, which wc ihall be cnahlcd to do by the rc-efia- 
“  blilhment of Fort Frontenac, (meauing that of Cataracuoy.) 
«« I f  |,¡i¡ inajcAy fliall next year think proper to attack tlic fort of 
“  Pemmaquid, it will give great cncouragement to our favages in 
u thofe parís. It is cvcn to he wifhed, that fuch an expedition 
“  fliould be extended to the bombardment of Bofton and New 
“  Yoik, which, I think, is by no means impracticable, and 
1. uü!.'d, by one blow, efléCtually linifl» the war i» that country.”
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Sir William Phipps dying about this period, was 
fucceeded in the govemmcnt of New England, as 
\vc havc already taken notice in the hiitory of that 
province, by one Stoughton, during whoie adnn- 
niftration, many Abcnaquais Indians being taken 
prifoners, and tome of them murdercd at a confe- 
rcnce, thcir countrymen took arms, and refolved to 
enter upon opcn hoftilitics againft the Engliíh.

Frontenac had no iooner finiíhcd the conllrudlion 
of his fort, whcn he reccivcd exprefs orders fiom 
the court of France, to procecd no farther in his 
defign; but he had been expeditious enough to 
prevent its being fruílrated, as he expeded no lefs 
than fuch a blow from the malice and envy of his 
enemies. He thought fit, however, to fend fome 
account of the motives which had determined him 
to períiíl in his refolution; and they werc fuch 
as did honour to his genius, and the foundnefs of

COüduft of the Iroquois, which, he faid, tended to thcir dcftruc- 
tion, by detaching them from the Frcnch, that they might fall a 
more eafy prey to the Engliíh. Le Barón being tirgcd to fpcak, 
faid he had nothing in charge from his countrymen, but to heai 
tire fentiments of Ononthio, aird to report them to his principáis. 
But Frontenac gave him to underftand that he was wcll acquaintei 
with al) bis pradices, and that lrc neither loved itor feared him. 
Upon this tire Outawas, and tire Nipiflings, interpofed, by fay- 
ing, that they had no concern in any thing Le Barón might ha\ e 
done to dilpleafe him, and the latter declaretl, that they werc fatis* 
ficd to remain with the governor, till they flrould ice tile cvcnt oí 
the war he Jrad ihteatencd.

his
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his underftanding m political matters *  ; and in 
the latter end of the year, he communicated a plan 
for deftroying the Engliíh íleet, and takrng Boílon, 
which had it been adopted by the French miniftry, 
would, raoft probably have taken effétf:; but it 
was rcjedfcd, on account of the wars in Europc, 
which occafioned them uot to be ablc to turn thcir 
attention towards thofe which were carrying on by 
thcir coionios in the weílern world.

* <( 1 prefled, faid he, (in his memorial) to attack On
ix nondago with all our troops, our inhabirants and allies; and 
« withdrums beating; but I did not think ficto comply: Firft, 
« Becaufc I had not a forcé fuflieient for fuch atr tmdcttaking; 
“  Sccoudly, Becaufc, had I followed that advicc, I íhould have 
** left this province opeu to the inroads of tire Engliíh, who 
u might have attackcd Montrcal on the ftdc of Chambly ; fhird- 
« ly, Becaufc the undertaking itfclf was ridieulous, and could 
“  have ended only in buming a few huta; for the favages, fup- 

pofing tirón not to have had time to be affified by the Engliíh, 
« could have efeaped with thcir fanfilics inte the woods. The event 

of M. Deuoitville's expedidor» agairrft the Tfonnontlrouans fuf- 
“  íicicntly juftifics rny obfcrvation, and proves that the buming 
u 01lq or two villages never can fecure us from tire incuiftons of 
“  the favages. The only way to humble tlrcm is by continuing 
“  to harrafs and alarm them by fnrall parties, fo as that they date 
“  not ftir abroad, which we íhall be enablcd to do by the rc-cíla- 
“  bliíhrucnt of Fort Frontenac, (meaning tlrat of Cataracuoy.)

I f  ltU majefty flrall next ycar tlrink proper to attack tire fort of 
“  Pemmaquid, it will give great cncour3gement to our favages in 
u thofe partr. It is cvcn to he wtílrcd, that frrch an expcdition 
u fhould be extended to the bombardnrent of Bofton and New 
“  \oik, which, I think, is by no nrc.ns impracticable, and 
*. rtoi'íd, by onc blow, eflcttually finifli the war ¡a that country.”
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The French having planned out fcveral expedí- 
tions, were employed as utual in endeavouring to 
ioothe and winover thcfavages, whileM. Argenteuil, 
publiíhed at Michillimackinac, where Cadillac then 
Was, a pompous account o f the difpofuíons which 
hís countrymen were making to attack the Engliíh 
and Iroquois, and hoped to have been joined by a 
large body of Outawas; but in this he was difap- 
nobted. In the mean time Frontenac, who, at 
firft, intended to have fallen upon the Onnonda- 
gans in the winter, was prevailed upon to defer 
his undertaking till the fummer feafon. After
many confultations, and fome previous expecUtions 
againft the lavages, the French being joined by their 
allics, on the feventh of July, began their march 
¡nto the countrv of the Onnondagans and Onne- 
youths, which thcy ravaged with firc and fword 
and were proceeding to treat the cantón of Goyo- 
guin in the lame manner, when Frontenac iuddcnly

*  The rage of the French and their favages, in this rasaging 
-expedido.., went fo fav on this occafion, that a venerable Onnon- 
dagan, ahout one hundred years of age, and thcrefo.e una e to 
fly with tlie reft of his countryincn, falling into their han s, « ic> 
niade fonnal preparations to put lúm to death with the moft exenv 
ciating torments, which he eyed with the moft intrepid imiinc- 
rcncc, upbraiding the natives all the while with being ila\cs to t íe 

French, whom he lpoke of with the utmo:, contompt. 
fouie were endeavouring, cither through eompaflion or rage, to 
put an end to his lite ; “  You ought not, l'ays he, to be m uc 
“  bañe to finilh my tonneuts, but give me longcr time to teac 
“  you how to die likc men; t'or my part, I dio contcnted,

“  caul'c 1 can reproach myfelt with tío mcaiuieís. c Jian trcd
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changed his mind, and retreated with his army to 
Montreal, after an expedition, which was produc- 
tive of little honour or profit, eithcr to himfelf or to 
the interefts of his countiymen; for, notwithftand- 
all the terrors of his arms, the Indians, who were 
more exafperated than chaílifcd, carne forth from 
their woods and faftnefles, and attacked the French 
with as much fury as cvcr; and the harveft not 
anfwering the expeftations of the latter, they were 
threatened beíides with an approaching faminc.—

The Engl'rfli made rcílitution to the favages for 
the loíTcs they fuílained by the invafion o f their 
countr)r. The Agnicrs had fent deputies to Quc- 
bec, who behaved in a haughty manner; and 
Frontenac detained two of their countrymen at 
Quebcc, whilft orders were fent to gain the bcíl 
information of what was pafíing at New Y o r k ; 
and in May, the favages of the Highlands offered 
their fervice to the governor at Montreal, but were 
ordered to remain in their own country.

At this time advicc was rcceived, that a fqua- 
dron of lliips was appointed to fail from England, 
to join anothcr at Bofton, in order to attack Cana- 
da, and that Fort Nelfon was again reduced by 
the Engliíh *. The Iroquois, upon this, were 
encouragcd to make irruptions as ufual; ■ -

* In the autumn, four F.ugliíli (hips and a bomb-vcflcl had 
appcared in the ruad; the Engliíh cannonadcd the fort, and had at- 
lemptcd tu land, but were rcpulfed. But after this, the bomb-kctcl»

Ibcrville



Ibervillc was ordered to retake this fort, and ar 
rived at the mouth of Hudfon’s Rivcr, towards the 
end of July, which he took, but his íhip the I e- 
lican, was wrecked at the RiverSt. Thcrefe *.

The chief of the Onneyouths carne at this time 
to Quebcc vvith pacific propofitions, the finccnty o 
which, however, Frontenac foon found occafion to 
fufpecf ; for they appeared much foonerin the hcU 
rhan was expeded, and renewed their inroads.
The Sioux and the Miarais were apprehenfive Ict 
the latter, who had already attacked a French fort, 
íhould join the Iroquois, and at length it was re* 
folved to ufe every means of m aratam ing the poíts 
o f the River Michillimackinac, and St. Jofeph, m 
order to eftabliíh a trade there with the natives.

The French now, being no longer in lear ot an 
attack upon Cañada, were bufied in plotting the 
fubverfion of the Britiíh fettlements ; and the che*

playea whh fo much fucccfc upon the fort, thnt it made a capitula- 
L ; ,  which, according ro the French, was foon afttr vtolated, but
that accoimt is not very probable.

* The tcrnis of this capitulation were : Firft, That >s p 
añil books of 11,o,,Id 1*

«•»« *and all that bclonged to them. Thirdlj, Ihat th > 
trea-cd as wcllas the French thcmfelves. Fourthly, That ) 
be fent dirc&ly to England. And laftly, 1  hat the garrí on 
march our with all the honoiir» of war, without bemg »a * 
Tlie rnrrifon confiiVcd of no more than fifty-two men, o "  1

2 JL « . , w i *
from the Pc'lican when it was wrecked; but had tlu. Une 

capitulation. yalicf

464 B R I T I S H  E M P I R E
Valier Nefmond, had orders to join with ten Ihips, 
the Rochfort fquadrdn, who were to drive the 
Englilb out of Newfoundland, and afterwards to 
attack Bofton, and dcltroy all the Britilli fcttle- 
ments bctween that and Pifcataqua. At the fame 
time Frontenac was cmpowered by the 1 rench 
court, to fubftitutc Vaudreuil in his place, who, in 
that cale, was to be fubjed to the orders of Nef- 
mond; but if Frontenac commanded in perlón,
he was to be independant.

Nefmond did not arrive at Placcntia till towards 
the latter end of July, when a council of war be
ing called, to delibérate whether the íleet Ihould 
fail diredly for Bofion, it was carried in the nega- 
tive. In tlie beginning of Auguft it was refolved 
to rnake a defeent upon St. John’s, which the Eng- 
lifh were bufied in fortifying, with a view, at the 
fame time, of making prizes of thirty-four Engliíh 
veffels; but in this Nefmond was difappointed ; he 
milTed of the ílect, and was obliged to rcturn, 
baflled in all his fehemes, to Oíd Francc *.

a
* The French having taken Fort Pemmaquid, as has been 

mentioned in the Hillory of New England, after lcvelling it 
wirh the ground, Ibervillc and Bonaventurc, who commardcd the 
expedition, efpied an Engliíh újuadron, as they were faÜing out 
of the Rivcr Pcmmaqutd : but the French held fo near the latid, 
tbat the Engliíh ihips dnrft not follow them, and they changed 
their courfc towards the Rivcr St. John, whilc Ibervillc arrived 
on the coaft of Cape Bretón. Hcre lie put all the favages 011 Iho.e, 
cxccpting thrcc, who refufed to leavc hbn, but eould not reach La 
Heve, where others were ready to embark wtrh him for New-
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As thc ifland of Newfoundland was now di* 
vided bctween the Engliíh and the French, K>er- 
vil le, at length, projcdcd the total redu&ion o. 
it, for which purpofe he avrived there on the 
twenty-fourth of Septcmber, before which time, 
Brouillan, the governor, had fet fail with eight 
St. Malo vedéis, to attack Fort St. John ; but

foundland, and where, on thc twclfth oí Anguft.he auchored mihc 
road of Placentia. In the mean time, the Engliíh Íhipí, which 
he had efeaped, feU in with the chcvalier de Villcbon, who was 
rétuming with a company o í favages to his íoit of Naxoat, a. 
made him prifoncr. The Engliíh then continucd their conde to 
Beaubalfin, where one Burgefs, who had an eftatc in thofefRirts, 
prefented the commodorc with a writing, by which thc mhabitants 
o f Beaubaffin, at the time that Acadia was conquered by Su  W ,l- 
liam Phipps, engaged themfelves to be faithful to k.ng \v illiam. 
A t thc famc time, two hundred and fifty Engliíh and a hundred 
and fifty favages werc put on íhore. The commodorc rcccivcd Bur- 
pCfs with great civilitics, and the cliief inhabitants of the place, 
who, though they were Engliíh fuhjefts, liad, in tacl, rcvo.tul to 
thc French, welcomed to íliore tlie commodorc and his chicf oíli- 
cers, who wcrc entertained at Burgefs’a houfe. According to thc 
French acctmnts, the commodore had promifed full protedion to 
the inhabitants, and had ordered the foldiers to takc nothing m 
their quaitcrs without pavmcnt, and to kill no cattlc that werc not 
immcdiatcly ncceffary for their fubfiftancc; notwithftanding which, 
tlicy were guilty of great irrcgularitics. The fqtiadron then pro- 
cecdcd towards ihe Rivcr St. John, where Villcbon, who liad ol  ̂
ta'incd his freedom, by ptoducing a fuflicicnt país, commanding 
again at Naxoat, they wcrc dilcovered by an cníigu of thc ío' ’» 
who was rcconnoitring with thrcc or four foldiers, and w 10, 
efeaping through tire woods, gave Villcbon intclligence of their 
arrival. Whcn thc troops had advanced a littlc way on tlwir 
voyage, they were met by an F.nglilh frigatc of thirty-two gnus, 

' quarrelling
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quarrelling with the Sr. Malo men, he was ob- 
liged to return without being able to carry his de
fian into execution, after having made himfclf 
mafter of Fort Forillon, the commander of which 
he made prifoner, with all his garrifon. At Pla- 
ccntia he had íome diñérenccs with Iber\i 11 c, 
whofe Canadians refufing to obey any other com- 
mands than thofe of that officer, threatcned to 
return to Quebec: however, it was at length 
agreed, that they íhould procecd to attack Fort Sr. 
John in feparate bodies, which they did, and took 
it, after having defeated fcvcral parties of theEng- 
lilh, who were poded to oppofe them. But, all things 
confidercd, this was no conqued to boad of, as 
the fortrefs was poorly defended, and the garrifon 
in want of the very neceflaries of life ; neverthe- 
lefs the French magnified it cxtrcmely, and bc- 
dowed thc highed encomiums 011 their country- 

men’s valour upon this occaíion.

aml two floops ; aml their commander produced an oider for them 

to rctum and attack Fort Naxoat. It was thc fixteenth of 0£to- 
ber, whcn Villcbon, who imsgined the Engliíh by that time liad 

reachcd Bofton, was informcil of their return ; and they beíicged 

hisfott; but were repulfed, and were obligcd to give over their en, 

terprizc, and thc fiege was raifed ; yet VUlebon eould not perfuadj 

{lis favages to purfuc them.

O o o ?  Frefh

I N A M E R I C A. 467



46S b r i t i s h  e m p i r e

• Frcíh difputes arifmg amongft the yiftors con- 
ccrning the manner of fecuring their conquelt, 
a refolutlon was talcen to abandqn it, after ictting 
fireto the fort, and, all the adjacent houfcs, while 
uvo íhips were allowed for carrying the garnion 
o f the placo to England. Brouillan and Du Muy# 
rcturned to Plácentla, whilft Ibervdlc and his Ca- 
nadians carricd on the war till the Englilh o 
all their fcttlements in Newfoundland cxccpting 
thofe of Bonavifta and the illand of Carbomere, 
which wérc too ftrong to be takcn bv the 
cncmy. After this, the French commandcr 
returñcd from this roving expedition to Macen- 
tia, where he long waited for fuccours trom the 
mother-country which never arriyed:— and thus

concluded the enterprize. #
Frontenac, in order to keep the favages in awe, 

kept on foot, all the fpring, a large body of re- 
culars, and ordered his Indian allics to hold them- 
fdves in readinefs to march againft the Iroquois;
but this was never done; and the confequence was, 
that the former were reduced to great ftraits foryvant 
of fubfiftanee, having negledcd their hunting, m or
der to be ready at his ca li; fo that the coJomfts 
were obliged to fupport thcni; and j1' at 111 
time the French court pvohibited the ofhcers, lol- 
diers, travellers, and rangers, from cariymg on 
aay commercc, an order which Frontenac thought 
proper to remonftrate againft, but in vain. °'\ 
cver, he atterwards took meafure» which rendered it

o fas little effea as poffible, as he knew the exe 
cution of it would confiderably leflen b ah  üu 
power and profit.— ■ It was about this per. d mar 
the famous Indian chicf known by the nam ot 
the Black Cauldron, with fevcral of his followers, 
while thcy were treating of a peace, were fet lipón 
and murdered by a party of Algonqums; and foon 
after the French loft their oíd faithful ally Oure- 
couharé; he expired of a pleurify, to the great 
grief of his European aUies, who beftowed the 
"higheft eulogiums on his valour and fidelity.

In Fcbruary, 1698, advice arrived in Cañada, 
that the pcacc of Ryfwick was concluded, which 
Was confirraed, in May, by colonel Schuyler, who 
brought lome French prifoners with him,.and a 
letter from the cari of Bellamont, demandtng the 
releafe of all the Indians as well as Englifh, 
who were detained in Cañada. But Frontenac 
evaded the fending back the former, though he 
confented to the releafe of the latter. In the mean 
time, he availed himfclf of the peace to wm the 
Indians from their Englilh friends: but after the 
dcath of Fronteac, w h i c h  happencdin the feventicth 
year of his age, the Englilh intereft prevailed more 
powcrfully thanbefore among the favages.

He was fucceeded in the government o f New 
France by De Calliercs, a man of good under- 
ftanding and much moderation; while the com- 
mand of Montreal was given to Vaudreuil. The
eovernor of New England had now brought a

clami
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claim againít fome o f the Abenaquais tribcs, as 
if  the Canibas, fettled on Kenebek River, were the 
fubjeds of England. De Callieres had received 
orders to come to no conclufion in this matter, 
till the llmits of North America íhould be fettled; 
but he depended fo much on his Indian friends, 
that he left them to negocíate the matter themfelves 

with the Engliíh *.
The courts o f Francc and England had 

now fent Ietters refpe&ively to De Callieres, and 
the cari of Bellamont. His moft chriftian .majefty s 
carne under cover to the earl, and was by him 
fonvarded to Callieres, who, on the other hand, 
was honoured with the delivery of his Bntanmc 
majeíly’s letter, to the earl. The French governor 
having obtained a duplícate of the orders that no- 
bleman received from his mafter, in which he 
was inftruétcd to difarm the Iroquois, at the fame

* The preliminarics they ¡nfiítcJ upon w itli the Engliíh g ° 'u 
novwere: Firft, That he íhould order all the Engliíh to rct.rc 
o«t of their eouutry. Secoudly, That he was not to prc^n 
they owed any ¿Uegiancc to the Crown of Engl and ? becaufe y
profefled themlllves to be the voluntary and faithful fnbjeéh

were detennined to rcceive orders. rh trd j, 1 otcvcii
be atlibcrty to pe.núc the French, and no other nat.on, 
the Engliíh, to fcttlc upon their landt. Fourthly, ' >
heard, with fome furprife, that the Engliíh governor mt. ni u 
amongft them othet miffionarics than French? they « J  ' 
they never would change their religión? for wluch * e y  were '  

folvedj i f  nccefl’ary, to fight and to dic.
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time that the chief officers in America were ex- 
prcílly forbidden to give them any a (Manee; and rhe 
Frenehman, tlierefore, artfully managed to difperfe 
copies of this letter, among their cantons, foli- 
citing them to live as fubjeéts of his govcrnmcnt. 
Thefe favages, on the contrary, uled all their art 
to preferve their frecdom and independaney of both 
the Engliíh and the French, with each of whom 
they faid they were, however, equally defirous 
of living in peacc and friendíhip,; and the con- 
fequencc was, that neither nation chofe to pro- 
voke them, lell they Íhould declare for the other; 
a wife picce of policy in the Indians, who there- 
by maintained a fuperiority which they could never 
otherwife have hoped for.

On the eighteenth of July, 1700, two deputics 
from Onnondago and Tfonnonthouan had an 
audience of the governor, faying that they had 
powers of deputation from the four upper can
tons, and that the reafon why no deputics carne 
from the Onncyouths and Goyoguins was, that 
they were gone to New England to enquirc why 
Sehuyler had been fent from thencc to diíluadc 
them from going to Montreal, complaining at the 
famc time, that while they depended on the faith 
of treaties, they had been attackcd by the Outa- 
was and other Indian tribes ; and they begged that 
father Bruyas, Maricourt, and Joncairc might be fent 
with them, to whom they promiied to deliver up 
all their French prifoners.

I N  A M E R I C A .  .4 7 1

The



The Frcnch governor rapreffed his toprlfc th«
,hc tlcputics of thc Goyogomr» and the Onne - 
ouths, inftead of Corning along "ith  thcu
Aren, íhould \vait upon theEnglifc governor about 
a point that could requirc no fatther e ^ ta .t .o ” , 
aíccrthe conclulion ofthctreatybcwecnthch.ench
and the Englifh. « e  added that cvhat *ey h d

fufféred ceas owing to themfclves, hatntg at hrl 
attacked the Mi,.mis, and having lo long m M  
V .th  him in the affait of the peace, and that he 
had done .11 he could with his all.ee o prete^ 
hoftilities during the negoctattons. T  . 
forrv fot what had happened, but that, »  prevmt 
A c  like accidenta in time to come, he had ordered al 
his allies to fend their deputiea avtthtn thirty da, s 
to treat; and that if thcy (the Iroquots) atete i . - 
cerclv inclined to peace they would liketvtfe ordo 
deputiea from all theit cantona to be prefent. Th.
t U a c a f e ) a1. t h e w a r k e , t , e s « , o t ^ o v « -

throtvn; thc grcat tree ot peace e ’
rivera cleaned, the toada made lira,t, a n d * « « e j ,  
one then mtght go and return aa 'b o^ h  1 
per. As to the miflionary, and the two «mee

they required, he confentcd to tl^  S(̂ íhould 
with thcm, but upon condmon tlu ) 
bring back with thcm deputies furmíhed u  th fd  

powcrs to condude a durable peace, ‘
their arrival at Montreal, all the Iroquo^ pnfone * 
Ihould fot at liberty; but that lome of the d 
punes there prefent, íhould remam as h o f i j
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with the thrce perfons who were to go along with 
the others. Upon this, four of the deputies offer- 
ed to becomc hoftages; and being acccpted of, 
the reft of the audicnce departed in good hu- 

mour.
When the French ambafladors arrived among 

the Indians, they were received with all demonítra- 
tions of joy : but the fecond day they met in 
council, a young Engliíhman appeared, who told 
thcm, that thc cari of Bellamont defired them 
to be on their guard againft thc praétices of 
thc French, and faid, that his lordlhip expeéted to 
meet thcm within twclvc days at Orange, where 
they íhould be made acquainted with his farther 
pleafure. But thc haughty ftyle of this mcílagc 
was rather dctrimcntal to the Engliíh ; and the 
Frcnch failed not to expatiate on this circumftance, 
and to turn it to their own advantage, whilc Jon- 
caire, who was adopted by the rfonnonthouans, fet 
out for their cantón, and was rcceivcd there with 
the warmeít afleétion *.

•  His Inifincfs was to rcclaim the Frcnch prifoners who were 
there, and whofe liberty was immcdiatcly granted them. What 
followed, ivas fomewhat exaaordinary. Moft, or all, of thofe 
prifoners had bcen adopted likewifc; and thc Ufe of a fa- 
vage was, in their eyes, lo much prctcrablc to that of a Frcnch 
Canadian, that they rcfuled to return to their coumry. This 
cireuniftancc inay be thus accountcd for. Amongft thc 
favage», they enjoyed in tull extent, not only that frccdom, 
which they could not iind under Frcnch govcrnment; but, if they 
were iuduftrious, more abundan ce} bccaulc, what they aequired 

VoL. I. v  P p In
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In the mean time the general council of the Iro- 
quois werc again aflémbled at Onnondago; and the 
young Engliíhman, whom we havc mentioncd, was 
prefent at ir, and was told by the Indians, in their 
phrafe, that they would firft plant the tree of 
peace at Quebcc with their father Ononthio, and 
then repair to Orange, to learn the will of the cari 

o f Bellamont.
The deputies of the cantons retumed to Mon- 

treal, having been joined by Joncaire, with fix 
Tfonnonthouan deputies, and threc French prilon- 
ers. W hüft thefe were on their journey, they 
learned by a Tfonnonthouan from Orange, that. 
the governor of New \  ork had taken lo much 
umbrage at the proceedings of the Iroquois, that 
they had put a» Onneyouth in irons, on a lufpi- 
cion of having killed an Engliíhman, with íeveral 
other alarming circumltances. The Iroquois, by 
their deputies, greatly magnified the civilities they 
had paid to the French ambafiadors, and laid, that 
for the fake of their countrymen, their cantons 
would probably be involved in a war with the Eng- 
liíh. —  Callieres gave thcm till Auguít in the luc- 
cccding ycar, to releafe the prifoners of France

by hunting and fowing was their own, wlthout paying ,axes or 
iinpofts; and the civil and military dutie» antongft the French, 
werc belides more irkfomq and lahorious than ainongll the íat ages. 
Sorae of thofe captivos, therefore, rather than they would fol- 
loiv Joncaire, concealed thcml’elves, whilc othets piainly tü- 
hihi, they would remain with the Indians.
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and her allies, yet remaining in their hands, ex- 
horting them to revenge no prívate quarrcls among 
themlelves, but to refer them all to his particular 
determinaron. The aflcmbly approved of his pro- 
pofals, and a treaty was accordingly agreed

upon *. . .
Callieres, in the mean time, gave all the intelli-

gence he could to Poncihartrain, of the ftate of af- 
fuirs in Cañada, and intimated fuch meafures as he 
thought it would be molí advantagcous for the 
French in thofe parts to purfuc : but as to the cari 
of Bellamont, if we may believe the French writers, 
he behaved, at this period, with fo littlc policy and 
fo much haughtincfs, as contributed very much to 
aliénate the affeftions of the favages from hira.and 
from his government. I f  we may give credit to 
Charlevoix, he propofed to build forts in the can
tons of Agnier, Onneyouth, and Onnondago, and 
cven went fo far, as to demand that the Iroquois 
íhouldhang up all the Jefuit miffionaries who carne

*  The manner in which this treaty was figned, is faid to ltave 
l«cn very particular. Aftcr Callieres and his olliccrs, civil and 
railitarv, with the cccleftaftics, had put their hands to it, cach of 
the favage nations figned it with a particular figure peculiar to 
themfelves. The Onnondagans and Tfonnonthouans, delincated a 
fnider ; the Goyogouins, a calumet, or pipe of peace 5 the On- 
neyouths, a pieee of cleft wood with a ftonc in « ;  «he Agmcrs, 
a b c a r ;  the Hurons, a beaver; the Abcnaqua.s, a k u l ; and 
t k  Ontawas, a haré ; and the treaty was dated the etghdi ot Sep- 

uiubcr, ¿ i  dte ycar 1700-

P p p a among
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among them. A propofal fo íhocking, was, how- 
ever, fo little reliíhed by thofe Indians, that his 
lordíhip was obligcd to drop it, and to fuftain all 
the blame of thc defign without having thc fatis- 
faélion of fceing it put in cxecution.

One Riverin, who had formerly endeavoured to 
eftabliíh a fiihery at Mount Lewis, about this time, 
made a fecond attempt of thc fame naturc, but it 
was dcfeated by thc villainy of thofe he was con- 
nefted with, while the Engliíh faw themfelves 
more fuccefsful in their undertakings of the fame 
□ature, and continued to carry on an advantageous 
fiíhery upon the coaíls of Acadia, in fpite ot all 
thc claims and oppofition of their neighbours *.

* Tt appcars as if thc Frcnch court had grown iiuUffcrent to- 
wards that colony. A  rclation of one Le Bourgnc, in right of 
his prcilcccíTors of that ñame, elaimed thc property of all the pe- 
ninfula of Acadia, reaching frorn cape Les Mines towards L ’Iile 
Verte to thc wcft;and, in confequcncc of thisclaim; theEnglifli, 
notwithftanding the pc3cc, continued ftill to trade upon thc coaft 
of Acadia, on pretcncc of be'mg authorifed by Le Bourgnc, to 
whom they paid fifty crowns for cach fhip. Villebon had indeed 
crcctcd Fort De Naxoat on the Rivcr St. John ; but rccciving 
no aífiftancc from Franee, it was of very little ufe. He continu
ed, howevcr, to makc fuch reprefentations to thc French court, 
that an engineer was fent over, by whofe advicc, ¡n thc ycar 
1700, the inhabitants of Naxoat wcrc tranfportcd to Port Royale, 
No carc, howevcr, being taken to fortify that fcttlcmcnt, or any 
parts of the coafts of Acadia, thc Englilh ftill went on to engrofs 
the fiíhing trade there, and are charged by their cneinies, with thc 
fame praitices which they, on thc contrary, have becn cltarged 
with by thc Engliíh,
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Villebon

Villebon dying, was fuccceded by De Brouillan, 
in the government of Acadia, who found the pro- 
vince in a very poor fituation, thc New England- 
men having ravaged the coafts, and driven the in
habitants into the woods, or thrown them into pri- 
fons, from whence they wcre perpetually fending 
complaints of the ill treatment they rcccived. De 
Calliercs ftill continued to endeavour an unión 
among the Indian nations, and a general peace; 
but fome differenccs arifing betwecn theOutawasand 
the Iroquois, rendered this very difficult; thc latter 
likewife made fome complaints conccrning a fettle- 
ment they found the French were making, be- 
tween Lake Hurón and Lake Erie, called by thc 
French ñame of Detroit, and demanded alfo to 
know, whether there were at that time any likelí- 
hoocl of a war breaking out betwecn Francc 
and England; but, after all, it does not fecm 
that they obtained a fatisfadtory anfwcr to their 
demands. It appeared, howevcr, during this con- 
fcrence, that thc cari of Bcllamont had entertained 
thoughts of building a fort at thc fame place, a 
circumftance which failed not to render the French 
governor extremely obliging to the deputies, whom 
he treated with the greateft refpedt, promifmg 
every thing on his own parí, and that o f his 
countrymcn. — W ith thefe, on their return, thc 
threc former French ambafladors were fent, who 
were not a little furprifed to fee feveral Engliíh-

men >
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roen mingled with the favages who carne to mect

them *. ,
Being condufted into the principal village, thcy

cxhorted the Indians to fend their deputics to the 
general congrefs to treat of peacc ; and thefe an- 
fwered, “  That they would fend five to Montreuil, 
“  and afterwards two to Orange, and that no- 
« thing was more agreeable to them, than to con- 
«. elude a treaty, and live in peace, both with the

“  French and Englilh.”  _
Courtemanche, who with father Anjclran, had 

been fent to Michillimackinac, there found the 
Miamis, the Outagamis, and feveral other nations 
who were going to war with the Iroquois; but 
thefe he appeafed, and perfuaded them to fen 
their deputics to the appointed meeting, as he 
Ükewife did the Mahingans, when he arrived in 
their country, and feveral other of the remoter 
cantons. On the fccond of July, he returned to 
Michillimackinac, wherc his colleague Anjclran 
having fcttled all things, they fet out for Montreal 
with near fcvcn hundred favages; and, where ar- 
riving on the twenty-fecond of the fume month, 
they werc rcceived with great joy by the go\crnoi, 
who took care, howevcr, to found the deputies 
before he invited them to mect in the con^re s,

* Thefe were probably fomc of the rctinuc of an Enghflmian, 
„ho was fent by lord Bellamont, to difluade the favages from re 
paíring to the Augttft congrefs with the Ftcnch.
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which

which was carried on with all the ufual ceremo- 
nies, and in which the Rat was particularly ufeful 
to the Frcnch, but moít unluckily, he was taken 
extremely ill at this juntffure. Howcver, he was fo 
earneft in the caufe, that finding a little temporary 
relief, he fuffered himfelf to be placed in an el- 
bow chair, from whence he harangued the aíTem- 
bly for the laft time, and died foon after the 
breaking up o f the allembly *.

The Iroquois having complained that they were 
diftrefled in the affair o f their prifoners, promifed 
that if the governor would reftore them their coun- 
trymen, he íhould have no reafon to repent his 
confidence. This Callieres laid before the depu- 
ties, and it being agrecd to, he trufted them, and 
had no reafon to repent he did fo, in the fequel.

An epidemieal diftemper having now broken out 
among the favages, the governor haítened the 
concluíion of the treaty as much as políible; 
and it was determnied that it íhould be figncd upon 
the firft of Auguft. For this purpofe, a theatre of

* The French extol this chicf as an ornaracnt to human nature, 
and fuperior in wit even to the Frcnch themfclves. At the time 
of his dcath, he had the rank and pay of a captainin the French 
army, and thcrcf’orc rcceived a noble military functal, at which 
the governor-gencral and all the chicf olliccrs atlifted. Joncairq 
on this occafion covercd him, (that is, made prefents to his nation 
on account of his dcath) at the head of lixty watriors of the fal! 
of St. Lewis. — The infeription upon his tomb-ftone was, “  He¡t 
44 lies the Rat, a Hurón chicf.”

one
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one hundred and twenty-cight fcct long, and fe- 
venty-two broad, was erefted on a plain without 
Montrcal. At the end of this theatre was raifed a 
laro-e box for the ladies, and all the pcople o 
faíhion in that city. De Callieres was attended by 
Vaudreuil, and all his principal officers ; and thn- 
teen hundred favages wcre fcated in order, wit n\ 
the ralis of the theatre, which were furrounded by 
foldiers under arms. The meeting was opened 
with a fpecch nvade by Callieres, upon the bcnehts 
o f peace, and o f their being under the proteChon 
o f their father the great Ononthio ; and his words 
were repeated to the feveral nations by proper ínter- 
m en a, and reccived with the higheft acclama- 
tions. This being finiíhed, each chief received a 
belt of wampúm, and rifing, one after another, 
they marched gravely up in their long fur robes to 
the governor-general, and each prefented him with 
his prifoners, and a belt. Callieres reccived each 
in the moft gracious manner, and configned the 
prifoners, as he received them, to the Iroquois. 
The fincry of the favages, their different manners o 
addrefs, the oddities of their dcvices in their ature, 
and the whimfical ftate they afíumed when they 
fpoke to the governor, formed one of the ftrange 
fecnes imaginable. The treaty of peace was t en 
fiorned by thirty-eight deputies, but w ith ot ter t c 
vfees than thofe they made ufe of when they »gn* 
ed the former treaty. They brought at the ame
time, the great pipe of pcace, out o f whic t ie

governor-

governor-general fmoaked firíl, the intendant after 
him, and then Vaudreuil, and laílly, all their 
chiefs and deputies, each in his turn. Atter this, 
T e  Dcum w as fung, and then the great kcttles 
being produced, in which thirty oxen had been 
boiled, the meat was ferved up to each w-ith 
great order and decorum, and the whole ceremony 
•was concludcd by difeharges ot artillcry, and other 
marks of joy and feítivity.

In the year 1702, the Iroquois fent deputies to 
Callieres, to thank him for having given them 
pcace, and even requeíted him to fend miffionaries 
into their country. Thefe, at the fame time, in. 
formed him of the death of Garakonthic, whofe 
nephew proffered to fupply his kinfman’s place, 
and wras kindly received by the governor, who 
immediately fent fomc Jcfuits among the favages, 
who never tailed to be ufeful to him on thofe oc, 

cafions, in a doublc capacity.
The French government nqw aflured Callieres, 

that Acadia íhould be w'ell peopled and fortified, 
to which therc was now the greater ncceítity, as 
war was by this time declared betwecn France and 
England, Yet it does not fecm that the former 
were fo very follicitous to perform their pronules, 
as in good policy they ought to have been: —  The 
Iroquois faw daily the weaknefs of their new al- 
lies, and according to their ufual cuftom of changa 
ing, renewed their intrigues with the Englilh, 
They were obliged on many accounts to trade with

Voi, 1. Q^q q *
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the Engliíh, and therefore found themfelves more 
and more inclined to join their interefts and come 
into their views, which all the wifdom and good 
management of Callieres, could not effettually 
prevent; and he died in the midft of his prepara- 
tions, to put the colony on a more refpcdablc foot- 
ing, in May 1700, and was, of courfe, fuccceded 
by Vaudreuil, who was then governor of Mont- 
real, till the king’s pleafure íhould be known, and 
who in the end, coniirmcd him in his command, 
to the univerfal fatisfaítion of the Canadians, in 
Champigny, the late intendant having returned to

France.
The new governor took all imaginable precau- 

tions to conciliate the affedtions of the Indians, 
and he began, by endeavouring to make fure ot 
the Tfonnohtbouans, who, if we may believe the 
French writers, made a formal ceffion of their 
country to them ; but cither this was not truc, or 
elle it was only done by the Indians to ferve their 
prefent purpofes, though it was often aftcrwards 
infifted upon by their allies in a very ftrenuous 
manner, —  and was, perhaps, often urged, meielv 
to lengthen out difputes bctween the two nations, 
which nothing but the conque íl and ccíhon of Ca 
nada in our favour could have been lufficient to put 

an end to.—
Many fkirmiíhes happened at this time betwccn 

the people of Bofton and the Abenaquais Indians,
a pfcrty of whom the French had engaged in their

1 ferviee,
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ferviee, and who, after having made feveral dc- 
predations upon the New England fettlers, were, 
at lcngth, vifited by thcm in their turn, and oblig
ad to°apply to Vaudreuil to fend De Rouvilíe to 
afiift thcm, who is faid to have killed and taken
prifoners a number of the enemy.

But by this time, the Hurons of Michillunacki* 
nac, headed by a chief, nick-named Forty-Pence, 
who was a great favourer of the Englifli, who 
went to vilit Detroit, began to make fome difpofi- 
tions, which gave Vaudreuil üneáfinefs. The 
Outawas and Miamis likewife murmured, becaufe 
thcy wanted to rencw the war againft the Iroquois, 
whom they attacked under the very cannon of
Cataracuoy. ------  lo  mean time the Lng-
liíh had callcd a general afiembly of the Iro- 
quois at Onnondago, where thcfe points wcre agrced 
upon : Firft, That the cantons íhould banilh all 
the mifiionaries. SecontUy, I hat the Abenaquais 
íliould be obliged to difeontinue their hoílilities. 
Thirdly, That the Mahingans, who had for fome 
time been fettlcd in the country of the Agnicis, 
íliould be obliged to return to their former habita- 
tions ncar Orange. And, iourthly, That a freo 
paflage íhould be given through their cantons for 
the upper favages to trade with the Engliíh. And, 
befides this, Detroit Fort fet on fire by fome of the 
favages in the neighbourhood, whilft others rc- 
paired to New York, and were afterwards prefent 
at the aílembly, held at Orange, whither Vau- 

Q_q q 2 drcuil
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dreuil having perfuaded the Tfonnonthouans and 
Onnondagans, to fend their deputies, " h o  " C1 
in the French intercft, and who introduced the Barón 
De Longrieve, brother of Maricourt there, and Jon* 
caire, and father Vaillant, were admitted alio, not- 
withftanding all that charter could do to hmdcr 
them.- The evcnt was, that the aíícmbly broke
up without coming to any refolution.

Some of the Abenaquais tribes being furrounded 
bv the Engliíh, and in danger of peníhmg, ac- 
ceptedof apropofal of theFrench, ;o fcttlc them 
on the River Bekancourt, where they fcrvct. as a 
tarrier agamí. the lroquois, whom, notwithftand- 
;n¡r Vaudrcuil found himfclf obligad to ufe every 
nvethod in his power, to keep in good humour, 
and to this end, fome diffcrcnccs between them 
and the Outawas foon after contributed *.

The Engliíh in 1704, undertook an expeditton 
againíl Fort Royale, in which they met with a re- 
pulfe, chiefly occafioned by their own m.fmanage-

* The chicf of the Outawas party, w^lth 'lad nU:v kL'1 'he 
IronúoiTumlcr Fort Cauracuoy, in Ws reu.m to his own count^  

r r  ro n  Detroit, where he difplayed the troph.es of h»

U fta* « i  f"— 1 * * •  ° ““ “ f C £ T c - ¿1 'onti, who commandcd there in the ahfu.ee t ^

1 *. .0 « f a t e  dtb p *  Wblt, f
n.en to attack the barbanans, who, thougb «1 ^  ¿
their countrynjen at Detroit, were put to g * • . ]j_
Icave behind them all their prifonen, who were imn.co 7 
l i d  back to the Tfonnonthouans. A  eiraunftance which d.d 

grcat férrico at that time to tire French interefb in Cañada. ^
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ment and the diffcrences which unhappily fubfifted 
between their land and fea-officcrs. The troops 
they landed, after having fallen into feveral ambuf- 
cades, and being repeatedly obliged to retreat, re- 
embarked on the tweñty-firft of July, with about 
fifty prifoners. De Brouill dying, was now fuc- 
ceetled by M. Subercafe, a good officer, who had 
formerly done much mifchief to the E ngliíh; and 
who improved as much as poílible the friendíhip 
o f the Abenaquais Indians. — At lcngth, howeve., 
the N ew England governor planncd out an expe- 
dition for the total expulfion of the French from 
Cañada, in which two regiments of militia, under 
the command of colonel March, were employcd. 
Subercafe had placed fiftecn men in a watch tower, 
which commanded the narrow entrancc of the ba- 
fon of Fort Royale, who retreated to the forts, 
and alarmed the garrifon on the approach of the 
Engliíh, who immediatcly after carne to an an
chor within half a leaguc of the place. But their 
forces being landed, fcll into ambufeades in the 
vvoods, which greatly diíhcartencd them; a con
voy of fix hundred men with Uve dock were alio 
defeated, and forccd to retire to their camp. All 
this while the fort had bcen put in fo good a pot- 
ture of defence, that an attcmpt the Engliíh made 
to ítorm it mifearried; and though they com- 
plctely invefted the place, the íhcw of defence 
which the governor made, ílruck them with fuch 
a terror, that every ílep they advanccd, they cx~

peded
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pedted fome hidden mine would be fprung to de- 
Itroy thcm. The panic fpread from man to man, 
and after having in vain cndeavourcd to deftroy 
fome French vefl'els under the cannoa of the fort, 
they rc-embarkcd, and on their return to Bofton, 
were but ill received by the inhabitants there, who 
thought themfclves Aire of the redu&ion of the 
place, and threw much blame upon colonel March, 
Xvhom the governor and council howevcr acquitted 
from any chargc of mifbehaviour, and aftcrwards 
Confirming him in his command, rcinforced him 
with about fix hundred men, with orders to renew 
his attempt upon Port Royale. He did fo, but 
with as little fuccefs as formcrly ; and after falling, 
as before, into the ambufeades of the enem3r, werc 
forccd to abandon the enterprize, and re-embark 
with precipitation, after having narrowly efeaped 
being attacked in their very trenches by the 

enemy.
Meanwhile one Le Grange having taken an 

Engliíh veflel at Bonavifta in Ncwfoundland, 
(though he was aftenvards himfelf mude prifoner 
by the Engliíh) his fuccefs, and fome other cir- 
cumAances, encouraged M . Subercafe to refume 
¡che* oíd plan of driving the Engliíh from all their 
fettlemcnts in thofe parts.— L ’Épinay, commandcr 
p f  the W afp, had orders to take a hundred Cana- 
dians on board, and to carry them to Placentia, 
under the command of twelve officers, among 
whom was M. De Montigny: and in 1705, Su

bercafe
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bercafc, fet out from Placentia with four hun
dred and fifty men, and marchcd to Little Har- 
bour, an Engliíh port, within nine miles of 

St. John’s ; and being arrived there, attacked the 
ftrongeft forts there, but were repulfed, and failed 
in their attempt, and were contented with ravaging 
the Engliíh fettlemcnts ; after this they deftroyed 
Forillon, and made all the inhabitants prifoners, 
and from thcnce fpread their depredations all over 
the coafts as far as Bonavifta, to the grcat detri- 
ment o f the Engliíh fettlers in thofe parts.

The Tfonnonthouans were now inftigated by 
Schuyler, the governor of New Orange, to de- 
mand a reparation for their deed, notwithftanding 
they had recovered their prifoners from the Outa- 
was, who in their turn werc clamorous for w a r; 
and it required the greateft exertion o f VaudreuiPs 
abiliries, to bring about a reconciliation between 
thcm, which, howevcr, he at laft effcéted, and 
fent home their deputies, who met at Montreal, 
to all appcarnnce, in tranquillity and pcace.

But now freíh difturbances brokc out between 
the Miamis and the Outawas, a party of the for- 
mer having killed the latter, for whofe death they 
refufed to give any fatisfaétion. Cadillac was ap- 
plied to in this matter, who foon after having oc- 
cafion to go to Quebec, told the Outawas at part- 
ing, that as long as his wife íliould rcmain at De
troit they nced fear nothing. The confequence of 
which w as; that when, about two months after,

íhc



íhe departcd, the favages concluded that their de- 
ftrudtion was determined upon, in rcturn for thc 
hoftilities they had committcd againft thc Iroquois. 
Several circumftances concurrcd to confirm them in 
their fufpicions, and being cngaged by Cadillac 9 
lieutenant, togethcr with the Hurons, the Miamis, 
and the Iroquois, to go on un expedition againft 
theSioux; though they appeared to confent, yct 
they thought there was a plan laid by thc latter to 
dcftroy them on their niarch. And in confequcncc, 
they afl'embled, in all appearance, to begin their 
route, but foon turning back, fell upon the Mia
mis, and put five of them to death, (though with- 
out intent to do any violcnce to the Frcnch. But 
the remains of the Miamis taking íhelter in thc 
fort, which immediatcly fired upon them, two 
Frenchmen, (the one a Rccolleft) fell in the en- 
gagement. On this the fort íhut its gatcs, and 
thirty of thc Outawas wcrc killed on thc fpot; 
whilc the reft rctired to their fcttlemcnts.

This afluir greatly perplexed Vaudreuil, and the 
more fo, as the Iroquois declared thcmfelvcs ready 
to make vvar upon the Outawas, and rcquired him 
to withdraw his proteftion from them. But m 
June, 1707, a deputation carne condufted b) 
John thc White, who had becn vcry bufy m the 
affair of Detroit, and made an apology for what 
had pafled. Vaudreuil referrcd them to Cadillac, 
by whom he faid he would fignity his pleafure, and

commandeo
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eommandcd them in every thing to obey his injunc- 
tions.

This ofTicer demanded I’cfant, who was the 
autlior of thc malhiere ; and he accordingly was put 
into his hands, but whom he, perhaps, fomewhat 
irtjudicioufly pardoned, at the requeft o f his coun- 
trymen, who interceded for him on their knees. 
The Miamis dilappointed in their revenge, re- 
proached Cadillac with thc breach of ptomife, 
Cadillac had recalled the milfionary Aveneau from 
their fettlement, on the River St. Jofeph, about 
one hundred leagues from Detroit, not chufing 
that a Jefuit íhould haye fo much influence with 
fo diftant a nation. After this, thefe Indians wcre 
loud in dcmanding juftice upon Pefant; and, at 
length, not fiqding thcmfelvcs regarded, they kill
ed threc Frenchmen, and committcd feveral depre- 
dations about Detroit, for which Cadillac was pre- 
paring to take revenge upon them, when he wras inti- 
midated from his purpofe, by receiving advice that 
fome of the Hurons and Iroquois had joined in a con- 
fpiracy to malhiere all thc Frcnch in that neigh- 
bourhood ; on which he thought proper to conclude 
a peace with the Indians, who, on their part, ob- 
ferved it fo ill, that the Frcnch commander was 
obliged to put himfelf at the head of a large 
party of men, and forcé them to fue for peace, 
which wras granted, and the miflionnries fent back 
along with them, in order to reconcile them more 
eífedtually to the Frcnch interefts.

V o l . I. R r r  WJúla
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Indians, who were madc profelytes to the catho 
lie religión) were rather the worfe than the better 
for their converfion, and committed more cruel- 
ties than even the hcathen favages themfelves. —  
On the whole, it mny not be amil's to obierve, that 
religious opinions (rnerely as fuch) feldom opérate 
fo ftrongly on mens rninds as to influence their 
conduét in life, unlefs, when the moral virtues 
are properly enforced both by precept and ex- 
ample; a point in which it is more than probable 
that the miffionaries were remifs, as they attended 
more to the myíleries and ceremonials ot religión 
than to thofe eíTentials, which alone coukl con
duce to amend the heart, and to cnlightcn the un- 
derftanding.

The French, whoalways perceived the import- 
ance of Newfoundland, were now put in poflef» 
íion of its beíts forts, by an adventurer of the 
ñame of St. Ovidc, a lieutenant óf Placentia, and 
kinfman to Brouillan, who, with about one hun- 
dred and fifty men took and demoliíhed Sr. 
John’s * ; and immediately difpatched an account
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* Thcv arrived on the laft of Decembcr, within five Icagues 
of St. John’s, tvithout beipg difeovered; and the commandant 
advancing within three hundí ed feet of the fitft pallifadc he "as 
to attack, though fomc (liot were fired at him, pudiing forward, 
he entered by the gate which had been left open, and calling out 
Vive le Roy! the Engliíh were fo much difpirited, that he and his 
friends had time to fix their fcaling ladders to the main body of 
the place; which they mounted, and became mafters ot, altei a 
very faint rcfiílance on the part of the Engliíh, who bcgged for

to

to Coftebclle (who had lent him a party o f men) 
o f  his good fucccfs; in confequence of which, to 
his no great fatisfaélion, he received orders to dif* 
mantlc the forts and return to Europe.

Vaudreuil» before the news of this fuccefs of 
St. Ovide arrived, had been repeatedly alarmed by 
accounts of the vaft preparations which the Eng- 
lifh were faid to be making againft Cañada ; and 
this proved no vain furmife; for there wás foon 
a certainty that two thoufand Engliíh and as many 
Indians were deftined to attack Montreal, their 
rendezvous being fixed at Chicot, about fix miles 
from Lake Champlain; from whencc they were 
to fall downin boats to Lake Chambly; and fome 
time after Vaudreuil, when he found they were 
upon their march, detached Ramezay, who had 
before offered his fcrvice for that purpofe with 
one thoufand four hundred militia and one hun- 
dred reguláis to meet them. After this party had

quarter; fo that in lefs than half anhour the Engliíh govemor of 
Fort William being wounded they took poílcílion of both forts. 
This was the more extraordinary, as one of them mounted 
eighteen pieccs of cannon and four mortars, bcíidcs other artillen, 
and had a garrifon of one hundred men under a good oílicer. In 
the other fort were íix hundred inhabitants; but according to the 
French accounts, tltcy could not forcé open tire door ot a iub- 
tcrrancous paffage, which communicatcd with the firft fort, time 
cnough to come to the affiftancc of the garrifon there. A  third 
fbrtrcfs, which was likewife wcll provided with artillery, and a. 
garrifon lying on the other fide of tlic harbour, furrendered upou 

betng fuinmoncd.
marched
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marched forty lcagues in thrcc days, the favages 
upon fome falfe reports rcfufed to advance any 
farther. —  Ramezay would ftill have proceeded, but 
that he feared to be abandoned by his own officers, 
and therefore reluftantly rctreated. Retiring, he 
reccivcd ihtelligence that above two thoufand men 
had been detached by the Englilh to build a fort 
at the extremity of Lakc Sacrament, and that hx 
hundred of them and their allies had been lent to 
take poli at Lake Champlain, whither Vaudreuil 
repaired with a large botly of troops; but waited 
a iong tinte without feeing any traces ot t.tc 

enemy.
In the mean tinte the Iroquois began to íltew 

that thcy were not fincerc in their profefíions to 
the Engliíh, and perceiving that the latter aflem- 
bled a very powerful army, they thought of nothing 
but how to deftroy it, as a method to fecurc their 
own frecdont and independaney . By their nteans,

* Cbarlevoix fays, that the Iroquois, to compafs this eud, 
thrcw the lkins ot all the creatures they killed in hunting into the 
river 011 which the Englilh lay, a little above the place of their 
own cncampment, which infeClcd the water fo much that ahovo 
a thoufand Englilh died of drinking it. But this feems to he 3 
romantic account, and it is more likely, that natural difeafes con- 
curring with the mifundetftandings fubfifting betwccn the Eng
lilh and their Indian allies, their own difappointraents, the 
exaggerated acconnts they reccivcd óf the nutnbers of the enemy» 
and feveral limi lar circamftances determined them to retreat and 
abandon an enterprife, in which they had loft all hopes of fue- 

ccfs.
; and
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and fome other accidcnts which took their 
rife from natural caufes, the army returned to 
Ne\v York, having been difappointed of the aflift- 
ance of their fleet, which was deílined to be cm- 
ployed in Portugal: and thus Cañada was once 
more delivefcd.—

At this time the Onnondagans and Agniers 
fent deputations to Vaudreuil, who gladly reccivcd 
them into favour; and they promifed, in their 
phrafe, that they never more would take up the 
hatchct againít the French.

Meanwhile, M . Mantet had attempted, with a 
party from Cañada, to makc a conqueft of Fort 
St. Anne, in Hudfon’s Bay; but he fcll in the at- 
tempt, his misfortune being chiefly owing to the 
cowardicc of his troops and the precipitancy of 
his attack. The íuccelles of the French in New- 
foundland had, however, more than made amends 
for fuch chccks; encouraged by which, M. Coftc- 
bellc laid down a feheme for reducing Carboniere, 
the only fettlement of any confequence there which 
rcmained to the Englilh. He expeíled rc-inforce- 
ments from Frunce; but as they did not arrive in 
time, he refolved on the attempt with what troops 
he had, dividing them into two bodics, the onc 
of which was to proeded by land, and the other 
to embark on board two floops. Thefe under the 
command of Bertrand, a Píacentian, arrived in 
Trinity Bay, where they took an Engüíli frigatd 
carrying thirty guns and one hundred and thirty

men,
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mCn, but Bertrand was kÜfed in thc cngágcmcnt, 
which ib much diflieartened the vi&ors, that, on 
fceino- two pírate veffels, they abandoncd their pnze 
and made all poffible fpeed to get clcar out of the 
harbour. In the mean time, the land forcé perceiv- 
jna thcre was no likelihood of being fupported by 
the íloops, contented themfelves with fallmg «pon 
the houfes of the inhabitants, and thcn retired to

Placentia. , ,
In the fummer of 1710, the Englifh had rc-

folved upen the redudiort of Acadia, to which pur- 
poi'e, valí preparations werc made; and, m j u ) ,  
general Nicholfon arrived at Boílon with fevcial 
officers and colonel Reading’s Marines. All the 
governments of New England were to affift h.m 
!n the expedition; and adjutant general \etch was 
ioined with him in command. Port Royal was 
clofely blockcd up in Auguft, in the muidle 
of September, the whole armament failed from 

• Boílon, and on the fifth day of Odobcr, thc llec 
caíl anchor before the fo n *, the governor of 
which, as wcll as the garrifon, whtch confifted o 
only two hundred men, werc difpofed to thtnk

* It confifted of the Dragón, Faln.outb amt Fcvcr-

íham men of war, thc Starbomb, and thc 
nalley, with tranfports, tn all thirty-fix Ull> " 
on board, werc, oneregirient of matines from Eng ant, ' 
giments of Maflachufct’s Bay, one regiment of Coimea* . 
onc regiment of New Ha.npO.ire and Rhode M  and ti E  
Kfl, torce confifted of th.ee thoufimd four hundred men, exci t
five of officers and failoi ' .

themfclv^
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themfelves abandoncd. He made a íhow of dc- 
fence as thc Engliíh advanced, who werc obliged 
to withdraw from the fire of his artillery; thcn the 
cannonade continued on both fides, and an Eng
liíh fire-íhip blew up in entering the harbour. The 
fort was afterwards bombarded with little effett; 
but as it was not in a defenfible fituation, a coun- 
cil of war being called, a capitulation was at 
lcngth agreed upon and thc ñame of Port Royale

The garrifon werc allowcd to inarch out with fix cannon and 
two mortals; but thc inhabitants having driven away all thc cat- 
tlo, Subcrcafc could only rctain one mortal, and was obliged to 
fcll thc reft to Nicholfon for about three hundred and fifty pouiuls 
ftcrling. According to thc Englifli accotmts, thc garrifon coa
tí fted of two hundred and fifty-cight foldiers, with their officers 
and other inhabitants; in all, four hundred and cighty-one per- 
fous, malc and teníale. But thc brcnch hiftonan fays, that 
tliev confifted of only one hundred and iifty-fix men. Thefe 
eyeíe fent to Rochclle in Frailee, but were replaced by 
two hundred Engliíh marines, and two hundred and fifty New 
England volunteers. —  Butfomc difpuces bctwcen Nicholfon and 
Subcrcafc afterwards lwppened with regard to the capitulation. 
I.ivingfton infifting that all the country, exccpt that part which 
w as within rcach of the Port Royale artillery, was escluded from 
any advantage of the capitulation; and that the reft of the pro- 
vincc, with its inhabitants, was at the ‘difcrction oí the Engliíh. 
He alto adilod great complaints upon the cruelties ot the Frcnch 
favages, and th reatened, that, if they lhould continué to cxcr- 
cil'e their bailiarities on the fubjetts of Orea. Britain, repufuls 
would be made on the Frcnch inhabitants of Acadia; an tlica 
he propofed an cxchangc of prifoners. Vaudreuil on his pait, 
laid all upon his lndia.n allics, and appcaledto the good trcatm.i.t 
which thc EnglÜh captives liad always niet with from ths Freuch,

V ol. I. S f  f  Fas
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was changcd into that of Annapolis, in compli- 
mcnt to the (peen, under whoic aufpices thc p ace

was taken. #
Vaudreuil, in Auguft 17 n ,  rcccived advice, that 

a party of favages having defeated a numerous 
body ofEnglilh, liad, in concert with fome Frene li
men, invefted their new conqueft, the fort ot 1 oit 
Roval, where nrany of the garrifon had died dur- 
ino- the vvinter fe afon. Upon this, two hundred 
men were difpatched toafíift at the fiege, under thc 
marepus D ’Alogniers; but intelligencc arriving that 
the Engliíh were making preparations againft Que- 
bec, the defign was laid afule. -  The French mif- 
fionarics hovvevcr, in the interina, had worked lo 
effeétually upon thc Indians, that thcy ftdl con- 
tinued to art againft the Engliíh, and having cut 
off a party of ftxty perfons (fent to burn thc houfes 
of fuch of the inhabitants of the country, as would 
not acknowledge themfelves fubjefts of the cro\vn 
of England) thrcc hundred of them aétually in
vefted thc fort, and the place would, in all proba- 
bility, have tallen into their hands, ífthey had had

aml imputed all the miferíes that had happencd, in thc courfe of 
the war, to thc Engliíh having fom.crly icjcétcd a propolal lor 
a ncutrajity betwecn thc fubjeds of thc two nations m Amcnca. 
Livingfton liad threatcned that a nurnber of French pnfoneri 
cqnal to thofe of thc Engliíh, íhould be pul into the hands ot the 
Engliíh Indians ; and Vaudreuil threatcned, in that cafe, t<« do 
tlie fuñe by putting bis Engliíh ptiíonen iulo the lunds of thc 

French favages.
a proper

a proper officerto command the fiege; for want of 
which convcnience they quitted their defign; but 
fttll continued to harrafs the Engliíh, and feemed 
determined to purfue them with. the moft invetérate

hatred. . .
At New York the moft vigorous difpofitiqns

were now making for war, and Vaudreuil, on his 
part, fpared no pains to fecure thc affedions of the 
Indians, and to put Quebec in a proper ftate of de- 
í'cnce, cxecuting every duty of a valiant and a 
prudent commander. Beaucourt, his engineer, had 
put the fortifications into exccllcnt order; they had 
provifions fufficient for holding out a long fiege, 
and all thc garrifon were determined todefend the 
place even to the laft extremity.— On the twcnty- 
fifth of Scptembcr, advicc was rcccived of the ap- 
pearancc of nincty-ftx Engliíh veílels; but fome 
days after thc news of their return arrived, to thc 
greatjoy of thc governor and'the whoic colony.

* Tlic rcafons for their rctrc.it and tlic conduft of thc whole 
expedition lias been alrcady relatcd urnler the lettion of New Eng
land, to which wc refer thc reader. —  Ir was reponed that thc 
flect' liad been íhipwrcckcd ucar thc Scvcn Illaiuls in tlic lliver 
St. Laurence; upon which Vaudreuil fent thither fome vcrtcls, 
wh0 found thc bulles of feven or cight Urge Ihips, but with all 
their gnus and furniturc taken our, and printed copies of a raant- 
fefto, that general HUI was to have diftributed amongft thc in
habitants of Cañada. - I t  is rcmarkablc, that thongh fix hundred 
Jroquois lud joined eolonel Nicholfon, yet thete liad left bwn, 
«ven befare they hcard of bis misfortitnc, and tlic return ofthe Eng-

lilh flect.
S f f i  Wc
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W e have alrcady taken notice, that after thc de- 

fign upon Quebec was found impracticable, it was 
debated in a council of war, whcther the Engliíh 
íhould attack Placentia, and this was carricd in thc 
negative, on account of the fcarcity of thcir provi- 
fions and for other rcafons we have already fet 
down. The whole armament therefore returned, 
after having fent word to colonel Nicholfon, to 
defift from his expedition againíl Montreal. And 
this was all that the Engliíh efiefted by thefe 
mighty preparations.

The firit intent of thc Engliíh was to take 
Quebec; the fecond, Placentia; the conqueft of 
which by the pcople of England was deemed, of 
the two, to be both the moíl practicable and 
profitable for them. When the Englilh fleet was 
under fail for Quebec, it intcrccpted a paequet from 
Coftebellc to Pontchartrain, complaining of thc 
difmal ftate of Placentia, and of thc Frcnch in ge
neral in Newfoundland, wherein he faid, he could 
not muílcr a hundred men in all the iíland. It is 
faid alfo, that when the Engliíh returned to Spaniíh 
Ray, thcy liad on board above fcvcn hundred and 
fiftym cn; and, though thcir provifions could not 
have lafted for above ten wceks, the conqueft of 
Placentia would not have coft them above three 
days. Rut, when a council of w ar was fummoned, 
as if the members of it liad becn more than infa- 
tuated, they not only voted againft any attempt

beiiig

being made upon Placentia, but that Nicholfon 
íhould be ordered to deftft in his expedition by 
land, which, as we have obferved, carne to no- 
thing. All the advantage thc Englifli derived from 
this expenfive expedition was the prefervation ot 
thcir ncw conqueft of Port Royale in Acadia, the 
recovery of which bccame now to be a very íerious 
confideration witli the Frcnch miniftry. Pontchar
train again prefled Vaudreuil to undertake it with 
wliat forcé he could raiie in New France; and thc 
latter, to íhew his zeal, liad nominated the marquis 
D ’Alogniers to the command of fome troops, who 
were to afiift the favages and the Frcnch of Acadia in 
a kind of blockade, they liad formed of Port Roy
ale, but, upon thc news of the Engliíh invafion, he 
was recallcd from that place.

The mcrchants of Quebec, in 1712, raifed the 
fum of fifty thoufand crowns for conipleting the 
fortifications of that city. The late mifearriage of 
the Englilh, liad now rendered the Frcnch more 
refpettable in the eyes of the favages. The 
deputics of the Iroquois now made the moft finceré 
profeftions o f thcir attachmcnt to the Frcnch; and 
Vaudreuil anfwcred them with a tone of authority; 
but, before he difmifled them, gaye them confi- 
derable prefents. It was about this time, that thc 
Outagamis, who, for twcnty-five years, liad fcarce- 
ly been hcard of, began to make a grcat figure in 
Nortli America. They were accounted to be more 
fierce, refolute, and vindiétive, than cvcn the moft 

> favag/*'
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favage of the Iroquois; and, by mingling with 
thcm, they had come over to the intereft of the 
Engliíh, whom they promifcd to furpnfc Fort 
Detroit, and to put it into their hands. W ith this 
view, they lay very ncar the place, and omittcd ( 
no opportunity of infulting the garrifon, which 
was commanded by one Du Buiflon. The Kica- 
pous and the Mafcontins were joined with thcm 
in the fame defign, which was cüfcovered to 
Du Buiflon, by one Jofeph, a chriftian Outagamis, 
who infórmed him that they were farther cxafpc- 
rated by their rcceiving intejligcnce that one hundrcd 
and fifty Mafcontins had bccn cut oft', as they were 
coming to join them, by the Outawas. Bouiflbn 
fent out to inform the French Indiana of his dan- 
ger; but they were gone on a hunting party. 
Having taken all precautions againft a furprife, 
he underítood that they were on their march to 
relieve him. Thcfe confifted of the Outawas, head- 
ed by a chief, one Saguima, who had cut otf the 
Mafcontins; the Hurons, the Pouteouatamis, the 
Sakis, the Malhomines, the Illinois, the Ofagcs, 
and the Miflourites; each of whom had a particu
lar ítandard. “  Secít thou that fmoke,” faid the 
Hurons to this Saguima, (to animate him the 
more to vcngcance,) “  it arifesfrom theflames that 
“  are now coafuming thy wiic.” — When the con
federares approachcd the lort, Du Buiflon ordered 
them to be admitted, and, aftcr nddrefling them 
in a molí aficiónate, pathctic raanncr, they were

furnilhcd

furniíhed with refrclhments of all kinds, and evcn 
with ammunition and warlike flores.

The Outagamis had ereétcd a fort within 
muíket-flwt of that of Detroit, where they vvaited 
for their enemies. The befiegers íheltcrcd them- 
felves in an adjoining houfe, againft which Du 
Buiflon ordered cannon to be brougbt. Aftcr this, 
the Outagamis demandad a parley, which he would 
not grant without confcnt of the chiefs of his allies, 
whofe opinión, upon conlultation, was lor ir, that 
they might draw out of their hands threc of theii 
women, whom the befieged held prifoners; and the 
next morning Pcmoufl’a, the chict of the Outaga
mis, was admitted into the aflémbly of the confe
derares, where he prefented Du Buiflon with two 
captivos and a belt, and the chiefs with the fame, 
and begged for a delay of two days, that they 
might confult their elders upon the means of ap- 
peafing their father’s wrath. Du Buiflon told 
Pemoufla, that he could enter into no farther trea- 
ty with his people, till they fent him the threc 
women, one of whom was the wife of Saguima. 
Pemoufla’s anfwcr was, that he could fay nothing 
on that head till he had confultcd the elders; and, 
having obtained a farther refpite, he returned with 
a ílag in his hand, attended by two Mafcontin 
chiefs, and the . threc women whom he prefented 
to the governor, who referred him to the chic 1.1 
of his allies, for whatwas farther to be done, on 
the Outagamis demanding liberty to be gone.

, Upon
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Upon this, the chief of the Illinois gavc Pemouíla 
to underftand that his people vvcre to expedí no 
merey unlefs they furrendered at diícretion; but he 
gavc them liberty to rc-cnter the fort, and to make 
the beft defence they could. They accordingly 
did fo, and the fire on both fides being renewed, 
the befieged made fo vigorous a refiftance, that, 
by dilcharging arrows with lighted matches, they 
fet on fire feveral houfes in the Frcnch íéttlement, 
which obliged the befiegers to cover the remaining 
ones with fkins. This refolute defence fo greatly difpi- 
rited the French and the favages, that the latter 
were on the point of re-imbarking for MichiUimac- 
kinac; but Du Buiflbn found means todetain them 
by prefenting them with every thing he was maíler 
of, and then the war-fong was renewed, which 
gave the befieged to underftand, that they had now 
-no fafety to expedí, unlefs they accepted the 
terms propofed. They then beggcd for fome farther 
time, and they were permitted to fend a frefh de- 
putation to the camp of the befiegers, who, not- 
withftanding all their earneft inftanccs, ftill inlifted 
upon their furrendering at difcrction; and Du 
Buiflbn faid it was with difliculty that he hindered his 
favages from putting the deputies to death. They 
were fuflered to return to their fort, from whencc 
all of them efeaped under the favour of a tempef- 
tuous night, after enduring, for nineteen days, un
der all the exigencies of nature, a moft vigorous 

f1CgC by very fuperior numbers.
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In

In the morning the French and their favages 
purfued them, and found them intrenched on a lit- 
tle tongue of land near the iíland of St. Clare. 
Hcre they were again befieged; but their defence 
for four days was fo brave, that the French com- 
mandant was obliged to bring up the heavy artil
len’ to forcé their entrenchments, upon which they 
furrendered at difcrction. All who were found in 
arms were immediatcly put to death; the others 
were divided as flaves among the confedérate In- 
dians.

Vaudreuil now applied himfelf to the re-efta- 
bliíhment of the poft of Michillimakinac, which 
had fuflered greatly during the late commotions; 
and to which he fent proper officers and agents, to 
re-unite the tavages in one common intereft ; but 
thefe could not be perfuaded to forbear their traffic 
with the Engliíh, in which they found fo great ad- 
vantage, and in which they were followed even 
by the colonized favages; whilc the fíate of the 
French affairs in Europe was fo low, that they 
could receive from thence no relief. The goods 
fent from France to Cañada, were fo trifling in. 
their valué, that the merchants there had no re- 
turns to make equal to the furs imported by the 
favages, who, for that reafon, were obliged to 
throw into the hands of the Engliíh, by far the 
greater part of the tur trade. Before the treaty ot 
Utrecht was concluded, the govcrnors ot New 
France and New England rcceived pofltive orders 
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from their refpedtive fovcreigns to defift from hoíli- 
litics. The Abenaquais, who remained firm to 
the French, were then carrying their ravages into 
the heart of New England. As thefe were, of 
all the favages, the moft irreconcileablc to the 
Engliíh government. Nothing was omitted on the 
part of the latter to win them over. They erefted 
a free-fehool at the mouth of the River Kcnncbek, 
and appointed a minifter, who was to board and 
tcach their young at the public expcnce: But all 
was in vain, fo ftrong were the delufions of their 
miffionaries. The governors of New England and 
N ew  York very wilcly borc this with patiencc ; fo 
that the Indians, by degrees, even encouragcd the 
creíting of ítorehoul'es upon their lands, till thcy 
faw them multiply fo faft, that they expreffed their 
jcaloufy of them. The Engliíh then remoníhatcd, 
that their whole country had, by treaty, becomc 
the property of the crown of England. The fa- 
vages, though amazed at this, very lenfibly com- 
plained to Vaudreuil ; he told them, that no men- 
tion was made eithcr of them or their lands, in the 
treaty of Utrccht. There could be no doubt with 
regard to the fpirit and meaning of the treaty of 
Utretcht; but, from the moment that peacc was 
concluded, the government of New 1* ranee, from 
confidering the Abenaquais as flaves, affeéted to 
trcat them as in'depcndanr, and maintained amongft 
them an interdi feparate from the crown of Eng

land,

land, which was extremely pleafing to the natural 
vanity of thofe íiivagcs.

The Engliíh found a great obftacle to the con- 
formity of the Indians, in the perfon of one Rafle, 
an aftive zealous Jcfuit, who had long refuled 
amongft them as a miffionary, and had gotten fuch 
a poíTeflion of their affeétions, that they impli- 
citly followed his dislates in cvery thing. Being 
an enthufiaft for his country, as well as religión, 
he omitted nothing that could keep up the aver
sión of the Abenaquais towards the Engliíh. It 
was in vain the latter, (who every day felt his in- 
flucnce with the favages) infifted upon his being 
difmiffed out of their nation, and fent to Qucbec ; 
and, at latí, they were obliged not only to fet a 
rcward on his head, but to make an attempt to 
poífefs themfelvcs of his perfon, in which they 
failed. This attack upon their favourite Jefuit exaf- 
perated the favages more than that which had 
been made upon their independaney. They fent 
deputies among all their brethren and allics, to 
mcct them at Narrantfouak, and began, by de- 
moliíhing the Engliíh fettlcments on the banks of the 
rivers, where they deftroyed all the lands and houfes, 
but without oftering any farther violencc to the per- 
fons of the inhabitants, than by confining five of 
them as hoftages for their deputies, who were pri- 
foners at Bofton. The Engliíh, on the other hand, 
broke into Narrantfouak, where they fhot the pef- 
tilent miffionary dcad, burnt the cabins, plundcred 
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the church, and fome of the inhabitants, who op- 
pofed them, while others fled; and this fcvcrity, 
for fome time, rcílored tranquility to New Eng- 
land, but was far from reconciling the Abenaquais 
to the Britiíh government. The Engliíh faid, that 
they werc in dangcr of lofing aU the acquifitions 
thcy had madc in Acadia, and Ncwfoundland, by 
the treaty of Utrccht, through the inhabitants, 
Frcnch as well as favagess making ufe of the íi- 
berty which that treaty left them, to retire to 
Cape Bretón; and therefore they gave them fuch 
indulgenccs, that they did not fecm to remember, 
their having changed their fovereign. _

They openly traded with Cape Bretón, then in 
the Frcnch poffeffion. They acknowledged neither 
laws ñor langviage, but what were Frcnch, and 
their priefts publicly performed their facerdotal 
fundions, as if popery had been the eftabhíhed 
religión of the country. Richards very fenfibly 
endeavoured to abridge thofe impolitic indul
genccs, both in Acadia and Ncwfoundland ; but he 
was not fupportcd in this wife meafure, which, if 
executed, might have prevented a vaft effufion of 
blood and treafure, by the government at lióme. 
King Gcorgc I. indeed at that time, had fome 
grcat conncxions with the regent of France; but 
it was an unpardonable overfight to difpenfc uith 
the Frcnch Canadians and Acadians, as well as the 
fuva°cs, who had bccomc fubjccts of Grcat Bri-

tain,
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tain, taking an oath of fidelity to that crown *.

The Outagamis, notwithftanding the blow they 
had received in the a fia ir of Detroit, \\ ere more 
exafperated than ever againíl the French. They 
infefted all the Communications between the colony 
and its moíl diflant polis, robbing and murdering 
pafiengers; and in this they fuccceded fo well that 
they brought over the Sioux to join tliem openly, 
while many of the Iroquois favoured them under- 
hand. In íhort, there was fome danger of a gene
ral confcderacy amongft all the favages againíl the 
French. This madc Vaudreuil refolve, if pofliblc, 
to exterminate the Outagamis out ot Cañada, and 
he invited all his allics to join him. Louvigny, the 
king’s lieutenant at Qucbec, was named to com- 
mand the expedition ; and he was foon at the head 
of eight hundrcd men, fo determined againíl the 
Outagamis, that the extirpation of the race was no 
longer doubted of. They were themfelves of the 
fame opinión, and they lay intrcnched, to the

* The Englith were ablc, at that time, upon the fame conti. 
tinent, to bring fixty thoufand flghting men into the fteld. Vau- 
drticil, the govcrnoi-general of Cañada, faid, in his letter to 
Pontchartrain, the French minifter. “  Cañada contains aftnally 
u no in0re than four thoufand four hundrcd inhabitants, able to 
“  bear anns, and the twcnty-eight companics of marines, paid hy 
« the king, amount in number to fix hundrcd twcnty-eight fol- 
•< aiers.” In the fame letter, he laid down a very fenfiblc 
feheme here, for the better pcopling of his government, by 
tranfporting tlúther conviéb and gallcy-flavc*.

number
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number of five hundred warriors, and threc thou- 
fand women, in a kind of palifadoed fort, beforc 
which Louvigny formally opencd trenchcs, having 
with him two ficld pieces, and a mortar for throw- 
ing; grenadcs *.O O #

Louvigny had prívate inílrudlions from his prin
cipáis not to puíh matters to extremity, and 
brought thc Indians to confent to what terms he pro- 
pofcd. He obligcd thc Outagamis to give fix fons 
o f fix of their chief lcaders, as hoílages for their 
fcnding deputies to ratify thc peace at Montreal 
with the governor-general; and thc trcaty bcing 
ingrofled, containcd an exprefs cefiion of their 
country to thc Frcnch ; of which, it is probable, 
the íavages werc ignorant. Unfortunately thc 
fmaíl-pox, which raged next winter, carricd off 
thrce of the hoílages, together with the famous 
Outagamis chief, PemouíTa, beforc the treaty was 
ratified. This alarmed Vaudreuil fo much that he 
went upon the ice to Montreal, from whence he 
difpatched Louvigny to Michillimakinac, with an 
order to cxccutc the terms of thc trcaty, and to

* Wlicn Louvigny was preparing to fpring a mine, thcy de
lira! to capitúlate, and their terms wcre rejefted. Thcy after- 
wards propofed otlicts. Hrft, That the Outagamis and theit 
confedérates fhoulil make peace with thc 1' rcnch and their allies. 
Secomlly, That thcy (liould previoufly releafe all their prifoners. 
Thirdly, That thcy íhonM rcplacc the dcad by (laves, whora thcy 
werc to make prifoners from the diftant nations thcy were at wat 
with ; and, Fourthly, That thcy (hould pay the chargc of thc 

war. _
bring

bring the chiefs of thc Outagamis to Montreal, to- 
<rether with all the rangers in thofe parts, to whom 
his moíl chriftian majeíly had granted a frcc pardou 
for what had pafled. Louvigny fet out at the end 
of May, 1717,  and carricd along with him onc of 
thc furviving hoílages, who had loíl an eye by the 
fmall-pox, that he might bear teílimony to his na- 
tion, with what tendernefs he and his companions 
had been treated. As foon as he arrival at Mi
chillimakinac, he difpatched the hoílage, attended 
by two Frcnch interpreters, with prefents for co- 
vering the dcad hoílages, to the Outagamis. This 
was í'o agrceable to thofe favages, that they talked 
of nothing but a laíling peace with the French. 
They then declared to thc interpreters their grati- 
tudc to Ononthio, though they faid, for fome parti
cular rcafons, they could not wait upon him till 
next year: but never would forget that they 
owcd their Uves cntirely to his elemeney. The 
hoílage and the interpreters then fet out to rejoin 
Louvigny at Michillimakinac; but, after travel- 
ling abour twenty lcagues, he left them, it being 
proper, as he faid, to return hume, that he might 
keep his countrymcn to their promife.

The hoílage howcver was never heard of after, 
neither did they fend any deputies to the governor- 
general ; fo that all the fruir, which Louvigny and 
Vaudreuil reaped from this laborious journey, was 
the bringing back thc French rangers, and engag- 
íng fome of the favages co bring tiu-rr furs in

gteater
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greater quantitics to the colony, than thcy had 
done for lome years bcfore. The reafon the Outa- 
gamis gavc for this breach of faith, when they 
afterwavds met with the' French in their excur- 
íions, was, that they had no idea that an enemy, 
who had been provoked beyond a certain meafure, 
could cver be a reconcilcd friend. They were af- 
terwards beatón in fcvcral encounters, and yct they 
forced the Illinois to abandon their fcttlemcnts 
upon their river ; where they formed a plantation, 
which rendered the communication between Cana- 
da and Louiíiana extrcmcly dangcrous, notwith- 
ílanding all the lolles they had fuítained ; and 
had, by this time, formed an alliance with the 
Sioux, the moft numerous nation belonging to Ca
ñada, and with the Chichacas, or Chickefaws, 
the braveft nation in all Louiíiana.

In 1725, New France enjoyed a tranquiüty, ir 
had feldom known, and which greatly advanccd 
both its populoufnel's and profperity; but the lol's 
of the Camel, a French íhip of war, which was 
wrecked near Louiíbourg, with cvcry perfon on 
board, gavc it a grcat blow. Bebdes its rich car
go, the intendant o f Cañada, Louvigny, who had 
been appointed to the governmcnt of Trois Rivi- 
cres, a fon of Ramezay, who the year bcfore had 
died governor of Montreal, togeiher with a great 
number of the ofticers of the colony, and eccle- 
fiaftics o f all denominations, periíhed in the wreck. 
To heightcn this misfortune, the marquis De Vau-

drcuil.

5 I2  b r i t i s h  e m p i r e
drcuil himfelf died in the Oítober following, 
greatly lamented by the whole colony, and was 
flicceeded in his governmcnt by the chevaüer De 
Beauharnois, who had none of his predeceífor’s 
difficuíties to ftroggle with; and nothing occurs 
remarkable in the hiítory of Cañada, but that, by 
the tranquility it enjoyed, for fome time, its 
French inhabitants amounted to above feventy 
thoufand. In the year 1746, the cncroachmcnts 
they made upon the undoubted property o f the 
Engliíli in America, had awakcned our governmcnt 
to a fenfe of its danger. A  Britilh fecretary of líate, 
by order of his majefly, required all the Britifh 
governors in North America, to raife as many in- 
dependant companies as they could, of a hundred 
rr.en each. Thofe o f New York, New Jerfyys, 
Pennfylvania, Maryland, and Virginia, were to be 
formed into one corps, under the command of bri
gadier Gooch, lieutenant-governor of Virginia, 
The colonics were to furnifh levy-money and victu- 
alling; but his majefly was to be at the charge of 
arming, paying, and cloathing thofe troops, Thofe 
valí preparatipns in America, which were to ba 
fccondcd by a iuitable armament from Europe, 
were deftined for the reduétion of Cañada ; a»d 
the whole was to be under the command of 
general Sinclair, The Englilli colonies, therefore, 
procecded with their levies. Virginia fent two 
companies, Maryland three, Penfylvania four, the 
Jerfeys fu e, and New York fifteen ; all to be under 
the command o f Gooch; and fu lito  reduce Crown 
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Pointj and tlien Montreal. The yellow fever then 
prevailing at Albany, thc place o f rendezvous for 
the troops was appointed at Saratago, twenty miles 
highcr up Hudfon’s River. For chis fervice, Maf- 
fachufet Bay raifcd twenty companies, Connefti- 
cut ten. Rhodc-Iíland three, New Hampflure two, 
jn all thirty-five companies, who were to attack- 
Qucbec, under general Sinclair, while Gooch was 
procccding againil Montreal; and admiral Lcíloc 
was to command the fleet; but all thefe mighty 
preparations in England, as it is well known, ended 
in a fuccdflcfs attempt upon Fort L ’Orient in 
Francc, which is yet freíli in the peoples me

more.
Meanwhile thc Frcnch fent all the forcé they 

could fparc from Cañada to Minas and Chiconefto, 
and omitted no opportunity of harraffing and de- 
ílroying the Englifh fettlements. In 1746, the 
Canadians receiving intclligence of the vaft prepa
rations making againil them in England, Ramezay 
arrived at Minas, at thc hcad of fixtceen hundred 
men, confiíling of marines, regulars, Canadian mili- 
tia, wood-rangers, and Frcnch Indians. This body 
was to aft in concert with a ílrong fquadron, then 
fitting out at Brcíl, under the duke D An\ ille. 
That armament confiíled of eleven linc of battle 
íhips, fome frigates, two fire-íhips, tranfports, Scc. 
having three thoufand one hundred and fifty land- 
forecs aboard. The plan of D ’Anville’s inftruc- 
tions feems to have been formed upon thofe ol 
Frontenac and Pontchartrain. He was ordered to

retakc

retake and difmantle Louiíbourg, which was then 
jn thc hands of the Engliíh. He was then to pro- 
ceed againil Fort Royale, now called Annapolis 
Royal, in Acadia, which he was to takc and gar- 
rifon. He was next to deítroy Bofton ; then to 
range along the coaíls of North America ; and, at 
laft, to pay a vifit to the Britilh fugar iflands. 
D ’Anville, fetting fail, detached three of his capi
tal íhips and a frigate, u nder the command of M. 
Conflans, to convoy thc French trade to Cape 
Franyois in Hifpaniola. The orders of Conflans 
were to return, and join the grand fquadron under 
D ’Anville ; but, after cruifing along the Cape Sable 
íhore, between Cape Negro and Cape Sambro, 
without receiving any intelligence of D ’Anville, 
he bore away direélly for Franco; where he ar
rived without mecting with any interruption.

The fleet, after undergoing a moíl tedious paf- 
fage, and fuñering in a florín near Cape Sable, it 
arrived on the tenth of September, at Chebuéto in 
Nova Scotia, where D ’Anville himfclf died, as did 
half o f his peoplc of fcorbutic putrid fevers and 
dyfenteries.. Though an Englifli fquadron was 
then lying at Cape Bretón, under admiralTown- 
íliend, the Frcnch remained unmoleíled at Che- 
buiílo amidíl all their diílrefs. About the end of 
September, Ramezay encampcd tiear Annapolis, 
with a fhew of befieging i t ; but thc Chefter man 
o f war of fifty guns, a frigate and a fehooner being 
in the liarbour, and the French fleet departing to 
France, lie dccampcd on the thc twcnty-fecond of 
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Oclober, and returned to Minas, whcrc he win* 
tered, that he might be in readinefs to join the 
French flcet, and land troops that were expeded in 
the fpring from France, to reduce Annapolis, 
which, by this time, was re-inforccd by three com- 
panies of voluntecrs from Boíton. The Engliíh 
governor of Annapolis, had laid a feheme for pre- 
venting the bad confcquences of French influence 
in that neighbourhood, by procuring a re-inforce- 
ment from New England, which was accordingly 
granted ; but their numbers did not anfwer his ex* 
pedations. However, betwecn four and five hun- 
dred men arrived in the middle of Dccember, at 
Minas, and a detachment fet out for Annapo
lis on the twenty-ninth of January, while the 
others were quartered at Grand Pre, in a very loofe, 
fcattered, and unfoldier-like manner. The French 
were fufficicntly informed of this, and on the 
eighth of Januarŷ  they fet out from Chiconedo, 
and arrived at Minas the thirty-firft of the fame 
month. About three in the morning, having diílri- 
buted their forcé, which confifted of about fix 
hundred, into fmall parties, they attacked the 
Engliíh, and murdered many of them. Colonel 
Noble, who was the commander, and the lieuten- 
nants Lcchemcre, Jones, Pickering, enfign Noble, 
■ vvith about fcventy ferjeants, corporals, and prí
vate men, were killed, and about as many taken 
prifoners ; at laft the Engliíh formed themfelves 
into a body, and furrendered upon capitulation.

In 1747, the jundion of the Breft and Rochfort
fquadrons

5ifi b r i t i s f í  e m p i r e
fquadrons was effeded at Rochellc. Their deílina- 
tion was to the Eaft Indies and to Cañada, and 
their cquipment of this fquadron was no fccret 
in England. As it threatened the deítrudion of 
our Afian, as well as our American fettlements, 
the admiráis Anfon and Warrcn failed from Ply- 
mouth to Cape Finiíterre, on the coaft of Galicia, 
and in May met with the French fquadron, which 
immediately formed a line of battle, confifting of 
their chief íliips o f war, while the others, under 
the protedion of their frigates, made all the fail 
they could to the place of their deftinatiori. T he 
Engliíh íhips were likcvvife drawn up; but Warren, 
obferved, that the real defign of the French was 
rather to fly than fight; and therefore he perfuaded 
Anfon, to haul in the fignal for the line, and to 
hoift out onc for the chace. After an obfiinate con- 
teíl, the Engliíh proved the vidors, the enemy hav- 
ingloft lix of their men of war, and all their India 
vcífcls, and a vaft number of Frenchmen went 
made prifoners ; fcvcn hundred of them were killed 
and wounded ; and the Engliíh loíl about five hun
dred. This defeat totally dcftroyed all the hopes 
Ramezay, had entertained of rcducing Nova Scotia, 
and he returned to Cañada, not a littlc chagrined at 
the dreadful ifTvie of the cncountcr.

A  feheme had bcen formcrly laid for pur- 
chafing fome lands from the Outawas upon the 
Pviver Ohio, a projeft which proved very difagree- 
ablc to the French, becaufe it was likely to inter- 
fere with their Miífiffippi feheme; but it was not 
carried into execution; on the contrarv, the French
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creced Crown Point in the N ew  York territory.
—  The peacc of Aix la Chapelle being concluded, 
this plan, which liad bcen firíl laid in the year 
1716,  was then revived, but the Engliíh took fo 
little care to fecure the affe&ions of the natives, 
that the latter foon lhcwcd themfelvcs no friends 
to the undertaking. Sonic London mcrchants 
trading to Virginia, having been encouraged to 
fettle on the banks of the Oliio, in order to cftabliíh 
an exclufivc trade with the Indians, fent a furveyor 
to take a plan of the country, a circumítance 
which much difpleafed and alarmed the favages; 
and their jealoufies wcre increafed by the Prendí who 
found it their advantage to foment thcm : thus the 
undertakers loft all their intereft in that beautiful 
country, while their neighbours continued to make 
themfelves as llrong as poflible at Niagara and on the 
Lake Erie, even upon lands to which the fubjeds 
o f Great Britain could produce juílifiable claims. 
Thefe things being known to Mr. Dimwiddie, 
governor of Virginia, he alarmed the Engliíh fet- 
tlers, and even fent one major Waíliington with 
a remonflrance to the French governor of a fort 
built on the River au Bocuf, which difeharges it- 
felf into the O liio; —  he receiving no fatisfaílory 
anfwcr to this, píanned out fort ncar the forks 
o f the river; but the Indians having not been 
properly attended to, thcy wcre exafperatcd at the 
mentían of it, tli^ugh the colony liad refolved to 
defray the expence, and liad adually provided the 
matcrials for the bufinefs.

The ufe the French made of the treaty of Aix
la
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la Chapelle was only to proceed with as little in- 
terruption as poflible in ereéVmg forts and lccur- 
ing jiaífes which might form lines of communi- 
cation between their moft diftant fettlemcnts, and 
to confine the Engliíli on every'fide: in particular, 
thcy aimed to reítrict all the claims o f the latter 
in Nova Scotia to the Peninfula of that ñame; 
while thefe juftly infiíted upon their right to all 
the ancient Acadia, as ceded by the treaty of 
Utretcht.

In the mean time, the town of Hallifax had been 
eretíled by the Engliíh, as we liave already takcn 
noticc in a former part of our hiítory, under the 
aufpices of the cari of that ñame.

Notwithílanding all the faith of treaties, not- 
withílanding the repeated rcmonítranccs of the Eng
liíh, their cnemies no lboner faw this fettlement well 
pcopled, than they went on with their oíd praiítices 
of itirrin" up the Indians againít the ncw coloniíls, 
many of whom wcre murdered, and others car- 
ried prifoners to the Canadian fettlemcnts; while 
even the Indian partios wcre hcadcd by French 
officcrs; and notwithílanding repeated complaints, 
no redrefs for thefe grievanccs could be obtained; 
tliough while the French wcre employed inthis manv 
ner in America, they pretended to debate upon the 
claims of each nation at.París; where the Eligíiíli 
and French commiíihries niet for this purpoíe. 
The hiítory o f their difputés is too long to be here 
inferted; but it may fuificc to fay, that they were 
not well conduíled on either part; and as to the 
French, their claims were etpially unfair and ridi*
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culous, and ftich as any but Frenchmcn would 
bave becn alhamed o f ; neverthelefs, they were re
solved to fupport them both by argument and arms 
whilc thc duke De Mircpoix, their ambaflador 
at the court of London was making profeflions oí 
his maítcr’s pacific inclinations, though copies of 
the orders fcnt by thc French miniftry to their officers 
in Cañada were produced in proof of the contrary. 
At length the Englifh having rcceived intelligencc 
that a fleet was ready to fail from Brcft, were no 
longer to be trifled with, and admiral Bofcawen was 
ordered to fail with twelvc men of war to watch 
them; and was afterwards rc-inforccd by fix fhips 
o f the line and a frigate under the command of ad
miral Holbourne, while thc Frcnch king gave or
ders to his ambaflador, to intímate that, in cafe this 
armament aéted upon the offenfive, he would con- 
fidcr the firft gun that íhould be fjred in the farne 
üght as a declaration of war.

Bofcawen arriving at Nevvfoundland, took his 
ilation oñ'Cape Race, and foon afterwards M. Bois 
de la Mothe arrived with thc Frcnch fquadron off 
the famc coaft, but the Engliíli fleet, on account 
o f a diick fog could not difeern them; by which 
means they efeaped an engagement; but two of their 
veflels, named the Alcide and the Lvs, being fe- 
parated from the reft, were takcn by captain Howe 
and captain Andrews, and .were found to have about 
cight thoufand pounds on board ; and this gave a 
rife to thc war between the two nations, by which 
the Frcnch in the end, loft all their pofíeflions in 

Cañada.
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